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About the book

In "Blood and Thunder," author Hampton Sides intricately weaves a tale set

in 1846, highlighting the transformative and often tumultuous period of

westward expansion in America. Central to this narrative is the revered

Navajo chief Narbona, who witnesses the daunting arrival of the “Army of

the West” in Santa Fe. This formidable military force embodies the ideology

of Manifest Destiny, a belief that the expansion of the United States across

the continent is both justified and inevitable.

As the U.S. army advances, the Navajo people, known for their deep cultural

heritage and connection to their ancestral lands, stand defiantly against the

impending threat. The story explores the complex emotions of shame and

glory that accompany both the soldiers and the Indigenous people, painting a

vivid picture of the struggle for identity and survival amid relentless external

pressures. Through Narbona’s perspective, Sides captures the valor of the

Navajo as they fiercely defend their homeland, emphasizing their resilience

in the face of disastrous change.

The narrative not only recounts significant historical events but also delves

into the profound impact these events had on Native American populations,

illustrating their enduring fight to preserve their culture and autonomy

against the backdrop of expanding American ideals. In this way, Sides

enables readers to grasp the gravity of this pivotal chapter in American
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history, evoking a sense of empathy and understanding for those whose lives

were irreversibly altered during this period of transformation.
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About the author

Hampton Sides, a distinguished American author and historian known for

his engaging narrative style, has a talent for blending intricate historical

detail with compelling storytelling. Born in 1970 and rooted in journalism,

Sides has produced remarkable works such as "Ghost Soldiers" and "Blood

and Thunder," showcasing his ability to delve into American history's

dramatic moments. His writing features thorough research and vivid prose,

which not only captivates but also enriches readers' understanding of past

events.

In his chapters, Sides explores themes of bravery, conflict, and the pursuit of

understanding within the broader tapestry of American history. He

introduces various figures and events with an eye attuned to the dramatic

undercurrents that drive historical narratives. Often set against the backdrop

of the American West, Sides examines the personal stories intertwined with

larger historical movements, unveiling how individual experiences reflect

broader societal changes. 

Whether detailing the heroism of those involved in significant military

campaigns or the struggles of everyday people navigating tumultuous times,

Sides effectively humanizes history. By grounding his exploration in

meticulous research, he provides readers with not only an engaging narrative

but also a profound understanding of the complexities that shaped America's
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past. This clarity and depth render Sides a pivotal figure in contemporary

historical literature, making his insights invaluable for understanding the

intricacies of American history. 

In summary, the chapters authored by Hampton Sides invite readers to

journey through time, witnessing the vivid interplay of characters and events

that define the American experience, thereby enriching their comprehension

of the nation's intricate historical landscape.
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Chapter 1 Summary: JUMPING OFF

Chapter 1: JUMPING OFF

Introduction to Christopher Carson

Chapter 1 introduces Christopher Carson, better known as Kit Carson, an

iconic figure in the 19th-century American West. By the age of thirty-six,

Carson had lived a life filled with adventure as a fur trapper, scout, and

explorer across diverse terrains, including the Rocky Mountains and the

Great Plains. His experiences not only brought him face-to-face with notable

Native American tribes but also with key historical figures, framing the

vivid yet harsh reality of the era’s westward expansion.

Physical Description and Character

Despite his unassuming stature—standing only five feet four inches with

stringy hair—Carson's rugged exterior concealed a deeply adventurous

spirit. His peculiar habits, such as never taking a second shot at a target and

sleeping with his firearms at the ready, reflect the perilous life he led.

Known for his loyalty, kindness, and a wry sense of humor, Carson

embodied the contradictions of a man touched by the brutality of his times,

often navigating the thin line between camaraderie and conflict.
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Personal Life

Carson’s personal life includes his marriage to Josefa Jaramillo, a younger

Hispanic woman. His conversion to Catholicism for her family's sake

illustrates his commitment to her and the cultural complexities of their

relationship. As he embraced this more grounded life, he maintained a

humble demeanor, contrasting sharply with the more flamboyant mountain

men surrounding him. 

Conflict and Complexity

However, Carson’s narrative is not without its darker elements. Known for

his bravery, he was also involved in violent encounters, particularly with

Native Americans, reflecting the aggression prevalent during westward

expansion. Despite his history of conflict—having taken many Native

American lives—he also formed friendships, lived among them, and had

familial ties with some tribes, creating a complex portrait of his character.

Background and Early Life

Born in 1809 in Kentucky, Carson’s childhood was fraught with hardship.

The death of his father forced him to leave school early, compelling him to

adapt quickly to life on the frontier. He developed crucial survival skills and
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harbored a mix of fear and admiration for Native Americans, navigating a

world rife with both friendly interactions and violent skirmishes.

Journey Westward

At the age of sixteen, disillusioned by an apprenticeship, Carson joined a

merchant caravan bound for Santa Fe—this pivotal decision marked his

‘jumping off’ point into exploration and adventure. Carson quickly

acclimated to the rugged lifestyle of the west, gaining knowledge in

trapping, trading, and the often unforgiving realities of frontier life.

Adventures as a Trapper

Proving to be exceptionally gifted, Carson flourished in the trapping

business. His first major expedition into Mexican territory, though illicit,

was instrumental in establishing his reputation. These early experiences

honed his survival skills and solidified his position within the competitive

world of fur trading.

Confrontation with the Apache

The chapter culminates with Carson's first significant engagement in battle

at the age of nineteen, where he killed an Apache warrior. This moment

represents a turning point in his early career, marking the beginning of a life
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intertwined with both conflict and the broader struggles of the American

frontier.

Through this opening chapter, Carson emerges as a multifaceted individual,

shaped by the trials of his environment and the complex, often brutal

realities of the American West. His story sets the stage for further

exploration of the challenges and adventures that await him as he continues

his journey into uncharted territories.
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Chapter 2 Summary: THE GLITTERING WORLD

Chapter 2: The Glittering World

In the backdrop of New Mexico, the settlers faced a constant threat from

Navajo raiders, fostering an environment fraught with tension and anxiety.

Families lived in perpetual fear of attacks, with many having lost loved ones

to these incursions, which bred animosity towards the Navajo people.

Historically, the Navajos have been recognized as one of the most

formidable tribes, executing raids that even forced the Spanish colonial

settlement of San Gabriel to relocate during the 17th century. Despite

attempts to pacify them through Christianization and military intervention,

their reputation as fierce warriors remained deeply entrenched in the

collective memory of the settlers.

This characterization is further complicated by the Navajo people’s cultural

beliefs. Contrary to their aggressive reputation, the Navajos held a profound

aversion to death, which shaped their burial practices and fostered a societal

hesitation toward large-scale warfare. Their fear of death, intertwined with

beliefs in supernatural entities such as "skinwalkers"—mythical beings

capable of transforming into animals—created a complex relationship with

violence and conflict.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Navajo warfare usually consisted of small-scale raids, often driven by young

men seeking adventure and honor. These raids were not impulsive acts of

aggression; rather, they were carefully strategized endeavors accompanied

by rituals intended to cleanse and empower the warriors' spirits. The raids

primarily targeted livestock and captives, essential resources for their

survival and prosperity.

Central to the Navajo economy was sheep herding, supported by the

introduction of churro sheep and horses, which played pivotal roles in their

pastoral lifestyle. This practice, characterized by transhumance—the

seasonal migration of livestock—was integral to their society and cultural

identity. The evolution of sheep herding not only fortified their economic

framework but also underscored their connection to the land.

The Navajos emerged from diverse migrations, synthesizing elements from

various cultures they encountered throughout the Southwest. Their creation

stories reflect themes of wandering and resilience, symbolizing their

adaptability and deep-rooted connection to the land they inhabit. This rich

cultural tapestry is expressed through a philosophy that values imperfection

as a route to creativity and growth, evident in their textiles and art, including

the practices involved in raiding.

In conclusion, the narrative of the Navajo people is one marked by both

conflict and resilience. They embody a dynamic culture that adeptly
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integrates various influences while maintaining a distinct identity. Their

history is characterized not only by their interactions with settlers but also by

a profound relationship with their environment and community,

underscoring their ongoing journey of adaptation and survival.
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Chapter 3 Summary: THE ARMY OF THE WEST

### Chapter 3: The Army of the West

Chapter 3 focuses on the formation and journey of the Army of the West

during the Mexican-American War, highlighting the valor and camaraderie

of everyday men who answered a national call.

Overview of the Volunteers  

In May 1846, amidst the fervor of expansionist sentiment catalyzed by

President Polk’s assertion of Manifest Destiny, over sixteen hundred

volunteers from central Missouri rallied to form the Army of the West.

Drawing from the ranks of farmers, apprentices, and clergymen's children,

these men left their families and livelihoods to gather at Fort Leavenworth,

spurred by a mix of patriotic duty and the allure of adventure.

Training and Leadership  

Under the leadership of Colonel Stephen Watts Kearney, a seasoned frontier

officer with a wealth of experience in dealing with Native American

populations, the recruits received essential military training from the U.S.

Dragoons. Initially seen as inexperienced, they quickly transformed into a
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cohesive and disciplined fighting force. As their departure loomed,

emotional farewells filled the air, with women presenting flags meant to

symbolize honor and courage in the face of battle.

March to New Mexico  

The Army embarked on their arduous journey in June, marching along the

famed Santa Fe Trail. The expedition spanned nearly eight hundred miles,

challenging the men with harsh terrain, logistical constraints, and the

relentless conditions of the Great Plains. As they progressed deeper into

uncharted territory, feelings of isolation permeated their experience, severing

ties with the comforts of civilization.

Stephen Watts Kearney: A Leader's Profile  

With a reputation for discipline and pragmatic leadership, Kearney’s

extensive experience made him well-suited for the challenges ahead. His

previous military engagements not only showcased his tactical prowess but

also his ability to navigate the complex relationships with Indigenous tribes,

which was crucial for sustaining order in the region. Kearny’s leadership

style earned him the respect of his troops, fostering loyalty and camaraderie

amid the uncertainties of war.

Historical Context  
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The chapter enriches our understanding of the mid-19th century, revealing

the broader context of American territorial expansion and the often fraught

relationship between settlers and Native American tribes. Kearney's efforts

to mediate conflicts among diverse tribes illustrate the complexities of

frontier policies during this era, breaking away from a simplistic view of

westward expansion as merely a quest for land.

Conclusion  

Ultimately, Kearney’s strategic insight and compassionate command played

a pivotal role in the campaign’s success. His dedication to the welfare of his

men and their animals, along with his diplomatic approach to frontier

challenges, positioned him as a significant military figure in America’s

relentless push westward, shaping the history and future of the region.
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Chapter 4: SINGING GRASS

Chapter 4: Singing Grass

In the summer of 1835, Kit Carson found himself at a mountain man

rendezvous near the Green River in Wyoming, a gathering spot that

showcased the rugged life of trappers and traders. Here, Carson mingled

with various Native American tribes, notably the Arapaho, where he was

drawn to a young woman named Singing Grass. This attraction incited

rivalry, particularly with Joseph Chouinard, a French-Canadian trapper who

also sought her affection.

Tensions peaked when Singing Grass chose Carson as her partner for a

ceremonial dance, igniting a clash between the two men. Chouinard, under

the influence of alcohol, confronted Carson, leading to a violent duel that

forced them to face each other at point-blank range. Carson emerged from

this encounter with a minor facial injury, while Chouinard sustained a severe

hand injury, marking the duel as a significant yet unusual event in Carson's

life.

Following the confrontation, Carson's interest in Singing Grass deepened,

culminating in a traditional Arapaho marriage ceremony. While details about

their life together are limited, it is evident that Carson cherished both
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Singing Grass and their family. However, economic hardships hit hard

during the Panic of 1837, exacerbated by a devastating smallpox epidemic

that struck local tribes. Despite their struggles, Carson and Singing Grass

welcomed two daughters, one named Adaline.

Tragedy struck when Singing Grass died following childbirth, leaving

Carson to raise their children alone, a burden that weighed heavily on him.

Seeking work, he frequently visited Bent's Fort. Although he remarried a

Cheyenne woman named Making-Out-Road, that union was fraught with

difficulties and ultimately short-lived.

As he navigated the challenges of single parenthood, Carson fell in love with

Josefa Jaramillo. Concerned for his daughter Adaline’s future, he prioritized

her education and decided to send her to Missouri to stay with relatives. To

better integrate Adaline into her new environment and family, he arranged

for her to adopt a more acceptable appearance.

Ultimately, Carson's life was marked by enduring challenges and changes,

yet he remained committed to his daughters and held a complex relationship

with his Native American heritage, which continued to shape his identity

and connections throughout his tumultuous journey.
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Chapter 5 Summary: BLUE BEAD MOUNTAIN

Chapter 5: BLUE BEAD MOUNTAIN

Overview of Narbona's Life and Heritage

Narbona, an esteemed Navajo elder born in 1766, lived in a tumultuous era

filled with warfare against tribes like the Utes and Comanches. Although

there were periods of peace, the ongoing conflicts deeply influenced the

Navajo way of life, embedding a sense of strife into their cultural narrative.

By 1846, as he approached his eightieth year, Narbona began to discern an

ominous new threat sweeping across the plains that left him perplexed and

alarmed.

Narbona's Early Years

Raised in the Chuska Valley, Narbona's early identity remained ambiguous,

characteristic of Navajo tradition, which delays naming until a child's first

laugh—a milestone indicating their readiness to engage with society.

Growing up in a matriarchal household, he absorbed the Navajo language

and cultural values from his female relatives. His training for a warrior's life
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began at six, setting the stage for a path defined by strength and resilience.

Transition to Warrior Culture

As Narbona grew older, he immersed himself in traditional games and

outdoor pursuits that sharpened his skills in hunting and horsemanship. At

the age of twelve, he was gifted his first bow, which catalyzed his

adventurous spirit and hunting endeavors. His formative experiences

unfolded against the backdrop of significant natural landmarks, notably Blue

Bead Mountain, a site imbued with cultural and spiritual meaning for the

Navajo people.

Significance of Blue Bead Mountain

Blue Bead Mountain is one of the four sacred mountains in Navajo

cosmology, each representing a cardinal direction and home to different

deities. These mountains not only anchor spiritual beliefs but also symbolize

the profound connection the Navajo have with their land and cultural

identity.

Navajo Philosophy and Cultural Framework
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Central to Navajo life is a dualistic worldview that emphasizes balance and

harmony. This philosophy categorizes elements of nature and culture into

male and female domains, influencing social behaviors and community

rituals. Such an understanding shapes every aspect of Navajo existence,

reaffirming the community's ties to their heritage.

Ongoing Conflicts with the Utes

Narbona's upbringing was fraught with tensions, particularly due to the

proximity of the Ute tribe. The threat posed by Ute raids, which often led to

kidnappings and violence, deeply impacted young Narbona and fueled his

resolve for revenge. Over time, he emerged as a formidable warrior, driven

by a fierce desire to protect his people.

Marriage and Family Life

In his twenties, Narbona married Bikay-djohl and integrated into her clan, a

common practice among the Navajo as a means of strengthening familial

ties. He later took a second wife, further solidifying his familial network.

Narbona's leadership qualities shone as he gathered young warriors,

effectively establishing a small, yet capable, fighting force.
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Conflict over Cebolleta Village

Tensions escalated significantly when the Spanish colonizers established

Cebolleta village on the slopes of Blue Bead Mountain. This encroachment

provoked a series of relentless Navajo attacks, with Narbona at the forefront,

showcasing his military acumen in defending his people's territory, even in

the face of Spanish reinforcements.

Conclusion

Narbona’s life embodies the resilience and struggles of the Navajo people as

they navigated adversity, conflict, and cultural integrity. His journey paints a

vivid picture of historical struggles intertwined with a deep connection to

sacred landscapes, highlighting the enduring spirit and identity of his

community.
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Chapter 6 Summary: WHO IS JAMES K. POLK?

Chapter 6: Who is James K. Polk?

This chapter delves into the defining military mission led by General

Stephen W. Kearny to invade Mexico and lay claim to significant territories

that would eventually expand the United States from New Mexico to

California. This effort was part of President James K. Polk's broader

objective of territorial expansion, influenced by a widespread belief in

"Manifest Destiny"—the idea that Americans were destined to expand their

governance and ideals across the continent.

The backdrop of the war with Mexico involves historical complexities,

particularly regarding Texas. After the U.S. annexed Texas in 1845 without

Mexico's acknowledgment, tensions soared. Polk attempted to

diplomatically acquire Texas and California, but his efforts fell flat. He

strategically orchestrated provocations, ultimately leading to Congress

declaring war following clashes in disputed regions.

James K. Polk, the eleventh president of the United States and a figure

defined by his unwavering determination and somewhat misanthropic

disposition, emerged as a pivotal player during this era. Despite suffering

from various health issues, Polk possessed a relentless drive that fueled his
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aspiration to achieve his expansionist agenda within a single presidential

term, succeeding even as his presidency was marked by intense scrutiny.

Polk's administration was characterized by ambitious territorial gains and

efficient reforms, even as his methods attracted criticism for their perceived

ruthlessness. Critics of the war raised numerous concerns, particularly

regarding the potential expansion of slavery, racial tensions stemming from

encounters with Mexico—a predominantly Catholic nation—and moral

dilemmas surrounding the conflict. Notable figures like Ralph Waldo

Emerson foresaw detrimental consequences for the United States due to the

war.

Economically, Polk and his supporters argued that controlling territories like

New Mexico was vital for establishing transcontinental trade routes and

accessing Asian markets. Missouri emerged as a strategic launching point

for westward expansion, with the influential Senator Thomas Hart Benton

rallying support for this vision.

Benton viewed westward expansion not merely as a means to spread slavery

but as an opportunity to secure vital trade routes before European powers

could stake their claims. He perceived Great Britain as a significant barrier

to American expansionism, particularly regarding California's promising

trade potential. Benton's advocacy for a proactive approach to territorial

claims set the stage for Kearny's historic mission, seen as essential for
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securing America’s foothold in these lucrative regions. Through Polk's

resolve and Benton's vision, the chapter encapsulates the fervent quest for

expansion that drove the nation during this tumultuous period.
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Chapter 7 Summary: WHAT A WILD LIFE!

Chapter 7: WHAT A WILD LIFE!

The chapter opens with the character of Kit Carson, a man renowned for his

decisive actions and instinctual responses to challenges. Unlike many of his

contemporaries, Carson was a man of few words, often embodying the

phrase "done so" to signify his swift accomplishments. Yet beneath his

rugged exterior lay a struggle with illiteracy and a sense of inferiority,

particularly in the company of more educated individuals. This insecurity

drove him to seek mentorship and alignment with intellectuals, notably John

Charles Fremont, an explorer with a magnetic personality but questionable

ethics.

Fremont, though lacking formal education, was a self-made man armed with

ambition and rudimentary knowledge, often employing his connections to

further his expeditions. His marriage to Jessie Benton, the daughter of

Senator Tom Benton, provided him with significant political support,

boosting his aspirations and facilitating his exploratory endeavors. 

In 1842, Fremont launched his first expedition aimed at charting a safer

route for the Oregon Trail, a crucial pathway for those seeking new

opportunities in the West. The trail was notorious for its treacherous
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conditions and poor mapping, which spurred a need for comprehensive

navigation guides for settlers. In St. Louis, Fremont sought the expertise of

Carson, who was quickly hired due to his esteemed reputation among the

mountain men and frontiersmen.

The expedition commenced with a crew of twenty-five men and, over the

course of five months, successfully navigated the landscape without

encountering major conflicts or hardships. Carson’s skills as a guide proved

invaluable, while Fremont showcased his resourcefulness and leadership.

Their successful journey culminated in a widely publicized report, *A

Report on an Exploration of the Country Lying between the Missouri River

and the Rocky Mountains on the Line of the Kansas and Great Platte

Rivers*, which captured public interest and fueled a significant wave of

migration to Oregon.

As a result of this expedition, Fremont achieved fame and recognition as a

leading explorer of the era, opening doors for future explorations. His

reliance on Carson for subsequent ventures further solidified their

partnership, intertwining their fates in the unfolding narrative of westward

expansion and adventure. This chapter effectively weaves together the

personal dynamics between Carson and Fremont with the larger historical

context of 19th-century exploration, painting a vivid picture of the wild and

transformative times they navigated.
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Chapter 8: THE RULING HAND OF PROVIDENCE

Chapter 8: The Ruling Hand of Providence

Marching Westward  

Kearny’s Army of the West steadily advanced through the unyielding terrain

of the plains, where they faced numerous challenges, including deceptive

optical illusions that created the mirage of false ponds, tricking soldiers and

impacting their morale. Accompanied by the sights of wildlife, including

swift pronghorn antelope and industrious prairie dogs, the troops navigated

ground riddled with deep holes that echoed beneath their feet, illustrating the

harsh realities of their journey.

Kearny’s Leadership  

Throughout June of 1846, the relentless pace of Kearny's march averaged

twenty-two miles per day. His determination to find adequate food supplies

and to intercept the migrating buffalo herds earned him a reputation marked

by mixed sentiments—while many respected his leadership and tenacity,

others resented the toll it took on their strength and spirits.

Food Scarcity and Foraging  
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As their journey extended, the soldiers faced dwindling rations, leading to a

grim reality of half rations. To supplement their meals, they began foraging

wild fruits and hunting local game. A brief respite from hardship came on

July 4, when they celebrated Independence Day, momentarily lifting their

spirits amidst harsh conditions.

Wildlife Encounters  

Throughout their trek, the shadow of predatory wildlife, particularly ravens,

loomed as they followed the army in search of carrion. The logistical aspects

of their journey were managed by a diverse group of support personnel who

facilitated preparations for creek crossings and tackled the wear and tear on

the wagon axles, essential for keeping the march moving.

A Vast Buffalo Herd  

On July 8, the army reached Pawnee Rock, where the troops were met with a

magnificent sight—a vast herd of buffalo. This encounter proved pivotal, as

the men successfully hunted the buffalo, providing much-needed

nourishment and allowing for shared meals that reinforced camaraderie

among the soldiers.

Life at Bent’s Fort  
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Arriving at Bent’s Fort, a key trading outpost that served as a brief haven,

the soldiers found certain comforts amid the grind of their expedition.

However, misfortunes persisted, including a chaotic stampede that resulted

in the loss of numerous horses, highlighting the unpredictable nature of their

journey.

Illness and Misfortune  

Inside the fort, Susan Magoffin found herself recovering from illness,

wrestling with her own pain and turmoil. Concurrently, significant military

discussions unfolded around her as General Kearny strategized and prepared

his troops for the next phase of their campaign.

Reflections on War  

Amidst her suffering, Susan faced profound challenges and ultimately

endured a miscarriage, prompting deep contemplations on human suffering

and the grim realities of war. Despite these personal trials, the Army of the

West stood poised to march into Mexico, marking a consequential shift in

their campaign towards Santa Fe and the complex future that awaited them.
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Chapter 9 Summary: THE PATHFINDER

Chapter 9: The Pathfinder

Fremont's Second Expedition (1843)  

John C. Fremont embarked on a groundbreaking expedition to Oregon in

1843, a journey marked by ambition and discovery. This expedition

significantly outperformed his first, as it unveiled the Great Basin’s vastness

and illuminated the fact that the waters of the Great Salt Lake were not

connected to the Pacific Ocean as previously presumed. Adept at mapping

territories, Fremont charted the Columbia River and bravely ventured into

Alta California, even amidst apprehensions about the potential political

ramifications of his actions.

The Quest for the Buenaventura River  

A central objective of Fremont’s expedition was to locate the fabled

Buenaventura River, a mythical waterway thought to connect the Great

Lakes to the Pacific. The journey through the treacherous Sierra Nevada was

fraught with hardship; harsh weather and scarce resources tested his party's

resolve. Ultimately, however, the expedition debunked the river’s existence,

paralleling their earlier findings related to myths surrounding the Great Salt
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Lake.

Challenges and Escapes  

The expedition was not without peril. It experienced various setbacks,

including the tragic death of a party member and confrontations with

Mexican officials, culminating in their retreat into Nevada. Yet, under the

expert guidance of the famed frontiersman Kit Carson, the group navigated

these challenges, acquiring crucial survival skills that would serve them well

during their arduous journey.

Return and Reception  

Fremont returned to Washington, D.C., in August 1844, where his detailed

expedition report garnered significant attention, earning him both accolades

and the nickname “The Pathfinder.” His explorations sparked a massive

westward migration, inspiring diverse groups, including the Mormons, to

settle in Utah, thereby altering the region's demographic landscape.

The Legendary Kit Carson  

Carson emerged as a pivotal figure during the expedition, his survival skills

and navigational acumen proving indispensable. While Fremont garnered

much of the public praise, it was Carson’s expertise that truly guided the
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expedition. Fremont’s writings elevated Carson to a hero status, enhancing

his reputation and creating a lasting legacy.

Chivalry in the Mojave Desert  

A defining event during the expedition took place in the Mojave Desert.

Carson and fellow expedition member Godey displayed exceptional bravery

when they rescued a Mexican man and boy from aggressive Indian attackers.

This act not only showcased their courage but also reinforced Carson’s

heroic image, despite the underlying territorial tensions that complicated

their journey.

Enduring Loyalty  

As the expedition progressed, the bond between Fremont and Carson grew

deeper. Carson appreciated Fremont’s unwavering support in trying times,

fostering a sense of loyalty and gratitude. This partnership proved mutually

beneficial as Carson was later selected to guide Fremont on subsequent

explorations, showcasing a powerful alliance that would leave a lasting

impact on their respective careers and the expansion of American frontiers.
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Chapter 10 Summary: WHEN THE LAND IS SICK

Chapter 10: WHEN THE LAND IS SICK

Narbona's Campaign Against the Spanish  

In 1818, at the age of fifty-two, Narbona, a prominent leader of the Navajo

Nation, orchestrated a decisive campaign against the Spanish colonial forces

from the Navajo stronghold known as Yoo Tsoh. With many Spanish

soldiers preoccupied in other conflicts, Narbona seized the opportunity to

attack, plundering ranches and overpowering the remaining defenses. This

successful campaign culminated in a treaty in 1819, which, while

acknowledging the grievances of the Navajo and defining tribal boundaries,

imposed strict conditions: an end to raiding and the abandonment of forced

Catholic conversion.

Impact of Drought on the Navajo  

Unfortunately, the same year also marked the onset of a severe drought in

the Southwest, devastating the resources in the Chuska Valley, where

Narbona’s people thrived. The dry conditions rendered the land inhospitable,

compelling the Navajos to abandon their homeland in search of better

grazing grounds. This environmental catastrophe led to a pervasive sense of
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despair among the Navajo, prompting them to believe that they were cursed

and had angered their deities.

Struggles and Diplomacy  

In their search for sustenance, Narbona encountered several Hopi

communities, historically rivals of the Navajos. Rather than pursuing

conflict, Narbona employed his diplomatic skills to secure temporary refuge

for his people among the Hopi. This unexpected alliance fostered cultural

exchange and shared resources, significantly aiding his people's survival

during this period of exile. Narbona's ability to navigate these complex

relationships was crucial until conditions improved sufficiently for the

Navajo to return to the Chuska Valley.

Political Changes and Violence  

Upon their return, the Navajo found themselves in a dramatically altered

sociopolitical environment, with New Mexico now governed by Mexico

following its independence from Spain. Despite this political shift,

longstanding animosities simmered, and violence between Native Americans

and the Mexican settlers escalated dangerously. A tragic turning point

occurred when a delegation of Navajo leaders was ambushed and murdered

by Mexican forces, paving the way for the Navajo to seek retribution against

the settlers.
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Retaliation and Conflict  

Fueled by anger and a desire for vengeance after the massacre of their

leaders, the Navajo launched a violent campaign against the Mexican settlers

in 1822. This wave of retribution saw widespread attacks across New

Mexico, resulting in the destruction of communities and livestock. This

cycle of violence mirrored their earlier conflicts with Spanish colonizers,

reflecting the ongoing struggle of the Navajo to protect their people and land

amidst a shifting and hostile political landscape.
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Chapter 11 Summary: THE UN-ALAMO

Chapter 11: THE UN-ALAMO

In this pivotal chapter, John Fremont's motivations for exploration intertwine

with the burgeoning American ambitions for expansion during the 1840s, a

period marked by tension between the United States and Mexico over

territories, particularly California. Fremont, an explorer and politician,

embarked on his third expedition in 1845, spurred not only by scientific

curiosity but also by his connection to Senator Thomas Benton, who

championed the cause of westward expansion as part of Manifest Destiny—a

belief that the expansion of the United States across the American continents

was both justified and inevitable. This ambition aligned with President

Polk’s strategic interest in acquiring Alta California, highlighting the

political undercurrents guiding Fremont’s journey.

At this time, California was under loose Mexican control, grappling with

internal revolts and an influx of American settlers. Commodore Thomas

Catesby Jones had previously set a precedent for American claims by raising

the flag in Monterey, illustrating the already fragile nature of Mexican

authority in the region. Fremont, operating under the guise of a mapping

expedition, was driven by ulterior motives to establish a definitive American

presence in California. As his expedition progressed, he chose to abandon
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his initial logistical plans in favor of a more direct route into California,

exposing his party to challenging and perilous terrain.

Upon reaching the Sacramento Valley, Fremont galvanized the sentiments of

American settlers, fostering a spirit of nationalism amidst the disarray of

Mexican governance. This act culminated in a standoff as he located his

troops near Monterey, drawing the ire of Mexican officials who demanded

his withdrawal. In response, Fremont provocatively constructed a makeshift

fort and hoisted the American flag, escalating tensions and risking a violent

confrontation with Mexican forces.

The situation intensified further at Gavilan Peak, where the precariousness

of Fremont’s defiance became apparent. Realizing that his uncompromising

stance could lead to bloodshed, he ultimately decided to retreat, heading

back toward northern territory to reassess and regroup. This retreat coincided

with the arrival of Lieutenant Archibald Gillespie, who brought critical

intelligence from Washington, emphasizing the urgency of American

interests in California amidst the looming threat of war with Mexico.

As Fremont contemplated the escalating conflict, he recognized that his role

had evolved from an explorer to a de facto military officer with a vital

mission: to secure California for the United States. The chapter closes with

an acknowledgment of the strategic importance of California, as Fremont

grapples with the expanding responsibilities he faces in the push for
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American dominion in the region.
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Chapter 12: WE WILL CORRECT ALL THIS

Chapter 12: We Will Correct All This

General Kearny’s Arrival in Las Vegas  

On August 14, 1846, General Stephen W. Kearny and the Army of the West

arrived in Las Vegas following a Navajo raid. The local villagers, a mix of

curiosity and apprehension, watched from a distance as Kearny stood atop a

roof with the alcaldes (local leaders) to address the crowd. His visit marked a

significant moment as the U.S. sought to assert its authority over the region.

Proclamation of Intentions  

Kearny declared the U.S. intentions to take possession of New Mexico,

positioning American troops as guardians rather than conquerors. He

promised protection against the Navajo raiders, who had long threatened the

residents, and emphasized that the villagers were no longer bound to pledge

their loyalty to the Mexican government, which had often left them

vulnerable.

Skepticism Among Villagers  
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Despite Kearny's pledges, skepticism lingered among the villagers. With a

history of inadequate protection from both Spanish and Mexican authorities,

doubts arose regarding whether the American forces could genuinely alter

their precarious situation. The villagers had experienced past betrayals and

were wary of yet another new overlord making grand promises.

Kearny's Pledges  

In an effort to quell fears and build trust, Kearny assured the locals that his

troops would respect their property and compensate them for any goods

requisitioned. He addressed rumors of potential mistreatment, emphasizing a

commitment to non-violence toward the local population, reinforcing his

vision of American governance as benevolent.

Oath of Allegiance  

Kearny's next step was to solidify his control through a public commitment

of loyalty from the alcalde. Under the watchful eyes of the gathered

townspeople, the alcalde solemnly pledged allegiance to the United States,

invoking the Holy Trinity as a mark of seriousness in this historic act. This

moment was pivotal in symbolizing a shift in political allegiance for the

community.

Looking Ahead  
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As Kearny prepared for the march toward Santa Fe, intelligence indicated

significant resistance ahead. The governor of New Mexico was reportedly

gathering a force of three thousand men to fortify their position, raising

tensions and uncertainty about potential conflicts in the forthcoming stages

of the campaign. Kearny and his troops steeled themselves for the challenges

that lay ahead, aware of the stakes involved in their mission to assert

American dominance in the region.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 13 Summary: NARBONA PASS

### Chapter 13: Narbona Pass

Introduction to Narbona's Leadership  

In the aftermath of the devastating drought in the 1820s and the brutal

massacre at Jemez, Narbona returned from the Hopi country, burdened with

the realization that persistent conflict only led to further suffering among his

people. At sixty-three, he recognized the urgent need for peace and began

advocating for diplomatic resolutions rather than warfare. In 1829, he

attended a pivotal meeting in Santa Fe, navigating the complexities of

military protection to prevent becoming a target. Although these discussions

did not yield immediate benefits for the Navajos, they provided a

much-needed buffer against additional assaults.

Rising Tensions and the Call to Arms  

By February 1835, the climate had shifted once more as Narbona learned of

an impending Mexican military campaign aiming to invade the Eastern

Navajos. Despite their efforts to maintain a peaceful coexistence, the threat

of invasion prompted Narbona to act in defense of his people. Rallying 250

warriors, he sought to protect Copper Pass, a critical strategic point which
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they anticipated would be a target of the Mexican advance.

The Ambush at Copper Pass  

As the Mexican soldiers, commanded by Captain Blas de Hinojos, marched

confidently into the pass, they demonstrated a troubling overconfidence and

lack of discipline. Unbeknownst to them, Narbona lay in wait, instructing his

warriors to bide their time until the enemy was at their most vulnerable.

When the opportune moment presented itself, they launched a

well-coordinated surprise attack from the rocky heights above.

The Battle Unfolds  

The ambush unleashed a fierce onslaught of arrows and gunfire upon the

disorganized Mexican ranks, throwing them into disarray. Chaos ensued as

soldiers struggled to regroup, with many being trampled in the ensuing panic

of their horses. This unforeseen onslaught resulted in substantial casualties

for the Mexicans, including the death of Captain Hinojos, a setback that

would reverberate through their military campaigns.

Aftermath and Legacy  

The battle concluded with a resounding victory for the Navajos, signifying

an important milestone in their resistance against Mexican incursions. In
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recognition of their triumph and the valor displayed by Narbona and his

warriors, the area was renamed Narbona Pass, symbolizing the pride of the

Navajo people in their courageous stand and successful defense of their

territory.
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Chapter 14 Summary: THE UNINVADED SILENCE

Chapter 14: THE UNINVADED SILENCE - Summary

In May 1846, Kit Carson finds himself at Fremont's camp on Klamath Lake,

surrounded by the wilderness that looms with both opportunity and danger.

One night, his rest is disturbed by an unsettling sound, which he initially

brushes aside. However, his instincts are soon confirmed when a heavy thud

jolts him awake, prompting him to investigate. In a shocking turn of events,

he discovers the brutal murder of his friend, Basil Lajeunesse, at the hands

of a Klamath Indian warrior. This harrowing moment marks the beginning

of a vicious assault on the camp by multiple assailants.

As chaos ensues, Carson witnesses the desperate fight between Fremont's

men and their attackers. The night is filled with gunfire and cries, a

terrifying manifestation of the violence that has become a part of their

expedition. Despite their bravery, the team suffers significant losses, further

deepening the sense of tragedy that permeates the experience. 

As dawn breaks, illuminating the aftermath of the battle, Carson and the

surviving members reflect on the devastation they have endured, processing

the pain of losing friends and comrades. The attackers are suggested to have

ties to British colonial interests, adding a layer of geopolitical complexity to
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their struggle.

Overcome with grief and rage, Carson confronts the slain Klamath leader,

responding with a visceral act of mutilation—a brutal expression of his

tumultuous emotions in the wake of such loss. This chapter explores

profound themes of violence, survival, and the intricate and often fraught

relationships between American explorers and Indigenous peoples during a

tumultuous period of expansion and conflict in American history. Carson's

actions symbolize the depths of human emotion when faced with grief, and

highlight the chaotic struggle for both existence and dominion in an

ever-changing landscape.
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Chapter 15 Summary: ON THE ALTAR OF THE
COUNTRY

Chapter 15: On the Altar of the Country

As tensions mounted in mid-August, over three thousand New Mexicans

united at Apache Canyon, ready to defend their homeland from the

advancing forces of General Stephen Kearny. This diverse assembly,

comprised of a mix of farmers, laborers, and local militia, armed themselves

with outdated weapons, fueled by a fervent sense of patriotism and a

desperate desire to protect their way of life against the looming threat of

American encroachment.

The impending conflict plunged Santa Fe, the capital of the New Mexico

Territory, into chaos. The fear of invasion led many residents, including

clergy and local officials, to either flee or take drastic measures to safeguard

their cultural heritage and property. Families sought refuge in the mountains,

sending women and children away, while the men prepared for an

impending battle, barricading themselves within their homes.

Amidst the turmoil, the defenders faced significant challenges due to initial

disorganization and conflicting ideas about leadership and strategy.

Governor Don Manuel Armijo, a politically savvy yet notoriously corrupt
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figure, eventually stepped forward, assuming a leadership role despite his

lack of military experience. Armijo, deeply embedded in the local political

landscape, epitomized the struggles of a government grappling with

corruption and the mounting pressures of external threats.

As the American troops advanced, Armijo found himself caught in a moral

quandary, oscillating between a sense of duty to defend his territory and a

desire for self-preservation. A bankrupt government coupled with a poorly

equipped army led him to privately negotiate with an American emissary for

more favorable terms, highlighting his doubts about the feasibility of

defending New Mexico.

Despite Armijo's hesitations, local leaders like Colonel Diego Archuleta

emerged to inspire a resolute defense. Archuleta, rallying the men at Apache

Canyon, emphasized their numerical superiority and the waning morale of

the American forces. As Armijo publicly proclaimed his commitment to

fight, his private negotiations painted a starkly different picture, revealing a

leader torn between loyalty to his people and a desire to secure his own

position.

As the New Mexicans fortified their defenses in Apache Canyon, Armijo

attempted to project confidence by donning fine attire and assuming an air of

bravado. However, this facade only underscored his inner conflict when

contrasted with the genuine fervor and dedication of those truly committed
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to safeguarding their homeland. The approaching conflict would soon test

the resolve of New Mexicans and the precarious nature of Armijo's

leadership amidst the looming chaos.
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Chapter 16: A PERFECT BUTCHERY

Chapter 16: A Perfect Butchery

In the aftermath of a deadly attack by the Klamath people, military leader

John C. Fremont resolved to exact revenge for the loss of his men before

continuing his expedition south to California. This decision underscored his

commitment to both personal vengeance and the principles of military

honor, driving the narrative towards an escalation of violence.

Retribution Plans Unfold  

As Fremont plotted a strategic route around Klamath Lake, he aimed to

locate targets in the Klamath villages. His companion, the skilled

frontiersman Kit Carson, shared his desire for retribution, motivated by a

deep sense of loss and the pang of personal grief. Before setting out, the

expedition team held a brief and sorrowful burial for their fallen comrades,

marking their transition from mourning to mobilization.

Attack on Dokdokwas  

The expedition soon found the Klamath fishing village of Dokdokwas,

leading to a preemptive strike against the outnumbered villagers. Carson
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characterized the ensuing violence as a “perfect butchery,” revealing the

brutality of the conflict. The attack caused significant casualties, prompting

Carson to authoritatively justify the decision to burn the village, framing it

as a necessary act of punishment against the Klamath for their prior

aggression.

Consequences of Violence  

The devastating assault on Dokdokwas left an indelible mark on the Klamath

community and became a potent tale of loss and retribution among their

ranks. Historical accounts reflect the complexity of this encounter,

suggesting that Fremont and Carson may have misidentified their target, as

the original attackers were likely from the Modoc tribe, underlining the

chaotic nature of frontier conflicts.

Personal Danger and Survival  

During these harrowing operations, Carson's life was threatened, but

Fremont’s timely intervention saved him from imminent peril. This moment

of danger fostered a deep sense of gratitude in Carson, reinforcing his

loyalty to Fremont and instilling a debt of gratitude that would influence

their camaraderie.

Continuation Despite Exhaustion  
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In the wake of the bloody raid, Fremont and his men pressed onward toward

California, even as they remained vulnerable to retaliation from other tribes

discontented by their violent actions. The journey was fraught with tension,

and Carson emerged as a figure of courage and resilience amidst the ongoing

unrest. In contrast, Fremont seemed preoccupied with ambitions that

stretched beyond the immediate skirmishes, revealing a leader caught

between personal retribution and the larger goals of his expedition.
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Chapter 17 Summary: THE FIRE OF MONTEZUMA

### Chapter 17: THE FIRE OF MONTEZUMA

In mid-August, General Stephen Watts Kearny and his forces were nearing

Santa Fe, traversing a rugged landscape marked by small towns and harsh

conditions. Despite the unsettling rumors surrounding the Mexican leader,

Armijo, Kearny pushed his men forward, maintaining a grueling pace of

approximately 20 miles a day. The toll on his troops was severe; many

horses succumbed to exhaustion, forcing cavalrymen to march on foot

alongside the Missouri volunteers. 

The soldiers faced a barrage of challenges as they slogged through the

relentless desert heat and battled starvation, surviving on one-third rations.

Their situation was exacerbated by severe water shortages, with reports of

contaminated sources littered with dead animals—a grim testament to the

harsh environment they struggled against. 

Kearny, relentless in his leadership, sought to maintain momentum,

cognizant that delays could benefit the defending forces. He negotiated the

murky communications from Armijo, which left much to conjecture as to the

Mexican leader's intentions. Concerns about a potential ambush at Apache

Canyon compelled Kearny to dispatch scouts to secure the area. 
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While Kearny emphasized strict discipline to keep his soldiers focused and

deter potential misconduct, this rigidity created tension with the volunteers,

who longed for greater autonomy. Even minor infractions resulted in severe

disciplinary measures, highlighting the balance Kearny sought between

order and motivation. 

Despite their eagerness for battle, as evidenced by the soldiers' spontaneous

renditions of war songs, Kearny's strategy favored a peaceful annexation of

New Mexico—what he envisioned as a “bloodless conquest.” He sought to

gain the support of the local populace through reassuring speeches that

honored their rights and customs.

On August 17, at a camp in Pecos, the troops encountered a site imbued with

history, including the legend of the “fire of Montezuma,” a significant

symbol for the indigenous Pecos people. This village, having a long legacy

of resilience against Spanish rule, had safeguarded the sacred fire through

periods of calamity. 

As Kearny's soldiers reflected on the age-old ruins, their imaginations

intertwined with the myths of the Pecos inhabitants. Their exploration

sparked humorous speculations about the origins of the ruins, weaving

together fatigue, curiosity, and an emerging connection to the history and

culture of the land they were traversing. Through these moments of levity
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and reflection, the soldiers began to appreciate their place in the unfolding

tapestry of history, poised at the intersection of conquest and coexistence.
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Chapter 18 Summary: YOUR DUTY, MR. CARSON

Chapter 18: YOUR DUTY, MR. CARSON

Scene Setting in Sonoma  

As the chapter opens, we find Kit Carson guiding his mule through the

turbulent village of Sonoma, California. This chaotic town has recently

fallen under the control of American settlers who are exuberantly declaring

their independence, forming the beleaguered Bear Flag Republic. The

atmosphere is charged with excitement and tension, as these new leaders

revel in their recent power over the area.

The Bear Flag Revolt  

The revolt that led to this upheaval began on June 14, when a group of

American settlers known as the 'Osos' aggressively seized Sonoma. They

took local citizens hostage and claimed the territory for themselves, driven

more by greed and disorganization than by genuine revolutionary principles.

This tumultuous "Bear Flag Revolt" showcased the impulsive and often

chaotic nature of the settlers’ rebellion.

Fremont's Role  
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John Fremont emerges as the unofficial leader of this scrappy coalition. He

maneuvers carefully, seeking to maintain a semblance of plausible

deniability while encouraging acts of rebellion. His strategy hinges on

waiting for provocation from Californian authorities to justify his military

involvement. An urgent message from General Jose Castro spurs him into

action, rallying a motley crew of volunteers to defend against what they

perceive as imminent Mexican aggression.

Military Maneuvers  

Under Fremont's guidance, the California Battalion begins to take shape,

merging the rebel fervor with military strategy. In this tumultuous

environment, Kit Carson transforms into a fierce enforcer for Fremont,

tasked with executing penalties against those viewed as enemies. This

transformation illustrates his dedication yet foreshadows his moral dilemmas

in a rapidly escalating conflict.

The Execution Incident  

Tensions heighten following the lynching of American Bear Flag supporters.

In a chilling display of authority, Carson executes three notable local figures

on orders that are left murky, reflecting Fremont's ambiguous command

style. This incident marks a troubling shift in Carson’s character,
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highlighting his growing entanglement with Fremont’s ruthless

machinations.

Consolidation of Power  

With the stark execution fresh in the minds of the revolutionaries, Fremont’s

battalion moves toward Monterey, where U.S. Navy forces have established

a foothold. This strategic alignment paves the way for a more

comprehensive military operation in California, led by Commodore

Stockton, who harbors aspirations of rapid territorial expansion.

Strategic Claims and Consolidation  

Both Fremont and Stockton aspire to push deeper into California, targeting

Los Angeles after Mexican defenders have retreated. Their self-satisfied

reports to President Polk reveal a concerted effort to gain recognition for

their exploits, framing their chaotic military efforts as heroic triumphs in the

quest for conquest.

Carson's New Mission  

Recognizing the need to cement their authority further, Fremont and

Stockton entrust Carson with a significant mission: delivering important

dispatches to Washington. This dangerous task brings both professional
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stakes and personal motivation, as Carson sees it as an opportunity to reunite

with his wife while braving the hazardous terrain on trusted mules.

Conclusion  

In summary, Chapter 18 delves into the complexities of Kit Carson's

character as he grapples with the dualities of loyalty and morality while

serving under the ambitious leadership of Fremont and Stockton. As he

navigates the treacherous landscape of war-torn California, Carson finds

himself enmeshed in shifting allegiances and the profound moral

ambiguities of the conflict, all while pursuing a personal reunion that

underscores the human element in the chaos of war.
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Chapter 19 Summary: DAGGERS IN EVERY LOOK

Chapter 19: DAGGERS IN EVERY LOOK

As General Kearny’s forces draw closer to Santa Fe, the New Mexico

Governor, Manuel Armijo, displays signs of increasing desperation. Instead

of providing strong leadership, he gathers local legislators only to seek their

opinions on whether to resist or negotiate with the approaching Americans.

Revealing his lack of resolve, he makes the contentious decision to disband

his militia, labeling them undisciplined and cowardly. This precipitous

action sparks fear and confusion, prompting thousands to flee and leaving

chaos in their wake at Apache Canyon.

In what seems like a final attempt to salvage his reputation, Armijo writes a

letter to Kearny, feigning sorrow over the loss of New Mexico while

claiming that his retreat is temporary. In a bid to fund his escape, he seizes

valuables from the state treasury, scattering coins to garner public support as

he retreats to Chihuahua, further inciting dissatisfaction among the local

populace.

Meanwhile, Diego Archuleta, Armijo’s second-in-command, fails to step up

during this chaotic period. Instead of mounting a defense, he seems to flirt

with the idea of negotiating with the Americans, retreating to his ranch
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rather than rallying the local forces. This abandonment shocks the citizens,

who are left in turmoil with no cohesive leadership to address their plight.

Upon reaching Apache Canyon, Kearny’s troops, initially doubtful of the

reports about Armijo’s retreat, discover the area deserted. They find only

half-finished fortifications and abandoned cannons, a stark indicator of the

missed opportunity for a robust defense. This absence of resistance

encourages Kearny, who presses on toward Santa Fe with renewed urgency.

As Kearny’s troops arrive in Santa Fe, they are met not with pitched battle

but with an atmosphere of despair. The town’s lack of preparedness for an

invasion is palpable, as Kearny formally takes possession, instructing the

residents to surrender and submit to American authority. The provisional

governor, caught in a moment of acceptance, acknowledges the profound

loss experienced by the community.

The shifting of power becomes poignantly evident during an emotional

exchange between Kearny and an elderly local man, encapsulating the

sorrow felt by the townspeople. Although Kearny’s men momentarily

celebrate their victory, the cries of grieving women serve as a reminder of

the human cost of conquest. Thus, Kearny’s successful capture of a foreign

capital is marked not by triumph alone, but by a deep-seated mourning that

colors this historical moment.
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Chapter 20: MEN WITH EARS DOWN TO THEIR
ANKLES

Chapter 20 Summary: MEN WITH EARS DOWN TO THEIR ANKLES

In this chapter, the narrative centers on Narbona, a significant figure

 among the Navajo, who grapples with the unsettling presence of American

settlers in New Mexico. Unlike previous colonial encounters with the

Spanish and Mexicans, these newcomers—referred to as bilagaana, a term 

borrowed from Spanish—pose a unique challenge for the Navajo. Many

locals perceive the Americans not only as different but also as almost

mythical entities, with some believing they resemble giants possessing

peculiar physical characteristics and unusual dietary habits. This perception

fosters a deep unease about potential territorial loss.

The structure of Navajo society is distinctly non-hierarchical, characterized

by collective decision-making and significant roles for women, who enjoy

rights related to property ownership. Narbona is presented as a respected

elder and wealthy landholder, operating as a headman within his family,

although he does not wield formal authority over the tribe. His wealth is

demonstrated through abundant livestock and a bustling household, which

embodies the community’s cultural vibrancy and resourcefulness through

traditional practices and crafts.
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As winter draws near, Narbona faces increasing pressure from American

military forces, particularly General Stephen W. Kearny, which leads him

 to contemplate the idea of a peace treaty. Yet, he is acutely aware of the

broader implications this decision could hold for the Navajo people,

especially during the significant winter ceremonies.

Driven by a need for understanding and foreseeing potential conflicts,

Narbona undertakes a secretive mission to Santa Fe. He aims to observe the

fort construction led by General Kearny, hoping to glean insight into the

Americans' true intentions. As he carefully maneuvers through the

landscape, Narbona prepares himself and his people for the challenges that

lie ahead, underscoring the complexities of cultural intersection during a

time of upheaval.
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Chapter 21 Summary: THE HALL OF FINAL RUIN

Chapter 21: The Hall of Final Ruin

On the evening of September 24, 1846, the bustling city of Santa Fe was

alive with significant happenings marked by the ringing of church bells—an

indication of both a funeral and a magnificent ball in honor of General

Stephen W. Kearny, preparing for his imminent departure to California. This

event, the grandest of the year, epitomized a unique blending of Mexican

and American cultures, attracting over five hundred attendees adorned in

vibrant festive attire.

Amidst the lively atmosphere filled with music and dance, Susan Magoffin,

a keen observer and chronicler of social interactions, recorded her

impressions of the evening. She noted the striking differences in social

customs between American and local women, particularly highlighting the

boldness and perceived lack of modesty exhibited by the latter. Central to

the festivities was Madame La Tules, a prominent tavern owner whose allure

and astute business acumen made her a key influencer in the local

community. Her presence at the ball underscored the intricate social fabric

where Mexican traditions intermingled with American behaviors.

General Kearny, the evening's esteemed guest, was not only a revered
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military leader but also a protective figure to Magoffin. His commitment to

establishing a structured governance in New Mexico was illustrated by his

efforts to create the Kearny Code—a constitution rooted in principles of

fairness and democracy, designed to unite the diverse inhabitants of the

region under a common legal framework. Kearny's dual agenda of

promoting American ideals while solidifying military control displayed the

complexities of his mission in a land marked by cultural tension.

The ball served as a microcosm of the era's social dynamics, where

American soldiers expressed curiosity about the local customs and

traditions, often finding themselves at odds with the established Mexican

norms. Kearny’s aspirations, however, faced significant challenges. As he

sought to legitimize American presence and create a sense of security, he

also confronted the realities of ongoing conflicts with nomadic tribes,

particularly the Navajos. His establishment of Fort Marcy underscored his

determination to maintain a robust military foothold to confront potential

resistance.

Despite the joyous tone of the evening's celebration, underlying tensions

hinted at the difficulties that lay ahead. Kearny's optimism was met with the

stark reality of a delicate peace that teetered on the brink of instability,

foreshadowing the struggles that would continue to unfold beyond the

festivities. The intricate interplay of culture, power, and conflict during this

pivotal moment in history set the stage for the profound changes that were to
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reshape the region in the years to come.
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Chapter 22 Summary: THE HALL OF FINAL RUIN

Chapter 22: THE NEW MEN

In this chapter, Narbona, a Native American leader, observes the profound

changes that American forces bring to Santa Fe. As the presence of these

"New Men" transforms the landscape, Narbona reflects on the complexities

of their influence and the implications for his people.

From his vantage point, Narbona witnesses the rapid construction of military

fortifications by American troops, who engage in regimented training

exercises. The sight of soldiers clad in impressive uniforms and the display

of their flag evoke a sense of foreign dominion in the territory, suggesting a

power shift that is impossible to ignore.

As he contemplates the Americans' actions, Narbona grapples with the

contradictions inherent in their behavior. The same forces that wage war

against Mexicans are simultaneously seeking to forge alliances, leaving him

perplexed about their true intentions. What drives these newcomers, he

wonders, as their unpredictability keeps him on edge.

The impact of American military power becomes increasingly apparent to

Narbona, particularly with the ominous sound of artillery fire that instills
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fear amongst the local Native populations. To them, the artillery represents

an overwhelming force capable of destruction that far exceeds their previous

encounters with conflict.

Faced with the realization that resistance is futile against such might,

Narbona resolves to pursue a path of peace. He decides to return home with

the intent of advocating for a peaceful coexistence between his people and

the Americans, recognizing that cooperation may be their only hope for the

future.

Ultimately, Narbona reflects on the historical shift occurring in New

Mexico, where American control is becoming entrenched. He refers to the

Americans simply as “the New Men,” a term that encapsulates the

significant and potentially detrimental changes in power dynamics and the

uncertainty looming over the future of his people in this new order. The

weight of these developments stirs deep concern within him, highlighting

the struggle to retain cultural identity amidst external pressures.
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Chapter 23 Summary: THE GRIM METRONOME

Chapter 23: The Grim Metronome 

Departure from Santa Fe  

On September 25, General Stephen W. Kearny led 300 dragoons away from

Santa Fe, keen to reach the Rio Grande. While some volunteers chose to

remain under Colonel Doniphan's command, Kearny’s troops were eager to

leave the unsatisfactory conditions of Santa Fe behind, a town they viewed

as primitive and undesirable. Despite a lack of direct combat experience

during their stay, the soldiers found relief in abandoning subpar living

conditions and poor food.

Disparaging Views of Santa Fe  

The soldiers did not hold back in their criticism of Santa Fe, lamenting its

unsanitary environments and inadequate food supply. Their harsh

observations painted a picture of a town suffering from poor infrastructure

and general disarray. However, amidst their disparaging views, they

acknowledged certain features—such as the rich cultural mosaic and

breathtaking sunsets—that they would miss once they moved on.
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Navajo Situation  

As Kearny's forces advanced, he grappled with the challenge posed by the

Navajo tribe, described by Governor Charles Bent as a tenacious opponent.

The Navajo, known for their intelligence and industriousness, engaged in a

continuous cycle of raids, both against settlers and, in a reciprocal fashion,

with the Mexicans. This dynamic created a tense border atmosphere as both

groups navigated their intertwined fates in the volatile region.

Tensions Rise  

Tensions escalated when the Navajos resumed raiding nearby settlements,

killed settlers, and stole livestock, inciting Kearny's fury. In a bid to quell

these disturbances, Kearny ordered local inhabitants to form war parties and

instructed Colonel Doniphan to take decisive action against the aggressors.

A Chance Encounter with Kit Carson  

On October 6, while resting at Valverde, Kearny fortuitously met the

legendary scout Kit Carson, who had journeyed from California bearing

significant dispatches. Carson informed Kearny that California had become

American territory, a revelation that initially pleased the general but also left

him feeling that his military efforts thus far had been somewhat unnecessary.
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Kearny’s Strategic Decision  

Understanding the value of Carson's intimate knowledge of the terrain and

recognizing the need for his expertise on the approaching journey, Kearny

invited Carson to join his expedition as a guide instead of returning to

Washington. Although Carson felt conflicted between his loyalty to John C.

Frémont and Kearny's command, he ultimately accepted the offer after

encouragement from his comrades.

Morale Boost  

Kearny’s decision to enlist Carson revitalized the troops, instilling a

newfound sense of confidence and optimism as they prepared for the

expedition into California. Carson’s involvement marked a pivotal moment

for Kearny's mission, setting a promising course for their westward journey.
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Chapter 24: LORDS OF THE MOUNTAINS

Chapter 24: Lords of the Mountains - Summary

In mid-October 1846, tensions rise in the Navajo territory as Narbona, a

prominent Navajo leader, learns that a small group of American soldiers is

encroaching on their land. Although Narbona is feeling unwell and is

hesitant to take action, he reflects deeply on the potential consequences of

this incursion, particularly following the recent successes of the Navajo

warriors against previous incursions.

Leading the group of Americans is Captain John Reid, who has embarked on

a delicate mission to establish peace with the Navajo by reaching out to their

leaders. As they navigate through the rugged landscape, the soldiers draw

the attention of hundreds of observing Navajos, heightening both curiosity

and tension across cultural lines.

After days of uncertainty, Reid finally meets with Narbona, whose illness

does not diminish his commanding presence. During their discussion, they

agree on the critical importance of peace and understanding. Narbona

expresses a heartfelt desire to secure a legacy of diplomacy by engaging with

higher American command, emphasizing the need for mutual respect.
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Unexpectedly, a wave of festivities emerges among the Navajos, signaling

their willingness to foster goodwill. Captain Reid and his soldiers join in the

celebrations, which leads to a rich cultural exchange marked by shared

meals, traded goods, and a growing sense of kinship. This interaction

showcases the vibrancy of the Navajo culture, characterized by their

impressive equestrian skills and wealth in resources such as wool and skins,

which profoundly impresses Robinson, one of Reid's men.

As the Americans shed their initial apprehensions, they navigate the

complexities of this inter-cultural interaction without violence, hinting at a

hopeful path forward. With the mission concluded successfully and an

understanding established, both Reid's soldiers and the Navajo, under

Narbona's guidance, look forward to nurturing a peace that could redefine

their relationship, allowing for a future rooted in cooperation rather than

conflict.
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Chapter 25 Summary: THE DEVIL’S TURNPIKE

Chapter 25: THE DEVIL’S TURNPIKE

In October 1846, General Kearny and his entourage of one hundred

dragoons, guided by the experienced frontiersman Kit Carson, embarked on

a daunting journey from the Rio Grande to the Gila River. This trek took

them through increasingly desolate regions, where they encountered

unfamiliar indigenous tribes and hostile environments, setting a stark

backdrop for their mission.

Throughout the expedition, Carson's thoughts reveal his growing discontent.

He reflects on the ambitious transcontinental journeys of his past and yearns

for the acknowledgment of influential figures in Washington. His

dissatisfaction is compounded by the humdrum realities of this arduous trek,

where his chance for recognition feels overshadowed by the mundane

challenges of leadership and survival.

Initially, Carson is under the impression that California has been solidly

conquered, but the reality he encounters quickly shatters this belief. Reports

of a counter-revolution signal that American forces have been pushed out

from many coastal areas, raising the stakes for Kearny and his vulnerable

contingent as they march deeper into hostile territory.
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The harshness of the environment plays a significant role in their expedition.

The landscape is dotted with cacti and characterized by relentless heat,

leading to diminishing morale among the soldiers and weakening their

mounts. Lieutenant Emory finds beauty in the desert vistas, contrasting

Kearny’s somber outlook on its lack of useful resources. As hardships

mount, grumblings of discontent surface among the troops, underscoring the

grim reality they face.

As conditions worsen, Kearny faces the dual pressures of leadership and

maintaining the spirits of his men. The dynamics of their mission evolve

when an American flag signals contact with a Marine contingent. This

potential reinforcement offers a glimmer of hope amidst their escalating

struggles.

With the arrival of U.S. Marines led by Captain Gillespie, the urgency to

confront advancing enemy forces commanded by Captain Pico becomes

paramount. Kearny contemplates a strategic surprise attack, relying on

Carson's insights into the enemy's vulnerabilities, which creates a buzz of

anticipation among his men.

However, an ill-fated reconnaissance mission jeopardizes this element of

surprise, forcing Kearny to act quickly. With fatigue setting in and the

weather turning cold, Kearny hastily prepares for an immediate
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confrontation. Driven by desperation and a thirst for action, the troops rally

together, their apprehensions replaced by a fierce determination.

As dawn breaks on December 6, 1846, Kearny galvanizes his forces,

highlighting the critical objectives of capturing horses and minimizing

casualties—key elements for their success in battle. With swords drawn and

spirits ignited, the dragoons charge towards San Pasqual, shadowed by the

morning fog, setting the stage for an imminent clash that promises to change

the course of their journey.
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Chapter 26 Summary: OUR RED CHILDREN

Chapter 26: OUR RED CHILDREN

In a significant gathering on November 21, Colonel Alexander Doniphan

brought together fourteen Navajo headmen, including the ailing leader

Narbona, at Bear Springs. This site held profound historical importance for

the Navajo people, with an audience of around 800, comprising both

Navajos and Americans, witnessing the discussions.

Speaking earnestly, Colonel Doniphan outlined the United States' desire to

forge a treaty of peace with the Navajo Nation. He stressed the urgency of

cessation of hostilities against New Mexicans, cautioning that any refusal of

this peace offer would lead to renewed warfare. Colonel Doniphan was

known for his commanding presence and persuasive rhetoric, aiming to

secure a favorable outcome for both parties.

In response, Zarcillos Largos, a young and articulate headman, voiced the

tribe’s grievances. He pointed out the perceived hypocrisy of the U.S. in

condemning Navajo actions while just emerging from its own conflicts.

Despite initial resistance to the notion of peace, Largos ultimately agreed to

consider the proposal, indicating a willingness to cease raids if the U.S.

recognized its authority over New Mexico.
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Subsequently, Colonel Doniphan drafted a treaty aimed at establishing

"permanent peace, mutual trust, and friendship." The Navajo headmen

marked their agreement with an 'X,' as many were unable to read or write.

Although they may not have fully grasped the implications of the treaty, the

atmosphere was hopeful, signaling a moment of potential reconciliation.

However, the optimism proved short-lived. Confident in having resolved the

tensions with the Navajo, Doniphan's forces prepared to advance into

Mexico. Meanwhile, the Navajos returned to their everyday lives, almost

indifferent to the treaty's promises. Just days later, tensions erupted once

more when a violent incident occurred, resulting in Navajos killing a

shepherd and stealing livestock, which in turn led to the deaths of two

American soldiers. This resurgence of conflict highlighted the fragility of the

peace established at Bear Springs, and underscored the complex and often

tumultuous relationship between the Navajo people and the United States.
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Chapter 27 Summary: COLD STEEL

Chapter 27: Cold Steel - Summary

The chapter begins by detailing the Battle of San Pasqual, a crucial

 confrontation during the Mexican-American War that unfolded due to a

critical miscommunication. General Kearny aimed to direct his troops in a

controlled trot, but Captain Johnston mistakenly ordered a full charge,

igniting a chaotic offensive against the Californian forces, who were

strategically entrenched in a ravine.

As Kearny's troops surged forward, the attack quickly devolved into

disarray. The initial assault was led by a group of young officers on superior

horses, leaving the rest of the battalion behind on slower mounts. Tragically,

Captain Johnston fell early in the melee, and the disorganized American

forces resorted to close combat, utilizing swords as their firearms proved

largely ineffective.

The Californian forces, led by Captain Pico, swiftly regrouped and launched

a counteroffensive against the Americans. With their expertise in

horsemanship and the use of lances, they inflicted significant casualties,

overwhelming American leaders like Captain Moore and resulting in a brutal

hand-to-hand struggle.
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In the midst of turmoil, Kit Carson exhibited his tactical prowess by

dismounting and employing guerrilla tactics, sniping at the Californians

from advantageous positions. Simultaneously, General Kearny fought

fiercely but sustained serious injuries amid the fray.

Despite their losses, Kearny's forces managed to maintain control of the

battlefield, although spirits were low and a siege seemed imminent as the

Californians regrouped. The Americans faced a grim reality with dwindling

supplies and persistent attacks from Pico's troops.

To alter the dire circumstances, Kearny devised a bold plan to break out

towards San Diego. In a daring venture, Kit Carson embarked on a

treacherous mission to seek reinforcements. Accompanied by Lieutenant

Beale and an Indian guide, they navigated treacherous terrain, narrowly

escaping potential capture before successfully reaching Stockton’s camp,

where they communicated the urgent need for assistance.

On December 10, in a turn of fortune, Kearny's beleaguered camp welcomed

the arrival of reinforcements dispatched by Stockton. This unexpected boost

in manpower enabled the Americans to finally march towards San Diego,

culminating in their arrival on December 12. This marked a historic

milestone in their arduous journey, spanning over two thousand miles from

Fort Leavenworth.
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In conclusion, Chapter 27: Cold Steel embodies the resilience and

 determination of Kearny and his men as they faced adversity on the

battlefield and personal challenges. Their hard-fought victory marked a

significant chapter in the broader narrative of the American reconquest of

California, illustrating both the chaos of war and the steadfast nature of those

who fought in its turmoil.
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Chapter 28: EL CREPUSCULO

Chapter 28: El Crepúsculo Summary

Setting and Background  

In January 1847, the harsh winter landscape of Taos, New Mexico, serves as

a stark backdrop to the rising tensions following the U.S. occupation of

Santa Fe. The American military presence is minimal, intensifying feelings

of resentment among the Hispanic population towards their new occupiers.

The cultural differences, combined with lingering economic grievances and

religious tensions, fuel an undercurrent of discontent.

Governor Bent's Circumstances  

Amid these turbulent conditions, Governor Charles Bent, a pragmatic

merchant-turned-governor, yearns for reunion with his family in Taos, aware

that local Mexicans and Indigenous Pueblos hold deep-seated frustrations.

Bent learns of a thwarted insurrection led by prominent community figures

and fears that any sign of unrest could threaten his safety due to his ties

within the community and the precarious nature of his position.

Cultural and Social Unrest  
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The societal fabric of Taos is stretched thin as American occupiers impose

unfamiliar ideologies, alienating the largely Catholic local population. The

clash of values and traditions creates fertile ground for revolt, as the local

populace grapples with an identity threatened by foreign control.

The Insurrection Begins  

Bent's return to Taos results in an explosive confrontation. A mob of

Pueblos, driven by anger over imprisoned kin, demands justice. Despite

Bent’s attempts to negotiate, he becomes a victim of the growing animosity,

ultimately leading to his violent death. This pivotal moment marks the

beginning of widespread unrest, igniting a full-scale uprising against

American settlers.

The Revolt Escalates  

In the aftermath of Bent's assassination, an insurgent coalition of Mexican

and Indian rebels launches coordinated attacks across northern New Mexico,

targeting Americans without discrimination. This rebellion, fueled by

grievances regarding culture and identity, amplifies the existing discord,

plunging the region into chaos.

Military Response  
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In response, Colonel Sterling Price is dispatched to quell the revolt,

navigating logistical challenges posed by the winter weather. He mobilizes

troops and artillery, engaging the insurgents at strategic locations,

illustrating the American determination to reassert control quickly and

decisively.

Siege of Taos Pueblo  

A climactic battle unfolds at Taos Pueblo, where American forces conduct a

siege on the stronghold. Utilizing artillery to breach defenses, Price’s troops

storm the mission, resulting in fierce combat. The brutal confrontation

ultimately leads to American victory, though it comes at a significant human

cost.

Aftermath and Atrocities  

The rebellion’s aftermath is marked by brutal retaliation, including public

executions of captured insurgents, particularly Pueblo Indians. These acts of

vengeance reveal the lengths to which the Americans will go to maintain

control and the complex emotions surrounding guilt, anger, and historical

memory amidst the violence.

Concluding Reflection  

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


The uprising and its repercussions leave enduring scars on the local

community, fundamentally altering the dynamics between the Indigenous

peoples and American settlers. This chapter poignantly underscores the

harsh realities of imperialism, revealing the themes of resistance, cultural

clash, and the heavy toll of survival against oppressive forces.
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Chapter 29 Summary: AMERICAN MERCURY

Chapter 29: American Mercury

Overview of St. Louis  

As Carson approached St. Louis in 1847, he was met with a city transformed

from the quaint settlement he remembered during his last visit in 1842.

Nestled at the junction of the Missouri and Mississippi rivers, St. Louis had

burgeoned into a vibrant metropolis boasting a population exceeding fifteen

thousand. This lively junction reflected a rich tapestry of cultures, including

its French and Spanish roots, alongside a wave of new German and Irish

immigrants, each contributing to the evolving character of the city.

Carson's Journey to St. Louis  

Carson's journey to St. Louis, spanning two arduous months, was not merely

one of travel; it was a mission of great import as a courier for General

Kearny. He transported pivotal messages concerning the American conquest

of the West, particularly in the aftermath of the Taos Revolt. Carson’s

journey was fraught with peril, including a confrontation with Apache forces

and an emotional reunion with Josefa in Taos, which underscored both the

dangers he faced and the personal stakes involved in his mission.
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Celebrity and Public Interest  

Upon his arrival, Carson found himself thrust into the spotlight as a local

celebrity. St. Louis was ripe with curiosity about the events unfolding in the

West, and the townspeople eagerly anticipated news from Carson. However,

the presence of rampant rumors and misinformation illustrated the slow

means of communication that prevailed at the time. Despite the public’s

excitement, Carson grappled with the burden of fame and the relentless

scrutiny from journalists eager to capture his stories.

Connection with Thomas Hart Benton  

Among those who sought Carson's insights was Senator Thomas Hart

Benton, an influential figure deeply invested in western affairs. Recognizing

Carson's role as a key player in the Mexican War, Benton invited him to his

home, eager to discuss the intricacies of the recent military campaigns in

California. As Carson shared recountings of the conquest, tensions surfaced

regarding the rivalry between the military leaders, Fremont and Kearny,

hinting at the complicated web of personal and political relationships within

the corridors of power.

Personal Reflections and Family Ties  

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Before journeying onward to Washington, Carson took a poignant detour to

visit his daughter Adaline, whom he had not seen in five years. This reunion

was a blend of paternal care and duty, as he sought not only to ensure her

well-being but also to arrange for her education—a reflection of his

deep-seated hopes for her future. Through thoughtful gifts and personal

attention, Carson's actions revealed the complexities of fatherhood, marked

by both love and the weight of his turbulent life as a frontiersman.
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Chapter 30 Summary: TIME AT LAST SETS ALL
THINGS EVEN

Chapter 30: Time at Last Sets All Things Even

In May 1847, Jessie Benton Fremont meets Kit Carson for the first time at

the Washington train station. As the daughter of Senator Thomas Hart

Benton and a spirited woman in her early twenties, Jessie recognizes Carson

from her husband's descriptions. At this time, Washington, D.C., is still a

developing city, vastly different from its later grandeur, which Jessie eagerly

shows Carson. 

Jessie's unconventional appearance belies her confidence and intellect,

which have been nurtured by her father's guidance. After eloping with John

C. Fremont, a notable explorer and politician whose ambitions coincide with

her father’s vision for the expansion of the West, Jessie becomes a

significant advocate for her husband’s endeavors. Her writing and public

relations efforts play a vital role in elevating Fremont’s profile, reflecting

both her dedication to him and her own capabilities.

As Carson concludes his business in Washington, he encounters an

unexpected delay due to a meeting with President Polk, leading him to

participate in various social events that initially feel stifling. While he is
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apprehensive because of his past marriage to an Arapaho woman, much to

his surprise, he receives acceptance and respect from the social elite.

Jessie and Carson develop a close friendship during his stay. Their bond

deepens through engaging discussions, particularly about literature,

including the works of Lord Byron, which resonate with Carson on a

personal level. This connection allows them to share their experiences and

insights candidly.

On June 14, 1847, Carson finally meets President Polk, who is keen to

gather intelligence on the West. Jessie, conscious of the ongoing conflict

between her husband and General Kearny, seeks the president’s viewpoint.

However, Polk's diplomatic nature reveals his allegiance to Kearny, offering

little in the way of support for Fremont. Despite this, Polk commissions

Carson as a second lieutenant, elevating his status within the military.

Carson's time in Washington culminates in a farewell dinner hosted by Sarah

Polk at the White House. Although the informal setting alleviates some of

his discomfort, he remains shy, particularly around women. Observations

from Mrs. Polk highlight his polite demeanor yet reveal the challenges he

faces in high society.

As Carson prepares to depart Washington with military dispatches back to

California, he looks forward to returning to the frontier life that aligns with
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his rugged identity and personal comfort, marking a significant transition in

his journey.
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Chapter 31 Summary: A BROKEN COUNTRY

### Chapter 31: A Broken Country

Introduction to the Expedition  

In August 1849, a significant military expedition set out from Fort Marcy,

comprising nearly 400 troops under the leadership of Colonel John

Washington. Their objective was to explore the Jemez Mountains and the

core of Navajo territory in a bid to quell ongoing Navajo raids that

threatened the safety of settlers in the region.

State of Conflict  

Despite the continuous military presence and resources dedicated to

maintaining order, raids by the Navajos intensified, exacerbating fear among

the settlers. James Calhoun, the Indian agent, reported an alarming rise in

these depredations, pointing to both the cunning tactics of the Navajos and

ongoing violence from neighboring tribes, underscoring the pervasive

unrest.

Colonel Washington’s Mission  
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Colonel Washington's mission was multifaceted: he aimed to not only

showcase military strength but also to restore order by subduing the

Navajos, reclaiming stolen property, and promoting agricultural practices

within their communities. He believed that adopting farming was crucial for

their survival and integration into settler society.

Troop Composition  

Washington's forces primarily comprised seasoned Missourians,

well-equipped with artillery and supplies intended for a month-long tactical

campaign. They were complemented by Mexican volunteers and Pueblo

Indians, who provided vital local knowledge and assistance in navigating the

regional complexities.

Surveying the Unknown  

Beyond military objectives, the expedition had an important scientific

mission: to map the largely uncharted Navajo lands. Engineer Lieutenant

James Simpson led this initiative, tasked with documenting the geography,

cultures, and dynamics of the area, thus contributing to a broader

understanding of American territorial knowledge.

The Kern Brothers  
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Joining the expedition were Richard and Edward Kern, skilled explorers and

artists driven by a love for wilderness discovery. Despite having faced

trauma in a previous endeavor with John Fremont, their talent for mapping

and documenting landscapes became invaluable to the expedition.

Traversing Navajo Territory  

As the troops navigated through Navajo territory, they confronted various

logistical difficulties. The resilient yet vulnerable lives of local Pueblo

communities reflected the impact of ongoing violence, indicating the

fragility of the region’s social fabric amidst these conflicts.

Cultural Observations  

In Jemez Pueblo, the expedition encountered a community rich in tradition,

where members celebrated a blend of ancient customs infused with Catholic

influences. Dialogues with the local chief revealed a strong desire among the

pueblos to reclaim their past vitality and reach for a lost glory.

Beautiful Yet Harsh Landscape  

Pushing deeper into the rugged terrain of the Jemez Volcano region,

Simpson vividly described it as "a broken country." This phrase

encapsulated the striking beauty and daunting challenges posed by the
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volcanic landscape.

Encounter with Chaco Canyon  

During their journey, the troops unexpectedly arrived at the impressive ruins

of Chaco Canyon. This encounter offered the Kern brothers and Simpson a

vital chance to document the remnants of an ancient civilization, assessing

its architectural significance while remaining wary of potential Navajo

ambushes.

Reflections on the Anasazi  

Examining the grand remnants of the Anasazi civilization prompted

reflections on the disappearance of such an advanced culture, which had

succumbed to environmental difficulties and social strife—paralleling the

struggles the Navajos faced in the present.

Navajos’ Relationship with Chaco  

As the guardians of these ruins, the Navajos maintained a nomadic way of

life, respecting the history of the land without settling in the abandoned

structures of their ancestors. The narrative of Chaco Canyon remains

intricately woven into the Navajo oral history and their identity.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Conclusion  

Ultimately, the expedition led by Simpson and the Kern brothers

significantly enriched the understanding of the Southwest. Their journey not

only shed light on military endeavors against the Navajos but also uncovered

the deep, complex histories of the region's inhabitants and its landscapes.
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Chapter 32: THE FINEST HEAD I EVER SAW

Chapter 32: The Finest Head I Ever Saw

Setting and Context:  

Colonel Washington’s troops are navigating a harsh, arid landscape near

Badger Springs, struggling without vital supplies for themselves and their

livestock. The discovery of alkaline water prompts the soldiers to forage for

food, which irks the local Navajo people who are already grappling with the

impact of the American military presence in their territory.

Conflict with the Navajo:  

In their desperation, Washington’s men raid a nearby Navajo cornfield,

leading to a confrontation with a group of Navajos who arrive at the camp

seeking to trade livestock instead. The Navajo community is upset about the

theft but Washington stubbornly persists with his foraging efforts, further

provoking their anger and defiance.

Rising Tensions:  

As Washington's troops push westward, they become increasingly
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surrounded by an influx of agitated Navajo warriors, signaling a brewing

conflict. The situation is heightened when Washington decides to prepare his

artillery, anticipating a violent encounter. A sudden storm complicates their

journey, momentarily stalling their advance.

Council with Navajo Leaders:  

The next day, a large contingent of Navajos, including the respected yet frail

leader Narbona, approaches Washington’s camp for a council. Narbona's

desire for peace is evident, but he reveals a fractured society with differing

views on how to interact with the American forces, showcasing the

complexity of their internal politics.

The Hope of Peace:  

During discussions, a tentative agreement is reached. However, a critical

point arises when Narbona declines to attend a larger meeting, delegating

younger chiefs to represent him instead. Just as a fragile peace seems

attainable, tensions flare over a stolen horse, reigniting hostilities.

Violence Erupts:  

The situation escalates dramatically when Colonel Washington sides with a

New Mexican militiaman claiming the horse. This decision leads to a
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complete breakdown of negotiations and a violent standoff. Washington

orders his troops to fire on the advancing Navajos, resulting in chaos and

tragic loss, including the death of the elderly Narbona.

Aftermath and Legacy:  

In the aftermath, the promise of dialogue between the Navajo and American

forces disintegrates into brutality, symbolized by Narbona’s death.

Following this, one New Mexican displays morbid curiosity by desecrating

Narbona's corpse. The event marks a significant decline in relations between

the Navajo and the United States, leading to deeper animosities. A diary

entry reflects on this tragedy, noting regret over the missed opportunity to

preserve Narbona’s skull for scientific study, underscoring the era’s

complicated relationship between respect for indigenous cultures and the

drive for knowledge.
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Chapter 33 Summary: THE DEATH KNOT

### Chapter 33: The Death Knot

Narbona's Death and Burial Traditions  

The chapter opens with the death of Narbona, a respected leader in the

Navajo community, whose life was extinguished by the actions of Colonel

Washington's troops. In adhering to traditional Navajo customs, there was no

elaborate funeral; instead, the focus lay on promptly facilitating the spirit’s

transition to the underworld. While the Navajo people mourned in their

hearts, public displays of grief were eschewed, reflecting their deep-seated

beliefs about death and the afterlife.

The Handling of the Corpse  

Narbona’s body was treated with the utmost respect and care. Family

members undertook the somber responsibility of cleaning and dressing the

body, ensuring to follow sacred protocols designed to prevent Narbona’s

spirit from returning as a malevolent ghost. His considerable wealth during

life had sparked jealousy and witchcraft suspicions among the Navajos,

necessitating elaborate funeral rites to demonstrate generosity and counteract

dark accusations.
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Body Preparation  

Family slaves were involved in the intimate preparation of Narbona’s

remains, a task fraught with cultural significance. They removed his

bloodied garments and conducted a ceremonial bathing, adorning him in

ceremonial dress and jewelry. The body was then securely wrapped in

blankets fastened with a “death knot,” a symbolic gesture important for the

safe passage of the spirit.

The Burial Site  

Narbona’s sons bore the body to Rock Mesa, a secluded and safe burial spot

chosen to shield against potential enemies and supernatural threats, such as

skinwalkers—malevolent spirits in Navajo folklore that can shape-shift. This

secrecy aligned with Navajo traditions, which often favored such discreet

practices in death.

Sacrificial Rite and Afterlife Beliefs  

In a poignant ceremony, Narbona's sons slaughtered two horses and

destroyed their saddles, a ritualistic offering to ensure their father would

have companions in the afterlife. According to Navajo belief, the afterworld

was a grim and joyless realm, and spirits were thought to journey north after
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death, reflecting their cultural connection to their ancestral origins.

Ritual Vigil  

For four nights, the sons engaged in a vigil filled with chants and fasting to

ensure Narbona's spirit could safely navigate the afterlife. Despite the

looming threat of American forces, they meticulously adhered to these burial

customs, emphasizing the need to protect themselves from any malevolent

influences.

Purification After the Burial  

Upon completing the necessary rituals, Narbona’s sons returned home to

engage in a purification ceremony in a sweat lodge. This cleansing ritual

symbolically removed the pollution associated with death, allowing them to

don fresh clothing and rejoin their community. Yet, their sorrow was soon

replaced by a burgeoning desire for retribution against their father’s killers,

hinting at the tensions and path of vengeance that may follow in the

narrative.
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Chapter 34 Summary: MEN WITHOUT EYES

### Chapter 34: MEN WITHOUT EYES

The chapter begins with Narbona's sons burying their father, a pivotal

moment reflecting the deep loss within the Navajo community. At the same

time, the Washington Expedition, under Colonel John Washington and

Lieutenant James Simpson, advances toward Canyon de Chelly, a striking

and historically rich area in Navajo territory. The canyon, long noted by

Spanish explorers as a cultural epicenter for Native American groups

including the Anasazi, serves as the expedition's target for documentation

and exploration of its storied past.

Despite claiming a peaceful mission, Washington—blind to the implications

of Narbona's death—misses a crucial opportunity for diplomacy. This

oversight exacerbates already tense relations between the Navajos and

American forces, setting a tone of conflict rather than cooperation.

Navigating the harsh terrain of the Chuska Valley, Lieutenant Simpson

struggles to appreciate the beauty of the arid landscape. However, upon

entering the Chuska Mountains, he becomes more animated, noting the

abundant shifts in flora and fauna. This newfound enthusiasm temporarily

lifts the spirits of the troops.
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As they approach Canyon de Chelly, the soldiers sense a recent Navajo

presence but find the inhabitants elusive. Demonstrating their profound

understanding of the land, the Navajos successfully avoid confrontation,

leaving the American soldiers bewildered by their sudden disappearance.

The tension escalates at night when Navajos reemerge to steal livestock, a

retaliatory act against the encroachment of American forces on their

resources.

Upon arriving at Canyon de Chelly, the soldiers are met with the

intimidating sight of towering rock walls, which only serve to heighten their

anxiety. Although they observe the watchful eyes of the Navajos, attempts to

engage with them are met with resistance, further complicating any potential

understanding.

Colonel Washington's attempts at treaty negotiations with the Navajo

representatives are fraught with miscommunication. Cultural

misunderstandings loom large, leading to a treaty lacking a firm foundation.

The signing occurs with two men who hold little power or influence within

Navajo society, demonstrating the futility of the Americans' diplomatic

efforts. The treaty which emerges reflects vastly differing perceptions of

authority and governance, leaving both parties with conflicting

interpretations of what was agreed upon.
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In conclusion, the expedition's objectives clash with the Navajos' desire for

peace, resulting in a fragile and ultimately hollow treaty. This chapter

illustrates the complexities and failures of cross-cultural interactions during

a volatile period in American history, highlighting how misunderstandings

can deepen divides rather than foster connections.
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Chapter 35 Summary: BLOOD AND THUNDER

Chapter 35: Blood and Thunder Summary

In October 1849, the journey of trader James M. White and his family took a

disastrous turn when they separated from a caravan led by the esteemed

Francis Xavier Aubry on the Santa Fe Trail. Overconfident from previous

travels, White believed they had evaded the dangers posed by hostile Native

American tribes. Unbeknownst to them, the threat was still very real, as the

legacy of violence and land disputes between settlers and Plains tribes

loomed heavily over the region.

Francis Xavier Aubry was more than just a caravan leader; he was a

prominent merchant known for his remarkable speed across the Santa Fe

Trail, establishing a reputation that instilled confidence in those who

traveled with him. Despite his record achievements, the pervasive danger

from the fearsome Comanche tribe and other hostile groups contrasted

sharply with the sense of safety his presence provided.

This naiveté led White to refuse a payment to a group of hostile Indians,

inciting a brutal ambush that resulted in the massacre of his party. White

himself was killed, and his wife and child were captured, illustrating the

tragic and often violent relations between American settlers and Native
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Americans at the time.

Parallel to this tragedy, Kit Carson, a renowned frontiersman, was

attempting to embrace a quieter life as a rancher near Taos, New Mexico.

Yearning for stability with his wife Josefa and their newborn son, Carson

grappled with the consequences of his past notoriety. The fame he had

unwittingly gained as a trail guide complicated his transition to ranch life,

intertwining personal aspirations with the burden of his public image.

Carson went into partnership with Lucien Bonaparte Maxwell to cultivate a

ranching venture in a volatile environment where Indian tribes, particularly

the Jicarillas, faced increasing pressures from American settlers. Carson’s

deep familiarity with the land and its people allowed him to navigate these

fraught relations while aiming to coexist peacefully with the local tribes.

In the wake of the White party massacre, Major William Grier led a rescue

mission, enlisting Carson’s expertise to pursue the Jicarillas. Unfortunately,

a failure in communication resulted in the heartbreaking discovery of Ann

White, the captured wife, who was found dead, a victim of the brutality she

had endured. This tragedy underscored the harsh realities faced by women

and families during this tumultuous period.

The publication of a novel portraying Carson as a hero stood in stark

contrast to the grim fate of Ann White, causing him to reevaluate his identity
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and the myth surrounding him. The ensuing media frenzy fueled calls for

vengeance against Native tribes, highlighting the era's complex and often

antagonistic relations between settlers and Indigenous peoples.

Ultimately, this chapter explores Carson’s evolution from a celebrated

frontiersman to a rancher in a violent and ever-changing landscape. The

tragic events surrounding the White family serve as a chilling reminder of

the sacrifices made during westward expansion, revealing the cost of fame

and the moral complexities entangled within the narratives of both settlers

and Native Americans in this turbulent period.
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Chapter 36: THE FEARING TIME

Book Three: MONSTER SLAYER

Chapter 36: THE FEARING TIME

The chapter opens with a festive horse race taking place outside Fort

Fauntleroy, attracting around 500 Navajo spectators. Dressed in colorful

attire, the crowd immerses themselves in a day filled with bartering and

feasting, but the excitement is tinged with the underlying tensions between

the Navajo people and American soldiers. This race, which is the highlight

of the event, features distinguished horses representing both sides,

symbolizing their competing cultures.

At the heart of the gathering is Manuelito, a prominent Navajo leader known

for his fierce opposition to American expansion. He represents a troubled

community historically oppressed by broken treaties with the U.S.

government, leading to increasing violence and hardship. The Navajo refer

to this period of struggle as *nahondzod*, or "the fearing time,"

characterized by drought and famine that leave them desperate and

vulnerable.
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As the race unfolds, suspicions arise when the Navajo pony appears to be

sabotaged, intensifying feelings of animosity among the spectators. The

soldiers, however, dismiss any allegations of foul play. Tensions escalate

quickly, culminating in a tragic confrontation when a soldier fatally shoots a

Navajo man attempting to breach the fort's defenses. What ensues is a

massacre; soldiers open fire on a panicked crowd, resulting in numerous

deaths and the capture of several Navajos.

Colonel Manuel Chaves, the commanding officer of the fort, exacerbates the

situation by ordering artillery strikes on the fleeing Navajo people, further

escalating the carnage. Despite the clear injustices committed under his

command, Chaves frames his actions as necessary self-defense in his reports

to superiors, leading to a temporary suspension but ultimately allowing him

to evade true accountability amidst the distractions of the ongoing Civil War.

The chapter concludes with a grim acknowledgment of the deepening rift

between the Navajo and the Americans, signifying a pivotal moment for

Manuelito and his tribe. Faced with devastating losses and a renewed

awareness of their precarious situation, the Navajo leadership begins to

recognize the urgent need to reclaim their resistance against their oppressors,

setting the stage for escalating conflicts ahead.
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Chapter 37 Summary: PEOPLE OF THE SINGLE STAR

Chapter 37: People of the Single Star

Overview of the Stalemate  

In February 1862, amidst the harsh conditions of winter, two opposing

armies stood in a tense stalemate near Fort Craig, New Mexico. The

Confederate forces, led by Brig. Gen. Henry Hopkins Sibley, faced off

against Union troops commanded by Col. Edward Canby. Fort Craig was a

key stronghold, well-fortified with artillery, serving as a critical point for the

Union’s defense in the territory.

Sibley’s Predicament  

Sibley, battling personal health issues and known for his struggles with

alcoholism, grappled with the daunting task of seizing Fort Craig through

direct assault. Acknowledging the fortress's defenses, he realized the

necessity of luring the Union forces out into the open for a better chance to

defeat them.

Canby's Strategy  
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Col. Canby, experienced yet cautious, faced hurdles with a largely

inexperienced force made up primarily of local volunteers. Although the fort

appeared well-defended, many of the artillery setups were mere decoys,

which fostered a growing uncertainty about his troops' capabilities.

The Nature of the Two Armies  

Sibley’s troops were a mix of eager young soldiers, fueled by ambition and

the desire to claim New Mexico for the Confederacy. In contrast, Canby’s

forces were plagued by demoralization, as they questioned the loyalty of the

local volunteers and battled low morale.

Preparations for Battle  

As skirmishes broke out, both sides attempted to assess each other's resolve.

The Confederates were driven by a sense of superiority and the ambition to

expand their territory, while the Union volunteers were motivated by local

loyalty and a desire to repel the invading Texan forces.

The Plan of Action  

In light of the escalating conflict, Sibley contemplated retreating to rethink

his strategy. However, his plans shifted dramatically with the onset of a dust

storm that hampered both armies’ operations. Inspired by a new approach
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from Col. Tom Green, Sibley decided to circumvent Fort Craig and advance

toward the Valverde ford, aiming to provoke a confrontation on more

favorable terms.

Carson’s Role  

Col. Kit Carson, commanding the Union volunteers at Fort Craig, stayed

vigilant across the river, aware of the Confederate maneuverings. His

strategic positioning allowed him to prepare for potential developments, and

his intimate knowledge of the terrain became crucial as the battle plans

unfolded.

The Battle at Valverde  

The battle at Valverde erupted into intense fighting, resulting in significant

casualties on both sides. Although the Union forces initially had some

successes, they soon became disorganized and retreated chaotically under

pressure from the Confederates, marking a notable moment in the

engagement.

Conclusion of the Engagement  

In the end, Sibley’s forces were positioned advantageously, benefitting from

their desperation driven by thirst as well as strategic elements of the battle.
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The confrontation at Valverde unveiled both vulnerabilities and shifting

command dynamics, laying the groundwork for complex further conflicts in

the region. This engagement underscored the shifting tides of the Civil War

and the tenuous nature of control over New Mexico.
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Chapter 38 Summary: THE SONS OF SOME DEAR
MOTHER

Chapter 38: The Sons of Some Dear Mother

The aftermath of the one-day battle at Valverde brought a grim tableau of

death and devastation, with fallen soldiers and animals littering the once

thriving battlefield. The morning light revealed the stark reality of war,

where a temporary truce permitted the burial of the dead. Although the

Confederates secured a tactical victory, their overall strategic aim of taking

Fort Craig remained unachieved. General Canby’s Union forces retreated to

the fort, consolidating their supplies for future engagements, highlighting a

shift from immediate confrontation to long-term strategy.

In the wake of Valverde, the Confederate forces under General Sibley

celebrated their victory but faced a grim reality of dwindling resources.

Despite capturing artillery and incurring fewer losses, they were plagued by

severe shortages of food, supplies, and cavalry. Sibley's absence during the

battle drew mounting criticism, casting shadows over the Confederate

command's effectiveness.

With hopes of seizing Union supplies, Sibley advanced his army toward

Albuquerque. However, upon arrival, he was met with disappointment as
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Canby’s forces had destroyed many supplies in their retreat. The

Confederates did capture Albuquerque and later Santa Fe, but their gains

were rendered hollow as crucial resources had either been ruined or

relocated, leaving them vulnerable and desperate.

Meanwhile, General Canby received reinforcements from Colorado,

awaiting their arrival at Fort Union. This strategic maneuver was aimed at

consolidating forces to better engage Sibley's troops. Among the

reinforcements was nearly a thousand volunteers led by Major John Milton

Chivington, who undertook a grueling march to bolster the Union’s resolve.

The first significant clash occurred at Apache Canyon, where Chivington’s

forces achieved a decisive victory against a smaller Confederate group,

bolstering his reputation as a commander. This initial success set the stage

for a confrontation with a larger contingent of Confederates at Glorieta Pass,

where intense fighting ensued. Despite the fierce engagement leading to a

tactical stalemate, the Union forces successfully blocked Confederate access

to Fort Union, a crucial victory for the Union cause.

Capitalizing on their momentum, Chivington led a daring raid on the

Confederate supply train in the canyon, seizing wagons laden with crucial

supplies. His order to execute Texan prisoners demonstrated a ruthless

determination to cripple Confederate operations further, ensuring that the

resource-scarcity for the Confederates deepened.
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In response to these conflicts and losses, Sibley ultimately resolved to

abandon New Mexico, retracing his steps despite earlier achievements.

Canby implemented a strategy designed to compel Sibley to retreat, closely

following his forces without engaging in direct combat. This tactical

approach allowed the Union to maintain pressure without risking further

losses.

As the Confederate forces retreated under harsh conditions, their ranks

thinned considerably due to disease and starvation, leading to widespread

suffering. Sibley's leadership faced serious scrutiny as the campaign

crumbled, revealing the utter failure of Confederate ambitions in New

Mexico and the devastating loss of life and resources incurred in the effort.

Ultimately, the Union forces opted not to pursue a final confrontation,

effectively ending the Confederate campaign in New Mexico. This decision

reflected the shifting dynamics of the Civil War in the region, as the Union

solidified its position and underscored the profound impact of logistics and

resource management on the outcomes of military engagements.
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Chapter 39 Summary: THE ROUND FOREST

Chapter 39: The Round Forest

The Aftermath of Conflict  

Following the Texans' departure, the war in New Mexico raged on, as the

locals began to heal from their struggles against Confederate forces. Amidst

the chaos, the Navajos, under the leadership of Manuelito, seized the

opportunity. Exploiting the military’s distraction, they launched an

aggressive campaign of raids, driven by historical grievances, resulting in

property damages amounting to a staggering $250,000 in 1862.

Calls for Action  

In response to the escalating violence, there was a growing public demand

for action against the Navajo incursions. Colonel Edward Canby, whose

focus had primarily been on combating the Confederates, started to

formulate a strategic plan aimed at neutralizing the Navajo threat and

considering the establishment of a formal reservation for the tribe. However,

before his plans could materialize, Canby was promoted to general and

reassigned, leaving this critical issue unresolved.
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The Arrival of Brig. Gen. James Henry Carleton  

Brig. Gen. James Henry Carleton succeeded Canby, entering the scene as a

meticulous and ambitious leader enveloped in a strict moral framework.

Though commendable in his ethics, Carleton's resolute approach would have

dire ramifications for U.S.-Native American relations. His formidable

military background and a genuine interest in the lives of Indigenous peoples

influenced his vision for a reformed New Mexico.

Carleton’s Vision and Background  

Carleton, trained amidst the rich traditions of New England and

battle-hardened from various military campaigns, harbored a deep disdain

for what he called the "Navajo problem." His encounters in the

Southwest—forged in a backdrop of cultural discord and military

unrest—propelled him to seek transformative solutions for the region’s

complicated issues.

A Fateful Encounter with Kit Carson  

The pivotal friendship between Carleton and the legendary frontiersman Kit

Carson began when Carleton came to Carson's aid during a perilous meeting

with Cheyenne warriors. This incident marked the onset of a relationship

that would significantly shape their roles in the ongoing struggle with the
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Navajo.

Carleton’s Exploration of the Pecos River  

As Carleton surveyed the Pecos River area, he discovered a lush region that

he envisioned as the "Round Forest." He believed this picturesque spot could

serve as a military outpost, providing a framework for balancing settler and

native needs amid the tumult of frontier life. His aspirations for the Round

Forest underscored his idealistic perspective on resolving the tensions

pervading the area.

The Bonds of Friendship  

Over the years, Carleton and Carson's friendship grew, initially marked by

Carleton's skepticism towards Carson's methods. Yet, witnessing Carson’s

exceptional tracking abilities and their shared experiences in the hostile

territories forged a bond of mutual respect. This relationship was further

cemented through lighthearted wagers that showcased their camaraderie,

revealing the personal connections that often emerged against the backdrop

of conflict.

In this chapter, we witness the intricate and often tumultuous dynamics

between the U.S. military and Native Americans, alongside the personal

relationships that developed during a pivotal time in American history. The
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evolving interactions between Carleton, Carson, and the Navajo people set

the stage for the unfolding narrative of conflict and resolution in the

American West.
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Chapter 40: CHILDREN OF THE MIST

Chapter 40: CHILDREN OF THE MIST

Summary of James Carleton's Role in the Mountain Meadows Massacre

In 1857, Major James Carleton, a dragoon officer, became central to

investigating the Mountain Meadows Massacre, a tragic event where a

caravan of Arkansas emigrants, known as the Fancher Party, was brutally

killed. Initially, the attack was blamed on Paiute Indians, but Carleton's

diligent investigation revealed that members of the local Mormon

community were behind the atrocities. This massacre, characterized by the

cold-blooded execution of men, women, and teens—spared only the

children—exposed the deep-seated fears among Mormons regarding Gentile

encroachment in Utah.

Carleton's Memorial and the Aftermath

In the wake of the massacre, Carleton and his troops made efforts to honor

the victims by burying their remains and erecting memorials that denounced

the perpetrators. This harrowing experience significantly impacted Carleton,
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shaping his perspective on violence in the American West and intensifying

his calls for severe repercussions against the Mormon community. After this

assignment, Carleton returned to military service, observing the tragic

decline of California tribes, which compelled him to consider proactive

measures against their impending extinction.

New Reservation Ideals and the Tejon Experiment

Motivated by changing humanitarian attitudes towards Native Americans,

Carleton came to support the establishment of agricultural reservations

aimed at safeguarding tribes from annihilation. He actively participated in an

initiative led by Edward Fitzgerald Beale to create Tejon Farm—a

pioneering model of the reservation system where local tribes could learn to

farm and adapt to the realities of their encroaching surroundings.

Carleton's Plan for the Navajo

Later, as a brigadier general, Carleton aimed to replicate the lessons from the

Tejon experiment for the Navajo people in New Mexico. Capitalizing on the

disarray caused by Confederate threats, he prioritized the establishment of

Fort Sumner at Bosque Redondo, planning to forcibly relocate the Navajos

and impose an agricultural lifestyle under military supervision. This

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


strategy, however, betrayed Naive cultural misunderstandings and an

overreliance on the idea of assimilation.

Harsh Military Strategy and the Mescalero Campaign

Before confronting the Navajos directly, Carleton ordered the renowned

frontiersman Kit Carson to subdue the Mescalero Apaches, viewing this

campaign as a precursor to his broader plan. Although Carson preferred a

more humane approach and resisted some of Carleton's harsher orders, he

ultimately succeeded in capturing the Mescaleros, realigning his efforts with

the general’s overarching goal of relocating Native tribes to Bosque

Redondo.

Carson's Resignation and Views on Indian Affairs

Despite the military successes against the Mescaleros, Carson's resignation

underscored his discomfort with continuing violent campaigns against

Native Americans—who he acknowledged were adapting to survival against

relentless Anglo encroachment. Carson struggled morally with the

implications of forced relocations and the ideological conflict they

represented.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


On the other hand, Carleton remained adamantly insistent that Carson

continue with the Navajo campaign, highlighting the tension between

military goals and the intricate historical dynamics with Native tribes amid

the realities of westward expansion. This friction reflected broader themes of

cultural misunderstanding and the challenges of integration faced by Native

peoples during this tumultuous period in American history.
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Chapter 41 Summary: GENERAL ORDERS NO. 15

Chapter 41 Summary: General Orders No. 15

Campaign Initiation  

The chapter begins in July 1863, marking the onset of a significant military

campaign spearheaded by Colonel Kit Carson aimed at subjugating the

Navajo people. This operation signified a methodical advance into Navajo

territory, setting the stage for a long-term objective focused on displacing

the indigenous population, reflecting the broader context of 19th-century

conflicts between the U.S. government and Native American tribes.

Carson's Command  

Colonel Kit Carson, a seasoned frontiersman and military leader with a

reputation for bravery, was tasked with leading nearly a thousand troops,

composed of U.S. Army soldiers and volunteers from various tribes, notably

the Utes. Carson believed that the Utes' historical enmity with the Navajos

would enhance the U.S. forces' intimidation factor. Although he felt uneasy

about the campaign's moral implications, he accepted the difficult

assignment, underscoring the complexities of leadership during wartime.
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Military Objectives  

The campaign was driven by a stark ultimatum issued by General James

Carleton, which demanded the Navajo leaders surrender by July 20. Their

failure to respond prompted Carleton to declare a total war on the Navajo,

framing their inaction as justifiable grounds for military aggression. This

ultimatum set a precedent for the brutal measures that followed.

General Orders No. 15  

In a formal declaration known as General Orders No. 15, Carleton

characterized the Navajos as “hostile” and justified the campaign as a

necessary response to their perceived threats against New Mexico settlers.

The orders outlined specific military goals, including the destruction of vital

crops and resources integral to the survival of the Navajo people, indicating

a strategy aimed at crippling their ability to resist.

Destruction and Strategy  

Carson implemented a scorched earth strategy, systematically targeting and

decimating Navajo crops and supplies in an effort to compel surrender

without engaging in direct conflict, which was hard due to the Navajo's

adeptness at evasion. This tactical choice led to widespread desolation,

creating a dire food scarcity among the Navajo population.
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Failures and Frustrations  

As the campaign unfolded, Carson encountered numerous obstacles,

including unproductive forays and dwindling morale among his troops.

Reports began to surface detailing frustrations regarding the lack of tangible

results, coupled with increasing pressure from Carleton for regular updates

on progress, showcasing the disconnect between strategic expectations and

on-ground realities.

Communication Breakdown  

Compounding Carson's difficulties was a critical incident where a group of

Navajo messengers seeking peace was mishandled by one of Carson's

subordinates. This misstep exacerbated the existing mistrust between the

Navajos and the U.S. forces, highlighting the fragile nature of

communication and the stakes involved in negotiation during conflict.

Carson's Challenges  

Carson's internal turmoil is central to the chapter, as he grappled with

insufficient leadership from his officers and the mounting pressures for

aggressive action from Carleton. His increasing sense of despair regarding

the campaign's trajectory encapsulates the larger themes of military
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inadequacy and the harsh reality of waging war against a resourceful and

determined foe.

Conclusion  

By the conclusion of the chapter, Carson found himself overwhelmed by

Carleton's unrealistic demands, including the daunting task of invading the

formidable Canyon de Chelly. The chapter paints a poignant portrait of the

complexities of commanding troops in the face of entrenched conflict and

moral dilemmas, culminating in a narrative that reflects the turbulent

realities of this historical period.
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Chapter 42 Summary: FORTRESS ROCK

Chapter 42: Fortress Rock Summary

In this chapter, the historical context of the Navajo people’s resilience is set

against the menacing backdrop of Kit Carson’s military approach to Canyon

de Chelly. This canyon, long perceived as a sanctuary due to its protective

supernatural elements, particularly the Spider Woman goddess, had been a

refuge for the Navajos during times of turmoil.

As Carson's forces drew near, the Navajos prepared for potential

confrontation, stockpiling food and revitalizing ancient Anasazi pathways

leading to Fortress Rock. This natural citadel within the canyon provided not

only strategic defense but also essential resources for sustaining their

resistance.

By December, as winter set in, around three hundred Navajos had gathered

at Fortress Rock, bracing themselves for a siege. Carson embarked on his

campaign under challenging conditions and soon encountered the Navajo

defenders, who were resolute in their defense.

Complicating Carson’s strategy, Captain Albert Pfeiffer mistakenly entered

Canyon del Muerto instead of the main Canyon de Chelly, inadvertently
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allowing the Navajos at Fortress Rock to remain hidden. His forces initially

met with some success, but as they moved deeper into hostile territory, they

faced increasing resistance from the Navajos, who cleverly executed a water

retrieval operation under the soldiers’ watch, exemplifying their indomitable

spirit.

As Carson awaited Pfeiffer's arrival, he conducted reconnaissance, anxious

about the campaign’s progression. When they finally reunited, they were

met with a weary but defiant group of Navajos, prompting Carson to

intensify military pressure and push for more surrenders.

The situation for the Navajos grew dire as starvation became evident,

prompting Carson to shift his approach. Recognizing the need for a more

compassionate strategy, he began to extend diplomatic overtures to those

willing to surrender, promising safety and support.

However, while seeking to assert control, Carson issued orders for the

destruction of the Navajo's peach orchards, a critical aspect of their cultural

identity. This act stirred deep resentment among the Navajo community,

starkly contrasting with Carson's celebrated reputation upon returning to Fort

Canby.

Celebrated as a hero, Carson was confronted with the harsh reality of his

campaign's humanitarian consequences. Many surrendering Navajos arrived

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


in a state of desperation, revealing the toll of his military actions and the

inadequate resources provided to them.

As Carson reveled in his perceived triumph over the Navajo resistance, his

own health began to deteriorate, serving as a grim reminder of the personal

costs of the conflict. He grappled with the weight of his decisions,

recognizing the fractured legacy he left among the Navajo people and within

himself, highlighting the enduring human cost of the struggle.
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Chapter 43 Summary: THE LONG WALK

Chapter 43: The Long Walk - Summary

In this chapter, the narrative centers on the tragic forced march of the Navajo

people to Bosque Redondo in New Mexico, illuminating their immense

suffering during a pivotal moment in their history. The journey symbolizes

not just logistical displacement but also the emotional and spiritual toll of

being uprooted from their ancestral lands.

The Journey East

As the Navajos embarked on their eastward march, they were driven by a

complex interplay of hope for a better future and the fear of the unknown.

Each arduous step took them further from their sacred homeland,

particularly the revered Blue Bead Mountain, intensifying their anguish.

This forced migration was not merely a physical journey; it was deeply

rooted in the emotional scars of their unjust suffering inflicted by the federal

government and military.

Living Conditions and Supplies

Their trek was met with inadequate provisions, as they received meager,
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often spoiled rations. The winter conditions were brutal, leading to

widespread illness among the stragglers. The harsh reality of the journey

took a devastating toll, with many succumbing to the elements and the

oppressive conditions.

General Carleton’s Perspective

General Carleton, the architect behind the Navajo relocation, viewed this

event through the lens of Manifest Destiny. For him, the march represented

America's destined expansion westward, a heroic venture that starkly

contrasted with the suffering experienced by the Navajos. His detachment

from the devastating realities faced by the Indigenous community

underscores a critical disjunction between military objectives and human

tragedy.

Arrival at Bosque Redondo

Upon their arrival at Bosque Redondo, the Navajos were met with a lush

landscape, offering a deceptive promise of relief. However, the challenges of

adapting to a reservation life began to emerge, complicating their efforts to

establish a new existence separate from their valued traditions and ways of

life.

Agricultural Efforts and Challenges
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Aiming for self-sufficiency, Carleton intended to cultivate agriculture among

the Navajos, initiating the planting of crops like corn. Initially, this prospect

filled the community with aspirations of prosperity. Yet, the realities soon

became apparent: water quality issues and the absence of necessary

resources impeded their efforts, transforming hope into hardship.

Superintendent Carson's Role

With Kit Carson appointed as superintendent to oversee the transition, he

encountered immense challenges. His intentions to assist were often

hindered by conflicts between the Navajos and the neighboring Mescalero

Apaches, housing disputes, and obstacles in educational efforts for the

children. The complexities of his role underscored the struggles he faced

trying to create a conducive environment for the Navajos amidst growing

tensions.

Emerging Problems

Alongside intertribal strife, the Navajos confronted health crises such as

dysentery and venereal diseases, largely stemming from the deplorable

living conditions. Furthermore, outside threats like Comanche raids

exacerbated their vulnerabilities.
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The Failure of Agriculture

Just as the Navajos began to glimpse hope with their corn crops, a hidden

plague of cutworms devastated their agricultural efforts, deepening their

despair as the looming prospect of starvation hung over them with winter's

approach.

This chapter poignantly captures the resilience of the Navajo people amidst

profound suffering and loss, highlighting their unwavering spirit in the face

of immense adversity and the broader implications of their forced march,

emblematic of cultural erasure and the struggle for survival.
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Chapter 44: ADOBE WALLS

Chapter 44: Adobe Walls Summary

Kit Carson's New Mission  

In September 1864, famed frontiersman Kit Carson transitioned from his

brief tenure as a reservation superintendent to leading a new mission.

General Carleton tasked him with spearheading an expedition against the

Comanche tribe, who had ramped up their attacks on settlers and disrupted

supply lines in Texas amidst the backdrop of the Civil War.

Escalating Violence of the Comanches  

The surge in Comanche violence was partly fueled by external influences,

particularly Confederate sympathizers who encouraged the tribe to target

Union supply routes. Recognizing the urgent threat posed by the Comanche

raids, General Carleton selected Carson for this delicate mission, given his

extensive experience in skirmishes with Native tribes.

Carson's Physical Condition  

Despite his reputation for bravery and tactical prowess, Carson was
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grappling with deteriorating health. He was acutely aware of the challenges

ahead, especially in facing the Comanche, a fierce and formidable opponent,

particularly known for their agility and effective warfare strategies.

Preparation for the Expedition  

On November 12, 1864, Carson commenced the expedition, leading around

400 men, including Ute scouts. His orders emphasized the necessity of

punitive action against the Comanches, with a particular caution to avoid

casualties among women and children. The strategic timing of the mission

aimed to strike at the Comanche’s expansive winter camps, which would be

less mobile in the colder months.

The March and Initial Engagements  

After two weeks of arduous trekking through demanding terrain, Carson's

forces encountered significant encampments of Comanche and Kiowa tribes.

In a bold tactical move, Carson orchestrated a nighttime assault on a Kiowa

village, successfully destroying it and seizing valuable plunder, though some

captives remained unaccounted for.

Battle at Adobe Walls  

The critical confrontation occurred on November 24 at Adobe Walls, where
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Carson's forces were met by an overwhelming number of Comanche

warriors, who launched relentless attacks. Despite facing daunting odds,

Carson demonstrated commendable leadership, utilizing disciplined

formations and artillery support to maintain an advantageous position.

Tactical Retreat  

As the battle escalated and the situation grew increasingly precarious,

Carson made the difficult but wise decision to execute a tactical retreat

rather than risk a catastrophic defeat. This maneuver, carried out with

precision, ensured minimal casualties for his men and allowed them to

regroup and withdraw effectively.

Aftermath of the Battle  

Though Carson managed to avoid substantial losses, the battle at Adobe

Walls represented a tactical setback for his mission. Remarkably, General

Carleton hailed the expedition as a success, despite its fierce challenges.

Upon returning from the campaign, Carson was deeply disturbed by the

recent Sand Creek massacre, in which Colonel Chivington’s troops killed

over 150 Cheyenne, including women and children. This brutal act horrified

him; Carson condemned such violence against non-combatants, reflecting on

the moral complexities inherent in the ongoing conflicts between settlers and

Native Americans. His experiences encapsulated the tumultuous and often
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tragic nature of American expansion, underscoring the ongoing struggles for

both settlers and indigenous peoples.
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Chapter 45 Summary: THE CONDITION OF THE
TRIBES

Chapter 45: The Condition of the Tribes

General Carleton's Urgency  

In the wake of the devastating crop failures of 1864, General Carleton found

himself deeply concerned about the welfare of the Navajos, whose

community was facing starvation. Understanding the government's duty

towards Native Americans, Carleton acted decisively to send emergency

food and supplies to the Bosque Redondo, the designated reservation for the

Navajo people. He introduced provisions such as sheep and promoted

resourcefulness, encouraging the Navajos to adopt new dietary habits

focused on utilizing all parts of the animals for sustenance.

Attempts to Boost Morale  

Carleton not only aimed to provide immediate relief but also sought to instill

a sense of hope among the Navajos. He motivated them to labor towards a

better harvest in the following year while orchestrating various

improvements on the reservation, such as tree planting and enhancing living

conditions. His thoroughness in managing these initiatives underscored his
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anxiety over the tribes' dire situation.

Challenges with Manuelito  

A key figure in Carleton’s strategy was Manuelito, a revered Navajo leader

whose capture Carleton viewed as essential to quelling native resistance.

Despite Carleton’s attempts at negotiation, Manuelito remained steadfast in

his commitment to his land and community, rejecting the notion of forced

relocation. After secretly visiting Bosque Redondo, Manuelito was met with

a grim reality: his people were suffering from illness, food shortages, and

desolation, undermining their traditional way of life.

Struggles at Bosque Redondo  

At the Bosque Redondo, conditions continued to worsen, characterized by

rampant disease and inadequate food supplies that led to a profound sense of

hopelessness among the Navajos. Traditional healing practices faltered in

the absence of their native resources, and efforts to foster agriculture were

met with relentless difficulties.

Dissatisfaction of Mescalero Apaches  

Compounding the situation, the Mescalero Apaches, who shared the

reservation, grew increasingly frustrated with imposed agricultural practices.
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Their discontent culminated in a daring plan to escape the reservation,

during which they took some horses with them, leaving the Navajos further

isolated and struggling in the face of growing adversity.

Growing Criticism of Carleton's Strategy  

As the costs of Carleton's endeavors mounted and self-sufficiency for the

tribes remained elusive, criticism of his management began to surface.

Observers began labeling his efforts as a costly miscalculation, advocating

for the relocation of the Navajos back to their ancestral lands, where they

could better sustain themselves.

Political Developments and Congressional Inquiry  

With the conclusion of the Civil War, focus shifted back to tensions in the

Indian Wars. Senator Doolittle launched an investigation into the

management at Bosque Redondo, exposing the dire conditions and the

mismanagement that had flourished under Carleton's watch. The resulting

documentation fueled public outrage and drew attention to the injustices

faced by the native tribes.

Carleton's Defiant Stance  

In light of increasing scrutiny and scandal, Carleton remained resolute,
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defending his methods as essential for the Navajo’s survival. Nevertheless,

he expressed a grim outlook on the future of Native Americans, suggesting

that he believed their existence was destined to diminish over time.

Transfer of Control  

Amid growing frustrations and calls for accountability, control of Bosque

Redondo was shifted from the military to the Indian Bureau, marking a

significant change in the administration of the reservation system as the

failures became evident.

Final Days of the Navajos at Bosque Redondo  

Even with Carleton's removal from leadership, the situation at the

reservation continued to deteriorate. Manuelito, after enduring significant

hardship, ultimately surrendered with a weakened faction of his followers.

As the despair deepened among the Navajos, whispers of an impending visit

from a notable figure in Washington sparked cautious optimism that

potential changes could offer a new direction for their future.
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Chapter 46 Summary: CROSSING PURGATORY

### Chapter 46: Crossing Purgatory

In this poignant chapter, the focus is on Kit Carson, a legendary

frontiersman and explorer, who finds himself gravely ill with an aneurysm at

Fort Lyon. Under the care of Dr. Henry Tilton, Carson faces the reality of

his impending death as the spring season begins to unfold around him,

amplifying his sense of isolation and contemplation on his life’s journey.

Carson's thoughts are filled with concern for his family, particularly his

seven children, whose unruliness adds to his anxiety about the future they

will face without him. Despite his critical condition, the brief visits from two

of his sons provide him with moments of both joy and sorrow. He attempts

to lift their spirits by gifting them small tokens, but his health continues to

wane, creating a stark contrast between his fatherly love and the grim reality

of his fate.

Adding complexity to Carson's character is his promotion to Brevet

Brigadier General, a recognition that comes even as his life hangs in the

balance. He feels a mix of embarrassment and gratitude, reflecting on his

past achievements—notably his role in fostering peace among Native tribes

during his travels. This promotion serves as a bittersweet nod to his status in
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history, one that juxtaposes the harsh truth of his financial struggles and

physical decline.

Determined to seek clarity about his illness, Carson journeys to Washington,

D.C. There, he consults with Dr. Lewis Albert Sayre, who delivers a

sobering diagnosis. During his time in the capital, Carson experiences a brief

resurgence of celebrity, meeting influential individuals and revisiting fond

memories. However, this fleeting fame starkly contrasts with the

life-threatening situation he faces.

Upon his return home, Carson is physically exhausted but momentarily

uplifted by the birth of his daughter, Josefita. This joyous occasion is soon

overshadowed by tragedy, as his wife, Josefa, unexpectedly passes away.

This profound loss plunges Carson into deep grief, further deteriorating his

already fragile health.

In his final days, Carson exhibits fleeting signs of recovery, providing a

glimmer of hope amid the bleakness. Alas, a sudden and violent coughing fit

leads to his demise. He is finally laid to rest beside Josefa, marking a

heartbreaking end to their lives that were intertwined for so long. The

chapter concludes with tributes celebrating his legacy as a pioneering figure

in American history, reflecting on both his triumphs and the personal price

he paid throughout his remarkable journey.
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