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10 Things | Can See From Here Summary
Finding hope and connection amidst the chaos of anxiety.
Written by New Y ork Central Park Page Turners Books Club
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About the book

In"10 Things | Can See From Here," Carrie Mac delvesinto the life of
Maeve, ateenager wrestling with crippling anxiety that overshadows her
day-to-day existence. As Maeve braces for a summer fraught with
uncertainty, her world takes a dramatic turn when her mother—her steadfast
aly in understanding her mental health struggles—embarks on a six-month
absence. This sudden shift forces Maeve to relocate to Vancouver, where she
must adapt to living with her father, who is grappling with his own delicate
sobriety, and her pregnant stepmother, whose unconventional views on

family dynamics add to the chaos.

Amidst these challenges, Maeve encounters Salix, afree-spirited girl who
brings a breath of fresh air into her life. As Maeve navigates her new
environment, she not only confronts her own anxieties but also learns to
support her father and stepmother during a tumultuous time. Thisjourney of
self-discovery challenges Maeve to find resilience within herself, ultimately
teaching her how to balance her overwhelming worries while caring for
those she loves. Will she gather the strength to face her fears and forge
meaningful connections in the midst of uncertainty? The story unfolds as
Maeve learns that vulnerability and support can coexist, even in the most

chaotic of circumstances.
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About the author

In these chapters, we delve into the life of Carrie Mac, atattooed queer
author and storyteller living in East Vancouver. Carrie's unigue lens on the
world is shaped by her identity and the vibrant environment she inhabits.
Her home is shared with two unschooled "earthlings'—a term that reflects
her alternative parenting style, steering away from conventional education in

favor of a more organic learning experience.

Asalifelong book lover, Carrieis not only enchanted by literature but also
by the broader complexities of life. Thisfascination leads her to embrace
both disaster and grace, finding beauty in life's unpredictable nature. Her
self-identification as a "nomad" underscores her adventurous spirit; she
constantly seeks new experiences and stories, allowing her imagination to
transport her to far-flung worlds where she could be apirate or a circus

performer.

Through her narrative, Carrie reflects on the extraordinary moments found
within everyday life—those small miracles that often go unnoticed amidst
chaos. This pursuit of storiesisn't just a creative endeavor; it's also a means
for her to connect deeper with herself and her surroundings. Her
observations suggest that, despite life's tumult, there are always glimmers of

grace to be found, enriching her life and the lives of those around her.
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As the chapters progress, we see Carrie navigating her unique identity and
the challenges of motherhood while simultaneously pursuing her passion for
storytelling. Her experiences serve as a testament to resilience and the power
of perspective, illustrating how art and literature can mirror the beauty

hidden in the mundane.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Being Hit by a Train

Summary of Chapter 1 of " 10 Things| Can See From Here"

In the first chapter of *10 Things | Can See From Here*, we are introduced
to Maeve, ayoung girl deeply affected by anxiety as aresult of atraumatic
incident. Maeve recounts a distressing experience on atrain when she
witnessed a woman named Carol Epperly take her own life. This moment
has left a profound mark on Maeve, instilling a paralyzing fear of train travel

that she struggles to overcome.

Her therapist, Nancy, encourages Mageve to confront her fears head-on by
suggesting she take the train again, but Maeve feels unprepared for such a
daunting task. Choosing aless intimidating option, she decides to travel by
busto visit her father in Seattle. This decision, while seemingly easier, does
not alleviate her anxiety; instead, it brings forth awave of emotional turmoail

as she prepares for the journey.

As Maeve leaves, her struggleis palpable. In the car, she breaks down in
tears with her mother, who attempts to comfort her. Their reluctance to
formally say goodbye stems from a superstition Maeve holds, revealing the

depth of her fears and how they permeate her relationships.
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On the bus, Maeve' s anxiety escalates. She becomes consumed by thoughts
of potential disasters, and a delay at the border only amplifies her worries.
Maeve's preoccupation with worst-case scenarios underscores the themes of
the chapter—anxiety, fear, and the challenge of processing trauma. Through
her lens, we witness not only her vulnerability but also the complexities of
her journey toward self-acceptance and the navigation of her familial bonds,

setting the stage for her coming-of-age story.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Decapitation

Summary of Chapter 2: " 10 Things| Can See From Here"

In this chapter, Maeve grapples with intense anxiety, triggered by the
horrific murder of Tim McLean aboard a Greyhound bus. Thisreal-life
incident, which deeply unsettled passengers and highlighted the dangers
associated with public transportation, looms large in Maeve's mind as she
arrives at Vancouver's bus station. Her surroundings are rife with reminders

of crime, fueling her paranoia and fear.

As she navigates this anxiety-inducing environment, Maeve encounters the
soothing sound of agirl playing the violin in a nearby park. This melody
stands in stark contrast to the surrounding chaos and momentarily transports
Maeve away from her spiraling thoughts. However, her comfort is
short-lived as she battles overwhelming worries about violence and disaster,
ultimately culminating in a panic attack that leaves her breathless and

seeking refuge in the bustling city.

While waiting for her father, who is late, Maeve's fears deepen. Alonein
what she perceives as a dangerous place, she struggles to find solace.

Although she attempts to calm her nerves by sketching—a technique she
typically employs to distract herself—she finds it even more challenging
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without the solace of her family's presence. Her text messages to loved ones

go unanswered, amplifying her sense of isolation and despair.

In a poignant moment, Maeve discovers her mother's silk scarf tucked away
in her bag. Thistoken from home instills a sense of comfort, allowing her to
reconnect with feelings of safety and warmth associated with her family. The
memories it evokes provide a glimmer of hope amid her anxiety,
encapsulating Maeve's battle with fear and her longing for connection as she
navigates the challenges of a new and intimidating environment. This
chapter reveals not only her struggles but also her resilience and the comfort

she finds in familial bonds during her time of distress.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Being Home Alone

In Chapter 3 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve faces emotiona
turmoil as her mother prepares to travel to Haiti for work. To aleviate her
mother's absence, Dan, a compassionate and easygoing nurse, volunteers to
care for Maeve while she’'s away. Maeve is drawn to the idea, as they both
relish cozy days at home, enjoying simple pleasures like playing guitar in
pajamas. However, when Maeve suggests staying at Dan's, her mother
firmly declines, citing past experiences that |eft Maeve feeling abandoned.
This decision stems from a deep-seated protectiveness that defines their
relationship.

Maeve processes her mother's refusal with a swirl of conflicting emotions. In
an attempt to seek solace, she turnsto a cherished scarf once belonging to
her mother. When she unravelsit, a card dlips out, revealing a heartfelt
message and a treasured photo of them during a pumpkin patch visit. This
moment deepens Maeve's sense of longing and connection, stirring awave

of nostalgia and sadness that she struggles to contain.

Instead of her usual escape into sketching, Maeve fixates on the scarf,
wrapping it around her wrist, which symbolizes both her isolation and her
yearning for comfort. Throughout this chapter, themes of love, vulnerability,
and the challenges of adolescence emerge as Maeve grapples with her

feelings, her mother's protective instincts, and the complexities of her
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relationship with Dan. Maeve'sinternal conflict paintsavivid picture of a
young person navigating the difficult path of growing up amidst emotional

ties and intertwined relationships.
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Chapter 4: Distracted Drivers

In Chapter 4 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," we delve into Maeve's
anxious mind as she anxiously awaits her father Billy's arrival. Her thoughts
gpiral into dark scenarios concerning his safety, intensified by the risks of
distracted driving. These worries highlight Maeve's deep-seated fears,
particularly regarding the unpredictability of life and the protection of loved

ones.

When Billy finally shows up, he's alive and in high spirits, despite being late
and double-parking his truck. His nonchalant attitude is juxtaposed against
Maeve' s anxiety, revealing atheme of recklessness that pervades their
relationship. The playful yet turbulent exchange between Maeve and a
security guard issuing a parking ticket to Billy captures both the endearing
and frustrating aspects of their father-daughter dynamic, filled with love,

concern, and unfiltered conversations.

During their drive, Billy inquires about Maeve's sexuality, areflection of his
curiosity and acceptance. This conversation builds tension, as Maeve
expresses frustration over her father’ s irresponsible behaviors, particularly
regarding smoking and the impending arrival of a sibling, which amplifies

her protective feelings towards him.

Asthey navigate the city, a moment of enchantment occurs when Maeve
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spots a girl playing the violin. This fleeting interaction introduces a wistful
element to the chapter, emphasizing Maeve's burgeoning feelings and
desires. It underscores the overarching themes of longing and the complexity

of adolescence, as she grapples with self-discovery and missed connections.

Overall, this chapter intricately weaves humor, emotional tension, and depth,

Illustrating Maeve's struggle to balance her concerns for her father's

wed l-beina with her own iournev of arowina un and understandina her
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Chapter 5 Summary: Apartment Buildings

In Chapter 5, titled "10 Things | Can See From Here," we delve into Maeve's
complex relationship with her family and her environment as she pays a
visit to her father and Claire in their distinctive three-story apartment
complex. The building, characterized by its layered structure and visible
wear, embodies arustic charm. However, it also evokes a sense of unease in

Maeve, signaling deeper themes of safety and stability that permeate her life.

Upon her arrival, Maeve iswarmly welcomed by Mrs. Patel, their neighbor,
who shares freshly made samosas. This interaction not only showcases
Maeve's fondness for Mrs. Patel but also emphasi zes the importance of
community and the small joys found within it. Their playful banter, filled
with humorous remarks about aging, serves as a comforting contrast to
Maeve' s underlying anxiety about her living situation and its structural

flaws.

Asthe chapter unfolds, it becomes clear that Maeve's past experiences,
particularly a competitive earthquake preparedness contest with her brother,
Dan, haveinstilled in her a heightened sense of resourcefulness and an
almost obsessive need for security. This nostalgia highlights her efforts to
navigate aworld that often feels unstable and fortifies the chapter's centra
themes: family dynamics, the nostalgia of childhood, and the quest for both
physical and emotional safety.
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Ultimately, Maeve's experiences in the apartment complex illustrate the
delicate balance between facing internal fears and embracing moments of
joy through connections with others. These interactions ground her amidst a
backdrop of uncertainty, reminding readers that human relationships can

provide solace even in the most precarious of circumstances.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Used Furniture

In Chapter 6 of *10 Things| Can See From Here*, the protagonist, Maeve,
arrives at her father’ s home, where her stepmother Claire is eagerly
preparing for afamily project aimed at transforming the cluttered downstairs
studio into “Maeve’ s Space.” Though Claire's enthusiasm is palpable, Maeve
is taken aback to find a stained mattress in the middle of the room, which

she is expected to sleep on. Despite Claire's assurances that the mattress has
been steam-cleaned, Maeve's anxiety is overwhelming, prompting her to

refuse the bed and instead opt for sleeping on the floor.

The chapter sheds light on the growing tension between Maeve and her
father. He attempts to reason with her, expressing frustration at her reaction
to the mattress, and in a moment of exasperation, he humoroudly drags the
mattressinto the alley, labeling it "Perfectly good" with a scowling princess
image. This interaction underscores the distance in their relationship,
highlighting Maeve' s struggles with anxiety and her father’ s challenges with

parenting and his own sobriety.

In an effort to mend their bond, her father surprises Maeve with anew iron
bed frame and a lightly used mattressfrom a TV show set. Although he
jokes that he acquired it for “just beer,” Maeve remains hesitant. However,
his warmth and the beautiful new sheets he presents help break down her

defenses, suggesting an opportunity for connection amid their chaotic family
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dynamic.

By the chapter’ s conclusion, Maeve begins to reclaim a sense of ownership
and comfort in her new space. As she makes the bed and pushes it into the
closet—her designated “room”—it symbolizes her search for sanctuary in
the midst of turmoil. This chapter delves into themes of anxiety, familial
relationships, and the yearning for stability, reflecting Maeve's inner journey

towards finding her own safe place amidst the challenges of family life.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Kegp Calm and Carry On

Summary of Chapter 7:

In this chapter, Maeve contemplates her return to Port Townsend, where she
isnow living with her friend Claire and Claire's father. Claire has gone out
of her way to make Maeve fedl at home, transforming her closet into a cozy
refuge adorned with thoughtful touches. However, amid thiswarmth lies a
poster that reads “KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON,” which Maeve finds
particularly irksome. While Claire's intention is to uplift, the slogan starkly

reminds Maeve of the immense pressures and emotional struggles she faces.

As Maeve grapples with her mixed feelings about the poster, she also
acknowledges the generosity of Claire and her dad, who strive to create a
nurturing atmosphere despite their own financial hardships. Maeve's father is
rediscovering his artistic talents, creating whimsical artworkslike a
lighthearted portrait of dogs dressed in regal outfits. These moments of
humor provide Maeve with brief relief from her anxieties, yet they do little

to erase the deeper turmoil within her.
Maeve's reflections are tinged with sadness as she navigates her worries

about school and the impending departure of her mother, who is preparing

for atrip to Haiti. The reputation of her new school looms large in her mind,
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filled with memories of violence and despair. This adds to her sense of
isolation, intensifying her longing for connection with her mother, who feels

increasingly distant.

This chapter poignantly explores themes of family dynamics, belonging, and
the weight of anxiety and expectations. As Maeve pursues her artistic
dreams amidst these challenges, the absence of her mother looms large,

highlighting her struggle to find a true sense of home.
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Chapter 8: Raymond’s Penis

In Chapter 8 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," the focusis on Maeve,
who is navigating a tumultuous period in her family life, particularly
concerning her mother and her brother, Raymond. Once a steadfast presence
in their hometown of Port Townsend, Maeve's mother is now contemplating
asignificant shift: moving to Haiti to support Raymond’ s charitable efforts.
This idea unsettles Maeve, who feels the stability of her family shifting
beneath her.

As Maeve grapples with her feelings about her mother’ s potential departure,
the situation escal ates when she encounters Raymond unexpectedly in a
vulnerable state in the kitchen. This unsettling moment shatters Maeve's
childhood innocence and intensifies her fears about her mother forming a
new romantic relationship, which she resents deeply. The sight of her
brother naked symbolizes a broader invasion of her space and comfort,

exacerbating her anxiety about the changes rippling through her family.

Amid these events, Maeve reflects on cherished memories with her mother,
contrasting them with her present discomfort. This conflict highlights
themes of |oss, adolescence, and the struggle for independence as Maeve
contemplates the complexities of growing up. Her inner turmoil underscores
apainful awareness that her mother’ s relationship with Raymond may alter

their bond forever, leaving Maeve feeling alienated and uncertain about her
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place in her mother’ s life.

In essence, this chapter encapsul ates Magve's anxiety regarding change,
intimacy, and adult relationships, encapsulating her fears of losing the
familial connection she once took for granted. As she navigates these

turbulent emotions, Maeve' s journey becomes a poignant exploration of the
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Chapter 9 Summary: King Percival

In Chapter 9 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve grapples with
profound feelings of loneliness, exacerbated by her mother's absence in
Haiti. The distance amplifies her longing for their close-knit bond,
characterized by her mother’ s unwavering love and support, which now
seems just out of reach. This emotional strain leads Maeve to contemplate a
drastic escape to the bus station, reflecting her yearning to abandon her

current life and seek solace elsewhere.

Just as Maeve's emotions feel overwhelming, she receives a heartfelt text
from her mother. This message serves as a poignant reminder of their
enduring connection, illustrating how love transcends physical distance and

providing her a moment of comfort amid her tangled feelings.

Yet, it isthe lively chaos of her family that momentarily disrupts her
melancholic thoughts. Maeve' s younger siblings, the twins, break into her
room, their playful chatter about epic battles between their father’s
handcrafted gnomes brings lightness and joy. Their enthusiastic bickering
over "war talks' not only distracts Maeve from her internal struggles but

also infuses her with a sense of warmth and belonging.

Amidst these small yet significant moments of family interaction, Maeve

discovers solace and gratitude. The realization that laughter and connection
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can flourish even in times of turmoil allows her to breathe easier and
embrace the joyful aspects of her life. This chapter highlights the theme of
familial love as a source of strength, demonstrating that even in deep
moments of isolation, support and joy can emerge from the shared

experiences of family life.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Birth

In Chapter 10 of "10 Things | Can See From Here" by Carrie Mac, Maeve
reflects on a pivotal moment from her childhood: the home birth of her
younger twin brothers, Corbin and Owen. At only ten years old, Maeve finds
herself caught in awhirlwind of emotions during this chaotic and intimate
experience. The sceneis set with midwives bustling around, her father and
Clairein abirthing pool, and the comforting aroma of chai wafting from the

kitchen, providing a stark contrast to the tension in the air.

Asthe birth unfolds, Maeve'sjoy is shadowed by anxiety—both about the
safety of her mother and the newborns, and the underlying fragility of life
itself. Complications arise, such as the presence of meconium, which
exacerbates her fears about potential risksto her family. Maeve' s anxiety is
compounded by disturbing images she recalls from her research on the
dangers associated with home births, leaving her preoccupied with thoughts

of loss and mortality.

The chapter delvesinto the strained dynamics between Maeve and her
parents, particularly Claire's wish for another home birth, this time without
midwives. Maeve' s fear crescendos, pushing her to confront Claire about her
worries. In atender moment of vulnerability, she expresses her concerns,
leading Claire to reassure her that midwives will again be present,

aleviating some of Maeve's fears.
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In an effort to distract herself from the weight of her thoughts, Maeve
interacts with Owen, who shares awhimsical story that temporarily lifts her
spirits. The chapter concludes with Maeve reflecting deeply on the
complexities of life and death, emphasizing the emotional turmoil she

experiences amid the ordinary yet profound moments of family life.

This chapter poignantly highlights themes of childhood innocence clashing
with adult fears, the complexities of family relationships, and the delicate
nature of life. Maeve navigates her overwhelming worry while also seeking
solace and love within her family, encapsulating the intensity of emotions

that can arise in moments of joy and uncertainty.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Maybe

In Chapter 11 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve begins her day in
the serene surroundings of Port Townsend, where the comforting sounds of
nature stand in stark contrast to the chaos she associates with her dad's
house. Despite the tranquility, Maeve is consumed by anxiety regarding her
mother’ simpending trip to Haiti with Raymond, her new partner. Clinging
to the hope that a message from her could change her mother’ s mind, she

walits for a phone call.

When her mother calls, Maeve' s heart sinks as she learns that her mom is en
route to the airport. This news triggers a whirlwind of emotions within
Maeve, who aches for her mother, their shared home, and the familiar
sanctity of their garden. Asthey speak, Maeve's unease grows; she imagines
her mother facing danger in Haiti and is catapulted back to a traumatic
incident in her past involving her friend Ruthie, which adds to her feelings

of displacement.

Maeve' s thoughts spiral deeper into anxiety and resentment as she grapples
with her feelings towards Raymond, blaming him for the separation from her
mom. In amoment of desperation, she even fantasizes about Raymond
suffering a heart attack, wishing to thwart the trip. However, she quickly
admonishes herself for such a cruel thought, revealing the inner turmoil that

comes from her longing for stability and connection with her family.
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Throughout this chapter, the themes of longing, anxiety, and the
complexities of familial relationships resonate powerfully as Maeve
navigates her fears. Her deep love for her mother isintricately entangled
with her bitterness toward Raymond, painting avivid picture of the
emotional challenges she faces in adapting to changesin her family
dynamics. This chapter encapsulates the poignant struggle of ayoung girl
caught between the desire for familial unity and the painful realities of life's

transitions.
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Chapter 12: Distraction

In Chapter 12 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," we delve deeper into

Maeve's journey with her pervasive anxiety, illustrating its significant
impact on her daily life. Asthe protagonist, Maeve navigates her thoughts
and feelings, often overwhelmed by worry. Her friend Claire suggests
various distractions to help ease her anxiety, such as circus camp or knitting;
however, these endeavors frequently backfire, intensifying Maeve' s distress
rather than alleviating it.

As Maeve embarks on a solo trip with her younger twin brothers to visit
their grandmother, her thoughts spiral into awhirlwind of "what if"
scenarios. She becomes fixated on fears surrounding the journey,
particularly concerning the ferry ride — haunted by memories of aferry
accident from the past that left alingering mark on her psyche. While Claire
remains unfazed and encourages a more lighthearted view, Maeve is trapped

in acycle of unsettling thoughts, driven by her anxiety.

During the ferry ride, Maeve attempts to channel her fearsinto her art by
sketching fellow passengers. However, her mounting worries about possible
disasters overshadow her creative outlet. In amoment of stress, she grips her
mother's scarf tightly, a physical representation of her need for comfort and
security. This episode further connects her anxiety to alarger specter of fears

concerning natural disasters, demonstrating how entrenched her worries are
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in her everyday life.

While interacting with her brothers, particularly the humorous yet impulsive
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Chapter 13 Summary: Not Finding the Girl You Are
L ooking For

In Chapter 13 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve embarks on a
quest to reconnect with agirl she briefly met in awaiting room, recognized
by her distinctive rainbow patch. Accompanied by her younger brother
Owen, who seems more comfortable by her side than mingling with others at
the arcade, M aeve searches throughout the boat, hoping to find the girl. As
they explore the cafeteria, gift shop, and even the bathrooms, Maeve's
anxiety grows; she feels an overwhelming pressure to make this fleeting

connection meaningful.

Throughout the chapter, Maeve grapples with her self-doubt, questioning the
significance of their brief interaction. She criticizes herself for not taking the
opportunity to engage more deeply and worries about whether her feelings
for the girl arejust a product of her overactive imagination. Just when she
fears that her chance has dipped away, she spots the girl leading a group of
younger children, surrounded by instruments and parents. However, even
this sight induces hesitation in Maeve, as she doubts whether she should

interrupt the girl's engagement with others.
This chapter poignantly illustrates Maeve's internal struggles with anxiety

and the universal longing for connection during adolescence. The themes of

inadequacy and isolation are prevalent, highlighting the challenges of
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navigating social interactions. Ultimately, as the bus carrying the girl pulls
away, Maeveisleft with a sense of frustration and regret, contemplating the
missed opportunity to bridge the gap between them. This moment resonates
with the complexities of youth, where the desire to reach out often clashes

with the fears of regjection and misinterpretation.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Grandma

In Chapter 14 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve spends a day at
the beach with her brothers, Corbin and Owen, while waiting for their
grandmother, who has a reputation for being late—much like Maeve's
father. To pass the time, the siblings engage in playful activities, such as

skipping rocks and crab hunting, setting arelaxed and familial scene.

When Grandma finally arrives, her warm and enthusiastic greeting brings a
moment of levity, but soon shifts to tension as Maeve grapples with her
intense anxiety about driving. Her fear amplifies when Grandma suggests
teaching her to drive, prompting Maeveto resist the idea. This resistance
servesto illustrate Maeve' s ongoing struggle with panic and her heightened
awareness of potential dangers, particularly when it comesto driving, an

activity that symbolizes independence.

Throughout their conversation, Grandma reminisces about granting her sons
the freedom of the road at a certain age, providing insight into her
perspective on autonomy and responsibility. However, as Maeve' smind
races with disturbing car accident statistics, her fears worsen, painting a
vivid picture of her anxious thought patterns and tendency to prepare for the

worst outcomes.

L ater, the family shares a meal, after which Grandma heads for her daily
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swim in the ocean. Maeve and Owen linger on the beach, but Maeve's
anxiety returns as she watches Grandma swim further from shore. Sheis
again consumed by worries for her grandmother’ s safety, illustrating
Maeve' s continuous battle with her fears and the impact anxiety has on her

daily experiences.

The chapter artfully weaves together moments of lighthearted family
bonding and profound introspection, offering adual lensinto Maeve's
internal struggles while simultaneously showcasing the endearing quirks of
her family. This balance not only deepens readers’ understanding of Maeve's
character but also underscores broader themes of family dynamics,

independence, and the pervasive nature of anxiety.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Broken Bones

In Chapter 15, titled "10 Things | Can See From Here," the tranquil morning
at Grandma's cottage takes a harrowing turn as Maeve and her family
navigate an unexpected crisis. After a cozy breakfast, the boys, Owen and
Corbin, embark on an adventurous mission to build a makeshift outpost in
the forest, a symbolic gesture of childhood freedom. However, their
playtime quickly devolves into chaos when Owen runs back, terrified and
yelling about a serious accident involving Corbin, who has fallen from atree

and suffered a severe arm injury, resulting in atwisted fracture.

Amid the panic, Grandmatakes the reins, urging Maeve and Owen to remain
cam and retrieve the first-aid kit. Although Mageve battles her anxiety and
feelings of inadequacy in the face of Corbin'sinjury, Grandma stepsin with
her reassuring presence and practical skills, reminding everyone that
"accidents happen." This mantra, however, doesn't aleviate Maeve's guilt
over allowing the boysto play unsupervised in arisky setting, highlighting
the delicate balance between fostering independence and ensuring safety.

As they rush Corbin to the hospital, he humorously quips about the
possibility of losing hisarm, revealing aresilient spirit even in distress. This
moment underscores the dynamics of family support as they navigate fear
and uncertainty together. The chapter concludes with Maeve and Grandma

in the hospital lobby, filled with anxiety as they await the arrival of Dad and
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Claire, emphasizing the enduring bond and collective concern of the family

during acrisis.

Key themesin this chapter include the tension between childhood
independence and parental responsibility, the unpredictability of accidents,
and the strength of family tiesin challenging moments. Maeve' s struggle
with guilt and hel plessness contrasts with Grandma's pragmatic approach,
Illustrating the challenges of guiding children while allowing them to

explore their surroundings.
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Chapter 16: Parental Marital Tension

In Chapter 16, titled "10 Things | Can See From Here," the emotional
tension escalates as Claire and her father navigate the chaotic environment
of the hospital following Corbin's surgery for a broken arm. Claire’ stypical
blend of nurturing and concern surfaces, but it is further complicated by a
strained relationship with her father. Their dialogue is laced with sarcasm
and frustration, revealing deeper issues that extend beyond the immediate
hospital situation.

As Claire attempts to soothe the atmosphere by offering snacks, she is met
with her father’ s coldness, intensifying her frustration. Owen, Claire's
younger son, becomes inadvertently ensnared in the emotional fallout,
i[luminating the turmoil bubbling beneath the surface of the family dynamic.
Claire'sworries also extend to her partner, Billy, whose absence during this
critical moment raises alarm bells for her. Past struggles with addiction and
infidelity create a backdrop of anxiety, amplifying her fears about Billy’'s

potential relapse and itsimpact on their family.

This chapter also delvesinto Claire's reflections on her own parents
tumultuous history, particularly her father's past infidelities, which linger in
her mind and make her question the stability of her own family. Feeling
overwhelmed, she seeks solace by locking herself in the bathroom, where

the weight of her cumulative crises strikes her — from Corbin’sinjury to the
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impending birth of another child.

Ultimately, this chapter artfully encapsulates themes of anxiety, complex
family dynamics, and the quest for emotional equilibrium amidst chaos. It
underscores the intertwining of love and trust within relationships,

I[lustrating how past wounds can influence present circumstances and
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Chapter 17 Summary: Bumping into People

In Chapter 17 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Claire finds herself at
the hospital, having stayed with her brother Corbin after his discharge. The
atmosphere is tense as their father departs for work, leaving Claire feeling
exhausted and overwhelmed. In an effort to lighten the mood, their Grandma

encourages the siblings to join her for brunch at a nearby café.

Asthey make their way to the café, Corbin's excitement about waffles
contrasts with Maeve's introspection. She reflects on a bittersweet memory
tied to a song from their past, illustrating the blend of joy and sorrow that

often characterizes her family dynamics.

Upon arriving at the café, Maeve is struck by the sight of agirl from the
ferry and bus station playing her father's song on the violin. Thisleads her to
hesitate, torn between her desire to connect and her apprehension. However,
her brother Owen's enthusiasm compels her to approach the violinist, named
Salix. The two young women share mutual interests in music and art, further
bonding over their personal experiences related to their fathers and afavorite

coffee spot.
Astheir conversation unfolds, Maeve and Salix experience a mix of

laughter, awkwardness, and flirtation. The encounter reaches a pivotal

moment when Salix asks for Maeve's phone number, surprising and exciting
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Maeve. Despite her nervousness, she manages to make the exchange and
they agree to meet for coffee, leaving Maeve with a swirl of
emotions—hopeful yet uncertain about what this budding relationship might
bring.

This chapter highlights key themes of connection, young love, and the
journey of self-discovery. Maeve' s growing relationship with Salix not only
boosts her confidence but also deepens her appreciation for her father's
influence, intertwining her personal growth with the warmth of familial

bonds and the challenges of navigating new friendships.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Gut Instinct

In Chapter 18 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve is eager to share
an uplifting experience with her father—a moment that captures her
newfound joy and excitement. She has recently seen atalented girl named
Salix playing the violin at the ferry terminal, and the encounter inspires her,
igniting a spark of enthusiasm she longs to share. However, when she calls
her dad, expecting his support, she quickly discovers that heis distracted and
disengaged, barely offering the encouragement she yearnsfor. This
disconnection leads to disappointment, emphasizing the emotional distance

that has grown between them.

Asthe conversation unfolds, Maeve' sinitia excitement is overshadowed by
the unsettling feeling that her father may not be truthful about his
whereabouts. This revelation weighs on her, highlighting the fragility of
their relationship and her deep-seated desire for connection amidst her
father’ s apparent apathy. She experiences a poignant conflict within herself:
the thrill of her encounter with Salix clashes with the hurt from her dad's

lack of interest, illustrating the complexity of familial love and expectations.

Seeking solace, Maeve turns to her mother, who provides alistening ear. She
shares her enthusiasm about Salix, while also hinting at the troubling
dynamics with her father. Through this dialogue, Maeve finds a small

glimmer of comfort, reinforcing the importance of communication and
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understanding in her life. The music from Salix resonates with her, wrapping
her in a comforting embrace and reflecting the bittersweet nature of her

journey.

This chapter artfully captures the themes of connection, the challenges of
familial relationships, and the intricate emotionstied to growing
up—showing that joy and sorrow can coexist, often in the same breath.
Maeve' s experiences highlight her resilience as she navigates the
complexities of her world, striving to find her voice amidst the chaos of her
relationships.
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Chapter 19 Summary: Dead Bodies

In Chapter 19 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve's return to the
city is abruptly overshadowed by a shocking event that challenges her
emotional stability. While home, she inadvertently uncovers a box of
birthing supplies, which exacerbates her anxiety about the impending arrival
of her own child. In an attempt to cope, Maeve decides to visit her neighbor,

Mrs. Patel, seeking comfort in their friendship.

However, upon arriving, Maeve finds the door unlocked and is met with the
unsettling sounds of a soap opera echoing from within. Her curiosity turns to
horror as she discovers Mrs. Patel lying unconscious on the floor,
surrounded by vomit. The grim realization that she is dead sends Maeve
spiraling into panic and confusion, as she feels helplessin the face of such

immediate | oss.

As paramedics and police swarm the scene, Maeve finds herself
overwhelmed by questions about Mrs. Patel’s medical history, all while
trying to process the trauma engulfing her. The arrival of her friend Claire
provides minimal solace, as Claire struggles to grasp the intensity of

Maeve's grief.

In search of connection, Maeve reaches out to her father, Billy, hoping for

reassurance amidst her turmoil. Unfortunately, his lack of response amplifies
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her feelings of abandonment and frustration. The chapter starkly portrays
themes of grief and isolation as Maeve confronts the emotional weight of
Mrs. Patel's death alone. This day becomes a pivotal moment in her life,

reinforcing her sense of vulnerability and highlighting the harsh reality of

loss during such a crucial and anxious period.
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Chapter 20: Killing Someone

In Chapter 20 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," the emotional landscape
Is deeply shaped by the recent passing of their neighbor, Mrs. Patel, which
|leaves siblings Maeve and Owen grappling with grief and confusion. The
chapter opens with Maeve ensconced in adisturbing silence, wrestling with
guilt and sorrow in the wake of the tragedy. This moment of reflection sets
the stage for the exploration of their intertwined emotions, underscoring the

strength of their bond amidst adversity.

As Maeve and Owen prepare for bed, the night is tinged with Maeve's
haunting memories of Mrs. Patel's death. Tormented by thoughts of cardiac
arrest, she grapples with the burden of guilt, acutely feeling that her earlier
wish for someone else might have unwittingly contributed to the neighbor's
fatality. This superstition magnifies the chapter's themes of guilt, self-blame,

and the perceived weight of one's thoughts on redlity.

In her struggle for solace, Maeve finds comfort in her younger brother,
Owen. Just when her despair seems overwhelming, a small, innocent
mishap—Owen wetting the bed—introduces a fleeting moment of levity,
starkly contrasting Mrs. Patel’ s death. Thisincident serves as a poignant
reminder of life' sfragility and the simple innocence of childhood,

highlighting how ordinary events can provide respite from sorrow.
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The chapter culminates in a shared moment of normalcy as Maeve and
Owen settle into their legping bags. This small act fosters a sense of peace,
if only temporary, allowing Maeve to momentarily quiet her turbulent
thoughts. The rhythmic beating of their hearts symbolizes the continuity of
life and the glimmer of hope that persists even in the face of overwhelming
grief. Asthey cling to this connection, the reader senses the precarious

balance between despair and hope that Maeve navigates throughout the
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Chapter 21 Summary: Parents Arguing

In Chapter 21 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," the protagonist
confronts the heavy emotional toll of recent events, particularly the
traumatic experience of discovering Mrs. Patel’ s lifeless body. This incident
has left her struggling with her own grief, compounded by the turmoil in her
home life, particularly related to her father, Billy's, alcoholism.

After anight filled with unsettling dreams that reflect her inner turmoail, the
protagonist awakens to the sound of Billy returning home late and
inebriated. The scene quickly escalates into a confrontation between him and
Claire, highlighting the deteriorating family dynamics. Claire's frustration
surfaces as she chastises Billy for his irresponsible behavior, emphasizing
the detrimental impact his drinking has on Maeve, the protagonist, who feels

caught in the middle of their conflict.

Asthe argument unfolds, Billy reacts with defensive dismissal, unable or
unwilling to grasp the full extent of the harm his actions have wrought. From
her place in the shadows, the protagonist experiences a bittersweet mix of
yearning for her father's affection and deep disappointment in his lack of
accountability. The chapter concludes with her watching him succumb to
sleep on the couch, oblivious to the emotional chaos around him. Through
this powerful portrayal of addiction and family dysfunction, the narrative

conveys the protagonist’ s profound need for parental support and connection
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during her time of grief.
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Chapter 22 Summary: What Happens After You Die

In Chapter 22 of "10 Things | Can See From Here" by Carrie Mac, Maeve
confronts the emotional upheaval following the sudden death of Mrs. Patel,
acherished elder in her community. This event triggers profound reflections

on loss and guilt as Maeve struggles to make sense of her feelings.

The chapter opens with Maeve reeling from the news of Mrs. Patel’s
passing, which serves as a stark reminder of the fragility of life. Her friend
Ruthie shares her own experience of losing afamily member, providing a
contrast to Maeve' s emotional distress with her pragmatic view that death is
an undeniable part of life. This moment underscores the different ways
people cope with grief—Ruthi€'s rationality juxtaposes Mageve's intense

SOrrow.

As Maeve grapples with her emotions, she is haunted by an unfounded sense
of guilt, believing that her earlier, careless thoughts wishing misfortune upon
others might have led to Mrs. Patel's fate. This spiraling blame exacerbates
her anguish, reminding her of her previous loss—the death of her beloved
dog, O’ Ryan. This memory serves as a pivotal turning point, deepening
Maeve's understanding of grief and the physical and emotional sensations

that accompany it.

After the funeral, Maeve's father tries to connect with her but struggles to
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find the right words. Maeve experiences a growing detachment from her
parents, particularly during a conversation with her mother, who seems
oblivious to the depth of Maeve's turmoil. In an effort to connect, her mother
inquires about Maeve's plans with Salix, a boy she has feelings for, but
Maeve feels unworthy of such joys and ultimately decides to cancel their
date.

The chapter encapsulates the key themes of guilt, the complexity of grief,
and the longing for meaningful communication. Maeve' sinterna struggle
highlights the difficulty of seeking support while feeling burdened by
sorrow. Through her interactions with friends and family, the narrative
illustrates her yearning for deeper understanding and connection, shedding

light on the inevitable emotional turbulence that accompanies|oss,
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Chapter 23 Summary: Little Kids and the Subject of
Death

In Chapter 23 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," the story unfolds as
Maeve, Corbin, and Owen embark on atrip to get ice cream—a seemingly
lighthearted outing that quickly evolvesinto an exploration of the weighty
theme of death. Asthey walk, Maeve isreminded of Mrs. Patel’ s upcoming
funeral, apoignant event that prompts her to reflect on the different cultural
perceptions of death. The boysjoin in, each sharing their persona
experiences with loss, from beloved pets to cherished family members,

which further reinforces the varying ways people cope with grief.

Thelir conversation leads to memories of Mia\Wong, a girl they once knew
whose birthday celebration lingersin Maeve's mind as a bittersweet
reminder of joy lost. Asthey reminisce, Maeve feels a degper connection to
Mrs. Patel, a nurturing figure who provided comfort during her darker days,
complicating her feelings around the topic of mortality. Theinitially jovial
tone shifts as Maeve admits that thoughts of ice cream now evoke pain and

nausea, highlighting her struggle with grief and loss.

Asthe friends attempt to lighten the mood by discussing what they might
prefer in the afterlife, Maeve finds herself overwhelmed, grappling with the
weight of the conversation. In atender moment, Owen offers his support,

and they share reassuring banter about looking down from beyond, blending
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humor with the poignancy of their fears. This exchange serves to deepen
their friendship, underscoring the importance of companionship in

navigating life's challenging moments.

Overall, this chapter deftly intertwines themes of grief and the innocence of
youth as Maeve and her friends confront difficult realities together. Through
their interactions, readers witness the emotional stakesinvolved in their

lives, illustrating how friendship can provide solace amid sorrow.
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Chapter 24: Dead People’'s Empty Houses

In Chapter 24 of "10 Things | Can See From Here" by Carrie Mac, we delve
into Maeve's emotional turmoil following the death of her beloved
neighbor, Mrs. Patel. The chapter opens with Maeve returning home, only to
find movers emptying Mrs. Patel’ s apartment—an unsettling sight that
symbolizes the abrupt end of a cherished friendship.

Amidst the hustle and bustle of the movers, Maeve grapples with her guilt,
believing her negative thoughts may have contributed to Mrs. Patel’s
passing. Her internal struggle deepens until she encounters Bandhu, Mrs.
Patel's son, who provides a crucia revelation: diabetes was a significant
factor in her mother’ s death. This revelation serves to absolve Maeve of her
misplaced guilt, transforming her despair into a sense of relief as she

acknowledges that sheis not to blame.

As the movers continue their work, Maeve reminisces about the warmth of
her friendship with Mrs. Patel—sharing card games and tea that highlight
their deep bond. These memories evoke a complex mix of emotions within
Maeve, transitioning from sorrow to acceptance and, ultimately, a strange

comfort in understanding the true nature of their relationship.

Towards the chapter’ s conclusion, Maeve hesitantly enters the now-empty

apartment, feeling the lingering presence of Mrs. Patel in the silence. In this
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poignant moment, she begins to clean up and honor her friend’s memory,
recognizing the multifaceted nature of 1oss. The chapter closes with Maeve
embracing the bittersweet reality of moving forward, both in her lifeand in
preserving Mrs. Patel’ s legacy. Through this chapter, we witness Maeve's

journey from guilt to acceptance, underscoring the enduring impact of
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Chapter 25 Summary: Funeralsand Fathers

In Chapter 25 of "10 Things | Can See From Here" by Carrie Mac, the
protagonist grapples with deep guilt and frustration following the death of
their neighbor, Mrs. Patel, who held a meaningful place in their family'slife.
Asthey prepare for her memorial service at a Hindu temple, the weight of
grief is compounded by their worry that sharing their own emotional
turmoil—especially following arecent heart attack incident—might come
across asirrational or "crazy." This struggle illustrates the internal conflicts

faced by adolescents, especially during times of |oss.

The chapter takes an emotional turn when Billy, the narrator's father, failsto
show up for the memorial. This absence ignites a sense of panic in Claire,
the narrator’ s mother, escalating her agitation. Asthey attend the service,
Claire's unease grows; sheis confronted not only by the sorrow of losing
Mrs. Patel but also by the cultural and linguistic differences present at the
temple. Her focus wavers, made difficult by her children's restlessness

during the solemn occasion.

Driven by afierce maternal instinct, Claire choosesto |leave the service to
search for Billy, underscoring her determination to hold the family unit

together amid chaos. Their frantic search progresses through various bars
and restaurants, providing fleeting moments of levity as the boys express

their hunger and engage in innocent banter, showcasing the contrast between
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the sadness of the day and their youthful exuberance.

Ultimately, their quest leads them home, where they find Billy asleep in
their bed—a sight that shatters Claire's patience and leads to an emotional
explosion. In this climactic moment, the narrator takes on the role of
peacemaker, soothing the twins and attempting to provide stability as
familial tensions reach aboiling point. This chapter poignantly explores
themes of grief, the complexities of family dynamics, and the struggle to
navigate emotions during loss, revealing the fragility and strength of familial

bonds in the face of neglect and disarray.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Missing Ruthie

Summary of Chapter 26

In this chapter, the protagonist grapples with feelings of isolation and a
longing to reconnect with her friend Ruthie. Unlike the more emotionally
charged relationships she has with her mother, Claire, Nancy, and Dan,
Ruthie presents a calming and scientific approach to life, providing a steady
support that allows the protagonist to articulate her heavy feelings without
added emotiona weight. This contrast makes Ruthie a figure of comfort and

understanding during challenging times.

Asthe protagonist reflects on their friendship, she decides to reach out to
Ruthie viaemail, even though their relationship has recently been strained
and characterized by silence. She confides her worries, highlighting issues
such as her troubled relationship with her father and her uncomfortable
experiences in bars. Despite her eagerness to reconnect, she battles feelings
of insecurity and fear of rgection that make her hesitate before sending her

email.
Ultimately, the nostalgia and yearning for their friendship compel her to

press “send,” unleashing awave of conflicting emotions—an intertwining of

hope and anxiety. Her email is a blend of heartfelt confessions and
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lighthearted humor, displaying her efforts to mend the rift with jokes
intertwined with serious sentiments. Throughout the chapter, themes of
vulnerability, the complexity of relationships, and the struggle for trust
surface prominently, as she navigates her feelings of disconnection and the
desire for support. The chapter poignantly encapsulates her yearning to
revive their once-close camaraderie, hoping that Ruthie remembers the
strong bond they once shared, despite the challenges that have arisen

between them.
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Chapter 27 Summary: Surprises

In Chapter 27 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," the protagonist embarks
on an emotional rollercoaster as she prepares for what she hopes will be a
momentous date with Salix. Initially distressed, she learns that a text she
believed to be sent to cancel their meeting never actually went through,
leaving Salix still eager to meet. Thisrevelation fills her with a surge of

relief and excitement for their upcoming encounter.

As the chapter unfolds, the protagonist reflects on her past connection with
Jessica, another girl with whom she shared a mix of tenderness and tension.
Their relationship was marked by intimate moments, including a hesitant
first kiss during a slegpover that challenged their boundaries. This
juxtaposition showcases the complexity of young love, underscoring both

the thrill and discomfort that often accompany first romantic experiences.

Central to the narrative are themes of impulsiveness, the exhilaration of
budding romance, and the intricate process of self-discovery. The
protagonist's mixture of anxiety and eagerness poignantly illustrates the
vibrant, yet intimidating essence of first dates, highlighting the delicate
nature of navigating youthful emotions and relationships. This chapter marks
an important step in her journey toward forging genuine connections,

revealing the deeper layers of her burgeoning identity and desires.
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Chapter 28: Jessica

In Chapter 28 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," the protagonist takes a
significant step in her journey of self-discovery by coming out as gay to her
dad and her friend Claire. Her father’ s humorous reaction, wherein he quips
that he likes girls too, adds levity to the moment. Although Claireisinitially
surprised, she quickly shares her own experience of having a girlfriend in
college, attempting to connect with the protagonist. However, the
protagonist grapples with the distinction between bisexuality and her own
identity, feeling that her attraction to girlsis distinct and more profound,

leaving boys in a peripheral position.

As the protagonist navigates her feelings towards her peers, she finds herself
captivated by the girls around her, often observing them intently during
interactions and movements. Despite a talent for sketching, which she
indulgesin during gym class, she feelslargely invisible amidst her
classmates—outcasted as the geeky one. Thisfeeling of obscurity shifts
dramatically with the arrival of Jessica, the new girl. Jessica’ s unexpected
acknowledgment serves as a catalyst for the protagonist’ s self-perception,
highlighting the profound effect that recognition from others can have on

one's sense of belonging and identity.

During their interaction, Jessicareveals a quirky anecdote about her tattoo,

showcasing her bold and charismatic personality. Their exchangeis tinged
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with nervousness but also a playful energy, hinting at the potential for a
deeper relationship between them. Jessica s affectionate gesture brightens
the moment, encapsulating the awkward yet thrilling nature of young
affection and friendship. Through this chapter, themes of identity, visibility,

and the complexities of attraction are explored, reflecting the protagonist’s
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Chapter 29 Summary: Dates

In Chapter 29, titled "10 Things | Can See From Here," we delve into
Maeve's interna struggle as she prepares for a casual outing with Salix, a
character known for her vivacious spirit and quirky style. Maeve' s anxiety
mounts as she contemplates her outfit, obsessively questioning whether she
looks presentable enough for the occasion. This apprehension momentarily
dissipates when she learns that her soon-to-be-born nieceis particularly

active, providing afleeting distraction from her worries.

After arriving at Continental, atrendy café that serves as the backdrop for
their meeting, Maeve is pleasantly surprised to find Salix already seated at a
reserved table. Salix's playful demeanor and charming personality begin to
aleviate Maeve's nerves as they share smiles and engage in conversation.
Salix's past experience working at the café adds a personal touch to their
encounter as she effortlessly orders drinks for both of them, showcasing her
generous nature and alleviating Maeve's initial embarrassment about not

having enough money.

Asthey discuss music and their favorite artists, Maeve's anxiety starts to
fade. The atmosphere lightens when Salix performs on her violin,
captivating the café patrons and earning applause, which further comforts
Maeve and helps build a connection between them. However, the mood

shifts when the conversation veers towards Maeve's week, prompting her to
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recount a painful memory—the death of her neighbor. This harsh reminder
of loss starkly contrasts with the lightheartedness of their earlier exchanges,

revealing the complexities of Maeve' s emotional state.

Feeling vulnerable after sharing such a heavy topic, Maeve suddenly
believes she has ruined the moment, leading her to abruptly leave the café.
In her rush, she accidentally causes chaos by knocking over nearby items,
amplifying her sense of embarrassment. Despite Salix's efforts to help her,
Maeve, overwhelmed by self-doubt and emotional turmoil, escapes the

scene.

This chapter intricately explores themes of self-identity, anxiety, and the
difficulty of forming connections while grappling with past trauma. Maeve's
internal conflict highlights her struggle to embrace her feelings for Salix
while navigating the weight of her own emotional history. Through her
journey, we witness the challenges of vulnerability and the profound impact

of personal experiences on relationships.
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Chapter 30 Summary: Humiliation

In Chapter 30, titled “10 Things | Can See From Here,” Maeve finds herself
engulfed in awhirlwind of emotions, emerging from a day filled with
profound loss and personal disappointment. The chapter opens with the
haunting memory of discovering her neighbor Mrs. Patel's lifeless body, a
shocking event that serves as a stark reminder of mortality and the fragility
of life. Thistragic encounter leaves Maeve grappling with feelings of grief,
magnified by her turmoil over afailed date with Salix, a girl she genuinely

caresfor.

Despite Salix’s sweet and playful messages checking in on her, Maeveis
unable to muster the energy to respond, instead retreating into her solitude.
This decision reflects her struggle to connect in the wake of such heavy
emotional burdens. As she sifts through her belongings, both tangible and
metaphorical, Maeve is engulfed in a sea of regrets—pondering the
friendships that have drifted away, particularly her bond with Ruthie, which

feelsincreasingly tenuous.

The chapter artfully navigates Maeve's inner chaos, her longing for
connection, and her confrontation with the weight of heartache. Through
evocative imagery, the narrative paints a vivid picture of her isolation,
punctuated by her struggles with grief and disappointment. The themes of

loss and regret resonate deeply, underscoring Maeve's vulnerability and her
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urgent desire for understanding in an emotionally tumultuous time. This
exploration of her internal landscape invites readers to empathize with her
plight, showcasing the complex interplay between sorrow, connection, and

the quest for solace amidst chaos.
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Chapter 31 Summary: Ruthie

In Chapter 31, titled "10 Things | Can See From Here," we explore the
nuanced friendship between Maeve and Ruthie, two young outcasts
grappling with their identities in middle school. Maeve serves asthe
narrator, reflecting on how Ruthie embodies her love for Doctor Who and
her passion for complex science, which both endeears her to Maeve and
isolates her from peers. Ruthie's distinctive oversized sneakers and quirky

backpack symbolize her uniqueness and the challenges that come with it.

The foundation of their friendship islaid in a social-skills class, where they
both struggle with essential social cues among their more tumultuous
classmates. Maeve's introspective nature balances Ruthie's anxious
brilliance, alowing them to find solace in each other as they navigate the

trials of being different.

A significant turning point arises when Ruthie reveals her attraction to girls,
prompting Maeve to confront her own feelings—a blend of affection for
Ruthie and confusion about her sexuality. As these emotions surface, Maeve

facesthe internal conflict of whether Ruthie might reciprocate her feelings.
Tension escalates with the introduction of Jessica, a vibrant newcomer who

inadvertently disrupts Maeve and Ruthie's established friendship. Jessica's

charismatic presence complicates matters as Maeve finds herself drawn to
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her, creating a sense of guilt and excitement when they share their first kiss.
This newfound connection with Jessica leads Maeve to withhold details

from Ruthie, adding to the strain between thetrio.

The situation reaches a crisis when Ruthie inadvertently witnesses a moment
between Maeve and Jessica, resulting in feelings of betrayal and heartbreak.
Hurt, Ruthie decides to distance herself, prioritizing her academics over the
friendship, and switches biology classes to further sever their ties. The
emotional fallout from thisincident leaves Maeve feeling conflicted and

regretful, deeply questioning her choices and the state of her relationships.

Through themes of identity, sexuality, and the complexities of friendship,
the chapter effectively captures the struggles of young love and loyalty.
Maeve's journey of self-discovery and emotional turmoil hints at potential
repercussions, setting the stage for the unfolding dynamicsin the chapters
ahead.
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Chapter 32: New Neighborsand Drunk Dads

In Chapter 32 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," we are introduced to Mr.
Oscar Heidelman, an eccentric older neighbor moving into Mrs. Patel’ s
former apartment. His quirky nature is highlighted by the assortment of
musical instruments he brings, including a grand piano and various stringed
instruments. This sets the stage for a curious yet friendly interaction as
Maeve, along with her brothers Corbin and Owen, meets him. Mr.
Heidelman’ s offering of ice cream sandwiches creates an amusing but warm

connection with the boys, showcasing his engaging personality.

Meanwhile, the chapter delves deeper into the tumultuous dynamics of
Maeve's family. The arrival of their father, Billy, disrupts the household.
However, his behavior is noticeably erratic; he is distracted and much more
aggressive than usual during a harmless wrestling match with Corbin, who is
currently recovering from a broken arm. The tension in the family escalates
as Billy's roughness becomes uncomfortable for the children, especially for

Claire, their mother, who keenly observes the change in his demeanor.

Asfamily tensionsrise, Claire confronts Billy about his aggressive behavior,
revealing underlying concerns about his potential relapse into alcohol
addiction—a battle he has faced in the past. This confrontation brings
simmering issues to the forefront, particularly their strained marriage and the

impact of Billy’s actions on their family life. The climax of the chapter

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

occurs when a pizza delivery arrives, triggering an explosive argument that
causes Billy to storm out, leaving the family reeling in confusion and

distress.

Maeve' sreflections on the upheaval poignantly capture the disintegration of
their family unit, illustrating the metaphorical "death" of her parents
marriage. The chapter poignantly explores themes of addiction, family
dysfunction, and the profound consequences of a parent's behavior on their

children. As Maeve and her siblings navigate their precarious situation, the

reader sees the fraailitv of thair familv bonds and the uncertaintv that looms
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Chapter 33 Summary: Running Away

In Chapter 33 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve grapples with
emotional turmoil following her separation from her mother at the bus
station. Though they promised to communicate through daily emails, Maeve
feels compelled to conceal the painful truths of her life, including her father's
escalating drinking problem and the heavy weight of her own feelings of
depression and loneliness. As she considers a bus trip to see Dan, shefeelsa
deep sense of obligation to remain until sheis certain her sister Claire and

the boys are safe.

While sitting in the park, Maeve unexpectedly runsinto Salix, leading to an
open and heartfelt conversation that helps mend their earlier
misunderstandings. Salix, who is characterized by her warmth and insight,
reaches out to Maeve despite her own challenges, creating a space for
genuine dialogue. Their exchange moves from light-hearted banter to
revealing personal stories, facilitating deeper connections between the two
teens. Salix shares her dreams of attending Juilliard and her aspirations to
travel if her plans don't pan out, while Maeve cautiously shares snippets of

her own troubled family life.
Salix cleverly distracts Maeve from her darker thoughts with afun challenge

about what items she would save in afire, illustrating how Maeve struggles

to engage and connect in light of her fears and insecurities. Astheir
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friendship beginsto deepen, Maeve feels torn between the desire to delve
into Dan's world and the allure of Salix’s more promising path. The chapter
concludes poignantly with Salix departing but encouraging Maeve to keep in
touch, signaling a shift towards new friendships amidst Maeve's personal

chaos.

The chapter underscores themes of communication and connection, shining
alight on the complexities inherent in family relationships. Maeve's internal
conflict reflects her growth as she balances the urge to escape her current life
against the opportunity to cultivate meaningful relationships like the one
with Salix. Salix emerges as a crucial support figure, providing a contrast to
Maeve's turbulent home life and offering her a glimpse of hope and warmth
through friendship. Their interactions mark a significant turning point for
Maeve, as she beginsto transition from isolation toward openness and

connection.
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Chapter 34 Summary: Forgetting About Someone Y ou
L ove

In Chapter 34, Maeve confronts a storm of emotions upon receiving a
distressing email from Raymond, indicating that her mother has been
involved in aminor car accident. Theinitial panic subsides when she sees
her mother's smiling face in ahospital photo, yet her anxiety intensifies as
she imagines worst-case scenarios. Thisinternal struggle underscores

Maeve's deep connection to her mother and her fears about familial distance.

The arrival of Claire, Maeve's supportive friend, proves crucial as she helps
Maeve reach out to the hospital for reassurance. This moment highlights the
significance of a strong support system during crises. Their phone call
becomes a bittersweet exchange, transitioning from Maeve's tears to laughter
as they reminisce about home, including heartfelt discussions about their

family garden and the peculiar happenings at their house while they’ re away.

As Maeve navigates her fears, she also grapples with ongoing family issues,
particularly concerning her father. The idea of returning home haunts her,
especialy if conditions worsen, yet she ultimately resolvesto stay where she
is, reflecting her personal growth and commitment to her friends. This
decision symbolizes Maeve's struggle between the safety of her family ties

and her responsibilitiesin her current life.
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The chapter poignantly encapsulates Maeve's complex emotions,
intertwining her anxiety about her mother's health with the comfort of their
bond, and the heavy weight of family obligations. Her father's incomplete
painting serves as a powerful metaphor for the chaos in their family,
representing both the challenges they face and the potential for resolution.
Through Maeve' sjourney, the chapter delvesinto the themes of fear,
resilience, and the enduring strength of familial love despite physical

separation.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 35 Summary: Braxton Hicks

In Chapter 35 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve wakes to an
unsettling atmosphere at home, notably due to her father's continued
absence. Her mother, Claire, isvisibly frustrated, prompting the family to
escape the city for aday trip to Alice Lake—an outing designed to alleviate
some of the tension. The boys seem indifferent to the family's strain but are

eager for the adventure that lies ahead.

Asthey prepare, Claire encourages Mageve to drive the van, presenting an
opportunity for Maeve to confront her fears surrounding driving and her
deep-seated anxieties about safety. Throughout the journey, Maeve wrestles
with the possibility of accidents and her sense of responsibility as adriver.
Y et, Claire'sinsistence that discomfort can lead to liberation resonates with

Maeve, lowly motivating her to take the wheel.

Upon arrival at the lake, Maeve faces a new challenge—her phone’ s poor
reception complicates her attempts to reach out to her friend Salix, someone
whose presence she is uncertain about. Asthe day unfolds, Claire
experiences Braxton Hicks contractions, a natural sign of her pregnancy that
adds alayer of urgency to their outing. Maeve's protective instincts surface
as she attends to her mother, showcasing her emotional growth and

newfound capacity to care for Claire during this significant time.
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The lake itself offers Maeve a momentary escape from her worries. As she
swims, the soothing water helps to drown out her anxieties about her father’s
absence and her unresolved feelings toward Salix. Eventually, she secures a
text signal and is able to confirm plans with her friend for the next day,

which brings her both excitement and relief.

The chapter concludes with Maeve reflecting on her ongoing battle with
anxiety while also celebrating a small triumph: her ability to immerse herself
in the moment and release some of her fears. This signifies her growth and
her journey toward independence, embracing themes of family dynamics,
the challenges of adolescence, and the delicate balance between anxiety and

the longing for connection.
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Chapter 36: All the Beautiful People

In Chapter 36 of "10 Things| Can See From Here," we delve into a pivotal
day shared between Maeve and Salix as they navigate the vibrant city
together. Their adventure begins at a park where Salix captivates passersby
with her violin, showcasing her artistic talent. However, Salix revealsa
cheeky secret: she's been using fake coinsin her case to spur donations, a
clever trick learned from afriend named Linden, adding alayer of playful

mischief to her character.

Asthey transition from the park to a bus ride, Maeve and Salix engagein
introspective conversation about driving. Maeve expresses her fears
regarding the dangers of driving, highlighting her cautious nature, while
Salix reveals her longing for the freedom a driver’ s license could provide.
This conversation underscores the contrasting personalities of the two
characters—Maeve's apprehensive outlook juxtaposed against Salix's

spirited dreams.

The busjourney stirsamix of emotions in Maeve, as she grapples with her
growing feelings for Salix and the inevitable conclusion of their day
together. A sense of urgency and sweetness permeates their interactions,
amplifying Maeve's desire to cherish every moment despite her anxieties

about saying goodbye.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Upon arriving at the beach, Maeve feels a sense of disconnect amidst the
seemingly perfect, sun-kissed "Beautiful People," who embody a carefree

lifestyle starkly different from her own laid-back demeanor. Salix, however,
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Chapter 37 Summary: Heights

Summary of Chapter 37

Chapter 37 delvesinto the intertwining emotional struggles of Maeve,
Claire, and their absent father, who hasleft avoidin their livesjust as Claire
faces the anxieties of pregnancy. With the impending birth of Claire's child
looming, sheisincreasingly concerned about her husband's frequent
disappearances, fearing neglect during such acrucial time. Maeve, feeling
the heavy burden of responsibility, is resolute in ensuring that Claire's

delivery is safe, prepared to take charge if their father continues to be absent.

Amid this familial turbulence, Maeve receives a surprising invitation from
her friend Salix to meet at the park at night. Despite her apprehensions
regarding the darkness, Maeve decides to summon the courage to join Salix,
who is perched atop a climbing structure. Salix encourages Maeve to climb,
reminding her of the stunning views and the thrill that awaits at the top. As
Maeve ascends, her initial fear grows, but with Salix's encouragement and
camaraderie, she overcomes her trepidation. Upon reaching the summit, they
bask in the beauty of the city skyline, which fosters a burgeoning sense of

connection between them.

Unfortunately, their tender moment is abruptly interrupted when a group of
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younger boys approaches, using homophobic slurs that transform the
atmosphere from one of intimacy to tension. Maeve wrestles with emotions
of anger and discomfort in response to the boys' taunts, while Salix takes on
a protective role, guiding Maeve down from the climbing structure as they

navigate the hostile encounter.

Asthey leave the playground, Maeve reflects on how close she and Salix
were to sharing their first kiss—a moment now marred by the boys
interruption. This chapter poignantly explores themes of fear, the weight of
familial responsibilities, and the confounding nature of young love, as
Maeve grapples with her feelings for Salix amidst the chaos of their family
life. It highlights the conflict between longing and fear, adding depth to

Maeve's emotional journey.
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Chapter 38 Summary: Bad Drummers

In Chapter 38 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," the narrative centerson
Maeve and her friend Salix as they find themselves at a park where they
engage with Mr. Heidelman, aretired neighbor and former symphony
musician. The chapter starts vibrantly as Maeve and Salix join alively drum
circle, embodying the joy of communal music-making. Mr. Heidelman,
expressing his passion for music and the violin—which Salix plays—invites

the duo to his home after the drumming session.

Asthe festivities unfold, Mr. Heidelman exhibits signs of frailty, needing to
take a break halfway through the drumming. With a blend of charm and
humor, he pauses the music to explain that an old man requires rest,
showcasing his charismatic nature despite his physical vulnerabilities. This

moment foreshadows the tender dynamics of the evening that follows.

Upon arriving at Mr. Heidelman’ s home—once owned by the beloved Mrs.
Patel—Maeve is hit by awave of nostalgia. The house is atreasure trove of
art that captivates her attention, creating an atmosphere of wonder.
Meanwhile, Salix prepares to perform, a moment that amplifies the chapter’s
exploration of artistry and emotional connection. Salix's captivating violin
performance enchants both Maeve and Mr. Heildelman, evoking feelings of

admiration and enchantment that resonate deeply within Maeve.
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Asthe evening drawsto aclose, Mr. Heldelman expresses his gratitude and
alludes to an opportunity that could enhance Salix's Juilliard application,
suggesting a hopeful future for her musical aspirations. This encouragement

highlights the importance of mentorship and support in the arts.

The chapter reaches a pivotal climax when Maeve and Salix, now enveloped
in the intimacy of their shared experiences, share a series of kisses. This
moment signifies a profound shift in their relationship, transitioning from

friendship to a deeper connection marked by elation and mutual affection.
Key Events:

1. Maeve and Salix join Mr. Heidelman in avibrant drum circle at the park.
2. Mr. Heidelman invites them to his home, showing hisfrailty and need for
rest.

3. Inside his art-filled home, Maeve experiences a mix of admiration and
nostalgia.

4. Salix's mesmerizing violin performance deepens the connection among
thetrio.

5. After receiving encouragement from Mr. Heidelman, Maeve and Salix

share an intimate romantic moment.

Themes:
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- Music and Connection: The chapter highlights how music can forge
bonds and elicit deep emotions, epitomized through the characters
interactions and Salix's enchanting performance.

- Growing Relationships: The evolution of Maeve and Salix's
relationship is underscored as they navigate their feelings, marking a

transition into romance.

- Change and Memory: Maeve's reflections on Mrs. Patel's former home
illustrate her struggle with nostalgia and the acceptance of change in her

life.

Overadll, this chapter serves as a poignant exploration of art, connection, and

emotional growth, marking a significant moment in Maeve's journey.
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Chapter 39 Summary: Dad

In Chapter 39 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," we areimmersed in
Maeve's emotional landscape as she navigates the aftermath of a blissful
moment shared with Salix, marked by a kiss that leaves her feeling elated
and dreamy. The sceneisinitially warm and comforting, enhanced by the
aroma of jasmine tea and almond cookies, which creates a stark contrast to

the turmoil that ensues when Maeve's father arrives home intoxicated.

Her father's drunken state—characterized by disorientation and
dismissiveness—triggers a painful confrontation between them. He
guestions the authenticity of their shared memories, particularly regarding a
treasured painting that symbolizes their past. This denia shatters Maeve's
sense of warmth and joy, deepening her frustration and heartache over his

alcoholism and its impact on their family life.

As Maeve grapples with the reality of her father's condition, the impending
arrival of anew sibling magnifies the existing instability. Claire, Maeve's
sister who is pregnant, bears the brunt of their father's struggles, prompting
Maeve to reflect on how these familial issues affect their relationships and

their ability to support one another.

With the dawn of a new day, Maeve contemplates sharing her newfound

happiness with Salix. However, understanding Claire's overwhelming
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situation, she chooses to keep her joy private, unwilling to add to the stress
aready weighing on her sister. Instead, she redirects her focus towards
tidying up after their father, holding onto the sweet memories of her time
with Salix as a source of unwavering strength, symbolized by the jasmine

petals she imagines clutched tightly in her hand.
This chapter poignantly encapsulates the tension between fleeting moments

of love and the harsh redlities of family struggles, weaving together themes

of memory, love, and the complexities inherent in familial relationships.
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Chapter 40: Riding a Bike

In Chapter 40 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," the protagonist, Maeve,
navigates an emotional landscape filled with familial worry, particularly
concerning her father's drinking problem. As she prepares for aday at the
spray park with her friend Salix and her younger brothers, Corbin and Owen,
Maeve juggles the chaos of her household, underscoring her nurturing

character despite her own interna turmoail.

When Salix arrives, the sceneis set for aday of fun, yet Maeve' s brothers
initially hesitate to ride their bikes. Their sibling banter isinfluenced by
Corbin's recent arm injury and compounded by their hesitation. Salix steps
in to offer encouragement, fostering a sense of camaraderie and teamwork
that helps alleviate the boys fears. Maeve, though she harbors her own
anxieties about biking rooted in a past accident, finds the strength to support
Salix and her brothers, motivated by her feelings for Salix and adesire to

create joyful memories.

At the spray park, the atmosphere shifts to one of light-hearted playfulness
filled with laughter and snacks. In a pivotal moment, Salix confesses her
feelings for Maeve, deepening their relationship and leading to sweet kisses,
punctuated by the amusing interruptions from Maeve's brothers, who tease
them. This moment encapsul ates the growing affection between the two girls

against the backdrop of Maeve's personal struggles.
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Asthe day drawsto aclose, Maeve reflects on her complicated family

dynamics, particularly her relationship with her stepmother Claire and the
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Chapter 41 Summary: Letting Go

Chapter Summary: Navigating Worries and Relationships

In this chapter, Maeve grapples with her anxiety as she anticipates a
significant shift in her family dynamics with the impending arrival of a new
sibling. This change stirs up lingering doubts about her father's erratic
behavior and absence, leaving Maeve feeling uncertain about her family's
stability.

While enjoying a casual afternoon at a café with her girlfriend, Salix,
following a swim, Maeve opens up about her worries. Salix, who is also
dealing with her own concerns regarding her mother’ s health and her future
aspirations, provides a sympathetic ear. This moment of vulnerability
illustrates the degpening of their relationship as they share their struggles

and fears.

Astheir conversation deepens, Maeve admits that her anxiety feels
particularly intense, setting it apart from typical worries. Salix shows
genuine understanding and empathy, reinforcing their growing bond. The
mood shifts when Salix encourages Mageve to share her sketchbook
drawings. This act of sharing makes Maeve feel exposed and panicked,
highlighting her fear of judgment and her ongoing battle with self-doubt and
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mental health.

The chapter poignantly explores how Maeve' s anxiety intertwines with her
daily life and influences her relationships. Salix’ s unwavering support
becomes a vital source of comfort for Maeve, showcasing themes of love,
acceptance, and the complexitiesinvolved in coping with anxiety. The
chapter concludes on a hopeful note, with Salix affirming her commitment
to being there for Maeve in difficult times, reinforcing their connection and
solidifying their relationship identity as they navigate these challenges
together.
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Chapter 42 Summary: Confrontation

In Chapter 42 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeveisjolted awake
in the middle of the night by the sound of her father's quiet return home.
This moment acts as a catalyst for Maeve, who, feeling a mix of fear and
resolve, decides to confront him about his ongoing struggles with
addiction—a recurring theme that has deeply affected their family dynamics.
With encouragement from friends and the weight of her own concerns

urging her on, she seeks to uncover the truth about her father's behavior.

As Maeve confronts him, sheis hit by a shocking revelation: her father is not
only intoxicated but also using cocaine. This discovery plunges her into a
whirlpool of emotions, making her yearn for atime when their relationship
was not marred by his addiction. The confrontation escalates quickly; her
father attempts to minimize his actions, insisting they are not asdire as
Maeve believes. Frustration consumes Maeve as she pressures him to
acknowledge the reality of his situation. Their heated exchange unveils
layers of denial and deep-seated anger, leaving Maeve burdened by her
father's secrets and refusal to take responsibility.

The scene intensifies when Claire, Maeve's sister, enters the fray. Claire
embodies strength and resilience as she confronts their father with a
directness that Maeve struggles to maintain. She demands accountability

from him, pushing him to recognize the chaos his addiction has instigated.
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Despite her powerful words, their father remains evasive, demonstrating the
pitiful grip of hisaddiction. Claire, however, stands firm, ultimately telling
him to leave and not return until he is ready to be the father they desperately
need.

Amidst this turmoil, Maeve's emotional turmoil reaches a breaking point. In
an impulsive act of pain and rage, she destroys a cherished painting of
herself with her father. This act symbolizes her profound loss and the
fracturing of their relationship, making tangible the weight of her internal
struggle as she grapples with her father's addiction and the destruction it has

wrought on their family.

Overadll, this chapter delves into themes of confrontation, the fragility of
family bonds, and the painful yet necessary quest for honesty in the face of
deceit. Maeve and Claire's resilience in dealing with their father's toxic
behavior highlights their desire for a healthier family dynamic, juxtaposed
against the backdrop of their father's troubling choices.
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Chapter 43 Summary: Saying the Hard Stuff Out L oud

In Chapter 43 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," the narrative delves deep
into Maeve's emotional landscape, triggered by a haunting dream that
intertwines her father with memories of Carol Epperly amid a backdrop of a
train and an ominous feeling of dread. This dream foreshadows the
tumultuous reality sheis aligned with, especially in light of the recent
tragedy involving Billy Glover, who succumbed to a cocaine overdose—a

stark reminder of the perils of addiction that shadow Maeve'slife.

Upon awakening, Maeve isjolted by the visual of her father at home, which
collides awkwardly with the chaos of the previous night and the emotional
aftermath of Billy's death. The family dynamics are further complicated as
her younger brothers, Owen and Corbin, embark on a quest to find their
cherished toy, King Percival, a wooden gnome that symbolizes their
yearning for safety and normalcy. While the boys are blissfully engaged in
their search, oblivious to the gravity of their surroundings, Maeve finds
herself immersed in contemplation about her father's tumultuous history and

the weight of his past mistakes.

Claire, their mother, proposes atrip to Alice Lake to uplift the boys spirits,
but Maeve' s reluctance intensifies as she feels the stark contrast between
their innocent excitement and her emotional turmoail. This outing highlights

the family's struggle to maintain semblance amidst dysfunction. Eventually,
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a conversation unfolds between Maeve, Claire, and her father, drawing
attention to his ongoing battle with addiction. He acknowledges his faults
and expresses a desire to change, yet the air is thick with an underlying

fragility—trust is an elusive thread in their familial bond.

As her father articulates his remorse, Maeve wrestles with her feelings of
anger and disappointment. The distinction between him as a flawed human
and a striving individual seeking redemption becomes painfully clear, yet
she finds it difficult to reconcile this with her own experiences and
expectations. The chapter poignantly concludes with Maeve rejecting the
notion of the family outing, signifying her internal struggle between the

desire for familial connection and the fear of potential heartbreak.

Throughout this chapter, themes of hope, love, and the arduous journey of
healing from addiction resonate deeply, marking a crucial moment in
Maeve's quest for understanding and acceptance within her fractured family

dynamics.
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Chapter 44: A Girl in My Bed

In Chapter 44 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve faces a pivotal
moment that shakes the foundation of her already tumultuous family life.
After witnessing her father, who struggles with addiction, using cocaine,
Maeve is left grappling with atorrent of emotions—disappointment, anger,
and confusion. Seeking solace, she turnsto her best friend, Salix, who
becomes her confidant in this dark moment. Salix's unwavering support

provides Maeve with a safe space to articulate her pain and fears.

Together, they explore practical ways for Maeve to cope with her
overwhelming worries. Salix introduces a metaphorical "backpack” that
Maeve can envision carrying her burdensin, a concept that encourages her
to find moments of levity amidst the weight of her struggles. Thisimagery
allows Maeve to reframe her anxiety and create distance from her emotional

turmoil.

As Maeve and Salix navigate these intricate feelings, their friendship
deepens in unexpected ways. Salix's suggestions for creative distraction not
only uplift Maeve but also foster a sense of intimacy that hints at a

bl ossoming connection between them. Through shared vulnerabilities, they
confront preconceived notions about friendship, love, and sexuality, inviting

acomplexity to their relationship that transcends traditional boundaries.
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The chapter is stegped in themes of love, fear, and the intrinsic human desire
for understanding in the face of adversity. Maeve's battle against her inner
conflicts echoes the universal challenges of adolescence—dealing with
personal trauma and the evolving nature of relationships. Ultimately, the
bond between Maeve and Salix evolves, beautifully illustrating how in the
midst of heartache and uncertainty, affection and connection can offer

profound comfort and solace. This enriching chapter encapsulates the

essence of arowina un. where nersonal struaales can lead to unexnected ties
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Chapter 45 Summary: What Happened with Ruthie

In Chapter 45 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve's world is shaken
by the arrival of aletter from her former best friend, Ruthie. Returning from
aday at the park with her friend Salix, Maeve's anxiety spikes as soon as she
recognizes Ruthie’' s handwriting on the envelope. The letter begins with
Ruthie expressing concern for Maeve' s recent struggles, including the loss
of asignificant figure, Mrs. Patel, which Maeve has been grappling with

alongside familial issues.

Asthe letter unfolds, Ruthie shifts from concern to a heartfelt apology for a
troubling incident where she physically imposed herself on Maeve. This
admission leaves Maeve in shock, forcing her to confront painful memories
of her complicated relationship with Ruthie, especially in the context of her
brief romance with Jessica. The reflections on their shared experiences, such
as their fun activities like creating hexaflexagons, highlight the depth of their

friendship but also the painful fractures within it.

The chapter escalates when Maeve recalls a particular moment with Ruthie
that culminates in an unwanted kiss, deepening her feelings of violation and
confusion. Overwhelmed by the encounter, Maeve seeks solace in her
mother’ s presence, grappling with the emotional aftermath of what

transpired.
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In a subsequent conversation with Salix, it becomes clear that Maeve
experienced a profound breach of consent. Despite the trauma of the
situation, Maeve is torn between feelings of sympathy for Ruthie and the
reality of their broken trust. Ultimately, Maeve's decision to try and salvage
their long-standing friendship underscores her hope for Ruthie’ s personal

growth and her own desire for reconciliation.

The themes of this chapter resonate deeply with young readers, delving into
complex issues of consent, the intricacies of friendship, and the importance
of personal boundaries. It sheds light on how blurred lines can complicate
relationships, emphasizing the necessity for open communication and
accountability in the wake of emotional turmoil. Maeve's journey reflects the
difficulty of navigating friendship dynamics, especially when faced with
trauma and the weight of loyalty.
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Chapter 46 Summary: Girlfriends and Parents

In Chapter 46 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," Maeve engagesin
introspection as she pens an eight-page letter to her friend Ruthie,
thoughtfully reflecting on her life experiences. This act of writing servesas a
therapeutic outlet for her, allowing her to articulate her feelings and
concerns. After mailing the letter, a chance encounter with her father, Billy,
who has been secretly following her, sets the stage for an unexpected

connection.

Billy's demeanor contrasts with his usual, mundane self as he discusses an
upcoming meeting at the Legion, hinting at his anticipation for something
new in his otherwise predictable routine. As they meander through the
vibrant summer streets alive with energy, their conversation shiftsto
Maeve' s artwork—something she regrets discarding. This exchange
becomes a moment of reconciliation, as Billy acknowledges his past critical
remarks, alowing for a glimpse of parental support and understanding that

Maeve has longed for.

However, as they approach aliguor store where Maeve's friend Salix is
busking, Maeve's anxiety intensifies. Salix, atalented musician, represents a
part of Maeve'slife that she feelsisfragile, especially in the context of her
father's struggles with addiction. Maeve's protectiveness kicks in as she

worries that introducing her father and Salix could complicate her
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friendship.

Despite Maeve's apprehensions, Billy is captivated by Salix's music and,
unable to resist, introduces himself after her performance. Their interaction
iswarm, with Billy complimenting Salix and reliving memories of hisown
musical past, which momentarily bridges his past troubles with the present.
Maeve watches this exchange with amix of hope and dread, sensing the
potential for her worlds to clash—nher father's troubled history with addiction
and her vibrant friendship with Salix.

Asthey arrive at the Legion, buzzing with a diverse crowd, the chapter
culminatesin Billy expressing a mixture of regret and affection in his
farewell to Salix, emphasizing feelings of missed opportunity and the need
for healing. This moment encapsulates the overarching themes of the
chapter—compl ex relationships shaped by addiction, the journey toward

understanding, and the possibility of rebuilding connections.
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Chapter 47 Summary: Performance Anxiety

In Chapter 47, the narrative unfolds with Salix and the narrator arriving at
the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, where they encounter Mr. Heidelman,
apivotal figurein Salix's musical journey. The excitement inthe air is

pal pable as the orchestra performs a Mozart concerto, setting the stage for

Salix's own moment of truth.

Asthey navigate the backstage area, Salix's nerves begin to surface. She
confides in the narrator about her anxiety, revealing her vulnerability as she
prepares for her performance. This intimate exchange not only builds
empathy for Salix but also underscores her determination to overcome the

fears that accompany such a significant event.

Encouraged by the narrator’ s supportive presence, Salix gathers her courage
and steps into the spotlight, marking a crucial turning point in her character
arc. She introduces her performance, beginning with Beethoven's Concerto
in D Mgjor, before unveiling her original composition, “Fear Itself,” which

she dedicates to the narrator—a gesture that signifies their deep connection.

As she plays, the acoustics of the theater elevate her artistry, transforming
her initial nerves into a stunning display of talent. The music flows from a
somber melody into a beautiful expression of her feelings, captivating both

the audience and the orchestra members. The intensity of the moment
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culminates in thunderous applause, celebrating not just her performance, but

also her personal growth and the bravery it took to face her fears.

This chapter deftly explores themes of courage, self-expression, and the
transformative power of music. Salix's journey to the stage mirrors her
development as an individual, highlighting the importance of confronting
challenges and the supportive bond depicted between her and the narrator.
The artistic climax of the performance leaves a lasting impression, making

this chapter a poignant exploration of resilience and creativity.
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Chapter 48: Birth

In Chapter 48 of "10 Things | Can See From Here," the excitement of a
beach outing unfolds as Claire takes her son Owen to have his cast
removed. With Owen’sinjury healing, the family's anticipation of a
fun-filled day grows stronger. Meanwhile, Claire's daughter Maeve finds
inspiration in her friend Salix's recent bravery during a performance.
Motivated to break free from her own reservations, Maeve steps out of her
comfort zone and volunteers to drive the family van, showcasing her

personal growth and newfound courage.

Once they arrive at the beach, the atmosphere is filled with joy and laughter
as the family enjoys the waves. However, Claire soon experiences
discomfort, hinting that something may be wrong. In a sudden turn of
events, Corbin, Claire's son, panics and announces that their mom is about to
give birth in the parking lot, sending everyone into afrenzy. In this moment
of chaos, Maeve demonstrates maturity by taking charge, coordinating the
family's frantic efforts while a lifeguard attempts to assist, despite his
admitted inexperience with childbirth.

Determined and resolute, Claire delivers her baby girl right there in the van.
Maeve rises to the challenge, channeling her fears into a supportive role for
her mother during the tense yet miraculous delivery. After awhirlwind of

emotions, Claire successfully brings their new daughter into the world,
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prompting a mix of relief and joy from the entire family.

As paramedics transport Claire and her newborn to the hospital, the family
comes together, united by the miracle of life. Maeve' s first moments holding
her new sister are filled with awe, reflecting on the delicate beauty of the
situation. When their father arrives at the hospital, he expresses his love and
joy, reinforcing the bond of family amid the unexpected challenges of the

day. The chapter concludes with a poignant sense of warmth and connection,
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Chapter 49 Summary: Night Swimming

In Chapter 49, titled "10 Things | Can See From Here," the narrative unfolds
as Claire and her family joyfully celebrate the arrival of baby Alice
December. The name choice, born from light-hearted discussions, serves as
areminder of the family's close-knit nature amidst the joyful chaos of new
beginnings. Upon returning home, they are greeted by midwives who bring
not only warmth but also a restored family painting, a poignant symbol of

continuity and love now reestablished in their lives,

Asthe evening progresses, afamily dinner punctuates the festivities, but the
mood shifts when Owen realizes that his cherished stuffed owl, Hibou, is
missing. His distress propels him into action; determined to recover Hibou,
he persuades his siblings Maeve and Salix to embark on an adventure back
to their lakeside retreat. Although they encounter obstacles, such as alocked
gate, they ultimately succeed in finding Hibou, underscoring the themes of

determination and familial support.

On their way home, the trio revelsin the warmth of a summer evening,
sharing a sense of togetherness that deepens their bond. This leads Salix to
introduce Maeve to the wonder of bioluminescence at Porteau Cove, a
natural phenomenon where ocean organisms emit a soft glow in the water.
This magical experience catalyzes a transformative moment for Maeve, as

she begins to embrace her burgeoning confidence and sexuality, navigating
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her journey of self-discovery while battling anxiety and fear.

Asthey frolic in the enchanting waters illuminated by bioluminescent light,
Maeve is captivated by the beauty surrounding her. The chapter concludes
with her feeling a profound connection to herself, her family, and the world
around her—a day marked by significant change and interconnectedness,
even amidst the soothing familiarity of her loved ones. Thisrich tapestry of
emotions encapsulates Maeve's growth and the enduring support of her

family during pivotal moments.
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