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CrossMy Heart Summary
Healing hearts and confronting truthsin aworld of addiction.
Written by New Y ork Central Park Page Turners Books Club
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About the book

In "Cross My Heart," a poignant installment of Robin Lee Hatcher's Legacy
of Faith series, the lives of Ashley Showalter and Ben Henning unfold in the
picturesque Boise Valley, where their shared love for horses becomes a
means of healing and redemption. Both shaped by difficult childhoods as the
children of single mothers, they find refuge in their work: Ashley
passionately commits to rescuing horses, while Ben operates an equine

therapy barn on his family’s ancestral land.

Astheir relationship blossoms, the complexities of their pasts threaten to
cast a shadow over their potential happiness. Ben is arecovering alcoholic,
struggling to maintain his sobriety in the face of personal turmoil, while
Ashley wrestles with her brother’ s battle against opioid addiction. Her
concerns about emotional chaos and the risks of love weigh heavily on her

heart.

Throughout the narrative, Ashley confronts her own prejudices and fears,
grappling with the challenge of opening her heart to Ben. Thisinner conflict
mirrors the broader themes of healing, faith, and the possibility of a shared
future amidst struggles. As they navigate the delicate balance between love
and personal trials, the story underscores the transformative power of faith
and connection. Ultimately, "Cross My Heart" invites readersto reflect on

the strength required to embrace vulnerability and the hope that liesin
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redemption.
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About the author

Certainly! Here' s a smooth and logical summary of the chapters from Robin
Lee Hatcher's work, incorporating necessary background and character

information as needed:

In the chapters we explore, the narrative pivots around themes of faith,
personal growth, and the complexities of love. The central character, often a
woman facing pivotal life changes, grapples with her past decisions and
current challenges. With a strong emphasis on the influence of faith in daily
life, the protagonist finds herself at a crossroads, where the choices she
makes will determine not just her future but also her relationships with those

around her.

Asthe story unfolds, we meet several key characters, including a supportive
best friend who embodies unwavering loyalty and a romantic interest who
introduces moments of both joy and tension. Thislove interest often
represents a contrasting viewpoint on life, prompting the protagonist to
reevaluate her beliefs and aspirations. The author skillfully weaves their
backgrounds into the narrative, enriching the reader's understanding of each

character's motivations.
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Set against the backdrop of picturesque Idaho, the natural scenery reflects
the inner turmoil and growth of the characters. Hatcher uses these
descriptive elements not only to enhance the setting but to symbolize the

journey of finding peace and purpose.

The chapters are punctuated by moments of self-reflection, leading to
significant life lessons that resonate deeply with the reader. These insights
often emerge through touching dialogues and poignant moments that
underscore the importance of forgiveness and the strength derived from
faith.

Asthe story progresses, obstacles arise—be it personal crises,
misunderstandings, or external challenges—that test the protagonist's
resolve. Through these trials, Hatcher expertly demonstrates the resilience of

the human spirit and the transformative power of love and community.

Ultimately, the chapters culminate in aturning point where the protagonist
must make a crucial decision, reflecting the culmination of everything she's
learned throughout her journey. It becomes evident that while the path may
be fraught with hardship, the rewards of love, faith, and self-discovery create

anarrative that is both heartwarming and inspiring.

In summary, Hatcher's chapters encapsul ate an emotional voyage, rich with
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character development, thematic depth, and afirm belief in the redemptive
power of love and faith—elements that are hallmarks of her storytelling

Prowess.

This summary captures the essence and flow of the chapters while
maintaining logical coherence and emotional depth, consistent with Robin

L ee Hatcher's signature style.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Chapter 1

Chapter 1 Summary: "CrossMy Heart"

In the introductory chapter of "Cross My Heart," we meet Ben Henning, a
man in his thirties with a deep-seated dream: to transform his inherited
family farm into a sanctuary for equine therapy known as Harmony Barn. As
he drives through the picturesque rural landscape of southwestern |daho,

Ben grapples with the challenges he has faced over the past six months,
including financial obstacles and skepticism from professionalsin the

mental health field. Despite these setbacks, he feels compelled to pursue

what he believesis adivine calling.

Ben's reflections also reveal a personal history marked by guilt stemming
from a past friendship with a man named Craig. This sense of responsibility
to help others serves as an avenue for Ben to seek redemption, hinting that
his community-driven ambitions may be aform of atonement for unresolved
issues in his past. His journey leads him to the farm of Ashley Showalter,
whom he's heard could assist him in sourcing horses for his therapy

program.

Ashley, a hardworking and resourceful woman, is at her own farm, laboring

in the August heat to complete a new shelter for her horses. When Ben
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arrives, heisimmediately struck by her commitment and appearance, but he
quickly refocuses on their professional connection. Their conversation

reveals Ashley's passion for equine therapy, and although sheisintrigued by
Ben's project, her caution leads her to emphasi ze the importance of assessing

his setup before she can agree to assist him.

As Ben shares his vision, he recounts how equine therapy played a crucial
role in his own healing during tough times. His genuine intentions resonate
with Ashley, who finds herself battling an unexpected attraction to him.
Nonetheless, she remains practical, agreeing to contemplate his proposals

with conditions to ensure her involvement is grounded.

The chapter concludes with Ben feeling rejuvenated and inspired by their
encounter, yet he cannot ignore the pressure from his mother, who is critical
of his plans and urges him to sell the farm. This familial tension adds
another layer to Ben's character, as he struggles to assert his identity and

purpose in a space that holds deep personal significance.

Key Themesand Character Development:

- Redemption and Healing: Both Ben and Ashley are on journeys of
healing; Ben seeks redemption through helping others, while Ashley finds

solace and purpose in her work with horses.

- Faith and Deter mination: Ben'’s faith guides his choices, illuminating
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his steadfast commitment to creating a meaningful space for othersin need.
- Caution vs. Desire: Ashley's hesitance about romantic entanglements
reflects her independence and past hurt, setting the stage for her personal
growth throughout the story.

- Family Dynamics: The strained relationship between Ben and his

mother highlights ongoing themes of familial conflict, individual growth,
and the quest for self-definition.

Through evocative imagery and authentic dialogue, this chapter lays the
groundwork for a narrative rich with connections, hope, and the promise of
new beginnings. As Ben and Ashley navigate their complex ambitions and
past experiences, readers are drawn into their evolving stories, eager to

witness the unfolding of their intertwined paths.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Chapter 2

In Chapter 2 of "Cross My Heart," Ashley arrives at Ben Henning'sidyllic
farm, a serene oasis untouched by the encroachment of urban development.
The setting, characterized by a charming white house, a weathered red barn,
and sprawling green fields, evokes a poignant sense of nostalgia. As she
meets Ben, Ashley is pleasantly surprised by his gentlemanly demeanor,

which challenges her previous notions about men.

During atour of the farm, Ben shares his ambitious vision for an equine
therapy program, driven by his passion for rescuing horses—a commitment
that stems from regret over a past incident where he mistreated a horse. This
vulnerable admission resonates deeply with Ashley, who harbors her own
ambitions in horse rescue. Y et, she hesitates, cautious about getting

emotionally entangled in Ben's plans.

Perceptive to her reluctance, Ben reassures Ashley about his intentions and
expresses hope for a collaborative effort in their shared mission of aiding
horses in need. After the tour, he provides her with contact details for his
veterinarian and the counselor he intends to work with, paving the way for

potential partnership.

Asthe narrative unfolds, we gain insight into Ben's past—a tragic event that

took atoll on him and his best friend, Craig. This haunting memory shapes
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Ben's quest for redemption and drives his ambition for the farm. He yearns
for arenewed purpose, eager to make amends and positively impact the lives

of others, particularly horsesin distress.

Ben later pays avisit to his grandfather, Grant, at a retirement community.
Their conversation delves into family history and the legacy of the farm.
Grandpa Grant offers his unwavering support for Ben's aspirations,
reminding him that prayers may be answered in unexpected ways. The
chapter artfully weaves themes of redemption, the desire to help those in
need, and the profound connections between past experiences and future

goals—all set against the poignant backdrop of a changing world.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 3 Summary: Chapter 3

In Chapter 3, Ashley embarks on a pivotal journey as she discovers a gentle
mare that she believes embodies the spirit of equine therapy. Despite her
friends doubting her emotional connection to the horse, Ashley feels a deep
instinct that this mare is destined for the Harmony Barn, her envisioned
sanctuary for therapy and healing. Feeling a sense of urgency, she reaches
out to Ben Henning, the passionate leader of the therapy program, who is

excited to integrate the new horse into their work.

The chapter takes areflective turn as Ashley shares lunch with her mother at
the Silver Spoon diner, atreasured spot steeped in memories of her late
father. During this meal, a subtle tension arises; Ashley’s mother expresses
her curiosity about her daughter's love life, while Ashley enthusiastically
recounts her newfound obsession with horses. This moment highlights the
generational disconnect between them, as Ashley's mom strugglesto fully
grasp her daughter's passion, illuminating a broader theme of

misunderstandings and differing priorities within family dynamics.

Simultaneoudly, we get a glimpse into Ben's enriching life outside of his
therapy work. Heis active in a church group that not only engagesin Bible
study but also fosters a strong sense of brotherhood. During a meeting, he
shares the exciting news about securing hisfirst horse, receiving an

overwhelming wave of encouragement and support from the group. Their
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collective backing underscores the importance of community and faith,

illustrating how these bonds provide strength in pursuing one's goals.

|nterwoven throughout the chapter is a poignant historical flashback to 1940,
where we find Andrew and Helen—a couple navigating the looming
uncertainties of war. Andrew contemplates the implications of the draft
while discussing future farming endeavors with Helen, showcasing their
resilience and commitment to each other amidst dire circumstances. This
parallel narrative enriches the story, connecting the enduring themes of love

and perseverance across different eras.

Thus, the chapter intertwines themes of connection, passion, and community
support through the distinct but relatable experiences of Ashley, Ben,
Andrew, and Helen, highlighting their respective journeys and the universal
challenges they confront.
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Chapter 4: Chapter 4

In Chapter 4 of "Cross My Heart," Ben isfilled with a childlike excitement
as he anticipates the arrival of a sorrel mare that Ashley isbringing to his
barn. The horse is acalm, gentle creature, suitable for beginners, and though
Ben knows little about her, he instinctively trusts Ashley’s judgment. Upon
her arrival, he immediately forms a connection with the mare and begins

pondering a name for her.

Asthey share this moment, the chapter degpens their characters through a
meaningful conversation. Ashley reveals her aspirations of owning land
someday and talks about her job in retail, while Ben opens up about his past
as a construction business owner, now focusing on his new venture, the
Harmony Barn. There’'s an underlying tension as Ben finds himself

wondering if Ashley has a boyfriend, intrigued by her passion for horses.

However, the mood shifts dramatically when Ashley receives acall from her
mother regarding her older brother, Dylan, who is struggling with addiction.
This conversation unveils Ashley’s complicated feelings—caught between
concern and frustration over Dylan's choices and their repercussions on their
family dynamics, particularly how their mother enables his behavior.
Despite her turmoil, she decides to support her brother by writing him a

letter, indicating her commitment to family despite their difficulties.
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This chapter delicately intertwines themes of family loyalty, addiction
struggles, and dreams for the future, all while allowing the budding
friendship between Ben and Ashley to grow as they confront their personal
challenges. The chapter concludes with a brief interlude to Andrew and
Hirsch in the past, aluding to their battles with the harsh realities of war and

education, and reflecting on enduring themes of hope and perseverance that
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Chapter 5 Summary: Chapter 5

In Chapter 5 of "Cross My Heart," Ben grapples with the weight of his past
as he seeks to reconnect with his old friend Craig. Fresh from arecovery
program, Ben waits in his truck outside a gym, haunted by guilt over atragic
accident that altered both their lives. Despite his anxiety and fear of
rgjection, he makes the difficult decision to approach Craig, who is now

dependent on awheelchair.

Their encounter is fraught with tension; Craig’s bitterness and rejection of
Ben's attempts at reconciliation serve as a painful reminder of the impact of
Ben's cowardice during their darkest moments. Craig's resentment reveals
the deep scars | eft by their shared history, emphasizing the chasm that

remains between them despite Ben's longing to mend their friendship.

Simultaneously, we encounter Ashley, another character facing her past. She
runs into Paul Redding, a man whose insincere flattery and manipulative
demeanor trigger painful memories of their tumultuous relationship. This
encounter prompts Ashley to reaffirm her commitment to alife focused on
her passion for animals, rather than romantic entanglements, showcasing her

desire for acam and fulfilling existence away from drama.

The chapter concludes with poignant flashbacks to Andrew’ s family

preparing for a Thanksgiving dinner. Asthey navigate the tensions of a
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world marred by war, Andrew and his son Ben have a heartfelt discussion
about aspirations and the importance of supporting their country. This
exchange encapsulates the generational struggles families face amid duty

and fear, enriching the narrative with themes of responsibility and legacy.

Throughout the chapter, themes of forgiveness, regret, and the complexity of
interpersonal relationships are explored, with characters confronting their
pasts while attempting to navigate their futures. The seamless intertwining
of their storiesillustrates the weight of history and the enduring hope for

redemption and connection.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Chapter 6

Chapter 6 Summary

In this chapter, we are introduced to Nicki Day, a vivacious woman in her
sixties who has a passion for horses and a deep-seated desire to help others.
During avisit to her transformed stable at Shady Lane, which is nestled in
the scenic Boise foothills, Ben Henning finds himself inspired by her
commitment to the community. Nicki enthusiastically offers her support for
Ben's vision of a horse program, presenting him with val uable equipment
and the remarkable gift of a horse named Paisley. Ben is |eft astonished and
grateful, signaling the birth of a promising partnership rooted in community
spirit and a shared goal of healing and growth.

Meanwhile, Ashley, atireless horse rescuer, is confronted with the
emotional burden of her volunteer work. She witnesses the dire
consequences of neglect and abuse on a small herd of malnourished horses,
igniting her feelings of anger and compassion. Her determination shines
through when she collaborates with Rory, another rescuer, to transport two
of the abandoned horses. This act highlights her unwavering commitment to

protecting these vulnerable animals, despite the challenges they face.

Upon returning home, Ashley is greeted by Ben, who shares his exciting
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news about recent donations, including horses and tack, that invigorate their
connection. However, the stark reality of her undernourished rescues casts a
shadow over the moment. In this exchange, Ben admires Ashley's bravery
and offersto assist with the horses' care, reinforcing the theme of mutual

support in their shared mission.

Interspersed within the current narrative are flashbacks that provide insight
into Ben's past. These moments reveal a conversation between Ben's brother,
Andrew, and his sons, Oscar and Ben, about love, responsibilities, and the
joys of family life. This backdrop adds emotional depth, emphasizing the
values of kinship and the importance of nurturing rel ationships—both with

people and animals.

Ultimately, this chapter beautifully weaves together themes of community
support, the healing power of compassion, and the complexities of
caregiving, illustrating how personal growth and collective efforts shape the

characters lives and their shared mission of rescuing and nurturing horses.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 7 Summary: Chapter 7

In Chapter 7, we explore the fraught relationship between Ben and his
mother, Wendy. Ben arrives at her house ostensibly to fix aleaky kitchen
sink, but he quickly realizes that their encounters are often fraught with
tension and conflict. Wendy's habitual criticism soon surfaces; she chastises
Ben for not spending enough time with her and questions his faith. Despite
her harsh remarks, Ben tries to keep his cool, reminding himself to stay

composed and responsible for his responses.

As he works on the sink, Wendy divulges her troubling intention to declare
Ben's grandfather incompetent, a scheme that appalls him. Ben's anger boils
as he understands her ulterior motive: she seeks control over the family
farm, which Grandpa Grant has chosen to leave to Ben instead of her. This
revelation deepens Ben' s disillusionment with his mother, and after a heated

exchange, he leaves her home, feeling the weight of her selfishness.

In contrast to this familial upheaval, Ben finds refuge at the farm where he
meets Ashley. After atough day at work, she appreciates Ben's visit and they
share a light-hearted moment that provides a much-needed respite from their
respective stressors. As they converse, Ashley opens up about her struggles,
and Ben listens attentively, nurturing the budding friendship between them.
They cap off the day with plans for dinner, signifying the deepening of their

connection.
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The chapter concludes with Ben contemplating his mother's threats and the
love he harbors for his grandfather. He resolves to protect both his
grandfather and the family farm from Wendy’ s manipulative tactics. This
chapter skillfully interweaves themes of familial duty, persona
responsibility, and the complex interplay of love and resentment, illustrating
Ben's efforts to navigate his challenging family dynamics while cultivating

supportive connections outside of them.
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Chapter 8: Chapter 8

Chapter 8 Summary

In this chapter, we explore Ashley'sinternal struggle as she attempts to write
a heartfelt letter to her estranged brother, Dylan. Following their father's
death, their relationship has become strained, leaving Ashley feeling the
weight of their unresolved issues. As she pens her thoughts, she amsto
uplift Dylan with stories from her life on the homestead—highlighting her
work with rescued horses and her involvement in a horse therapy program
that aids both neglected animals and troubled youth. This letter signifies her
desire for reconciliation and reconnects with the bond of love that till ties

her to Dylan, despite their conflicts.

The narrative then transitions as Ashley prepares for a dinner date with Ben,
anew acguai ntance who embodies an opportunity for friendship and
potential romance. Eager to make a good impression and step out of her
chaotic routine, she tidies her home, a reflection of her desire to embrace
change and new beginnings. Ben's arrival with flowers sets a delightful tone

for their evening, infusing their meeting with warmth and promise.

During their dinner, laughter flows freely, and deeper connections begin to

surface as they share personal stories.Navigating the themes of family and
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personal struggles, Ashley opens up about her complicated feelings towards
Dylan and her nostalgia for better times when they were inseparable. In
contrast, Ben reveals his aspirations related to his own equine therapy
initiative, emphasizing his commitment to making a positive impact in the

world.

Through their conversations, the chapter beautifully intertwines themes of
familial love, hope, and the healing nature of human connection. As Ashley
and Ben's relationship develops, it hints at the potential for healing not only

in her fractured sibling bond but also within new friendships and romantic

aventies that lie ahead danalina aiolirnev toward emotional restoration for
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Chapter 9 Summary: Chapter 9

In Chapter 9 of "Cross My Heart," the narrative centers on Ashley, a

passionate equestrian who longs for escapism in the mountains, but is
tethered by her commitment to two rescue horses. As sherides her beloved
buckskin mare, Remington, she reflects on the sacrifices she’s made in her
life for her equestrian dreams, including missing out on college due to

financial difficulties faced by her family.

While caring for her horses, Ashley’s mind drifts to Ben Henning, a man she
recently dined with who has left her wondering about his silence since their
meeting. Just as she contemplates this, Ben calls, seeking her assistance in
evaluating a new horse for his therapy program. Thrilled yet apprehensive,
Ashley agrees to help him later that day.

At the owner’ s paddock, Ashley inspects a gelding intended for Ben's
program but notices troubling signs, particularly a potential hip issue. Her
instincts raise concerns about the seller's honesty. Despite Ben's
disappointment in the horse’ s condition, Ashley reassures him that such

tricks are not uncommon in the horse industry.
During their discussion, they delve into the details of Ben's therapy

program, which is struggling due to alack of horses and volunteers. Ashley

suggests the idea of acquiring an indoor arena, sparking hopein

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Ben—though he quickly douses it with financial realism about the

challenges of expanding his operation.

The chapter also introduces Andrew, Ben'’ s father, who iswrestling with his
son’ s potential enlistment in the military against the backdrop of World War
I1. He feels a sense of helplessness, yearning to offer more support but
recognizing the importance of his responsibilities at home. His reflections
reveal a deep concern for hisfamily’s safety and a personal struggle with his

own limitations.

This chapter masterfully intertwines themes of dedication, aspiration, and
the generational challenges faced by both Ashley and Andrew, emphasizing
their respective commitments as they navigate uncertainty—a young

woman’s love for horses and a father's burden during tumultuous times,
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Chapter 10 Summary: Chapter 10

Summary of Chapter 10

In Chapter 10 of "Cross My Heart," Ashley takes a break from her job to
visit the Richardson ranch in Mountain Home, with the intent of selecting
horses for her beloved Harmony Barn program. Thisinitiative focuses on
using equine therapy to aid those facing personal challenges. Upon her
arrival, Ashley enjoys a heartfelt reunion with Ruth Richardson, a longtime
friend who shares her passion for horses. During their conversation, they
touch on sensitive topics, especially Ashley's brother, Dylan, who has just
entered rehab. Torn between guilt and relief about Dylan's situation, Ashley
finds solace and understanding from Ruth, highlighting the importance of

supportive friendships during tough times.

Asthey explore the ranch, Ashley encounters three horses—Thunder,
Klondike, and Sundowner. Sheis particularly drawn to Thunder and
Sundowner, believing they would integrate seamlessly into her program.
Ruth offersto personally deliver the horses and to meet Ben, the program’s
enthusiastic coordinator. This gesture ignites amix of excitement and
anxiety in Ashley as she considers the implications of involving Ben in her

newfound journey.
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Simultaneoudly, Ben grapples with his own challenges as he interacts with
Guy Turner, aman currently struggling with addiction. Despite Guy'sinitia
resistance, Ben's commitment to offer support shines through. The
conversation serves not only as areflection of Ben's past battles with
sobriety but also as an affirmation of his belief in the potential for healing

and hope, even for those who feel lost.

Alongside this contemporary narrative, a parallel story unfolds through the
reflections of Andrew Henning, who thinks back on the effects of war on his
family. He emphasizes the critical role of faith during turbulent times,
illustrating how scripture provides comfort and courage. Andrew’ sinsights
underscore alegacy of resilience that has been passed down through

generations, reinforcing the chapter's themes.
Key Eventsand Themes

- Connection and Support: The reunion between Ashley and Ruth
underscores the profound impact of friendship as they tackle personal

obstacles together.

- Hope and Healing: Ben' s dedication to aiding Guy reinforces the
overarching theme that recovery is attainable, even amidst despair.

- Faith Amidst Struggles. Andrew's contemplation of faith highlightsits
essentia role during hardship, as well as the enduring spirit of those who

confront adversity.
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- Lovefor Horses: The bond over horses serves as a powerful symbol of

healing and camaraderie, essential to both Ashley and Ruth’sjourneys.
Overadll, this chapter intricately weaves together the lives of individuals

facing personal trials, illustrating the themes of friendship, hope, and the

transformative power of faith in overcoming life's challenges.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Chapter 11

In Chapter 11, Ben invites Ashley to his farmhouse for lunch, but she
declines an invitation to join him at church, hinting at her complicated
feelings about faith and community. Ben is eager about the arrival of new
horses for his equine program, symbolizing his commitment to building a
life centered around his passions. However, this excitement is overshadowed
by the sudden visit from his mother, Wendy, whose critical nature creates an

Immediate tension.

Wendy’ s disdain for the farm and the life Ben has chosen is evident as she
arrives. Despite his attempts to connect and share his enthusiasm about the
horses, she remains distant and dismissive. This strained mother-son
dynamic reveals Ben's deep-seated longing for her approval and the weight
of her disappointment, making it clear that she will never appreciate the

beauty and fulfillment he findsin farm life.

During an uncomfortable lunch filled with underlying tension and Wendy's
jabs about alcohol, Ashley witnesses the rocky relationship firsthand. Wendy
unexpectedly leaves for a smoke, abandoning the meal and leaving Ben
feeling embarrassed and hurt. Her abrupt departure exacerbates the
emotional distance between mother and son, intensifying the sense of

inadequacy Ben feelsin her eyes.
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In an effort to lift Ben's spirits, Ashley suggests they go riding. This
moment indicates a growing bond between them, providing a contrast to the
difficult family dynamics at play. The chapter concludes with a poignant
flashback, revealing young Ben's determination to forge his own path as he
graduates early and enlistsin the Army Air Forces, dreaming of flying
bombers. His heartfelt |etter to his parents reflects a deep longing for home
and familial love, underscoring the stark difference between his past and

present relationship with his mother.

Overall, this chapter explores themes of family conflict, the quest for
acceptance, and the significance of community. As Ben navigates the
choppy waters of his strained relationship with Wendy, he seeks new
connections through his equine program and his blossoming relationship
with Ashley, striving to create a sense of belonging where he feels
understood and accepted.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 12: Chapter 12

In Chapter 12, the emotional weight of family dynamics and personal
struggles takes center stage, particularly focusing on Ashley and her brother
Dylan's ongoing battle with addiction. After reading a heartfelt letter from
Dylan, Ashley is engulfed by amix of heartbreak and anger. The letter
triggers reflections on the people and circumstances that contributed to her
brother's plight, including those who introduced him to drugs and the
healthcare professionals who continued to prescribe opioids despite his
evident misuse. In search of comfort, she turns to her horse, Remington, who
symbolizes a source of unconditional loyalty and reliability, starkly
contrasting with the disappointments she's faced in her human rel ationships.
This bond with Remington leads Ashley to a deeper understanding of her
tendency to keep emotional distance from others—a defense mechanism

born from past traumas tied to Dylan’ s addiction and the family’ s struggles.

Simultaneoudly, Ben is dedicated to the development of the Harmony Barn
equine therapy program. His interactions with Emily, a certified instructor,
underscore the importance of community collaboration and early fundraising
to support their initiatives. This meeting highlights Ben's growing
appreciation for the support around him and his budding friendship with
Ashley. Though drawn to her warmth and strength, he resolves to maintain a
platonic relationship, prioritizing his sobriety and avoiding potential

romantic complications stemming from his past experiences.
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The chapter also offers a glimpse into Andrew’ s perspective, as he
reminisces about cherished family movie nights during wartime, reflecting
on the simpler joys of life. With pride, he observes his son, Ben, pursuing a
path in aviation, while simultaneously harboring hopes for his safety amidst

their tumultuous family backdrop.

Overadll, this chapter intricately explores themes of trust, resilience, and the
complexities of familial bonds in the face of personal and societal

challenges. The intertwining journeys of the charactersillustrate their

collective ariest for healina and 11inderstandina as thev navioate thair
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Chapter 13 Summary: Chapter 13

Chapter 13 Summary

As summer transitionsinto fall, Ashley embraces the changing season with
enthusiasm. Just five days after her visit to Ben's ranch, she receives acall
from him, inviting her to assist with the arrival of a new horse named
Paisley. Thrilled to spend more time with Ben and bring her dogs, Speed and
Jack, along, Ashley eagerly hops in her car and heads to the ranch.

Upon her arrival, awarm lunch unfolds, during which Ashley and Ben delve
into more meaningful conversations about their lives. Ben opens up about
the hardships he faced after high school, ultimately attributing his
turnaround to the unwavering support of his grandparents. This candid

exchange deepens their connection, heightening Ashley's affection for him.

Asthey await Paisley’ s arrival, the atmosphere is charged with anticipation.
When the striking horse finally appears, both are taken with its grace and
beauty. In areflective moment, Ben humbly remarks that the good thingsin
his life stem from divine grace, which prompts Ashley to challenge his
perspective, asserting that his kindness and dedication to others merit such

blessings.
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Their dialogue naturally shifts to the equine therapy program they’ ve been
passionate about. Ben expresses interest in fundraising for the Harmony
Barn, sparking Ashley’s enthusiasm for organizing an open house to
showcase their work with the horses and the ranch. This collaborative spirit
ignites a shared sense of purpose between them, filling the air with

excitement for their future endeavors.

The chapter also includes a poignant flashback to Ben's past, where he
recalls a cherished moment with his family during abrief leave from
military service. This memory emphasi zes the theme of familial lovein
contrast to the uncertainties they faced, paralleling the new opportunities

blossoming in his relationship with Ashley.

Overall, themes of friendship, mutual support, and personal growth resonate
throughout the chapter as Ashley and Ben strengthen their bond through
shared experiences and aspirations, dedicated to making a meaningful

difference in the lives of both people and horses.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Chapter 14

In Chapter 14, the narrative centers on Ben and Ashley asthey attend church
together, providing alook into their evolving relationship and the lively
atmosphere of Ben's community. Ben is captivated by Ashley's beauty in her
blue-and-white dress and feels a mix of tenderness and curiosity about her
perceptions of church life. Her initial expectations, shaped by mainstream
media, contrast sharply with the reality he hopesto share, filled with warmth

and connection.

Upon arriving at the bustling church, Ben’s deep ties to his community
become evident as he enthusiastically introduces Ashley to various
members, including his charming grandfather, Grandpa Grant. Their
interactions convey the strong family dynamics that characterize Ben's life,
setting it apart from Ashley's more solitary existence. Grandpa Grant’s
endearing personality and his penchant for matchmaking highlight the
community's supportive nature, as he praises Ashley and takes an interest in

her work with horses.

Ashley is pleasantly surprised by the church service, which is not the staid
affair she had anticipated. Instead, it is lively and engaging, brimming with
music and humor. She feels a warm welcome from congregants and finds
herself drawn to the pastor's relatable sermon. As she reflects on her solitary

life, contrasting it with the close-knit relationships enjoyed by Ben and his
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grandfather, she begins to see the value of such connections.

After the service, Ben proposes that they spend more time together, hinting
at future adventures. Their conversation reveals familial ties, Ben's cousin
Jessica lives nearby, sparking ideas of exploration in the mountains. Ben
shares insights into hisfamily history, including his grandfather’ simpressive
multilingual skills and the tension in his relationship with his mother, which
adds layersto his character and emphasi zes the importance of his

grandfather’ s influence.

Their day culminates with lunch at alocal Mexican restaurant, further
solidifying their bond. Ashley appreciates the familial warmth between Ben
and Grandpa Grant, which reminds her of fond memories with her own
father. Ben's candid reflections on his mother’ s past reluctance to embrace
family traditions reinforce his appreciation for the life he shares with

Grandpa Grant.

Ultimately, this chapter explores themes of community and family ties while
contrasting Ben and Ashley'slives. It hints at the potential for deeper
connections as they navigate the complexities of their respective pasts
together, setting the stage for their relationship to deegpen as they continue to

bond over shared experiences and background narratives.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Chapter 15

Chapter 15 Summary

In this emotionally charged chapter, Ben hosts an open house at the
Harmony Barn, which surpasses all expectations with an impressive turnout.
Set against a backdrop of ideal weather, the event is buoyed by eager
volunteers and a pal pable sense of community. This gathering serves as a
showcase for the potential of equine therapy, attracting visitors from various
places, including a compassionate local newspaper representative keen to

highlight the barn's mission.

A significant moment occurs when Ben encounters Mrs. Foster, the mother
of hisfriend Craig, who suffered alife-altering accident partly due to their
shared past decisions. This encounter leads to a heartfelt conversation in
which she conveys her forgiveness, expressing that she no longer sees him
solely as the one to blame. Her commendation of the barn's efforts aids Ben
in reconciling his lingering feelings of guilt, providing him a sense of

closure.
As the open house concludes successfully, Ashley, a pivotal character

associated with Ben and the barn, finds that they have not only secured
pledges but also heartfelt donations, including the savings of ayoung girl.
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This overwhelming display of community support leaves Ben in awe,
driving home the impact of hisvision. In amoment of inspiration, he
proposes that Ashley take on the role of barn manager, allowing her to work
closely with the horses she cherishes.

Initially hesitant, Ashley ultimately embraces the opportunity, drawn not
only by her passion for the barn but also the chance to forge a deeper
connection with Ben. Their professional collaboration hints at the
blossoming of personal bonds, suggesting a future where their dreams

Intertwine.

|nterwoven with the present narrative, Ben's reflections on his experiences
during World War |1 reveal ayearning for home and family. These
reflections add depth to his character, showing how his upbringing and the

love from his parents shape his aspirations for the future.
Chapter 15 is apoignant exploration of themes such as forgiveness,

community connection, and the relentless pursuit of dreams, as both Ben and

Ashley prepare to embark on atransformative journey at Harmony Barn.
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Chapter 16: Chapter 16

Summary of Chapter 16 of " Cross My Heart"

In this chapter, Ashley embarks on an emotional journey side by side with
Ben as they envision the future of their farm. Their plans include growing
hay for their horses and devel oping essential facilities, which fills Ashley
with ablend of excitement and uncertainty regarding her role. Ben's
inclusive language, particularly his frequent use of “we,” alters Ashley's
perception of her involvement, stirring deeper feelings for him that add
complexity to their relationship.

This sense of joy abruptly shifts when Ashley receives an alarming text from
her mother regarding her brother, Dylan, who has gone missing from rehab.
The news casts a shadow over their earlier happiness. Although Ben offers
her comforting support, Ashley recognizes the urgency to return home and

assist her family in the face of thiscrisis.

L eft behind, Ben wrestles with a profound concern for Ashley and wishes he
could be there for her. He sends her a heartfelt text message meant to
provide some solace amid her distress. Upon arriving at her mother's house,
Ashley's heart sinks into an atmosphere thick with anxiety and fear regarding

Dylan's uncertain future, particularly the serious repercussions he could face
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if heis caught by the authorities.

Inside, Ashley’ s conversation with her mother becomes araw confrontation

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio

Free Trial with Bookey %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Free Picks

Today's Bookey

(-

F You

=

(=]

> is first for me. How the
> Makes me feel, it's like
-Ithas to Match my ife,
5 happening around me
2. That's where it comes
from,

Boots Ribey

l
&l

Get encugh poing 4

0 donate 5 Book

Get Points

Finish g Buokw loday

Achieve loday's daily goal

————

17:53 TE
i Hannah O]
Daily Goals
T atay straa Best scars: 2 gy
Time of Use Finished

6183 1062

13

&
* - * @

Atomice Habits

steps to buig 9ood habits
bad oneg

Faur

and bregk

36 iy 3 key insighy Finish

Description

3k up aat

17:259

Library

[ Saved

& Downloaded

& Finished

History

rid’ bestideas
m:ock your potencial

Free Trial with Bookey

A0

GETITON

Scan to download

’ Download on the

App Store

= 105e weight? Why cany

¥? s it becayse

<

° L

Overview

Hi, welcome 16 Bookey,

unlog

loday we')
-k the book Atomic Habjrs
& Proven Way to Build

100d Habits &
Break Bad Ones.

Imagine you € situng in a plape fying
Irom Los Angeles 1o New York ¢ ity. Duye
10 a mysteripys and undetec table
twrbulenee Your aircrafy's nose shifys
more than 7 feet, 3.5 degrees 1p the
south, Afier five hours of flying, befare
¥ou know ji. the plane js |’.|mf|njz

17:46

Leaming Paths

()ug()ing

Develop leadership skills

Master time ma,

I

- Your Writing s

:An Easy

17:27
e e

x Wh It Takes >

Never ¢

Schwarzman's relentiess
Tunds for Blackstone's firgs
Cvércoming nUmeroys reje
the importance of persista
t-l\lre|alﬂlleur-i.‘lu3 Afer g

Successtully raigeq $850

erDeetation &

17:26

§ Top 10 £ of the m

10

i

bl Howtotak g any
-

[
1

Alom



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/k44PHDLrzTb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/DAJnHlMrzTb

Chapter 17 Summary: Chapter 17

Chapter 17 Summary

In this chapter, we explore the bond between Ben and his grandfather during
their customary lunch outing following church. Their conversation takes a
heartfelt turn as Grandpa notices the positive transformation in Ben since he
met Ashley, asignificant figurein hislife. Grandpa encourages Ben to
embrace his feelings for her, assuring him that allowing love into hislife can

be a source of joy rather than an intrusion.

After their meal, Ben reaches out to Ashley with a caring text inquiring
about her and her brother Dylan, but he is left waiting for a response, which
adds to his growing distraction. To clear his mind, Ben decides to retreat to
the barn, where he immerses himself in his projects, notably constructing

new arenas—a symbol of his passion and creativity.

Simultaneoudly, Ashley is faced with the weight of her brother Dylan's
struggles. Emotionally exhausted from constant worry, she finds herself in a
precarious situation when Dylan appears, demanding money. Their
interaction quickly turns tense as Ashley steadfastly declines his requests,
illustrating the complicated dynamics of manipulation and guilt that have
long characterized their relationship. This confrontation showcases Ashley's
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growing resolve and recognition of the need for healthy boundaries.

The narrative also shiftsto insight into Andrew, Ben's father, who is
currently serving in awar zone. Through his letter to Ben, Andrew reflects
on the complexities of family life amid conflict. He expresses both his
aspirations for the New Y ear and deep-seated concerns for his family back
home, revealing the emotional toll of separation and the enduring strength of

familia love.

Overadll, this chapter weaves together the themes of love, family dynamics,
personal growth, and the importance of opening oneself to new emotional
experiences. It juxtaposes Ben' s budding relationship with Ashley against
the backdrop of Andrew's experiences in wartime, enriching the narrative

with a sense of resilience and connection.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Chapter 18

Summary of Chapter 18 of " CrossMy Heart"

In this chapter, Ben is grappling with the pressures of work and household
chores on a quiet Sunday afternoon, yet his thoughts are persistently drawn
to Ashley. In search of comfort, he opens a Bible belonging to his
grandfather, Andrew Henning, and finds a heartfelt note from 1945 that
speaks of faith and perseverance amidst hardships. This discovery resonates
with Ben, prompting reflections on its meaning and an eagerness to share it

with his grandfather.

Amidst hisintrospection, Ben receives atext from Ashley, indicating she
needs his support. When she arrives, her tear-streaked face reveals her
distress. Ashley confidesin Ben about her brother Dylan, whose
long-standing battles with addiction and legal troubles have torn their family
apart. She recounts their turbulent past marked by their father's death during
their childhood, which exacerbated Dylan's struggles with substance abuse

and incarceration.
Astheir conversation deepens, Ben attempts to provide insight and

suggestions, including attending support meetings for families of addicts.

However, Ashley bristles at this notion, determined to gain control over the

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

situation despite the chaos caused by Dylan’'s choices. This clash highlights
her internal conflict—caught between her protective instincts for her brother

and her frustration at the family's turmoil .

Overwhelmed by the weight of the discussion, Ashley abruptly decidesto
leave, creating an emotional chasm between her and Ben, who isleft with
lingering concern. As she drives home, atumult of anger and guilt envelops
her, intensified by a phone call from her mother that reveals even more

family complications regarding Dylan.

The chapter concludes with a poignant reflection on the cyclical nature of
life, juxtaposing the predictability of farming—which Ben isfamiliar
with—against the unpredictable human relationships surrounding them.
Central themes of family, addiction, and the struggle for support in
overwhelming circumstances emerge as powerful elementsin thisjourney,

emphasizing both Ben's compassion and Ashley's vulnerability.
Key Character Developments:

- Ben emerges as a compassionate confidant, navigating his own
emotional past while striving to support Ashley.

- Ashley reveals her vulnerability, frustration, and the impact of her

brother's issues on her family dynamics, al while resisting help.
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Themes:

- The complexities of family relationships in the face of addiction.
- The balance between the desire to assist and recognizing one's limitations.
- The tension between seeking control and confronting uncontrollable life

circumstances.
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Chapter 19 Summary: Chapter 19

Chapter 19 Summary

Chapter 19 begins with Ashley visiting Ben at his farm, two days after their
previous, slightly awkward encounter. As she drives to the farm, her initial
nerves subside, thanks to Ben's warm and welcoming attitude. Throughout
the visit, Ashley isimpressed by the progress Ben has made on the farm, a
testament to his hard work and dedication. Their shared love for animalsis
highlighted when Ashley mentions her new work schedule, which gives her
a sense of job security, and she introduces the two rescue animals she

brought along.

Asthey work together, leading the horses to the pasture, the chemistry
between Ben and Ashley degpens. Playful interactions reveal their easy
camaraderie and the joy that comes with being together. In a heartfelt
moment, Ben surprises Ashley by revealing that he has transformed the tack
room into afuture office for her, reinforcing his appreciation for her
contributions and presence. This gesture touches Ashley and hints at the

burgeoning romantic feelings devel oping between them.

However, beneath this budding romance, Ben reflects on his troubled past,

specifically his struggles with alcohol. He wrestles with the desire for a
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deeper connection with Ashley but hesitates to disclose his full history,
fearing it could jeopardize their friendship. Thisinternal conflict adds depth
to his character, illustrating the tension between his wish to be open and his

desire to protect their current bond.

Meanwhile, the narrative shifts to Andrew and Helen, who are concerned
about their daughter Louisa's romantic interests. Andrew decides to take
Louisato visit awounded soldier named Samuel, whom she has been
corresponding with, believing it will be a positive experience for her. Helen,
however, harbors concerns about L ouisa's emotions and the potential

complications arising from this new relationship.

Overall, Chapter 19 weaves together themes of connection and vulnerability,
exploring both romantic and familial relationships. The characters navigate
their emotions and histories, showcasing warmth, hope, and the complexities

involved in forging deeper bonds.
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Chapter 20: Chapter 20

In Chapter 20, we follow Ben as he embarks on areflective stroll with his
grandfather, Grandpa Grant, through a retirement community. Recently,
Ben has begun to confront deeper feelings for hisfriend Ashley, emotions
that extend beyond mere friendship. Conflicted and hesitant to express these
feelings, he turns to his grandfather for guidance. Grandpa Grant encourages
Ben to embrace honesty, emphasizing that sharing his feelings—even with

the potential for vulnerability—is essential for true connection.

Meanwhile, Ashley concludes her last day at work, immersed in a mixture of
nostalgia and hope. Leaving her job at the store for the final time stirs
emotions within her as she reflects on her relationship with her coworkers,
who, despite not being close, will surely miss her. The prospect of her new
role as a barn manager fills her with excitement, promising a more fulfilling
life surrounded by horses. Y €, just beneath her enthusiasm lies alingering
anxiety about her brother, Dylan, whose whereabouts are currently

unknown.

Asthe evening unfolds, Ben receives a call from Pastor Trent, who has
encountered a young man unconscious after attempting to break into the
church's coffee bar. This young man isrevealed to be none other than Dylan,
Ashley's brother. Ben faces the daunting task of notifying Ashley about her
brother's predicament, grappling with the weight of having to deliver such
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unsettling news and his own unanticipated involvement in the matter.

In another subplot, Andrew and Louisavisit a naval hospital to see Samuel,
who has suffered injuries in action. In this setting, Louisa displays a
newfound maturity, engaging with Samuel by sharing updates about her life
and her upcoming graduation. Their exchange hints at emerging feelings,

i[lustrating the growth of young love amidst the backdrop of adversity.

This chapter intricately weaves together themes of honesty, the complexities

of relationships, and individual struggles. It highlights the characters
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Chapter 21 Summary: Chapter 21

Chapter 21 Summary

Ashley is abruptly awakened by a frantic phone call from her mother,
informing her that her brother, Dylan, has been arrested in Boise. Filled with
concern, Ashley instinctively agrees to meet her mother at the jail, despite
her inclination to avoid the troubling circumstances. After quickly tending to
her animals and grabbing alight meal, she headsto the jail, where she finds
her mother in tears, accompanied by Ben Henning, a friend from her new
job. Ben reveals he witnessed Dylan’ s arrest after being alerted by their
pastor, leaving Ashley in shock at the sudden turn of events.

Asthey wait anxiously for updates about Dylan, Ashley's mother remains
resolute in her refusal to leave the waiting area, clinging to hope for a
glimpse of her son. Ben offers to gather information, but he soon informs
them that legal proceedings won’t start until Monday, plunging them into
uncertainty. Sensing her mother’ s distress, Ashley suggests that they step out
for breakfast, emphasizing the need to take care of her mother's wellbeing

during this emotionally charged time.

Ben divulges that Dylan was intoxicated at the time of his arrest, which stirs
atumult of anger and worry within Ashley. Although Ben, who has feelings
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for Ashley, proposes they meet later to talk, Ashley hesitates, her mind
clouded with family obligations. While driving her mother home, Ashley
reflects deeply on the painful road ahead for their family.

Over the weekend, Ashley is consumed by feelings of guilt and confusion,
particularly about Ben's involvement during Dylan's arrest. Asthe court date
looms, Ashley resolvesto stay close to her mother, even texting Ben to
inform him she’'ll be late to work at the barn. The anxiety grows as they
discuss the dire possibility of Dylan facing prison. In a desperate attempt to
find light amid the darkness, Ashley suggests that this might serve asa
critical turning point for Dylan in his struggle with addiction—a challenge

he has grappled with for years.

Meanwhile, Ben wrestles with the emotional weight of the situation,
guestioning how best to support Ashley while coming to terms with the
repercussions of having contacted the police about Dylan. He feels
compelled to reach out, but ultimately decides to respect Ashley's space,

waiting until she's ready to lean on him.

Themes and Character Development

This chapter poignantly explores themes of family responsibility, the
detrimental effects of addiction, and the delicate balance between hope and
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despair. Ashley stands out as a devoted daughter, torn between her
commitment to supporting her brother and comforting her distressed mother
through this crisis. Ben'sinvolvement adds a layer of complexity; his
personal history with addiction makes him both a source of support and a
painful reminder of the challenges the Showalter family isfacing. The
chapter captures the raw emotions surrounding family ties, the need for

forgiveness, and the arduous journey toward healing.
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Chapter 22 Summary: Chapter 22

In Chapter 22, emotional tensions rise as Ben's loyal dog, Dusty, heralds the
arrival of Ashley, who isvisibly distressed over her brother Dylan's ongoing
legal troubles. Their brief, tentative smile underscores the weight of the
moment when Ashley reveals Dylan has pleaded not guilty, indicating a
challenging road ahead. This news prompts a moment of vulnerability as

Ben comforts her, and Ashley breaks down in tears.

Following atender kiss that ignites awhirlwind of conflicting emotions, Ben
and Ashley sit on the porch to address the gravity of her brother's situation.
Ben provides critical revelations about the night of Dylan's arrest, disclosing
that he was severely intoxicated, leading to unconsciousness. He explains
that Trent, amutual acquaintance who witnessed the incident, had reached
out to him for help. In amoment of honesty, Ben reveals his own struggle as
arecovering alcoholic, sharing his experiencesin aiding others like Dylan

who battle ssmilar demons.

This disclosure leaves Ashley in emotional turmoil. She grapples with her
feelings for Ben, torn between her attraction to him and the fear of repeating
the mistakes of her family's troubled past. As she steps back to process this
revelation, Ashley resolves to maintain a professional boundary, convinced
that her budding personal feelings for Ben must take a backseat as she

navigates the implications of his past on their potentia future.
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Simultaneously, a subplot unfolds featuring Andrew, who anxiously awaits
news from his son Ben, currently serving overseas during World War 11. His
mounting worries contrast starkly with Ashley and Ben’s personal dynamics.
A conversation with his neighbor Hirsch highlights themes of friendship and
support amid uncertainty, illustrating how love and family ties are strained

by external pressures.

This chapter adeptly weaves together the complexities of personal struggles,
the nuances of relationships, and the challenge of confronting one's past, set
against a backdrop that balances the emotional turbulence of characters at
home and the trials faced by those abroad.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Chapter 23

In Chapter 23, Ben finds himself deep in thought while savoring a morning
coffee, reflecting on hisfeelings for Ashley. Now that she has embraced her
role as barn manager, Ben feels arenewed sense of hope for their future.
However, he's acutely aware of Ashley's desire to maintain a professional
boundary following akiss they shared. To overcome this challenge, Ben
resolves to build her trust through acts of kindness and reliability, even as he

contemplates how to ease her fears.

As he prepares for the arrival of avisitor, Emily Cooper, Ben isreminded of
the exciting transformations taking place at the farm, such asthe
construction of new stables and an indoor arena. Their conversation flows
effortlessly, as they discuss plans for future training sessions, and Emily

expresses her admiration for Ben's impressive organizational skills.

When Ashley arrives, her demeanor seems somewhat distant at first, but she
quickly brightens when she leads Emily to meet the new rescue horses. This
shared experience fosters a deeper connection between them, and Ashley
passionately talks about her commitment to hel ping others through equine
therapy—a form of rehabilitation that uses horses to aid emotional and
psychological healing. Emily, recognizing Ashley's potential, encourages
her, emphasizing the positive influence she is already having on the

community.
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The chapter also weavesin aparallel narrative featuring Andrew Henning,
who is welcoming Samuel Valentine to |daho on the day of Louisa's
eighteenth birthday. Samuel, a war veteran, has made significant progressin
recovering from hisinjuries, and there is a pal pable sense of excitement as
he prepares to reunite with Louisa. Their interactions hint at a burgeoning
romance and shed light on the complexities of family dynamics. Themes of

healing, connection, and new beginnings resonate throughout this subplot.

Overall, Chapter 23 artfully illustrates the development of relationships both
in the present and the past. It underscores the significance of hope, love, and
community in personal and professional spheres. Ben's commitment to
supporting Ashley strengthens their bond, while Samuel’ s arrival heralds the
possibility of change and romance for Louisa, enriching the narrative

tapestry of the story.
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Chapter 24. Chapter 24

In Chapter 24 of "Cross My Heart," as October fades into November, Ashley
finds solace in abook about traumatized children healing through their bond
with horses. This reading offers her amix of joy and sorrow, reflecting her
own emotional turmoil, especially given the absence of horses and Ben,
which intensifies her feelings of isolation. The chapter opens with Ashley
contemplating the emotional walls she has erected since their last significant

encounter, revealing her yearning for a closer connection with him.

Stepping outside for a breath of fresh air, she shares alight-hearted moment
with her loyal dog, Speed. However, the calmness of the day is disrupted by
the arrival of Grant Henning, Ben's grandfather. Grant's warm presenceis
both comforting and disarming, and Ashley reluctantly agreesto give him a
tour of the farm. Asthey walk, Grant enriches their excursion with stories of
Ben'sfamily history, chronicling Ben's journey of healing and spiritual
growth,

The mood shifts dramatically when a stranger arrives to perform an appraisa
for Ben's mother, Wendy. Grant’ s unease reveals that Wendy's actions pose a
potentially serious threat to Ben's ownership of the farm. Sensing the gravity
of the situation, Ashley steps up protectively, demonstrating her evolving
strength and fierce loyalty.
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When Ben arrives to discuss the appraisal, the tension within the family
becomes evident. Ben's hurt and confusion about Wendy's intentions create

an emotional rift that he struggles to bridge. As the conversation unfolds,
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Chapter 25 Summary: Chapter 25

In Chapter 25, Ben takes significant steps toward establishing Harmony
Barn as a legitimate nonprofit organization. This reflects his degpening
commitment to the initiative, which aims to provide therapeutic experiences
for children and familiesin need. After dedicating time to complete
extensive paperwork, Ben steps outside to reflect on the barn's progress and

the work still needed before therapy sessions can begin.

His day takes a turn when he encounters a young boy named Kurt, who
appears lost and troubled. Kurt reveals that he is without a permanent home
and istemporarily living with afriend of his mother's. Ben, who resonates
with the boy's feelings of vulnerability and abandonment, feels a deep sense
of compassion. To uplift Kurt, he introduces him to Scooter, one of the
barn’s horses. Thisinteraction is intended to help foster a sense of trust and

hope in the boy through the healing power of animal companionship.

Their poignant encounter is interrupted when Ashley arrives, witnessing the
heartfelt moment between Ben and Kurt. She experiences conflicting
emotions—warmth for Ben's compassionate nature and uncertainty about
her own feelings for him. After a meaningful exchange, Ben invites Kurt to
come to the barn regularly, hoping that by giving him responsibilities and
companionship, he can alleviate some of Kurt's sadness and help him feel a

sense of belonging.
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This chapter emphasizes key themes like empathy, the healing power of
human-animal relationships, and the importance of community support for
those facing challenges. Ben's ability to nurture relationships reveals his
vision for Harmony Barn as a sanctuary not just for horses, but for children
like Kurt, who are in need of support and understanding. Asthey walk to
meet Kurt’s mother, Ashley begins to see a new side of Ben, prompting her

to reassess her feelings toward him.
Ultimately, Chapter 25 encapsul ates themes of growth and hope through

connection—both with animals and within the community—as Ben

continues to mold Harmony Barn into a haven for healing and support.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Chapter 26

Chapter 26 Summary

In this transformative chapter, Ashley awakens early, deeply preoccupied
with the impending sentencing of her brother, Dylan, whose recent mistakes
have thrown their family into turmoil. Compelled by her mother’ s insistence
to visit him, Ashley grapples with a mix of guilt and resentment. As she
contemplates her feelings, a spiritual awakening beckons her to rise above
her bitterness, prompting her to seek guidance through prayer. This act of
introspection beginsto lift the heavy burden of her anger.

Upon arriving at church, Ashley feels a mix of nervousness and hope.
Unexpectedly, she runsinto Ben, who has been waiting patiently for her
return. Throughout the service, Ashley is profoundly moved, her long-held
resentment towards Dylan washing away in a stream of tears. Witnessing
this emotional breakthrough, Ben prays for her to embrace God' s love, while

also yearning for a deeper connection with her personally.

After the service, Ashley rides her horse, Remington, through the serene
desert landscape. As she reflects on her experience of forgiveness, she
reminisces about happy childhood moments with Dylan, solidifying her

decision to let go of her anger. This marks a pivotal emotional shift for her,
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as she embraces a newfound sense of peace.

Interwoven within this chapter is a poignant flashback to Oscar’ s departure
to join the Navy, an act that defies his parents' wishes. His heartfelt letter
expresses both his determination to serve his country and the emotional
turmoil of forging hisfather’s signature to enlist, highlighting his complex
struggle between duty and familial loyalty. Despite their heartbreak, Oscar’ s
parents, Andrew and Helen, resolve to support his choice, underscoring

themes of family, sacrifice, and the depths of love that bind them.

Overall, Chapter 26 serves as a significant turning point, illustrating
Ashley’sjourney toward forgiveness and self-discovery while exploring the
intricate dynamics of familial love and the personal battles faced by each

character.
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Chapter 27 Summary: Chapter 27

Chapter 27 Summary

Ashley arrives at Ben'sfarm, filled with anticipation, only to find him
heading out for work. Disappointed, she takes on the responsibility of caring
for hisdog, Dusty. While tending to the horses, she unexpectedly encounters
Ben's mother, Wendy Henning, whose dismissive attitude toward both
Ashley and Ben' s aspirations creates a tense atmosphere. Despite Wendy's
belittling remarks, Ashley stands firm, advocating for Ben's dreams. The
confrontation reaches an unexpected resolution when Wendy announces her
decision to withdraw her legal battle over the farm, leaving Ashley feeling
relieved and hopeful.

Returning to the barn, Ashley discovers a heartfelt gift from Ben and his
grandfather—a brand-new Bible, beautifully wrapped. This thoughtful
present stirs deep emotions within her, reminding her of her father’s
appreciation for literature. As she delicately begins to explore its pages, she
finds a note containing a scripture about God's plans, which resonates deeply

during her moment of reflection on life' s challenges.

Excited to return, Ben arrives home and learns that the stables are finally

complete. He is delighted to see Ashley’ s hard work in creating awarm and
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inviting environment. They share positive news about his mother’s decision
to end her legal struggles regarding his grandfather’ s welfare, further
strengthening their connection as they discuss their faith and future

aspirations.

The chapter concludes with Ashley expressing her wish to visit her brother,
prompting her to ask Ben to accompany her. This moment is contrasted by a
poignant flashback featuring Andrew, who prays for the safety of Ben and
others amid the turmoil of war. This juxtaposition emphasizes the personal
struggles on the farm alongside Andrew’ s concern for family in the face of
global conflict. Overall, the chapter weaves together themes of love, faith,

and resilience, enriching the character arcs and their individual journeys.
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Chapter 28: Chapter 28

Chapter 28 Summary

In this poignant chapter of "Cross My Heart," Ashley prepares for her
long-anticipated visit to her brother Dylan, who is currently incarcerated.
The prospect of seeing him stirs awhirlwind of emotions within
her—anxiety intertwines with hope as she approaches the prison. When they
finally meet, the physical impact of hisincarceration is evident; Dylan
appears gaunt and aged, but his eyesrevea anewfound clarity, free from the

drug-induced haze that once clouded them.

Their initial conversation is stilted, reflecting the distance that has grown
between them over the years. However, Ashley bravely expresses her love
and forgiveness toward Dylan, despite his dismissive demeanor. As she
reminisces about their childhood, she attempts to bridge the emotional
chasm that separates them, revealing her enduring affection. The discussion
shiftsto their late father, atopic that allows aflicker of connection to spark

between them, softening Dylan’sinitial resentment.
Ashley shares her journey of personal growth and newfound faith,

emphasizing her efforts to release her anger towards him. Dylan’ s sarcastic

comment about her faith indicates his skepticism, yet he remains open to
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listening, allowing Ashley to share her story.

Outside the prison walls, Ben, who has anxiously awaited Ashley’s return,
provides quiet support. After the visit, she confides in him about Dylan’s
fears regarding his impending sentencing and reveals that she has
encouraged Dylan to add Ben to hisvisiting list. Thisrevelation stirsa
complex mix of emotions for Ben, who grapples with the shared history

between him and Dylan.

Asthey drive away, Ashley discloses her trust issues, rooted in a painful
episode with her ex-boyfriend Paul, whose betrayal—drinking with
Dylan—complicated her view of addiction. This context sheds light on her
initial apprehension regarding Ben's own struggles with substance abuse.
Their conversation degpens their bond, even as unspoken barriers linger

between them.

The narrative briefly shifts to Andrew, who reflects on the horse Sunrise that
belongs to his daughter, Frani. His thoughts reveal afather's hopes and fears
for his child. He also reads a heartfelt |etter from his son Oscar, who serves
in the navy. Oscar’ s words about love, pride, and the somber realities of war
serve as a poignant reminder to Andrew of life' sfragility and the vital

importance of family connections.

The themes of love, redemption, and forgiveness permeate this chapter as
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Ashley and Andrew confront their respective familial challenges, illustrating

the complexities of human relationships and the possibility of healing from
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Chapter 29 Summary: Chapter 29

In Chapter 29, we delve into Ashley's transformative journey following her
newfound freedom through faith. As she stands before her mirror early on a
Wednesday, she grapples with the desire for her family, particularly her
brother Dylan and mother, to recognize the changes within her. However,
their apparent indifference leaves her feeling unnoticed. Thisintrospection is
abruptly interrupted by atext from Eddie Walker, afellow member of a

rescue network, urgently seeking assistance with abused horses.

Eager to help, Ashley quickly contacts Ben, who is supportive but unable to
accompany her due to prior commitments. A blend of hope and unspoken
feelings for Ben stirs within her as she prepares for the daunting rescue
mission. Upon reaching a rundown ranch, Ashley is confronted with the
alarming condition of the horses, which reinforces her commitment to their
welfare. Eddie briefs her on the five horses they'll rescue, and two of them

become her direct responsibility.

After an emotionally taxing hour of coaxing the frightened horses into the
trailer, Ashley embarks on the drive home. The atmosphere grows tense with
howling winds that mirror Ashley’s swirling emotions. Suddenly, afierce
gust causes her to lose control of the truck, leading to a crash that leaves her
trapped inside. Injured and disoriented, she struggles to reach her phone

while anxiously mindful of the safety of the dogs and horsesin her care,
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dipping in and out of consciousness and praying for their safety.

Meanwhile, Ben is anxiously preparing awarm meal at the farm, his concern
mounting as he realizes he hasn’t heard from Ashley for hours. The contrast
between Ashley's personal tribulation and Ben's growing worry underscores
the themes of hope, resilience, and the vital role of faith in navigating
uncertainty. The emotional weight of Ashley’s challenges reinforces the
notion that healing and hope often come with significant trials, setting the

stage for the unfolding dramain their intertwined lives.
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Chapter 30 Summary: Chapter 30

In Chapter 30 of "Cross My Heart" by Robin Lee Hatcher, the narrative
intensifies as Ben takes urgent action to locate Ashley, who may bein grave
danger. Upon realizing that her phone might hold essential contacts, Ben
discovers an address book on her desk. With a sense of urgency, he begins
reaching out to those listed and finally uncovers her whereabouts. Concerned
for her safety, he gathers comforting items—hot chocolate, snacks, and
blankets—before setting out into a desolate landscape, fervently praying for
her safety. His deep feelings for Ashley become evident as he reflectson
how profoundly she has impacted hislife.

Meanwhile, Ashley regains consciousness in her truck, disoriented and
injured after a serious accident. In her vulnerable state, she grapples with
pain and fear, while reflecting on her relationships and the unexpressed
sentiments that linger. Despite the bleakness of her situation, a sense of
peace in her heart emerges, particularly when she thinks of Ben and the
unwavering support he has shown her. Her fluttering hope is reignited as
Ben's voice calls out to her, assuring her that help is on the way. His
declaration of love—that sheis"found for good"—infuses her with a

comforting sense of safety.

In a poignant parallel, the chapter also flashes back to Victory in Europe
(V-E) Day in 1945, depicting a significant moment when Andrew learns that
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the war in Europe has ended. Gathered around the radio, his family listens
intently to President Truman’s announcement, feeling the heavy weight of
this historic moment. The atmosphere shifts from solemnity to celebration,

highlighting themes of hope, reunion, and the joy that can follow adversity.

Through the intertwining stories of Ben and Ashley's perilous situation and
Andrew's joyful moment of liberation, this chapter captures the essence of
devotion and the power of love, illuminating how faith and connection can
prevail even in the darkest of times, while also reflecting on the historical

importance of peace and family unity.
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Chapter 31 Summary: Chapter 31

Chapter 31 Summary

In this chapter of "Cross My Heart," Ashley Showalter confronts the
challenges of her recovery following a serious accident. Although her
mother is understandably worried about Ashley's sprained arm and stitches
from a head injury, Ashley's determination shines through as she insists on
returning to work at the farm, where she feels most at home with her horses.
With amix of charm and resilience, she encourages her mother to take a
break and rest, demonstrating her independence and commitment to her
healing.

At the farm, Ashley is greeted by Ben, who reveals his deep relief at her
return. Their heartfelt reunion is marked by a passionate kiss, symbolizing
the strength of their emotional connection. This moment not only affirms
their love for one another but also prompts Ben to express adesire to plan a

future together, deepening their bond.

The narrative also interlaces a poignant historical scene set in 1945, focusing
on Andrew and Helen as they grapple with the news that their son, Oscar,
has been reported missing in action during the fierce battle of Okinawa. As

V-JDay dawns, Andrew experiences a tumultuous mix of pride for his
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country and profound sorrow over Oscar’s presumed death. He reflects on
the heavy toll war takes on families, drawing strength from his faith and the

support of his remaining family members.

This chapter masterfully weaves together themes of love, healing, and
resilience against the backdrop of loss and grief. While Ashley’ s journey
symbolizes hope and recovery, Andrew’ s mourning reminds readers of the
harsh realities faced by families during wartime, creating arich emotional

|landscape that resonates throughout the narrative.
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