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Kiss Now, Lie Later Summary
Forbidden love ignites amidst a fierce town rivalry.

Written by New York Central Park Page Turners Books Club

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


About the book

In "Kiss Now, Lie Later" by C.W. Farnsworth, the story unfolds against the

backdrop of a long-standing rivalry between two small towns, each fiercely

protective of their traditions and reputations, particularly in the realm of high

school football—a social battleground where relationships often turn

contentious. Maeve Stevens, the determined daughter of the local football

coach, embodies her town's passion for the sport. She has always viewed

Weston Cole, the star player from the rival team, as her adversary, a notion

fuelled by years of competitive hostility and disdain.

As their senior year commences, Maeve's world is thrown into turmoil when

she unexpectedly encounters a different side of Weston. Instead of the

arrogant jock she has always perceived him to be, he reveals a captivating,

thoughtful nature that piques Maeve's curiosity and challenges her ingrained

beliefs about him. Their initial animosity begins to dissolve, giving way to a

complicated and secretive romance fueled by intense chemistry and shared

moments.

However, their blossoming relationship is fraught with tension, as both must

navigate their commitments to family and the expectations of their

respective communities. Maeve grapples with loyalty to her family and the

pride of her town while discovering a passion for Weston that complicates

her sense of identity and allegiance. As their clandestine kisses punctuate
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their interactions, the couple is forced to confront the realities of their

diverging paths: the weight of tradition versus the desire for personal

fulfillment.

Amidst the emotional turmoil, Maeve and Weston find themselves at a

crossroads, where they must choose between the familiar comforts of loyalty

and the exhilarating risk of a love that could bridge the schism between their

worlds. Their journey underscores the theme of love's power to transcend

rivalry and the courage required to embrace one's feelings against the odds.
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About the author

Certainly! However, please provide the specific chapters you'd like me to

summarize.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

Chapter 1 Summary: Maeve's Perspective on Rivalry and Growing Up

Setting the Scene in Glenmont  

In the small town of Glenmont, Maeve, a freshman, contemplates the rigid

societal expectations that define her community, particularly the deep-seated

rivalry with the neighboring town of Alleghany. This enmity is almost a rite

of passage, ingrained in the town's culture and passed down through

generations, shaping the lives of its inhabitants.

The Rivalry's Impact  

Central to Glenmont's identity is the fierce football rivalry, which reaches a

peak during games against Alleghany. Maeve’s twin brother, Liam, carries

the weight of a football legacy as a standout player. This year, however, the

arrival of Weston Cole from Alleghany, a talented opponent, poses a

significant challenge. The tension escalates when Glenmont suffers a

disappointing loss in their first game against Alleghany, setting a grim tone

for the season.

Maeve's Personal Struggles  
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As Maeve embarks on her freshman year, she grapples with the pressures of

living up to her family's reputation, particularly as "Coach Stevens'

daughter." Striving to carve out her own identity, she remains focused on her

goals, especially her position on the varsity girls' soccer team, while

navigating the shadows cast by her brother's achievements.

A Night of Uncertainty  

Reluctantly, Maeve joins her friend Maggie at a party in Fayetteville,

prioritizing her friend's safety over her own discomfort. The chaotic

environment, filled with drinking and unfamiliar faces, leaves Maeve feeling

out of place. Seeking a moment of calm, she steps away from the party.

Unexpected Encounter  

By the lakeside, Maeve unexpectedly encounters Weston Cole. Their

conversation reveals a more nuanced side of Weston than the arrogant player

she had envisioned. They discuss their personal struggles with family

expectations, fostering an unlikely connection that transcends their towns'

rivalry. 

Reflections on Identity  
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As they engage in this candid exchange, Maeve becomes aware that her

initial assumptions about Weston were misguided. This revelation prompts

her to ponder her own identity apart from her family's legacy, hinting at her

potential for growth and deeper understanding in her relationships. The

chapter concludes with Maeve feeling a blend of confusion and intrigue

about Weston, signaling the possibility of a future friendship that could

challenge the rivalries they once believed defined them.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

In Chapter Two, the story takes us deeper into the complex social landscape

 of Maeve's world, particularly her feelings about attending a party in the

rival town of Alleghany. Maeve is initially apprehensive about supporting

her friend Maggie, who has recently moved there after her parents' divorce,

feeling guilty about her reluctance to immerse herself in what she perceives

as enemy territory.

Dressed in a short green dress chosen by Maggie, Maeve arrives at the

raucous party, overwhelmed by the loud atmosphere and the presence of

teens buzzing with energy. Although she is apprehensive about confronting

the rivalry between Glenmont and Alleghany, Maeve tries to navigate the

social dynamics, clinging to her connection with Maggie.

As Maeve and Maggie mingle, they come across a group of cheerleaders

who epitomize the social divide between the two towns, heightening

Maeve's discomfort. The tension escalates when Weston Cole, a former

athlete Maeve has long admired, makes a striking entrance. His newfound

confidence and charm stir a mix of emotions within Maeve, as she grapples

with her admiration for him and the historical rivalry between their families.

Seeking respite from the chaos, Maeve steps outside, unintentionally setting

the stage for a pivotal encounter with Weston. Their interaction is charged
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with unresolved feelings as Weston playfully refers back to their past,

culminating in a surprising kiss that leaves Maeve both exhilarated and

confused. This unexpected moment complicates her feelings for Weston,

blending attraction with the weight of their familial enmities.

After the kiss, Weston hands Maeve a can of cola, teasingly reminding her of

the rivalry by using her last name as he departs. This brief encounter leaves

Maeve in a daze, prompting her to wrestle with the implications of their

interaction as she returns to the party. The chapter concludes with Maeve

feeling drawn to Weston despite their families' history, contemplating the

significance of their kiss while attempting to re-engage with Maggie and

navigate the dynamics among the cheerleaders. Through this blend of

excitement and uncertainty, Maeve’s internal struggle deepens, setting the

stage for the evolving relationship against the backdrop of deep-rooted

rivalry.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 

### Summary of Chapter 3: "Kiss Now, Lie Later"

In this chapter, the narrative centers on Weston and his evolving feelings

toward Maeve Stevens, a multifaceted relationship that complicates his life

both on and off the football field.

Weston’s Workout and the Maeve Stevens Encounter  

Weston is at the gym with his friends—Chris, Charlie, and Adam—engaged

in typical teenage banter. Their conversation turns towards Maeve Stevens,

the daughter of Coach Stevens and captain of the Glenmont soccer team.

Chris mentions a party where he spotted Maeve, igniting Weston's

recollections of their unexpected kiss. This moment leaves him grappling

with an internal conflict, as he reflects on how he inadvertently threatens the

legacy of Maeve’s family in sports, a fact that weighs heavily on his

conscience.

High School Dynamics  

As discussions unfold, further details about Maeve’s accomplishments

emerge, enhancing Weston’s admiration for her. Despite his efforts to appear
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indifferent in front of his friends, Maeve occupies his thoughts, particularly

because their kiss was reciprocated, stirring feelings that he cannot easily

dismiss.

Meeting with Coach Blake  

Following the gym session, Weston meets with his football coach, Coach

Blake, to outline his training regimen for the summer. Coach Blake

emphasizes the importance of preparation for the upcoming football season,

highlighting interest from several colleges, notably Lincoln University—an

institution favored by Weston’s father. This conversation hints at the weight

of familial expectations resting on Weston’s shoulders, adding to his

burgeoning stress.

Baylor’s Party  

Later, Weston attends a party at Baylor's house, surrounded by classmates.

Amid the festivities, he finds himself increasingly preoccupied with thoughts

of Maeve, particularly as rumors and gossip about her circulate within their

social circle. Surprisingly, when Maeve’s name comes up, Weston feels a

surge of protectiveness, which confounds him, given his previous attempts

to remain detached. 

Reflection on Maeve Stevens  
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As the night unfolds, Weston delves deeper into his reflections on Maeve

and the significance of their kiss. What began as a seemingly trivial moment

escalates into a more profound emotional struggle, challenging his formerly

unwavering confidence and focus on football. This inner turmoil not only

complicates his feelings for Maeve but also heightens the stakes as he

navigates the relationships that define his high school experience.

Overall, this chapter intricately weaves Weston’s personal conflicts with the

pressures of high school dynamics and athletic ambitions, framing a pivotal

moment in his relationship with Maeve that will likely impact the trajectory

of both their lives.
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Chapter 4: 

Chapter 4 Summary

In this chapter, we dive into Maeve's rigorous training routine, setting the

stage for her athletic prowess and the blossoming relationship with Weston

Cole. After completing an exhausting sprint at the Glenmont track, Maeve

feels a sense of accomplishment when Weston approaches her. He's curious

about the rumors of her late-night runs, which sparks a playful conversation

between them. The dynamic highlights Maeve's athletic abilities while

revealing Weston’s intrigue and admiration for her dedication.

Their exchange turns competitive as Maeve, feeling both challenged and

exhilarated by Wes's presence, proposes a soccer practice the following day.

The chemistry between them is palpable, and Weston, equally eager, agrees

to join her. This interaction deepens their connection, allowing Maeve to

step out of her comfort zone and embrace the unfolding dynamic.

When Weston asks for Maeve's phone number, their lighthearted banter

takes a cheeky turn, showcasing their playful rapport. Together, they engage

in a rigorous training session, where Maeve's exceptional skills shine, and

Weston’s willingness to learn from her adds an exciting layer to their

relationship.
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Following their workout, Weston invites Maeve to go swimming. Although

hesitant and self-conscious about her outfit, Maeve agrees when Weston

reveals it's at his uncle’s cabin, squashing her concerns about trespassing.

This choice of location becomes a significant backdrop for their growing

intimacy.

Once they reach the semi-secluded spot, Maeve's initial reservations fade

away as they dive into the water together. The playful conversation between

them fosters a deeper connection, allowing them to share personal insights

about their lives. Maeve learns about Weston’s family dynamics, which

reveals a more vulnerable side to him, further solidifying their bond.

Amidst the tranquility of floating on the lake, Maeve discovers an

unexpected comfort in their evolving relationship. The physical closeness

and shared laughter heighten the fluttering feelings within her, making her

acutely aware of Weston’s presence.

As their swimming session comes to an end, they dress and exchange playful

banter once more, culminating in a shared moment of camaraderie. Maeve

cleverly quotes Shakespeare, which evokes a sense of connection and shared

humor between them. As Weston bids her goodbye, Maeve is left with a mix

of anticipation and excitement for their next encounter, reflecting on the new

and promising bond they have begun to forge.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

Chapter 5 Summary  

Weston's Thoughts on Maeve Stevens  

Weston finds himself increasingly preoccupied with thoughts of Maeve

Stevens, even as he recognizes she may not be the right choice for him.

Their connection deepened after a night spent together in a park, a place that

holds nostalgic memories for Weston linked to his father, intensifying the

emotions he feels. The intimate atmosphere fosters a bond that Weston can't

ignore, even as he grapples with the idea that pursuing this relationship

might lead to complications.

Soccer Game Dynamics  

When Maeve arrives at the park ready for a friendly soccer match, the

chemistry between them becomes palpable. Their competitive spirits shine

through as they play, with their interactions blending physical skill with

playful flirtation. As the game progresses, Weston is not only impressed by

Maeve's athletic prowess but also increasingly drawn to her vibrant

personality, highlighting the budding connection between them.
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Sharing Personal Histories  

After an exhilarating game, they settle down, catching their breath and

exchanging life stories. Maeve opens up about her challenging upbringing,

revealing a strained relationship with an alcoholic father. This candid

moment reveals the depth of Maeve's character, showcasing her

vulnerabilities and the obstacles she has faced, which allows Weston to see

her in a new light and fosters a sense of intimacy between them.

Mutual Trust and Future Plans  

Their heartfelt exchange culminates in a promise to meet again, with Weston

inviting Maeve to help him enhance his football skills. This decision

signifies a turning point in their relationship, establishing a foundation of

trust and camaraderie. It highlights Weston’s genuine admiration for Maeve,

illustrating that he values her insights and companionship despite the

complexities that their backgrounds introduce.

Weston's Reflection on Complications  

As Weston makes his way to a gathering by the lake with friends, he reflects

on his feelings for Maeve and the potential ramifications of their connection.

Complicating matters is her affiliation with his rival football team, causing

him to wrestle with his loyalties. This internal conflict emphasizes the
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tangled emotions at play, illustrating the delicate balance between personal

feelings and team allegiance, and leaving Weston to question how far he is

willing to go for a chance at love.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

### Chapter 6 Summary

Maeve's Shift at Mo's  

Maeve returns to her shift at Mo's diner after a break and finds herself in a

challenging situation when Wes and his friends, members of the rival

Alleghany football team, enter. Despite knowing the history of rivalry

between their schools, Maeve decides to serve them at their booth, surprising

herself and her coworker Clare. This moment showcases her growing

confidence as she engages in playful banter with Wes and his group,

navigating the tension between rivalry and attraction.

Confrontation and Banter  

During her interaction with the team, one of the players playfully identifies

Maeve as Coach Stevens' daughter, dubbing her a "Stallion spy" due to her

family ties to the rival team. Maeve skillfully deflects their jibes about their

team's performance, maintaining her composure and playful demeanor. After

delivering their orders, she busies herself to distract from her complicated

feelings for Wes, who remains an alluring figure despite the tensions

between them.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Ending Her Shift  

After her shift, Wes approaches Maeve at the register, reigniting the tension

of their past relationship. Their brief exchange is layered with unspoken

emotions, and as he pays for his meal, he unexpectedly slips her a blank

napkin. This mysterious gesture leaves Maeve puzzled about Wes's

intentions as she finally escapes the diner, relieved to leave behind the

charged atmosphere.

At the Lake  

Later, Maeve meets her friend Maggie at the lake, where they reflect on the

straining effects of the school rivalry on their friendships. Maggie expresses

her struggles with being close to the cheerleading squad, lamenting the

friends she's lost due to the competitive atmosphere. This conversation

prompts Maeve to contemplate the emotional toll of the rivalry,

acknowledging that it has significantly impacted both her and Maggie's lives

in ways they hadn’t fully realized.

Reflection on Summer  

Despite the ongoing tensions and complexities in her relationships, Maeve

finds a sense of excitement in her summer experiences. Sitting by the lake,
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she embraces the warmth of the sun and reflects on her active schedule, all

while wrestling with her feelings toward Wes and the rivalry that looms over

her friendships. Maeve's introspection reveals her desire for clarity amidst

the chaos, setting the stage for further development in her journey.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

Chapter Seven Summary

Training and Growing Connection  

The chapter opens with Weston and Maeve engaged in a football training

session, where Maeve offers him valuable feedback on his technique,

highlighting her expertise and genuine interest in his progress. As they

practice, Weston enjoys their time together but is taken aback by the depth of

his feelings for Maeve when he learns she will be visiting her grandparents

in South Carolina. This revelation signifies a shift in Weston’s emotions,

hinting at a burgeoning attachment that he hadn’t fully acknowledged

before.

Weekend Plans and Rivalry  

Maeve’s upcoming trip stirs jealousy in Weston, especially when he learns

she will be spending time with Matt Crawford, another guy. This rivalry

heightens his discomfort, pushing him to reflect on his feelings for her. After

saying goodbye to Maeve, Weston returns home to a tense atmosphere where

his parents are arguing. Wanting to escape the conflict, he leaves to meet his

friends at a local pizza place.
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Evening Out with Friends  

At the pizza restaurant, Weston reconnects with his friends—Chris, Charlie,

and Adam. They chat about Weston’s intensive summer training and look

ahead to the upcoming school season. Following the meal, the group heads

to a bustling mini-golf course where Weston is distracted by the presence of

cheerleader Natalie, who tries to flirt with him. However, his mind is

elsewhere, filled with thoughts of Maeve.

Thoughts of Maeve  

While playing mini-golf, Weston frequently checks his phone, hoping for

messages from Maeve. Their text exchanges are playful, yet he worries that

she might interpret his interest as mere pity rather than genuine affection. As

the chapter closes, Weston reflects on his feelings for Maeve, contrasting his

emotional attachment with his friends’ casual perceptions, deepening the

complexity of his internal conflict.
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Chapter 8: 

Chapter Eight Summary

Introduction to Maeve's Morning  

Maeve awakens to the strains of an uneasy night, beset by the anxieties

triggered by a conversation with Wes, a boy whose attention stirs both

excitement and insecurity within her. This lingering unease sets the tone for

her day.

Morning Routine and Departure  

In a flurry of activity, Maeve and her family scramble to prepare for their

trip to her grandparents' beach house. As Maeve dresses, she chooses to wear

a sweatshirt belonging to Wes, and the familiar scent brings a bittersweet

rush of memories that momentarily distracts her from her worries.

Road Trip Dynamics  

The family embarks on their journey, with Maeve sharing a cramped back

seat with her brother, Liam, and his friend, Matt. The conversation quickly

turns to football, fixating on the prowess of Weston Cole, a rival player who
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ignites Maeve's internal conflict and further complicates her feelings.

Arrival at Grandparents' Beach House  

Upon arriving at her grandparents' beach house, the family is warmly

welcomed. Maeve is enveloped in nostalgic memories of past summers

shared with her grandmother, who is overjoyed to see them and immediately

begins preparing a meal filled with familiarity and love.

Family Dinner Conversations  

During dinner, the focus shifts to football, as her grandfather inquires about

Liam’s team. Feeling the pressure of expectations surrounding athletic

discussions, Maeve deftly tries to steer the talk to more enjoyable topics,

longing for lighter interactions that allow her to escape the weight of

competition.

Ice Cream Outing  

After the meal, the family heads to a local ice cream shop. Here, Maeve

encounters Eli, a charming local who takes an interest in her, leaving Maeve

feeling flattered but conflicted. Her heart remains tethered to thoughts of

Wes, complicating her emerging friendship with Eli.
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Daily Routine at the Beach  

As the days drift by, Maeve settles into a rhythm of familial activities,

including playful card games with her grandmother while the boys remain

preoccupied with their football discussions. This comfortable routine,

however, contrasts with her tumultuous feelings about Wes.

Unexpected Running Companionship  

In a surprising turn, Maeve finds herself agreeing to go for a run with Matt,

providing an unexpected shift in their dynamic. Their outing evolves from a

simple exercise to a deeper conversation over hot dogs, revealing layers to

Matt's character and deepening Maeve’s internal turmoil.

End of Chapter Reflection  

As her trip winds down, Maeve reflects on the enjoyable time spent with

family while grappling with her complicated feelings for Weston Cole. Torn

between familial expectations and her own desires, she yearns for clarity and

a connection with Wes, intensifying her longing to return to him rather than

remain ensconced in her current surroundings.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

Chapter 9 Summary:

Birthday Bash and Unexpected Plans  

Weston is in high spirits, celebrating his birthday at a lively party organized

by his charismatic friend Chris. The event is filled with laughter and

camaraderie, but Wes's excitement takes an unexpected turn when he

receives a long-awaited text from Maeve. He has been eagerly anticipating

communication from her for eight days, and though he feels a tinge of

uncertainty, he ultimately decides to seize the moment and meet her at a

cabin later that night.

Dinner with Parents  

After the jubilant festivities, Weston transitions to a more formal setting with

a pre-arranged dinner at an upscale restaurant with his parents. The

conversation revolves around future plans, particularly regarding his

potential enrollment at Lincoln University, a prestigious institution that his

father envisions for him. However, Weston feels a growing disconnect from

the discussion, sensing that his aspirations may not align with his parents'

expectations. Seeking relief from the pressure, he discreetly excuses himself
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early from dinner to pursue his meeting with Maeve.

A Secret Adventure  

Arriving at the cabin, Weston is greeted by Maeve, who surprises him by

donning his sweatshirt. She suggests a spontaneous adventure, whisking him

away for a drive that culminates in a cozy evening at a drive-in movie. They

transform the back of Weston's SUV into a comfortable retreat, adorned with

snacks and pillows, as they settle in to enjoy the film together.

Intimate Moments  

As the movie unfolds, Maeve drifts off to sleep beside Weston, creating an

intimate atmosphere filled with warmth. When she awakens, their close

proximity sparks an undeniable tension between them. They embark on an

open conversation about their feelings and shared history, navigating the

complexities of their past interactions while their flirtation intensifies. They

find themselves caught in a delicate dance of emotions, balancing the thrill

of the moment against the uncertainties that linger.

The First Kiss  

In a pivotal moment, Weston and Maeve acknowledge the complexities

surrounding their connection but surrender to the chemistry that has been
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simmering between them. They share a passionate kiss, marking a turning

point in their relationship that deepens their bond. The chapter concludes

with an aura of excitement and promise, hinting that their relationship has

evolved into something more profound, leaving them both contemplating the

possibilities ahead.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

In Chapter 10 of "Kiss Now, Lie Later" by C.W. Farnsworth, we find Maeve

 at the beginning of her senior year at Glenmont High, feeling both the

excitement and the weight of the social dynamics around her. The chapter

opens with her reflecting on the seemingly ordinary start of the school year,

although Sam Jackson’s playful teasing about her summer interactions with

two boys, Wes and Liam, hints at the complexities of teenage relationships

and rumors that can easily spiral out of control.

Amidst this backdrop, Maeve tries to deflect discussions linking her to the

enigmatic Matt Crawford, a popular student, all while managing her

emotions over her close friend Maggie's departure to a rival cheerleading

team. This change adds an element of rivalry that complicates Maeve's

social landscape. The conversation quickly shifts to Weston Cole, an

accomplished football player from nearby Alleghany, forcing Maeve to

confront her growing feelings for him. This tension showcases the

intertwining nature of friendships and romantic interests typical of high

school life.

As the lunchroom chatter continues, Maeve feels the sting of insecurity,

especially when her brother Wes is mentioned. His rising popularity and

changing social interactions lead her to question the strength and nature of

their bond, deepening her emotional turmoil during this critical period of her
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life.

Transitioning from the social scene to the athletic field, Maeve heads to

soccer practice. Here, her dedication and hard work catch the attention of

Coach Bloom, who recognizes her commitment and suggests potential

opportunities at the collegiate level. Maeve's role as team captain emerges,

demonstrating her leadership, though she struggles to balance this

responsibility with her personal doubts and her conflicted feelings for

Weston.

Overall, this chapter encapsulates the intricate weave of friendship, rivalry,

and burgeoning romance typical of teenage life. It illustrates Maeve’s

journey of self-discovery and growth, setting the stage for her endeavors

both on and off the soccer field as she navigates the complicated world of

social relationships.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

### Chapter 11 Summary

Weston's Perspective  

In this chapter, Weston reflects on a pivotal practice session where his

teammate Josh requests to leave early to attend a girls' soccer game against

Glenmont, where they are supporting Caroline. In an unexpected turn,

Weston shifts priorities, deciding to join the game as a scrimmage

opportunity instead of adhering to their usual drills. He rallies the entire

team to attend, showcasing his commitment to camaraderie. However, upon

arrival, they are met with a disappointing turnout until they spot Maeve

Stevens, a standout player for Glenmont, which invigorates the atmosphere.

Observations of Maeve  

Weston is mesmerized by Maeve's prowess on the field; her skill and

confidence reignite memories of their previous connection, which has faded

since school began. His admiration is tinged with a strong desire to

reconnect with her. As the game unfolds, Maeve scores a spectacular goal

that underscores her talent and leadership, further amplifying Weston’s

mixed feelings of admiration and unresolved emotions.
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The Rivalry Heightens  

Complications arise when Weston perceives the closeness between Maeve

and Matt Crawford, another player in the stands. This stirs his jealousy and

adds a layer of complexity to his feelings. Conversations among his

teammates emphasize the fierce rivalry between Alleghany and Glenmont,

particularly with the season's championship on the line, intensifying the

competitive tension that Weston finds himself part of.

After the Game  

Following Glenmont's win, Weston's internal conflict deepens as he balances

his support for the girls' team with his feelings for Maeve. A post-game

gathering at a local pizza place ignites discussions that highlight lingering

disappointment and rivalry emotions among the players regarding the match

outcome. 

Personal Reflections  

Back home, Weston grapples with his relationship with his mother, who

brings complications stemming from interactions with his father. While

attempting to focus on homework, his mind wanders back to thoughts of

Maeve. Eventually, he musters the courage to call her, leading to a heartfelt
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conversation where they both express their feelings and discuss the pressures

each faces, as well as the complexities of their connection framed by their

competitive affiliations.

Ending Thoughts  

The chapter closes with Weston feeling a strong tug between wanting to

maintain a bond with Maeve and recognizing the challenges posed by their

differing team loyalties and her aspirations in college soccer. Their

conversation leaves them both wrestling with unresolved feelings and the

stark reality of their circumstances, setting the stage for future developments

in their relationship.
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Chapter 12: 

Chapter Twelve Summary  

*Maeve's Turmoil*  

In this chapter, Maeve finds herself grappling with her deepening feelings

for Weston Cole, which she perceives as a forbidden attraction. After

spending time with her friend Maggie, she unexpectedly chooses to visit

Wes's house instead of heading home after soccer practice. This decision

highlights Maeve's internal conflict, torn between her emotions for Wes and

the societal norms she feels pressured to uphold.

*Unplanned Encounter*  

Determined to connect with Wes, Maeve opts for a daring approach,

sneaking into his room through the roof to avoid the tension of his parents'

ongoing argument. The climb serves as a metaphor for her struggle to

navigate the complexities of her feelings. Once inside, Wes is taken aback,

yet their ensuing conversation shifts into a poignant exchange where Maeve

openly expresses her desire to keep their relationship alive, regardless of the

barriers they face.

*A Shared Connection*  

In a moment of raw honesty, Maeve declares her wish for their relationship
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to persist, prompting a passionate kiss from Wes that signifies the depth of

their connection. They candidly discuss their busy lives and the challenges

posed by external circumstances, finally agreeing to prioritize their bond and

carve out time for each other amidst their hectic schedules.

*Returning Home*  

The chapter takes a turn as Maeve, after a long visit, reluctantly leaves Wes's

house. Upon her arrival home, she is greeted by the Glenmont football team

and her mother, escalating her anxiety about being late. Caught in a web of

guilt and obligation, Maeve fabricates a story about her whereabouts,

revealing her struggle between her responsibilities as a team member and her

growing affection for Wes.

*Conflict of Loyalties*  

Maeve’s turmoil culminates as she faces an internal struggle regarding

loyalty and commitment. As she reflects on her relationships with her soccer

team and Weston, she stands at a crossroads, leaving the reader eager to see

how she resolves her conflicting passions for love and friendship.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

CHAPTER THIRTEEN SUMMARY

Weston's Secret Relationship  

Weston finds himself in a unique and secretive relationship with Maeve, one

that defies conventional norms. Their meetings take place in hidden

locations, and they intentionally avoid discussing personal feelings, enabling

them to enjoy their time together without the pressures of labels. This

unconventional bond brings Weston a sense of joy amid the complexities of

teenage life.

An Unexpected Encounter  

After a grueling practice, Weston encounters Natalie, the head cheerleader,

who is in need of a ride home. Their conversation reveals shared struggles

regarding their family dynamics, providing a moment of vulnerability.

Natalie subtly suggests a romantic interest in Weston, but he hesitates,

revealing his emotional ties to Maeve. This honesty earns Natalie's

appreciation, showcasing Weston's growth in navigating relationships.

Ice Cream and Aspirations  
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During a spontaneous ice cream stop, the pair captures the attention of their

small town, stirring curiosity among locals. Amid their lighthearted banter,

both Weston and Natalie express their desire to escape their current lives,

signaling a shared longing for change and adventure. This moment

highlights the complexities of adolescence, intertwined with dreams and

uncertainties.

Friendships and Family Tensions  

Upon returning home, Weston faces his friends Charlie and Chris, who

jokingly tease him about his connection with Natalie, completely unaware of

his deeper emotions for Maeve. The atmosphere turns tense with the arrival

of Weston's estranged father, unveiling personal conflicts within his family.

This encounter adds layers to Weston's character, revealing the struggle he

faces trying to reconcile familial issues with his desires for connection and

belonging.

Reflecting on Life’s Complexities  

The chapter concludes with Weston juggling the intricacies of friendships,

burgeoning romance, and family discord. It poignantly illustrates the

emotional turmoil of adolescence, emphasizing that the path to

understanding oneself and others is often fraught with challenges,
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miscommunications, and the search for genuine connections.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

Chapter 14 Summary

Setting & Mood  

The chapter begins on a vibrant afternoon, where Maeve and her friends

gather on Sarah's sunny patio. Their laughter fills the air as they dive into the

latest gossip from their high school lives, specifically revolving around

Weston Cole, a charismatic figure from Alleghany High. This lively

atmosphere sets the stage for the more intricate emotions that unfold later.

Gossip & Tension  

Amidst the cheerful chatter, Maeve's mood shifts as rumors emerge about

Wes potentially dating Natalie, a popular girl from Alleghany. These

whispers stir feelings of insecurity within Maeve, causing her to reflect on

her relationship with Wes. Though they have never labeled their connection

as exclusive, the thought of someone else vying for Wes’s attention

intensifies her anxiety.

Urgent Reunion  
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Feeling overwhelmed, Maeve decides to break away from her friends and

seeks out Wes for clarity. Their reunion is electric and laden with passion,

leading to an intimate encounter in his car. It is this charged moment that

prompts Maeve to confront Wes about the unsettling rumors, sparking a

critical dialogue about their ambiguous relationship.

Exploration of Feelings  

As vulnerabilities surface, Maeve candidly expresses her trust in Wes and

her growing attraction towards him. The physical intimacy they share

deepens their emotional connection, and Maeve realizes that her feelings for

Wes have evolved into something resembling love. However, this newfound

affection presents a conflict with her loyalty to her hometown of Glenmont,

complicating her emotions.

Cabin Insights  

As the afternoon chill sets in, Wes invites Maeve to his uncle's cozy cabin.

Inside, Maeve relishes the warmth of the space and takes this opportunity to

learn more about Wes’s background and family, fostering a sense of

closeness between them. Their playful exchanges underscore the comfort

they share, providing a brief respite from the tumult of their feelings.

Underlying Conflict  
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Despite the warmth and camaraderie, the undercurrent of tension from the

impending rivalry between Alleghany and Glenmont looms over Maeve. She

finds herself torn between supporting Wes and the potential fallout with her

family and friends, who are staunch supporters of Glenmont. This internal

struggle adds depth to their developing relationship.

Conclusion  

As the chapter draws to a close, Maeve and Wes engage in a card game, their

laughter mingling with the lingering complexities of their situation. The

sense of intimacy enveloping them highlights the unresolved questions about

their relationship against the backdrop of their competing loyalties, hinting

at the challenges that await.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 

CHAPTER FIFTEEN SUMMARY

Family Dynamics on the Way to Lincoln University  

As Weston journeys to Lincoln University with his family, he introspects on

their intricate relationships. Despite maintaining a cordial façade in public,

his parents frequently clash privately, a reality Weston finds disconcerting.

His mother's unexpected decision to join the trip surprises him, as their

family interactions have significantly dwindled over the years. Meanwhile,

the trip becomes a nostalgic endeavor for his father, who, despite never

having played football, relishes the opportunity to relive some version of his

youthful glory.

Impressions of Lincoln University  

Upon their arrival at Lincoln, Weston's initial apprehension quickly

dissipates as he is struck by the beauty of the campus, particularly the grand

football stadium. Meeting Coach Alberts, the head coach of the Lincoln

football team, further fuels Weston's excitement. Coach Alberts introduces

them to the state-of-the-art team facilities, hinting at a promising future for

Weston and suggesting he could soon don the team's colors next fall.
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A Change in Father-Son Dynamics  

After the stadium excursion, the family heads to lunch downtown, where

Weston experiences a surprising shift in his father's demeanor. Over lunch,

his father's affectionate attitude sparks nostalgic memories of their earlier

bonding moments and prompts Weston to reassess their relationship. He

begins to entertain the possibility of repairing their bond, even in light of

past grievances.

Lunch at Joe’s Burgers  

At Joe’s Burgers, the familial atmosphere contrasts with their earlier dining

experiences, lending a sense of warmth. Weston's father reminisces about the

restaurant, revealing a softer side that catches Weston off guard. When

conversation shifts to health, Weston's mother lightly chastises his father's

less-healthy food choices, providing Weston an opportunity to reflect on the

complexities of his family's dynamics. The lunch prompts him to think

deeply about love and loyalty toward both parents and Maeve, the girl

capturing his affections. However, he hesitates to delve into his feelings

about the local school rivalry, opting instead to preserve the peace during

this moment.

Concluding Thoughts  
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In a significant moment, Weston orders the burger his father recommended,

only to be taken aback when his father chooses a salad instead. This

unexpected decision symbolizes a realization for Weston: his father's

evolving character and the intricate web of love and loyalty that binds their

family together, despite their complexities.
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Chapter 16: 

Chapter 16 Summary

The chapter begins with Maeve's birthday, celebrated warmly by her mother

over breakfast. Although she anticipates a low-key day that includes soccer

practice and possibly a sleepover at her best friend Sarah's house, the day

quickly becomes more lively when her name is announced during morning

announcements at school alongside her brother Liam. This moment draws

joyous acknowledgments from her classmates, particularly when Sarah

surprises her with a cupcake, heightening the festive spirit of the day.

As Maeve navigates through her school day, she encounters the usual

birthday cheer. However, her thoughts are often diverted by a comment from

Sam regarding Matt's budding feelings for her—a situation that stirs

unexpected tension when Maeve notices Matt's reaction. At lunchtime, while

hoping to reconnect with friends, Maeve's mind is primarily occupied with

anxiety over Weston's lack of social media presence and her anticipation of a

text from him, revealing her insecurities in their relationship.

Following a standard day, Maeve heads to soccer practice, where she meets

Coach Bloom to reaffirm her commitment to the team and discuss her future

college applications. During this conversation, Maeve reflects on the number
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of fibs she has told to maintain her relationships, stirring feelings of unease

related to her secret romance with Weston.

Later in the chapter, Maeve's evening takes a romantic turn when she meets

Weston at a cabin. In an endearing gesture, he surprises her with a bouquet

of flowers for her birthday. Sharing a pizza and indulging in dreams about

their futures and potential college paths, their evening is disrupted by a

sudden rainstorm. In a whimsical moment, they dance together in the rain

beneath the trunk of Weston's car, transforming the atmosphere into

something magical. This intimate experience deepens Maeve's feelings for

Weston and fills her with hope and dreams for what their relationship might

hold, leaving her with a sense of boundless possibilities.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

Chapter Seventeen Summary

In this pivotal chapter, Weston and Maeve's relationship reaches a new level,

filled with emotional depth and romantic tension. After arriving at Weston's

uncle's cabin, the two share an electric kiss, signifying their undeniable

chemistry. However, Weston is careful to pause, seeking clarity about their

feelings and intentions before diving deeper into their connection.

As they settle into the cabin's cozy atmosphere, Maeve bravely broaches the

subject of Weston's sexual history. In a candid discussion, Weston reveals

that he has been with eight girls, but stresses that his feelings for Maeve are

unique and profound; she is different from anyone he has been with before.

This honesty not only deepens their emotional bond but establishes a

foundation of trust between them.

Once inside the cabin, Maeve mentions she had lied to her parents about her

whereabouts, which adds a thrill to their adventure. Weston feels a swirl of

nerves as he prepares the cabin, lighting a fire that creates an inviting

ambiance. Their playful banter reflects the ease in their interaction and hints

at the burgeoning intimacy.
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When they ascend to the loft, the atmosphere shifts dramatically. The playful

tone gives way to a deeper moment as they kiss and gradually undress one

another. Weston is acutely aware of Maeve’s trust in him, which adds to the

significance of this moment. As he retrieves a condom, it’s clear that their

connection is both emotional and physical, something special compared to

his past encounters.

Following their intimate experience, the two share a tender and light-hearted

moment. Maeve playfully dons Weston's football jersey, exuding confidence

and charm. In a heartfelt exchange, Weston confesses his love for Maeve, a

revelation that initially takes her by surprise. However, after processing her

feelings, Maeve reciprocates his affection, cementing their bond and

marking a significant step in their relationship journey.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 

Chapter Eighteen Summary

Maeve's Turmoil  

A week after her birthday, Maeve returns home to find her friend Sarah

anxiously waiting for her. Sarah confronts Maeve about her recent

disappearance, hinting that Maeve is hiding a secret. With much hesitation,

Maeve confesses that she has developed feelings for Weston Cole, a boy

from Alleghany High School, notorious for its rivalry with Maeve's own

school, Glenmont. This revelation shocks Sarah, as Weston symbolizes

everything Maeve has been conditioned to avoid due to their families'

longstanding enmity.

The Revelation  

Despite lingering doubts, Maeve chooses to embrace her feelings for Weston

and shares her connection through a video call. Their conversation reveals a

deep emotional bond, though Maeve is painfully aware of the complexities

that come with dating someone from a rival school. The tension between

loyalty to her family and her growing attachment to Weston weighs heavily

on her.
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Sibling Dynamics  

As Maeve prepares for an outing, she grapples with guilt about betraying her

brother, Liam, who is staunchly loyal to their family's rivalry against

Alleghany. The unspoken code of loyalty within their family complicates

Maeve’s decision of whether to disclose her relationship with Weston to

Liam, creating an internal conflict as she balances familial expectations with

her own desires.

A Dangerous Prank  

During her shift at the diner, Maeve’s evening takes an unexpected turn

when the local football team arrives and decides to initiate a prank on

Alleghany's field. They scatter metal horseshoes in what seems to be a

harmless act of rivalry. However, while joking with her friend Matt, a

football player who has feelings for Maeve, he impulsively kisses her. The

moment is captured in a photo that soon spreads, heightening Maeve’s

anxiety as it threatens to ruin her burgeoning relationship with Weston.

Confrontation with Weston  

When Maeve learns that the photo is circulating, she hurriedly goes to

Weston’s house to clarify the situation. However, Weston confronts her with
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anger and hurt, believing that she has betrayed him. Maeve desperately tries

to explain the misunderstanding, but the confrontation escalates, filled with

accusations and deep emotional upheaval, ultimately leading Weston to ask

her to leave. Devastated, Maeve is left to confront the vulnerable nature of

their relationship, now strained by the rivalry and miscommunication.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

Chapter Nineteen Summary

In this chapter, we delve into Maeve's emotional landscape following her

difficult breakup with Weston Cole. Struggling with feelings of guilt, shame,

and confusion, Maeve experiences life as if she's in a daze, haunted by their

past while navigating the echo of their shattered relationship amidst the

gossip swirling in their school.

The setting shifts to a high-stakes football game between Glenmont and

Alleghany, where Maeve’s anxiety peaks as she watches Weston’s intense

demeanor on the field. His anger and focus hint at deeper personal

struggles—their unresolved relationship casting a shadow over the game.

The Glenmont team is faltering, not just in performance but emotionally, as

Weston appears to fight for more than just a win.

Suddenly, the atmosphere changes dramatically when dark clouds gather,

unleashing a torrent of rain that interrupts the match. Maeve experiences a

conflicting whirlwind of emotions, torn between relief at the game ending

and disappointment in not being able to see Weston confront his feelings.

After the game, Maeve heads to pick up her friend Maggie, which leads her
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to Weston’s house—an evocative location steeped in their shared memories.

Resolute in her decision to confront him, she is met with a painful sight:

Weston with another girl. This moment shatters Maeve’s resolve, igniting a

fierce sense of betrayal.

In an emotional confrontation, Maeve lashes out at Weston, labeling him a

coward for moving on so quickly. The encounter leaves her raw and

vulnerable, as she departs the party in tears, unable to distinguish the rain

from her own sorrow. The chapter closes with Maeve retreating, completely

spent and overwhelmed by the tumult of her emotions—caught in the storm

of heartbreak and unresolved feelings.
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Chapter 20: 

Chapter Twenty Summary

Weston's Turmoil  

Weston is plunged into a state of frustration following a canceled game,

exacerbated by his heavy drinking. His anger simmers as he grapples with

various pressures in his life—from the rescheduling of the game and his

parents' ongoing troubles to his complicated feelings toward Maeve Stevens,

who had confronted him publicly at a party. The tension is heightened by a

photo he saw, suggesting Maeve might have cheated, layering his anger with

feelings of betrayal and confusion about his affection for her.

Reflections and Regrets  

The aftermath of a wild night leaves Weston nursing a painful hangover at a

friend's house, where he is forced to confront the consequences of his

actions—including a regrettable kiss with Natalie, which he perceives as a

reckless choice influenced by alcohol. His friends challenge him about the

night's events, further amplifying his internal struggle that transcends typical

teenage dilemmas, revealing deeper issues that weigh heavily on him.
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A Glimpse of Clarity  

Upon returning home, Weston faces his concerned mother, who senses the

turmoil in his life. Desperate to escape these mounting pressures, he opts for

a long run, an act that provides him with a fleeting sense of relief through

physical exertion. However, this temporary solace does not resolve the

underlying conflicts that continue to haunt him.

Confronting the Past  

In an effort to sort out the emotional fallout from the previous night, Weston

seeks out Natalie to discuss their kiss. He candidly acknowledges that it was

a spur-of-the-moment decision, motivated by his need to provoke Maeve.

They mutually agree to end their relationship, finding a sense of clarity in

their understanding. Nonetheless, Weston is acutely aware that he must

eventually confront Maeve and the unresolved feelings lingering between

them. The chapter closes with Weston realizing he cannot continue to evade

Maeve, highlighting the emotional journey ahead as he grapples with his

heart's true desires.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 

### Chapter Twenty-One Summary

In this chapter, tensions escalate between Maeve and Wes during a captain

practice, where Maeve confronts Wes about his assumptions regarding her

relationship with another guy. Their heated argument not only reflects their

frustration with each other but also unearths unresolved emotions stemming

from their recent breakup. Maeve feels that Wes acted impulsively after

seeing a photo of her kissing someone else, and she is frustrated that he did

not allow her the opportunity to explain.

As their confrontation unfolds, both Maeve and Wes reveal their hurt and

underlying feelings for one another. Maeve is exasperated by Wes's inability

to understand her perspective, while Wes grapples with his feelings about

her actions at a party. Despite their anger, moments of vulnerability hint at

the complexity of their relationship, leaving Maeve questioning their current

status as a couple.

The confrontation does not go unnoticed. Maeve's teammates observe the

clash and the brewing gossip around them increases the pressure on Maeve.

Her friend Becca soon questions her about Wes, illustrating how rumors can

complicate personal relationships and how Maeve struggles with the
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implications of her interaction with Wes, casting a shadow over her future.

Later, at home, Maeve confides in her brother Liam about her mixed feelings

for Wes. Liam, however, expresses disbelief and concern regarding Maeve’s

interest in Wes, who has a reputation for negatively impacting the football

team's performance. Their conversation becomes tense as Liam questions

loyalty and trust, particularly given the rivalry between their respective

schools.

As Maeve clarifies the timeline of her relationship with Wes, detailing their

six-month involvement and the fallout after the incident with Matt, Liam's

attitude shifts from concern to excitement. He starts to see the rivalry with

Wes in a different light, considering strategic advantages in sports rather

than focusing on Maeve’s emotions. Maeve, however, passionately defends

Wes, emphasizing that her feelings for him run deeper than the games played

on the field.

The chapter concludes with Maeve feeling overwhelmed. Having shared her

truth with Liam, she is left uncertain about her relationship with Wes and

apprehensive about the gossip that continues to circulate, compounding the

complexity of her feelings and the dynamics of her world.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 22

In the Alleghany High library, tensions rise as Weston (Wes) finds himself

cornered by his friend Chris, who questions him about attending Glenmont

girls' soccer practice and the swirling rumors associated with his

involvement with Maeve Stevens. Maeve, the sister of rival player Liam

Stevens, has captured Wes's attention, but the gossip about their relationship

forces Wes to defend himself. He insists that his feelings for Maeve are

genuine, revealing a conflict between his emotional attachments and

obligations to his football team, especially with an important game against

Glenmont approaching.

Feeling the weight of rumors, Wes leaves the library, seeking solace through

jogging on the track. As he runs, he reflects on his feelings and the mounting

pressure from both his friends and the team. When the football team

assembles, Wes takes the opportunity to motivate them, proclaiming his

dedication to winning the game and brushing off concerns about his personal

life. The team responds with unity, reinforcing their bond and support for

Wes. Coach Blake notes Wes's maturation, hinting that this game will be

significant not only for his athletic performance but also for his personal

growth.
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This chapter focuses on Wes's internal turmoil as he balances his affection

for Maeve with the expectations of his friends and teammates. Chris's

supportive demeanor underscores the depth of their friendship, as he listens

to Wes without judgment. Nonetheless, Wes grapples with uncertainty about

what lies ahead for his relationship with Maeve, highlighting the

complexities of youthful romance intertwined with loyalty to his team.

As the chapter concludes, Wes feels a sense of relief after rallying his team,

though the resolution raises questions about his ability to harmonize his

personal emotions with the demands of being a team player, leaving readers

eager to see how his storyline will unfold.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 

In Chapter Twenty-Three, titled "Maeve's Predicament," we delve into

 Maeve's tumultuous social life at Glenmont High, heavily influenced by her

last name, which serves as a protective barrier amid swirling rumors about

her connection to Weston Cole, a popular yet polarizing figure in their

school. Despite a shield of familial legacy, Maeve's friend Brooke, who is

more curious than judgmental, presses her for clarity during lunch,

confronting her about the alleged romantic involvement with Weston.

As the duo talk, Brooke raises allegations of a heated argument between

Maeve and Weston, prompting Maeve to reveal the genuine but complicated

feelings she harbors for him stemming from a brief encounter at a party.

This incident underscores the emotional complexity of their relationship,

characterized by a mix of passion and conflict, which has caught the

attention of their peers.

Tensions rise when Brooke and another friend, Sarah, express their worry

over Weston’s notorious reputation, recounting the stormy dynamics of their

relationship. Maeve, feeling cornered, defends her affection for Weston,

asserting that her feelings are real despite acknowledging his flaws. This

defensive posture only intensifies the chasm between her and her friends, as

Maeve grapples with external judgments and internal emotions.
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The situation escalates when Maeve later encounters Matt, another peer,

during English class, who expresses disappointment regarding her choice to

connect with Weston. This conversation heightens the scrutiny swirling

around Maeve’s social standing, compounding her already fragile position at

school. 

In an attempt to escape the weight of the day's gossip and judgment, Maeve

decides to attend a party at Chase's house alongside Brooke and Sarah. She

hopes to unwind and temporarily shake off the pressures of her recent

experiences, even as the looming rumors surrounding Weston continue to

cast a shadow over her evening. The chapter captures Maeve's struggle

between her authenticity and the conflicting expectations of her social circle,

setting the stage for the challenges she will face as she navigates her feelings

and friendships.
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Chapter 24: 

Chapter 24 Summary: Weston

*Setting the Scene*  

The chapter opens with Weston leaving an awards ceremony—a proud

moment marred by the early departure of his parents. As he steps outside, his

phone buzzes with a call from his friend Chris, but it's a text from Maeve

that captures his attention. Although it initially seems unclear and confusing,

it ultimately reveals her longing for him.

*Concern for Maeve*  

Concerned for Maeve’s well-being, Weston traces her whereabouts to a party

in Glenmont. Despite his mixed emotions toward her, including anger over

her past behavior, he feels compelled to check on her, driven by an instinct

that she might be in danger.

*Party Encounter*  

Arriving at the party, Weston finds Maeve bubbly and clearly intoxicated.

He attempts to coax her into leaving, insisting that she hydrate and come

with him. Maeve resists, adamantly claiming she’s enjoying herself, which

escalates their argument. This confrontation uncovers deeper layers of

tension between them, revealing their complicated relationship and
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unspoken feelings.

*Family Dynamics*  

The situation intensifies when Liam, Maeve's protective brother, appears and

questions Weston’s intentions, highlighting Maeve's struggles with alcohol.

Despite her brother's intervention, Maeve confidently decides to leave with

Weston, brushing aside Liam’s concern, who represents the familial ties and

pressures surrounding her choices.

*Intense Conflict*  

As Weston and Maeve exit the party, their conversation grows more

revealing and emotional. They explore the intricacies of their past, including

Weston’s deep-seated mistrust and Maeve’s vulnerabilities. This moment of

honesty prompts a rare display of mutual understanding, as Maeve opens up

about her insecurities.

*Departure and Reflection*  

Driving Maeve home, Weston is faced with her unexpected invitation to

come inside. He declines, feeling the weight of their unresolved issues and

the complexity of their feelings for one another. After he drops her off, he is

left in a state of confusion and frustration, grappling with his emotions.

*Aftermath*  

Returning to Chris’s party, Weston is surrounded by chatter and rumors
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concerning his feelings for Maeve, forcing him to confront the depth of his

emotional connection to her. He exchanges messages with Maeve, which

assures him of her safety but also leaves him feeling increasingly tangled in

the complexities of their relationship, as he strives to make sense of the

events of the evening.
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Chapter 25 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 25: Thanksgiving Tensions

As Thanksgiving unfolds, Maeve's family atmosphere is fraught with

tension. Her father's intense focus on an upcoming game overshadows

family interactions, leaving Maeve feeling isolated. Her twin brother, Liam,

further complicates matters by refusing to engage with her. Seeking comfort,

Maeve retreats to a fallen tree, a familiar spot where she meets Weston Cole.

The pair attempts to mend their relationship amidst misunderstandings and

the rivalries that complicate their lives.

During their heartfelt conversation, Maeve expresses her gratitude for

Weston’s support but admits to feeling hurt over a past kiss he shared with

Natalie, a rival that has added stress to their relationship. Weston reveals his

own fears surrounding their connection, largely due to the competitive

nature ingrained in their families. Ultimately, their emotional distance

becomes too much; Maeve ends the conversation on a bittersweet note,

wishing Weston good luck for his game.

The following morning amplifies existing tensions as Maeve confronts her

father about his neglect towards her soccer games, noting a clear favoritism

towards Liam. This confrontation serves as a release for Maeve, albeit at the
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cost of deepening misunderstandings within her family.

At her soccer championship, Maeve finds a surge of confidence upon seeing

Weston in the stands, despite their recent breakup. She shines on the field,

scoring multiple goals that lead her team to victory, only to feel a hint of

disappointment when she notices Weston leaving early.

After the game, Maeve's friends discuss Weston’s attendance, presuming

that his presence might indicate deeper feelings than she has acknowledged.

This conversation spurs Maeve's inner conflict as she weighs her emotions

against the backdrop of ongoing rivalry.

Later, Maeve turns to her mother for guidance, confessing her lingering

feelings for Weston. Her mother urges her to embrace her connection with

him openly despite the complexities of their families' rivalry. Although

Maeve reflects on the numerous challenges ahead, she struggles with

uncertainty about how to navigate her emotions moving forward.

Throughout the chapter, the themes of family loyalty, rivalry, and personal

courage resonate as Maeve confronts the intricacies of love and acceptance

against the backdrop of her strained familial ties and competitive

surroundings.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 26

Weston's Inner Conflict  

The chapter opens with Weston standing by the bus, grappling with his

emotions following a breakup with Maeve. Aiming to concentrate on the

crucial game against Glenmont, he finds himself unable to shake off

thoughts of her, feeling regret instead of relief over their separation.

Team Dynamics  

His friends, Chris and Charlie, quickly notice his distraction. Chris directly

addresses the elephant in the room, suggesting that Maeve is still occupying

Weston’s thoughts. Their discussion highlights the depth of Weston’s

lingering feelings for her, an emotional weight that colors his mindset as the

game nears.

Game Day Atmosphere  

As the game begins, Weston is enveloped by the electrifying atmosphere,

intensified by the fierce rivalry with Glenmont. Amid the chaos of cheers
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and jeers, he catches sight of Maeve in the stands, proudly wearing his

jersey. This unexpected show of support reignites his passion for the game,

transforming his uncertainty into fierce determination.

The Game  

With adrenaline surging, Weston channels his inner doubts into dynamic

play. He leads the Alleghany team to victory, showcasing skill and

enthusiasm that contrasts his earlier melancholy. The roar of the crowd

reaches a fever pitch as the team scores crucial touchdowns, solidifying the

significance of their rivalry and culminating in a triumphant celebration.

Post-Game Reflection  

After the exhilarating match, Weston finds a moment of solace as he

reconnects with his mother. Their heartfelt conversation touches on personal

hardships and family tensions, encouraging understanding and healing. This

interaction adds depth to Weston’s character, illustrating the complex

dynamics of his life beyond the field.

Reunion with Maeve  

As the crowd begins to disperse, Maeve makes her way to Weston, still

adorned in his jersey—a poignant symbol of her feelings for him. Their
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dialogue reveals the intricacies of their relationship, marked by desire and

unresolved issues. The chapter concludes with Maeve kissing Weston, a

hopeful indication of rekindled romance that hints at overcoming past

conflicts and misunderstandings, leaving readers eager for what lies ahead.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 

In Chapter 27, Maeve is gearing up for a significant dinner with her family,

 where her boyfriend, Wes, will be the guest. This dinner is particularly tense

due to an ongoing rivalry between Maeve’s brother, Liam, and Wes, which

stems from their allegiance to competing high schools. As Maeve's father

initially maintains a reserved demeanor towards Wes, the atmosphere is

fraught with anxiety.

Throughout dinner, polite conversation attempts to ease the tension, but

Liam openly expresses his resentment, fearing that Wes’s ambition to attend

the same college as Maeve jeopardizes his own aspirations in football. This

intensifying conflict illustrates Maeve's inner turmoil as she attempts to

balance her loyalty to her family with her feelings for Wes.

A pivotal moment arises during a confrontation between Maeve and Liam,

wherein Maeve asserts her right to make her own choices, ultimately

prioritizing her relationship with Wes over her brother's expectations. This

defining moment underlines her growth and independence.

As the evening progresses, Maeve and Wes leave the dinner to play mini

golf, where they unexpectedly run into Wes's friends. Initially awkward, the

encounter transitions into lighthearted camaraderie, marking a positive shift

in the evening's mood. After winning the game, Maeve is touched when Wes
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surprises her with a romantic outing to see festive lights by the lake. This

sweet gesture reinforces their bond and showcases their ability to connect

and defy the rivalry that seeks to keep them apart, wrapping up the chapter

on a hopeful note filled with love and shared dreams.
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