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About the book

"Beyond the Story" is a celebratory retrospective of BTS, marking the band's

10th anniversary by delving into their remarkable journey since their debut

on June 13, 2013. The book is structured chronologically across seven

chapters, showcasing the evolution of BTS not only as a musical group but

also as individual artists. 

The narrative begins with their humble beginnings, detailing the challenges

they faced in the competitive K-pop industry. BTS, composed of seven

talented members—RM, Jin, Suga, J-Hope, Jimin, V, and

Jungkook—quickly captured hearts with their unique blend of music that

touches on themes of self-love, mental health, and resilience. Through

extensive interviews and over three years of dedicated research by author

Myeongseok Kang, readers gain insight into the band's personal struggles

and triumphs.

As the chapters progress, they cover pivotal moments such as their rise to

fame, landmark albums, and record-breaking achievements. BTS's

commitment to authenticity and their connection with fans—known as

ARMY—are highlighted, showcasing how their artistry transcends music to

create a global community. 

The inclusion of unreleased photos and a myriad of QR codes provides an
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interactive experience, allowing readers to access exclusive videos that

deepen their understanding of BTS's impact. The book serves as an archive

of not just past milestones but also their ongoing influence on culture and

music worldwide. 

"Beyond the Story" stands as a heartfelt tribute to BTS, inviting fans to

explore every aspect of their extraordinary legacy, from their beginnings to

their continued evolution and the profound messages they share with the

world.
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About the author

In the chapters of "Beyond the Story," Myeongseok Kang delves into themes

of personal growth and human relationships, drawing on his extensive

understanding of psychology and life experiences. Each chapter navigates

the complexities of the human experience, illustrating how our interactions

with others shape our identities and life paths.

Kang introduces readers to various characters, each representing different

facets of personal struggle and triumph. These individuals not only embody

the challenges we all face—such as loneliness, fear, and ambition—but also

highlight the potential for change through self-reflection and connection. 

As the narrative unfolds, Kang weaves philosophical insights with practical

wisdom, encouraging readers to explore their inner selves. He emphasizes

self-discovery as a crucial aspect of personal development. For instance, one

character might confront their past mistakes, illustrating how acknowledging

and understanding one's history is vital for moving forward. Another may

struggle with societal expectations, mirroring the universal quest for

authenticity in a world that often pressures conformity.

The author also integrates elements of spirituality, suggesting that

understanding one's purpose and cultivating inner peace can lead to

profound transformation. By encouraging empathy and compassion in
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relationships, Kang reinforces the idea that our connections with others often

serve as mirrors, reflecting our own growth and potential.

In sum, "Beyond the Story" is not just an exploration of individual stories

but a guide to understanding the intricacies of life. Through the lens of his

characters' journeys, Kang inspires readers to embark on their own paths of

self-discovery and personal evolution. Each chapter reinforces the notion

that while our experiences may differ, the core emotional truths we

encounter unite us in our shared humanity.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Seoul

Chapter 1: Seoul

Overview of Gangnam, Seoul  

Gangnam, an affluent district in Seoul, becomes the vibrant backdrop for the

unfolding journey of BTS members j-hope and SUGA as they embark on

their paths with Big Hit Entertainment. The area's bustling streets,

particularly the congested crossroads near Sinsa Station, symbolize the chaos

and challenges that await newcomers seeking their dreams in the

competitive K-pop industry.

J-hope's Arrival and Early Challenges  

On Christmas Eve in 2010, j-hope arrives in Seoul, feeling lost and

overwhelmed as he enters the Big Hit trainee dormitory. The unfamiliar city

and high expectations leave him intimidated, until a call from company staff

helps guide him to his new home. This moment encapsulates the initial

emotional hurdles faced by many aspiring idols.

SUGA's Journey to Big Hit Entertainment  
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Joining Big Hit shortly before j-hope, SUGA hails from Daegu and shares

his own experiences as a budding musician. His decision to relocate to Seoul

reflects the sacrifices and determination required to pursue a career in

music—choices echoed by many artists who follow their dreams to the

capital.

Life in the Trainee Dormitory  

In the Big Hit dormitory, j-hope and SUGA find camaraderie amidst the

chaos. They humorously portray their early days, marked by youthful

excitement but also the reality of intense training. These shared experiences

foster bonds with fellow trainees, who are united by their common

aspirations and desires.

Building a Music Career in a Competitive Industry  

As their training begins, both members confront the fierce competition

within the K-pop scene, which demands exceptional singing and dancing

skills alongside captivating performances. This period emphasizes the value

of perseverance, teamwork, and personal growth, essential for navigating the

demands of the industry.

Formation of BTS  
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Through auditions and individual journeys, the members gradually recognize

their collective potential. Their rigorous training schedules foster respect and

unity among them, laying the groundwork for the synergy that will define

BTS as a group.

Transitioning to Stardom  

As they grow, the rising expectations lead to internal conflicts and external

pressures. The trials they face, both individually and collectively, shape their

artistry and deepen their bonds, highlighting the importance of collaboration

and emotional support amidst adversity.

Enduring Challenges  

Despite emerging popularity, BTS grapples with the emotional burdens of

fame. They navigate the complexities of their identities as idols and artists

while dealing with fan expectations and industry critiques. This struggle

illustrates the dualities of success and personal identity.

Key Themes of Growth and Identity  

This chapter intricately weaves the stories of j-hope and SUGA,

emphasizing their youth, aspirations, and shared experiences that nurture

their unique group dynamic. As the narrative unfolds, it sets the stage for
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BTS's evolution, highlighting the struggles and triumphs faced by artists in a

fiercely competitive landscape, as they transform from trainees into global

icons.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Why We Exist

### Chapter 2: Why We Exist

In this chapter, we explore the remarkable journey of BTS, tracing their

evolution from struggling trainees to global superstars. The narrative begins

with their daunting debut, overshadowed by the immense pressure of

competing against established groups in a tough industry. Hailing from the

small Big Hit Entertainment, BTS sought to carve out a unique identity,

drawing deeply from their personal experiences and the realities faced by

youth today.

The chapter unfolds with intimate accounts of individual members like

j-hope and SUGA during their formative trainee years. These stories

highlight their fears, aspirations, and the personal challenges they overcame,

which ultimately forged strong bonds of friendship within the group. Living

together in their dormitory fostered an environment rich in creativity,

passion, and a collective commitment to music, laying the groundwork for

their identity as a cohesive unit.

As BTS began to gain recognition, they encountered the intense pressures of

popularity and industry expectations. This chapter reveals the stark realities

of fame, including the demands for high sales and the scrutiny of the public
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eye, leading to potential internal conflicts. Despite these obstacles, the

members relied on each other for support, using their challenges as a catalyst

to create meaningful music that resonated with listeners.

A turning point in their career came with the release of the LOVE

YOURSELF series, which introduced a powerful narrative arc focused on

self-acceptance and addressing societal pressures. This innovative approach

allowed BTS to explore complex emotional themes while remaining

relatable to their audience, further solidifying their bond with fans.

During this period, the relationship with their fanbase, known as ARMY,

transformed significantly. BTS recognized that their fans were not just

supporters but integral members of their journey. Their music became a

shared narrative that encapsulated both struggles and victories, deepening

the connection between the group and their audience.

The chapter culminates in a celebration of BTS’s accomplishments as they

transition from relative obscurity to becoming a prominent force in the

music industry. The joy they find in their art and the connections forged

through shared experiences highlight the essence of their existence: to

inspire and uplift others through their music. This chapter serves as a

testament to their resilient spirit, emphasizing the importance of identity and

community in their journey.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Love, Hate, Army

Chapter 3: Love, Hate, Army

In Chapter 3 of "Beyond the Story" by Myeongseok Kang, the narrative

dives deep into the tumultuous journey of BTS as they transition from

aspiring talents to globally recognized superstars. The chapter intricately

weaves together themes of love, hate, and the unbreakable bond with their

dedicated fanbase, known as ARMY. 

The journey begins with BTS members Jung Hoseok (j-hope) and Min

Yoongi (SUGA), who vividly recount their struggles during their trainee

days at Big Hit Entertainment in Seoul. Their experiences of isolation,

self-doubt, and the fierce competition within the K-pop industry provide a

backdrop to the emotional challenges they faced in pursuit of their dreams. 

As the members navigated the complexities of dorm life, their shared

experiences fostered deep friendships. Living together as teenagers created a

platform for mutual support, ultimately shaping their identity as a cohesive

unit. This camaraderie became essential in building the artistic synergy that

would define their music.

However, success brought with it a new set of challenges. As their
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popularity surged, so did the public scrutiny and the reality of being a rising

K-pop group, marked by escalating pressures and instances of cyberbullying.

The members wrestled with anxiety over their evolving identities, striving to

maintain their sense of self amid the chaos.

Musically, BTS’s first two eras, encapsulated in "THE MOST BEAUTIFUL

MOMENT IN LIFE" series, were critical for their growth. During this time,

each member sought to find their own voice through solo tracks, reflecting

personal struggles and emotions that resonated deeply with their listeners. 

The chapter vividly illustrates the significant role of ARMY in BTS’s

journey, serving as a wellspring of motivation and support. This unique

relationship provided solace during challenging moments, reinforcing the

mutual respect between the artists and their fans.

A pivotal moment comes in early 2018 when BTS faced a near-breakup

crisis, underscoring the importance of teamwork in overcoming doubts and

fears. Their heartfelt songs, such as “I NEED U” and “FAKE LOVE,”

encapsulated the essence of their struggles, establishing a deeper connection

with their audience.

As they continued to evolve artistically, members like Jung Kook and Jimin

experienced breakthroughs, learning to authentically express themselves

through music and performance. Tracks from the "WINGS" album,
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particularly “RUN” and “Blood Sweat & Tears,” symbolize this artistic

maturation and their desire for emotional depth in their work.

The chapter culminates in significant performances at prestigious award

ceremonies, marking BTS's recognition as artistic icons. Emotional

reflections from the members reveal their profound growth, the essence of

their shared struggles, and the overwhelming surge in their popularity.

In conclusion, Chapter 3 of "Beyond the Story" encapsulates BTS's

multifaceted journey, revealing the interplay of love, hate, and the

unwavering support of ARMY. Their emotional experiences, vividly

articulated through their music, reflect their resilience and adaptation in

facing both internal and external challenges.
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Chapter 4: Inside Out

Chapter 4 Summary: Inside Out

Overview  

In Chapter 4 of "Beyond the Story" by Myeongseok Kang, the narrative

explores BTS's transformative journey from humble trainees to global

superstars. It highlights their struggles, self-discovery, and the invaluable

connection with their fandom, ARMY, against the backdrop of a competitive

entertainment industry.

The Trainee Experience  

The chapter begins with Jung Hoseok (j-hope) and Min Yoongi (SUGA)

reflecting on their early days as trainees at Big Hit Entertainment. j-hope

faced the daunting challenge of adjusting to life in bustling Seoul, while

SUGA recounted the difficulties he experienced in Daegu before migrating

to the capital in pursuit of musical aspirations. Their dormitory life is

depicted vividly, showcasing j-hope's shock at the initial chaos of their

living conditions and illustrating the blend of camaraderie and competition

that permeated their training as they honed their skills in hip-hop and dance.
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Challenges and Aspirations  

As the narrative unfolds, it emphasizes the sacrifices and anxieties inherent

in the idol training system. BTS’s dedication to auditioning and refining

their talents underscores the emotional toll of their pursuit. This section

grapples with their dual identity as artists striving for authenticity while

fulfilling commercial expectations, as members articulate their longing to

create meaningful music.

Identity and Growth  

Themes of self-discovery emerge as each member confronts personal fears

and aspirations. j-hope immerses himself in hip-hop culture while SUGA

seeks to integrate his personal roots into his artistry. This introspection

highlights the struggle between their individuality and public personas,

revealing how their past experiences shaped their current trajectories.

The Role of Fans  

The chapter emphasizes the profound impact of ARMY on BTS's journey.

Members express heartfelt gratitude for the unwavering support, noting the

shift from a small group of fans to a vast, global community. BTS’s

commitment to social issues and charitable initiatives further illustrates their

evolution and sense of responsibility as influential public figures.
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A Shift in Dynamics  

As the group soared to unprecedented fame, they encountered intensified

scrutiny, cyberbullying, and outside pressure to maintain their success.

These challenges deepened their internal struggles and created tension

within the group. Each member's personal accounts reveal unique challenges

and contributions to the group's dynamic, highlighting their collective

ambition to thrive amidst adversity.

Artistry and Expression  

The chapter also delves into the creation of BTS's early albums, emphasizing

their dedication to genuine self-expression. Their music served as an outlet

for sharing their struggles and dreams, fostering a deep connection with

listeners. This period of transformation marked a pivotal evolution in both

their sound and the K-pop genre, characterized by greater lyrical depth and

emotional resonance.

Conclusion  

In summary, Chapter 4 encapsulates the essence of BTS’s journey through

collective hardships, personal growth, and the deep bonds formed with

ARMY. The challenges faced during their trainee days not only shaped their
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artistic identity but also solidified their connection with their fans, paving

the way for their eventual ascent in the global music landscape.
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Chapter 5 Summary: A Flight That Never Lands

Chapter 5: A Flight That Never Lands

This chapter traces the remarkable journey of BTS as they navigated the

complexities of fame, identity, and artistic expression, ultimately

establishing themselves as a global sensation. It highlights both their

struggles and triumphs, detailing key milestones from their inception to their

current status while emphasizing the invaluable connection with their

fanbase, ARMY.

In the beginning, BTS's move to Seoul brought significant challenges.

Members like j-hope and SUGA faced feelings of fear and isolation as they

adjusted to their new environment. J-hope's arrival at Big Hit's dormitory

was particularly illuminating; his humorous yet shocking encounter with

disorganized fellow trainees reflected the often harsh realities of idol

training, which was a stark contrast to the polished image of K-pop stars.

Under the leadership of Bang Si-Hyuk, Big Hit Entertainment sought to

carve a niche for a new boy band in the competitive K-pop landscape.

Though a smaller agency, Big Hit created a nurturing atmosphere that

allowed members like SUGA and j-hope to flourish amidst the intense

competition. However, as fame grew, BTS confronted internal challenges,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


including performance pressures and contract negotiations, leading to

personal struggles that were often captured in their music. Songs like

"Spring Day" delved into darker themes, mirroring their own experiences of

uncertainty and emotional turmoil.

The group began to transition their musical focus from personal hardships to

wider themes such as love and connection, especially visible in their "LOVE

YOURSELF" series. This shift not only broadened their artistic expression

but also introduced elements of hip-hop, resulting in various high-profile

collaborations and a surge in international recognition.

A pivotal aspect of BTS's journey was the relationship with ARMY, which

flourished alongside the group's ascent. This mutual support created a strong

bond, allowing BTS to thrive and their fans to feel understood. Their

message of authenticity and emotional honesty resonated globally, leading to

historic achievements, including multiple international awards and

record-breaking chart performances.

However, their rise was not without difficulties. BTS faced cyberbullying

and societal pressures, adding complexity to their narrative. Despite external

negativity, the group focused on delivering powerful performances,

highlighted by their notable appearance at the Billboard Music Awards,

which solidified their status in the industry.
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As the chapter concludes, BTS reflects on their accomplishments and the

significance of remaining grounded amidst their soaring fame. They have

succeeded in forging a distinct identity that fuses their cultural roots with

global influences, transforming the concept of what it means to be a K-pop

idol. Their story encapsulates resilience, artistry, and an enduring connection

with fans, marking a pivotal evolution in the K-pop arena.

Ultimately, BTS represents more than just a musical phenomenon; their

narrative addresses larger themes of youth, identity, and the universal

experience of overcoming life's challenges. They not only reshape the idol

narrative but also set precedents for future artists in the modern music

industry. With each step, BTS continues to push boundaries, solidifying

their legacy and influence within and beyond the world of K-pop.
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Chapter 6 Summary: The World of BTS

Chapter 6 Summary: The World of BTS

Introduction to BTS's Journey  

In this chapter, we explore the remarkable journey of BTS, a South Korean

boy band that transformed from aspiring trainees into global superstars. It

highlights their struggles, the formation of their tight-knit group, interactions

with their passionate fanbase known as ARMY, and the evolution of their

musical identity.

The Trainee Days  

The narrative opens by chronicling the early struggles faced by members

SUGA and j-hope, who moved from their hometowns to the competitive

environment of Seoul. They navigated the harsh realities of trainee life at

Big Hit Entertainment, dealing with limited accommodations, intense

training schedules, and the pressure to succeed. Their experiences reflect a

common reality for many K-pop idols: the sacrifices made in pursuit of their

dreams.

Building Relationships  
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As they trained, the BTS members formed deep friendships that became

essential in managing the stress and expectations of the idol industry. Living

together in a dormitory fostered camaraderie and personal growth,

solidifying their bonds and igniting a shared vision for their future. This

strong support system would later inform their music and enhance their

collective identity.

BTS's Debut  

The chapter then transitions to BTS’s debut with their first album, which

faced initial skepticism regarding their name and musical style. Despite their

dedication, early performances received mixed reviews, and they

encountered the daunting challenge of standing out in an industry dominated

by established entertainment giants. 

Challenges post-Debut  

Post-debut, the pressures mounted as BTS rose to fame amid cyberbullying

and harsh criticism. The emotional burden of balancing their authentic selves

with their public personas became increasingly difficult. They confronted

negative comments about their music and personal histories, prompting

introspection about their self-worth and artistic direction, common struggles

for many artists navigating fame.
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Rise to Prominence  

Gradually, BTS’s authentic storytelling resonated with a growing fanbase.

Through poignant lyrics and performances, they addressed issues faced by

young people, creating a profound connection with ARMY. Their

recognition soared, marked by notable awards and significant milestones,

including historic performances at the Billboard Music Awards, solidifying

their status on the global stage.

Concepts and Themes in Music  

BTS’s works, particularly the LOVE YOURSELF series, delve into themes

of love, self-acceptance, and youth struggles. These albums allowed the

group to explore a spectrum of emotions, merging uplifting messages with

reflections on darker realities. This thematic depth distinguishes their music

and enhances their relatability.

The Importance of Fans  

ARMY’s steadfast support played a pivotal role in BTS’s journey,

emphasizing the vital connection between the group and their fans. The

chapter illustrates how BTS has actively engaged with their fanbase,

participating in charitable efforts and candid discussions about mental
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health, thus reinforcing the symbiotic relationship they share.

Conclusion  

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates BTS's evolution from trainees to global

icons, showcasing their journey of embracing individuality while navigating

the complexities of fame. Their story exemplifies the power of perseverance,

the importance of community, and the profound impact of music as a vehicle

for expressing both personal and collective experiences.
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Chapter 7 Summary: We Are

Chapter 7: We Are Notes

Introduction to the Chapter  

Chapter 7 of "Beyond the Story" delves into the early days and evolution of

BTS, detailing their journey from aspiring trainees to a recognized global

phenomenon. It highlights their struggles, growth, and determination as they

forged their identities within the highly competitive K-pop industry.

The Journey Begins  

Seoul serves as a pivotal backdrop for many young artists, with the

Cheonggu Building symbolizing BTS's beginning. Members j-hope and

SUGA reflect on their daunting first days at Big Hit Entertainment, sharing

personal accounts of the challenges they faced while adapting to city life and

vying for success in an incredibly fierce environment.

Trainee Dorm Life  

Within the trainee dorm, the members cultivated deep bonds and

camaraderie through shared aspirations and hardships. j-hope recalls his
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initial bewilderment upon entering this new world, while SUGA opens up

about his challenging and isolating experiences in Daegu, chasing a music

career before moving to Seoul. The close quarters of the dorm not only

facilitated rigorous training but also laid the groundwork for their collective

identity.

Formation of Identity  

As they trained together, the members learned from one another, immersing

themselves in hip-hop culture and refining their musical styles. The blend of

their diverse backgrounds and talents propelled their growth as a team,

allowing each member to flourish both as an individual and as part of a

collective.

The Costs of Success  

With their rising fame came heightened expectations and pressures. The

chapter explores the anxieties surrounding contract renewals and the

emotional strain that success brought to individuals within the group.

Members candidly share their fears about fitting into the spotlight and the

ongoing battle with self-esteem.

The Catalyst of Creativity  

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


The lead-up to their first significant hit, particularly the album "WINGS,"

marked a turning point for their artistic expression. As members began

composing and writing their own material, they developed a unique sound

characterized by personal narratives and vibrant performances. Tracks like "I

NEED U" and "Dope" embodied their dedication and passion, connecting

deeply with fans.

Coping with Fame  

As BTS's popularity skyrocketed, the accompanying scrutiny intensified.

The members faced cyberbullying and public criticism, which added to their

existing pressures. Nevertheless, their relationship with fans, affectionately

known as ARMY, became a source of resilience and unity during

challenging times.

Conclusion and New Chapters  

Charting their journey from trainees to international superstars, the

experiences of BTS underscore the evolution of their artistry and personal

growth. Through music, they navigate their identities and deepen their

connection with ARMY, solidifying the bond that fuels their collective

journey. 

Ultimately, Chapter 7 captures the essence of BTS's transformation from
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uncertain trainees to a distinguished group with a strong identity, setting the

stage for their future successes on the global stage.
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