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About the book

In "Five Chimneys," Olga Lengyel delivers agripping and unflinching
memoir detailing her harrowing experiences in the Auschwitz and Birkenau
concentration camps during World War Il. The narrative is anchored in the
profound loss that Lengyel endured, having seen her husband, parents, and
two young sons fall victim to the brutalities of the Nazi regime. Amidst the
relentless horrors of camp life, she embodies resilience and courage, turning
to the prisoners underground resistance as a means to nurture hope and

maintain her will to survive.

Lengyel's account is far more than arecounting of suffering; it highlights the
strength required not only to endure but to speak out against such atrocities.
With sharp intellect and an indomitable spirit, she documents the daily
realities of camp existence—the privations, the inhumane treatment, and the
constant threat of death—while also emphasizing the solidarity and

humanity that can flourish even in the bleakest circumstances.

Her narrative avoids sensationalism, instead offering a candid depiction of
life in the camps that resonates powerfully with readers. Upon its release
shortly after World War 11, "Five Chimneys" struck a chord with audiences,
including notable figures like Albert Einstein, who commended its articulate
and honest portrayal of this dark chapter in history. Through her

experiences, Lengyel serves asacrucia witness, reminding us of both the
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capacity for human cruelty and the enduring power of the human spirit in the
face of unimaginable horror. In doing so, she not only honors the memory of
those lost but also highlights the imperative of remembering and learning

from the past.
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About the author

Olga Lengyel fue una enfermera rumana cuya vida cambié drasticamente
durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial. Tras comenzar su carrera de enfermeria
y trabajar junto a su esposo, €l doctor Miklos Lengyel, en un hospital en
Cluj-Napoca, |a pareja fue deportada a Auschwitz en 1944. Este campo de
concentracion, uno de los més infames del Holocausto, fue el lugar donde
Olga experimento €l horror absoluto: perdid a sus padres, a sus hijosy, poco
antes de su liberacion, a su esposo, convirtiéndose en la Unica sobreviviente

de su familia.

Después de la guerra, Lengydl se convirtié en un testigo clave en €l juicio de
Bergen-Belsen, donde su valentiay su relato sobre los horrores vividos
fueron fundamental es para recordar |as atrocidades sufridas en los campos
de concentracion. En 1947, publico su testimonio en el libro "Five
Chimneys" (conocido en espafiol como "Los Hornos de Hitler"), donde

documenta su desgarradora experienciay lainhumanidad del régimen nazi.

A través de su obray sus esfuerzos para conmemorar alas victimas del
Holocausto, Olga Lengyel ha dedicado su vida a dar voz a aquellos que
sufrieron en Auschwitz, asegurandose de que sus recuerdos y lecciones sean
perpetuados para las futuras generaciones. Su legado no solo se centraen la
memoria, sino en laimportancia de lavalentiafrente alainjusticiay la

necesidad de mantener vivala historia para evitar que se repita.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 8 Horses—or 96 Men, Women, and
Children

Summary of Chapter 1from " Five Chimneys' by Olga L engyel

In the opening chapter of "Five Chimneys," Olga Lengyel reflects on her
profound guilt for being unable to save her loved ones—her parents and two
sons—from the horrors of the Holocaust. Set against the backdrop of 1944,
as Nazi Germany's oppressive grip tightens over Europe, her feelings of

despair and remorse become central to her narrative.

Olgas life before the war, in Cluj, Transylvania, is depicted as relatively
peaceful. Together with her husband, Miklos, they manage a hospital and
enjoy alifefilled with their family and close friends, including her
godfather. However, as the war progresses, unsettling reports filter in
detailing the atrocities occurring in occupied territories. Initially, Olgaand
Miklos are reluctant to acknowledge the full extent of the horrific actions
being perpetrated by the Nazis, a denial shared by many during this dark

time.
The tension escalates when Miklos is summoned by the S.S. for

interrogation over his refusal to use German-made pharmaceuticals. Y et, this

encounter serves as an early warning of the dangers looming ahead. In May
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1944, Miklos faces deportation, and despite their hope that he will merely be
taken for medical purposes, Olga decides to accompany him, unwittingly

leading her family into a perilous trap.

Upon reaching the train station, they are confronted with a shocking reality:
families are being herded onto trains resembling cattle cars, and armed
soldiers patrol the area. The realization of their fate sinksin asthey are
forced into overcrowded quarters, deprived of basic necessities such as food
and water. Theinitial camaraderie among the deportees quickly deteriorates
into chaos and desperation as the journey unfolds, illustrating the harrowing

conditions they endure.

Asthe days pass, the suffering intensifies. I1lness spreads, and death
becomes an all-too-common occurrence within the cramped train car. The
S.S. guards demand valuables from the passengers, threatening violence,
while the indifferent German soldiers mock their plight at the various stops

along the route.

After enduring aweek of relentless suffering, the weary passengers finally
arrive at an unknown destination, filled with dread and uncertainty about
their grim future. This chapter sets the stage for the unfolding tragedy,
encapsulating a mother's reflection on loss and the harrowing journey that
lies ahead.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The Arrival

In Chapter 2 of "Five Chimneys' by Olga Lengyel, the brutal reality of life
in a concentration camp begins to unfold. The chapter opens with agrim
depiction of the arrival at the camp, likened to a"funera train” filled with
dread and uncertainty. The passengers, weary and traumatized, initially feel
amomentary relief in disembarking the train. However, this fleeting sense of
freedom quickly dissipates as they confront the unsettling truth—they are

not free.

First Impressions: The bleak surroundings reveal barbed wire and

ominous watchtowers, which provide a chilling fagcade of safety. Upon their
arrival, an official addresses them, emphasizing the need for obedience and
discipline—words that ring hollow as the deportees grapple with their grim
reality. The presence of doctors suggests medical assistance, yet the sense of

security is short-lived.

The Selection Process. Asthey are funneled into separate lines, the

horrific purpose of this selection process becomes painfully clear. In a
harrowing scene, children and the elderly are ruthlessly sent to their deaths,
shattering families and engulfing the air with despair. The indifference of the
guards serves to amplify the trauma, marking the beginning of their

dehumanization.
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Division of Families. The narrator, caught in afog of disbelief, misreads
the intentions behind the selection process. In her hope to protect her loved
ones, she unwittingly condemns her mother and younger son to death,
highlighting the cruelty of their situation. This moment underscores the
deceptive nature of the camp, which masquerades as a safe haven while

concealing its true, deadly purpose.

LifeInsidethe Lager: Once they enter the camp, described as a vast

prison surrounded by electric fencing, the women are stripped of their
identities. The harrowing processes of inspection and dehumanization take a
toll asthey lose their personal belongings—symbols of their

individuality—resulting in a profound sense of loss and despair.

Dehumanizing Treatment The chapter details the invasive examinations
women endure, alongside the violence from guards, as they await their fate
in an atmosphere thick with hopel essness. Upon receiving their horrendous
prison clothes, any lingering sense of dignity is obliterated, marking their

compl ete subjugation.

Chilling Reality: Asthe women move deeper into the camp, a strange,
sweetish odor pervades the air, foreshadowing the unspeakable horrors of
cremation and extermination that lie ahead. Birkenau, the name of the camp,

suggests a fagade, masking the atrocities that await them.
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Overadll, this chapter powerfully encapsulates the traumatic transition from
ordinary life to the nightmarish existence within a concentration camp. It
vividly illustrates the selection trauma, the crushing loss of family bonds,
and the gradual, horrifying realization of their fate amidst an oppressive
atmosphere of despair and dehumanization.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Barrack 26

In Chapter 3 of "Five Chimneys' by Olga Lengyel, the harrowing transition
from freedom to imprisonment unfolds as the deportees arrive at a camp
encircled by barbed wire, locked away from the world they once knew. This
new environment, defined by extreme hunger, pervasive cold, and enforced
servitude, is marked by the tears and despair of the new arrivals asthey are
directed to “Barrack 26.”

Within the chapter, significant distinctions are drawn between the grim
realities of Auschwitz and Birkenau. Auschwitz primarily functioned as a
labor camp, focusing on war-related production, while Birkenau served as an
extermination camp notorious for its systematic annihilation of prisoners,
often through gas chambers. Though conditions in Auschwitz were dire,
those imprisoned there still bore a semblance of life that many in Birkenau
were robbed of entirely, pointing to a cruel hierarchy of suffering among the

captives.

As the deportees grapple with their new reality, they initially cling to the
illusion that hard work might lead to liberation, a misguided hope
symbolized by the infamous motto “Arbeit macht frei” (Work sets you free).
However, the brutal truth rapidly becomes apparent: their existenceis
reduced to a desperate fight for survival, where the promise of freedomisa

cruel mirage overshadowed by the harshness of their treatment.
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The conditions in Barrack 26 epitomize their degradation. This dilapidated
building, more suited for animals than humans, is crammed with up to 1,500
women, each confined to overcrowded wooden enclosures known as
“koias.” The lack of adequate bedding and unsanitary conditions serve as a

constant reminder of their dehumanization.

Sanitation emerges as another dire challenge. The lack of basic cleaning
supplies forces the inmates to resort to improvised methods, using discarded
clothing to maintain any semblance of hygiene in their cramped quarters.

This struggle underscores the desperation permeating their daily lives.

Food scarcity adds another layer of conflict among the prisoners. The
meager and uneven distribution of food, with too few bowls for the vast
number of occupants, incites competition and suspicion, eroding the fragile

bonds of solidarity that might have formed among them.

Ultimately, this chapter starkly encapsulates the psychologica and physical
torment faced by the deportees, marking a profound shift from their previous
lives to the horrific existence within the camps. The juxtaposition of their
pasts against their present hardships serves to highlight not only their
suffering but aso the capacity for human resilience in the face of

overwhelming despair.
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Chapter 4: First Impressions

In Chapter 4 of "Five Chimneys' by Olga Lengyel, the harrowing conditions
within the concentration camp are vividly depicted, shedding light on the
grim reality faced by the inmates. The chapter opens with a stark description
of the women’'sfirst meal, a bitter liquid masguerading as coffee,
highlighting the severe lack of food that defineslife in the camp. Lunchtime
brings a repulsive soup made from unidentifiable ingredients, often
containing foreign objects, forcing the women to eat it despite their disgust.
In the evenings, they receive a scant ration of black bread, often adulterated
with sawdust, accompanied by minuscule servings of margarine or jam,

emphasizing the dire nutritional deprivation.

The process of food distribution is a chilling affair, overseen by the
"Stubendienst,”" brutal figures who relish their authority over fellow inmates.
This creates a hostile environment, as competition for the meager food
supplies leads to chaos, fights, and desperate behavior among the women,

illuminating the intensity of their hunger and despair.

The psychological tall of life in the camp is unbearable, exacerbated by
constant fear and violence. The sounds of anguished screams, gunshots from
guards, and the harsh orders shouted by S.S. officers permeate the
atmosphere, creating a sense of hopelessness. In acrud twist, postcards sent

to families serve as deceptive messages meant to reassure them of their
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loved ones' safety, while simultaneously providing the Gestapo with

information.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Roll Call and “ Selections’

Summary of Chapter 5from " Five Chimneys' by Olga L engyel

In this chapter, Olga Lengyel vividly describes the harrowing experience of
daily roll callsin a concentration camp, agrim ritual that served dua
purposes:. to account for the prisoners and to systematically select victims for
extermination. Theseroll calls forced inmates, regardless of their health, to
endure long hours in extreme weather conditions, whether it be the biting
cold of winter or the sweltering heat of summer. The suffering was
exacerbated for the sick, who often lay beside the dead, highlighting the
inhumane treatment they all faced.

The presence of guards at these roll calls amplified the atmosphere of fear
and anxiety. The authorities would conduct frantic searches for individuals
who were late, often due to exhaustion, resulting in chaos within the camp.
Special roll calls, which invoked particular terror among the inmates, led to
even harsher punishments for tardiness. Through their varying backgrounds,
the internees shared similar harrowing experiences, often condemned for
arbitrary reasons such as their ethnicity or mere misfortune of being in the

wrong place at the wrong time.

Amid this suffering, young children were also subjected to the same brutal
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conditions. Their treatment was particularly shocking, with punishments
meted out that revealed the depths of the cruelty they endured. The children
spoke about their grim realities with an unsettling acceptance, atragic
testament to the desensitization that arose from continuous exposure to

horror.

Lengyel reflects upon the twisted reasoning behind these roll calls,
recognizing them as tools of dehumanization employed to break the spirits
of the deportees. The roll calls were part of a broader systematic strategy of
extermination. She describes how notorious figures like Dr. Mengele and
other Nazi officials performed selections during these roll calls, showing a
chilling indifference to life and death. Their casual demeanor starkly
contrasted with the life-altering consequences of their decisions, which often
led selected inmates to the gas chambers after enduring prolonged waitsin

brutal conditions.

Furthermore, the chapter sheds light on the humiliating "Zahlappel"
selection process, where inmates were forced to strip completely in front of
Nazi doctors. This moment epitomized the complete degradation and | oss of
humanity experienced by the victims, serving as a stark reminder of their
horrific existence in the camp. The chapter paints a poignant picture of
despair, fear, and the relentless brutality perpetrated against innocents,

encapsulating the tragic reality of life inside the concentration camp.
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Chapter 6 Summary: The Camp

In Chapter 6 of "Five Chimneys' by Olga Lengyel, the author delvesinto the
oppressive structure and daily struggles of life in the concentration camp.

The camp’ s layout, demarcated by the "Lagerstrasse," comprises various
barracks designated for specific functions like food storage, administration,

and sanitation, each underscoring the grim reality of the internees.

Central to the camp's organization isthe "L ageraelteste,”" an inmate
appointed by the German authorities who wields considerable power over
fellow detainees, closely monitored by ateam of camp functionaries.
Beneath thisfigure lies a strict hierarchy among the internees, with the
"blocova' overseeing each barrack and being supported by representatives
and aides. The existence of camp policewomen further complicates the
social system, as they enforce boundaries, while kitchen staff often abuse

their privileged position to hoard food, exacerbating the suffering of others.

Living conditions are grim and fraught with desperation; the overcrowded
washrooms provide limited access to water, making personal hygiene nearly
impossible. Inmates barter their scarce food supplies for water, underscoring
the depravity that daily life has prompted. The need for survival often leads

to theft, where moral constraints are cast aside in favor of basic instinct.

The latrines, similarly restricted, become sites of unsanitary conditions and
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ilIness. The shared use of these facilities highlights the humiliation and
degradation faced by the inmates. Ironically, these same spaces also nurture
socia connections and a burgeoning black market, revealing the resilience of

human spirit in the face of suffering.

Amidst the despair, the author notes aflicker of empowerment as inmates
become resourceful scavengers, reclaiming items like twine and wooden
fragments from the garbage. These small treasures symbolize a struggle for
survival, where even personal hygiene items are now viewed as luxuries and
status symbols, marking a profound shift in values and priorities among the
internees. Through her observations, Lengyel portrays both the harsh
realities of camp life and the indomitable human spirit striving for dignity in

dire circumstances.
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Chapter 7 Summary: A Proposal in Auschwitz

Chapter 7 Summary

Lifein Auschwitz

Three weeks into her harrowing existence at Auschwitz, the narrator
grapples with the oppressive atmosphere, surrounded by inmates consumed
by despair and degradation. The camp's brutal reality forces the prisoners to
adopt animalistic behaviorsin their struggle for survival. However, amidst
this darkness, she encounters Tadek, a Polish carpenter with striking blue
eyes, who brings a fleeting sense of humanity into her life. His presence

serves as arare beacon of hope in her bleak surroundings.
Friendship with Tadek

Tadek’ s kindness stands in stark contrast to their grim environment. He
shares food with her and lends her a shawl to shield against the cold,
revealing his compassionate nature. As he expresses admiration for her
resilience, the narrator finds herself torn. Sheis still mourning the
devastating loss of her family and is wary of his romantic intentions,
Although Tadek's friendship initially sparks hope, his affections complicate
their relationship as she struggles to balance her grief with the fragile
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connection they share.
Desperation for Food

As starvation setsin, the narrator's situation becomes increasingly desperate,
prompting her to seek food in the men’s washroom despite its unsanitary
conditions. There, she witnesses fellow inmates enduring extreme hardship.
In amoment of kindness, an elderly man offers her hisleftover potatoes.
However, her moment of relief is shattered when another woman violently
reacts to the scene, highlighting the brutal competition for survival among

the prisoners.
Confrontation with Tadek

The tension escalates when Tadek returns, bringing food for another woman.
The narrator's emotions boil over, asamix of anger and vulnerability surges
within her. Unable to reconcile her feelings, she rejects his offer, which
signifies a pivotal shift in their relationship. This rejection leads to growing
discord and a silence that envelops them, illustrating how the struggle for

survival strains human connections.
Aftermath

In the aftermath of their confrontation, the narrator’ s disdain for Tadek
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intensifies as she observes him feeding Lilli, awoman in the camp. Their
interactions in the infirmary underscore the complex, often painful dynamics
of relationships forged under the relentless pressure of survival in the
concentration camp. The intertwining fates of the inmates reflect the harsh
reality of their existence, where friendship and betrayal coexist in afight for

life.
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Chapter 8: | Am Condemned to Death

Summary of Chapter 8 from " Five Chimneys'

In this chapter, titled " Endless Days and Enforced I dleness," the narrator
paints a stark picture of life inside the concentration camp, marked by its
oppressive monotony and the constant threat of death. The recurring roll
calls serve as the only disruption in a bleak routine, during which inmates
are reduced to mere numbers. The narrator’ s deteriorating health,
accompanied by weight loss and persistent fevers, underscores the physical

toll of their grim existence.

The section titled " Consequences of Small Acts' reveals the perilous
environment where even the simplest actions can lead to dire consequences.
The narrator and her friend Magda attempt to keep warm by wearing
additional clothing but are caught and face punishment. This act leads to a
sel ection process, a horrifying lottery that could mean life or death, further
intensifying the pervasive fear among the inmates. The narrator reflects on
the disbelief of many who still cling to hope, unable to accept the reality of

the gas chambers and crematories that loom over them.

Amidst this struggle, the narrator experiences a significant internal conflict

in" Dilemma of Enlightenment." She confronts the choice of whether to
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inform her fellow inmates about the gas chambers, weighing her
understanding of their grim reality against the more optimistic views held by

others, particularly Magda, who remains hopeful.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Thelnfirmary

In Chapter 9 of "Five Chimneys' by Olga Lengyel, the narrative delvesinto
the establishment and operation of the camp'sinfirmary, revealing the stark
realities faced by sick internees. For along time, medical services were
sorely lacking, leading to the dire need for proper healthcare. Eventually, an
infirmary was set up in the dilapidated Barrack No. 15, athough its
conditions were far from adequate. After some initial resistance, the author,
due to her medical background, was appointed to coordinate with other

camp doctors, an acknowledgment of her capabilities amid the chaos.

The infirmary was staffed by just five women, who confronted
overwhelming challenges as they treated up to fifteen hundred patients daily
with scant resources, poor sanitation, and inadequate sterilization
procedures. Despite these dire conditions, the staff remained committed,
driven by a profound sense of responsibility for their fellow inmates, who
were enduring unimaginable suffering. The personal toll on the workers was
immense, yet they found solace in finally having a designated space to rest,
even as they grappled with extreme discomfort and the persistent outbreak of

ilInesses.
Patient care became increasingly fraught with danger, as many individuals

were sick with contagious diseases that might lead to their selection for the

gas chambers. The author portrays the emotional anguish of the patients,
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who were not only physically unwell but also lived under the constant fear
of arbitrary decisions made by camp officials. This atmosphere of despair
was compounded by heart-wrenching anecdotes about the patients. One
poignant story is of EvaWeliss, a nurse diagnosed with scarlet fever. Despite
her grim prospects, she endeavored to comfort her fellow inmates,
embodying the spirit of compassion that prevailed even in the darkest of
times. The tragic narrative of ayoung Greek girl further exemplifies the

psychological scarsinflicted by the brutal conditions of the camp.

Overadll, this chapter encapsulates the relentless horrors of camp life,
illustrating the heroic efforts of a small group of women determined to
provide care amidst terrifying circumstances. Their resilience and
unwillingness to relinquish hope serve as a testament to the enduring human

spirit, even when faced with profound inhumanity and despair.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 10 Summary: A New Reason for Living

Summary of Chapter 10: Five Chimneys by Olga L engyel

Introduction to the Infirmary and Resistance

In the harsh environment of the labor camps, the infirmary serves as arare
refuge where men periodically visit under the oppressive German oversight.
Among them is an elderly Frenchman known as“L,” who becomes a beacon
of hope for the women confined there. His consistent updates on the war
provide much-needed morale boosts, especially for the narrator, who
struggles with profound depression. L. encourages her to find purposein
these dire times by contributing to the resistance, emphasizing the

importance of alleviating the suffering of others.
Functions of the Resistance

L. outlines various avenues through which the narrator can engage in the

resistance efforts, suggesting she spread news to bolster spirits and act as a
clandestine messenger for letters and packages. Embracing thisrole allows
her to gather crucial insights into the camp's horrific operations, deepening

her understanding of the brutal reality surrounding them.
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Extermination Process at Birkenau

The chapter starkly describes the systematic extermination processes
occurring in Birkenau, detailing the grim fates awaiting both Jews and
non-Jews. Following 1943, the gas chambers primarily target Jews and
Gypsies, while non-Jews face other violent deaths, such as shooting. The
efficiency of the crematoriesis chilling, capable of incinerating vast

numbers of bodies daily, illustrating the industrial scale of the Holocaust.
Statistics of Atrocities

Dr. Pasche, amember of the Sonderkommando—jprisoners coerced into
handling the aftermath of executions—provides grim statistics on the mass
deportations and killings, revealing that over 1.3 million people perished at
Auschwitz in a matter of months. Vivid and haunting examples further
demonstrate the methodical cruelty employed, particularly in the selection of
newly arrived victims, who are deceived by music into believing they might

find reprieve.
Arrival and Selection of Deportees
Each new transport to Auschwitz presents a scene of unthinkable horror

where the SS play music to mock the anguished newcomers. The selection

process, deciding who would be spared temporarily and who would be sent
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directly to their deaths, is a grotesque game of fate, with the gas chambers
falsely labeled as showers to further manipulate and terrify their victims.

The Gas Chamber and Crematories

Survivors recount the experiences inside the gas chambers and the gruesome
logistics of body disposal in the crematories. These accounts provide a
harrowing glimpse into the inhumanity of the executioners, highlighting the
moral nightmares inflicted upon members of the Sonderkommando, who
often confront the unthinkable by murdering their own loved ones under

duress.
Conclusion: Dual Purpose of Survival

Amidst this abyss of suffering, the narrator resolves to survive for dual
purposes:. to support the resistance efforts and to document the unspeakable
atrocities she witnesses for the sake of future generations. This commitment
serves as aflicker of hope, aming to combat the darkness enveloping their

reality and ensuring that such horrors are not forgotten.
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Chapter 11 Summary: “Canada”

In Chapter 11 of "Five Chimneys," titled "Canada: A Repository of
Valuables," the narrative delvesinto the grim realities of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp, focusing on a building dubbed
"Canada." Here, the belongings of deportees were stored, as the Nazis
encouraged incoming prisoners to bring valuable items. Thisled to a
veritable treasure trove of possessions, including food, clothing, and
personal effects, which were meticulously sorted by a workforce tasked with
uncovering hidden valuables. These items were routinely shipped back to
Germany, underscoring the camp's role not only as a site of detention but

also as a mechanism for looting the victims' lives.

Amidst the chaos, the chapter paints a somber picture of the heartbreaking
remnants left behind. Among the possessions were chilling symbols of the
victims' past lives, like hair taken from the deceased and rows of baby
carriages—a haunting reminder of the children lost to the horrors of the
Holocaust. Workersin "Canada," having been afforded certain privileges,
often took advantage of these conditions to steal items, engaging in a
dangerous black market trade that emerged despite the risk of severe
punishment. This underground economy became essential for survival, as
inmates exchanged goods at inflated prices, navigating a system where

scarcity dictated value.
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The narrative then shifts to the Czech Camp, initially characterized by
relatively better living conditions and clothing due to special provisions.
However, this situation deteriorated dramatically when plans for the camp's
liguidation were set in motion. Despite brave attempts at rebellion, the
Czech prisoners faced grim fates, with many being doomed to
extermination. The chapter recounts poignant farewells and tragic moments
shared among the inmates, emphasizing their resilience and despair in the

face of imminent death.

Asthe liquidation progressed, the tales of love and human connection amidst
the horror cometo light, illustrating the profound desperation and

hel plessness of the inmates. The final scenes of the chapter expose the
heart-wrenching endings of the Czech community, culminating with their
forced transfer to the crematorium. The chapter concludes with a haunting
image of the remnants left behind, poignant symbols of the profound loss
and devastation wrought to the population of the camp, encapsulating the
deep tragedy of human suffering during one of history's darkest periods.
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Chapter 12: The Morgue

Chapter 12 Summary: Five Chimneys

In this harrowing chapter, the narrator recounts the nightmarish realities of
life in the concentration camp, specifically focusing on their rolein the
infirmary, where the handling of corpses becomes a gruesome routine. The
task is made even more chilling by inadequate washing facilities and the
ever-watchful eyes of German guards, who enforce inhumane treatment and

contribute to the sense of despair.

Amidst this bleak environment, the narrator works alongside a Polish girl
whose emotional turmoil reaches a breaking point upon discovering her
mother's lifeless body among the dead. This traumatic moment underscores
the personal losses and grief endured by those trapped in the camp,
highlighting the profound emotional toll of their daily existence.

The chapter vividly details the physical deterioration of the inmates,
showcasing alarming weight loss and malnutrition. Many of the women face
menstrual disorders, believed to be worsened by the chemicalsin their
meager food supply. These health issues, along with the psychological
decline of the prisoners, create a grim picture of life in the camp. Inmates

exhibit signs of severe mental deterioration, and a pervasive sense of apathy
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emerges, as many resign themselves to afate they feel powerless to change.

The narrator also reflects on the plight of new arrivals, who enter the camp
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Chapter 13 Summary: The“Angel of Death” vs. the
“Grand Selector”

Summary of Chapter 13: Five Chimneys by Olga L engyel

In this harrowing chapter, the narrator recounts a near-death experience
during the infamous selection process at the concentration camp, where the
fate of inmates hung by athread. Their survival is not due to mercy but
rather the unpredictable curiosity of Irma Griese, a notorious camp officia
known for her brutality. Griese, along with another chief directress,
conducted selections with an iron fist, thrumming panic through the ranks of
women. Her cruelty is particularly aimed at those who still possess physical

beauty, as she often resorts to her whip to instill fear and control.

During a pivotal moment in June 1944, 315 women are confined in a
washroom, expecting execution. Accompanying Dr. Klein, the narrator
courageously appeals for the women'’ slives, asserting that a grave mistake
has been made in their selection. Initialy, Dr. Klein, loyal to Griese,
dismisses the plea as futile. However, under the weight of the narrator's
desperation, he relents and agrees to spare 31 of the women from the gas

chambers.

Y et, this act of defiance does not go unpunished. The narrator faces severe
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retribution for Dr. Klein'sintervention—forced to kneel in therain as
punishment. When Dr. Klein reappears unexpectedly to deliver medicine, he
confronts Griese, exacerbating the narrator's dangerous position.
Subsequently, Griese summons the narrator for questioning, intent on
asserting her dominance and punishing them for their insubordination. In a
brutal confrontation, she physically assaults the narrator, leaving them
bruised and bloodied. Despite this violence, the narrator manages to return to

their barrack just in time for roll call.

As the chapter closes, the atmosphere in the camp remains thick with tension
and dread. The ever-present fear of violence and death looms large as the
narrator witnesses Griese preparing for her next selection of victims,
emphasizing the relentless oppression that defines life in Auschwitz.
Through these experiences, the chapter highlights the indomitable spirit
required to endure such horror while also exposing the chilling reality of life

under the Nazi regime.
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Chapter 14 Summary: “ Organization”

In Chapter 14 of "Five Chimneys"' by Olga Lengyel, the author explores the

harsh realities of survival in a concentration camp, emphasizing the concept
of "organization" as a means of coping with dire conditions. Upon her
arrival, an older internee stresses the crucia need to "organize," which
Lengyel initially misunderstands. It soon becomes clear that thisterm s
euphemistically used to describe the theft of food and resources necessary
for survival. Asthe narrative unfolds, theft is portrayed not ssimply as a
crime, but as a grotesgque form of solidarity where individuals steal to sustain
one another, particularly when their actions target their oppressors, the

Germans.

The chapter delves into the complex social dynamics of the camp, where the
lines between stealing and "organizing" frequently blur. Conflicts arise when
inmates accost one another over theft, only for the accused to defend their
actions by claiming they were merely organizing for survival. This moral
ambiguity fosters both camaraderie and division. Unexpected kindnesses
surface as some individuals rise to the occasion, demonstrating selflessness,

while others resort to self-serving acts cloaked in the guise of necessity.
An illustrative incident involves the author receiving a spoon as a gesture of

generosity, only for it to be subsequently stolen by awealthier inmate,

underscoring the ethical decay present in such harsh circumstances. These
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narratives raise troubling questions about the characters integrity and what

survival entails when stripped of humanity.

Further complicating the scene, Lengyel interacts with Malika, a
policewoman among the internees who has come to dominate the essentia
barter system for food. The author and a friend face their own ethical
guandaries as they contemplate trading valuable aspirin for meager food
supplies. Despite wresting with the moral implications of their desperate
choices, they ultimately choose to barter, highlighting the grim realities of

existence in the camp.

Through these vivid accounts, the chapter powerfully illustrates the struggle
for survival amidst dehumanization. It reveals the constant battle between
morality and necessity, depicting how individuals navigate the complexities

of human behavior in the face of starvation and despair.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Accursed Births

Summary of Chapter 15 - Five Chimneys by Olga L engyel

The chapter delves into the harrowing experiences of mothers and infantsin
the Birkenau-Auschwitz camps, revealing the grim reality faced by those
who gave birth under Nazi oppression. When a baby was born, both the
mother and infant were typically sent to the gas chambers unless the
newborn was stillborn or in poor health. This brutal policy aimed to
eradicate any chance of new life from women in the camps, which in turn

condemned the mothers to share the same tragic fate.

Amidst this horrific backdrop, a small group of caregivers grappled with
their moral compass. In a desperate bid to save the lives of mothers, they
devised a plan to conceal live births as stillbirths, knowing that any newborn
caught alive would not survive. Y et, despite their courageous efforts, the
reality remained grim as the babies were ultimately doomed, plunging the

caregivers into deep moral conflict over their actions.

The struggle to detect pregnancies was a matter of life and death in the
camps, as the administration actively sought to eliminate any potential
mothers. Pregnant women often concealed their conditions to avoid

execution, but those who managed to hide their pregnancies until labor faced
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horrifying consequences during roll calls. Medical personnel in the camps
felt the weight of this oppressive system, with some physicians bravely
defying orders to report pregnancies accurately, risking their lives to protect

the women.

Additionally, as pregnancy rates among deportees began to decline, Dr.
Mengele—infamous for his cruel experiments—misused the situation for his
own amusement. He offered a deceptive semblance of special treatment for
pregnant women, claiming exemptions from roll call and better rations.
However, his true intentions were far more sinister, as he would interrogate
these vulnerable women, showcasing a complete disregard for their
suffering. This further emphasized that the camp's functions were not

supportive but rather a prelude to death.

In conclusion, this chapter paints a harrowing picture of the moral dilemmas
faced by caregivers and the unyielding brutality of the Nazi regime towards
pregnant women and their infants, shedding light on a dark chapter of human
history that underscores the extreme conditions of survival and the profound

ethical conflicts that arose within the camps.
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Chapter 16: Small Details of Living Behind Barbed Wire

Summary of Chapter 16: Five Chimneys by Olga L engyel

As November 1944 drew to a close, the atmosphere in Auschwitz-Birkenau
was marked by a stark mix of oppression and the flickers of resistance
among the inmates. With the German guards' vigilance waning, inmates
from neighboring camps found brief opportunities to connect across the
barbed wire, risking their lives to communicate with loved ones. These
moments of shared hope offered a fragile sense of defiance against their

grim reality.

The peril of these encounters was underscored by atragic incident when a
young Hungarian girl was shot in the eye during one such clandestine
meeting. This event revealed the constant threat of violence, leading some
inmates to envy those who chose death by touching the electrified fences—

a harrowing indication of their despair overshadowing their will to live.

Among the most harrowing experiences in the camp was the tattooing
process, which many believed might somehow confer protection. However,
it served primarily to strip them of their identities, reducing individuals to
mere numbers. Inmates received colored triangles indicating their nationality

or alleged crimes, further dehumanizing them; Jews, Gentiles, and religious
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figures alike suffered under this brutal system.

Religious figures, including nuns and priests, faced especially horrific
conditions. Despite their faith providing some solace, they were subjected to
intense humiliation and forced labor, forced to surrender their religious

practices as a part of their dehumanization.

The chapter poignantly addresses the tragic fate of children, who faced a
selection process that culminated in their extermination. Surprisingly mature
for their years, some children confronted their grim fate with dignity, an

almost heartbreaking juxtaposition against the guards' indifference,

Attention then shifts to the Gypsy community in Auschwitz, who initially
experienced dlightly better conditions than other deportees. However, this
changed when they were rounded up for extermination, illustrating the
Nazis' indiscriminate extermination policies and their brutal targeting of

marginalized groups.

The mass extermination of Hungarian Jews in 1944 was particularly severe,
exacerbated by the complicity of the Hungarian government. This betrayal
contributed to the pain of deportees who desperately sought rescue and

escape from their fate.

In this chapter, Lengyel poignantly captures the profound suffering, courage,
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and resilience displayed by individuals amidst the unspeakable horrors of
Auschwitz-Birkenau. By intertwining personal narratives with the broader
historical context, she highlights the deep emotional scars left by the

Holocaust, ultimately presenting a testament to the human spirit's endurance
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Chapter 17 Summary: The Methodsand Their Madness

Chapter 17 of "Five Chimneys' by Olga Lengyel provides a stark and
detailed account of the life and conditions faced by inmates at the
Auschwitz-Birkenau camp, emphasizing the harsh realities of forced labor,

ilIness, and the overarching brutality of the Nazi regime.

Work Conditions at Auschwitz-Birkenau The chapter opens by
delineating the distinct roles of Auschwitz as alabor camp and Birkenau as
an extermination site, where even forced labor was a grim necessity. Inmates
were subjected to back-breaking work, which included menial tasks such as
carrying food or cleaning latrines, while also engaging in deliberately futile
activities like moving stones back and forth. This relentless labor, performed
under the watchful eyes of intimidating S.S. guards, was coupled with scant

nourishment, leading to extreme physical exhaustion.

llIness and Mortality: The narrative shiftsto the dire health conditions
under which the internees lived, revealing agrim reality: many inmates
were gravely ill yet compelled to work to escape the dreaded hospital, a
place synonymous with a death sentence. The combination of inadequate
nutrition and inhumane living conditions exacerbated the spread of
infectious diseases, resulting in alarmingly high death rates. Descriptions of
the hospital highlight its further deterioration due to overcrowding and poor

sanitation, making recovery nearly impossible.
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Living Conditions and Hygiene Lengyel vividly depicts the appalling
hygiene standards in the camp, where even disinfection efforts were a cruel
mockery. Inmates were subjected to humiliating decontamination processes,
thrown into quick showers only to be left exposed to the harsh elements,
often stripped of their clothing. The pervasive presence of lice and other
vermin added to their suffering, indicative of the unsanitary conditions they

endured daily.

Dreams of Escape: Amid the despair, some inmates harbored faint

hopes of escape, although the reality highlighted the futility of such dreams.
The chapter illustrates the extreme danger of trying to flee, as security
measures were tightly enforced, rendering escape attempts not only difficult
but often fatal. Those who were caught faced severe reprisals, reinforcing a

climate of fear and despair.

Shift in Camp Dynamics Asthe war progressed, the influx of detainees
from various regions added to the camp's chaos and diversity, creating a
unique but turbulent environment. Y et despite this constant influx of

prisoners, the number of survivors diminished drastically due to ongoing

exterminations and deaths resulting from forced |abor.

Human Rights Violations: The chapter starkly portrays regular
selections conducted by the S.S., which often resulted in immediate
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executions of those deemed unfit for work. This chilling routine underscored
the systemic brutality of life at Auschwitz-Birkenau, with guards displaying
a dispassionate indifference that became emblematic of the pervasive human

rights violations within the camp.

Conclusion: Overall, this chapter paints a haunting portrait of the

inmates existence in Auschwitz-Birkenau, encapsulating the pervasive
despair and inhumane conditions they faced, while also hinting at the small
sparks of hope that occasionally flickered amidst their torment. Lengyel’s
account serves as a powerful testament to the resilience of the human spirit

in the face of unimaginable suffering and loss.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Our PrivateLives

Summary of Chapter 18 - Five Chimneys by Olga L engyel

In this chapter, the narrator reflects on her time in Room 13, where she spent
six months with five other women, each navigating their harrowing
circumstances in their own distinct ways. This shared confinement develops
a complex tapestry of companionship and conflict that highlights the

resilience of the human spirit.

Among her companionsis Dr. G, a Transylvanian physician who creates
an escape for herself by reminiscing about her past life, often embellishing
mundane events with grandeur. Then there's the Yugoslav Girl, who
presents herself as a doctor despite lacking the requisite skills; she
scavenges for makeshift materials while grappling with the fear of being
exposed in her deceit. Dr. Rozsa, a devoted Czech pediatrician, finds
solace in her unrequited love from the past, using her memories as a means
of escape from the bleak reality surrounding her. The group also includes a
surgeon referred to as“S,” who is preoccupied with the safety of her four
sisters, embodying deep familial love amidst their shared trials. Lastly, a
recently married Dentist lightens the atmosphere with humor, recalling

how she celebrated her wedding night in afreight car.
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As the number of occupantsin Room 13 grows to twelve, privacy becomes a
rare luxury, yet the women value their growing closeness. Their dynamicis
rich with both laughter and conflict, often sparked by trivial matters. Daily
life is characterized by unsanitary conditions, yet they cleverly avoid serious
infections, though they suffer from relentless itching. The struggle for basic
hygiene, such as the fight for access to awashbasin, illustrates their dire

conditions.

Each woman safeguards her meager possessionsin "pinklys," makeshift
bags that serve as a symbol of their survival. The secrecy surrounding these
bagsiscritical, as theft and watchful eyes from fellow prisoners create a

constant atmosphere of tension and mistrust.

Despite their differences, the women of Room 13 cultivate a supportive
community, sharing moments of joy and camaraderie. They create cherished
memories, such as afarewell meal involving toothpaste spread on bread, a
bittersweet celebration of solidarity amid hardship. However, the narrator's
secretive handling of packages she receives stirs a sense of jealousy and

unease within the group.

In conclusion, this chapter showcases the indomitable spirit of the women in
Room 13. Despite the grimness of their situation, they find ways to uplift
one another and forge connections, sharing crucial moments of compassion

and understanding as they navigate the struggles of survival together.
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Chapter 19 Summary: The Beasts of Auschwitz

In Chapter 19 of "Five Chimneys' by Olga Lengyel, the narrative delves into
the grim redlities of life in the Auschwitz concentration camp under the

mal evolent command of Joseph Kramer, infamously known as the Beast of
Auschwitz and Belsen. Asthe chief commander of a significant portion of
the camp, Kramer rarely engaged with the prisoners but was notorious for
his brutal enforcement of extermination orders from Berlin, creating an

environment where fear and despair were ever-present.

Amidst the horror, Kramer orchestrated a cruel facade, allowing inmates to
sit in the camp compound to listen to an orchestra play cheerful music for a
propaganda film designed to present a misleading image of camp life. This
deception occurred shortly after the ruthless liquidation of thousands of
Czech inmates, sharply contrasting the brutal realities faced by those still

living.

Asthe Red Army approached, Kramer's anxiety peaked, leading him to
initiate the liquidation of Camp No. 1, which housed 20,000 women. The
ominous task was carried out, plunging the remaining inmates into a night
filled with dread as they anticipated their grim fate.

The following day marked a horrific mass extermination event, where Dr.
Josef Mengele, infamously dubbed the Angel of Death, ordered the removal
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of sick women from the hospital. Armed guards violently forced these
vulnerable individuals into ambulances, ultimately leading them to the gas
chambers. The brutality of the situation was compounded by guards striking
those unable to comply, creating a scene of sheer desperation among the

InMmates.

Dr. Mengele was notorious for his sadistic selections, exhibiting a careless
pleasure in deciding the fates of those before him. Lengyel vividly expresses
her rage and despair towards him, recognizing the futility of any rebellious
thoughts, knowing that such actions could result in severe reprisals against

her and others.

Irma Griese, another infamous figure in the camp, was characterized by her
striking beauty, which masked her deep cruelty. Dubbed the "Blonde
Angel," she employed her charm to manipulate others into enforcing her

brutal commands, reflecting aterrifying juxtaposition of allure and terror.

Conversaly, Dr. Fritz Klein presented a more complex persona. While he
was involved in the deaths of countless inmates, moments of unexpected
compassion revealed a confusing duality in his character. His rare gestures
of kindness often perplexed the author, who grappled with the implications

of finding humanity in such a monstrous context.

The chapter concludes by highlighting the manipulative nature of supposed
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benevolence exemplified by Klein and S.S. officer Capezius. Klein's offer to
send messages to family members was steeped in suspicion, illustrating the
profound mistrust that defined the captor-captive relationship.

Through these portrayals, the chapter skillfully depicts the chilling interplay
of cruelty, deception, and sporadic humanity among the camp's perpetrators,
providing a harrowing glimpse into the inmates nightmarish existencein

Auschwitz.
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Chapter 20: The Underground

Summary of Chapter 20 from " Five Chimneys' by Olga L engyel

In Chapter 20, titled "Resistance in the Camp," the oppressive atmosphere of
the concentration camp serves as a catalyst for varied forms of resistance
among the inmates. Within the confines of unimaginable cruelty, acts of
solidarity emerge—yprisoners collaborate to divert food supplies, organize
secret festivals, facilitate family reunions, and communicate through covert

channels to maintain their humanity.

The chapter highlights the existence of an organized underground movement
that operates under the constant threat of detection. This resistance includes
broadcasting vital war news via a clandestine radio and sabotaging
operations that support the Nazi war machine, as well as planning the
destruction of the crematoria—epitomes of the camp's machinery of death.
Such acts of defiance are critical not only for survival but also for boosting

morale in aworld where extermination looms daily.

Lifein the camp is characterized by a constant, oppressive fear of death,
with the knowledge that even minor infractions could lead to lethal
conseguences. Y et, participation in underground activities offers many

inmates a vital sense of purpose. Relationships formed within this network
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of defiance are essential; they allow individuals to share crucial information

and provide mutual support amid widespread desperation.
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Chapter 21 Summary: “ParisisLiberated”

#H# Summary of Chapter 21 from "Five Chimneys' by Olga Lengyel

French Internee’'s News

On August 26, 1944, while in the infirmary during a brief respite from the
relentless struggles of camp life, Olga encounters a French internee who
brings the astonishing news of Paris sliberation. This moment of joy stands
out amid the pervasive despair that envelops the inmates. As the news
spreads throughout the camp, it instills a flicker of hope in the hearts of the
prisoners, leading to spontaneous cel ebrations and discussions of afuture

free from thair current confines.
The Reaction to Liberation

The announcement of Paris's liberation propagates swiftly, igniting awave
of optimism among the internees. For afleeting moment, camaraderie
flourishes as visions of freedom replace their grim reality. However, the
German authorities respond to this surge of hope with ruthless severity,
intensifying the oppressive conditions within the camp and executing severa

prisoners under the pretext of quelling "false news."
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False Hopes of Exchange

In this fragile atmosphere of anticipation, an announcement promises the
exchange of internees with American relatives for German POWs. Many
prisoners cling desperately to this notion, drafting lists of their relatives as
they fantasize about a joyous Christmas in America. Unfortunately, this
hope dissolves into despair when it is revealed that those labeled as

“Americans’ are, in fact, taken to another camp destined for extermination.
Testimony of Dr. Albert Wenger

Asthe chapter unfolds, the narrative introduces Dr. Albert Wenger, an
American citizen imprisoned for providing refuge to a Jewess. His poignant
testimony sheds light on the horrific conditions within the camp,
emphasizing the systematic extermination of detainees. He recounts horrific
instances of torture, malnutrition, and the tragic fates of fellow inmates,

including mass shootings and gas chamber executions.

Desperation and Cruelty

Wenger's narrative starkly illustrates the cruelty inflicted upon the detainees,
encompassing the omnipresent fear of selections for gas chambers and the

apathetic demeanor of the camp commandants. His experiences serve as a

sobering reminder of the vast number of lives lost amid the chaos, asthe
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specter of liberation looms closer.
Conclusion

This chapter encapsulates a poignant glimpse of fleeting hope overshadowed
by the harsh realities of life in a concentration camp. The juxtaposition of
possible liberation against the backdrop of relentless terror paints a complex
psychological picture of the inmates struggles, revealing the profound

emotional turmoil experienced during this darkest chapter of their lives.
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Chapter 22 Summary: Scientific Experiments

Summary of Chapter 22 from " Five Chimneys' by Olga L engyel

In Chapter 22 of "Five Chimneys," Olga Lengyel reveals the harrowing
reality of human experimentation at Auschwitz-Birkenau. During her timein
the hospitals of Camp F.K.L. and Camp E, she bears witness to the grotesque
and unethical "scientific" studies conducted by German doctors on camp
Inmates. These experiments, justified under the guise of research, ultimately
served no legitimate scientific purpose but rather reflected a chilling

disregard for human dignity and life.

The nature of these experiments was shockingly varied, some bordering on
the absurd. For instance, prisoners were subjected to endurance tests
involving saltwater deprivation and ice baths, while others endured torturous
conditions that exposed them to dangerous diseases without any medical
consent or anticipated benefit. The grim reality was that many victims
succumbed to the experiments, often being sent directly to the gas chambers

afterward.
Specific examples of these inhumane trials include;

1. Inoculation: Prisoners were intentionally infected with deadly germs,
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leading to numerous fatalities.
2. Ineffective Drug Trials Treatments were tested haphazardly on
Inmates, resulting in unnecessary pain and suffering, with little to no
scientific rigor.
3. Mengele's Studies Infamous for his cruelty, Dr. Josef Mengele
conducted horrific experiments on twins and dwarfs, pursuing outcomes
that produced no viable scientific insights.
4. Surgical and Vivisection Tests Y oung women were subjected to brutal
surgeries—performed in unsanitary conditions—under the guise of

advancing racial science, leading to significant injuries and deaths.

The author underscores the ethical abandonment exhibited by the Nazi
medical personnel, whose motivations were tied to military data collection
and the propagation of their racist ideologies. Dissections were often
performed on living individuals, and blood was extracted from prisoners for
military applications, starkly highlighting the complete moral decay
pervading the camp's medical system.

The chapter closes with a poignant account of Georgette, avictim who
underwent sterilization experiments. Faced with the irreversible trauma of
her experiences, she ultimately chose to end her life, embodying the severe
psychological and physical scarsleft by the ruthless experimentation
inflicted by these so-called doctors. This tragic narrative encapsulates the

profound devastation wrought on the victims, emphasi zing the depths of
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moral collapse within the camp and the terrifying human capacity for cruelty

disguised as science.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Lovein the Shadow of the
Crematory

In Chapter 23 of "Five Chimneys' by Olga Lengyel, the bleakness of lifein
the Birkenau death camp is contrasted with the enduring but distorted nature
of love and desire among the inmates. Despite the camp administration's
efforts to suppress sexual urges—reportedly even through the use of
substances mixed in the inmates' food—the profound mental anguish
experienced in the camp paradoxically ignites a strange yearning for

connection and affection.

The social dynamics within Birkenau are deeply affected by the harsh
realities of survival. In the absence of traditional social norms, inmates
engage in casual relationships that often devolve into desperate acts for basic
necessities. Prostitution becomes a grim survival tactic, with women trading
their bodies for food, yet amidst this degradation, genuine bonds sometimes
emerge, showcasing the complexity of human emotion evenin dire

circumstances.

Y oung women, yearning for companionship, deftly navigate secret
interactions orchestrated by others, notably the blocovas—women in
relatively advantageous positions who occasionally facilitated these
clandestine meetings for a price, fully aware of the severe consequences they

faced if caught. Within this warped social landscape, standards of beauty
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shift, as afuller figure becomes a perverse symbol of desirability shaped by
starvation, and the strain leads to a notable increase in same-sex

relationships under the imposed conditions.

Moments of temporary normalcy are interspersed within the camp's brutal
reality. Inmates occasionally organize gatherings filled with music and
dance, offering fleeting escapes from their grim existence. These gatherings
foster unexpected romantic connections, reinforcing the complexities of love

in this environment.

Irma Griese, a camp overseer notorious for her sadistic demeanor, embodies
the corrupting influence of power in Birkenau. Her cruelty is epitomized in a
chilling episode where she forces a male prisoner to watch as she tortures the

woman he loves, illustrating the dehumanizing impact of the camp's regime.

The chapter reaches a climactic point when afurther act of brutality unfolds;
an inmate is tortured while another is compelled to assist Griese in selecting
clothing, underscoring the horrific reality faced by the Jewish prisonersin
the camp. This scene serves as a poignant reminder of the ultimate
consequences of such inhumanity, exemplified in the tragic fate of both a
handsome Georgian inmate and the woman caught in Griese’ s malevolent
grasp. Through these harrowing experiences, Lengyel poignantly captures

the struggle for love and connection amid the profound despair of Birkenau.
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Chapter 24: In the Death Car

Summary of Chapter 24 from " Five Chimneys' by Olga L engyel

In Chapter 24, the narrator details the heart-wrenching pursuit of her
husband amid the horrors of a concentration camp. After enduring months of
separation and despair, including vivid dreams of their time together, she
discoversthat heis alive and imprisoned in a better-equipped facility nearby,
working as a hospital surgeon. This glimmer of hope ignites her

determination to reunite with him, leading her to formulate a daring plan.

To reach her husband, the narrator decides to disguise herself as anurse,
attaching herself to atransport of mentally unstable patients being sent to an
experimental station at Buna. The peril of this venture isimmense; she risks
being identified as an insane person or not making it back at all. Yet, the
desire to see her husband drives her courage as she navigates the uncertain

shadows of desperation and determination.

Thejourney to Bunais chaotic and fraught with tension. As the ambulance
hurtles forward, she observes the erratic behaviors of the insane patients,
which starkly contrasts with the world outside, where life appears surreal
and almost normal. This juxtaposition serves as a painful reminder of the

normalcy they have lost.
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Upon her arrival at the hospital, the long-awaited reunion occursin an

emotionally charged yet oppressive atmosphere. Her husband, showing
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Chapter 25 Summary: On the Threshold of the Unknown

Summary of Chapter 25 from " Five Chimneys' by Olga L engyel

Asthe horrors of World War Il drew closer to an end, the situation at
Birkenau grew increasingly dire. On January 17, 1945, S.S. troops invaded
the hospital to seize valuable medical instruments, signaling a grim turn of
events. The Lageraelteste, or the head of the camp, informed the hospital
staff of an imminent evacuation, recognizing the tragic reality that many
patients would be left behind, abandoned to their grim fates.

Panic quickly engulfed the inmates as rumors spread of certain death during
the evacuation. This sense of dread was especially pronounced among the
sick, who struggled with the looming uncertainty. Y et, amidst the fear, some
inmates clung to hope, seeking to communicate potential meeting points for
after the war, attempting to maintain connections that the barbed wire had

cruelly separated.

In the frantic days leading to evacuation, desperation culminated in a frenzy
as the sick rushed to gather any available clothing, and fierce struggles
unfolded over scarce wooden shoes. In aremarkable act of resistance, the
narrator and fellow inmates made a daring decision to break into the

warehouse, driven by an overwhelming desire to secure food supplies. This
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bold move was fueled by both desperation and a growing rage against their

OpPPressors.

Finally, as the women began their march out of the camp, disbelief replaced
the chaos of the previous days. After enduring a series of inspections from
the guards, they formed columns and took their first steps away from
Birkenau. This moment marked a poignant emotional turning point, filled
with memories of suffering while igniting a fierce determination to seek

vengeance for those lost.

As the group moved away from the hellish confines of Birkenau, they cast
one last look back at the camp, the site of unimaginable anguish. Distant
sounds of artillery hinted at the nearing liberation, heightening the urgency
of their escape and alowing them to leave behind the haunting reality of
Birkenau as it slowly faded into the darkness.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Freedom

Summary of Chapter 26 from " Five Chimneys' by Olga L engyel

In this gripping chapter, the narrative follows a harrowing march of six
thousand women, forced along Auschwitz Road under the stern gaze of S.S.
guards amidst the ominous backdrop of distant artillery fire. The chaos of
the moment elicits amix of fear and fleeting hope as the advancing Russian
forces hint at potential liberation. However, the women are acutely aware
that their current ordeal might pale in comparison to the horrors that lie
ahead.

Asthey march, the grim reality of their situation becomes increasingly
evident. They encounter the lifeless bodies of fellow prisoners and witness
the escalating brutality of their captors. The tragic death of Dr. Rozsa serves
as a stark reminder of the peril that awaits those who cannot keep pace. The
guards' chilling orders for mass execution if the Russians approach only

deepen the sense of impending doom.

Amidst this despair, the protagonist finds herself consumed by panic and a
desperate urge to escape. Alongside her friends, Magda and L ujza, they
begin to dream of freedom, plotting their escape while enduring the tumult

of their forced march. Asthey progress, they observe the stark contrast of
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civilian life in nearby Polish villages, amplifying their longing for safety and

normalcy.

After a harrowing night spent in a rundown stable, an unexpected
opportunity presentsitself when agroup of dissenting prisoners creates a
distraction. Seizing this moment, the women attempt to flee under the cloak
of darkness, skillfully avoiding the watchful eyes of their captors. Their
determination to escape becomes palpable, showcasing their resilience in the

face of overwhelming odds.

In their quest for freedom, they find temporary refuge in a Polish home
where the kind-hearted inhabitants extend compassion despite the looming
threat of German soldiers nearby. This brief interlude offers a glimmer of

hope, though they remain vigilant against discovery.

Asthe Russian offensive intensifies, the tension escalates further. The
German soldiers prepare to retreat, |eaving the protagonist trapped but not
defeated. In amoment of clever desperation, she manages to free herself
from her bindings amidst the chaos, embarking on a frantic journey to elude

her captors once and for all.
The climax of the chapter features a dramatic and perilous swim across a

treacherous river, symbolizing both aliteral and figurative leap toward

safety. As she navigates the dangerous waters, the protagonist feels an
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exhilarating sense of liberation with the retreat of the Germans and the

advance of the Russian forces.

The chapter concludes on a profoundly hopeful note: the village, once
shadowed by oppression, begins to transform with the arrival of the
liberating Russian troops. The inhabitants, who have endured so much
suffering, now find solace and arenewed sense of freedom, marking a
significant turning point in the lives of the women who have bravely

endured unimaginable trials.
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Chapter 27 Summary: | Still Have Faith

In Chapter 27 of "Five Chimneys," titled "Reflections on Suffering and
Memory," Olga Lengyel grapples with the indelible memories of her timein
Auschwitz, expressing a profound desire to forget the horrors she endured.
However, she recognizes that these memories cannot be erased and instead
serves as a solemn reminder of her fellow internees who lost their lives. This
recollection becomes a tribute to those who perished, instilling a sense of
responsibility to remember and a commitment to preventing such atrocities

in the future.

The narrative then shifts to a particularly harrowing event on December 31,
1944, when the S.S. High Command made a chilling decision regarding the
children in Birkenau. Faced with a surplus of young lives following previous
selections, the Nazis resorted to a brutal method of extermination termed
"bathing," which involved mercilessly submerging childreninicy water.
This cruel act exemplifies the resourcefulness alongside the brutality of the

regime, illustrating the extreme suffering imposed on these innocent victims.

Lengyel poignantly depicts the inhumane conditions surrounding this event.
The children, stripped of their dignity, were herded into showers and
subjected to freezing temperatures and physical violence. After their grim
bathing, they were unceremoniously sent back into the cold, underscoring

the relentless cruelty they faced. A subsequent roll call revealed the tragic
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outcome: few children emerged alive from this ordeal.

The author also reflects on the broader implications of this tragedy,
contemplating humanity's collective guilt. She posits that the responsibility
for the Holocaust does not rest solely with the Germans but extends to all
nations that turned a blind eye or failed to act. Thisintrospection underlines
acritical pleafor justice and accountability for those who contributed,

directly or indirectly, to the systemic violence of the Holocaust.

Amidst the pervasive dehumanization, Lengyel finds sparks of hopein the
actions of some individuals who managed to retain their moral integrity.
These instances of humanity, even in the darkest corners of Birkenau, offer a
glimmer of resilience that inspires her belief in the enduring strength of the

human spirit.

The chapter concludes on a note of hope, affirming that the resilience shown
by certain internees fortifies her faith in mankind. This enduring faith aids
her as she navigates the painful recollections of her traumatic past,

reminding readers that even in despair, hope can flourish.
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