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About the book

In "I: The Creation of a Serial Killer," acclaimed journalist Jack Olsen

provides an unsettling exploration into the mind of Keith Hunter Jesperson,

a notorious serial killer responsible for the murders of eight women.

Drawing from an array of sources, including Jesperson's own confessions,

personal diaries, and court documents, Olsen reveals a chilling narrative that

chronicles Jesperson’s transformation from a troubled youth into a

remorseless killer.

The book opens by diving into Jesperson’s early life, marked by feelings of

isolation and family strife, setting the stage for his later sociopathic

tendencies. As Olsen navigates the complexities of Jesperson’s psyche, he

illustrates how an acclaimed clown and “happy face” mask served as a

façade for the darkness that lurked within. Jesperson's chilling admissions

about his murders, particularly that of Taunja Bennet, illustrate not only his

lack of remorse but a sadistic pride in his actions.

Olsen also addresses the broader implications of Jesperson’s crimes,

highlighting the wrongful convictions of two innocent individuals who were

ensnared by the law's shortcomings. This tragic miscarriage of justice

underscores the risks inherent in criminal investigations and the importance

of thorough police work.
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The narrative serves as both a gripping true crime account and a profound

examination of criminal psychology, inviting readers to ponder the

motivations behind such heinous acts. Through Jesperson’s evolution, Olsen

crafts a haunting portrait of the dark corners of the human mind, illuminating

the tragic ramifications of his path to infamy and the complexities inherent

in understanding a murderer. "I" stands as a sobering reminder of the depths

of human depravity and the lasting impact of violence on society.
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About the author

Jack Olsen, an esteemed American author and journalist, was known for his

compelling storytelling and profound investigative acumen. Born in 1925,

Olsen's illustrious career spanned several decades and included a diverse

array of works that delved into true crime, societal challenges, and the

intricacies of the human experience. Through meticulous research and a

talent for crafting intricate narratives, he earned recognition and a loyal

readership, particularly with notable titles such as "Son: A Psychopath and

His Victims" and "The Most Dangerous Animal of All." His nuanced

portrayal of human psychology and the darker elements within society has

left a lasting impact on the literary and true crime landscape.

In the chapters ahead, we journey through Olsen's evolution as a writer,

examining the key events that shaped his worldview and honed his craft.

Each chapter offers insight into not only his professional milestones but also

the personal experiences and societal observations that informed his writing.

We encounter a cast of characters, including influential figures in the literary

world and those whose lives he documented with sensitivity and depth. As

we explore his major works, we gain a deeper understanding of the themes

that resonate throughout his oeuvre, particularly the exploration of morality,

the complexity of human behavior, and the consequences of societal neglect.

Olsen's narrative arc is not merely about crime and its aftermath, but also
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about redemption and the possibility of understanding and change. Through

his keen insights and compelling prose, he draws readers into the labyrinth

of human emotion and moral ambiguity, challenging them to confront

uncomfortable truths about society and themselves. Ultimately, the chapters

culminate in a celebration of Olsen’s legacy, illustrating how his storytelling

continues to provoke thought and inspire discussions about the human

condition.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Prologue

Summary of Chapter 1: "I" by Jack Olsen

Set against the backdrop of Monte Sole, a mountain located fifteen miles

south of Bologna, this chapter unfolds amidst a rich historical tapestry,

shaped by ancient civilizations such as the Etruscans and later conflicts

involving Celts and Romans. By World War II, Monte Sole had evolved into

a culturally diverse yet insular community, where the local inhabitants spoke

a unique dialect and largely operated outside the awareness of their varied

origins.

The geography of Monte Sole is marked by its inhospitable terrain and poor

soil, which demands strenuous farming methods. The contadini, or peasant

farmers, grapple with these harsh conditions while cultivating essential crops

like wheat, corn, and grapes. Most work under a sharecropping system,

where they toil for absent landowners, often struggling against economic

exploitation yet persevering through generations of adversity.

Daily life here is deeply rooted in traditional structures, with familial loyalty

at its core. Inbreeding has led to a shorter stature among the population, and

the clothing reflects a general poverty—men and women garbed similarly to

signify their humble existence. Economic necessity heavily influences
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marriage customs, with women often viewed primarily as bearers of children

who contribute to family labor, pushing forward the male-dominated social

framework. However, women, while marginalized, find subtle ways to

exercise influence within domestic spheres.

Religion intertwines with daily life, as the local priest holds considerable

influence over the community. Despite this, many contadini harbor

disillusionment concerning the church's complicity in their struggles. The

residents engage in traditional practices and celebrations that serve as

cultural anchors, even as the specter of war looms closer.

As World War II escalates, the pressures confronting the community mount.

The character of Angelo Bertuzzi, a local postman, symbolizes the internal

conflict between maintaining neutrality and becoming embroiled in the

growing tensions between partisans and occupying forces. Local Fascists

and German soldiers exert oppressive demands, further exacerbating the

farmers’ plight.

Amidst this turmoil, the rise of partisans as a resistance movement signifies

a pivotal shift for many families in Monte Sole. While loyalties become

tested, the instinct to survive binds individuals to their land and kin. The

narrative weaves through the experiences of various local families, including

the Ruggeris and Beninis, capturing their contrasting approaches to the war's

challenges as they each seek dignity and survival in a rapidly changing
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world.

Through these intertwined stories, the chapter conjures a vivid portrayal of

Monte Sole, illuminating the resilience and tenacity of its people as they

navigate the complexities of historical upheaval and social turmoil.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Life

Chapter 2 Summary: Life During Turmoil in Monte Sole

In the year 1944, amid the chaos and despair of World War II, the mountain

community of Monte Sole faces immense challenges. At the heart of this

narrative is Angelo Bertuzzi, affectionately called "Postein," who works as a

postman and acts as a linchpin for his local populace. As he navigates the

rugged terrain, delivering mail and providing companionship, he embodies

the yearning for stability and connection amidst the disruption caused by the

war.

Daily Life and Connections  

Each morning, Bertuzzi starts his day with a hearty breakfast before

embarking on his bicycle journey to Marzabotto, where he collects the

village’s mail. His precarious route, highlighted by a daunting bridge that

locals view with awe, symbolizes the fragile nature of life during wartime.

As he distributes letters to the villagers, he makes frequent stops at the

churches of Casaglia and San Martino, fostering relationships with both

priests and community members. He engages with local children,

embodying the warmth of human relationships that is crucial for the survival

of community spirit in these trying times.
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Community Bonds  

Within the community, the local tabacchi serves as a vital social hub. Here,

men gather to play cards, share a drink, and discuss their daily lives. The

new proprietor, Luigi Massa, faces severe restrictions from the Fascist

regime while striving to keep the tabacchi a welcoming retreat for locals.

This vibrant social life, despite the oppressive atmosphere of war, illustrates

the resilience of the mountain people who seek solace in camaraderie.

The Escalating Conflict  

The shadow of German occupation looms large, bringing devastation and

fear to the valley's inhabitants. To counter this oppression, a group of

partisans forms the Stella Rossa brigade, including leaders like Lupo and

Rossi. Although initially motivated by different personal grievances, the

partisans unite against the occupying forces. However, their struggle is

further complicated by internal conflicts and suspicions of betrayal, straining

their solidarity.

Tragedies of War  

As the narrative progresses, the harsh realities of war come to the forefront,

manifesting in tragic, brutal events. German forces respond aggressively to
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resistance, executing hostages and destroying villages in efforts to suppress

dissent. This dark turn of events leads to the death of key characters, like

Dante Simoncini, marking the horrifying impact of war on families caught in

the crossfire and intensifying the split within the community.

Partisan Resistance  

The chapter explores the grit and determination of the partisans, highlighting

their guerrilla warfare against German soldiers. As the fight intensifies, they

face dire circumstances that force them to evade capture while also dealing

with betrayal from within their ranks. Morale dwindles among some

partisans as they grapple with their effectiveness against the escalating

violence, demonstrating the psychological toll of the conflict.

Building Tension and Consequences  

As conflicts heighten, violent confrontations between German patrols and

partisans become increasingly frequent. Ordinary individuals like Bertuzzi,

the contadini (farmers), and families like the Ruggeris find themselves

entangled in this deadly struggle, illustrating the brutal intersection of

civilian life and warfare. The chapter culminates in a tense atmosphere,

foreshadowing significant retaliatory measures planned by the Nazis against

both the partisans and the resilient mountain community, leaving readers

apprehensive about the impending doom that looms over them.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 3 Summary: Death

Summary of Chapter 3 from "I" by Jack Olsen:

Death and Despair

On the morning of September 29, Mario Cardi grapples with the harrowing

memories of military life as he surveys the bleak state of his home during

harvest season. Once fertile fields now lie devastated by war, posing a

danger to local farmers, known as contadini. While hiding in a hayloft,

Mario senses unsettling movements below and ventures out, only to

encounter a German soldier, leading to a violent struggle that culminates in

his capture alongside others.

Massacre at Creda

The tranquility of the village of Creda shatters as German troops launch a

ruthless attack, indiscriminately arresting and executing local men, women,

and children. The vibrant life of the community is replaced by bloodshed

and chaos, with families torn apart amid the violence. Key figures, including

Mario's brother Carlo and their neighbor Attilio Comastri, desperately search
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for their loved ones amidst the horror. The carnage forces many survivors to

flee into nearby woods, as men like Rugi risk everything to save what

remains of their families, only to find countless are lost within the

smoldering ruins.

A Night of Horrors

As darkness descends, the remaining characters are haunted by grief and

uncertainty. The interconnected fates of the villagers evoke a spectrum of

emotions—hope and despair intermingle as they hide from the advancing

Germans. Some wounded individuals find fleeting moments of shared

humanity in their agony. Amid this backdrop, Mario and sisters Cornelia and

Giuseppina Paselli reflect on their profound losses, conveying the collective

trauma that now encapsulates their community. The destruction they've

witnessed challenges their faith and raises poignant questions about the very

essence of survival.

The Living Amongst the Dead

In the grim reality of the cemetery, where lifeless bodies lie in heaps, a

fragile flicker of hope remains with a handful of survivors clinging to life.

They unite in their struggle to help each other and devise plans for escape
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despite being overshadowed by the haunting memories of those they've lost.

The chapter concludes on a note of ominous tension, underscoring the

inescapable grip of war on their existence and the devastation of their

homeland.

Conclusion

Chapter 3 presents a stark and harrowing portrayal of life in occupied Italy

during World War II, highlighting the devastating impact of violence on

families. Through Olsen's compelling narrative, the resilience of the human

spirit shines through even amidst overwhelming despair, capturing the

delicate balance between hope and hopelessness as characters confront the

profound challenges of survival against the backdrop of war's chaos.
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Chapter 4: Survivors

Chapter 4 Summary

Survivors and Their Struggles  

In the midst of Nazi raids, Luigi Massa and his family find refuge at Poggio

Comellini, escaping the violence that devastates neighboring farms.

However, the illusion of safety shatters when Luigi learns that his

once-haven store has been the site of brutal killings by German soldiers.

This revelation drives him on a harrowing journey through the ruins of

Caprara, where he comes across the lifeless bodies of familiar faces,

plunging him and his family into profound sorrow and despair.

As the narrative unfolds, the Ruggeri family, along with others impacted by

the recent atrocities, embark on a return journey to locate and retrieve

injured family members, such as the young Soldati boy. This group,

comprising the resilient Elena, the wounded Elide, and the Menarini family,

bravely navigates the dangers presented by occupying forces against the

backdrop of their grim reality.

The Consequences of War  

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


The survivors confront the relentless aftermath of the massacre, battling both

the emotional weight of their loss and the urgent need to bury the dead. As

they hastily inter bodies amidst overwhelming grief, they grapple with the

physical and psychological scars left by the violence. Elena and the

able-bodied men work tirelessly to collect the remains of the deceased, as

their actions reflect a desperate attempt to restore dignity amidst chaos.

A Shift in Power and the Search for Lives  

With the crumbling of traditional power structures, various soldiers exert

control over the vulnerable survivors. The arrival of Allied troops marks a

significant shift, yet the pain of loss lingers heavily in the air. The narrative

highlights how characters like the postman and the Ruggeri family adapt to

this new landscape, confronting haunting memories while striving to secure

a semblance of stability in an uncertain world.

Homecomings and The Heavy Toll of the Past  

Luigi Massa returns to the remnants of his property, haunted by the stark

realities of survival in a landscape turned graveyard. The stories of various

families emerge, illustrating their determination to rebuild their lives. Luigi's

effort to cultivate the scarred land symbolizes both personal grief and the

resolve to honor those they lost. The wreckage stands as a lasting reminder

of sacrifice and loss, galvanizing the survivors' commitment to preserve the
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memories of their fallen loved ones.

Moving Forward Amidst Loss  

This chapter emphasizes individual narratives of grief, resilience, and the

arduous journey of rebuilding in a post-war landscape. Characters like

Raffaele and Vittoria confront their trauma while assuming new

responsibilities within their fractured communities. As they work to

reconstruct their farms, care for the wounded, and establish makeshift

memorials for the deceased, themes of hope, community, and the enduring

legacy of love lost amidst war emerge prominently, illustrating humanity's

capacity to rise from the ashes of despair.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Homecoming

Summary of Chapter 5: Homecoming

In the aftermath of war, the postman, his wife, and their two young children

make their way back to Sperticano, a journey filled with a blend of hopeful

anticipation and deep-seated anxiety. As they navigate through the remnants

of military traffic, the postman’s enthusiasm for their newfound freedom

clashes with his wife’s apprehensions about their homecoming.

Upon arrival, the reality of their situation hits hard. Familiar landmarks lie in

ruins; Monte Sole, once vibrant and alive, now stands desolate, marked by

burned fields and lifeless trees, devoid of the sounds of birdlife. This stark

contrast to their previous life amplifies their feelings of loss, particularly for

the postman, who discovers that his entire postal route has been decimated.

As the family processes their grief, new characters emerge. Rugi Ruggero

learns the fate of his family as he finds their brutally ravaged bodies and

performs an impromptu burial, a heartbreaking exploration of unthinkable

tragedy. Attilio Comastri, another resident, encounters Rugi amidst the

devastation, and together they confront the shared horrors of their past—the

brutality that has forever altered their community.
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The narrative delves into the harrowing aftermath of the Monte Sole

massacre, as survivors grapple with their memories and the identification of

victims. Their stories weave a complex tapestry of loss and resilience,

revealing the depth of suffering and the lingering shadow of wartime

brutality that hangs over Sperticano. As other residents return, more tales of

sorrow and survival emerge, highlighting the pervasive impact of the

conflict.

The emotional strain on the survivors is palpable; they undertake various

efforts to cope with their trauma while striving to rebuild their lives amid the

ruins. The chapter captures their struggle between longing for normalcy and

the haunting specters of their shared tragedy, illustrating the difficult path

toward healing.

Ultimately, this chapter reflects on the enduring legacy of war, emphasizing

the lasting scars left on the community. Even years later, the unresolved

grief and memories of loss continue to resonate through Sperticano, a

poignant reminder that the war has irrevocably changed both the landscape

and the lives of its inhabitants. The story vividly illustrates a community in

turmoil, marked by profound loss yet illuminated by an indomitable hope for

the future.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Epilogue

In the Epilogue, we journey through the Apennines, where the landscape

 shifts from lively to desolate as we near Rioveggio. Once flourishing farms

now stand abandoned, their fields untended and devoid of life. In stark

contrast, nearby Marzabotto showcases cultivated lands, yet it hides a darker

history. In areas away from the main roads, the remnants of the Monte Sole

massacre linger—a ghost town cloaked beneath overgrowth, concealing the

horrors of the past.

The echoes of brutality are evident in churches and cemeteries, which serve

as solemn witnesses to the violence that once erupted in this region. The

local priest struggles to maintain the graveyards, but the burden of survival

impedes the community’s willingness to engage with their painful history.

Towns like Cerpiano, Caprara, and San Martino have yielded to ruin,

overtaken by nature and stripped of their humanity.

In the aftermath of the war, accounts of the massacre at Monte Sole faced

skepticism from authorities who often minimized the devastation due to

postwar struggles. The burgeoning Communist movement complicated

matters further, as it sought to appropriate the narrative for political ends,

provoking resistance from right-wing factions. Despite these challenges, the

memory of Monte Sole began to receive formal recognition, with memorials

and medals being established long after the events took place. However,
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accountability for the atrocities fell largely on one man, Walter Reder, who

was tried for war crimes.

Reder’s 1951 trial unveiled a history of mass killings under his command;

nevertheless, he was shown leniency and continued to garner support from

factions in Germany. Meanwhile, the true number of victims remains

shrouded in uncertainty. In a surprising turn, Reder wrote a letter seeking

forgiveness from the people of Marzabotto, igniting intense debate among

the surviving families and local authorities. Their resolute decision to deny

his request for pardon underscored a collective commitment to honor the

victims and to preserve the memory of the atrocities committed. Leaders

within the town emphasized the nature of the event as a cowardly massacre,

not a legitimate act of war, thus ensuring that Reder and the ideologies that

fueled such brutality would forever carry a stigma.

As time passes, the haunting legacy of the Monte Sole massacre compels

communities to face their history head-on, fostering a commitment to peace

that is resolutely free from hatred or violence.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Appendix

Summary of Chapter 7

In this poignant chapter, Walter Reder, a prisoner serving a life sentence for

his role in the tragic massacre at Marzabotto during World War II, reaches

out to the Mayor of Marzabotto through a letter. In his heartfelt appeal,

Reder seeks forgiveness not only for himself but on behalf of his elderly

mother, who has been left to bear the anguish of losing three children due to

the atrocities he committed. He acknowledges the severe impact of his

actions and expresses a desire for reconciliation before his mother passes

away.

The Town Council of Marzabotto responds to Reder's plea by convening for

a discussion. Their unanimous verdict is one of rejection; they firmly deny

the possibility of pardon, underlining their accountability to the families of

the victims and underscoring the moral integrity of their community. The

Council members emphasize that Reder's actions should not be dismissed as

mere wartime acts but recognized as a deliberate massacre fueled by

cowardice and hatred. They argue that granting him a pardon would not only

weaken their resolve but also dishonor the memory of those who suffered

and perished.
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Moreover, the Council’s declaration broadens the scope of their message,

firmly condemning not just Reder's actions but the ideologies of Nazism and

Fascism, which perpetuate cycles of violence, hatred, and intolerance. They

clarify that Reder, in seeking forgiveness, does not represent the German or

Austrian people at large but rather embodies the destructive ideologies that

led to such horrors. In their commitment to honoring all victims of war,

including those who demonstrated humanity in the face of such darkness, the

Council reiterates their dedication to peace and the importance of

remembering history's grievous lessons.

In conclusion, Walter Reder remains imprisoned, symbolizing the haunting

memories of past atrocities, while the Town Council of Marzabotto stands as

a collective voice advocating for peace and justice among nations, ensuring

that the legacies of those who suffered are not forgotten.
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