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About the book

In Beverly Cleary's charming debut novel, we meet Henry Huggins, a typical

boy navigating the uneventful rhythm of suburban life on Klickitat Street.

Henry often finds himself yearning for excitement, feeling that his days are

filled with dull routines. Everything changes when a spirited puppy named

Ribsy enters his life. Ribsy, with his playful spirit and knack for getting into

mischief, quickly becomes Henry’s closest friend, bringing adventure and

joy to his once ordinary existence.

As the pair embarks on a series of humorous escapades—whether it’s

exploring their neighborhood or finding clever ways to overcome everyday

challenges—they forge an inseparable bond. However, this idyllic

partnership faces a significant challenge when Ribsy’s original owner comes

back into the picture. This revelation threatens to tear apart the duo,

prompting Henry to worry about losing his cherished companion. 

Facing the prospect of separation, Henry must navigate his emotions and

determine how to fight for his friendship with Ribsy. The story unfolds with

themes of loyalty, friendship, and the sometimes bittersweet nature of

growing up, culminating in a heartfelt quest to keep their playful adventures

alive on Klickitat Street. Will Henry succeed in keeping Ribsy by his side, or

are their joyful days together coming to an end?
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About the author

Beverly Atlee Cleary, an esteemed American author, made a lasting impact

on children's and young adult literature, with her work resonating with

readers across generations. Beginning her literary career in 1950, Cleary sold

over 91 million copies of her books, firmly establishing herself as one of the

most successful writers in the genre. Her characters—most notably Ramona

Quimby, Beezus Quimby, Henry Huggins, and Ralph S. Mouse—offer

relatable narratives that reflect middle-class experiences, often drawing from

Cleary's own childhood in Grant Park, northeast Portland, Oregon.

Cleary's writing is celebrated for its pioneering emotional realism, which

allows young readers to confront their feelings and everyday challenges

through her characters. Her contributions earned her several prestigious

accolades, including the National Book Award for *Ramona and Her

Mother* and the Newbery Medal for *Dear Mr. Henshaw*. In recognition of

her significant influence, she received numerous honors throughout her life,

including the National Medal of Arts.

Her legacy continues to be honored in Portland, where a public school

carries her name, and statues of her beloved characters were unveiled in

Grant Park in 1995. Cleary's passing on March 25, 2021, at the age of 104,

marked the end of a remarkable life devoted to inspiring young readers and

shaping children's literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Henry and Ribs

Summary of Chapter 1: Henry and Ribsy

In the delightful opening chapter of "Henry Huggins," we are introduced to

Henry Huggins, an imaginative third-grader living on Klickitat Street. With

his scruffy appearance, Henry navigates an otherwise mundane existence,

finding bliss in his weekly swimming excursions to the Y.M.C.A. Despite

the simplicity of his life, he yearns for a dose of excitement.

One pivotal Wednesday, following his swim, Henry visits a drugstore for a

chocolate ice cream cone, where he encounters a scruffy dog in need, whom

he affectionately names Ribsy. With Ribsy clearly hungry and without a

home, Henry is compelled by his childhood dreams to adopt the dog. He

decides to call his mother to seek permission, navigating a comical struggle

with a payphone and Ribsy's antics. After a humorous back-and-forth,

Henry’s mother reluctantly approves—on the condition that Henry brings

Ribsy home on the bus.

However, the adventure quickly takes a chaotic turn when Henry learns that

pets are not allowed on public transportation unless they are in a box.

Undeterred, he retrieves a hair tonic box from the store to serve as a

makeshift carrier. Yet, as fate would have it, Ribsy escapes during their bus
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ride, resulting in an uproar as passengers react to the unexpected canine

invasion. The situation escalates dramatically when Ribsy inadvertently

sends apples rolling across the aisle, leading the bus driver to order Henry

and Ribsy off the bus.

Just when all seems lost, a kind policeman arrives, alerted to Henry’s plight.

Instead of reprimanding him, the officer offers a ride home, bringing relief

and joy to the young boy. With sirens blaring, they make their way through

town, drawing the curious gaze of neighbors. Arriving home, Henry’s

parents anxiously await, and Ribsy is officially welcomed into the Huggins

family.

This chapter not only sets the stage for Henry's burgeoning friendship with

Ribsy but also captures the essence of childhood adventure, the desire for

companionship, and the heartwarming bond between a boy and his new dog.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Gallons of Guppies

Chapter 2 Summary: Gallons of Guppies

Every day after school, Henry and his dog, Ribsy, would walk home

together. However, on Fridays, they took a longer route to indulge in a visit

to the Lucky Dog Pet Shop. During one of these visits, Henry stumbled upon

a special promotion for guppies. With a silver dollar gift from his

grandfather in his pocket, he decided to buy a pair, imagining they would

make for quiet, trouble-free companions in his room.

At the pet shop, Mr. Pennycuff, the store owner, kindly educated Henry

about the essentials of fish care, explaining how to create a suitable habitat

for his new pets. As Henry carried his guppies home, Ribsy, driven by the

irresistible scent of horse meat that Henry also had, created a chaotic scene

as the boy attempted to juggle both his pets and prevent his mischievous dog

from snatching the meat.

Upon arriving home, Henry proudly introduced his guppies to his mother,

who was both surprised and enchanted to see baby guppies already

swimming about. This unexpected development posed a new challenge;

Henry quickly realized that he needed more space to accommodate the

growing fish family. With his father’s assistance, they ingeniously
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repurposed a pickle jar to house the additional guppies.

As time passed, Henry's guppy collection blossomed, transforming his room

into a mini aquarium filled with jars of vibrant fish. His fascination and

commitment to watching the guppies flourish gradually led him to neglect

playing outside with friends. Concerned about the burgeoning fish

population, both his parents voiced their worries, ultimately prompting his

mother to insist that he find homes for some of the fish.

Though hesitant to part with his beloved guppies, Henry recognized his

mother's need for jars for canning. With a heavy heart, he decided to return

some of the fish to the pet store. To his surprise, Mr. Pennycuff offered him

store credit worth seven dollars for the guppies, igniting a flicker of

excitement in Henry. After considering his options, he had an epiphany: he

desired even more fish. This realization culminated in a tender moment as

his father promised to buy a larger tank and heater, allowing them to expand

their aquatic family.

Themes and Character Development:

This chapter beautifully encapsulates themes of responsibility, growth, and

the joys of pet ownership. Henry's initial enthusiasm illustrates his

innocence and eagerness to learn, but it also highlights the balance of

responsibility as he navigates the complexities of caring for a growing fish
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population. The evolving bond between Henry and his father is underscored

through their collaborative efforts in looking after the guppies, deepening

their relationship in the process. Overall, the chapter captures the essence of

childhood excitement, the challenges that accompany new responsibilities,

and the love for animals, culminating in a heartwarming adventure replete

with valuable life lessons.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 3 Summary: Henry and the Night Crawlers

Chapter 3 Summary: Henry and the Night Crawlers

In this chapter, we meet Henry Huggins, a resourceful and earnest

fifth-grader, who is in a financial pinch after recently acquiring his new dog,

Ribsy. Henry has set his sights on a coveted cowhide football that costs

thirteen dollars and ninety-five cents, but his savings of merely forty-six

cents and a few old milk bottles falls woefully short of his goal.

The tension rises when Henry’s friend, Scooter McCarthy, shows up with

the very football Henry longs for. The sight of the real ball intensifies

Henry's yearning, and they engage in a spirited game. However, the fun

turns into misfortune when Henry accidentally tosses the football into the

path of a speeding car, resulting in its sudden disappearance. Scooter blames

Henry for the mishap, furiously declaring that Henry must replace the lost

ball. Overwhelmed by guilt and a sense of obligation, Henry resolves to earn

the money needed to make amends.

As he contemplates how to gather funds, Henry notices his neighbor, Mr.

Grumbie, collecting night crawlers—large, wriggling worms that emerge

during wet and dark conditions. Mr. Grumbie offers to pay a penny for each

worm, igniting a spark of inspiration in Henry. Encouraged by this
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newfound opportunity, he ventures to the park to catch night crawlers with

great enthusiasm.

Henry's efforts pay off as he collects a significant number of worms but soon

realizes he needs even more to reach his financial target. Just when he is

feeling the weight of his predicament, fortune smiles upon him when a kind

stranger returns the lost football, which had ended up in their car. Elated,

Henry dashes to Scooter's house to return the football, experiencing a wave

of relief and the joy of friendship restored.

This chapter deftly explores themes of responsibility, friendship, and the

resilience required to rectify mistakes. Through Henry’s journey, we see the

importance of hard work, creativity in overcoming obstacles, and the moral

imperative to do right by friends, underscoring his growth as a character.
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Chapter 4: The Green Christmas

Chapter 4: The Green Christmas

As Christmas approaches, Henry Huggins is filled with excitement but also a

twinge of anxiety, particularly due to his father's gloomy prediction of a

"green Christmas" — one devoid of snow. In his daydreams, he envisions a

shiny new sled hidden in the garage, but this anticipation is overshadowed

by the dreaded school operetta, “A Visit to Santa Claus.” Henry, who has

previously participated in school plays with simple roles, clutches to the

hope that he might escape involvement this time around.

However, when Miss Roop announces the cast for the operetta, Henry's heart

sinks as he is assigned the role of Timmy, a young boy dressed in pajamas

who dreams of Santa Claus. The thought of facing ridicule from his

classmates for such an embarrassing part overwhelms him. Determined to

avoid this fate, Henry desperately attempts to escape his role by pretending

to be sick and misreading lines, but his efforts are futile.

As rehearsals kick off, the burden of his role weighs heavily on him,

particularly as his parents prepare him with new pajamas for the

performance. Just when despair seems to engulf him, a flurry of snowflakes

falling outside the classroom creates a glimmer of hope. His classmates

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


become enchanted by the snowfall, yet Henry remains preoccupied with the

weight of his play responsibilities, wishing he were outside experiencing the

winter wonderland instead.

In an unexpected turn of events, chaos ensues in the auditorium when Ribsy,

Henry's loyal dog, breaches the space, leading to a mishap with a paint can

that hilariously leaves Henry covered in green paint. While Miss Roop is

flustered by the commotion, Henry seizes the moment and offers a clever

solution — claiming he cannot perform because he is now green. Amused by

his creativity, Miss Roop allows him to trade his role for that of the Green

Elf, a part which entails no lines and significantly less pressure.

This surprise twist not only alleviates Henry's anxiety but also fills him with

newfound joy. He can now embrace the holiday spirit, look forward to

playing in the snow with Ribsy, and finally enjoy the pure excitement of a

snowy Christmas. 

Themes and Character Development:

This chapter weaves together themes of embarrassment, social pressure, and

the simple joys of childhood, all set against the festive backdrop of

Christmas. Henry evolves from a nervous boy burdened by expectations to

one who learns to embrace spontaneity and fun, exemplified by his

acceptance of the Green Elf role. The warmth of his bond with Ribsy
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underscores the narrative, highlighting themes of friendship and loyalty

amid the challenges of growing up.
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Pale Pink Dog

Summary of Chapter 5: The Pale Pink Dog

In this engaging chapter from Beverly Cleary's "Henry Huggins," we dive

into Henry's excitement as he prepares for an upcoming dog show at the

local park, just five days away. Mr. Pennycuff, from the Lucky Dog Pet

Shop, encourages Henry to enter his mixed-breed dog, Ribsy, into the

competition. Although Ribsy lacks the pedigree of the show dogs, Henry is

filled with enthusiasm and eager to take up the challenge, despite some

teasing from friends like Scooter about Ribsy being an "old mutt."

As the show approaches, Henry's determination leads to a string of amusing

misadventures. His efforts to groom Ribsy for the competition are comically

thwarted when he bathes Ribsy in the family tub, using too much shampoo

and creating a sudsy disaster. When it’s time to go, Henry can only find a

clothesline to use as a leash after Ribsy chews through the original one. 

Upon arriving at the park, Henry is struck by the array of beautifully

groomed dogs and feels anxious about Ribsy's appearance, muddy from their

earlier escapades. Wanting to make Ribsy stand out, he employs talcum

powder to hide the dirt—only to discover it's pink, transforming Ribsy into

an unexpected "pale pink dog." Rather than giving up, Henry embraces this

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


quirky twist, convinced that it might charm the judges.

As the competition unfolds, Ribsy's antics—getting tangled, refusing to

stand still, and barking at other dogs—add a layer of comedic chaos that

captivates the audience. In a delightful turn of events, despite the

disturbances, Ribsy is awarded a prize for being the most unusual dog, and

Henry proudly takes home a silver cup.

The chapter concludes with a joyful celebration of their unique bond and

unexpected success, highlighted by Henry’s newspaper photo op. This story

artfully illustrates themes of perseverance, friendship, and the spirit of

childhood, reminding readers that joy can be found in the most

unconventional moments.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Finders Keepers

### Chapter 6: Finders Keepers

In this chapter of *Henry Huggins*, set on a sunny Saturday following a dog

show, the playful dynamics of childhood friendship take center stage. Henry,

enjoying the peaceful company of his pet catfish, is soon called outside by

his friend Robert to practice some tumbling tricks. Their lively antics on the

lawn cement their bond, highlighting the carefree spirit of youth.

As the boys engage in their playful rivalry, they are joined by Beezus and

her young sister Ramona, who are focused on creating their own fun. Beezus

has crafted a jumping rope for a challenge, but the boys can't resist teasing

them, sparking a spirited exchange between the groups. The atmosphere is

light and filled with laughter until Scooter arrives, performing an impressive

bike trick that captures everyone's attention—until he takes a tumble.

The mood shifts dramatically when a mysterious older boy appears, claiming

to know Henry and producing a newspaper clipping featuring Henry and his

dog, Ribsy. This boy reveals himself to be Ribsy’s original owner, seeking

the return of the beloved dog. This revelation introduces a significant

dilemma for Henry, who has grown deeply attached to Ribsy over the past

year.
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As tensions rise, Henry and his friends argue passionately that Ribsy

rightfully belongs to Henry, having found and cared for him. On the other

hand, the older boy—who originally named Ribsy "Dizzy"—insists that the

dog should come home with him, as he lost him while attending Scout

Camp.

To resolve their emotional conflict, the children decide that Ribsy should

choose who he wants to be with. They devise a fun challenge where both

boys will call Ribsy from opposite sides of the sidewalk. The excitement

builds as the children cheer, anticipating the dog’s decision.

In a thrilling climax, Ribsy finally makes his choice and trots over to Henry,

much to the joy of his friends. The chapter concludes on a heartwarming

note as Henry reassures the disappointed boy that Ribsy is still welcome to

visit, highlighting the themes of friendship, loyalty, and the bittersweet

nature of growing up.

Through Henry’s victory, the chapter underscores the special bond between

a boy and his dog, deftly weaving together a narrative rich with childhood

adventure while addressing the challenges of attachment and letting go.

Ultimately, it suggests that the love for a pet can foster unexpected

friendships, making the journey of growing up both joyous and complex.
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