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Unveiling the legendary tales of Greek mythology's heroes and

monsters.
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About the book

In "Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths," Bernard Evslin

transports readers to an enchanting world where mighty gods and fearsome

creatures coexist. Central to this realm is Zeus, the powerful king of the

gods, whose charisma and love for beauty often lead to tumultuous

relationships, particularly with his wife, Hera. Known for her jealousy and

fierce nature, Hera frequently confronts the challenges posed by Zeus's

infidelities and the heroes that arise from them.

Among these heroes is Perseus, a daunting figure who is celebrated for his

bravery and exploits. He undertakes the perilous quest of slaying Medusa, a

fearsome Gorgon whose gaze can turn anyone to stone. This mission thrusts

him into a world filled with magic, ancient prophecies, and profound

dangers, highlighting themes of courage, destiny, and the struggle between

good and evil.

Another formidable creature is the Minotaur, a beast born from a curse tied

to human desires and deception. The creature lurks within the labyrinth of

Crete, symbolizing the chaos that often stems from hubris and moral

failures. Each story interlaces with themes of tragedy and fate, illustrating

the delicate balance between the lives of mortals and the whims of the

divine.
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This collection captivates with its timeless legends, showcasing the complex

interplay between gods and heroes while exploring the eternal journey of

mankind in the face of monstrous challenges and divine retribution. As

readers delve into these narratives, they are reminded of the enduring power

of myth and the lessons that echo across generations.
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About the author

Bernard Evslin was a prolific author celebrated for his engaging adaptations

of Greek mythology, crafting over seventy titles that range from

novel-length retellings to short stories. His most renowned work, *Heroes,

Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths*, has achieved remarkable success,

selling over ten million copies worldwide and being translated into ten

languages. The anthology has reached an estimated thirty million students

through its incorporation into educational curricula and includes famous

myths such as "Theseus and the Minotaur" and "Perseus and Medusa."

In addition to his impactful introductions to Greek myths, Evslin ventured

into other cultures, exemplified by *The Green Hero*, which draws

inspiration from Irish mythology, specifically the tales of Finn McCool, a

legendary figure known for his wisdom and strength. He also contributed to

the creation of an audiobook that features a diverse array of stories,

including those rooted in Native American and Mexican traditions.

Through his extensive body of work, Evslin not only entertains but also

educates readers about the richness of mythology from various cultures,

making timeless stories accessible to new generations. His narratives blend

adventure, heroism, and moral lessons, capturing the imagination of readers

and allowing them to explore the depths of mythological lore.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Athene

Summary of Chapter 1: Athene

In the mystical realm of Olympus, Zeus encounters Metis, a captivating

Titaness and daughter of a former adversary. Enchanted by her beauty, he

eagerly pursues her through a series of transformations—she becomes a

hawk, a fish, and a serpent, each form evoking his relentless determination

to capture her. Eventually, their paths intertwine as they merge into serpents,

symbolizing a profound and unique connection.

However, a prophecy looms over their union: Metis will bear a daughter

first, followed by a son who poses a threat to Zeus's dominion, echoing

Zeus’s own usurpation of Cronos. Fearing the potential loss of his power,

Zeus takes drastic action—he swallows Metis whole. This shocking decision

leads to an excruciating headache, as if a conflict rages within him.

Desperate for relief, he summons Hephaestus, the god of blacksmiths, who

heroically splits open Zeus's skull. 

From this dramatic opening emerges Athene, fully armored and armed with

a spear, signifying her roles as the goddess of wisdom and warfare. This

chapter sets the stage for central themes of transformation, the complexities

of divine relationships, and the precarious nature of power among the gods,
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foreshadowing Athene's pivotal role in the myths that follow.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Hades

In the chapter titled Hades, we are introduced to the enigmatic realm of

 the dead, ruled by Hades, the god of the underworld. This setting is steeped

in Greek mythology, where intricate rituals govern the journey of souls after

death. One such ritual involves placing a coin under the deceased’s

tongue—a payment for Charon, the irritable ferryman who transports souls

across the River Styx. If a soul cannot afford this fare, it faces a haunting

fate, lingering among the living until it can pay the price.

Upon crossing the River Styx, souls encounter Cerberus, the formidable

 three-headed dog who guards the gates of the underworld. Here, they are led

to different realms based on their lives on earth. Souls are either directed to 

Tartarus, a dismal abyss designated for the damned, or sent forth to

 awaiting judgment by three revered judges: Minos, Rhadamanthys, and Ae

acus.

The narrative draws attention to the infamous torments of certain souls. For

example, Sisyphus is eternally condemned to roll a massive boulder up a

 hill, only to watch it roll back down again, symbolizing futility and

incessant struggle. Similarly, Tantalus is plagued by eternal thirst, as the

 water he craves forever eludes his grasp, epitomizing insatiable desire and

punishment for his transgressions against the gods.
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Most souls find themselves in the Field of Asphodel, a dreary space for

 the 'neutral' dead, where they drift endlessly without purpose. However,

those who lived virtuous lives are granted passage to the Elysian Fields, a p

aradise filled with joy, dance, and eternal pleasures. Interestingly, the

fortunate souls in this blissful realm have the unique opportunity to be

reborn on earth, although only the most courageous choose to face the trials

of mortal life once again.

This chapter effectively illustrates the intricate beliefs of the ancient Greeks

regarding life, death, and the moral consequences of one's actions, setting

the stage for the continuation of these themes in later chapters, particularly

in the upcoming story of Demeter.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Sons of Apollo

In the chapter titled "Sons of Apollo," we explore the intricate web of

 Apollo's romantic pursuits and their far-reaching consequences. Apollo, the

radiant god of light, music, and prophecy, is known for his numerous affairs,

each resulting in significant offspring and impactful stories.

The chapter begins with Apollo's enchantment by Thalia, the Muse of

festivity. Their union produces the Corybantes, spirited dancers celebrated

for their exuberance in rituals. From there, Apollo encounters Cyrene, a

remarkable huntress who demonstrates her formidable strength by wrestling

a lion. Apollo is so impressed by her bravery that it leads to the birth of

Aristeus, a son blessed with essential skills that enhance human life,

including beekeeping and agriculture.

Apollo's narrative continues as he becomes enamored with the beautiful

nymph Dryope. As he observes her among playful hamadryads—tree

nymphs embodying the spirit of the trees—he cleverly transforms into a

tortoise to catch her attention. However, this playful charade escalates when

he turns into a snake, causing chaos that eventually leads to Dryope fainting

in his presence. From this encounter, they welcome a son, Amphissus, who

becomes notable for his role in establishing cities.

One of the most poignant stories unfolds with Coronis, a princess who
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becomes pregnant with Apollo's child despite her affection for another man.

In a fit of jealousy, Apollo sends a crow to monitor her, but when it returns

with news of her betrayal, the crow is turned black. Unable to confront

Coronis directly, Apollo turns to his sister Artemis, who completes the tragic

cycle by ending Coronis's life with an arrow. Just as Apollo learns of

Coronis's pregnancy, Hermes intervenes, delivering Asclepius, the newborn,

from Coronis's lifeless body. Recognizing Asclepius's extraordinary

potential as a healer, Hermes entrusts him to Chiron, a wise centaur known

for his deep knowledge of medicine.

As Asclepius matures, his healing abilities flourish, earning him acclaim.

However, he soon attracts the wrath of Hades, the god of the underworld,

who feels threatened by Asclepius's capacity to raise the dead. In response to

the disruption of the natural order, Zeus, the king of the gods, strikes

Asclepius down with a thunderbolt. Apollo, enraged by the loss, retaliates

against the Cyclopes who forged the bolt, leading to his banishment by Zeus.

However, through a heartfelt plea from their mother, Leto, Zeus reconsiders

and allows Asclepius to return to life, cautioning him to respect the

boundaries of life and death.

The narrative takes another dramatic turn when Aphrodite, envious of

Apollo’s charm and appeal, sends her son Eros to wreak havoc in his life.

Eros shoots Apollo with an arrow of love, causing him to fall head over

heels for the mountain nymph Daphne, who is struck by an arrow of
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indifference. As Apollo pursues her, desperately trying to win her affection,

Daphne pleads for help. Her father ultimately transforms her into a laurel

tree to thwart Apollo's advances. Heartbroken, Apollo embraces the tree,

which blesses him with everlasting laurel leaves, a symbol of victory and

honor for poets and heroes alike.

Key Themes:

- Love and Jealousy: Apollo's romantic entanglements are fraught with

 jealousy and conflict, revealing the complexity of love and its

repercussions.

- The Struggle Between Life and Death: The character of Asclepius

 embodies a conflict between healing and mortality, fundamentally

highlighting the balance of life.

- Transformation: The characters undergo significant physical and

 emotional transformations that reflect their journeys and the malleable

nature of fate within mythology.

- Connection to Nature: Daphne's metamorphosis into a laurel tree

 symbolizes the deep bond between human experiences and the natural

world, illustrating how nature intertwines with mythological narratives.
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Chapter 4: Aphrodite

Aphrodite, the exquisite Goddess of love and beauty, is surrounded by

 countless tales that illustrate the depth of her enchanting presence. Her

allure is so profound that merely uttering her name can enchant others,

drawing them into a web of desire and admiration. Unlike her fellow

Olympians, Aphrodite is singularly dedicated to love, deriving joy and

fulfillment from her divine role as the embodiment of attraction and

affection.

Her origins are as dramatic as her character: Aphrodite was born from the

chaotic aftermath of the murder of Uranus by his son Cronos. When Cronos

cast his father’s dismembered body into the sea, the mingling of blood and

ocean foam gave rise to Aphrodite, who emerged as a breathtaking maiden,

elegantly riding the waves and accompanied by Poseidon's majestic horses.

Her very presence brought life wherever she went, transforming barren sands

into fertile grasslands, making flowers bloom, and filling the skies with

singing birds.

Upon her arrival at Mount Olympus, Aphrodite quickly captivated everyone

with her radiant beauty and joyful laughter. Recognizing the potential for

discord among the gods due to her unparalleled charm, Zeus took it upon

himself to secure a suitable marriage for her to maintain harmony in the

divine realm. Hera, ever vigilant and concerned about the dynamics among

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


the gods, urged Zeus to promptly find Aphrodite a fitting spouse,

underscoring the intricate connections between love, beauty, and divine

relationships within their world. This initiation of Aphrodite's journey

among the gods lays the foundation for the intertwining of love stories and

monumental events that will follow in mythological narratives.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Narcissus and Echo

Narcissus and Echo

In this poignant myth, we are introduced to Echo, a beautiful dryad admired

for her grace and charm. Despite her allure, she remains patient, waiting for

true love to find her. Echo's enchanting beauty catches the eye of Aphrodite,

the goddess of love, who offers to assist her in discovering a romantic

partner.

Meanwhile, Narcissus, known throughout the land for his breathtaking

beauty, roams the forest, oblivious to the effect he has on others. His vanity

is evident as he encounters smitten girls, only to be consumed by his

self-absorption, which ultimately leads him to a life of loneliness.

The plot thickens when Echo, while in the company of Aphrodite,

encounters Hera, the vengeful wife of Zeus. Eager to share gossip, Echo

inadvertently aids Zeus in evading Hera's jealousy by deceiving her. In

gratitude for her help, Zeus gifts Echo a stunning sapphire ring. However,

Hera soon uncovers Echo's trickery and punishes her by cursing her to only

repeat the last words spoken to her, stripping away her ability to speak

freely.
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Desperate and heartbroken, Echo meets Narcissus and instantly falls in love

with him. Yet, Narcissus, locked in his own world of vanity, disregards her

affections, causing Echo to sink deeper into despair. In her sorrow, she

appeals silently to Aphrodite, who grants her wish to fade from the physical

realm while preserving her voice as a haunting reminder of her unfulfilled

love.

Unaware of the chaos he has wrought, Narcissus eventually becomes

entranced by his own reflection in a pool of water, mistaking it for the visage

of a beautiful nymph. Captivated by his own image, he resolves to remain by

the water, convinced that this enchanting beauty will one day return his

feelings. However, lost in his self-adoration, he ultimately transforms into

the flower that bears his name, destined to gaze at his reflection eternally.

This tragic tale masterfully explores themes of vanity, love, and the

repercussions of self-obsession, revealing how both Echo and Narcissus

suffer from their unreturned affections. In the end, Echo's voice becomes an

echo in the valleys, while Narcissus flowers bloom by riverbanks, serving as

enduring symbols of their poignant fates.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Eros and Psyche

Eros and Psyche: A Summary

In this enchanting tale of love and jealousy, we encounter Psyche, the

youngest and most beautiful daughter of a king. Her exceptional beauty stirs

the envy of Aphrodite, the goddess of love, who decides to teach her a

lesson. She commands her son, Eros, the god of love, to use his powers to

make Psyche fall in love with someone grotesque. However, in a twist of

fate, Eros accidentally pricks himself with his own arrow and falls head over

heels for Psyche instead. 

Upon discovering this, Aphrodite's fury leads her to curse Psyche,

enveloping her in an invisible shroud that isolates her from all potential

suitors, leaving her lonely and desolate. As Psyche languishes in this

solitude, Eros defiantly refuses to comply with his mother's wishes and stops

spreading love altogether. This void of love casts a dreary pall over the

world, prompting Aphrodite to relent, ultimately allowing Eros to have

Psyche and restoring joy to the realm.

However, the situation takes another turn when Psyche is offered as a

sacrifice to an unknown being, believed to be a fearsome monster. Brave and

composed, Psyche ascends the mountain dressed as a bride. Rather than
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meet a monster, she is carried away by Zephyrus, the gentle west wind, to a

magnificent, hidden palace. 

In her luxurious new surroundings, Psyche finds that invisible servants

attend to her every need. Although she feels a deep bond with her unseen

husband, Eros, their relationship remains shrouded in mystery as she only

meets him in the dark of night. Gradually, her yearning to see him

intensifies, fueled further by the arrival of her jealous sisters. They plant

seeds of doubt in her mind, leading her to question whether her husband

might indeed be a monstrous creature.

Overcome by anxiety and curiosity, Psyche finally decides to illuminate her

husband's face while he sleeps. To her shock, she discovers that Eros is not a

monster, but a stunningly handsome god. However, in her excitement, she

accidentally spills oil from her lamp onto him, waking him and igniting his

anger over her betrayal of his trust. Heartbroken by her mistake, Eros

departs, taking their beautiful home with him.

Desperate to reunite with Eros, Psyche embarks on a harrowing journey

through treacherous landscapes, facing a series of trials that test her love,

trust, and resilience. Her quest represents the profound struggles associated

with true love. In some accounts, Psyche transforms into an owl, perpetually

seeking her lost love. In others, Eros, moved by her perseverance, forgives

her and brings her to Olympus, where she aids him in nurturing young
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love—an eternal testament to the notion that true love thrives on faith rather

than sight.

This poignant story weaves themes of love, jealousy, trust, and

transformation, reminding us that the essence of love transcends mere

appearances and is grounded in faith and understanding.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 7 Summary: Perseus

In Chapter 7 of "Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths," we are

 introduced to King Acrisius of Argos, a ruler consumed by paranoia and

dread over his daughter Danae's future. Deeply protective of Danae, Acrisius

harbors a specific fear: that a son-in-law could seek his throne, potentially

leading to his demise. To alleviate his fears, he consults an oracle, only to

receive a dire prophecy: Danae will give birth to a son who will ultimately

kill him.

Panic-stricken, Acrisius takes extreme measures by imprisoning Danae in a

remote brass tower, believing that isolating her will prevent her from bearing

children. The tower is fortified and secluded, allowing Acrisius to avoid

facing the reality of his actions while also feeding his anxiety about Danae's

fate. Despite his intentions, he is nonetheless intrigued and anxious about

her wellbeing.

One night, he is drawn to a curious light emanating from the tower,

compelling him to investigate. When he reaches the tower, the light

mysteriously fades, intensifying his fear and curiosity. In a frenzy, Acrisius

orders his soldiers to break down the walls to uncover what secrets lie

hidden within.

Upon entering, Acrisius discovers a startling scene: Danae is joyfully
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nursing a baby boy. She names him “Avenger,” foreshadowing the turbulent

fate that awaits all parties involved, as he is the very child destined to fulfill

the prophecy. This chapter poignantly explores themes of fear, the futility of

controlling destiny, and the inescapable nature of fate, setting the stage for

the remarkable adventures of Perseus, the son of Danae, as the narrative

progresses.
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Chapter 8: Atalanta

### Atalanta: Summary of Key Chapters

Introduction and Background  

The tale of Atalanta unfolds with the tragedy of her birth to the king of

Arcadia, who, desiring a male heir, cruelly abandoned her on a

mountainside. Fortune smiled upon her when a she-bear discovered the

infant and took her to a cave in Calydon, where she was raised in the wild,

embodying the traits of strength and survival.

Meleager’s Early Life  

Meanwhile, in a neighboring valley, Meleager, the son of King Althaea, was

marked for greatness. The Fates had foretold his life’s length, tied to a stick

of wood that his mother preserved from the flames, fearing its destruction

would signal his demise. As he grew, Meleager honed his hunting skills yet

rejected societal expectations to pursue romance, focused instead on

mastering the art of the hunt.

The Bear Encounter  
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One fateful day, while tracking game, Meleager encountered a powerful

bear. After an intense battle, he injured the creature but lost sight of it in the

dense woods. Following the blood trail, he unexpectedly crossed paths with

a majestic figure—a tall maiden whose bear cloak concealed her identity.

This was Atalanta, and she stood beside the wounded bear, her “brother,”

with Meleager's dagger embedded in its neck.

Atalanta and Meleager’s Confrontation  

Atalanta’s wrath was palpable as she accused Meleager of killing her

beloved brother. Despite his efforts to explain the situation, her anger flared,

leading to a fierce physical confrontation. Both showcased incredible

strength and determination, wrestling not only for victory but also to assert

their identities. In the heat of battle, mutual respect began to grow,

highlighting their shared resilience and fortitude.

Themes of Strength and Identity  

This chapter weaves together key themes such as strength, independence,

and the intricate bonds formed through conflict. Atalanta epitomizes the

defiance of traditional gender roles, establishing her identity as a formidable

hunter, while Meleager reveals vulnerability in recognizing her prowess.

Their encounter marks the beginning of a compelling relationship filled with

adventure and mutual admiration, setting the stage for further exploits in
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their mythic journey.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Mythology Becomes Language

Summary of Chapter 9: Mythology Becomes Language

In this chapter, the author explores the profound impact of Greek mythology

on the English language, revealing how ancient tales have shaped the words

and phrases we use today. This connection emphasizes the enduring legacy

of mythology and its role in our daily communication.

The chapter opens with compelling examples of words derived from

mythology. For instance, "Aphrodisiac," a term for a love-inducing potion,

is named after Aphrodite, the goddess of love. Similarly, "Arachne," which

means spider, traces its roots to a myth about a talented weaver punished by

the goddess Athena. The term "Atlas," referring to the Titan condemned to

hold up the heavens, has evolved into a word for collections of maps.

The author notes how certain characters from these myths have given rise to

terms that describe human traits and behaviors. Icarus, known for his

reckless flight too close to the sun, symbolizes "bold ambition," while

"Medusa locks" evoke the chaotic snakes of her hair. The term "narcissistic"

arises from the story of Narcissus, highlighting the theme of self-obsession.

A thematic exploration reveals how language evolves, often using
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euphemisms to soften grim concepts. For example, the Furies, fearsome

figures of vengeance, are referred to as the "kindly ones," demonstrating

how language can navigate the complexities of human emotion and

experience. The chapter presents a rich tapestry of language, reflecting

themes of love, fear, ambition, and fate, all deeply embedded in these

ancient myths.

Concluding the chapter, the author celebrates the multitude of ways Greek

mythology has enriched our vocabulary and continues to influence our

cultural understanding. Each term—from "Titan" to "Vestal"—carries a

narrative, connecting us to ancient wisdom and shared human experiences

that transcend time.
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