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About the book

In "In the Dream House," Carmen Maria Machado crafts a poignant memoir

that delves into her harrowing experiences in an abusive same-sex

relationship. Opening with a reflection on the alluring yet deceptive nature

of love, she sets the stage for her narrative—a tale that intertwines personal

pain with the undercurrents of horror as she navigates a relationship that

initially appeared romantic and supportive.

Machado expertly employs various narrative devices, including the use of

genre tropes from horror literature, to illustrate the insidious manifestations

of emotional and psychological abuse. Each chapter unfolds like a vignette,

where she explores the complexities of intimacy and the

often-misunderstood terrain of queer love. Her relationship is portrayed

through a lens of darkness, highlighting the gaslighting, manipulation, and

isolation she faced, while also acknowledging the societal pressures and

expectations surrounding LGBTQ+ relationships that can complicate the

recognition of abuse.

As she recounts her journey, Machado bravely dissects the notion of

memory and the stories we tell ourselves. The structure of the memoir is

intentionally fragmented, mirroring the disorientation that often

accompanies trauma. Readers are invited to witness her struggle for

self-identity and autonomy as she grapples with the lingering effects of her
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experiences, contrasting moments of vulnerability with sharp, insightful

commentary.

Throughout the narrative, Machado also confronts the stigma around

domestic abuse in same-sex relationships, shedding light on the silence and

misunderstanding that often surround these issues. This memoir stands not

only as a personal account of resilience and self-discovery but also as a

broader commentary on the complexities of love, power, and the darker

aspects of desire.

Ultimately, "In the Dream House" transcends being a mere memoir; it is a

powerful exploration of the intertwining of love and trauma, pushing

boundaries in its form and content. By blending her lived experiences with

rich literary references, Machado's work resonates deeply with readers,

offering both solace and empowerment while illuminating the courage

required to reclaim one's narrative from the shadows of the past.
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About the author

Carmen Maria Machado is a renowned author whose work delves deeply

into themes of identity, gender, and trauma. Her acclaimed debut short story

collection, *Her Body and Other Parties*, has received critical acclaim,

positioning her as a significant voice in contemporary fiction. The collection

not only earned nominations for prestigious awards like the National Book

Award and the Kirkus Prize but also secured several honors, including the

Bard Fiction Prize and the National Book Critics Circle's John Leonard

Prize. Featured in the New York Times as part of "The New Vanguard," the

collection is celebrated for its profound impact on literary discourse,

especially among works by women.

Machado's storytelling is characterized by an innovative approach, blending

elements of horror and surrealism to highlight the complexities of women's

experiences. Her academic background includes an MFA from the Iowa

Writers' Workshop, and her essays and criticism have been published in

prominent outlets like the New Yorker and the New York Times. Currently,

she is the Writer in Residence at the University of Pennsylvania, where she

lives in Philadelphia with her wife, continuing to influence readers and

writers alike with her incisive exploration of modern themes.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Dream House as Not a Metaphor

Dream House as Not a Metaphor  

The Dream House is portrayed as a real, tangible space adjacent to a forest,

infused with local legends and exaggerations. It challenges conventional

notions of space, suggesting that any room can adopt various purposes

depending on its occupant’s actions and intentions. This idea sets the stage

for the exploration of identity and relationships that unfolds throughout the

chapters.

Dream House as Picaresque  

The narrator reminisces about a chaotic home in Iowa City filled with

vibrant personalities, notably their roommates John and Laura. These

characters embody the kindred spirits that populate the narrator's life,

enriching their journey with diverse experiences that blend humor and

heartfelt connections.

Dream House as Perpetual Motion Machine  

Reflecting on gym class memories from childhood, the narrator uncovers a

complicated relationship with self-identity, hinting that one’s aspirations are

intricately tied to their interpretation of existence and environment. These
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early lessons in physicality and movement serve as metaphors for growing

awareness and self-reflection.

Dream House as an Exercise in Point of View  

The narrator contemplates their evolution, contrasting a confident exterior

with an anxious inner dialogue. Their move to the East symbolizes a pivotal

time of personal growth and transformation, laden with reflective missed

opportunities that highlight the complexities of navigating life changes.

Dream House as Inciting Incident  

A transformative encounter occurs when the narrator meets a captivating

woman in a diner, igniting deep desire and longing within them. This

moment serves as a catalyst for exploring their emotional landscape and sets

the stage for subsequent events in their relationship.

Dream House as Memory Palace  

The narrator recalls youthful crushes and relationships filled with moments

of affection and disappointment. These memories shape their understanding

of love, self-worth, and emotional vulnerability, providing a backdrop

against which their current feelings can be understood.
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Dream House as Time Travel  

The narrator muses on the abstract concept of time travel, pondering whether

knowledge gained over time could alter past actions or perceptions. This

reflection invites a deeper exploration of regrets and the fluid nature of time

in relation to personal growth.

Dream House as a Stranger Comes to Town  

After the initial diner encounter, the narrator offers a ride to the enchanting

woman, further deepening their connection. This budding romance amplifies

desire and heightens emotional stakes, as it becomes evident that their

interaction goes beyond mere acquaintanceship.

Dream House as Lesbian Cult Classic  

Intimate moments shared between the narrator and the woman blend

sweetness with apprehension, capturing the tender yet tentative nature of

new love. These interactions navigate the boundaries of consent and

emotional vulnerability, enriching the complexities of their relationship.

Dream House as Famous Last Words  

The complexities of the relationship are laid bare when the woman asserts,
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“We can fuck, but we can’t fall in love.” This statement uncovers fears and

limitations that may hinder their connection, hinting at deeper issues of

vulnerability and emotional capacity.

Dream House as Confession  

The narrative reveals the narrator's self-awareness regarding their intense

attraction to the woman, prompting reflections on superficiality and

emotional depth. This introspection reveals how desire can intertwine with

insecurity as they navigate their feelings.

Dream House as Dreamboat  

A shared passion for writing solidifies the bond between the narrator and the

woman, showcasing the beauty and intimacy of mutual creativity. Their

relationship flourishes in a space where artistic expression fosters connection

and admiration.

Dream House as Luck of the Draw  

The narrator grapples with feelings of unworthiness despite being desired by

the woman. This internal conflict highlights the often-discrepant nature of

seemingly objective reality versus personal perception in matters of love and

attraction.
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Dream House as Road Trip to Savannah  

A road trip to Savannah symbolizes a journey of exploration, both

geographically and emotionally. This adventure deepens the budding

relationship, filled with intimate moments that illustrate growth and

discovery between the narrator and the woman.

Dream House as Romance Novel  

Following a physical encounter, the narrator finds themselves confessing

love unexpectedly. This moment of vulnerability marks a significant turn in

their relationship, revealing the potential for deeper emotional connection

amidst the exuberance of new love.

Dream House as Déjà Vu  

As the bond between the narrator and the woman strengthens, shared desires

and proclamations of love emerge, creating a profound sense of fulfillment.

This chapter emphasizes the cyclical nature of love, echoing past

experiences while achieving a new emotional awakening, reinforcing the

narrative of growth and connection throughout their journey in the Dream

House.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Dream House as Bildungsroman

In the multi-layered narrative of "Dream House," Carmen Maria Machado

 crafts a rich tapestry of her formative years, exploring identity,

relationships, and the spectrum of human emotions through various thematic

lenses.

Dream House as Bildungsroman initiates the journey with Machado

 reflecting on her unconventional teenage life, steeped in a commitment to

Christianity and a quest for sexual purity. A pivotal moment occurs at a

summer camp, where she receives a “Certificate of New Birth,” marking her

as a devout church member. The arrival of Joel Jones, a new associate

pastor, complicates her emotional landscape, as their friendship grows

through deeply vulnerable conversations during a youth camp in South

Africa, despite his marital status. As they bond over shared struggles with

faith, Machado grapples with her desires and the turmoil of family issues

and past trauma. This internal conflict crescendos when she faces heartbreak

in college after learning of rumors regarding Joel’s infidelity, leaving her

with unresolved feelings.

Transitioning to Dream House as Folktale, the narrative takes a

 metaphorical turn, paralleling Machado’s experiences with timeless stories

like "The Little Mermaid" and "The Goose Girl." These tales serve to

underscore themes of suffering, identity, and the significant impact of

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


silence—whether self-imposed or inflicted by others. The exploration of

voicelessness reveals how the perspective of the storyteller dramatically

influences outcomes.

In Dream House as Menagerie, emotions emerge as wild creatures,

 illustrating the intricate, chaotic nature of human relationships. This

metaphor encapsulates the challenges in managing feelings that can often

feel unpredictable and untamed.

Moving to Dream House as Star-Crossed Lovers, the narrative reflects

 on the bittersweet nature of love, intensified by distance. When one

partner's relocation stirs sadness, it also hints at the possibility of polyamory

as an alternative to conventional monogamy, revealing the complexities of

modern relationships.

The pursuit of an ideal life is vividly portrayed in Dream House as

 Daydream during a house-hunting trip. Machado imagines a perfect

 household filled with laughter and companionship, showcasing her

aspirations for joy and fulfillment among partners.

Continuing with Dream House as Erotica, the narrative delves into

 intimate moments, where passion and emotional connections intertwine.

This exploration highlights not just physical attraction but also the beauty of

diversity between partners, celebrating their unique differences.
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In Dream House as Omen, an unsettling encounter in a bathroom with a

 woman sharing her trauma leads to misunderstandings that strain

Machado’s romantic relationship. The tension signals a turning point,

culminating in an alarming confrontation that forces her to confront the

implications of outside influences on their bond.

The complexities of Machado’s first serious relationship with a woman

come to the forefront in Dream House as Noir. Here, she grapples with

 insecurities and societal stereotypes surrounding love and gender dynamics.

This darker lens reveals the weight of expectations that can shadow genuine

connection.

In Dream House as Queer Villainy, Machado critiques the

 representation of queer villains in media, exploring their complex allure

while advocating for more nuanced portrayals that transcend traditional

stereotypes, emphasizing the depth of queer experiences.

Traveling across the U.S. in Dream House as Road Trip to Everywhere, 

Machado juxtaposes the liberating joy of road trip adventures against the

backdrop of emotional chaos. This duality reflects the intricate interplay

between exhilaration and conflict in her relationship, portraying the journey

as both a physical and emotional exploration.
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Finally, in Dream House as Accident, the influence of Machado’s

 relationship is revealed through interactions with friends, highlighting how

personal struggles can be perceived by others. This interplay casts a

spotlight on the delicate balance between private emotional turmoil and

external perceptions, leaving a lasting impact on her understanding of love,

relationships, and self-identity.

Through these varied lenses, "Dream House" ultimately presents a profound

exploration of Machado’s life experiences, themes of love, identity, and the

nuances of emotional complexity within the framework of contemporary

queer narratives.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Dream House as Ambition

### Chapter Summary

Dream House as Ambition  

The narrator reflects on her visit to Harvard and feels a deep sense of regret

about her college choices, questioning her ambitions and self-identity. This

sense of inadequacy leads her to grapple with feelings of being a "nobody"

and "nothing," highlighting her internal conflict about success and belonging

amidst peers who seem more accomplished.

Dream House as Man vs. Nature  

While exploring a New York store filled with natural curiosities reminiscent

of her childhood, the narrator shares her longing for a dream home imbued

with beauty and intimacy. This encounter stirs memories of a fascination

with nature, emphasizing her yearning for a life that harmonizes her deep

desires with the world's wonders.

Dream House as Stoner Comedy  

On a sweltering summer day, the narrator joins her girlfriend and a friend for
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a casual smoke. Overwhelmed by the effects of the drug at a beach party

during her birthday, she experiences disorientation and vulnerability,

causing her to reflect on her relationships with her new friends. This moment

underscores the feeling of disconnection amid supposed celebration.

Dream House as Meet the Parents  

The narrator feels the tension building as she drives to meet her parents,

particularly when her girlfriend arrives in a high state. Struggling silently

against the weight of her parents' expectations and the visible disapproval

towards her girlfriend, she finds solace when her parents ultimately treat the

girlfriend kindly. This contrast highlights her internal struggle between

familial loyalty and her romantic feelings.

Dream House as Here Comes the Bride  

At a wedding, the narrator experiences a blend of joy and anxiety as her

girlfriend mingles with her college friends. Though they revel in the

celebration, underlying concerns about acceptance and compatibility arise,

prompting the narrator to face her girlfriend’s worries head-on, reflecting the

intricacies of their relationship.

Dream House as House in Florida  
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Visiting her girlfriend's family in Florida introduces a new layer of tension

and jealousy. As they navigate family dynamics—marked by shared meals

and laughter—the narrator feels simultaneously alienated and welcomed.

Conflicts unfold, leading to a difficult confrontation around emotions and

the need for control within their relationship, laying bare the underlying

fractures.

Dream House as Bluebeard  

The storyteller reflects on the cautionary tale of Bluebeard, which reveals the

perils of compromise in relationships. Themes of control and emotional

repercussions resonate as she examines the price of silence in the face of

emotional harm, suggesting that ignorance can lead to destructive

consequences.

Dream House as Heat Death of the Universe  

The narrator meditates on the concepts of limits and boundaries, connecting

her reflections to physical experiences in nature and her family background.

A theory about the universe's inevitable end serves as a metaphor for

personal contemplation on transitions in life—births, deaths, and everything

in between.

Dream House as Destination  

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Driving to Bloomington triggers an avalanche of memories from her

previous life, each moment colored by nostalgia yet tinged with anxiety

about the future. Unpacking her girlfriend's belongings symbolizes new

beginnings, mixing feelings of warmth and safety with the apprehension of

what lies ahead.

Dream House as Utopia  

Bloomington emerges as a beacon of hope and potential, a space where new

possibilities can take root within their relationship. This setting offers an

optimistic outlook, suggesting that the future could hold happiness and

fulfillment.

Dream House as Doppelgänger  

When her girlfriend calls, signaling a shift post-breakup with Val, the

narrator experiences a complex mix of emotions—relief, happiness, and

guilt. However, she reassures herself of her significant role in her girlfriend's

life, marking a turning point in their relational dynamics.

Dream House as High Fantasy  

Following the breakup, their relationship undergoes a transformation that
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solidifies the narrator's importance to her girlfriend, aligning her sense of

self-worth within a larger, meaningful narrative. This shift echoes elements

of fantastical notions where love transcends ordinary boundaries.

Dream House as Entomology  

In a meaningful conversation about commitment, the couple decides to

embrace monogamy, deepening their emotional connection. This

commitment symbolizes growth and maturity, revealing the strength forged

between them through shared understanding and love.

Dream House as Lesbian Pulp Novel  

The narrative is interwoven with historical and cultural references that delve

into the complexities of love and sexuality. The environment around the

couple serves as a backdrop for past struggles and future possibilities,

emphasizing how their relationship is shaped within a larger societal context

of challenges and triumphs that resonate through history.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 4: Dream House as Lesson Learned

The journey through the chapters of *Dream House* weaves a rich narrative

 that explores the complexities of relationships, trauma, and the often

oppressive environment of domestic spaces. The narrator's reflections on

their childhood, particularly in relation to an intimidating aunt, set the stage

for understanding familial dynamics shaped by hostility and deep-seated

struggles. These recollections reveal how even innocent actions could trigger

the aunt's anger, forcing the narrator to grapple with feelings of fear and

empathy. A crucial turning point occurs when the narrator stands up for

LGBTQ+ rights against their aunt's prejudices, marking a significant step in

their personal growth and understanding of acceptance within familial ties.

The physical backdrop of the Dream House emerges as a powerful symbol

of confinement and vulnerability, portraying the complexities of domestic

abuse. The setting transforms into a vivid representation of emotional

states—from the promise of safety to the haunting memories of

trauma—crafted through the isolating and oppressive landscape.

Bloomington, Indiana's chaotic Dream House is detailed as a lived-in yet

neglected space, filled with remnants of its inhabitants' struggles. This

discomforting atmosphere fuels the tension between the two women residing

there, underscoring how the environment itself can amplify emotional

distress.
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Within this convoluted physical space, the narrator's encounter with a dark,

spider-laden basement serves as a metaphor for fear and domestic

entrapment, illustrating their reliance on a partner for support in the face of

vulnerability. The essence of American Gothic emerges as the narrative

touches on “woman plus habitation,” intertwining horror with domesticity

and revealing the hidden dramas of abuse and power dynamics often present

in intimate relationships. The absence of traditional gothic symbols, like

crumbling manors, enhances the strangeness and alienation that permeate

these spaces.

Language plays a critical role, particularly in the exploration of the idiom

“safe as houses.” This saying, often associated with security, is unpacked to

reveal an oppressive reality where the facade of safety masks deeper

inequalities and vulnerabilities within the domestic sphere. The narrative

also intertwines the chilling real-life disappearance of Lauren Spierer, a

haunting cautionary tale that casts a shadow over the narrator's

consciousness and emphasizes the precariousness of women’s safety.

The ever-evolving relationship dynamics between the narrator and their

partner become another focal point, showcasing struggles with jealousy and

possessiveness that create a toxic atmosphere. As misunderstandings spiral

into psychological battles, the foundation of intimacy and trust becomes

increasingly precarious. An exploration of privacy and autonomy is seen

through the narrator's childhood lens, complicating their concepts of
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ownership and belonging.

Contrasting experiences during a Halloween trip highlight the dissonance in

the relationship, culminating in emotional conflict that colors the narrative

with tension. Miscommunication acts as a catalyst for unrest, exemplifying

barriers that hinder genuine understanding and amplifying the cycle of

conflict.

As they navigate a dark and treacherous road trip, the dangers of their

relationship become painfully evident. The narrator's struggle against their

partner’s reckless driving mirrors the emotional turmoil experienced within

the Dream House, culminating in moments that capture the haunting beauty

of their surroundings alongside the looming potential for tragedy.

Ultimately, this exploration reflects the intricacies of intimate relationships,

the weight of unresolved trauma, and the pervasive influence of domestic

spaces. The narrative invites readers to consider how environment, language,

and personal history intertwine to shape experiences of vulnerability and

resilience in the face of life's complexities.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Dream House as Spy Thriller

### Summary of Chapters

Dream House as Spy Thriller  

The protagonist navigates mundane aspects of life while shrouded in an aura

of secrecy. Her ordinary actions are laced with a deep understanding of

hidden truths that the people around her are blissfully unaware of, creating a

tension-filled atmosphere that suggests a larger, covert narrative at play.

Dream House as Cottage in Washington  

Years later, the author reflects on her time spent writing in a secluded

cottage on a damp island in Washington. This solitude brings a mix of awe

and guilt as she recalls an incident involving a fragile creature, representing

the broader themes of unintended suffering and thoughtlessness we often

engage in, despite our best intentions.

Dream House as 9 Thornton Square  

This chapter delves into themes of psychological abuse, drawing parallels to

the film *Gaslight*. The protagonist’s spiraling sanity under the
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manipulative control of her husband illustrates that abusers often possess

practical motivations behind their cruelty, raising questions about the nature

of power and vulnerability in relationships.

Dream House as Cycle  

A critique emerges of director George Cukor’s methodology, highlighting

his tendency to psychologically torment actresses to elicit authentic

performances. This raises ethical questions about the fine line between art

and exploitation, urging readers to consider the moral responsibilities of

those in creative fields.

Dream House as the Wrong Lesson  

The odd desire of MGM to erase the original *Gaslight* film becomes a

poignant discussion point, revealing the complexities of legacy and narrative

revision. The chapter interrogates the strange impulse to destroy evidence of

painful truths rather than to learn from or revise them.

Dream House as Déjà Vu  

Exploring the complexities of love, this chapter reflects on the anxieties

caused by external scrutiny in intimate relationships. The protagonist

grapples with intense emotional turmoil that evokes feelings of déjà vu,
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suggesting a repetitive cycle of affection and unrest.

Dream House as Apartment in Philadelphia  

Reminiscing about her time in a troubled Philadelphia apartment, the

protagonist confronts the emotional weight she carries in her living space.

The unwanted pests symbolize deeper struggles and the paramount theme of

survival amid adversity, illustrating her ongoing battle with inner demons.

Dream House as Pathetic Fallacy  

Domesticity takes a dark turn as an overabundance of food in the fridge

becomes a symbol of neglect and decay. This metaphor reflects a

relationship in decay, demonstrating the cycle of abundance leading to waste

and the tensions that arise from it.

Dream House as the First Thanksgiving  

An unexpected Thanksgiving gathering triggers chaos and resentment within

the protagonist. Struggling to reconcile her desire for care and organization

in a disordered domestic space, she faces the emotional fallout of

vulnerability and unmet expectations.

Dream House as Diagnosis  
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Amid mounting physical and emotional strain, the protagonist comes to

terms with the true source of her discomfort. This realization highlights a

profound connection between her emotional struggles and relational

dynamics, illustrating the interplay of anxiety and self-awareness.

Dream House as I Love Lucy  

Examining a specific episode of *I Love Lucy*, the narrative draws parallels

between comedic misunderstandings and the serious implications of

manipulation in relationships. The juxtaposition reveals how humor can

mask deeper truths about identity and agency.

Dream House as Musical  

The protagonist’s passion for singing starkly contrasts with her partner’s

indifference, creating a rift between self-expression and acceptance. This

tension reflects broader themes of identity and belonging within the

dynamics of their relationship, showcasing the yearning for recognition.

Dream House as Cautionary Tale  

A harrowing tale of getting lost unfolds, embodying feelings of vulnerability

and anxiety. The protagonist's emotional outburst underscores deep-rooted
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fears of displacement and being unmoored, encapsulating the human

struggle against existential uncertainty.

Dream House as Rapture  

Childhood imaginings of the Rapture evoke themes of cautious anticipation

and underlying dread. This chapter explores the balance of bliss and

impending doom in life, capturing the essence of human consciousness

grappling with uncertainty.

Dream House as a Lesson in the Subjunctive  

In spite of various imperfections in her living environment, the protagonist

holds on to an idealized hope of raising children. This chapter poignantly

reflects the tension between reality and aspirational dreams, underscoring the

nuances of domestic life.

Dream House as Fantasy  

A critique of the idealized concept of queer domesticity is at the forefront, as

the narrative confronts the reality of relationships within the queer

community. This chapter exposes shared struggles, challenging perceptions

of an often-romanticized lifestyle.
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Dream House as Inventory  

The protagonist engages in introspective self-assessment, revealing her flaws

and insecurities. This relentless cycle of self-scrutiny underscores a deep

need for external validation, illustrating the toll that societal pressures can

take on personal identity and relationships.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Dream House as Tragedy of the
Commons

In this narrative journey, the protagonist navigates the turbulent waters of a

 strained romantic relationship, metaphorically framed as a "dream house"

that transforms into various representations of their struggle.

Dream House as Tragedy of the Commons begins with the narrator

 experiencing the competitive dynamics within their partnership. Love,

ideally a cooperative endeavor, feels instead like a game, leading to a

breakdown in communication. Misinterpretations of actions create

misunderstandings that further entangle the couple in emotional strife.

Moving into Dream House as Epiphany, the narrator confronts the

 painful reality of permissible forms of domestic abuse within many

relationship constructs. This stark realization unveils a deeper understanding

of their own precarious situation, amplifying their sense of entrapment.

In Dream House as Legacy, a phone conversation spirals into an

 emotional breakup discussion. The repeated calls replicate their turmoil and

confusion about the relationship, each exchange laden with unresolved

feelings and the weight of their collective history.

Dream House as Word Problem explores the complexities of
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 long-distance love. The narrator grapples with questions of sacrifice and

worthiness in their commitment, reflecting on their own realizations and

self-inflicted suffering, culminating in feelings of profound regret.

The symbolism of Greta, a neurotic dog in Dream House as Man vs. Self, s

erves to mirror the narrator's emotional paralysis. Greta’s struggles become a

lens through which the narrator views their own situation—feeling trapped

and overwhelmed, they identify with the dog's plight.

In Dream House as Modern Art, a visit to an art exhibition stirs feelings

 of grief and helplessness in the narrator. As they engage with the emotional

depths of the art, conflicts with their partner resurface, emphasizing the

incompleteness of their connection amid shared vulnerabilities.

Dream House as Second Chances brings forth a surprising proposal

 from the narrator's partner about applying to Iowa, igniting mixed emotions

and prompting a deeper introspection of their dependency within the

relationship dynamic.

The tension escalates in Dream House as Chekhov’s Gun, where a

 seemingly simple outing to bowl reveals the underlying possessive

tendencies of the partner. This confrontation lays bare the instability of their

intimacy, leaving both partners on precarious ground.
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In Dream House as Sniffs from the Ink of Women, the narrator reflects

 on societal perceptions of violence and mental illness, particularly within

LGBTQ+ contexts. Their fears of embodying negative stereotypes intensify

their feelings of isolation and scrutiny, complicating their emotional

landscape.

As the relationship morphs into an unsettled home, Dream House as

 Haunted Mansion depicts the narrator grappling with their feelings of

 being a phantom within the emotional chaos. The shared space becomes a

haunting reminder of lost connections and unresolved issues.

In Dream House as Chekhov’s Trigger, a decision to attend a concert

 spirals into discord at home. The subsequent breakdown of communication

illustrates the depth of emotional turbulence, leading to threats that echo the

fragility of their bond.

Following a chaotic night, Dream House as Soap Opera captures the

 narrator's reflections on their partner’s unsettling memory lapses. This

unpredictability highlights the fragility of their relationship and its

implications on their emotional well-being.

Finally, in Dream House as Comedy of Errors, the narrator’s

 tumultuous departure is marked by comedic mishaps at the airport. These

chaotic moments serve as a poignant reminder of their reality, prompting
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reflection on the complexities and disarray of their relationship—a journey

through love, loss, and the quest for self-understanding amidst turmoil.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Dream House as Demonic
Possession

### Summarization of Chapters

Dream House as Demonic Possession  

The narrator reflects on a fascination with stories of demons and possession,

stemming from a complex mix of curiosity and a deeply ingrained religious

upbringing. They delve into their partner's troubling behaviors, suspecting

issues like memory loss and rage. However, their partner dismisses these

concerns, leading the narrator into a spiral of self-doubt. While the idea of

demonic possession offers a tempting explanation for their partner's erratic

actions, it also forces the narrator to confront the deeper, more complicated

dynamics of their relationship.

Dream House as Naming the Animals  

Drawing a parallel to the Biblical tale of Adam, the narrator grapples with

the difficulty of naming their lived experiences in a world rife with

uncertainty. This struggle highlights the challenge of articulating identities

and emotions when language feels inadequate, emphasizing the broader

human desire to make sense of one's place in the world.
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Dream House as Ambiguity  

The author explores the historical and contemporary challenges faced by

queer women, caught in a loop of societal acceptance and denial. They

reflect on how perceptions of lesbian relationships have evolved, contrasting

the often violent misunderstandings of the past with modern notions of

identity, love, and personal agency.

Dream House as Undead  

Thoughts of Debra Reid, a character emblematic of being wronged and

powerless, intrude upon the narrator's consciousness. Through her story, the

narrator articulates feelings of entrapment, recognizing the enduring

influence of the past in shaping present circumstances.

Dream House as Sanctuary  

In times of distress, the narrator finds refuge in the bathroom, a space that

offers temporary safety amidst chaos. This longing for personal space

mirrors Debra Reid's aspiration for freedom and autonomy following her

incarceration, highlighting shared desires for independence.

Dream House as Double Cross  
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Betrayal taints the narrator's relationship, intertwining grief and

abandonment with a recognition of the societal dangers that lurk in the

background, amplifying feelings of vulnerability.

Dream House as Unreliable Narrator  

The narrator recalls being labeled as "melodramatic" during childhood,

prompting reflections on who is deemed a credible storyteller. They strive to

reclaim their narrative complexity, advocating for the validity of

often-dismissed emotional experiences.

Dream House as Pop Single  

The analysis of Aimee Mann's song "Voices Carry" serves as a cultural lens

through which the narrator examines the dynamics of emotional and

psychological abuse. The song's resonant themes evoke personal experiences

of distress and resilience, illustrating how pop culture can mirror and inform

individual narratives.

Dream House as Half Credit  

The narrator reminisces about a childhood tactic for confronting difficult

questions with partial truths, paralleling their current attempts to reconstruct
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their life story amid tumultuous events. This strategy illustrates the ongoing

struggle to piece together a coherent narrative.

Dream House as Exercise in Style  

Amid personal turmoil, the narrator undergoes a creative awakening,

engaging in experimental storytelling. This fragmented approach becomes a

coping mechanism, allowing them to derive meaning from the chaos

surrounding them.

Dream House as Lipogram  

The narrator's reflection on the constraints shaping their narrative likens

their emotional struggles to writing without crucial elements. This metaphor

encapsulates a profound sense of loss and the challenges of articulating

experiences of abuse and trauma.

Dream House as Hypochondria  

The narrator's strained relationship dynamic comes to the forefront as they

insist their partner seek therapy. Although there are brief improvements,

their partner's refusal to continue therapy highlights themes of denial and

unresolved issues that often permeate destructive relationships, reminding

the narrator of the fragility of progress in the face of deep-seated problems.
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Chapter 8: Dream House as Dirty Laundry

### Chapter Summaries for *Dream House*

#### Dream House as Dirty Laundry

The chapter opens with a poignant question from the narrator’s partner:

*Who knows about us?* This inquiry masks deeper insecurities and latent

anger rather than a desire for intimacy. The narrator's attempts to answer

only exacerbate tensions, laying bare the unhealthy dynamics of their

relationship marked by distrust and frustration.

#### Dream House as Five Lights

Machado draws a striking parallel to a scene from *Star Trek: The Next

Generation*, where Captain Picard is subjected to psychological torture by

Gul Madred. The torturer manipulates Picard's perception of reality by

playing mind games centered around the number of lights, leading him to a

harrowing brink where he must confront the painful choice between reality

and denial. This intense experience becomes a metaphor for the narrator's

own struggles with trauma and the lingering effects of psychological

manipulation.

#### Dream House as Cosmic Horror

The theme of *evil* emerges as the narrator reflects on their childhood,
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recalling experiences of bullying and medical crises that sparked feelings of

helplessness. This section delves into a broader discourse on complicity in

suffering, suggesting that personal pain intertwines with systemic issues,

creating a haunting echo of powerlessness that surpasses individual

relationships.

#### Dream House as Barn in Upstate New York

In a shift of scenery, the narrator finds solace and challenge in a barn linked

to the poet Edna St. Vincent Millay. Surrounded by remnants of Millay’s

tumultuous life, the narrator wrestles with a mix of admiration and

frustration, recognizing the duality of a figure who epitomized both artistic

brilliance and personal cruelty. This environment inspires contemplation

about the burdens of legacy and the struggle for authenticity.

#### Dream House as Shipwreck

The narrative progresses to an urban landscape in New York, illustrating a

profound sense of abandonment. The narrator recounts a moment of

isolation after being left at a craft fair, emblematic of their relationship's

emotional instability. This experience of feeling adrift amplifies the themes

of loneliness and inner turmoil that reverberate throughout their connection.

#### Dream House as Mystical Pregnancy

Confronting the possibility of pregnancy, the narrator grapples with the

complexities of impending motherhood amid an already tumultuous
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relationship. As physical changes provoke anxiety and uncertainty, the

narrator navigates fears regarding how this potential new role might impact

their life and partnership, compelling them to confront unresolved personal

issues.

#### Dream House as Choose Your Own Adventure®

This chapter adopts an interactive approach that mirrors the narrator's

attempts to manage daily interactions with their partner. Each scenario

highlights the tension, fear, and miscommunication that define their

emotional landscape. The format reveals the precarious balance of desire and

conflict in their relationship, ultimately leading to the narrator's internal

struggle where clarity intermittently surfaces amidst chaos.

The culmination of these vignettes illustrates a complex interplay of longing,

fear, and trauma, skillfully portraying a love that serves as both sanctuary

and source of distress. The reader is left with a resonance of complexity and

a profound understanding of the challenges inherent in navigating such

deeply intertwined emotional narratives.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Dream House as L’appel du Vide

Dream House as L’appel du Vide  

In this chapter, the narrator grapples with dark fantasies that suggest an urge

to escape life’s chaos and the entrapment within it. These feelings serve as a

reminder that leaving one’s current circumstances is an option, despite

intermittent lapses into despair.

Dream House as Libretto  

The protagonist reflects on a poignant middle school experience that fosters

an intimate connection with the tragic opera figure Carmen. Throughout the

narrative, themes of love, freedom, and betrayal resonate deeply, mirroring

the narrator's struggles with their own identity amid these emotional layers.

Dream House as Sci-Fi Thriller  

A nostalgic movie night becomes a rare moment of bliss for the narrator,

temporarily shielding them from life’s harsh realities. This peace is abruptly

shattered by an anxiety-inducing phone call from a disgruntled partner,

launching them into a painful confrontation that forces them to confront their

relationship's underlying tensions.
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Dream House as Déjà Vu  

Here, the narrator delves into the complexities of their tumultuous

relationship, where love intertwines with shame and fear. Harsh criticisms

from the partner exacerbate the narrator's vulnerability, presenting a stark

contrast to their yearning for connection amidst emotional turmoil.

Dream House as Murder Mystery  

In a shift towards fiction, a dinner party devolves into a shadowy murder

mystery, symbolizing deep-seated betrayal and hidden truths. The presence

of a mysterious blonde woman, who observes the unfolding chaos

unnoticed, enhances the atmosphere of intrigue and deception.

Dream House as Stopgap Measure  

A glimmer of hope arises with the potential news of the partner moving to

the narrator's town, yet this excitement is clouded by underlying anxiety,

echoing unresolved childhood traumas that resurface as the prospect of

rekindled relationships looms.

Dream House as Apocalypse  

The narrator confronts thoughts surrounding apocalyptic scenarios,
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juxtaposing expected calamities with the quiet resilience of daily life. This

contemplation underscores how personal upheaval continues amidst the

world's persistent beauty, portraying a complex relationship with despair and

hope.

Dream House as Surprise Ending  

A jarring revelation of infidelity shakes the narrator to their core, leaving

them grappling with emotions of isolation, jealousy, and heartbreak. This

betrayal propels them into a deeper examination of trust and love within

their shattered relationship.

Dream House as Natural Disaster  

In an exploration of anxiety and the tumultuous side effects of medication,

the narrator employs volcanic metaphors to articulate their emotional

intensity. These descriptions illustrate the explosive nature of unprocessed

feelings, set against a backdrop of ongoing personal conflicts.

Dream House as the Pool of Tears  

Following a heartbreaking breakup, the narrator undergoes an emotional

breakdown. They evoke imagery of drowning in a literal pool of tears,

manifesting the depth of their sorrow and leading to surreal reflections on
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grief and loss.

Dream House as Mrs. Dalloway  

A chaotic party scene unfolds as the narrator faces an inner storm,

culminating in an overwhelming emotional release amidst supportive

friends. This moment captures the interplay of collective joy and personal

anguish, revealing the thin line separating celebration from despair.

Dream House as Apartment in Chicago  

Visiting Chicago becomes a bittersweet escape for the narrator, who

experiences nostalgia and overwhelming grief. In this cityscape, art offers

solace, yet every encounter serves as a reminder of the sorrow they cannot

escape, illustrating the duality of beauty and pain.

Dream House as Sodom  

This chapter vividly represents the narrator’s fixation on choices and the

consequences that follow. The narrative oscillates between despair and hope,

embodying a cycle filled with emotional turmoil that underscores the gravity

of previous mistakes.

Dream House as Hotel Room in Iowa City  
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A turbulent encounter in a hotel room crystallizes the emotional conflicts

central to the narrator's relationship. Although a brief reconnection seems

possible, it ultimately is overshadowed by betrayal and heartbreak, as the

complexities of love and infidelity culminate in a shattering confrontation.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Dream House as Equivocation

### Summary of Chapters

Dream House as Equivocation  

This chapter delves into the difficult topic of domestic abuse within queer

communities, prompted by Dorothy Allison's reflections on intracommunity

strife. A close-knit group confronts their disquiet about a mutual friend's

abusive relationship, highlighting the intricacies of loyalty and the

discomfort of addressing harmful behaviors among members of their own

community. Despite years of advocacy, the chapter illustrates how denial

persists, with many struggling to accept that women can also be abusers.

This self-reflection calls for vital conversations within the community to

confront and discuss these pressing issues.

Dream House as the Queen and the Squid  

Set against a fable's backdrop, the tale of a queen and a squid explores the

rise and fall of their joyful connection. Initially, their companionship is filled

with love, but it deteriorates as the queen's affections fade. The squid

stumbles into a room reflecting sorrow, unveiling hidden truths about their

relationship. In a poignant letter exchange, the queen expresses her yearning
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for the squid, but the squid’s response is laden with pain and betrayal,

raising doubts about the authenticity of their once-shared love.

Dream House as Thanks, Obama  

The narrative unfolds during a poignant moment as the protagonist attends a

speech by Barack Obama, just a day before her relationship ends. This

setting is emblematic of the societal shifts in LGBTQ+ rights, particularly

the battle for marriage equality. As her heart breaks, the intersection of

Obama’s advocacy and her personal turmoil creates a bittersweet

atmosphere that underscores the complexity of love and the pursuit of

acceptance.

Dream House as Void  

Following the breakup, the narrator grapples with a deep sense of emptiness

and detachment, feeling estranged from her body and desires. This

emotional void creates barriers that hinder her ability to connect with others,

amplifying her isolation during a time when companionship would be most

comforting.

Dream House as Unexpected Kindness  

An encounter with her politically conservative uncle, Nick, offers a
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surprising moment of comfort. Despite their contrasting beliefs, Nick

provides empathetic support as the narrator reveals her heartbreak. This

interaction showcases the universal nature of pain and the unexpected

sources of solace that can emerge during personal crises.

Dream House as Memory  

While engaging in fitness activities with a supportive friend, the narrator

faces the echoes of her past relationship through missed calls and voicemails

from her ex. These messages reflect a troubling emotional state that is

intensely felt and serves as a painful reminder of their time together. The

narrator, recognizing the importance of preserving these moments, saves the

voicemails before a phone upgrade ultimately erases them.

Dream House as Denouement  

A candid conversation with a friend brings to light the unresolved tensions

and emotions surrounding the narrator's previous relationship. Open

discussions about pain and feelings allow her to articulate her desire to share

her experiences, suggesting a need for catharsis and connection in navigating

her heartache.

Dream House as Schrödinger's Cat  
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This chapter addresses the complex interplay of identity and choice as the

narrator reflects on whether her experiences were guided by external

influences or personal decisions. The exploration of this duality highlights

the ambiguity in her journey, acknowledging that both perspectives coexist

and shape her understanding of love and loss.

Dream House as Newton’s Apple  

An encounter with a former fling illuminates the dynamics between men and

women, particularly in the wake of her breakup. The juxtaposition of easily

accessible male attention against the emotional labor of her past relationship

reveals deeper insights into the challenges of intimacy and connection in her

life.

Dream House as Sex and Death  

During a writing workshop, the narrator reflects on her past relationships

and the nature of grief. An unexpected reconnection with an ex-boyfriend

sparks moments of joy and affirmation, yet a subsequent tragic event thrusts

her back into contemplations of loss and mortality, reinforcing the theme

that life and love are often intertwined with sorrow.

Dream House as Plot Twist  
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The chapter culminates on a road trip that leads to a fresh romance with a

new partner, Val. This journey allows the narrator to navigate experiences

that both reflect her past and inspire new connections, signifying a hopeful

trajectory. As they explore together, themes of companionship and healing

emerge, encapsulating her quest for self-discovery and acceptance in love,

despite the lingering shadows of her previous relationships.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Dream House as Nightmare on
Elm Street

The narrator's journey through the complex landscape of a past relationship,

 framed through the metaphor of the "Dream House," weaves together

themes of trauma, resilience, and self-discovery.

In "Dream House as Nightmare on Elm Street," the narrator grapples

 with haunting nightmares that echo the fears of her childhood. These

dreams manifest as shadowy figures representing her traumatic past, evoking

the persistent weight of her unresolved experiences.

In "Dream House as Talisman," the narrator begins a new relationship

 with Val, who gives her a vial of angelica root as a gesture of protection.

While this talisman symbolizes Val's care and support, it highlights the

narrator's longing for real safety amid the shadows of her past.

As the narrative unfolds in "Dream House as Myth," the narrator

 expresses the struggle to communicate her abusive history to others, only to

encounter disbelief and dismissal. A brief moment of validation from a

stranger emphasizes the emotional distress stemming from the broader

denial of trauma experienced by survivors.

In "Dream House as Death Wish," the narrator wrestles with the
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 painful desire for physical proof of her suffering, driven by years of

gaslighting that left her questioning her own reality. This quest for

acknowledgment reflects her deeper yearning to be seen and understood.

Progressing to "Dream House as Proof," she reflects on the changes her

 body has undergone since her time in the Dream House. Although her

physical self is transformed, the trauma remains deeply embedded in her

nervous system, serving as an enduring testament to her experiences.

"Dream House as Public Relations" delves into societal norms that

 perpetuate violence against women. The narrator seeks a historical context

for her pain but finds that the stories of queer women’s traumas are often

neglected, leaving her to navigate her narrative largely in silence.

In "Dream House as Cabin in the Woods," the narrator finds solace and

 creative rejuvenation during an artist residency. This retreat becomes a

space of connection and reclaiming her story amidst the complexities of her

emotions related to her past.

The themes of memory and loss are explored in "Dream House as Prisoner’s

 Dilemma," where a discovery of intimate photos sparks introspection.

 The narrator recognizes that her attachment to those images has changed,

representing a shift in how she reconciles her memories.
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In "Dream House as Parallel Universe," she imagines alternate realities

 where her relationship could have thrived, illustrating a longing for paths

not taken and illuminating the bittersweet nature of her reflections on love

and loss.

Through "Dream House as Self-Help Bestseller," the narrator

 acknowledges that her experiences of abuse are echoed by many, creating a

sense of community that is simultaneously comforting and painful as she

navigates the mainstream narratives surrounding such stories.

As she confronts clichés and oversimplifications of abusive relationships in "

Dream House as Cliché," the narrator finds a poignant account from a

 fellow survivor that resonates deeply, capturing the multi-layered nature of

trauma and the complexities of understanding these experiences.

In "Dream House as Anechoic Chamber," a visit to a soundproof

 environment amplifies her internal struggles, laying bare the grotesque

realities of her past. This stark encounter forces her into deep reflection,

revealing the isolating nature of trauma.

The metaphor of a "generation starship" in "Dream House as Generation

 Starship" explores the phenomenon of forgetting, as the memories of

 trauma often fade yet remain impactful. The concept of "nonstalgia"

emerges, acknowledging the enduring truth of suffering alongside the
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possibility of softer memories over time.

In "Dream House as L’esprit de L’escalier," a trip to Cuba connects the

 narrator with her familial heritage, intertwining moments of connection and

grief. The stories shared illuminate her lineage's resilience, enriching her

understanding of her own identity.

Finally, "Dream House as Vaccine" highlights the survivor's intrinsic

 ability to glean valuable insights from trauma. The narrator discovers that

her painful experiences have sharpened her instincts, making her attuned to

potential threats, underscoring the wisdom embedded within her body

through survival. 

Through this intricate narrative structure, the chapters illuminate the

multifaceted experiences of trauma, resilience, and the quest for

self-identity, emphasizing the unbreakable thread that connects the past to

the present.
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Chapter 12: Dream House as Ending

In the chapters "Dream House as Ending," "Dream House as Epilogue," and

 "Afterword," the author explores the complexities of storytelling, personal

reflection, and the challenges within queer literary history, weaving together

themes of intimacy, survival, and the often-overlooked narratives of queer

domestic abuse.

Dream House as Ending delves into the nature of narrative closure in

 autobiographical writing. The author contemplates the necessity for authors

to determine their own story endings, grappling with various possibilities

such as significant life moments, personal relationships, and the overarching

inevitability of death. This reflection highlights the complexity of

storytelling, emphasizing that recognizing when a narrative concludes is as

important as the events recounted.

In Dream House as Epilogue, the author recounts the experience of

 crafting the book in a remote cabin in rural Oregon, where the landscape

serves as both a backdrop and a catalyst for introspection. The stark beauty

of nature, interspersed with vivid descriptions of wildlife encounters, evokes

feelings of nostalgia and deeper contemplation on life and mortality. The

presence of fire in the environment serves as a potent symbol of destruction

yet also of resilience. Throughout this chapter, the narrative loops back to

themes of intimacy and the transient nature of life, leading to a poignant
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acknowledgment of the limitations inherent in storytelling, as well as its

connection to larger existential themes.

Finally, the Afterword addresses the critical challenges faced in

 documenting women's literary histories, particularly those that focus on

queer experiences and domestic abuse. The author emphasizes the

significance of language and the nuanced terminologies necessary to

articulate diverse queer experiences. She highlights several literary works

that have shaped her own writing journey, advocating for a deeper

understanding of queer domestic violence narratives. With gratitude, she

acknowledges the contributions of previous writers, scholars, and

community voices that have enriched this essential discourse, reinforcing the

importance of visibility and acknowledgment within the literary landscape. 

Together, these chapters resonate with a profound exploration of personal

and collective narratives, advocating for clarity, recognition, and the power

of stories to reflect the complexities of life.
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