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About the book

"13 Hours" by Mitchell Zuckoff provides a detailed and gripping account of

the Battle of Benghazi, a pivotal and harrowing confrontation that took place

on September 11, 2012. The narrative centers around the assault on the U.S.

State Department Special Mission Compound and a nearby CIA station by

heavily armed terrorists. 

The book introduces the main characters: six American security operators,

often referred to as the "Annex Security Team," who were contracted to

protect American diplomats and assets in Libya. Their names—Tyrone

Woods, Glen Doherty, Mark Geist, and others—are synonymous with

courage and resilience. As the attack begins, these operatives spring into

action, facing immense challenges as they attempt to fend off the attackers

and safeguard their fellow Americans.

Zuckoff meticulously chronicles the sequence of events over the course of

thirteen hours, emphasizing the intense chaos and uncertainty that defined

that night. The operators engage in fierce firefights, navigate treacherous

terrain, and confront obstacles, all while making strategic decisions in the

face of overwhelming odds.

Throughout the narrative, Zuckoff delves into the backstory of the

geopolitical climate in Libya post-revolution, highlighting how the
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instability fostered an environment ripe for such attacks. He also addresses

the controversies surrounding the U.S. government's response to the attack

and the aftermath of the tragedy, aiming to clarify misconceptions and shed

light on the heroism displayed by these security operators.

Ultimately, "13 Hours" serves not only as a riveting account of a battle but

also as a tribute to the valor and dedication of those who risked their lives to

protect others. It stands as a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made by

service members in the line of duty, making it an unforgettable and

impactful read.
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About the author

Mitchell Zuckoff, a prominent figure in journalism and literature, serves as a

professor at Boston University while also being an acclaimed author.

Renowned for his captivating storytelling, his works include bestsellers like

"Fall and Rise," which chronicles the aftermath of 9/11, "13 Hours,"

detailing the Benghazi attack, "Lost in Shangri-La," about a WWII plane

crash in New Guinea, and "Frozen in Time," which explores the fate of

explorers in the Arctic. Zuckoff's bibliography extends to "Robert Altman:

The Oral Biography," noted as one of Amazon's Best Books of 2009, and

"Ponzi's Scheme," along with "Choosing Naia." He co-authored "Judgment

Ridge," which was a finalist for the prestigious Edgar Award, highlighting

his impact in the literary world.

Beyond his books, Zuckoff has contributed to esteemed publications like

The New Yorker and Fortune. His investigative prowess was recognized

during his tenure as a special projects reporter for The Boston Globe, where

he was a Pulitzer Prize finalist as part of the acclaimed Spotlight Team. His

exceptional reporting has earned him several honors, including the

Distinguished Writing Award from the American Society of Newspaper

Editors and the Livingston Award for International Reporting. Currently,

Zuckoff resides just outside Boston, where he continues to impact the fields

of journalism and literature with his insightful narratives and dedication to

storytelling. Through his work, he has established a reputation that bridges
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rigorous research with engaging prose, making significant contributions to

our understanding of contemporary issues and historical events.
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Chapter 1 Summary: ONE: Benghazi

Chapter 1: Benghazi - Summary

The narrative opens with Jack Silva, a 38-year-old former Navy SEAL, as he

arrives in the tumultuous city of Benghazi, Libya. He is joining the Global

Response Staff (GRS), a covert U.S. government unit dedicated to

safeguarding American personnel in perilous environments. Jack's emotions

are a complex blend of excitement for the adventure ahead and deep-seated

worry for his family's safety back in the United States.

Upon arrival, Jack's initial impressions at the chaotic airport underline his

acute awareness of danger in this unfamiliar territory. He soon connects with

his colleague, Tyrone Woods, known informally as Rone, who begins to

introduce him to the harrowing realities of Benghazi post-Gaddafi—a city

experiencing significant instability and unrest, fostering a menacing

environment for foreign nationals.

As the story unfolds, Jack learns about Libya's turbulent past, particularly

the oppressive rule of Muammar Gaddafi, whose fall left the country in

turmoil. The backdrop of Benghazi is one of conflict and

disenfranchisement, with simmering anti-American sentiment boundaries

that complicate their mission. 
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The camaraderie between Jack and Rone, forged through their shared

experiences in the Navy, adds a personal dimension to the unfolding saga.

Their bond is built on trust and a common goal: to protect U.S. interests

during a time of escalating violence.

As Jack and Rone traverse the crumbling streets of Benghazi, they witness

the daily struggles faced by its residents, all while navigating the pervasive

threat posed by armed militias, many of which are fueled by extremist

ideologies. This foreshadows the imminent dangers that will loom over their

operation.

The chapter concludes with Jack's arrival at the CIA Annex, a facility

marked by heightened security measures. This setting becomes a focal point

for their upcoming covert missions, highlighting the precariousness of their

situation in a volatile region. The groundwork laid in this opening chapter

establishes the tense, dangerous atmosphere that will define their

experiences in Benghazi, intertwining their personal stakes with the larger

geopolitical context.
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Chapter 2 Summary: TWO: The Annex

Chapter 2 Summary: The Annex

In this chapter, we delve into the intricate workings of the CIA Annex in

Benghazi, a secure compound initially intended as a multifamily residence

but now serving as a pivotal base for American operatives in a volatile

region. The Annex houses approximately twenty personnel, including CIA

officers and security operators tasked with handling potential threats in an

increasingly dangerous environment. 

The compound consists of four main buildings, extensive green spaces, and

a command center known as Building C, where sensitive operations and

intelligence activities take place. Alongside modern amenities designed for

both professional duties and personnel lifestyle, the site features critical

areas such as a swimming pool, medical facilities, and surveillance

monitoring stations that are essential for maintaining security.

Key figures are introduced, notably Rone, a seasoned operator responsible

for securing the grounds and leading various operations. We also meet Jack,

a newcomer, who is introduced to the security team comprising individuals

from the Global Response Staff (GRS). Each member brings a unique

background and sets of experiences, emphasizing the diversity of skills that
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contribute to their collective mission.

The chapter highlights the myriad challenges these operators face, including

the necessity for constant vigilance in a city fraught with unrest and

unpredictability. Tensions arise within the team, notably between CIA case

officers and GRS operators, as they navigate the complexities of intelligence

gathering amid the backdrop of an unstable environment, particularly as they

prepare for the visit of Ambassador Chris Stevens.

As the critical date of September 11 nears, the operators receive intelligence

suggesting a heightened risk of attacks on Western targets. This alarming

information triggers a series of discussions about existing security protocols

and underscores the inadequacies within the personnel at the diplomatic

compound. In anticipation of potential incidents during the ambassador's

visit, the team engages in proactive preparations, conducting drills and

security assessments to bolster their readiness.

The chapter ultimately paints a vivid picture of the precarious dynamics and

threats faced by CIA operatives in Benghazi. The intricate relationships and

distinctive personalities of the staff emerge against a backdrop of looming

dangers, effectively setting the stage for the tumultuous events that are to

unfold.
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Chapter 3 Summary: THREE: The Ambassador

### Chapter Three: The Ambassador Under a Blazing Libyan Sun

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony  

On August 26, 2012, Chris Stevens, the American ambassador to Libya,

officiated the reopening of the U.S. Embassy's Consular Section in Tripoli.

This ceremony symbolized the United States' commitment to rebuilding its

relationship with Libya after the fall of the Gaddafi regime in 2011. With

attendance from embassy staff, Libyan officials, and journalists, Stevens

articulated the importance of trust-based diplomacy, asserting that such

connections are crucial for fostering successful international relations.

Stevens’s Approach to Diplomacy  

Stevens distinguished himself through his hands-on approach to diplomacy,

actively seeking to establish personal connections with Libyans across social

and political spectra. His informal, approachable style fostered warmth and

trust, enabling open dialogues that facilitated the exchange of essential

information. This method was vital in a country grappling with transition

and upheaval after decades of authoritarian rule.
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Background of Chris Stevens  

Born in Northern California and educated in history and law, Stevens had

significant experience in the Middle East. His fluency in Arabic and his

commitment to the Foreign Service emerged from a deep-rooted interest in

the region. He gained recognition for his efforts during the Libyan

revolution, returning to the country as ambassador with hopes of cultivating

lasting relationships.

Security Measures in Benghazi  

Stevens and his team encountered substantial security issues upon moving to

the Special Mission Compound in Benghazi. While necessary for

maintaining a diplomatic presence, the compound's security measures were

inadequate compared to standard embassy protocols. Government reviews

revealed concerns about threats, emphasizing the pressing need for enhanced

safety.

Post-Gaddafi Libya and Challenges  

Stevens's return to Libya in May 2012 was marked by escalating instability

and violence. Although his outlook remained optimistic, he faced a

deteriorating security environment marked by increasing threats. Repeated

requests for heightened security measures were consistently denied, leaving
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the embassy vulnerable and the staff precariously positioned.

Stevens’s Interaction with Libyans  

Throughout his tenure, Stevens actively engaged with local officials and

citizens, reinforcing his belief that the situation in Libya was gradually

improving. His commitment to building goodwill was palpable through

public appearances, such as the opening of an "American Corner" at a local

school, where he aimed to nurture cultural and educational ties between the

nations.

Ambassador’s Visit to Benghazi  

On September 10, 2012, Stevens traveled to Benghazi to reconnect with

civic leaders, acutely aware of the rising political violence. Accompanied by

a limited security detail, the trip was fraught with risks, but he remained

hopeful for productive dialogue and strengthened relationships.

Reflections Before the Storm  

Despite the looming dangers, Stevens maintained an optimistic demeanor

during his visits, documenting his thoughts in journal entries. He reflected

on the warm receptions from the Libyan community, showcasing his

commitment to fostering long-term connections, even under pressure.
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Conclusion of the Chapter  

This chapter encapsulates Chris Stevens's ardent dedication to enhancing

U.S.-Libyan relations while navigating a fragile and volatile landscape. His

optimistic spirit, against a backdrop of escalating threats, poignantly sets the

stage for the challenges that lie ahead in his diplomatic mission.
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Chapter 4: FOUR: September 11, 2012

Chapter 4 Summary

September 11, 2012: Prelude to Chaos  

On the morning of September 11, 2012, the city of Benghazi was stirred by

the call to prayer. In the early hours, a police officer was spotted acting

suspiciously around the U.S. diplomatic Compound, photographing it

without clear intent. Despite previous intelligence warnings that highlighted

growing unrest, American security personnel, including U.S. Ambassador

Chris Stevens, remained largely unaware of the escalating tensions

surrounding them.

Growing Concerns  

As the day progressed, Ambassador Stevens conducted meetings and noted

increasing vulnerabilities regarding local security forces, sending urgent

cables that detailed his concerns over the lack of adequate police protection.

Concurrently, protests emerged in Cairo against an anti-Islam film, raising

alarms about potential threats to U.S. personnel stationed in volatile regions

such as Libya.
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The Calm Before the Storm  

Although the U.S. diplomatic team was on alert, they sought assistance from

local militia figures to bolster their security in the tense political climate. As

night approached, members of the Global Response Staff (GRS) enjoyed a

seemingly tranquil evening, unaware that chaos was about to engulf them,

with existing tensions heightening due to recent events in Egypt.

The Attack Begins  

At approximately 9:00 p.m., a Toyota pickup truck, marked with police

insignia, appeared near the Compound, raising suspicion. Shortly thereafter,

armed militants surged forward, chanting and firing their weapons, swiftly

overpowering the guards with little initial resistance.

Desperate Calls for Help  

As the attack intensified, those defending the Compound established

communication lines, with the American security team taking cover while

attempting to alert colleagues and request urgent assistance. In Tripoli,

Gregory Hicks, the Deputy Chief of Mission, learned of the unfolding crisis

and initiated emergency protocols.

A Call to Action  
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Amidst the chaos, GRS operatives prepared to respond but found themselves

stalled, awaiting specific orders. The atmosphere was charged, with many

operators eager to take action against the advancing threat while grappling

with the imperative to adhere to protocols in such a volatile situation.

Conclusion  

This chapter unveils the escalating threats to American personnel in

Benghazi, marked by internal communications fraught with urgency and the

frustrations experienced by security personnel amidst a mounting crisis.

These early moments herald a fierce battle for survival, underscoring the

unpredictable and perilous landscape of security in Benghazi during this

tumultuous period.
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Chapter 5 Summary: FIVE: Overrun

Chapter 5 Summary: Overrun

Ambassador's Escape Attempt  

The chapter opens with U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens, communications

expert Sean Smith, and diplomatic security agent Scott Wickland barricaded

inside a villa under siege. Armed attackers are using heavy weaponry,

forcing Wickland to ready himself for an assault while ensuring the safety of

Stevens and Smith. Instead of breaching the villa, the attackers resort to

setting it ablaze with diesel fuel, creating a life-threatening environment

filled with smoke and flames.

Smoke and Toxicity  

As the villa begins to fill with toxic smoke, it becomes clear that their refuge

is not equipped to handle such a dire threat. Wickland, aware of the

increasing danger, attempts to lead the others toward a bathroom window for

escape. Nevertheless, the smoke thickens, and he soon loses track of Stevens

and Smith, forcing him to confront the reality that they must leave the

shelter before it's too late.
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Desperate Measures  

With urgency pressing upon him, Wickland searches desperately for a way

out, only to realize he is now separated from Stevens and Smith. Gunfire

erupts outside, heightening the tension. He considers escaping to the roof but

is ultimately compelled to re-enter the blazing villa, driven by the need to

search for the missing men.

Annex Response  

Simultaneously, at the nearby Annex, Global Response Staff (GRS)

operators face delays in their response to the crisis as they await orders from

higher command. Their frustration mounts as they learn of the dire situation

at the Compound. Leadership insists on a hands-off approach, leaving local

militia to manage the threat, which further stifles their desire to intervene.

Eventual Mobilization  

Determined to act, the operators take matters into their own hands, deciding

to mobilize without official clearance after realizing that time is running out

for their colleagues in the Compound. With urgency, they prepare their

vehicles for a swift departure, understanding that a rapid response is critical

to save Stevens and Smith.
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Confrontation at the Intersection  

As they close in on the besieged Compound, the operators confront armed

groups in the area, including potential local militia allies. The environment

is chaotic, punctuated by sporadic gunfire that underscores the volatility of

the situation. Communication with the local 17 February militia offers some

hope, yet lingering doubts about their reliability create tension among the

GRS team.

Final Preparations for Engagement  

The operators finalize their plans, recognizing the need for a strategic

vantage point to assess the unfolding situation at the Compound. As they

cautiously maneuver into different tactical positions, the anticipation of

confrontation builds, compounded by the urgency surrounding the missing

Americans. Their readiness to act reflects both their commitment to their

mission and the escalating peril faced by their comrades within the burning

villa.
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Chapter 6 Summary: SIX: Gunfighter Road

Chapter 6: Gunfighter Road Summary

In Chapter 6, titled "Gunfighter Road," the story centers on Oz, the sole

Global Response Staff (GRS) operator at the Annex who remains as others

engage in a critical assault on the besieged Compound. This chapter captures

Oz's urgent efforts to prepare defenses and muster personnel amidst the

escalating chaos surrounding them.

Upon his arrival at the Annex, Oz encounters Bob, the base chief, alongside

several staffers who are frantically communicating via cell phones as unrest

escalates. Given the intense situation, Oz’s primary focus is on organizing

effective defenses rather than sitting idly while his colleagues venture into a

dangerous rescue mission. Drawing from his past experiences, he feels a

strong urge to take a proactive stance against the looming threat rather than

waiting reactively for attacks.

Recognizing that most personnel at the Annex lack combat training, Oz

swiftly identifies a capable core combat team consisting of six individuals:

three Americans, including himself, and three Libyan locals. He devises a

defensive strategy centered on Building C, which he designates as a refuge

and command center.
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In preparation, Oz directs all team members to converge at Building C,

ensuring a perimeter is established with guards to maintain accountability.

As he readies his gear, he formulates a defensive approach with the rooftop

as a strategic vantage point, equipped with additional weapons while

keeping a wary eye on the violent turmoil occurring at the Compound.

The narrative then shifts focus to the ground forces, particularly operators

Tanto and D.B., who are cautiously making their way toward the Compound.

They navigate through the hazardous environment amidst sporadic gunfire

from attackers, highlighting the urgency and danger of their mission. 

As the operators draw nearer to the Compound gate, they encounter various

challenges, such as unarmed civilians hindering their approach and the need

to coordinate with local militia members. Each step further complicates their

strategic movement and increases the risk of ambush from opposing forces.

The chapter encapsulates the prevailing sense of chaos, urgency, and the

heavy burden of responsibility felt by the operators as they strive to protect

their fellow Americans amidst a precarious situation. Ending on a

suspenseful note, the narrative emphasizes the mounting danger as they

prepare to engage with the threats within the Compound, with uncertainty

regarding the availability of backup forces from outside.
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Chapter 7 Summary: SEVEN: Man Down

### Chapter 7: Man Down Summary

Overview  

In this gripping chapter, Jack and Rone launch a frantic mission into a

burning villa nestled within a heavily besieged compound, searching

desperately for the missing ambassador, Chris Stevens, and communications

expert Sean Smith. The scene is a whirlwind of chaos, characterized by

flames, gunfire, and thick smoke, which complicate their efforts and

heighten the tension.

Entering the Villa  

As Jack follows Rone into the heart of the compound, they take cover while

scanning their surroundings for threats. The villa blazes, illuminated by

flames that dance menacingly in tandem with the sounds of gunfire echoing

into the night. They are joined by two agents from the Diplomatic Security

Service (DS), including Scott Wickland, who is struggling with smoke

inhalation, underscoring the immediate danger they face.

Search Efforts  
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Inside the villa, Jack is acutely aware of the peril surrounding them; the heat

is unbearable, and the smoke thickens with every breath. Despite the

overwhelming conditions, they are determined to locate Stevens and Smith.

However, as Jack attempts to navigate through the perilous environment, he

is forced to retreat multiple times to regain his bearings and seek fresh air, a

grim reminder of the stakes involved.

Discovering the Loss  

Amidst the chaos, Jack stumbles upon the body of Sean Smith, realizing

with heavy sorrow that he has succumbed to smoke inhalation. Smith,

portrayed as a dedicated father and skilled professional, represents not just a

tragic loss for his family but a blow to their mission. This revelation deepens

Jack's resolve to press on with the search for Stevens, despite the weight of

grief hanging over him.

Continued Search Amidst Chaos  

In a moment of regrouping, Rone and another agent, Tig, momentarily

separate but soon find each other again to continue their perilous search

within the villa. Tig’s calls for the ambassador echo through the halls, but

silence responds, amplifying the urgency and despair that permeate the air as

they navigate a landscape fraught with danger.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Militia Dynamics  

As the situation evolves, members of the 17 February militia begin to filter

into the compound to assist, introducing a layer of complexity. While their

presence could aid the effort, cautious operators remain vigilant, wary of the

militia's true intentions in the heat of conflict. Tensions rise as Tanto,

another operative, struggles to garner support from the local fighters,

illustrating the fragmented nature of their alliance during this crisis.

Moment of Reflection  

In a brief lull amid the chaos, the team takes a moment to reassess their

circumstances. They remain on edge, aware of the local militia's

unpredictability and their own initial fears during the attack. Even as they

regain a semblance of control over the area, an underlying urgency persists,

reminding them that the battle is far from over, and they must stay alert for

any signs of further aggression.

As the chapter unfolds, the combination of heart-wrenching loss, the chaotic

environment, and the emergence of unexpected allies paint a vivid picture of

the dire situation at hand, leaving readers on the edge of their seats.
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Chapter 8: EIGHT: Counterattack

Chapter Eight: Counterattack

The tension heightened as the operators, along with DS agents and

reinforcements, returned to the villa after clearing the Tactical Operations

Center (TOC) and the cantina. They faced an alarming situation: an

estimated fifty militiamen had infiltrated the Compound, yet all Americans

were accounted for except for Tig, who mistakenly believed his team was

still at the TOC. Realizing he was isolated, he raced back to the villa where

frantic searches for the missing ambassador, Chris Stevens, and Sean Smith

were underway.

As the chaos unfolded, it became clear that the attackers might return,

prompting concerns about their inadequate weaponry. In a gesture of

solidarity and urgency, Tig loaned his belt-fed machine gun to Ubben,

boosting their defensive capabilities during the search for Stevens and

Smith. The emotional toll weighed heavily on the operators, especially as

reports of casualties came in, amplifying their anger and frustration at the

loss of their long-time colleague, Smith, and the disappearance of Stevens.

Yet, despite the grim circumstances, their resolve to continue searching

remained unshaken.
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With reinforcements delayed, the threat outside intensified. The realization

that attackers were regrouping instigated urgent discussions about leaving

the Compound for their survival. The search for Stevens proved fruitless,

deepening the dread that he had been captured. As the team gathered

essential materials from the TOC, the growing urgency was palpable,

especially as they anticipated the arrival of their adversaries.

The situation reached a critical juncture when a US drone, capturing the

grim reality of the ongoing battle, appeared overhead. The operators

prepared for the onslaught, seeking refuge on the roof as gunfire erupted

around them, forcing them to retaliate amidst the escalating chaos. With

�T�a�n�t�M� �s�p�e�a�r�h�e�a�d�i�n�g� �b�o�l�d� �d�e�f�e�n�s�i�v�e� �m�a�n�e�u�v�e�r�s� �t�o� �r�e�p�e�l� �t�h�e� �a�t�t�a�c�k�e�r�s�,� �t�h�e

team confronted a full-scale counterattack marked by moments of

desperation.

As the night unfolded, the dire reality of their situation became

unmistakable. The operators grappled with hard choices regarding their

engagement strategy, with each passing moment underscoring the urgency

of survival and the looming possibility of the Special Mission Compound’s

extinction. They braced for the impending evacuation, aware that their fates

were intertwined with the very survival of their mission and one of their

own.
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Chapter 9 Summary: NINE: Zombieland

Chapter 9: Zombieland - Summary

In this intense chapter, Scott Wickland and his fellow diplomatic security

(DS) agents are thrust into a perilous situation as they attempt to escape from

the besieged US Special Mission Compound in Benghazi. Their harrowing

experience is marked by gunfire, tactical decisions, and a looming threat of

ambush that encapsulates the chaos surrounding them.

Escape from the Compound

As Wickland and his team make their way out of the Compound, they are

met with immediate hostility from a crowd armed with guns. Recognizing

the danger, Wickland wisely chooses to reverse their course after receiving

urgent warnings from local militia allies about a potential ambush. This

decision to retreat reflects the urgency of the situation, as they must navigate

unclear paths while remaining acutely aware of their environment filled with

potential enemies.

The Attack

Despite their cautious approach, the team soon finds themselves under direct
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attack, facing a barrage of gunshots and explosives that damage their

vehicle. In the midst of the mayhem, Wickland and his agents communicate

with the Annex—a nearby compound that serves as their fortified

haven—reporting their dire situation and coordinating their next moves

while simultaneously defending against the onslaught.

Arrival at the Annex

After a grueling drive, the agents reach the Annex just before midnight.

They quickly activate the security protocols in a setting fraught with

heightened tensions following previous fatalities and ongoing threats from

attackers nearby. The mood shifts from relief at their arrival to acute

awareness of the dangers that persist.

Strategic Positioning and Preparations

Upon entering the Annex, the agents dutifully take defensive positions,

setting up on rooftops and walls to prepare for a possible assault. They

methodically check their weapons, establish fields of fire, and remain on

high alert, acutely conscious of the precariousness of their safety as they

await any sign of enemy movement.

Emerging Threats
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As reports signal the approach of potential attackers, the defenders are on

edge, practicing caution and maintaining a defensive posture. The agents are

determined to engage only when threatened, their focus shifting to the armed

figures drawing near as they surveil the situation.

Tig’s Observations

Amidst the exacerbating chaos, agent Tig becomes increasingly aware of

unusual movements in the area, further heightening the atmosphere of

uncertainty and tension. His observations signal that the potential for an

escalated confrontation looms ever closer.

Conclusion

This chapter encapsulates the razor-thin margin between safety and danger

that Wickland and his fellow agents navigate during their escape and

subsequent refuge. The urgency of their strategic decisions amidst an

escalating conflict poignantly reflects the stakes of their mission in

Benghazi. Through their arduous efforts to fortify their positions and prepare

for combat, the narrative captures the visceral fear and tense anticipation of

the DS agents as they confront overwhelming threats in a hostile

environment.
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Chapter 10 Summary: TEN: Hard Target

Chapter 10 Summary

Introduction to the Attack  

The chapter opens in the operators' prison gym, where Tig finds himself in a

precarious situation; he is unprotected after forgetting his helmet. Suddenly,

a bomb detonates at the far end of the workout area. This explosion,

suspected to be caused by a small gelatina bomb employed by radical

Libyan militias, serves as a precursor to a coordinated attack on the Annex.

As chaos erupts, Tig makes a desperate dash to assist Oz, who is stationed at

the northeast tower.

Immediate Response  

As the attack unfolds, Oz, already engaged with enemy forces, understands

that the explosion is a signal for the assault to intensify. Drawing on his

knowledge of the attackers' positions, he adeptly uses their muzzle flashes as

indicators to target them effectively. In the midst of this chaos, Tanto,

another operator, hears the unmistakable sound of a rocket-propelled

grenade (RPG) being launched, which fortunately misses its intended mark.
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Engagement of the Attackers  

During the ensuing firefight, Tanto and D.B. join the fray, returning fire at

the attackers. Initially struggling with their aim amid the disarray, they

eventually adapt and begin to push the attackers back. The operators employ

a disciplined shooting technique, firing in controlled bursts to preserve their

ammunition while maximizing their firepower.

Injuries and Tactics  

In the thick of combat, Tig experiences a brief moment of panic as he feels a

wind from an incoming round, fearing he has been hit. Fortunately, he

discovers that the impact came from shrapnel, resulting in only a minor

injury. Oz, who also sustains a graze from debris, continues to support Tig in

their fight against the attackers. Throughout the skirmish, the operators

depend on their rigorous training to tactically engage the enemy while

vigilantly avoiding friendly fire.

Continued Vigilance  

As the battle rages on, the operators remain alert for any further threats

approaching the Annex, particularly from the north and west. They keep an

eye on nearby civilians, ensuring that their response is precise to avoid

collateral damage. Tensions escalate as they brace for a potentially escalated
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attack from the enemies.

Aftermath of the Firefight  

As the firefight begins to taper off, Tanto and D.B. share their concerns

about the likelihood of future assaults, especially from groups armed with

heavier weaponry. They engage in discussions about their next strategies and

consider how to integrate potential reinforcements from Tripoli into their

plans.

Final Thoughts on the Fight  

In the aftermath of the skirmish, Tanto reflects on the tumultuous events of

the day, feeling frustration over delays in responding to the Compound

before the assault began. Despite the immediate threat subsiding, the

operators remain on high alert, conscious of the possibility of new attacks.

They maintain open lines of communication and readiness, prepared for

whatever challenges may lie ahead.
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Chapter 11 Summary: ELEVEN: Incoming?

Chapter 11 Summary

Firefight Aftermath  

Following a tense firefight, operatives Oz and Tig assessed their injuries

atop a steel tower, remaining vigilant against potential attacks. Despite

enduring minor wounds, their alertness was critical after hours of duty. Tig,

feeling the weight of exhaustion, decided it was necessary to find their Team

Leader to rotate personnel off the roofs, ensuring that someone was always

fresh to take watch.

Support and Security Discussions  

Meanwhile, medic Rone attended to their injured colleague, Ubben. As they

regrouped, conversations turned to the evident security gaps at the

Compound, igniting frustrations about unfulfilled requests for

reinforcements. Tension heightened as more vehicles, suspected to be

hostile, gathered ominously nearby.

Anticipation of New Assault  
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Around 2:30 a.m., operators noticed armed men assembling near the parking

lot. Utilizing their radios for swift communication, they maintained their

readiness for yet another attack. Their strategy mirrored the previous

encounter, preparing for another stealthy assault on the Annex.

Another Firefight  

As the armed attackers drew near, the operatives chose to hold their fire,

aiming to lure the aggressors into a well-planned ambush. When the

attackers approached within range, Oz and his team opened fire with

overwhelming force. Tig reported back on the various injuries sustained

within their ranks; despite some minor casualties, the defenders successfully

repelled the assault.

False Reports and Misunderstandings  

Amid the chaos, accusations emerged from a local militia claiming that the

operators had fired upon them. The Team Leader, attempting to clarify the

misunderstanding, emphasized their right to defend themselves, addressing

the need for clear communication amidst the confusion.

Night's Tension and Reflections  

As the night wore on, the atmosphere remained charged with tension.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Operators exchanged stories about their lives back home, reflecting on the

gravity of their perilous situation in Benghazi. The emotional weight of

these stories deepened the bond among the team members, strengthening

their resolve.

Dawn Approaches  

With dawn approaching, the operators braced themselves for potential

renewed assaults, aware of how daylight could expose their vulnerable

positions. However, news arrived of reinforcements on their way from

Tripoli, including familiar faces, stirring a cautious sense of hope.

Reinforcements Arrive  

At around 5:00 a.m., a convoy of U.S. operatives arrived, bringing

much-needed reassurance. The reunion with old comrades offered comfort

amid the strain. Together, they began coordinating plans for evacuating the

team and addressing the grim reality of their fallen comrades, signaling a

shift from combat readiness to the organization of potential extraction.

Evacuation Plans Forming  

Evacuation plans took shape, with discussions about splitting the team due

to transport limitations. Some team members were to stay and secure the
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Annex until another flight could be arranged. As they finalized preparations,

awareness of potential future threats loomed large. Tension built as they

anticipated the possibility of renewed attacks, solidifying their readiness for

the next confrontation.
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Chapter 12: TWELVE: Mortars!

Chapter 12 Summary: Mortars!

Evacuation Plans and Initial Tension  

As the tension rises in Benghazi, Glen Doherty prepares for his impending

evacuation from the Annex while his fellow security team members remain

behind to fend off threats. Positioned on the roof of Building C, Glen

reconnects with his comrades Rone and Oz. Armed and alert, the three

prepare for the inevitable attack, devising a meticulous reloading strategy to

ensure they are ready for combat.

The First Attack  

Just as dawn breaks, chaos descends when a rocket-propelled grenade strikes

nearby, igniting a fierce exchange of gunfire from hidden assailants. Rone

and Oz spring into action, engaging the attackers as a second explosion—a

mortar strike—sends shards of debris flying and severely injures their

colleague, Dave Ubben. Once the barrage subsides, Oz resolves to assist

Ubben despite the ongoing danger.

Chaos Unfolds  
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Amidst the turmoil, evacuation orders echo, but the situation rapidly

deteriorates as another mortar blast rocks the area. Overwhelmed by the

relentless assaults, Rone and Oz continue to return fire while trying to

protect their position. The intensity escalates when a mortar directly impacts

the roof of Building C, injuring both Rone and Oz and leaving them in

perilous condition.

Injuries and Loss  

With chaos all around, Oz, badly injured and reeling from the shock,

grapples with the grim reality of being unable to defend himself. In a

devastating turn, he watches as Glen is struck by another blast. The injury

toll rises as Tig, another operator, attempts to aid the wounded amidst the

carnage. Assessing the critical situation, Tig realizes the shocking severity of

their plight—both Rone and Glen lie motionless, appearing lifeless after the

brutal attack.

Desperation and Duty  

As the defenders navigate the wreckage and chaos, Oz and Tig are forced to

prioritize managing the escalating injuries while dodging the ever-present

threat of more assaults. The looming danger of additional mortar strikes

complicates their efforts to regroup and solidify their defense, making
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survival seem increasingly uncertain.

The Aftermath  

In the midst of the chaos, Tig takes a moment to survey the devastation,

feeling the heavy burden of loss as he realizes the extent of their casualties.

Faced with the urgency to evacuate, he contemplates the grave implications

of their situation while anxiety about further attacks presses down on them.

Despite the chapter’s somber tone underscored by despair, there remains a

glimmer of resilience as the team fights to endure against the overwhelming

odds.
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Chapter 13 Summary: THIRTEEN: Convoy

CHAPTER 13 SUMMARY: The Convoy Begins

As dusk falls, tension mounts among the members of the Benghazi GRS

(Global Response Staff) Team, with their leader urging rooftop defenders to

gather personal belongings before evacuation. Jack, still grappling with the

deep sorrow of his losses, urgently collects his things but struggles to focus,

even forgetting his wedding ring in the chaos. The painful reality sets in as

he prepares to load the lifeless bodies of his fallen comrades, Rone and Glen,

onto a flatbed truck, a stark reminder of the harsh consequences of their

mission.

In the Annex, the atmosphere is frantic as the team gears up for departure.

Injured members, Oz and Ubben, are readied for evacuation. Despite his

wounds, Oz is determined to leave under his own power, showcasing the

resilience and determination that defines the team’s spirit. Just as they

anticipate further complications, news arrives of an incoming militia convoy,

which initially raises alarms, but relief washes over them when it is

confirmed to be friendly.

Upon arriving at the airport, the team encounters initial tensions with the

militia guards, a situation that threatens to escalate. However, the conflict is
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quickly resolved, yet an accidental discharge of a weapon sends shockwaves

through the team, heightening their anxiety about potential violence. 

Amid these turbulent moments, Jack finds himself lost in thought, reflecting

on the irreversible loss of his friends. The agonizing truth dawns on him that

they will never reunite with their loved ones, not knowing if they would

embrace, alongside their family, their spirit rooted in the memories shared.

They board a Libyan C-130 for the return flight to Tripoli, fully aware of the

significant sacrifices made in the harrowing ordeal.

As they land in Tripoli, a somber air envelops the team. They lovingly place

Rone, Glen, and Sean in body bags, offering heartfelt final farewells to their

fallen brothers. This chapter poignantly encapsulates themes of grief,

brotherhood, and the painful memories etched in their minds from the

Benghazi mission, underscoring the deep emotional impact of their

experiences.
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