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About the book

In "Imogen, Obviously," Becky Albertalli masterfully weaves a narrative

that dives deep into the themes of sexuality, identity, and the intricacies of

friendship through the eyes of the protagonist, Imogen Scott. Imogen is

celebrated as a staunch ally of the LGBTQ+ community, taking great pride

in her support for her queer sister and friends. However, her confidence

faces a challenge when she visits her newly out best friend, Lili, at college.

In a humorous twist, Lili introduces Imogen to her new friends as someone

she once dated. Caught off guard, Imogen feels the weight of this falsehood

as she struggles to uphold her identity as "hopelessly heterosexual." As she

navigates this awkward situation, the comedic tension serves to explore

deeper questions about self-identity and attraction. 

Amidst the social shenanigans, Imogen encounters Tessa, a charming and

captivating individual who complicates her perceptions of herself. This

unexpected connection pushes Imogen to reconsider her beliefs about her

own sexuality and what it means to truly understand one's identity. 

Throughout the narrative, Albertalli skillfully develops Imogen’s journey,

showcasing not only her internal conflict but also the broader spectrum of

love and relationships. As Imogen grapples with these revelations, her story

offers readers a rich exploration of the nuances in understanding oneself, the
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importance of friendship, and the fluidity of sexual orientation. Ultimately,

"Imogen, Obviously" resonates with anyone who has ever felt out of place or

questioned their own identity, making it a remarkably relatable and

insightful read.
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About the author

Becky Albertalli has built a reputation for creating relatable, heartfelt stories

that resonate with young adults. Her work often explores themes of identity,

friendship, love, and the complexities of growing up. Notably, her characters

navigate the trials of adolescence while developing their sense of self amidst

social pressures.

In the chapters of her celebrated novels, such as "Simon vs. the Homo

Sapiens Agenda," we are introduced to Simon Spier, a high school junior

who struggles with his sexual identity while secretly corresponding with an

anonymous classmate named Blue. This dynamic sets the stage for a

narrative rich in themes of acceptance and the challenges of coming out. As

Simon grapples with his feelings, he must also deal with the unexpected

complications that arise when a classmate discovers his correspondence,

threatening to expose his secret.

The story's backdrop serves as an insightful commentary on the American

high school experience, showcasing the often tumultuous relationships

between friends, family, and societal expectations. Simon's journey is not

just a personal one; it's emblematic of the broader struggles faced by

LGBTQ+ youth, and Albertalli's background as a clinical psychologist lends

authenticity to the emotional development of her characters.
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In "The Upside of Unrequited," we meet Molly Peskin-Suso, who has dealt

with unrequited love through most of her teenage years. The narrative

explores her insecurities, family dynamics, and the pressure of societal

standards while she tries to navigate her feelings for several boys. This

chapter furthers the theme of self-acceptance, emphasizing the importance of

embracing one's true self amidst the pressures of romance and fitting in.

Albertalli also continues to explore friendships in "Leah on the Offbeat,"

where we follow Leah, a bisexual character and Simon's best friend, as she

confronts her own identity, relationships, and the reality of leaving high

school. Her story intertwines with themes of loyalty and change, illustrating

how friendships evolve and the impact of personal growth on those

connections.

Overall, Becky Albertalli's storytelling is characterized by its warmth,

authenticity, and relatability. Her characters face real-life challenges with

humor and vulnerability, making her work appealing to a wide audience.

Through her novels, readers not only find entertainment but also valuable

lessons about love, acceptance, and the journey to self-discovery. As she

continues to write, Albertalli’s ability to capture the essence of adolescence

remains resonant, inspiring a generation to embrace their unique identities.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Day One: Friday: March 18

In the first chapter of "Imogen, Obviously" by Becky Albertalli, we are

 introduced to Imogen Scott, a high school senior embarking on a trip to visit

her best friend Lili at Blackwell College during spring break. This

experience stirs a mix of excitement and apprehension within her, especially

as her friends tease her about her inexperience in queer spaces, despite her

close connections to the LGBTQ+ community.

As Imogen arrives at the college, she reflects on her longstanding friendship

with Lili, who has fully embraced her queer identity in the vibrant college

environment. In contrast, Imogen feels somewhat lost, still navigating her

own identity and fearing she will be an outsider among Lili's new, confident

friends. This sets the tone for her internal struggle, as she grapples with

feelings of inadequacy stemming from her own uncertainties about her

sexuality.

The chapter also highlights the dynamics of friendship, with Imogen's

friends playfully pushing her to break free from her comfort zone and seize

the college experience. Their humorous banter underscores her discomfort

and reluctance, leading to moments of self-reflection about her character and

journey.

Overall, the chapter effectively combines humor, self-exploration, and the
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nuances of friendship as it sets the foundation for Imogen's quest for

self-acceptance within a lively and unfamiliar queer community, filled with

both promise and apprehension.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Day Two: Saturday: March 19

Chapter 2 Summary: Finding Connections and Identity

In Chapter 2 of "Imogen, Obviously," Imogen faces the overwhelming

challenges of her first day at college, particularly during her visit to

Blackwell. As a new environment filled with unfamiliar faces, she grapples

with anxiety and uncertainty. Central to her struggle is her desire to connect

with her new friends while dealing with the pressures of self-identity. The

narrative is accentuated by her reflections on her home life, including her

supportive family dynamics and her close relationship with her queer

younger sister, Edith.

Imogen feels compelled to adopt a persona of bisexuality to navigate the

queer social space that encompasses her sister Lili's friends. This pressure

creates a comedic yet poignant internal conflict, particularly as she wrestles

with her burgeoning feelings for Tessa, a member of Lili's circle. The

chapter is interwoven with humorous and relatable anecdotes that highlight

the social complexities among her peers, illustrating Imogen's silent turmoil

about being perceived as a straight girl in a predominantly queer setting.

The turning point occurs when Imogen bravely decides to join Tessa for

breakfast, an encounter that stirs her emotions and leaves her reflecting
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deeply on her sexual identity. Their conversation is infused with humor,

showcasing the absurdity of college interactions, while simultaneously

deepening the emotional bond between them. This moment marks a pivotal

step in Imogen's journey, serving as a catalyst for her self-exploration.

Throughout the chapter, themes of identity, belonging, and self-acceptance

are meticulously explored. Imogen's struggles exemplify the complexities

tied to understanding one's sexuality and the societal pressures that

accompany such exploration. As the narrative unfolds, it leaves readers

eager to follow Imogen on her path toward self-discovery and acceptance in

this vibrant, challenging new world.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Day Three: Sunday: March 20

Chapter 3 Summary: The Complexity of Imogen's Journey

On the third day of Imogen's college visit, she finds herself both exhausted

and somewhat dazed by the whirlwind of emotions surrounding her evolving

feelings for Tessa. Having previously identified as straight, Imogen now

faces an inner conflict as she navigates her growing attraction to her queer

friends. This chapter intertwines her musings with lively exchanges,

particularly with her close friend Lili, highlighting Imogen's struggle for

identity in a supportive yet intimidating environment.

The day begins with whimsical banter between Imogen and Lili as they

embark on a creative project: crafting a dark academia vision board. Their

plans to shop for party costumes serve as a delightful distraction, allowing

Imogen to express her artistic flair. However, as they sift through clothes at a

thrift store, the joy becomes overshadowed by her anxiety about her feelings

for Tessa and the societal pressures regarding her sexuality. These moments

serve to illustrate Imogen's internal battle between her past understanding of

herself and her current explorations.

While waiting for a ride with Lili, Imogen is gripped by a desire to connect

with Tessa but is simultaneously paralyzed by fears of rejection and the
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weight of self-doubt. She feels increasingly alienated, caught between her

heterosexual history and her burgeoning queer identity with Tessa as a focal

point of her affection and confusion.

The chapter takes a humorous turn as Lili jokingly weaves a fictional

narrative about a relationship between her and Imogen. This prompts

Imogen to reflect on the complexities of their friendships and her place

within the queer community. As they engage in trivia at the student center,

Imogen again confronts feelings of inadequacy about belonging to this new

social sphere.

Despite her insecurities, Imogen discovers the transformative power of

vulnerability and support among friends. The chapter concludes on a high

note as she participates effectively in trivia, showcasing her strengths and

reminding readers of the balancing act of self-discovery. As Imogen

prepares to leave her enriching college experience, her resolve to embrace

her true self and face her fears about her identity shines through,

encapsulating the essence of this coming-of-age journey.
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Chapter 4: Day Four: Monday: March 21

In Chapter 4 of "Imogen, Obviously," titled "Imogen, Obviously," the story

 delves into Imogen's personal journey of self-discovery as she navigates her

burgeoning feelings during a visit to Lili's college. Staying in the dorms

introduces her to a new social environment where she finds herself grappling

with her attraction to Tessa, a girl she befriends. Imogen's internal struggles

are laid bare through her introspective monologue, revealing a profound

confusion about her sexuality that contrasts starkly with her previous crushes

on girls.

The chapter emphasizes the supportive friendship between Imogen and Lili,

who serves as both a confidante and a source of reassurance. Through

playful banter, Lili helps Imogen confront her insecurities and recognize her

place in Lili's queer community, affirming that Imogen is valued regardless

of her ongoing exploration of her identity.

However, Imogen's internal conflict is further complicated by her

interactions with friends like Gretchen, who inadvertently project their own

uncertainties onto her. This dynamic creates misunderstandings about

bisexuality and heightens the pressure Imogen feels as she navigates her

feelings.

A pivotal moment occurs when Imogen shares an intimate kiss with Tessa,
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marking a significant turning point in her exploration of love and identity.

This exhilarating yet terrifying experience leads Imogen to reconsider her

understanding of herself and her feelings toward Tessa.

As the chapter unfolds, themes of identity and self-discovery take center

stage. Imogen's fear of being labeled as "problematic" underscores societal

expectations that weigh heavily on young people as they navigate their

sexual identities. The emotional arc culminates in a mix of joy and

apprehension regarding her evolving relationship with Tessa and the

potential for self-acceptance.

In summary, Chapter 4 masterfully interlaces humor, emotional depth, and

the complexities of friendship while capturing the thrill and fear of first love.

Imogen's journey towards understanding her identity is enriched through her

connections with Lili, Tessa, and the challenges posed by her own and

others' perceptions of sexuality.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Day Five: Tuesday: March 22

Chapter 5 Summary of "Imogen, Obviously"

In this chapter, we delve into Imogen’s evolving understanding of her sexual

identity, particularly her growing attraction to Tessa. As she wakes up one

morning, Imogen grapples with her feelings, reflecting on her past crushes

on girls, which she had previously dismissed as mere experimentation. This

introspection leads her to question whether she might identify as bisexual,

marking the beginning of her identity exploration.

Throughout the day, Imogen engages in deep reflection about her various

crushes, especially moments shared with Tessa. She flips through their text

conversations and even takes an online quiz to assess her sexual orientation,

which adds to her confusion rather than providing clarity. As she and Tessa

engage in playful, flirtatious exchanges, Imogen feels both excitement and

trepidation about the chemistry developing between them.

Amidst this personal turmoil, Imogen finds comfort and humor in her

friendship with Lili, who acts as a supportive confidante. During their

conversations, they tackle the complexities of identity and the pressures

associated with labeling oneself. Lili shares her own experiences navigating

queer spaces and reassures Imogen that queer identities are fluid, not strictly
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defined by past attractions.

The chapter captures the intricacies of Imogen's journey toward

self-acceptance while exploring themes of friendship and the

intersectionality of identities. It balances deeper reflections on personal

connections with moments of levity, including humorous exchanges about

food, illustrating the lighthearted aspects of youth and discovery.

As she prepares to attend a party with Tessa, Imogen reflects on how to

present herself and questions the importance of labeling her identity. The

unfolding camaraderie with her friends, paired with her feelings for Tessa,

drives her narrative forward, suggesting a path toward greater

self-understanding and connection in the chapters to come.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Day Six: Wednesday: March 23

In Chapter 6 of "Imogen, Obviously," the narrative unfolds with Imogen

 waking from a sleepless night filled with lively texts to her friend Tessa.

Despite her fatigue, she feels a surge of energy and eagerness as she begins

her day. Imogen teams up with her mother and friends to paint the family

shed, finding solace and nostalgia in the simple, cooperative activity,

particularly enjoying the presence of her shy but endearing friend, Otávio.

As they paint, the conversation shifts to the recent public coming-out of

Karen Clapstone, a popular queer actress. This revelation sparks a spirited

discussion among the friends regarding representation, privilege, and the

complexities of queer identity in Hollywood. The differing opinions in the

group highlight the importance of inclusivity and authentic representation in

media, as well as the varied experiences that inform their perspectives.

Amidst these discussions, Imogen wrestles with her own feelings of

self-doubt regarding her sexuality. Despite identifying as straight, she

becomes increasingly aware of her deepening attraction to Tessa, which

complicates her understanding of herself and her role within the group.

Observing the intense debate among her friends about Clapstone's impact

further fuels her internal struggle, leaving Imogen questioning where she fits

in the shifting dynamics of her relationships.
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By the chapter's conclusion, after a day of painting and thought-provoking

dialogue, Imogen faces her evolving emotions with a sense of cautious

optimism. She looks forward to reuniting with Tessa, hinting at the potential

for new connections and the promise of self-discovery in the journey ahead.

Key Events and Developments:

- Imogen's vibrant morning follows a restless night spent texting Tessa.

- The act of painting the shed brings a sense of calm and nostalgia.

- The group's robust discussion on queer representation introduces tension

and insight.

- Imogen's struggle with her sexuality is intensified by her feelings for

Tessa.

- The chapter closes with a hopeful anticipation of Imogen's relationship

with Tessa and her evolving identity.

Themes:

- Exploration of identity, particularly concerning sexuality and queerness.

- The significant influence of media representation on personal identity

discovery.

- The dynamics of friendship and the crucial role of communication within

social groups.

- The journey toward self-acceptance and the quest for understanding one's
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place in the world.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Day Seven: Thursday: March 24

Chapter 7 Summary of "Imogen, Obviously"

In this chapter, Imogen begins her Thursday morning in a somber mood,

waking up to rain with her friend Edith by her side. Both young women are

feeling the repercussions of recent emotional upheavals, particularly

concerning their mutual friend, Gretchen, who is entangled in a web of

anti-queer discussions that have ignited tensions among their circle. Their

close childhood bond serves as a comforting refuge as they navigate the

complexities of their relationships.

The tone shifts when Imogen receives an unexpected FaceTime call from

Tessa, the girl with whom she has developed a crush. Excitement mingles

with nervousness as their playful interaction unveils a tangible chemistry.

Tessa invites Imogen to a party, igniting hopeful anticipation within her.

After a flurry of text messages, Imogen confirms her attendance, a decision

that propels her into a montage of anxious yet thrilling expectations.

Amidst these developments, Imogen takes a moment to assist her mother

with organizing a bookcase, providing a grounding counterpoint to her

swirling thoughts about Tessa and her own emerging identity. The arrival of

Gretchen complicates this respite, as their discussion touches on Imogen's
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feelings for Tessa, pushing her to confront her potential queerness. This

moment leads to heartfelt exchanges and a poignant vulnerability among

friends.

As the chapter unfolds, Imogen grapples with a tug-of-war between her

loyalty to her friends and her intensifying feelings for Tessa, prompting her

to explore her identity. She wrestles with the desire to be true to herself

amidst societal pressures and the expectations of her peers. Deep down, she

realizes that her self-perception may not align with the reality of who she is

becoming, marking the beginning of her journey toward self-discovery.

Key themes in this chapter encompass the intricacies of friendship, the

shifting landscape of identity, and the tension between perception and reality

in relationships. Imogen’s experiences embody the exhilaration and

confusion of first crushes, as well as the quest for belonging and

authenticity.

Ultimately, Chapter 7 captures the bittersweet nature of adolescence,

reflecting both the joy and insecurity that accompany the struggle to

reconcile past identities with an evolving present. Through Imogen’s eyes,

readers witness the nuanced process of growing into one’s true self,

highlighting the importance of connection and understanding in this

formative stage of life.
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Chapter 8: Day Eight: Friday: March 25

Summary of Chapter 8: "Imogen, Obviously"

Chapter 8 of *Imogen, Obviously* delves into Imogen's emotional

landscape as she gears up for her first night out with friends at Blackwell

College, offering a blend of humor and introspection. The chapter kicks off

with Imogen in a frenzy, packing for the party while her friend Edith

teasingly interrogates her over the multitude of cardigans she feels

compelled to bring. Through their conversation, we gain insight into their

friendship dynamics, particularly regarding another friend, Gretchen, whose

penchant for drama often stirs tension within the group.

Upon arrival at Blackwell, Imogen reconnects with her friend Lili, who

eagerly shares thrilling developments in her love life. Their exchange subtly

shifts to Imogen's budding closeness with Tessa, which provokes a wave of

jealousy when Lili comments on their growing bond. As they approach the

party, Imogen's excitement is tinged with anxiety, especially as she

contemplates her feelings towards Tessa.

Inside the party, Imogen confronts her insecurities amidst a swirl of social

interactions. Memories of past experiences with Gretchen plague her

thoughts, particularly how Gretchen has shaped her understanding of
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queerness and identity. This inner turmoil highlights Imogen's struggle not

just with her feelings for Tessa but also with the broader implications of her

identity as a bisexual individual.

The warmth of the evening ultimately provides Imogen and Lili an

opportunity to confront their frustrations surrounding Gretchen's dominant

presence in their lives. Imogen has a poignant moment of self-acceptance as

she realizes her willingness to embrace her complex identity. This revelation

propels her to acknowledge her feelings for Tessa, marking a critical step in

her journey of self-discovery.

The chapter reaches its peak during a trivia night, where Imogen's quick

thinking leads her team to victory, bolstering her confidence and reinforcing

her sense of belonging within her circle of friends. The narrative skillfully

intertwines humor, personal growth, and the intricacies of friendship,

painting a vivid portrait of the emotional challenges of youth and the

importance of self-acceptance.

In summary, this chapter encapsulates the exhilarating yet confusing nature

of young adulthood, emphasizing the significance of friendship and the

beauty of discovering one's true self amidst the vibrant backdrop of college

life.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Day Nine: Saturday: March 26

In Chapter 9 of "Imogen, Obviously" by Becky Albertalli, Day Nine unfolds

 with Imogen feeling disoriented as her friends—Gretchen, Otávio, and

Edith—unexpectedly visit her at Lili's dorm. This reunion, while filled with

lively banter and camaraderie, serves as a backdrop for Imogen’s internal

struggle as she processes her feelings for Tessa, especially following their

recent kiss. Imogen is caught between the joy of reuniting with her friends

and the emotional weight of her unconfessed truths regarding her sexuality

and past relationships.

Lili, sensing that Imogen needs a more private space to explore her feelings,

suggests they head to a diner. This change of venue offers a glimmer of hope

for a more intimate conversation, yet Imogen finds it challenging to openly

discuss her burgeoning feelings for Tessa, compounded by lingering

confusion about her previous relationship with Lili.

The diner scene becomes pivotal as discussions regarding bisexuality and

identity surface, igniting tensions among the group. Gretchen's critique of

Imogen for potentially appropriating queerness amplifies Imogen's

self-doubt and anxiety. She grapples with the dichotomy between how she

perceives herself and how others see her, with Tessa’s support now seeming

complicated as well.
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In the aftermath of a painful confrontation, Imogen steps outside,

overwhelmed by her emotions. Tessa follows her, leading to a poignant

conversation where both share their uncertainties and desires. In this

emotionally charged moment, Imogen finds the courage to admit her

feelings for Tessa, resulting in a tender kiss that unfolds amidst the rain,

creating a metaphorical cleansing of her fears.

This moment is significant as Imogen openly embraces her desire to be with

Tessa, acknowledging her identity as a bisexual woman. It symbolizes her

progression toward self-acceptance and love, marking a transformative

chapter in her journey.

As Imogen heads back into her life, she feels a renewed sense of belonging

and clarity, bolstered by meaningful discussions with her friends about

identity and acceptance. Chapter 9 adeptly conveys the complexities of

defining oneself within the broad spectrum of queer identity through humor,

vulnerability, and emotional depth, reinforcing the significance of

connection and self-discovery.
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