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About the book

In *If You See Me, Don't Say Hi*, Neel Patel presents a series of eleven

short stories that delve into the nuanced experiences of first-generation

Indian Americans, skillfully navigating the complexities of identity,

belonging, and cultural heritage. Each narrative captures the struggle and

reconciliation between traditional values and contemporary life, providing

insight into the internal and external conflicts faced by the characters as they

forge their paths in a society that often imposes its expectations upon them.

The stories begin with the tale of two brothers whose sibling rivalry spirals

into jealousy, exposing the fragile dynamics within family ties and personal

aspirations. This exploration of brotherhood sets the stage for subsequent

characters who grapple with their identities—specifically, a young gay man

who embarks on a journey of self-discovery while navigating the

complications of his relationship with an older lover. Patel deftly illustrates

how love can be both a catalyst for growth and a source of inner turmoil,

revealing the often unspoken secrets that bind or distance people from one

another.

Themes of societal pressures permeate the narratives, particularly through

the lives of three women who challenge conventional norms. These

characters actively defy expectations, embodying the struggle against the

weight of tradition that seeks to define their roles in both their families and
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communities. Their journeys highlight the tensions of carving out individual

identities in the face of deeply rooted cultural values, showcasing the

poignant balancing act of honoring their heritage while pursuing their own

happiness.

Patel's work is keenly aware of the subtleties of racism and the

microaggressions that often shape the experiences of the immigrant

community. This exploration is woven throughout the stories, casting a

shadow on the characters’ lives and underscoring themes of belonging and

alienation. The spectrum of emotions depicted—ranging from passion and

regret to yearning—paint a compelling picture of the human experience,

resonating with anyone navigating the intersection of different worlds.

Through these interconnected stories, Patel emerges as a vital voice in

contemporary literature, illuminating the shared experiences of

first-generation immigrants while also challenging readers to rethink their

perceptions of identity and culture. Each narrative not only stands alone in

its emotional intensity but collectively builds a rich tapestry that celebrates

diversity and the complexities of modern life.
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About the author

In Neel Patel's debut novel, "If You See Me, Don't Say Hi," the intricacies of

identity and cultural heritage are explored through the lens of his characters'

experiences as they navigate the dualities of their Indian-American lives.

The narrative centers on a cast of relatable individuals who grapple with the

challenges and joys of belonging to multiple worlds. 

The story unfolds around the protagonist, a young man whose experiences

reflect the complexities of growing up as the son of Indian immigrants in the

U.S. His journey is marked by moments of humor and heartbreak, capturing

the essence of family dynamics and the strain of cultural expectations. In this

vivid exploration, Patel introduces readers to a richly developed backdrop

where familial loyalty collides with the desire for personal freedom. 

Key characters include the protagonist's parents, whose immigrant journey

shapes their aspirations and fears for their son. These parental figures

embody the struggle to maintain cultural traditions while adapting to a new

life, highlighting the generational divide that often leads to tension within

immigrant families. Through their interactions, Patel skillfully illustrates

how love can be both a source of strength and a point of contention. 

Amidst this backdrop, themes of self-discovery and belonging are central to

the narrative. The protagonist navigates friendships and romantic
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relationships that further complicate his understanding of identity, while also

providing moments of solace and connection. Patel's deft blending of humor

with poignant reflections allows readers to empathize deeply with the

characters as they search for their places in a world that often feels divided.

Overall, Patel's work invites reflection on the universal quest for acceptance

and the unique challenges faced by those straddling different cultures. With

a keen eye for detail and an authentic voice, "If You See Me, Don't Say Hi"

becomes a powerful commentary on the immigrant experience and the

ongoing journey towards self-acceptance within a multifaceted identity.
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Chapter 1 Summary: God of Destruction

Summary of Chapter 1: If You See Me, Don't Say Hi

In the opening chapter, we are introduced to Anita, an interior designer who

struggles with pervasive feelings of loneliness and dissatisfaction. As she

prepares for a promising first date with Vibash, whom she met on an Indian

dating site, her insecurities resurface, reminding her of her past

heartbreak—most notably, a failed engagement that not only shattered her

personal happiness but also strained her friendships.

Anticipating the evening, Anita is visibly anxious, and the mood shifts

dramatically when the Wi-Fi unexpectedly goes out. This incident leads her

to meet Ricky A., a cable technician, who disrupts her isolation with a

surprisingly candid conversation touching on themes of family and

vulnerability. This exchange subtly reveals the complexities of Anita's

strained relationship with her mother, a reflection of the residual pain from

her past engagement.

The evening takes an unfortunate turn when Vibash cancels their date,

leaving Anita feeling disheartened and alone. In a moment of desperation,

she pours herself another drink and impulsively reaches out to Ricky. His

arrival triggers an unexpected connection, as they both let down their guards

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


and spend the night in intimate conversation that deepens their bond.

This chapter profoundly explores themes of loneliness, longing, and the

human desire for connection. As Anita navigates her identity and the weight

of her past choices, it becomes evident that her journey towards

self-acceptance is fraught with complexities. The narrative vividly illustrates

her yearning for companionship in a world that often feels isolating, setting

the stage for her emotional evolution as she confronts her hopes and

haunting memories of love.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Hare Rama, Hare Krishna

Summary of Chapter 2: "If You See Me, Don't Say Hi"

In this chapter, we delve into the life of Samir, a young boy grappling with

the complexities of family, identity, and emerging sexuality amidst the

turmoil of his parents' separation. The narrative is set against the backdrop of

his mother's pain from his father's infidelity with Lisa, a strikingly

glamorous woman who starkly contrasts with Samir's mother. This betrayal

shifts the dynamics within their home, igniting tension between Samir and

his mother, who clumsy handles her grief through rituals and superstitions.

As Samir prepares for his senior year of high school, he struggles to

reconcile his budding self-identity with his mother's expectations. While she

clings to their family's wounded past, he seeks solace in dance, channeling

his emotions through Bollywood moves and secret admiration for his peer,

Jordan Mann. Their innocent interactions quickly evolve into a romantic

entanglement, culminating in Samir's poignant first kiss with Jordan.

However, their growing relationship is threatened by the hostile environment

at school, particularly a series of bullying incidents orchestrated by a

classmate named Brendan Simmons. This external conflict intensifies

Samir's internal struggles, as he confronts feelings of vulnerability, rejection,
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and the excitement of young love.

Alongside the turmoil of his romantic life, Samir's relationship with his

parents deteriorates. The chapter portrays the uneasy and often

uncomfortable attempts at reconciliation between his parents, who maintain

a façade of normalcy for Samir's sake while wrestling with their personal

flaws. 

As the chapter builds toward its climax, a shocking act of violence erupts

during a school confrontation, leaving Samir feeling heartbroken and

confused. This event complicates his feelings for Jordan and reflects the

chaotic nature of adolescence filled with love, heartbreak, and the quest for

acceptance.

Ultimately, this chapter lays a poignant foundation for exploring themes of

love, betrayal, self-discovery, and the quest for belonging, rendering Samir's

journey relatable as he navigates the tumultuous landscape of youth.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Hey, Loser

In Chapter 3 of "If You See Me, Don't Say Hi" by Neel Patel, we delve into

 the intricate dynamics of Raj's relationship with Eun-ji, a fellow medical

student who initially captivates him with her charm. Their friendship

blossoms from Raj's intense infatuation, revealing his youthful

vulnerabilities and insecurities. The chapter begins with Eun-ji inviting Raj

over to study, a seemingly innocent gesture that ignites a deeper emotional

connection between them.

As they engage in late-night study sessions, secrets are shared, laughter

envelops the air, and together they navigate moments of intimacy that bring

Raj closer to confronting his own past struggles with mental health. These

interactions deepen their bond, creating a sense of belonging and

understanding—elements crucial during their formative years.

However, as winter break approaches, the threat of separation looms large.

Raj grapples with anxiety over potentially losing Eun-ji, leading to tender

exchanges that underscore his burgeoning feelings. Yet, when they

reconvene after the break, Eun-ji expresses her desire to slow down,

devastating Raj and leaving him to contend with feelings of inadequacy,

both academically and emotionally.

Upon returning to school, Raj’s focus on his studies falters as jealousy and
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obsession take center stage. His emotional turmoil escalates when he learns

of Eun-ji's involvement with another student, Michael Gray, which triggers a

conflagration of anger and insecurity. This volatile confrontation marks a

turning point, exposing Raj's emotional fragility as he confronts the painful

realities of attraction, rejection, and self-worth.

The chapter encapsulates the chaos of youthful love and the profound impact

of personal history on relationships. Through Raj's experiences, we witness

his journey navigated with longing, heartbreak, and the relentless struggle

for acceptance. As he faces the complexities of his feelings, he ultimately

comes to terms with the harsh lessons of love and loss, highlighting the

universal challenges of growing up and finding one's place in the world.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 4: Just a Friend

In Chapter 4 of "If You See Me, Don't Say Hi," the protagonist finds himself

 deeply involved in a clandestine affair with Ashwin, a wealthy dental

professional trapped in an unhappy marriage. Their relationship begins in a

gay bar, marked by Ashwin’s timidity and affluence, which immediately sets

a distinct tone for their dynamic. As feelings between them deepen, the

protagonist grapples with jealousy, particularly due to the looming presence

of Ashwin’s wife, Uma, who is physically absent in India yet symbolically

ever-present.

As they delve deeper into their connection, the protagonist learns about the

cultural constraints Ashwin faces, including the reality of an arranged

marriage that compounds his feelings of entrapment. They share tender

weekends and intimate dinners, fostering a bond enriched by personal

revelations. These moments of closeness contrast sharply with the mounting

tension as Ashwin’s fear of exposure grows, especially with family members

traveling from India, which forces him to confront the responsibilities and

expectations imposed on him by his culture.

The narrative also weaves in the protagonist's reflections on his upbringing,

especially his relationship with his brother, Deepak. Deepak’s own

challenges and the weight of parental expectations echo throughout the

protagonist's experiences, painting a broader picture of identity and the
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struggles that accompany love and familial duty.

As the chapter progresses, the fragile nature of their relationship becomes

evident, culminating in a heart-wrenching moment when Ashwin abruptly

asks the protagonist to leave. This confrontation exposes the delicate balance

of their love affair, rife with unfulfilled longing and unspoken fears. The

chapter closes on a devastating note, emphasizing the protagonist’s feelings

of betrayal and loneliness, encapsulating the emotional turmoil of navigating

love in a world constrained by societal expectations and personal dilemmas.
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Chapter 5 Summary: If You See Me, Don’t Say Hi

Chapter 5 Summary

In Chapter 5 of "If You See Me, Don’t Say Hi," Neel Patel delves into the

intricate dynamics between the narrator and his older brother, Deepak, set

against the backdrop of the 1990s. This chapter captures a poignant

coming-of-age journey that navigates themes such as identity, familial

relationships, and the experience of cultural dislocation within the immigrant

narrative.

Deepak, the older brother by six years, is depicted as a charismatic

figure—strong, confident, and protective. He picks up the narrator from

school, introducing him to rap music and serving as a buffer against

schoolyard bullies. The brothers’ contrasting appearances—Deepak’s darker

complexion versus the narrator’s lighter skin—generate humor within their

family but also symbolize their divergent experiences as they grow up.

While Deepak embraces the chaos of adolescence, garnering attention from

girls and often finding himself in trouble, the narrator grapples with feelings

of inadequacy and bullying, caught between the expectations of his

immigrant family and the harsh realities of his predominantly white school.

A critical shift occurs when Deepak's struggles with academics lead him to
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abandon college, forcing him into the family business of managing motels

while the narrator excels in high school. This academic achievement shifts

the family’s aspirations toward the narrator, creating an unspoken pressure

on him to fulfill their hopes. The narrator grapples with being perceived as

“the brown kid” in an environment hostile to his cultural identity, leading to

profound feelings of isolation and the struggle to connect with his heritage.

As the narrator approaches college, he begins to receive attention from girls,

particularly a crush on a white girl named Alicia, who embodies his ideals of

beauty. His interactions with her reveal both his burgeoning self-confidence

and lingering insecurities, highlighting the awkwardness of teenage

attraction. In contrast, Deepak's life spirals downward under the weight of

familial expectations; he resorts to heavy drinking and increasingly drifts

away from his family, indicating deeper emotional struggles that complicate

his once-admired persona.

The siblings’ relationship deteriorates as Deepak's reckless lifestyle strains

their bond, culminating in a dramatic confrontation. A heated argument

leads Deepak to urge the narrator to forget him, marking a painful rupture

that strips away the protective layers of brotherhood and leaves significant

emotional scars.

Through this chapter, Patel artfully conveys the complexities surrounding

brotherhood, the immigrant experience, and individual identity. The
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narrative captures the tumultuous journey of growing up, the pressures of

familial expectations, and the ongoing quest for belonging in a world rife

with contradictions.
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Chapter 6 Summary: The Taj Mahal

Chapter 6 Summary: The Taj Mahal 

In this chapter, we meet Sabrina, an OB/GYN who has recently returned

 to Urbana, Illinois, for the holidays. Her return is marked by a cloud of

controversy; she is on leave from her job due to allegations of “indecent

behavior.” This trip brings her back to her childhood home, a place filled

with memories and the recent pain of losing her parents in a tragic car

accident just a year ago.

At a holiday party hosted by her old friend Mallory, Sabrina feels

 markedly out of place. Mallory, once the adventurous spirit of their youth,

has transformed into a more settled individual. This change highlights the

contrasting paths the two friends have taken since high school, complicating

Sabrina’s already tumultuous feelings. Surrounded by what she perceives as

ordinary women, Sabrina struggles to engage in the superficial conversations

that dominate the gathering, all while wrestling with her internal chaos.

During the party, Sabrina meets Dave, Mallory’s boyfriend, whose charm

 and wit momentarily distract her from her troubles. Their playful banter

quickly escalates into flirtation, revealing Sabrina's yearning for intimacy

amid her internal turmoil. Although she knows Dave is Mallory’s partner,
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the chemistry between them pulls her toward the edge of rebellion against

her established life.

As they sneak away for a drive, the tension mounts; Sabrina enjoys their

illicit connection but is plagued by guilt and memories of her friendship with

Mallory. This tension reaches a tipping point when her emotions boil over,

prompting a rash act of anger fueled by jealousy — she destroys a life-sized

Santa Claus decoration in Mallory’s yard. This destructive moment

encapsulates Sabrina’s frustrations, her unresolved grief, and her fierce

rivalry with Mallory.

Later, Mallory unexpectedly discovers Sabrina outside and, in a moment of

shared vulnerability, opens up about her own insecurities and struggles. This

exchange deepens the emotional fabric of their relationship, reminding us

that even lifelong friendships are not immune to the influence of time,

change, and past grievances.

As the snow begins to fall, Sabrina reflects on the complexities of their

friendship and the weight of their shared history. This chapter intricately

weaves themes of identity, loss, jealousy, and the passage of time,

illustrating Sabrina's ongoing battle with her past and the stark contrasts

between her glamorous life in L.A. and her softer, more painful roots in

Urbana. Through these experiences, the story reveals the unspoken tensions

that often exist beneath the surface of relationships shaped by unresolved
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grief and nostalgia.
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Chapter 7 Summary: The Other Language

In Chapter 7 of "If You See Me, Don't Say Hi," the protagonist embarks on a

 transformative journey to Kenya, where he confronts deep-seated feelings

about his identity and the strained dynamics within his family. Frequently

criticized by his parents for being unremarkable, especially in comparison to

their friends' accomplished offspring, he grapples with a sense of

inadequacy. Despite his father's esteemed career as a doctor, the protagonist

lacks ambition, preferring to isolate himself with MTV in the confines of his

room.

The family's unexpected trip to Kenya serves as a backdrop for a stark

contrast between his American life and their cultural heritage. Staying with

relatives Rajesh Kaka and Nirmila Aunty in the vibrant city of Nairobi, the

protagonist feels increasingly out of sync with both the bustling environment

and the familial expectations pressing heavily upon him. He longs for the

comfort of his bedroom and the familiarity of home, feeling alienated as he

navigates this foreign landscape.

His experience takes a pivotal turn when he befriends Kito, a young

houseboy. This friendship fills a void for the protagonist, as Kito's buoyant

spirit and talent in sports shine in contrast to the protagonist's insecurities.

Their bond grows, with Kito sharing snippets of his life and ambitions that

evoke feelings of envy and admiration within the protagonist. However, the
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joy of their friendship is shadowed by the stark social disparities that

separate them, especially as Kito's position as a servant looms over their

interactions.

The chapter reaches a climax during a painful confrontation, revealing the

protagonist's internalized biases. In a moment of vulnerability, he lashes out

at Kito, which creates a rift in their relationship filled with confusion and

hurt. 

The family's trip is cut short by a bomb threat, prompting their return to the

United States. The protagonist is left to grapple with regret—not only

regarding his confrontation with Kito but also about his struggles with

family dynamics and self-identity. 

Ultimately, the chapter eloquently weaves themes of identity, loneliness, and

the deep yearning for connection. It highlights the protagonist's difficult

journey toward understanding his cultural roots and fosters a poignant

examination of friendship and the quest for self-acceptance amidst complex

societal expectations.
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Chapter 8: These Things Happen

Chapter 8 Summary: If You See Me, Don't Say Hi

In this chapter, the narrator delves into the intricacies of their relationships,

particularly focusing on Chloe and her sister Tara. Initially, a sense of

disconnect characterizes the narrator’s interactions with Chloe, who hails

from a different social background and grapples with her own family

struggles. However, their relationship takes a turn when Chloe unexpectedly

shows up at a party and spends the night at the narrator's home, resulting in a

brief and intimate encounter that stirs unsettling feelings within the narrator.

When the narrator next sees Chloe at work, the atmosphere shifts

notably—she is accompanied by Tara, whose candid nature about the

previous night’s events casts a shadow over the reunion. Tara, as revealed, is

battling her own internal demons, including mental health challenges, which

draws the narrator in. The two embark on a passionate yet reckless

relationship, filled with impulsiveness that underscores their emotional

vulnerability.

As Tara opens up about her mental health struggles, a profound bond forms

between her and the narrator. However, their connection faces a harsh reality

when Tara mysteriously disappears after a date in the park. The narrator’s
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concern leads them to confront Chloe, who reluctantly discloses that Tara

has returned to a mental wellness facility due to self-harm, prompting a

surge of anxiety within the narrator.

The narrator’s desire to reconnect with Tara propels them to the facility,

where they are met with the stark truth of her struggles. After a seemingly

endless wait for a reunion, they discover that Tara has been transferred

elsewhere, leaving the narrator in a state of profound loss and helplessness.

Interwoven into this emotional narrative is Rupa, a character grappling with

the turmoil of her marriage to Akhil. She wrestles with issues of infertility,

betrayal, and jealousy, particularly regarding Akhil’s relationship with a

woman named Celine. Rupa's feelings of betrayal intensify when she

uncovers a deeper secret involving Celine and another woman, Claire, which

threatens to unravel her hopes of starting a family.

This chapter weaves together themes of love, the complexities of personal

relationships, and the struggles of mental health, culminating in a poignant

exploration of youthful chaos and vulnerability. Each character's journey

underscores the weight of their past experiences and the relentless search for

connection and understanding amidst their tumultuous lives.
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Chapter 9 Summary: An Arrangement

In Chapter 9, titled "If You See Me, Don't Say Hi," we delve into the

 tumultuous life of Rupa Varma, a woman grappling with the confines of her

arranged marriage to Akhil, an anesthesiologist. Rupa reflects on her

reluctant partnership, orchestrated by her mother, which is characterized by

emotional detachment and a stark absence of intimacy. As Rupa navigates

her frustration with their stagnant relationship, her desire to start a family

clashes with her husband’s unwillingness to connect, prompting her to

purchase contraceptive pills and cancel appointments aimed at conception.

The chapter takes a dramatic turn when Rupa discovers a phone number for

Celine, Akhil's mistress, scrawled in lipstick on a napkin. Rather than

confronting Akhil upfront, Rupa chooses to wait, simmering with jealousy

and suspicion. When she finally does confront him, Akhil dismisses her

concerns, claiming Celine is merely a pharmaceutical representative. This

exchange highlights the emotional chasm between them, as their

communication is reduced to mundane interactions lacking any depth.

Plagued by insecurities and feelings of inadequacy, Rupa's emotional

turmoil leads her to lash out at Akhil, emphasizing her internal struggle

between her longing for motherhood and the realization that Akhil is not the

partner she needs. As the narrative unfolds, Rupa learns that Akhil has

offered Celine money to become a surrogate, deepening her sense of betrayal
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and abandonment. This revelation propels her into a cycle of despair,

exacerbated by her heavy drinking and self-doubt.

The atmosphere of the chapter is charged with tension as Rupa grapples with

the competing desires for love, family, and personal fulfillment amidst her

husband’s infidelity. Themes of betrayal and emotional estrangement are

poignantly illustrated through Rupa's journey, reflecting the challenges faced

within arranged marriages, where individual desires often clash with familial

expectations. 

Ultimately, Rupa’s internal battle culminates in a moment of clarity,

compelling her to confront both her husband and her own feelings of

despair. This chapter serves as a powerful exploration of the complexities of

love and the quest for connection in the face of heartache. Through Rupa’s

experiences, readers engage with themes of identity, motherhood, and the

painful realities that can arise from unfulfilled emotional needs in a

relationship.
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Chapter 10 Summary: World Famous

In Chapter 10 of "If You See Me, Don't Say Hi" by Neel Patel, we find

 Ankur grappling with the aftermath of not securing a residency position

following his medical school graduation. Returning to his childhood home in

Illinois, he feels like a specter in his own life, particularly as his family is

preoccupied with celebrating the arrival of a new baby. This isolation forces

Ankur to reflect on his strained relationship with his parents, whose

expectations weigh heavily on him and enhance his feelings of inadequacy.

As Ankur navigates his solitude, he reminisces about his high school years,

particularly his enigmatic relationship with Anjali. The school knew them as

a potential couple, yet they shared little communication, highlighting the

contrast in their backgrounds—Ankur hailing from affluence while Anjali

came from a more modest upbringing, her parents owning a motel. Anjali's

life takes a tumultuous path, marked by a scandalous divorce from Vijay,

which reverberates through their community and paints a backdrop of gossip

and judgment.

Ankur's interactions with Dr. Bernstein, a family friend, further illuminate

the pressures experienced by young adults. Dr. Bernstein's son, Seth, also

faces his own set of challenges, providing context to Ankur's feelings of

inadequacy and the burdens of expectation that weigh on many in their

community.
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The narrative takes a turn when Ankur unexpectedly encounters Anjali at a

bar. The chemistry between them is palpable, revealing her transformation

into a confident woman willing to confront the challenges of her past,

including the pain of her divorce's fallout. Their dialogues are filled with

vulnerability, and Anjali opens up about the shame and embarrassment she

endures due to the rumors surrounding her personal life. 

As they rekindle their connection, Ankur and Anjali embark on a romantic

journey filled with intimate conversations and tender moments that explore

their unfulfilled potential as a couple. However, the relationship is

complicated by Ankur’s lingering concerns about how his mother would

perceive Anjali's past, adding tension to the budding romance.

The chapter poignantly navigates themes of identity, societal expectations,

and the intricacies of modern relationships. Ankur's growing affection for

Anjali becomes a source of both hope and tension, mirroring the fears that

arise from their diverging life paths. The chapter closes with Anjali's abrupt

departure, leaving Ankur to confront his emotions and the complex realities

of his life alone—an evocative representation of love, loss, and the mark of

past experiences that forever shape one's identity. As he steps into an

uncertain future, the memory of Anjali will linger, embodying both what he

has lost and what might have been.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Radha, Krishna

In Chapter 11, titled "If You See Me, Don’t Say Hi" from Neel Patel’s work,

 the narrator, Anjali, embarks on a poignant journey through her memories

of her first love, Ankur. As she reflects on his profound influence in her life,

the chapter opens with the bittersweet recollection of Ankur's departure for

California. This moment serves as a reminder of their contrasting

backgrounds—Ankur hailing from privilege while Anjali struggles with her

modest upbringing above her parents’ motel.

The narrative transports us back to their youth, especially highlighting

Anjali's growing admiration for Ankur during a Navratri festival. His

carefree confidence draws her in, yet the dynamics of their social circles lead

her to feel unseen and inferior. These formative experiences shape her

emotions, intertwined with both longing and shame.

As time progresses, Anjali marries Jacob, a kind and accomplished man, in

an effort to leave behind the whispers of her childhood. However, she

grapples with her feelings for him, questioning if she genuinely loves him or

if he’s merely a safe choice to escape her past.

Anjali's life takes an unexpected turn when she attends a wedding, where the

atmosphere stirs latent emotions, culminating in a fateful reunion with

Ankur. Their chemistry sparks once more as they share intimate
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conversations that hint at the depth of their unresolved connection. However,

hints of Ankur's mysterious transformation in California loom

ominously—marked by his personal struggles, albeit unspoken.

Tragedy strikes when Anjali learns of Ankur's untimely death from

pneumonia. This devastating news leaves her with a tumultuous mix of grief

and unresolved questions regarding their relationship and the life paths they

chose. The themes of love, social expectations, and the burdens of cultural

identity are woven throughout the chapter, culminating in a bittersweet

reflection on past relationships and the weight of what might have been.

Anjali’s contemplations linger, filled with regret, as she navigates the space

between cherished memories and the loss of a love that never fully bloomed.
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