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About the author

Nandini Bajpai, an accomplished author and a native of New Delhi, India,

brings to life the rich tapestry of her experiences through her writing.

Growing up in a vibrant household with four sisters and numerous cousins,

her childhood was steeped in a culture that celebrated literature and

storytelling. This early exposure sparked her lifelong passion for reading and

ultimately paved her path to becoming a writer.

After exploring different professional avenues, including corporate finance

and business analysis in diverse locations like India, Australia, and the

United States, Nandini settled in the Boston area. Here, she balances her

family life with her devotion to writing, illustrating the dynamic interplay

between her personal experiences and creative expression. Throughout her

journey, she has embraced the complexities of life, often infused with the

whimsical presence of various pets, which adds a unique richness to her

narrative style.

In her works, she seamlessly weaves together elements from her own

multicultural experiences, delivering stories that resonate with a broad

audience. Her ability to draw on her diverse backgrounds allows her to

create relatable characters and complex plots that engage readers and

provoke thought. As she continues to evolve in her craft, Nandini Bajpai

remains committed to exploring the intersection of culture, identity, and
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storytelling in a world where these themes are increasingly relevant.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 1: A Match Made in Mehendi

In the introductory chapter of "A Match Made in Mehendi," we are

introduced to Simi, a clever and spirited teenager navigating her family's

fervent obsession with matchmaking. This obsession has deep roots in her

family, with her mother and aunt serving as professional matchmakers who

prioritize balance and harmony in all aspects of life—right down to choosing

furniture. 

As summer wanes and the start of her sophomore year approaches, Simi

finds herself at a local furniture store, trapped in a chaotic debate over

couches and chairs alongside her family, while her brother and father

conveniently steer clear of the fuss. The vibrant ambience of the store is

infused with the rich aromas and colors of Indian culture, creating a

backdrop that amplifies her inner turmoil.

Amidst the furniture selections, Simi battles feelings of frustration. She

glances enviously at her stylish cousin Preet, whose bold fashion choices

amplify Simi's self-doubt about her own appearance. Meanwhile, Geet, the

quieter cousin, seeks to escape the weight of familial expectations, focusing

instead on her academic goals. 
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Yearning for a life beyond the traditional paths laid out by her family, Simi

momentarily retreats into her creativity, pulling out her sketchbook to

envision a future as a renowned artist. This fleeting escape is abruptly

disrupted when, while trying to draw a beautiful vase, she accidentally

knocks it over, shattering it into pieces. This incident symbolizes her

struggle to break away from the constraints of her family’s expectations and

pursue her true passions.

The chapter effectively establishes Simi's internal conflict and desire for

self-expression within the comedic yet poignant dynamics of a close-knit

family, setting the tone for her journey ahead.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 2 Summary: 

Chapter 2 Summary: A Match Made in Mehendi

The chapter begins with Simran Sangha, affectionately known as Simi, a

high school sophomore, who finds herself in an unexpected predicament at a

local store. During her shopping trip, she accidentally knocks over an

expensive vase, resulting in a chaotic scene that makes her acutely aware of

her mother's potential disappointment. However, a young employee named

Jolly, who is wearing a blue turban and is studying law, steps in to mitigate

the situation. He reassures Simi that she will not be held responsible for the

damage, emphasizing that the store's slick floor contributed to the mishap.

As Simi's family arrives, her mother, Manju, immediately focuses on the

damage, concerned about the repercussions for her daughter. Despite Simi's

initial embarrassment, she feels a sense of relief thanks to Jolly's

understanding demeanor. The atmosphere slightly shifts when Simi's cousin,

Preet, enters, bringing her usual charm. Simi observes how Jolly's shyness

dissipates around Preet, creating a noticeable chemistry between them. This

budding romance provides a humorous subplot that contrasts with Simi's

misfortune.

In the midst of the commotion, Simi's hand is injured from the broken vase.
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Jolly offers to fetch a first aid kit, but Preet takes charge, expertly tending to

Simi's wound. As they banter and share snacks, Simi can't ignore the sparks

flying between her cousin and Jolly, leading to mixed feelings about her role

as a matchmaker in her own life.

When Manju and Simi's aunt, Masi, return from their shopping, they stumble

upon Simi’s sketchbook, where they find a drawing of Preet and Jolly

together. This discovery ignites a lively discussion about potential

matchmaking, further complicating Simi's feelings as she grapples with her

family's expectations. Additionally, Jolly's impressive educational ambitions

come to light, and Simi realizes that her family knows his, which adds

another layer of tension regarding future matchmaking.

Overall, this chapter weaves themes of teenage clumsiness, the complexities

of family dynamics, and the sweet yet awkward nature of young romance.

As Simi navigates the comedic yet frustrating world of matchmaking,

readers engage with her relatable struggles in a lighthearted setting.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 

Chapter 3 Summary:

As sophomore year begins, Simi is filled with excitement and a commitment

to her "New Me" ethos, motivated by her stylish friend Preet. However,

beneath this enthusiasm lurks a mix of anxiety and self-doubt lingering from

her freshman year, particularly as she grapples with the challenge of

asserting her individuality amid the cliques that permeate high school life. In

an effort to break free from their shells, Simi and her friend Noah consider

starting a club that reflects their desire to be more active participants in the

school community.

While getting ready, Simi’s confidence wavers under the weight of her

family's expectations. Her mother and Masi discuss Simi’s supposed "gift"

for matchmaking, a tradition that weighs heavily on her mind as she dreams

of pursuing her true passion for art. Her supportive brother Navdeep steps in

to advocate for Simi, urging their family to give her the autonomy to choose

her own path rather than be drawn into the family matchmaking business.

When Noah arrives, Simi seizes the opportunity to escape the matchmaking

discussions, and together they reminisce about their shared experiences,

which helps lighten her mood. Walking to school, she begins to sense that
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this year could herald a new chapter, offering a blank slate despite the

lingering family pressures. 

This chapter delves into Simi's internal struggle with self-identity, the

pressures of familial expectations, and the tension between embracing

tradition and pursuing personal passions. It sets the stage for her character

development as she seeks to honor her unique qualities while anticipating

new adventures in high school.
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Chapter 4: 

Chapter 4 Summary: A Fresh Start and Bold Moves

In Chapter 4 of "A Match Made in Mehendi," we delve into Simi's

tumultuous first day at school, where she is accompanied by her supportive

friend Noah. Eager for a fresh start, Simi is filled with anticipation to make

new connections. Her eyes are drawn to Suraj, a striking transfer student

from Boston, whose presence instantly captivates her. However, a humorous

misunderstanding creates an embarrassing situation, leaving Simi feeling

awkward and out of her element. This motivates her resolve to reinvent

herself into a more confident version.

As she navigates the hallways, Simi comes across Marcus, who provides

insight into Suraj's background. Aware of the magnetic pull she feels

towards him, Simi attempts to suppress any burgeoning crush, determined to

maintain a façade of cool detachment. This complicated emotional landscape

is compounded when she spots Amanda, the school's popular girl, who is

publicly humiliating another student, Kiran, while simultaneously displaying

affection for her ex-boyfriend, Ethan. 

Initially hesitant to intervene, Simi finds her courage and decides to confront

Amanda, denouncing her bullying tactics. This unexpected act earns Simi
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newfound respect from her peers, including a grateful acknowledgment from

Kiran, who appreciates the solidarity. However, Simi remains wary of the

potential consequences of her confrontation, aware that Amanda may

retaliate.

Throughout this chapter, themes of friendship, self-discovery, and resilience

against bullying emerge, illustrating Simi's gradual transformation and her

determination to carve out her own identity within the complex social

structure of high school. As she navigates these challenges, Simi's journey

reflects the struggles and triumphs of adolescence, igniting her inner strength

in the process.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

Chapter 5 Summary

In this vibrant chapter, we delve into the spirited life of Simi, who is

confronted with Noah's enthusiastic proposal to launch a matchmaking

initiative at school. Initially skeptical, Simi’s curiosity is sparked by Noah’s

contagious excitement, despite her apprehensions about altering her

comfortable routine. Noting the tradition of matchmaking in her family, she

feels both intrigued and intimidated by the prospect.

As the school day begins, Simi seeks refuge in her beloved art class, a

sanctuary where her creativity can flourish. Guided by her encouraging art

teacher, Ms. Furst, Simi is tasked with a project exploring her summer

experiences, which becomes an opportunity for self-reflection through her

artwork. This leads to a heartwarming reunion with Aiden, her childhood

friend, who has matured significantly over the summer. Their encounter

rekindles nostalgic feelings within Simi, accentuating her growth and

evolving perspective.

The narrative takes a challenging turn when Simi crosses paths with Amanda

Taylor, a former bully who cruelly taunts her about a past humiliation.

However, rather than succumbing to the old insecurities, Simi stands firm,
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drawing strength from cherished memories of Ethan, a friend who had once

supported her during difficult times. This confrontation underscores her

burgeoning confidence and resilience.

Focusing back on her art, Simi finds inventive ways to incorporate her

cultural heritage, specifically mehendi, into her project. Lunchtime at school

introduces new dynamics, particularly with the arrival of transfer students,

including an intriguing boy named Suraj, who captures Simi’s interest.

Amidst the playful exchanges with Noah, the chapter highlights themes of

friendship, personal development, and the courage to embrace challenges.

By the chapter's conclusion, Simi’s initial reluctance towards Noah’s

matchmaking idea begins to wane. Encouraged by her connection with Noah

and the promise of new adventures, she agrees to consider the initiative,

marking a pivotal step in her journey of self-discovery and openness to new

relationships. This shift symbolizes a readiness to break free from her

comfort zone and explore uncharted territories in both her personal life and

creative expression.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

In Chapter 6 of "A Match Made in Mehendi," the protagonist delves deeper

 into her family's matchmaking business, Shagun Matchmaking, run by her

mother and Masi. The chapter opens with a note from her mother, calling her

to the office after school. Eagerly enjoying spicy chickpea chips, she heads

to the separate wing of their home, bustling with the energy of matchmaking

activity.

Upon arrival, she finds her mom engaged in a lively phone call about

potential matches, emphasizing how matchmaking has transitioned into the

digital age with online consultations. This exchange underscores the

chapter's themes of familial connection and the evolution of relationships,

even as the protagonist feels a mix of reluctance and curiosity about

becoming involved in the family business. Her feelings shift when Masi

offers her a modest stipend for assisting with their work, prompting her to

accept the role enthusiastically.

Her first task is to transcribe the Shagun Matchmaking Guide, a treasured

family tome brimming with matchmaking wisdom, which intertwines their

rich heritage with contemporary practices. Simultaneously, she aids in the

kitchen, juggling her family responsibilities with schoolwork, a balance that

captures her day-to-day life.
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The arrival of her friend Noah for a study session leads them into a

discussion about the history of matchmaking within her family. This

conversation touches upon the profound impact of the Partition in India,

highlighting how generations have shaped their views on love and

marriage—particularly through the lens of her grandmother, who was also a

matchmaker. This context of tradition versus modernity enriches the

narrative, showcasing the nuanced evolution of matchmaking over time.

Through these lively exchanges and the strong familial ties depicted, the

protagonist gains a deeper appreciation for her heritage and the significance

of her family's work. By the chapter's conclusion, she grapples with a blend

of pride and anxiety about stepping into the role of matchmaker herself,

foreshadowing the challenges and responsibilities she will face in embracing

her family's legacy.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

Chapter 7 Summary: Matchmaking Plans and New Connections

In Chapter 7, Simi and Noah engage in a thoughtful dialogue about a new

venture: becoming matchmakers at Mayfield High. As they weigh the

potential benefits—making a positive impact on their peers and gaining

popularity—they also acknowledge the risks involved, such as the

possibility of creating unfavorable matches and facing criticism. Despite her

initial hesitation, Simi is intrigued by the idea and agrees to consider Noah's

suggestions.

The following day during lunch, Simi finds her thoughts drawn to Suraj, her

brother Navdeep’s friend, who seems to reciprocate her interest. Noah

playfully teases Simi about her budding crush, prompting a lighthearted

conversation that leads Noah to share his own feelings for Connor, a boy

from a different social group. This exchange not only reveals their personal

crushes but also highlights the relatable challenges present in high school

relationships and social hierarchies.

Inspired by their heart-to-heart, Simi recalls the wisdom imparted by her

Nanima, regarding matchmaking and the importance of fostering

connections within their community. This reflection prompts her to
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reconsider matchmaking as a meaningful way to help their classmates

engage with one another.

Later, while at Noah's house, the duo actively begins to devise a unique

matchmaking app, drawing inspiration from Simi’s family’s traditional

matchmaking guide. Together, they brainstorm compatibility questions that

take into account values, priorities, and personal aesthetics, channeling

Simi’s artistic talents into creating individual icons that symbolize each

participant's unique traits.

As they celebrate their achievements over ice cream, Simi grapples with the

next challenge: persuading her brother Navdeep to help them enhance his

existing app. This chapter explores themes of friendship, self-discovery, and

the universal desire for connection, effectively setting the stage for their

upcoming matchmaking adventure and the trials they will face in their quest

to bridge relationships at school.
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Chapter 8: 

In Chapter 8 of *A Match Made in Mehendi*, Simi and Noah spend the day

 creatively brainstorming quiz questions for an innovative matchmaking app

targeted at their high school, Mayfield High. Simi is particularly enthusiastic

about involving her brother, Navdeep, in the project, leading to moments

filled with anticipation as she awaits his arrival home. To pass the time, she

playfully applies white mehendi to her hand, showcasing her artistic side to

Noah during a video chat.

When Navdeep finally comes home, Simi amusingly dresses their dog,

Sweetie, much to his annoyance. However, his irritation quickly fades as he

engages in sibling banter with Simi. Capitalizing on the moment, she pitches

her idea to him, aiming to modernize his previous matchmaking app created

for their mother. Initially reluctant, Navdeep eventually becomes interested

when Simi proposes enhancing the app with fun, school-related questions,

appealing to their peers’ interests.

The chapter highlights Simi's determination and the supportive nature of

their friendship, illustrating the essence of creativity in their collaborative

efforts. Encouraged, Navdeep agrees to incorporate additional features,

including requiring a school email for registration to preserve user privacy

and facilitate data collection.
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As the trio prepares for the app's launch, they strategize discreet promotional

tactics to maintain anonymity. They decide to leverage the popular Mayfield

High Secrets website, posting hints to generate buzz without revealing their

identities. The chapter concludes with Simi nervously submitting this

anonymous post, filled with hopes about the potential impact of their labor.

She dreams of how their app, titled *Matched!*, could redefine the dating

experience for students.

Overall, this chapter explores themes of sibling relationships, youthful

ambition, and the thrill of new beginnings, all imbued with a lighthearted

and humorous tone that resonates throughout the narrative.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

Chapter 9 Summary: The Matched! App Launch

In this chapter, the anticipation surrounding the launch of the Matched! app

reaches a fever pitch. Simi feels a mix of excitement and anxiety as she and

her best friend Noah discuss the app's potential impact on their school and

their lives while heading to class. The post announcing their app's arrival has

yet to be published, leading to nervous speculation that is buoyed by Simi’s

brother, Navdeep, who attempts to calm their jitters.

Upon arriving at school, the atmosphere shifts dramatically when Marcus, a

popular student, excitedly announces that the post is live. Simi's heart races

as she watches reactions pour in online. Trying to maintain her composure,

she notes the varied responses: some classmates are skeptical of the app's

purpose, while others, like Jassi, eagerly embrace it, especially when she

sees her personalized Match Icon. Jassi's enthusiasm ignites a sense of

collective excitement among their peers.

As lunchtime approaches, the buzz intensifies, and Simi can’t help but hope

for a match with her crush, Aiden. She nearly divulges her secret connection

to the app but stops herself just in time. The school is abuzz with excitement

as students begin signing up, and the arrival of Principal Pinter momentarily
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hushes the room, reminding everyone of the weight of their new venture.

Later at home, Simi and Noah eagerly await updates from Navdeep. Their

excitement is palpable when they learn that the app has already garnered

over 112 downloads on its first day—a promising sign for their project's

success as it captures the interest of the student body. Despite facing minor

technical hiccups, such as users attempting to create duplicate accounts, it’s

obvious the app has made a significant impact.

As the day concludes, Simi and Noah are filled with a sense of hope and

eagerness about the app's future and the potential adventures it may lead to

for them and their friends. This chapter encapsulates themes of friendship,

youthful ambition, and technological enthusiasm, all while hinting at the

development of personal connections that could evolve into romantic

interests.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

In Chapter 10, the narrator immerses herself in the intricate world of

 matchmaking alongside her mother and Masi (aunt). They conduct a client

session with a young man and his eager parents, showcasing their adept

interrogation techniques as they expertly extract personal insights. The

young man, exhibiting a blend of nervousness and humor, finds himself

sandwiched between his well-meaning parents, who are desperate for him to

settle down.

As the conversation shifts from casual banter to the serious business of

matchmaking, Masi and Mom dig deep into the young man’s dietary

preferences and relationship goals. His mother articulates her anxiety,

expressing a strong desire for her son to cultivate a meaningful relationship

rather than just casual dating encounters. Despite his initial shyness, the

young man reveals a willingness to pursue introductions, signaling his

readiness for a more focused approach to dating.

Post-meeting, Mom and Masi engage in a thoughtful analysis of the insights

they've garnered. Their discussion also highlights the logistical chaos

permeating their office, filled with countless files, some humorously labeled

"Happily Ever After" to signify successful matches. Mom remains resolute

in her traditional matchmaking philosophy, steadfastly resisting the notion of

integrating modern technology or apps into their process.
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The chapter concludes with the narrator devising a clever connection:

suggesting the young man be introduced to Miss Chatterjee, a

knowledgeable professor whose impressive educational credentials make her

a promising match. This development underscores the thematic tension

between traditional matchmaking practices and contemporary dating ideals,

illuminating the evolving complexities of relationships and familial

expectations in an ever-changing social landscape.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

In Chapter 11 of "Matched!", the story unfolds on a Friday evening as Simi,

 Navdeep, and Noah gather in Navdeep's room for the crucial first testing of

their dating app, aptly named "Matched!" Despite Noah's illness, the trio is

filled with excitement as they prepare to analyze the results of the quiz

they've created. Navdeep insists that both Simi and Noah participate in the

quiz as well, believing their responses will enhance the accuracy of the data

collected.

As they complete the quiz, Simi hopes to be matched with someone she

likes—specifically, Aiden, her artistic friend. To her delight, her results

confirm a strong connection with Aiden, igniting a wave of celebration

among the group as they revel in the app's apparent success. The positive

match reinforces Simi's feelings, underscoring the app’s promise.

However, when they look at Noah's results, he opts to keep his matches

private, much to Simi's annoyance as she yearns to share in the excitement.

Navdeep reassures them that they need to verify the results before

announcing them publicly, emphasizing the importance of accuracy in their

findings. As they continue, the excitement builds when they discover a total

of forty-two strong matches across their group.

Yet, amidst their joy, complex realities start to emerge. Simi becomes aware
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that some pairings may challenge traditional social norms, such as Kiran’s

match with Marcus, which might not sit well with Simi's conservative

family. Noah encourages Simi to adopt an open-minded perspective,

highlighting the potential for surprising compatibility beyond cultural

constraints. Despite his encouragement, Simi is grounded in the societal

challenges that such relationships might face.

The chapter takes a dramatic turn when they uncover an unexpected match

between Ethan and Teá, setting the stage for potential tension within their

friend group, especially concerning Amanda, who might react negatively to

this revelation. Through their app, the dynamics of friendship, cultural

expectations, and budding romances create a rich and complex environment

as Simi and her friends navigate their intertwined relationships.
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Chapter 12: 

Chapter 12 Summary: A Match Made in Mehendi

Amid the bustling chaos of a typical Monday morning, Simi feels the weight

of anxiety settle in as she prepares to unveil the results of the matchmaking

project she collaborated on with her friend Noah. While the initial

matchmaking process was straightforward, revealing the paired matches

brings an entirely new set of pressures, particularly concerning how her

classmates will react.

During her physical education class, as she runs to clear her mind, memories

of Aiden, one of her selected matches, flood her thoughts, mixing

excitement with nerves. It's during this run that she encounters Suraj, a

popular and charming classmate, who playfully jogs alongside her. Their

interaction, marked by an accidental collision, sends Simi into a fluster,

evoking both embarrassment and a newfound thrill.

Post-gym class, she bumps into Aiden, and their conversation about fitness

and the cultural significance of henna quickly turns flirtatious. Surprised by

her own boldness, Simi unexpectedly asks Aiden to hang out, leading to an

exhilarating sense of connection between them that leaves her feeling elated.
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Meanwhile, Noah is grappling with his own feelings, particularly regarding

the matchmaking project, which causes a subtle strain in his friendship with

Simi. His reluctance to discuss the matches further amplifies the emotional

distance between them, although they manage to stay connected through

playful banter and sharing the latest gossip about their respective crushes.

The chapter reaches a lively peak at lunch, where Rohan, a charismatic

classmate, publicly acknowledges Simi as the mastermind behind the

matchmaking endeavor. This revelation thrusts Simi into the spotlight,

suggesting a shift from her previously quiet existence to a new chapter of

recognition among her peers. With her anonymity fading, the stage is set for

exciting changes in her social life and the ongoing matchmaking project.

In this chapter, themes of youthful exploration, the awkwardness of budding

romance, and the complexities of friendship intertwine seamlessly, creating

a narrative that resonates deeply with readers navigating similar social

landscapes.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

Chapter 13 Summary: The Dinner Gathering

In this engaging chapter, Simi's family warmly welcomes Jolly Singh and

his family for dinner while Masi's home undergoes renovations. The

atmosphere is filled with enticing aromas from a traditional feast, making it

a cozy gathering enhanced by the presence of Sweetie, the family dog, who

looks particularly charming post-grooming. As the evening unfolds, the

guest list expands unexpectedly with the arrival of Jolly's cousin, Suraj, a

familiar face from school, adding an intriguing dynamic to the gathering.

As guests mingle in the living room, Jolly introduces Suraj to Simi and her

brother, Navdeep, revealing that Suraj is indeed the “wicked smart” cousin

he always spoke about. Simi is pleasantly surprised by their connection, and

conversation flows seamlessly between the three of them. They discuss their

families, the dynamics of school life, and their mutual interests in

technology and art. Suraj, recently sporting a new hairstyle sans turban,

shares his enthusiasm for attending a diverse school like Mayfield, where he

can engage with a variety of clubs and activities.

The dinner highlights a sumptuous spread that fosters a sense of

togetherness. During the meal, Simi finds herself developing a spark of
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interest in Suraj, who proves to be both interesting and respectful. A toast by

her father, acknowledging Simi’s role in fostering new friendships, leaves

her blushing, especially when Suraj leans in to inquire more about the

family’s matchmaking business. Though Simi feels a bit shy discussing their

matchmaking app—a collaborative project with her friends—Suraj's genuine

curiosity keeps the conversation lively and engaging.

After the meal, Suraj takes the initiative to approach Simi and Navdeep to

learn more about their app. They share their motivations; Navdeep is

particularly keen on enhancing its capabilities to impress their mother. Suraj

expresses admiration for their innovative design, signaling a potential

interest in contributing to their project.

This chapter artfully intertwines themes of family, identity, and the

excitement of new friendships. It vividly portrays the interactions of

teenagers on the brink of budding connections, especially between Simi and

Suraj, hinting at deeper developments to come in the storyline.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

In Chapter 14 of "A Match Made in Mehendi," the narrative unfolds around

 an electrifying announcement at Mayfield High: the launch of a new dating

app called Matched!. With the charismatic duo of Marcus and Amanda

leading the charge, students are introduced to an interactive quiz that

promises to unveil their ideal romantic partners. This revelation creates a

buzz within the school, igniting both excitement and anxiety in our

protagonist, who feels the weight of expectations as the app's popularity

rapidly grows, especially in light of their recent adventures.

As the chapter progresses, tension mounts when Navdeep, the protagonist's

brother and a pivotal partner in their project, voices his apprehensions about

the next step—facilitating introductions between paired couples. Our

protagonist argues that showcasing the app's effectiveness is crucial,

particularly to convince their skeptical mother of its value. With Noah

standing by her side, they emphasize the significance of fostering real-life

connections despite Navdeep's worries about potential backlash from their

school principal. This leads the trio to devise a plan to orchestrate these

introductions in a public setting like the library, where the social pressures

may be less intense.

Through their strategizing, they identify the strongest matches revealed by

the quiz results, including pairings like Kiran with Marcus, Rebecca with
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Hasina, and Teá with Ethan. However, a cloud of concern lingers over the

social ramifications of these pairings, particularly for Teá, who is new to the

school and may encounter opposition from established social groups.

Nevertheless, the group maintains hope, buoyed by the belief that authentic

connections can triumph over social obstacles.

Overall, this chapter encapsulates key themes of friendship, the quest for

self-identity, and the complexities of teenage relationships within a

technology-driven landscape. The blend of excitement and trepidation

surrounding the Matched! app vividly reflects the tumultuous experience of

romance and connection faced by young people today.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 

Chapter 15 Summary of "A Match Made in Mehendi"

In Chapter 15, Simi embarks on an important day at school, clutching The

Shagun Matchmaking Guide—a cherished token from her mother that

symbolizes her family’s rich history of matchmaking. Today marks the

introduction of their new matchmaking app, Matched!, and while her older

brother Navdeep is too engrossed in his school assignments to join, Simi and

her friend Noah are buzzing with excitement. They engage in discussions

about the implications of matchmaking in high school, with Simi expressing

skepticism about the potential for young love to blossom. Nevertheless, she

resolves to tap into the matchmaking prowess of her ancestors as they gear

up for the app’s launch.

As they take their positions in the school library, Simi reflects on the role of

vichole, traditional matchmakers who have guided unions for generations,

feeling a blend of reverence and uncertainty about stepping into their shoes.

This moment of contemplation is soon overshadowed by thrilling news: all

participants in the app have opened their chat channels, a clear sign of their

eagerness to connect.

Amidst this, Simi shares a flirtatious exchange with Aiden, a schoolmate,
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who playfully acknowledges her pivotal role in launching Matched!. This

interaction stirs a mix of hope and anxiety within Simi regarding Aiden’s

response to the matches. However, her day takes a surprising turn when,

during a morning announcement, the school reveals Simi, Noah, and

Navdeep as the app creators, thrusting Simi into the spotlight.

While some peers celebrate the app’s launch, Simi feels increasingly

overwhelmed by the sudden attention, particularly as teachers voice their

concerns over the distraction it presents. Doubts churn in her mind about

potential repercussions from both the school administration and her mother,

intensifying her anxiety. Yet, amidst the chaos, Simi finds solace in her

artistic talents when classmates request her mehendi designs, which instills

her with a renewed sense of purpose and validation.

Overall, this chapter highlights the mix of exhilaration and pressure that

accompanies the launch of a new venture. Simi grapples with the

complexities of high school dynamics, familial traditions, and the weight of

expectations, ultimately discovering strength in her unique talents.
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Chapter 16: 

In Chapter 16 of "A Match Made in Mehendi," we witness a pivotal moment

 in Simran's life as she transitions from the carefree dynamics of high school

dating to the serious world of arranged marriages, particularly through the

lens of her friend Maya Chatterjee. Maya visits Simi’s mother’s office for a

Shagun consultation — a traditional meeting meant to discuss potential

marriage matches. This scenario introduces readers to the intricacies of

arranged marriages within the South Asian community, where family

involvement and cultural expectations play a significant role.

During the consultation, humorous exchanges arise when Maya candidly

reveals her dietary preferences, notably her enjoyment of beef, which clashes

with the prospective match’s vegetarian background. This light-hearted

tension not only adds comedic relief but also highlights the reality of

blending different cultural norms in the matchmaking process. Maya's

open-mindedness towards finding a partner from diverse backgrounds

reflects a modern approach to traditional customs, advocating for honesty

and transparency in these interactions.

As Simi supports Maya, her excitement for the matchmaking unfolds. She

sees potential in Maya’s journey and imagines how well they could pair with

the right match. Meanwhile, Simi's own life at school flourishes;

particularly, her relationship with Aiden blossoms as they work together in
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art class. Aiden’s heartfelt gesture of painting a portrait of his late

grandmother deepens their emotional bond, introducing themes of

vulnerability and connection that resonate with Simi.

In a lively turn at lunchtime, Simi becomes the focal point of a celebration

honoring her and Noah for their successful app launch. Engaged in a

campaign against their school mascot, she also explores henna tattooing and

forges new relationships, particularly with Suraj, who supports her activism.

However, playful teasing from Noah regarding her chemistry with Suraj

prompts Simi to reevaluate her feelings for both Noah and Aiden, adding

layers of complexity to her emotional landscape.

By the chapter's conclusion, Simi is left grappling with the mix of

burgeoning friendships, familial expectations, and the quest for authentic

connections as she navigates the challenges of growing up. This blend of

personal dilemmas and cultural nuances provides readers with a relatable

insight into the navigation of young adulthood, making it clear that the

search for true companionship often exists amidst contrasting pressures.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

In Chapter 17 of "A Match Made in Mehendi," the journey of matchmaking

 encounters a significant challenge when Teá, an enthusiastic soccer player,

expresses her concerns about her connection with Ethan, despite their

apparent compatibility. Teá's vibrant personality is slightly dampened by her

hesitation regarding the matchmaking app's accuracy and the pressure it

places on her. As she talks with her friends Simi and Noah in the library, her

excitement about moving to Mayfield for a soccer program shines through;

however, her uncertainty keeps her from fully embracing the potential

match.

Encouraged by Simi and Noah, Teá reluctantly agrees to meet Ethan,

displaying a newfound openness to explore their chemistry. Meanwhile,

Simi prepares for her own introduction with Aiden, the friend matched with

her. Their playful exchanges suggest a growing romantic interest, especially

as Aiden reveals he had hoped they would be set up together.

The atmosphere quickly shifts when Ethan arrives at the library with his

soccer teammates, unexpectedly interrupting Teá’s introduction. Despite her

friends' efforts to create a comfortable environment, Teá feels overwhelmed

and decides to leave, unintentionally putting Ethan in a position of rejection

and fostering his self-doubt.
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The chapter ends on a note of uncertainty for Ethan, as he contemplates

whether he has lost a chance with Teá, while Simi and Noah devise a plan to

hold a charity soccer match. Their goal is to provide a more relaxed setting

for Ethan and Teá to reconnect.

Key themes in this chapter revolve around the intricacies of matchmaking,

the influence of peers on personal relationships, and the neuroses of young

love. The characters are seen grappling with their own emotions and desires,

underscoring the importance of individual apprehensions as well as the

support of friendships in the pursuit of romantic connections. As they

navigate the complex web of feelings, the journey toward love continues to

unfold amidst setbacks and shared aspirations.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 

Chapter 18 Summary

Simi, filled with a mix of excitement and anxiety, prepares to ride her bike

to Aiden's house for an art project. Wanting to look cute yet

practical—mindful of the inevitable paint splashes—she discusses Aiden

with her mother. Through their conversation, we learn that Aiden, a

classmate from elementary school who had a nut allergy and sat at a special

table, has become someone special to Simi as she reflects on his growth

since those days.

Upon arriving at Aiden's home, Simi's nervousness dissipates at the sight of

him in his casual, paint-splattered clothes, complemented by the friendly

greeting of his dog, Rex. Aiden shows Simi his street art boards, sparking a

sense of intrigue and admiration in her. They embark on a creative

collaboration, blending Aiden's graffiti style with Simi's mehendi designs on

a large canvas. The atmosphere shifts from focused artistry to playful fun

when Simi playfully squirts water at Aiden, igniting an impromptu water

fight joined by Rex. Their laughter and shared joy deepen their connection,

making the day truly memorable.

The following day, while shopping for makeup, Simi excitedly shares her
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plans with Noah to hang out at 'Burban,' a local café famed for its delicious

desserts and vibrant social scene. Despite her eagerness, Simi harbors

concerns about fitting in with Aiden’s more popular circle of friends. Noah,

feeling a twinge of jealousy over Simi's budding romance with Aiden, is

pushed by her to reveal details about his own romantic pursuits from the app

they developed together, leaving him somewhat uncomfortable.

Later, during a coffee meeting with their mutual friend Teá, they discuss

their initiative to host a charity soccer event. Teá hesitates about dating

Ethan, a fellow student, but Simi encourages her by emphasizing Teá's skills

and the potential for a casual connection with him. Eventually, Teá decides

to consider spending more time with Ethan.

At school, the anticipation grows as their app, Matched!, gains traction and

earns positive media attention. However, Simi and Noah must navigate the

potential backlash from school authorities regarding its use during school

hours, especially as they promote the upcoming charity event known as

Woofstock. The chapter also touches on a controversial dress code proposed

by Amanda that sparks student protests in favor of personal expression,

highlighting the significance of individuality—including through tattoos and

mehendi.

In summary, this chapter intricately weaves themes of creativity, friendship,

and the complexities of high school relationships, as Simi navigates her
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artistic passions while simultaneously exploring the dynamics of her social

life.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 19 Summary: 

Chapter 19 Summary: A Creative Encounter

In this chapter, Simi is deeply engaged in her art project, experimenting with

various types of henna to perfect her technique. However, her efforts with

white henna on paper leave her feeling frustrated with unsatisfactory results.

Her friends, Noah and Navdeep, suggest she enlist the help of Suraj, who has

been researching mehendi for his chemistry project. Initially hesitant due to

her feelings for him, Simi ultimately agrees to meet, intrigued by the

potential collaboration.

Simi's visit to Suraj’s home reveals his warm and friendly disposition.

Dressed casually in sweatpants and a hoodie, he embodies a relaxed and

approachable nature. The inviting ambiance is complemented by his mother,

who frequently brings out an array of snacks, creating a welcoming

environment. During their meeting, Suraj showcases the different henna

pastes he has tested on wood, providing Simi with inspiration and promising

new directions for her project. They share ideas and techniques, with Suraj’s

enthusiasm sparking Simi's creativity.

As they work together, a playful moment arises when they accidentally

bump heads, leading to lighthearted banter that deepens their connection.
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This interaction allows Simi to reveal a softer, more flustered side,

highlighting her admiration for Suraj.

After their artistic endeavor, Simi receives a message from Aiden, another

boy she finds attractive, inviting her to an upcoming event they both plan to

attend. Juggling her feelings for Suraj and Aiden, Simi experiences a blend

of excitement and confusion about her burgeoning romantic interests. The

chapter culminates with rapid exchanges of texts, leaving Simi feeling giddy

and hopeful about the possibilities of romance with both boys.

Chapter 19 effectively explores themes of creativity, friendship, and the

complexities of teenage relationships, illustrating Simi's ongoing journey of

self-discovery and her exploration of both art and budding romance.
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Chapter 20: 

In Chapter 20 of "A Match Made in Mehendi," the excitement of teenage

 romance takes center stage as Simi prepares for a special date with Aiden on

a Friday night. The chapter opens with Simi visiting her friend Noah for a

fashion check and makeup assistance, fueling her enthusiasm. However,

Noah, typically the cheerful friend, displays some dissatisfaction with his

own love life, feeling envious of Simi's budding romance. Simi offers him

comfort, promising a post-date milkshake to lift his spirits.

When Simi meets Aiden, his casual yet charming outfit makes her heart race.

Holding hands as they enter the bustling café, she feels a blend of butterflies

and nerves. As they settle in, their conversation effortlessly shifts to their art

projects, showcasing Aiden's impressive diligence and talent, which further

captivates Simi.

However, the mood shifts when Amanda, a cunning classmate known for her

manipulative tendencies, approaches. Disguised as friendly inquiry about

Simi’s matchmaking app, Amanda's true intent is to gain an upper hand.

Simi stands firm against her probing questions, emphasizing the importance

of confidentiality regarding their match details. With Aiden by her side, she

dismisses Amanda's negativity, bolstered by his supportive presence.

As the evening progresses, Simi and Aiden deepen their connection through
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their shared love for art, leaving the café in high spirits. Aiden walks Simi

home, and as they part ways, the moment becomes even more poignant.

Instead of a kiss on the lips, Aiden leans in to place a gentle kiss on Simi's

cheek, an endearing gesture that leaves her feeling both giddy and yearning

for more intimacy. Their date concludes with a promise to see each other on

Monday at school, prompting Simi to reflect on the success of her

matchmaking app and the thrilling beginnings of their romance.

This chapter intricately weaves themes of friendship, the complexities of

young love, and the emotional highs and lows of dating, highlighting that

while romance can be exhilarating, it also comes with its own set of

challenges and uncertainties.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 

In Chapter 21, Simi navigates her complex feelings for Aiden following a

 misunderstanding related to their collaborative art project. As she walks to

school with her friend Noah, they see Aiden driving by, shrouded in mystery

by a drop cloth covering what he calls his "signature project." While Simi

has enjoyed their recent time together, she wrestles with the discomfort of

not being completely honest with her mom about their outings.

Upon entering art class, Ms. Furst unveils Aiden's project, which features

vivid henna-inspired motifs that Simi conceived. Despite the beautiful

presentation, Aiden fails to credit Simi adequately, merely thanking her for

the inspiration. This oversight leaves Simi feeling slighted and anxious

about voicing her contributions.

Throughout the class, Aiden remains distant, ignoring Simi’s attempts to

engage. This treatment escalates her feelings of betrayal and neglect.

Eventually, gathering her courage, Simi approaches Ms. Furst to clarify that

the henna designs are her original work, not just a source of inspiration for

Aiden. This moment becomes a pivotal lesson in the importance of

collaboration and proper recognition in the artistic realm. Ms. Furst

acknowledges Simi's efforts and instructs Aiden to give credit where it is

due in the future.
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After class, Simi finds comfort in a café with Noah, where they discuss her

disappointment in Aiden, realizing that their shared laughter doesn't excuse

his entitlement. As they talk, Simi reflects on her growth and newfound

confidence, which is reinforced by the supportive friendship of Suraj, who

genuinely appreciates her talent.

Later at home, Simi confides in her mom about her outing with Aiden,

describing it as a date. Their conversation leads to insights about Aiden's

behavior and Simi's pride in defending her artistic integrity. Empowered by

her experience, Simi resolves to delete her profiles from a dating app,

choosing to pursue authentic relationships over superficial ones.

This chapter illuminates themes of self-assertion, artistic integrity, and the

challenges of teenage connections. Simi's journey of self-discovery is

marked by her growth in standing up for herself and recognizing the value of

her creative contributions amidst the complexities of her feelings for Aiden.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 

In Chapter 22, Simi becomes increasingly entangled in the complexities of

 the matchmaking app she has been developing. Amanda, a frustrated client,

is fixated on being matched with Ethan, a guy she believes is her perfect

match. Her persistent inquiries become a source of stress for Simi and her

colleague Noah, as they grapple with the fallout of Amanda potentially

discovering that Ethan is involved with another girl, Teá. This dilemma

highlights the unpredictable nature of romantic aspirations and the delicate

balance of expectations within the matchmaking process.

At the same time, Simi and Noah are supporting their friend Kiran, who is

facing cultural anxieties about revealing her relationship with Marcus, a boy

from a different background. The pressure from Kiran's traditional family

adds to her stress, and Simi and Noah encourage her to meet Marcus in

person, with both friends ready to intervene if Kiran’s family becomes

overly inquisitive. Their outing to the mall offers a mix of hope and tension,

as Simi unexpectedly encounters Suraj, a boy with whom she has

complicated feelings. Suraj is kind and attentive, but Simi is still processing

her connection to Aiden and is unsettled by the knowledge that Suraj has a

strong match with her friend Jassi.

Amid these emotional currents, Simi confides in Noah about her feelings for

Suraj, recognizing that despite her affection, it may be too late to pursue
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anything with him. Noah encourages her, reminding her that it’s never too

late for love or to express her feelings. Their conversation signifies the

theme of unrequited love that pervades the chapter, as both characters are

navigating their personal relationships while juggling their responsibilities as

matchmakers.

Additionally, Simi’s artistic aspirations come into play as she interacts with

her teacher, Ms. Furst, discussing the importance of focusing on meaningful

projects in her life. This creative outlet adds depth to Simi’s character,

illustrating her desire to express herself amidst the emotional upheaval

surrounding her and her friends.

By the conclusion of the chapter, Simi is acutely aware of the overwhelming

challenges both she and Noah face, as they attempt to manage their own

romantic dilemmas while participating in the chaotic world of matchmaking.

The juxtaposition of personal struggles against their matchmaking duties

enhances the narrative tension and emphasizes the challenges of

adolescence.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 23 of "A Match Made in Mehendi"

In this vibrant chapter, Simi welcomes the lively energy of a Saturday

morning as her beloved grandparents, Nanima and Nanoo, arrive from India.

The atmosphere is filled with joy, family warmth, and the comforting aroma

of spicy chai, which Simi enjoys while receiving a beautiful gift of colorful

bangles from her ageless Nanima, whose presence evokes the soothing scent

of sandalwood.

The centerpiece of their gathering is a Desi potluck brunch, where family

traditions come alive through storytelling. To combat the jet lag of her

grandparents, Simi engages Nanoo, prompting him to share the charming

tale of how he met Nanima. Their story unfolds with delightful moments of

youthful clumsiness and innocent attraction, emphasizing their love that

overcame religious differences. This exchange not only deepens the familial

bonds but also highlights the overarching theme of love and understanding

across cultures.

The scene takes a delightful turn with the arrival of Jolly, Simi's friend,

dressed sharply for the occasion and bringing treats from his mother, which

he offers to Nanima. His visit sparks a conversation about new beginnings,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


culminating in the surprising announcement of his engagement to Preet. This

joyful revelation sends waves of celebration through the family, reinforcing

the idea of love blossoming in unexpected ways.

In a heartfelt gesture, Simi presents her grandparents with a piece of artwork

that captures their first meeting—a poignant reminder of their enduring love

story. Touched by the gesture, Nanima encourages Simi to embrace her

artistic talents and the rich family traditions surrounding matchmaking,

suggesting a continuity of love and connection in the generations to come.

The chapter concludes on a celebratory note, marked by the traditional sweet

dish, atte-ki-pinni, symbolizing the fusion of old and new legacies within the

family. Through this exploration of family, love, and tradition, Simi

undergoes personal growth, appreciating her cultural heritage while eagerly

anticipating her future. Ultimately, this chapter beautifully encapsulates the

essence of relationships, the importance of shared stories, and the joy of

familial bonds.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 24: 

Summary of Chapter 24: A Match Made in Mehendi

In this vibrant chapter set at Woofstock, a fundraising event for Buddy Dog,

the atmosphere buzzes with excitement and community energy, alongside

hints of developing romances. The protagonist, Simi, eagerly sets up her

henna stall, warmly supported by her grandparents, Nanoo and Nanima, who

are bundled up against the autumn chill.

As Simi engages with festival-goers, she becomes aware of Ethan, a boy she

has feelings for, who appears awkwardly focused on another girl, Teá. This

moment is compounded by the social pressures from Amanda, a schoolmate

who imposes her expectations about dating and sports on friends, further

complicating Simi's feelings. Thankfully, her friend Noah offers guidance in

navigating these dynamics.

Amidst the festivities, Simi takes pleasure in watching Ethan and Teá bond

over their mutual love for dogs, while she manages her henna stall. Despite

facing a moment of rudeness from Amanda, who attempts to undermine her

confidence, Simi remains resolute and showcases her talent by beautifully

applying henna designs on Cami and Natasha, embodying resilience and

artistry.
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As the chapter unfolds, Simi juggles various interactions, showcasing the

tight-knit support of her family and friends. Yet, she struggles with her crush

on Suraj, which complicates her feelings about both Ethan and lingering

notions of matchmaking among her peers. This emotional turmoil adds

depth to her character as she navigates the complexities of adolescent love.

With themes of teamwork and camaraderie woven throughout the Woofstock

festivities, Simi not only participates in the games but also faces the intricate

dynamics of friendship and budding romance. The chapter concludes with an

air of suspense, foreshadowing potential conflict with Amanda, effectively

setting the stage for future developments and keeping readers eagerly

anticipating what comes next.
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Chapter 25 Summary: 

In Chapter 25 of "A Match Made in Mehendi," the chapter opens with a

 comedic incident at an adoptable dog showcase, where Amanda’s pink

baseball cap is humorously whisked away by a pack of enthusiastic dogs. As

Amanda hilariously chases after her hat, her embarrassment is met with

laughter from the onlookers, including her friends Simi, Noah, and Navdeep.

However, beneath her comical exterior, Amanda harbors a simmering anger.

As the scene shifts to the school lunchroom, Simi and Noah engage in

lighthearted banter about the showcase. But the mood quickly darkens when

Amanda confronts Simi, accusing her of sabotaging her budding romance

with Ethan by pairing him with Teá through the matchmaking app,

Matched!. Simi defends the app, explaining that it is based on quiz responses

and that she cannot control its outcomes. This confrontation exposes

Amanda's intense fixation on Ethan and Simi's steadfast commitment to her

intentions with the app, amplifying the rivalry between the two.

The chapter then takes a serious turn when Simi becomes the target of

escalating harassment at school. Her locker is vandalized, her belongings are

damaged, and a physical altercation culminates in Amanda breaking Simi's

phone. These aggressive actions position Amanda as a fierce antagonist in

Simi's life, intensifying the conflict between them. Simi grapples with the

fear and frustration of being bullied, fully aware that she's now pitted against
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Amanda.

Throughout this chapter, themes of rivalry, resilience, and the influence of

social pressures are poignantly illustrated. The juxtaposition of the

lightheartedness of teenage life against the darker realities of bullying serves

to deepen the narrative, showcasing Simi's struggles as she confronts the

toxic dynamics of her relationships and the consequences of Amanda's

animosity.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 

In Chapter 26, the tension in Simi's household escalates with the relentless

 ringing of an early morning phone. Initially dismissed as a prank, the calls

become a source of anxiety, particularly for Simi, who suspects they may be

linked to her ongoing troubles with her app and her rival, Amanda. Amidst a

charged breakfast atmosphere filled with worry, Simi tries to hold the family

together.

The urgency is heightened when Simi receives a distressing call from her

friend Teá. She learns that damaging rumors about her and Aiden are

circulating on social media, orchestrated by Amanda and her circle, who

have also sabotaged Teá's soccer equipment. Teá is grappling with her

feelings for Ethan while facing this harassment, and Simi encourages her to

rise above Amanda's bullying and focus on their friendship.

To momentarily escape the chaos, Simi and her brother Noah channel their

energy into Halloween preparations, experimenting with zombie makeup

and enjoying light-hearted moments. The arrival of trick-or-treaters,

including Teá and Ethan dressed as legendary Star Wars characters, injects a

sense of joy and community into the day, demonstrating that their

relationships remain resilient even in tough times.

Throughout the chapter, key themes emerge: resilience in the face of

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


bullying, the strength of friendship, and the importance of community

support. Simi's inherently supportive nature shines through, as she navigates

the challenges of teenage life while highlighting the value of camaraderie

and connection. The chapter leaves readers feeling optimistic, buoyed by the

spirited Halloween atmosphere and the bonds that endure amidst adversity.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 

In Chapter 27 of "A Match Made in Mehendi," the story unfolds in the

 aftermath of Halloween, where Simi finds herself grappling with the tension

and anticipation surrounding an impending review for their matchmaking

app, Matched!. This moment is shadowed by her brother Navdeep's

troubling news: their teacher, Mr. Wall, has accessed the app using a school

email, which raises concerns about the privacy of their user data just before

the critical review with Ms. Pinter, the school principal.

As Simi and her partner Noah prepare for the review, they feel a mix of

anxiety and pride in their creation, which has successfully facilitated

connections among their classmates. The stakes are high, however, with the

threat of the app's shutdown looming over them. During the review,

Navdeep plays a pivotal role by smoothly presenting the app to Ms. Pinter,

resulting in a light-hearted moment when she discovers a rather unexpected

"match" involving Mr. Wall. This comedic twist eases the tension, and they

ultimately prove that Matched! has adhered to all necessary protocols,

allowing them to pass the review successfully despite a stipulation that the

app cannot be used in school settings.

Afterward, Simi and Noah take a moment to reflect on the success of their

app while delving into their personal lives. Noah reveals his crush on

classmate Connor, while Simi struggles with her feelings for Suraj, who has
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recently returned from a trip. Their dynamic takes a sweet turn when Suraj

joins them during a fire drill; sharing his jacket with Simi, the exchange is

filled with flirtation and intimacy.

As snow begins to fall, Suraj musters the courage to ask Simi out, and she

joyously accepts, solidifying their connection beyond the confines of the

app's design. This chapter beautifully encapsulates themes of friendship, the

complexities of teenage romance, and the joy of teamwork, culminating in a

poignant moment of young love budding against the backdrop of winter’s

chill.
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Chapter 28: 

Chapter 28 Summary

The drama at Mayfield High intensifies as Simi finds herself embroiled in an

unexpected scandal. The chapter opens with Amanda Taylor seizing the

opportunity to publicly humiliate Simi and her friend Noah by airing an

edited video clip during the morning announcements. This clip accuses them

of exploiting a matchmaking app they developed for personal gain, claiming

it has caused emotional distress among students. The clip reveals Noah’s

vulnerable feelings for a classmate named Connor, leading to a

heartbreaking moment when he breaks down in tears, feeling exposed and

ridiculed.

In the aftermath, Simi provides much-needed comfort to Noah in the nurse's

office, showcasing her loyalty and support amidst the chaos. However, their

problems escalate when Simi is summoned to meet with Principal Pinter and

Mr. Wall. They inform her about the seriousness of Amanda's accusations,

which not only threaten Simi's reputation but also jeopardize the future of

the app, created in collaboration with her friend Navdeep. Simi passionately

defends herself and Noah, arguing that their intentions were never malicious

and suggesting that Amanda has manipulated the footage to create a false

narrative.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


The situation becomes even more contentious when Simi’s mother arrives,

insisting on a thorough investigation into the claims. Frustration mounts as

they review the incriminating video together, revealing deep implications for

both Noah's privacy and Simi's character. Simi’s mother grows increasingly

outraged by Amanda's deceitful tactics, highlighting the ripple effects of

bullying and manipulation.

As the tension builds, Simi discovers that a cherished family heirloom—the

matchmaking guide that inspired their app—may have been stolen by

Amanda. This revelation hints at Amanda’s ulterior motives and her intent to

tarnish Simi’s credibility. With emotions running high, Simi wrestles with

the ramifications of the situation, confronting the chaos their actions have

inadvertently caused.

Throughout the chapter, themes of bullying, loyalty, and the quest for

self-identity resonate deeply. Simi reflects on her cultural heritage and her

yearning for belonging, as she grapples with the influence of technology on

her traditional values and personal ambitions. The chapter culminates in a

moment of self-reflection, as Simi acknowledges her past mistakes and their

consequences, resolving to confront Amanda and take back control of her

life and reputation.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 

Chapter 29 Summary: A Match Made in Mehendi

In this pivotal chapter, Simi's world is turned upside down when she returns

home early to discover her brother Navdeep and her distressed mother. The

source of her mother's anxiety is the school incident involving Amanda

Taylor, who has not only publicly humiliated Simi's close friend Noah by

exposing his crush but has also stolen a precious family heirloom: a

matchmaking guide that holds significant sentimental value.

Tensions escalate as Simi's mother reprimands Navdeep for failing to protect

Simi, highlighting the complexities of their family dynamics. This moment

underscores the pressure Simi feels not only as a student but also within her

familial relationships. In a heartfelt conversation with her grandmother,

Nanima, Simi learns about the rich history tied to the matchmaking guide,

emphasizing its importance beyond mere aesthetics; it represents their

family's past traditions and values. Simi's promise to retrieve the stolen

guide illustrates her commitment to her heritage and family legacy.

Amidst the emotional turmoil, an intriguing plan begins to take shape. Simi

and her friends devise a strategy to confront Amanda by leveraging her crush

on a boy named Ethan, aiming to use this newfound knowledge to retrieve
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the guide. Simi’s friends rally around her, demonstrating the power of

friendship and the solidarity of their support network, which brings a

renewed sense of hope and determination.

Throughout the chapter, themes of loyalty, friendship, and the preservation

of family heritage interweave with the ongoing high school drama. Simi's

resolve to reclaim the guide is a central focus, reflecting her deep

connections to her roots and the unyielding support of those around her. This

moment of unity lays the groundwork for the anticipated confrontation with

Amanda, suggesting that the battle for Simi’s identity and values is far from

over.
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Chapter 30 Summary: 

### Summary of Chapter 30 from "A Match Made in Mehendi"

Chapter 30 marks a climactic moment in the narrative as tension escalates in

the school cafeteria, where Teá confronts Ethan. Her outrage at Ethan's

defense of Amanda culminates in a dramatic public breakup. This

confrontation, though painful, is part of a larger scheme orchestrated by

Simran and her friends to expose Amanda's duplicitous behavior. After Teá

storms out, leaving Ethan in shock, the focus shifts to the group rallying

around Connor, who has returned home and is determined to support Simran

in their plan against Amanda.

Simran, Noah, and their friends are preparing for a “sting operation” aimed

at eliciting a confession from Amanda regarding her theft of Simran's family

matchmaking book and the harm she caused Noah. The narrative deftly

alternates between their preparations at home and the unfolding events in the

cafeteria, mingling humor and anticipation as they set their plan in motion.

While Ethan and Amanda converse, emotional revelations unfold. Connor

bravely confesses his feelings for Noah, prompting a touching exchange just

as Natasha and Cami arrive, threatening to disrupt their operation. However,

Simran skillfully diverts their attention, keeping the plan intact.
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As events unfold, evidence collected by Navdeep and Suraj reveals the

underlying insecurities that drove Amanda to her actions, reinforcing the

complexity of her character. In response to the gathered footage, Principal

Pinter intervenes, leading to appropriate consequences for Amanda and the

triumphant return of Simran's beloved matchmaking guide.

The chapter concludes on a reflective note as Simran's mother shares

insights about understanding others' motivations, emphasizing the

importance of compassion, even for those who have caused harm. This

moment of reflection fosters a sense of warmth and acceptance as Simran

spends time with her family and receives support from her grandmother,

Nanima, regarding Noah's identity.

### Themes and Character Development:

Throughout this chapter, key themes of friendship, betrayal, personal

growth, and family support emerge. The relationships between the characters

evolve as they confront shared challenges, with Simran's friends deepening

their bonds through collective action. Characters like Ethan start to grasp the

complexities of relationships as they acknowledge their past mistakes,

particularly in relation to Amanda. The chapter effectively highlights the

journey from conflict to resolution, emphasizing accountability and

understanding as crucial steps in rebuilding friendships and accepting

oneself.
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Chapter 31 Summary: 

Chapter 31 Summary: A Match Made in Mehendi

In Chapter 31, we find ourselves at a lively engagement party hosted at

Masi's house, beautifully adorned with flowers and decorations that reflect

the joyous mood of the occasion. Among the excited guests, Simi feels

somewhat overwhelmed after helping with the extensive preparations and is

urged by her Masi to focus on getting ready. This prompts Simi to engage in

introspection about her dual passions of art and her family's matchmaking

business, a tradition she grapples with embracing fully. A touching

conversation with her wise Nanima reassures her that she can pursue both

paths, allowing her artistic side to flourish alongside her family's legacy.

As the festivities begin, Simi immerses herself in the vibrant environment

marked by music, lively chatter, and captivating decorations. Her friend

Noah aids her in getting ready, enhancing her spirits with makeup tips and

fun dance moves. Embracing her talents, Simi takes on the role of mehendi

artist, skillfully applying intricate henna designs to guests, while her

thoughts wander to a budding connection between her brother, Navdeep, and

their mutual friend, Jassi.

The arrival of the groom’s family brings even more excitement, igniting a
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celebratory dance led by traditional drummers. Amidst the lively

atmosphere, Simi shares a heartwarming moment with Suraj, a charming

cousin of the groom. They discuss their plans for an upcoming dinner date,

leading to a playful exchange with Simi’s mother, who humorously

establishes curfews.

The chapter reaches a delightful crescendo when Simi and Suraj share a shy,

clumsy kiss, encapsulating the magic of the celebration. Surrounded by

laughter, music, and the love of family and friends, Simi feels a sense of

lightness and hope. Her world is expanding, filled with enchanting

possibilities for love and connection, as she learns to navigate her aspirations

with newfound courage.

Key Themes:

1. Balancing Passions: Simi explores the duality of pursuing her artistic

 dreams while honoring her family's matchmaking heritage.

2. Family and Community: The chapter celebrates the importance of

 family and togetherness during cultural festivities.

3. Friendship and Romance: Simi's evolving relationship with Suraj

 introduces the complexities of blending friendship with emerging romantic

feelings.

4. Growth and Courage: Characters in this chapter confront their

 emotions and ambitions, embodying personal growth and the willing
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embrace of new experiences.
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Chapter 32: 

Chapter 32 Summary

The chapter begins on a lively Saturday morning, filled with the delightful

aromas of aloo parathas and the comforting warmth of masala chai wafting

through the kitchen. The atmosphere is electric with excitement as Simi’s

family buzzes about the recent engagement, eagerly discussing wedding

plans and photography arrangements. At the center of this familial warmth,

Simi immerses herself in a creative project—crafting an intricate mehendi

wooden artwork dedicated to her grandparents, complete with delicate

paisley designs that reflect her artistry and cultural roots.

Amidst this cheerful chaos, Simi's brother, Navdeep, proudly showcases his

latest achievement: digitizing the family recipes, a project that blends

nostalgia with innovation. Their mother, who runs a matchmaking business,

enlists Navdeep’s assistance in developing a new tool to streamline the

comparison of individual profiles, demonstrating the family’s collaborative

spirit and vivid engagement in their respective pursuits.

Eager to lend a hand, Simi joins her mother in the Shagun office, yet her

curiosity piques as she stumbles across the matchmaking database featuring

her high school peers. In a playful mood, she decides to retake a
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matchmaking quiz, this time adding the profile of Suraj Singh, a fellow

student who has shown interest in her. The thrill of the moment is palpable

as Simi runs the match, only to be astounded by the result—a remarkable

97.8 percent compatibility.

This joyous revelation prompts a teasing exchange between Simi and

Navdeep, showcasing their sibling dynamic filled with playful banter and

camaraderie. The chapter closes on a high note, with Simi overjoyed by the

prospect of her newfound match with Suraj, her hands adorned with mehendi

symbolizing her budding growth and excitement. The sunny day ahead

seems to promise new adventures, particularly in the blossoming connection

with Suraj.

This chapter effectively weaves together themes of familial bonds, the joy of

creativity, and the nervous uncertainties of young love, capturing the

delightful chaos of Simi’s life as she navigates her friendships and potential

romance.
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