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Jesus Summary
Experience a Personal Journey of Faith and Friendship with Jesus.

Written by New York Central Park Page Turners Books Club
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About the book

In her highly anticipated sequel to the bestselling devotional *LIFE*, Lisa

Harper invites readers on an enlightening journey to uncover the authentic

essence of "walking with Jesus" in their daily lives. Recognizing the

struggles that many Christians encounter in forging a genuine connection

with God, Harper illustrates that Jesus is more than a distant figure or

theological concept; He is a vibrant, personal entity with whom one can

develop a real relationship.

Harper opens the devotional with relatable anecdotes and her signature

humor, making the exploration of faith accessible and engaging for

everyone, regardless of their spiritual background. She emphasizes that the

journey of faith is often riddled with challenges, but it's precisely in these

moments—whether during life's peaks of joy or valleys of sorrow—that our

bond with Jesus can deepen.

Throughout the chapters, Harper blends scripture with real-life experiences,

encouraging readers to approach their spiritual walk with a sense of wonder

and openness. She invites them to embrace both the joyous and difficult

aspects of life as opportunities to marvel at and worship the Savior. Each

section is designed not only to foster deeper understanding but also to

inspire a proactive engagement with Jesus, leading to a transformative

experience filled with lightheartedness and introspection.
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As the narrative unfolds, readers are gently reminded that knowing Jesus is

not simply about understanding His teachings; it is about cultivating a

relationship that thrives through daily interactions. By the conclusion of the

devotional, individuals are equipped with renewed clarity on what it truly

means to walk with Christ, leading to a fulfilling and enriched spiritual life.
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About the author

Certainly! Here’s a summary that maintains the essence of Lisa Harper's

background and highlights her approach to storytelling:

---

In the latest chapters, Lisa Harper blends her personal experiences and

theological insights to explore the transformative power of faith in everyday

life. With her signature humor and engaging narrative style, Harper

illustrates how biblical teachings resonate within contemporary culture,

drawing parallels through relatable pop-culture references. 

As she dives into Scripture, Lisa emphasizes the importance of

understanding faith not just as a doctrine but as a living, breathing

experience that impacts relationships and personal growth. Her discussions

often reflect her extensive background—having previously directed Focus

on the Family's national women's ministry, she instilled a sense of

community and empowerment among women through initiatives like the

Renewing the Heart conferences.

Throughout these chapters, new characters representing diverse perspectives

on faith and spirituality emerge, enriching the narrative. These individuals

face common struggles, allowing Harper to weave their stories with humor
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and warmth, making complex theological concepts accessible to all readers.

Lisa Harper’s extensive education, culminating in a Master’s in Theological

Studies, underpins her analyses and interpretations, yet her storytelling

resonates most because of her genuine passion for connecting with her

audience. As she shares moments from her life as a mother to her daughter

Missy, readers gain insight into her commitment to living out her faith

authentically. Ultimately, these chapters highlight the intertwining of

personal experiences with scriptural truths, encouraging readers to embrace

their journeys and discover the dynamic ways faith can influence their lives.

--- 

This summary captures the essence of Lisa Harper's storytelling while

providing context for her insights and the characters introduced in the

chapters.
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Summary Content List

Chapter 1: Session 1: The Declarations That Define Us: (Luke 24:1 – 53;

Acts 1:1 – 26)

Chapter 2: Session 2: Earth, Wind, and Celestial Fire: (Acts 2:1 – 13)

Chapter 3: Session 3: Checkered Pasts Can Make Incredible Preachers:

(Mark 14:66 – 72; Acts 2:14 – 41; 8:1 – 3; 9:1 – 22)

Chapter 4: Session 4: What’s Mine Is Yours: (Acts 2:42 – 47; 4:32 – 5:11)

Chapter 5: Session 5: Loving More People, More: (Acts 6:1 – 7; 8:26 – 40;

10:1 – 11:18)

Chapter 6: Session 6: The Need to Be ReGospeled: (Galatians 2:11 – 21;

ACTS 9:26 – 27; 11:19 – 30; 15:36 – 41)

Chapter 7: Session 7: Turning Your World Upside Down: (Acts 5:17 – 42;

17:1 – 9)

Chapter 8: Session 8: Bearing the Chain Because: (Acts 28:16 – 31)
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Chapter 1 Summary: Session 1: The Declarations That
Define Us: (Luke 24:1 – 53; Acts 1:1 – 26)

### Summary of "Believing Jesus" Study Guide

INTRODUCTION  

The Book of Acts serves as a vital chronicle of the early Christian church,

detailing the journey of believers fuelled by fear, courage, and commitment

as they spread the message of Jesus Christ. This study guide, “Believing

Jesus,” invites participants to delve into how faith in Jesus influenced the

foundations of the early church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and

continues to resonate in our lives today.

WELCOME  

Participants begin their journey by introducing themselves and engaging in a

reflection on the value of choosing courage over comfort in their everyday

lives.

VIDEO TEACHING  

In this segment, key insights are shared:
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- The Book of Acts, authored by Luke, captures the adventurous spirit and

risk-taking nature of early Christians.

- Luke, known as the only Gentile writer in the Bible, introduces a unique

perspective that connects his Gospel with the narratives in Acts.

- Mary Magdalene’s encounter with the risen Christ illustrates the

transformative power of belief, marking her as a pivotal figure in Christian

history.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION  

Participants gather to discuss the significance of various aspects in Acts:

1. The implications of Luke’s Gentile background on his writings.

2. The unwavering commitment of Mary Magdalene to Jesus and her role

post-resurrection.

3. Initial doubts expressed by the disciples regarding Jesus’ resurrection.

4. The distinction between the kingdom Jesus preached and the expectations

of the people.

5. The importance of Jesus’ promises about the Holy Spirit and the role of

believers as witnesses.

INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITY  

Participants are encouraged to reflect on their favorite narratives from the

Gospel of Luke, fostering a personal connection to the text.
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CLOSING PRAYER  

The session concludes with a prayer that expresses gratitude for the

scriptures and seeks deeper understanding.

RECOMMENDED READING  

Participants are advised to engage with Chapter 1 of "Believing Jesus" for

further exploration.

BETWEEN-SESSIONS PERSONAL STUDY  

Self-reflection prompts encourage participants to contemplate their

expectations from the study and to delve deeper into the themes presented in

the Book of Acts.

---

### Daily Session Summaries

DAY 1: WELCOME TO ACTS  

This session highlights Dr. Luke’s distinct viewpoint as a Gentile author,
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enhancing the narrative’s inclusivity and depth. Participants are encouraged

to assess the reliability and intent behind his writings, considering how his

background shapes our understanding of the early church.

DAY 2: MARY FROM MAGDALA  

This day focuses on Mary Magdalene, examining her profound relationship

with Jesus and her pivotal role as the first witness of His resurrection. Her

trust and love for Christ underscore the depth of her commitment to His

mission.

DAY 3: WHEN JESUS SHOWED UP  

Participants explore ten significant post-resurrection appearances of Jesus.

Each instance reveals His intentionality and care, emphasizing His desire to

reassure and empower His followers in their faith journey.

DAY 4: YOU WILL RECEIVE POWER  

This session centers on Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit’s empowerment.

Participants reflect on how this divine power is manifested in the narratives

of both Luke and Acts, exploring the transformative impact of the Holy

Spirit on believers.
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DAY 5: YOU WILL BE MY WITNESSES  

The final day examines Jesus’ instruction for His disciples to act as

witnesses. Participants are prompted to consider their own roles in

evangelism and how they can share their faith in everyday circumstances,

emphasizing the ongoing mission of the church today. 

Through this study guide, participants embark on a journey that not only

honors the early church’s legacy but also challenges them to embrace their

faith actively in the modern world.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 2 Summary: Session 2: Earth, Wind, and
Celestial Fire: (Acts 2:1 – 13)

Session Overview: The Holy Spirit in Acts 2

Introduction  

The session opens with an exploration of the remarkable event of Pentecost,

where the Holy Spirit arrives with a powerful display of wind and flames.

This moment signifies the Holy Spirit's purifying presence and serves as a

pivotal point in Christian belief, prompting participants to delve into the

mystery and significance of the Spirit's work in their lives. As the disciples

gather, they experience a profound transformation, which sets the stage for

the beginning of the Church.

Welcome  

Participants are invited to share words and images that encapsulate their

understanding of the Holy Spirit. This sharing fosters an environment of

openness, encouraging deeper discussion and personal reflection.

Video Teaching  
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The teaching session conveys several cornerstone concepts regarding the

Holy Spirit:

- Communication with God: The Holy Spirit facilitates a two-way

 dialogue between believers and God, reinforcing a personal and intimate

relationship.

- The Trinity's Structure: It emphasizes the ontological equality within

 the Trinity, where all three persons—God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the

Holy Spirit—are fully divine. Each has distinct roles in the narrative of

salvation: the Father plans, the Son accomplishes, and the Holy Spirit

applies and affirms this work in believers' lives.

- Attributes of the Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit is characterized by

 comfort, conviction, and the impartation of freedom, supporting believers in

their faith journeys.

- Role as Paraclete: Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as the "paraclete,"

 meaning helper or advocate, illustrating His supportive role in guiding and

empowering the Church.

Small Group Discussion  

Participants engage in discussions centered on:

1. The unique functions of each Trinity member and their significance in the

faith narrative.
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2. Personal reactions to the enigmatic actions of the Holy Spirit during the

early church's formation.

3. Key insights gained from the Pentecost gathering and its impact on the

disciples.

4. The importance of Jesus introducing the Holy Spirit to His followers as a

promise of ongoing support.

5. Individual experiences in seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance in life.

6. Reflecting on the attributes of the Holy Spirit that resonate personally.

7. Strategies for actively seeking the Holy Spirit’s assistance in daily life.

Individual Activity  

Participants are given the opportunity to engage in personal reflection,

focusing on how the Holy Spirit can offer guidance and support. This

activity aims to deepen their relationship with the Spirit through prayer and

introspection.

Closing Prayer  

The session concludes with a prayer that acknowledges the Holy Spirit as an

ever-present helper, asking for heightened awareness of His influence and

guidance in participants’ lives.

Recommended Reading  
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Participants are encouraged to delve into Chapter 2 of "Believing Jesus,"

which complements the themes presented in the session and sets the

foundation for further exploration in the next meeting.

Between-Sessions Personal Study  

Daily prompts are provided to facilitate individual study. Participants reflect

on the Holy Spirit's historical presence in Scripture, His dual role as helper

and advocate, and the balance of conviction and freedom He offers. This

focused study leads to a richer understanding of the Holy Spirit's attributes

and His critical role in personal and collective faith experiences, ultimately

nurturing a stronger bond with the divine.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Session 3: Checkered Pasts Can
Make Incredible Preachers: (Mark 14:66 – 72; Acts 2:14
– 41; 8:1 – 3; 9:1 – 22)

SUMMARY OF CHAPTER 3: BELIEVING JESUS

INTRODUCTION  

Chapter 3 delves into the themes of forgiveness and grace, illustrated

through the transformative journeys of two pivotal figures in early

Christianity: Peter and Paul. Peter, regarded as the first preacher of the New

Testament, and Paul, who once fervently persecuted Christians, demonstrate

that even flawed individuals can be powerfully utilized by God.

WELCOME (5 MINUTES)  

The chapter opens with group discussion prompts that encourage

participants to share their own struggles with past sins and emphasize the

crucial need for self-forgiveness. This sets a reflective tone and prepares

members for personal revelations around grace.

VIDEO TEACHING (21 MINUTES)  
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The teaching segment highlights several key points:

- Believers are not defined by their failures; rather, these setbacks can

become catalysts for growth.

- Peter's remarkable shift from denying Christ to becoming a fearless

preacher serves as a testament to the profound influence of Jesus’ grace.

- Paul’s dramatic conversion—from a notorious persecutor of Christians to

an apostle and prolific writer of New Testament letters—illustrates the

remarkable power of an encounter with Christ, reshaping his identity and

purpose.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (30 MINUTES)  

During the discussion, participants engage with thought-provoking questions

that include:

1. What fueled Peter's courage to preach despite his prior denial of Jesus?

2. How did Paul’s identity transform despite his violent past?

3. Which apostle’s journey resonates more deeply with individual

experiences?

4. Why is it essential to prioritize the gospel message above the messengers?

5. Personal stories of experiencing God’s grace are shared, fostering a

communal sense of support and understanding.

INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITY (5 MINUTES)  
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As a reflective activity, participants are encouraged to express gratitude

through prayer for the mistakes that God has redeemed, as well as to seek

divine guidance for future challenges, reinforcing their relationship with

God.

CLOSING PRAYER  

The chapter concludes with a collective prayer, thanking God for His

forgiveness and asking for strength to represent Him with confidence and

authenticity in daily life.

RECOMMENDED READING  

For deeper exploration, participants are encouraged to read Chapter 3 and

Chapter 6 of "Believing Jesus," which further examine the workings of grace

and redemption.

BETWEEN-SESSIONS PERSONAL STUDY  

The daily study suggestions help participants reflect on essential themes:

- Day 1: An introduction to the backgrounds and transformations of

 Peter and Paul.

- Day 2: An acknowledgment of human sinfulness and the universal

 need for salvation.
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- Day 3: Key encounters with Jesus that irrevocably changed both Peter

 and Paul.

- Day 4: A look into their inspiring preaching after their conversions.

- Day 5: Reflecting on the lasting legacies of Peter and Paul, including

 their significant contributions to the faith through their teachings.

In summary, this chapter emphasizes the profound message of redemption,

showing that anyone, regardless of their past mistakes, can fulfill God's

divine purposes.
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Chapter 4: Session 4: What’s Mine Is Yours: (Acts 2:42 –
47; 4:32 – 5:11)

Summary of Chapter 4: Believing Jesus

INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, the author emphasizes the crucial role of community in

human survival, highlighting the necessity of sharing and interdependence

among individuals. This theme is illustrated through the actions of early

Christians as described in the biblical book of Acts, who fostered a healthy,

reciprocal community.

WELCOME

The chapter begins with an inviting discussion where participants reflect on

the positive characteristics of their own communities, setting a tone of

connection and openness.

VIDEO TEACHING

Key teachings from the session reveal the compassionate nature of Jesus,

who was driven by mercy to assist those in need. The teaching stresses the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


importance of acknowledging personal vulnerabilities, as recognizing our

own needs can deepen community bonds. It further discusses the idea of

healthy reciprocity—where individuals both offer help and seek assistance

from others. The early Christians serve as a powerful example of this

interdependence, embracing joy through shared support.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

Participants then engage in small group discussions, delving into biblical

stories that highlight community support and individual needs. This

exploration allows them to analyze aspects of healthy reciprocity and draw

insights from Jesus’ teachings about living in community.

INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITY

To put the lessons into practice, an individual activity encourages

participants to both seek help from a friend and offer support to someone

else. This exercise is designed to reinforce the concept of mutual assistance

as an essential element of community life.

CLOSING PRAYER

The session concludes with a prayer aimed at nurturing a community rooted

in love and mutual support, urging participants to actively engage in a life of
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fellowship and cooperation.

RECOMMENDED READING

Participants are encouraged to read Chapter 4 of "Believing Jesus" for

further reflection on the themes discussed, allowing for deeper personal

insights.

BETWEEN-SESSIONS PERSONAL STUDY

To promote ongoing growth, the chapter suggests daily reflections focused

on community and support through biblical examples:

- Day 1: Investigates how the early church cultivated a joyful and simple

 community.

- Day 2: Looks at friendships and connections that facilitate healing.

- Day 3: Highlights the sacrificial friendship between David and

 Jonathan, portraying a model of loyalty.

- Day 4: Discusses Ruth's unwavering loyalty to Naomi during times of

 adversity.

- Day 5: Examines the partnership of Paul and Barnabas, showcasing

 collaboration and reciprocal support in ministry.

Overall, this chapter encapsulates the idea that a vibrant community,
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reflecting early Christian practices, thrives through cooperation,

understanding, and love. It encourages individuals to embrace the spirit of

giving and receiving in their relationships, fostering a supportive

environment where everyone can flourish.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Session 5: Loving More People,
More: (Acts 6:1 – 7; 8:26 – 40; 10:1 – 11:18)

SUMMARY OF CHAPTER 5: BELIEVING JESUS

INTRODUCTION

Chapter 5 centers on the concept that God’s grace is universally available,

transcending any human barriers such as race and background. It argues that

racism and discrimination are not innate but rather learned behaviors. The

challenges faced by the early Church, as documented in the Book of Acts,

serve as a backdrop for understanding the importance of inclusion in faith

communities as diverse believers began to unite.

WELCOME

Participants are invited to engage in a dialogue on the current landscape of

racial tensions, reflecting on whether improvements have been made over

the past fifty years. This serves as a reminder of how societal attitudes can

evolve.

VIDEO TEACHING
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The teaching outlines crucial ideas:

- Every individual, regardless of race or background, is equally deserving of

God's grace.

- Discrimination is a social construct, not a natural human inclination.

- As the early Church expanded, it encountered the necessity of embracing

diversity.

- Peter's vision in Acts 11 serves as a pivotal moment, emphasizing God's

rejection of segregation and favoritism. This vision helps articulate God’s

inclusive nature.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

Discussion topics include:

1. The historical impact of race and bigotry on both the early Church and

modern society.

2. Reasons behind the withholding of grace by some, linked to cultural

differences.

3. The implications of Jewish discrimination throughout history and its

ongoing relevance.

4. The broader significance of Peter’s vision for understanding God's love

for all people.

5. Peter's crucial role in combating bigotry within the Church.

6. The strategic role of individuals whom God positions to challenge and

change discriminatory practices.
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7. Practical steps towards achieving racial reconciliation in communities.

8. The liberating message that "faith in Jesus + nothing = salvation,"

highlighting grace as the cornerstone of faith.

INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITY

Participants are encouraged to engage in reflective practices, considering

racial tensions in their surroundings, past efforts toward reconciliation, and

actionable steps they can take to foster healing within their communities.

CLOSING PRAYER

A prayer concludes the session, expressing gratitude for salvation and

reaffirming the importance of embracing grace, richly supported by the Holy

Spirit.

RECOMMENDED READING

Members are urged to read Chapter 5 of "Believing Jesus" in preparation for

the next meeting, bringing thoughts or questions for further discussion.

BETWEEN-SESSIONS PERSONAL STUDY

The personal study focuses on the stories of Philip, Ruth, and Cornelius,
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encouraging a deeper understanding of discrimination and the divine

perspective of inclusiveness. Key reflections include:

- Day 1: Philip’s encounter with an Ethiopian man exemplifies the

 extension of grace beyond cultural boundaries.

- Day 2: Ruth’s narrative reveals God’s overarching redemptive plan

 through acceptance and love.

- Day 3: Cornelius's story illustrates the important steps required to

 overcome personal biases.

- Day 4: Jesus’s treatment of children showcases a rejection of

 discrimination based on age.

- Day 5: Jesus’s interactions with Samaritans emphasize societal

 reconciliation and unity.

In summary, this chapter advocates for the recognition of all individuals as

invaluable to God, promoting racial reconciliation through faith and

collective action within communities.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Session 6: The Need to Be
ReGospeled: (Galatians 2:11 – 21; ACTS 9:26 – 27; 11:19
– 30; 15:36 – 41)

Summary of Chapter 6 from "Jesus" by Lisa Harper

In Chapter 6, Lisa Harper delves into the complexities of faith by examining

the mistakes of two prominent figures in Christianity: Peter and Paul.

Despite their earnest desire to follow Jesus, both men falter, yet their failures

do not define them. Instead, their stories illustrate a continual process of

growth and redemption through their relationship with Christ.

The chapter begins with a relatable anecdote from Annie about accidentally

ruining a cherished apron belonging to a friend. This incident serves as a

metaphor for human imperfection and the universal need for love and

acceptance, even amidst flaws. Annie draws a parallel to Peter and Paul,

who, despite their missteps, required the same reminders of their identities in

Christ—an idea that Harper conceptualizes as "regospeling." This term

emphasizes the importance of reassuring not only ourselves but also others

of who Jesus is and our true identities in Him, a recurring theme throughout

the New Testament.

The session initiates with a discussion about the heartbreak of lost
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friendships, effectively setting the stage for deeper conversations about

connection, grace, and forgiveness. In the video teaching, Harper reinforces

the idea of regospeling and shares biblical examples highlighting how Peter

and Paul each experienced moments of weakness. Their stories exemplify

the essential need for grace within the Christian journey, as they navigated

challenges in their walks with Jesus.

As participants engage in small group discussions, they ponder the concept

of "spiritual stripping down," reflecting on why people often attempt to

cleanse themselves rather than leaning on Jesus for redemption. This

dialogue naturally leads to an exploration of the mistakes made by Peter and

Paul, providing a richer understanding of their humanity.

To further cement these teachings, individuals are encouraged to reflect on

and memorize key Bible verses that affirm their identities in Christ, fostering

a deeper personal connection to the gospel. The chapter concludes with a

prayer that seeks to embed the truth of Scripture in the participants' hearts,

reinforcing their belief in God’s promises.

For those looking to deepen their understanding, the chapter recommends

further reading in Chapter 8, “The Need to Be ReGospeled.” Additionally, a

personal study guide prompts reflection on other biblical figures, such as

Martha and Mary, demonstrating that all believers, including the most

revered saints, face moments of doubt and require encouragement and
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reminders of their identities.

Daily Breakdown:

- Day 1: Focuses on Martha's frustrations and how Jesus kindly corrects

 her approach, providing insight into her identity.

- Day 2: Explores Mary's grief and how Jesus offers comfort and

 reassurance during her loss.

- Day 3: Examines John the Baptist's doubts and how Jesus reaffirms

 his role and identity.

- Day 4: Highlights the disciples' humanity, cataloging instances where

 Jesus teaches them through miracles and lessons.

- Day 5: Discusses the early Christian community's struggles and the

 necessity of preaching grace and unity amidst conflicts.

Overall, Chapter 6 emphasizes that all believers are prone to mistakes on

their faith journeys. However, through supportive communities and the

continual reminders of the gospel, they can renew their strength and reaffirm

their identities in Christ.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Session 7: Turning Your World
Upside Down: (Acts 5:17 – 42; 17:1 – 9)

Chapter 7 Summary: Believing Jesus: A Journey Through the Book of Acts

In this chapter, the author invites readers to explore a deeper understanding

of Jesus Christ, the pivotal figure in Christianity known for His sinless life,

sacrificial death, and victorious resurrection. Central to this discussion is

Jesus’ embodiment of compassion, prompting readers to evaluate their

personal connection with Him and the transformative impact He can have on

their lives.

Video Teaching Overview  

The chapter features a video teaching segment that emphasizes the

importance of engaging with the messages found in the Book of Acts. It

highlights critical themes, including God’s profound love for humanity and

the necessity of sharing one's faith with genuine compassion rather than

mere obligation.

Discussion Questions  

During small group discussions, participants are encouraged to tackle
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foundational questions that delve into the nature of Jesus as the Messiah and

the revolutionary roles played by early believers such as Paul and Peter. The

dialogues cover the apostles’ readiness to endure suffering for their faith and

clarify the distinction between divine grace and simple tolerance. Through

this reflective process, participants examine the power of Jesus’ name and its

significance in their own experiences.

Individual Reflection Activity  

To foster personal growth, participants are invited to reflect on practical

ways to embody and share the love of Christ in their daily lives. This

activity encourages them to identify specific actions they can take to step out

in faith and make a positive difference.

Closing Prayer  

The chapter culminates with a prayer that expresses gratitude for the

teachings of Acts, asking for the courage to live authentically as followers of

Christ.

Recommended Reading  

Readers are encouraged to further explore the insights found in "A

Compassionate Compulsion" within "Believing Jesus," and to take notes on
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their thoughts and questions for future discussions.

Personal Study Prompts  

The chapter provides a five-day personal study plan focusing on the

importance of Jesus’ name, His divine identity and power, and the

responsibilities tied to being part of His Kingdom. These studies invite

readers to dive deeply into Scripture, enriching their understanding of Jesus

as both Savior and King, and how early Christians radically influenced their

world through unwavering faith.

Final Encouragement  

In closing, the chapter motivates readers to recognize the active role of the

Holy Spirit within them, urging them to boldly embody Christ’s message

and bring about positive change in their communities. Believers are

reminded of their calling to be a "pleasing aroma of Christ," inviting others

to partake in His transformative love and grace.
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Chapter 8: Session 8: Bearing the Chain Because: (Acts
28:16 – 31)

Chapter 8 Summary: Believing Jesus

Introduction  

The chapter opens with Paul’s sentiments that the struggles and challenges

faced in spreading the gospel are ultimately worth it because they often

result in witnessing the joy of others coming to faith. This theme emphasizes

that laboring in faith, no matter how difficult, can lead to miraculous and

uplifting outcomes.

From Believing Jesus  

Annie shares a poignant story from a yard sale where her friend, despite

being overburdened, carried her daughter to showcase the power of love.

This metaphor serves to illustrate how love compels us to endure challenges

for Christ, drawing parallels to the hardships of early Christians depicted in

the Book of Acts. The chapter reflects on how these early believers faced

their trials and tribulations out of profound love for Jesus, serving as an

inspiring example of faith and commitment.
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Welcome (5 Minutes)  

Participants are introduced to a thought-provoking discussion about the

paradoxical idea that some individuals find a sense of freedom even when

confined, potentially reflecting on spiritual freedom versus physical

bondage.

Video Teaching (24 Minutes)  

The video teaching reinforces deeper truths regarding faith:  

- We are called to be compassionate messengers of the gospel.  

- Jesus's sacrifice illustrates his immense value for humanity.  

- The resurrection of Jesus inspires us to boldly share our faith.  

- Key scriptures, including Acts 11:17 and 28:20-31, illustrate that God’s

grace is universally accessible and that suffering in the pursuit of the gospel

fulfills a higher purpose.  

- A belief in God's transformative power should motivate us to take risks for

Christ.

Small Group Discussion (30 Minutes)  

Participants engage in reflective discussions on their unique strengths and

the transformative stories of individuals like Priscilla, who overcame the

harrowing experience of human trafficking. Conversations delve into the
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challenges of evangelism, exploring the willingness of Paul and early

Christians to endure suffering for the sake of Christ, and the personal

transformations that often come from such trials. This exchange encourages

participants to examine their own faith journeys and their commitment to

effectively carry the gospel message.

Individual Activity (5 Minutes)  

Each participant takes a moment to brainstorm practical ways they can

embody Christ's love in the fight against human trafficking, such as

becoming involved with the A21 Campaign, which aims to abolish modern

slavery.

Closing Prayer  

The chapter closes with a prayer that seeks to open participants' hearts and

minds to the gospel message, empowering them to endure hardships for

Christ and urging them to courageously spread his teachings to others.

Recommended Reading  

Participants are encouraged to reflect on chapters 9 and 10 of "Believing

Jesus," allowing further exploration of the themes and learnings presented in

the session.
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Between-Sessions Personal Study  

This segment offers daily readings focused on the traits and boldness

exhibited by key biblical figures like Priscilla, Peter, Paul, and Dr. Luke, as

documented in Acts. Participants are prompted to reflect on each figure's

contributions to the Christian faith, the trials they faced, and personal

transformations that inspired others.

Overall, Chapter 8 encapsulates the enduring theme of persevering through

love, highlighting the transformative impact of Christ's resurrection and

motivating a heightened commitment to living out one’s faith with boldness.
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