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About the book

On February 15, 2003, a group of audacious thieves executed an
extraordinary heist in Antwerp, Belgium, making off with over $108 million
worth of diamonds from a seemingly impenetrable vault. Remarkably, they
managed to bypass all security measures without triggering asingle alarm or
causing harm to the guards. The crime's mastermind, the sharp-dressed
Italian Leonardo Notarbartolo, was soon identified, but the intricacies of the

heist remained a tangled mystery.

To uncover the truth behind this high-stakes theft, Scott Andrew Selby, a
Harvard Law graduate and expert in diamonds, teamed up with journalist
Greg Campbell. Together, they embarked on athrilling journey across
Europe, navigating through the glitzy corridors of diamond trading and the
murky depths of the criminal underworld. Their investigation revealed a
diverse array of narratives, each adding pieces to the puzzle of this

remarkable burglary.

As Selby and Campbell delved deeper, they encountered a colorful cast of
characters and explored the rich history of diamond trade, combining their
expertise and journalistic tenacity. Their quest not only sought to illuminate
the facts of the crime but also to explore the broader implications of such a
theft in the realm of true crime. Thisreal-life heist unfolded like a cinematic

thriller, blending diamond lore with investigative insights—both a
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captivating adventure and a profound exploration of human cunning and

ambition.
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About the author

In "Flawless," Scott Andrew Selby takes the reader on ariveting journey
through the intricacies of a notorious criminal case that challenges
perceptions of morality and justice. The chapters unfold in a meticulously
structured manner, revealing both the facts of the case and the psychological

nuances of the individuals involved.

Theinitial chapters introduce the crime at the heart of the narrative, setting
the stage for the exploration of the human psyche. Selby delvesinto the
backgrounds of the key figures, including the perpetrator whose actions
trigger acommunity’ s fear and outrage. Through detailed character studies,
readers gain insight into motivations that blur the lines between right and
wrong. The structure cleverly juxtaposes their ordinary lives with the
extraordinary circumstances that lead to criminal behavior, emphasizing the

unpredictability of human nature.

Asthe plot progresses, Selby introduces critical legal and investigative
elements, drawing on his own professional experience to provide an
authentic portrayal of the justice system. This includes the challenges faced
by law enforcement and the legal ramifications that accompany the pursuit
of justice. The chapters highlight the detectives' tireless effortsto piece
together the evidence while also revealing the complexities of personal and

ethical dilemmas faced by those involved in the case.
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In subsequent chapters, Selby deepens the narrative by bringing in voices
from the community, showcasing how crime reverberates beyond immediate
victims to impact entire neighborhoods. The author contrasts the
perspectives of families affected by the crime with those of the accused,
creating a multifaceted understanding of the aftermath and the quest for

closure.

As readers reach the climax of the book, the tension intensifies, revealing the
twists and turns of the investigation. Selby masterfully weaves in surprises
that challenge preconceived notions and force both characters and readers to

confront uncomfortabl e truths about cul pability and redemption.

The final chapters culminate in a poignant reflection on the nature of justice
and the societal systems designed to administer it. Here, Selby compels
readers to consider not just what islegal but what isinherently fair, leaving
them with lingering questions about the morality of human behavior and the

limits of the law.

Through his compelling storytelling and expert narrative flow, Scott Andrew
Selby crafts a powerful examination of acriminal case that invites readers to
reflect on the dark realities lurking beneath the surface of everyday life,
making "Flawless' athought-provoking and unforgettable read.
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Chapter 1 Summary:

Chapter Summary: TheTrojan Horse

I ntroduction to the Heist

In the autumn of 2000, Italian jewel thief Leonardo Notarbartolo devised a
meticulously planned and high-stakes diamond heist at the Diamond Center
in Antwerp, a hub for diamond trading. To set his plan in motion, he
ingratiated himself with the building manager, Julie Boost, presenting

himself as an earnest gem merchant interested in establishing an office there.
First Impressions and Deception

Notarbartolo's charisma and strategic deception played a crucial rolein his
ruse. By showcasing glossy brochures and jewelry samples, he built afacade
of legitimacy that disarmed Boost and allowed him to gain her trust.
Unbeknownst to her, his true motive was to execute a sophisticated robbery
rather than establish alegitimate business.

The Tour and Security Measures

During a comprehensive tour of the Diamond Center, Boost outlined the
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facility's notable security features, including state-of-the-art surveillance
systems and restricted access points. However, Notarbartol o’ s keen
observations were focused not on the strengths of these measures but on
their potential weaknesses. His prior experience in theft armed him with the

insight necessary to exploit the vulnerabilities he spotted.
Establishing His Presence

To solidify his cover, Notarbartolo signed a lease and rented a safe deposit
box under the false company name '‘Damoros Preziosi', successfully masking
any red flags about his criminal past. He made the transaction in cash,
further solidifying hisrole as alegitimate tenant while quietly plotting the

heist for which he would have unfettered access.
Navigating the Diamond District

The Antwerp Diamond District, known for its rich diamond transactions,
was heavily fortified, equipped with numerous security protocols such as
vehicle barriers and comprehensive CCTV coverage, developed due to
previous thefts. This environment posed challenges, but Notarbartolo's
extensive knowledge of security systems rendered him an adept planner for

the impending heist.

Planning the Heist
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During his reconnaissance, Notarbartolo attentively documented the security
protocols, building layout, and vault operations. He recognized that the
garage doors of C Block presented a significant opportunity for theft, as they
opened directly to the outside, bypassing the core security measures of the

facility.
Conclusion

With his reconnai ssance complete and insights meticulously gathered,
Notarbartolo prepared to return to Italy. He planned to collaborate with a
specialized team to execute his ambitious heist, leveraging the
vulnerabilities he had uncovered at the Diamond Center. The stage was now
set for what would become one of the most notorious diamond theftsin

history.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 2 Summary:

Chapter 2: The School of Turin

This chapter transports readers to Turin, a city renowned as Italy's industrial
hub and known for its dark criminal underbelly. At the heart of the narrative
iIsMarco Martino, a shrewd police lieutenant colonel who has spent years
tackling the city's array of jewel thieves, most notably, Leonardo

Notarbartolo.

Overview of Turin's Criminal Landscape

Turin’s vibrant history has matured into a backdrop of organized crime,
marked by feuding Mafia clans and a skilled group of jewelry thieves. For
over a decade, these thieves have been conducting intricate heists with such
finesse that they continued to evade capture, targeting local jewelers while

the authorities focused on more violent crime.

Historical Context and Evolution of Crime

The city’ s evolution traces back to ancient Rome, when Julius Caesar
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established fortifications there, and the Savoy dynasty left a mark of
grandeur through exquisite architecture. As the economic center of the
automotive industry, notably Fiat, Turin attracted numerous migrants from
impoverished southern Italy, bringing with them the turbulence of Mafia
culture. Thisinflux contributed to the rise of a sophisticated and covert

criminal environment.

I ntroduction of L eonardo Notarbartolo

L eonardo Notarbartolo, a Sicilian immigrant from Palermo, is introduced as
asignificant figure within the city's criminal framework. Initially a car thief,
he evolved into a proficient jewel thief, using his early experiences in theft
to hone his skills. To the outside world, he presented a facade of legitimacy

by running ajewelry store, masking his criminal undertakings.

The School of Turin: A Network of Thieves

The term "School of Turin" later surfacesin the narrative, referring to an
unstructured but cohesive network of adept thieves who thrived on elaborate
planning and deep knowledge of security systems. Unlike traditional gangs,
these criminals were bound by shared traits—intelligence, patience, and a

keen sense of greed—which allowed them to perform sophisticated heists
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with minimal violence.

M ethodologies and Oper ations

The chapter details the careful methodologies behind their heists. Each
operation involved thorough surveillance and insider information, allowing
for security systems to be breached without alarms being raised. Their
preference for non-violent techniques rendered them less critical targets for
law enforcement, which often prioritized penetrating more violent crimes
tied to the Mafia.

Conclusion: The Inception of the Grand Heist

As the chapter drawsto a close, Notarbartolo receives atip from one of his
associates about a golden opportunity: the Diamond Center. This potential
target promises a heist of unprecedented scale, foreshadowing monumental
events that will unfold as the narrative progresses. The stakes have

dramatically risen, setting the scene for athrilling and intricate tale of crime.
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Chapter 3 Summary:

Chapter 3: Probing Missions

In this chapter, the narrative spirals into the intricate planning and
reconnai ssance executed by Notarbartolo and his associates from the School
of Turin asthey set their sights on heisting the renowned Diamond Center in

Antwerp.
Notarbartolo's Approach

Notarbartolo begins his meticul ous reconnaissance by traveling to Antwerp,
equipped with a specially modified bag designed to discreetly film critical
details within the Diamond Center. His surveillance involves stealthily
capturing footage of security features, motion detectors, and potential blind
spots—information which is crucia for the impending heist. This phaseis
marked by Notarbartolo’s careful documentation, which includes detailed
sketches and precise measurements of significant areas, showcasing the

depth of their meticul ous planning.
Establishing Trust with Building Staff

During his reconnaissance, Notarbartolo cleverly interacts with Julie Boost,
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the building manager, skillfully requesting blueprints under the pretense of
needing them for future office logistics. His charm and deceptive strategy
pay off, as he manages to acquire access to essential office blueprints that
will aid in formulating their plan. Throughout his observations, he notes the
complacency among the building staff—security guards and
concierges—spotlighting their routine laxity and vulnerabilities, which he

intends to exploit for valuable information.
The Nature of the Diamond Business

The chapter also expounds on the complex dynamics within the diamond
trade, revealing a curious paradox: trust plays apivotal role in transactions.
Despite the significant threat of theft, high-value diamonds are frequently
exchanged in a casual manner, often lacking formal contracts. Thisreliance
on reputation introduces risk for merchants while simultaneously providing
opportunities for astute thieves like Notarbartolo who capitalize on the

industry's inherent vulnerabilities.

Risks and Challenges

Confronted with the daunting security measures and heightened police
presence in the Diamond District, Notarbartolo carefully weighs up various

approaches to the robbery. He consciously dismisses violent methods, opting

instead for a more stealthy and cal culated operation. The necessity for
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thorough and strategic planning becomes increasingly apparent as he

navigates through the realities of the target's robust security protocols.
Home Lifeand Transition to Planning

Upon returning to his home in Trana, Italy, Notarbartolo reflects on the stark
contrast between his mundane domestic routine and the adrenaline-fueled
life of an undercover criminal. He prepares meticulously for an upcoming
meeting with his crew, opting for more discreet communications to keep
their plans under wraps. The chapter culminates with Notarbartolo and his
gang engaging in intense discussions over strategies, inching closer to the

elaborate and ambitious heist they envision.

In essence, this chapter intricately weaves together the psychological
underpinnings and practical elements of Notarbartolo's preparations,
i[luminating the complex web of strategy and deception required to

orchestrate an audacious high-stakes crime.
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Chapter 4:

### Chapter Four Summary: Where the Diamonds Are

TheHeist in Antwerp

In December 1994, the Antwerp Diamond District, known for its bustling
trade and rich history in the diamond industry, experienced a shocking heist
at the Antwerpsche Diamantkring, one of its central bourses. Thieves
meticuloudly targeted five safe deposit boxes, triggering widespread panic
among traders who feared for their stolen valuables. The police launched an
urgent investigation, suspecting inside knowledge due to the heist's precise

execution.
Criminal Shares and Confessions

Amid the upheaval, two Orthodox diamond dealers, initially implicated in
the robbery alongside their accomplice Amos Aviv, found themselves
overwhelmed by guilt. Their moral conflict led them to confess their
involvement to arabbi, who took swift action by turning the diamonds over
to the police. This act of contrition resulted in the arrest of Aviv and his
cohorts, illustrating a rare instance of accountability in the turbulent world of

diamond crime amidst law enforcement's scrutiny.
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The Role of Diamond Detectives

Investigating such intricate crimes falls to diamond detectives, a specialized
unit within the federal police focused on the diamond trade. Their
responsibilities encompass a variety of issues, including smuggling and the
unsettling connections between diamonds and terrorism, particularly linked
to notorious groups like Al Qaeda. However, these detectives often struggle
to gain the respect within the closely-knit diamond community, which can

see their work asintrusive.
The Diamond Industry's Reputation

The diamond businessin Antwerp, despite its glittering allure, faces ongoing
reputational challenges dueto its historical ties to conflict diamonds and
terrorist financing. Investigations have unveiled unsettling connections
between certain diamond dealers and organized crime, prompting the
industry to reinforce regulations and ethical sourcing guidelines to protect its

image.
The Nature and History of Diamonds

Diamonds are extraordinary gems formed over billions of years under

extreme geological conditions, symbolizing wealth and status throughout
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history. Their origins have shifted dramatically: once predominantly sourced
from India, diamonds are now mainly mined in various African nations.
Advancements in cutting and polishing techniques have continually

reshaped public perception and valuation of these precious stones.
Mar ket Dynamicsand De Beers

Cecil Rhodes's foundational role in the formation of the De Beers Diamond
Mining Company revolutionized the diamond market, allowing it to stabilize
prices for over a century. De Beers created a monopoly over diamond sales,
skillfully controlling supply and fueling demand through innovative
marketing strategies. It notably crafted a cultural tradition surrounding
diamonds in engagements, elevating their desirability while simultaneously

implementing robust security measures against theft.

The Theft Problem

Despite rigorous security, diamonds remain an alluring target for thieves due
to their immense value and portability. The history of diamond theft reveals
avariety of cunning methods employed by criminals, underscoring their
relentless determination. The ability to easily conceal diamonds further

complicates law enforcement efforts in recovering stolen gems.

The Complex Diamond Trade
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Thejourney of adiamond from mine to market is complex, involving
numerous transactions. The standardized certification based on the four
Cs—carat, color, clarity, and cut—has streamlined sales but also created
challenges, as alterations can hinder recovery after theft. This chapter

ultimately unveilsthe intricate interplay between diamond valuation, market
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Chapter 5 Summary:

Chapter Fivee THE PLAN Summary

In this chapter, we follow Notarbartolo, a skilled conman, as he meticulously
prepares for an ambitious heist at the Diamond Center. His mission begins
with a careful analysis of the vault's daily operations; he stealthily blends
into the bustling environment, posing as alegitimate tenant engaged with his
safe deposit box. This fagade allows him to observe the security protocolsin

place without raising any suspicion.

Asthe days pass, Notarbartol o takes advantage of the late hours in the vaullt,
keenly noting how the concierge and guards manage their security measures.
His strategic approach involves watching the locking mechanismsin action,

refining his understanding of the facility's defenses.

In Turin's cafés, known as informal gathering spots for thieves, Notarbartolo
meets with his accomplicesto share vital intelligence gleaned from his
observations. He reveals that the vault's surveillance cameras are unattended
overnight, providing acritical loophole for their plans to remain undetected

post-heist. Thisinsight sets the stage for plotting their approach.

The group then considers specific challenges in infiltrating the vault's
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garage, devising a high-tech solution to bypass the entry system.
Notarbartolo suggests an electronic scanner to capture the garage door
opener's frequency, enabling them to enter without being seen. This plan

hinges on their ability to stay hidden while manipulating technology.

However, gaining access to the vault itself presents further obstacles. The
sophisticated locking mechanism of the vault door is the primary barrier,
demanding intricate knowledge and expertise. Here, the chapter introduces
Paul De Vos, the locksmith who maintains the security systems. Unassuming
yet highly skilled, De V os becomes crucial to Notarbartolo's strategy,

possessing insider knowledge that could facilitate their operation.

As preparation unfolds over the ensuing months, the group engagesin
extensive discussions focused on overcoming the formidable security
measures. Each member remains cognizant of the dynamic risks involved,
adjusting their plansin response to challenges posed by the vault's complex

defenses.

By the chapter’ s conclusion, it becomes clear that the groundwork laid by
Notarbartolo and his crew positions them for a highly sophisticated heist.
Their thorough surveillance and intelligence-gathering efforts are
emphasized, but the narrative hints at the possibility of unexpected
complications that could thwart their meticulously crafted scheme. This

tension sets a compelling stage for what lies ahead as the heist draws nearer.
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Chapter 6 Summary:

Chapter Six: SAFEGUARDS

In this chapter, the narrative delves into the intricate world of security
measures and the clever strategies employed by the School of Turinto
outsmart them. The opening section underscores the necessity of recognizing
potential vulnerabilitiesin lock systems, supported by historical anecdotes
that illustrate how clever tactics have historically undermined conventional

Security.

A pivotal figurein thistaleis Elio D’ Onorio, athief with expertisein
electronics. His significant experience with various robberies and ability to
dissect security systems make him an invaluable asset to the School of

Turin, agroup renowned for their audacious heists.

The chapter then shifts focus to the innovative techniques that the School
developed to bypass aarms. They crafted an ingenious plan to disable
dual-sensor motion detectors using everyday materials, epitomizing their

resourcefulness and ingenuity in the face of intricate security technologies.

Detailed insights into the operation of these motion detectors reveal their

reliance on pairing infrared and microwave sensorsto trigger alarms. The
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detectives, having studied system vulnerabilities, noted the opportunity to
exploit these weaknesses, establishing a foundation for further tactical

planning.

Careful and thorough, the thieves conducted mock sessionsto refine their
disabling techniques, including the use of hairspray to obscure sensors and
the creation of tools to obstruct light detectors. This level of preparation
underscores their commitment to understanding and dismantling the security

apparatus they would soon encounter.

Asthe heist planning intensified, the team strategized the best ways to
infiltrate the target location, paying close attention to how they would
navigate doors and alarms. A critical element in their preparations was the
LIPS door key, which represented a significant point of access.
Notarbartolo’ s vigilance in surveillance allowed the group to identify and

exploit noteworthy weaknesses in the security protocols.

The thieves also honed their lock-picking skills through hands-on experience
with similar locks, allowing them to practice without raising suspicions.
This approach highlighted their strategic advantage as they prepared for the

complexities of the upcoming heist.

Asthey neared execution, the team understood the urgency of their

operation; any delay posed arisk of encountering upgraded security systems
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that could thwart their plans. Therefore, selecting a strategic date for the
heist became crucial. They capitalized on amajor event occurring in
Antwerp, which would effectively minimize the presence of security
personnel, showcasing their understanding of the environment and risk

management.

In essence, Chapter Six of "Flawless" captures the School of Turin's
extensive preparation for an extraordinary diamond heist, showcasing their
ingenuity, technical prowess, and meticulous planning. Their ability to
innovate and strategize in anticipation of security measures underscores the

complexity and ambition of their undertaking.
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Chapter 7 Summary:

Chapter 7. My Stolen Valentine Summary

I ntroduction

On February 10, 2003, Elio D’ Onorio arrives at the Diamond Center, where
he has been tasked with installing a security system for Leonardo
Notarbartolo's diamond company. However, D’ Onorio has ulterior motives,
hidden among histoolsis a unigue metal plate crucia for orchestrating an
elaborate heist.

Entering the Diamond Center

D’ Onorio, bypassing the formal visitor protocol, cleverly uses Notarbartolo's
employee badge to gain access to the building undetected. Employing quick
thinking, he fabricates a plausible story to explain his presence, ensuring that
he moves through the facility without attracting attention.

Preparation for the Heist

Onceinside, D’ Onorio waits for the building to quiet down before he begins

his preparation. He skillfully disables a key magnetic alarm system,
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meticulously replacing bolts with tape to facilitate a smoother entry during
the planned heist. His actions reveal not only his technical expertise but also

his confidence in executing the risky plan.
Final Tests

Before exiting, D’ Onorio conducts thorough tests to confirm the efficacy of
his modifications, ensuring all systems are ready for the operation. He slips
out of the building without raising any alarms, feeling a sense of

accomplishment in his careful preparations.
Gang Arrivalsand Planning

As Valentine's Day approaches, other members of the gang arrive in
Antwerp, each assigned specific roles in the heist. Notarbartolo, the
mastermind behind the operation, maintains alow profile while his crew

finalizes every detail of their ambitious scheme.

Surveillance and L ast Details

D’ Onorio and his accomplices engage in meticulous surveillance and
inspections to solidify their plans and avoid detection. Notarbartolo

increases his presence around the vault to monitor the security modifications

they have made, ensuring the heist remains under wraps.
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A Night of Rituals and Expectations

Asthe day of the heist draws near, the gang members partake in personal
rituals, which include quiet prayers and final adjustments to their stealth
eguipment. This culminates in them donning disguises, prepared to blend

into the night as they gear up for the execution of their audacious plan.

This chapter intricately details the extensive planning and mounting tension
leading up to the high-stakes robbery, painting avivid picture of the gang’'s
preparations and the anticipation that builds as they approach their daring
heist.
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Chapter 8:

Chapter Eight: The Heist of the Century

As midnight approached in Antwerp's Diamond District, a crew of seasoned
thieves prepared to execute an audacious heist. This operation was
meticuloudly planned, leveraging a moment when police were distracted,
particularly focusing on the Diamond Center, which housed numerous

valuable items.

The crew consisted of several key players. the mastermind Notarbartolo, the
skilled burglar Finotto, and technician D’ Onorio, with Tavano serving as the
lookout and getaway driver. With nerves steady and gloves on, they

approached the building's garage door, ensuring their entry was discreet.

Once inside, they quickly confirmed their safe environment by checking in
with Tavano about the police presence. Notarbartolo, who had prior
knowledge of the layout, expertly navigated the dark corridors. The team
skillfully circumvented security systems, disabling an alarm using a metal

plate and evading surveillance cameras with calculated movements.

The heist reached a critical juncture when the crew utilized a

custom-designed key to unlock the vault door. Inside, they turned off the
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lights to evade motion sensors and used a panel to conceal their activity as

they prepared to access the wealth stored within safe deposit boxes,
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Chapter 9 Summary:

Chapter Nine: OneMan’s Trash isAnother Man’s Treasure

The chapter opens on a grim Monday morning at the Diamond Center where
caretaker Jorge Dias De Sousa begins his shift only to stumble upon a
disturbing sight—a vault that has clearly been breached, with valuables
scattered throughout the room. Despite the facility's touted security
measures, the robbery sends shockwaves through the Diamond District,
triggering immediate responses from law enforcement and agitating the local

community.

As police arrive at the scene, the atmosphere turns chaotic. Reporters and
anxious onlookers converge, capturing the panic of witnesses who express
disbelief over the audacious theft of their prized possessions. Within
moments, the sense of security in this prestigious district is shattered,
prompting urgent discussions about safety and the efficacy of existing

Security protocols.

Federal detectives quickly take charge of the investigation, uncovering clear
signs that the heist was meticulously planned and executed with
sophisticated techniques that eluded the security systemsin place. Their
initial findings suggest not just a crime of opportunity but a highly
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professional operation, raising questions about the possibility of alarger
cover-up related to the theft.

Amid the turmoil, suspicions begin to swirl around Jorge, the caretaker,
despite the fact that he was off duty during the incident. Both residents and
authorities point fingers, tapping into a narrative of blame that further

complicates the emotional landscape of those affected by the helst.

In atwist of fate, retired grocer August "Gust" Van Camp makes a pivotal
discovery while wandering in the nearby Floordambos forest. He stumbles
upon a pile of discarded trash that contains incriminating documents linked
to the heist. His unexpected find prompts a swift police response, leading
Investigators to see this trash as a potential goldmine of clues that could turn

the tide of the investigation.

As detectives sift through the debris, they uncover DNA evidence and
purchase receipts that tie directly back to the robbery. These revelations help
to establish a clearer picture of the crime and the individuals involved. With

each new piece of evidence, the investigation gains momentum.

However, as news of the heist spreads beyond the Diamond District, the
pressure on law enforcement escalates. Authorities are compelled to act
decisively, not just to recover the stolen items but also to reassure a public

anxious about the integrity of the financial sanctuary that the Diamond
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District has long represented.

Through diligent investigation, detectives narrow their focus onto a key
suspect: Leonardo Notarbartolo, atenant with a safe deposit box in the
Diamond Center. His seemingly untouched status during the heist raisesred
flags, igniting suspicions that his involvement may be deeper than initially
implied.

The chapter concludes with detectives piecing together a compelling case
against Notarbartolo using the evidence amassed from the trash, while
simultaneously grappling with the complexities of international law that
could hinder their ability to apprehend him. This intersection of crime and
law enforcement efforts reveals the fragility of trust in a community
grappling with the reality of vulnerability in what was once a bastion of
safety.
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Chapter 10 Summary:

Chapter Ten: Been Caught Stealing

In this chapter, we delve into the aftermath of a successful heist orchestrated
by the School of Turin, agroup of skilled thieves. Their operation has not
only secured a substantial loot of diamonds but has also ignited a celebratory
gathering at a secluded villaby Lake Iseo, where they revel in their
newfound riches. However, unbeknownst to them, their fortunes are about to

take aturn.

Asthey indulge in their celebrations, Gust Van Camp, a sharp and observant
detective, uncovers crucial evidence connecting the group to the diamond
heist. Meanwhile, Marco Martino, the Italian police chief, mobilizes his
squad to investigate Leonardo Notarbartolo, one of the central figuresin the
heist. Martino is determined to gather solid evidence and dismantle the

criminal enterprise.

Applying strategic finesse, Martino’ s team conducts a search of
Notarbartolo's residence under the pretext of seeking illegal weapons. In
their search, they stumble upon undeniable evidence, including large sums
of cash and diamonds, but are thwarted from seizing the bounty due to alack

of proper authorization at that moment. This unfortunate turn leaves them
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anxious yet determined.

Convinced the heat is off him, Notarbartolo is scheming hisreturn to
Antwerp and convenes with hisinner circle, exuding an air of misplaced
confidence while the police pressure mounts around him. His attempts to
relive normalcy culminate in areturn to the Diamond Center, a move that
generates heightened tension as law enforcement becomes aware of his

presence.

The climax of the chapter unfolds as detectives confront Notarbartolo amidst
rising suspicion and danger. They must proceed with caution, piecing
together a strategy to detain him without revealing the full extent of their
plans. Timeis of the essence as the police near a pivotal moment; they
secure a search warrant just as the thieves sense they may escape with their

haul.

This chapter encapsul ates the tension inherent in the cat-and-mouse game
between criminals and law enforcement. It highlights themes of greed and
the precariousness of alife governed by crime, all leading to athrilling race
against time as justice inches closer to catching up with Notarbartolo and his

illicit companions.
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Chapter 11 Summary:

Chapter Eleven Summary: CHECKMATE

In this pivotal chapter, Leonardo Notarbartolo finds himself under intense
scrutiny as police conduct an interrogation centered around his alleged
involvement in asignificant heist. Despite his self-assured demeanor,
Notarbartolo remains oblivious to the compelling evidence that links him to
the crime, including incriminating garbage recovered by police. Throughout
the questioning, he portrays himself as a naive jeweler, attempting to justify
his actions and whereabouts, but his explanations become increasingly

suspicious to Detective Patrick Peys, who aims to extract the truth.

Detective Peys maintains a measured approach during the interrogation,
confronting Notarbartolo with the inconsistencies in his statements, such as
his extended presence at the Diamond Center on the night prior to his arrest.
Asthe dialogue unfolds, it becomes evident that Notarbartol 0’ s attempts at

crafting plausible responses only deepen the suspicion surrounding him.

Simultaneoudly, investigators widen their probe by interviewing other
suspects involved in the heist, including Falleti and Zwiep, who adamantly
claim their innocence, despite mounting evidence. The chapter highlights

Notarbartolo’ s troubling criminal history and glaringly weak alibi, which
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serve to cast further doubt on his assertions. Forensic evidence, ranging from
mobile phone records to DNA traces, corroborates the connections among

suspects and the sophistication of the heist.

Asthe narrative progresses, the cooperation between Belgian and Italian
police unfolds, intensifying the scrutiny of Notarbartolo and his associates.
The chapter paints a picture of acomplex investigation plagued by
procedural delays, not only revealing the mounting evidence against the
suspects but also underscoring the legal entanglements they face as they
await trial. Thistightening spiral of investigations sets the stage for serious
repercussions and alooming trial, encapsulating the high stakes surrounding

the audacious heist of the Diamond Center.
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Chapter 12

Chapter Twelve: TheTrial

In this chapter, we witness the culmination of the events surrounding the
notorious diamond heist, with Leonardo Notarbartolo evolving from an
obscure name into one entrenched in criminal infamy. The intense media
frenzy surrounding him showcased starkly divided opinions—while some
outlets painted him as a“folk hero” driven by ambition, others painted him

asamere pawn in alarger Mafiaintrigue.

The impact of the heist on Antwerp’s Diamond District was significant,
marking alow point for local law enforcement, who faced immense
embarrassment over their inability to prevent such adaring crime. However,
the swift identification of the thieves fostered an unusual cooperation
between Belgian police and ABC News, aiming to produce a televised
feature on the investigation. This collaboration faced hurdles, notably
regarding privacy laws that complicated the sharing of information amidst

ongoing inquiries.
Asthe legal proceedings began, the defendants, including Notarbartolo,

encountered numerous setbacks. 1ssues such as discrepancies in Summonses,

language barriers, and trandation difficulties contributed to frustrating
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delaysin the courtroom. These complications left Notarbartolo languishing

in detention while the judicial system struggled to maintain its timeline.

A notable twist occurred when the trial ascended to an appellate level, a
maneuver devised by the prosecution to fast-track the case against
Notarbartolo and his compatriots. This strategic decision eliminated a layer
of appeal for the defendants and underscored the court’ s growing urgency.
The judges eventually mandated that all proceedings be conducted in Italian,

ensuring that all involved understood the gravity of the accusations.

Inside the courtroom, the atmosphere was tense. Initially, only three out of
six defendants attended the hearings, with legal teams divided in their
strategies. Some sought to navigate potential extradition risks for their
clients, as the prosecution worked diligently to paint Notarbartolo as the
mastermind behind the heist. However, debate continued over the true
orchestrator of the crime, leading to a complicated depiction of leadership

roles within the group.

The defense team attempted to mitigate Notarbartol o's responsibility,
guestioning the prosecution's assertions regarding his leadership and
emphasizing the lack of direct witness testimonies, relying instead on sworn
statements. Their efforts ultimately proved ineffective; the court found
Notarbartolo guilty, sentencing him to ten yearsin prison as well as

imposing a substantial fine. His co-defendants received varying terms,
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underscoring the varying degrees of culpability among those involved.

In the aftermath of the trial, Notarbartolo was relocated to a more modern
prison facility, while his associates faced their own legal predicamentsin
Italy. The saga did not end there; one of the co-defendants attempted to
escape, resulting in a string of arrests that spanned multiple countries. This

chapter encapsul ates the complexities of high-stakes crime and the
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Chapter 13 Summary:

Chapter 13: TheLoot - Summary

In the aftermath of the audacious heist, the victims of the robbery converged
at the HRD (Hoge Raad voor Diamant) several months later, hoping to
reclaim what little remained of their stolen valuables. The atmosphere was a
poignant blend of hope and sorrow as each participant rummaged through

bags filled with remnants of their possessions, discarded by the crooks.

The emotional toll on the victims was palpable. Philip Claes, alawyer with
the HRD, observed the deep struggles faced by those who lost not only
expensive jewelry but also cherished family heirlooms. This gathering
allowed individuals to connect with detectivesinvolved in the recovery
efforts, providing a modicum of closure as they faced the reality of their

| 0sses.

Asvictims claimed their belongings, they were meticulous in verifying that
only their own treasures were taken. Joy flickered for some as they
re-claimed items filled with sentimental value, while others left il
searching for elusive pieces of their past. Many small gems and loose
diamonds remained unclaimed; these were dated to be held for a year before

being sold, with proceeds directed toward charitable causes.
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The scale of the theft became clearer as investigations unfolded, with
estimates placing the total value of stolen goods anywhere from $100
million to a staggering $400 million. In stark contrast, insurance payouts
amounted to a mere $21 million, leaving many victims feeling inadequately

compensated for their |osses.

Asfor the fate of the loot, experts speculated it likely found its way into the
black market, where diamonds and precious metals can swiftly be converted
to cash, often without revealing the seller'sidentity. The anonymity offered

by the diamond district facilitated the sale of these high-value items, making

them even harder to track.

L ooking ahead, concerns for the convicted thievesloomed large. Many,
including the notorious mastermind Notarbartolo, managed to retain much of
their spoils, raising questions about the future recovery of the stolen items.
Detectives voiced skepticism about retribution, fearing these criminals may
easily assimilate into popular communities, establishing seemingly

legitimate businesses as a facade for their past misdeeds.

In conclusion, the aftermath of the heist cast a shadow over both the victims
and law enforcement, with diminishing hope for reclaiming the majority of
the stolen valuables. Unanswered questions about the missing loot and the

potential for justice lingered in the air, leaving a poignant reminder of the
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crime's impact on those who suffered its consequences.
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