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About the book

"Lords of Chaos" examines the dark and turbulent emergence of Norway's

black metal scene in the early 1990s, a period characterized by extreme acts

of vandalism and violence, most infamously including the church burnings

and the murder of influential figures within the scene. 

The book begins by establishing the cultural and musical backdrop of

Norway's heavy metal landscape, emphasizing the genre's origins in the UK

and its subsequent evolution into a distinctive style that embraced themes of

nihilism, paganism, and anti-Christian sentiment. It provides insights into

key bands such as Mayhem, founded by eccentric figures like Euronymous

(Øystein Aarseth), who became central to the black metal phenomenon.

Promoting a philosophy steeped in darkness and aggression, these artists

crafted a subculture defined by its stark rejection of mainstream values. 

As tensions escalated within this community, rivalries emerged, particularly

between different factions and ideologies within the scene. The narrative

highlights the pivotal roles played by various characters, including Varg

Vikernes of Burzum, whose extremist beliefs and violent actions altered the

course of black metal's history. The conflicts culminate in shocking events,

including the 1993 murder of Mayhem's frontman, Dead (Per Yngve Ohlin),

and the subsequent arrest of Vikernes for the murder of Euronymous.
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Throughout this turbulent saga, the intertwining of music, ideology, and

violence is chronicled, underscoring how these events captured national and

international attention. The book offers a critical lens through which to view

not only the chaotic events themselves but also their lasting impact on

popular culture and the metal genre, cementing a legacy that explores the

boundaries of art, extremism, and the human psyche. 

"Lords of Chaos" ultimately serves as both a chronicling of historical

occurrences and an examination of the darker aspects of human ambition

and morality, illustrating how the quest for identity within a fragmented

community can lead to both creative brilliance and profound tragedy.
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About the author

Michael Moynihan is an American author and musician known for his

innovative contributions to experimental music and literature. Born in

Boston, Massachusetts, he has deep Northern European roots, including

Irish, English, Welsh, and German heritage. Since the mid-1980s, Moynihan

has been a significant figure in the underground music scene; he founded the

project Blood Axis in 1989 and released his first full-length album, "The

Gospel of Inhumanity," in 1995. His work often explores themes of myth,

culture, and the darker aspects of the human experience.

Moynihan’s career is marked by his collaborations with notable figures like

Boyd Rice and his association with the Church of Satan during the early

1990s, both of which have contributed to his reputation as an unconventional

thinker. He is educated in language and history, with a Bachelor of Arts

degree in German, and has made significant contributions to the alternative

press. One of his most notable works is "Lords of Chaos," co-authored with

Didrik Søderlind, which examines the history of black metal music and its

cultural impacts, earning the Firecracker Alternative Press Award for its

insight and relevance.

In addition to his writing, Moynihan has edited works by influential

philosophers like Julius Evola, emphasizing esoteric and philosophical

themes. He has a long-standing artistic partnership with musician Annabel
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Lee, with whom he has a child, further intertwining his personal and artistic

life. Currently, Moynihan continues to write, edit, and create music, delving

into the complexities of culture and mythology in his expansive body of

work.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1 - SYMPATHIES FOR THE
DEVIL

Chapter 1 Summary: Lords of Chaos

I. Music's Primal Expression and the Devil's Influence  

The chapter opens with a compelling parallel between ancient pagan

festivals and contemporary outdoor rock festivals. Both serve as vital outlets

for youth who feel disenchanted with societal expectations. Music,

particularly rock, is portrayed as a potent means of channeling primal

instincts and challenging established authority, especially Christian beliefs.

This exploration sets the stage to examine the underlying motivations behind

musical rebellion.

II. Historical Context of Rebellion Through Music  

The narrative transitions to the historical role of music as a vehicle for

societal commentary. It highlights genres like jazz and blues, focusing on

influential figures such as Robert Johnson. His legendary pact with the Devil

symbolizes the deep intertwining of music with dark themes and human

despair, suggesting that such narratives have persisted throughout musical

evolution.
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III. The Provocative Shift in Rock Music  

As the 1960s unfold, rock music begins to embrace more audacious themes,

with iconic bands like the Rolling Stones and Led Zeppelin adopting

rebellious personas and incorporating occult references into their music. The

chapter recalls the infamous Altamont concert as a stark revelation of the

darker realities permeating this cultural change, hinting at a disillusionment

with the idealistic spirit of the era.

IV. The Emergence of Occultism Amidst Cultural Crisis  

Amid the cultural upheaval exemplified by the Flower Power movement,

younger generations find themselves gravitating toward occultism. Figures

like Aleister Crowley emerge as symbols of this interest, highlighting a

search for deeper spiritual meaning. The integration of satanic themes into

rock music becomes increasingly pronounced, reflecting a collective

fascination with the mysterious and the macabre.

V. Birth of the Black Metal Genre  

The late 1970s and early 1980s see the emergence of black metal bands such

as Venom, Mercyful Fate, and Bathory. These groups shape the genre around

themes of Satanism and paganism, presenting aggressive music and
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flamboyant performances that challenge societal norms. Their work fosters a

sense of community among fans who resonate with its rebellious spirit.

VI. Confrontation with Christianity  

The text highlights how black metal serves as an antagonistic force against

Christianity, viewed by its proponents as oppressive. By embracing dark

imagery and provocative messages, these bands carve out distinct identities

and contribute to a larger cultural narrative that celebrates defiance against

traditional belief systems.

VII. Conclusion: The Cultural Significance and Legacy  

The transformation from early rock to black metal illustrates profound

cultural shifts, revealing how music intertwines with identity, spirituality,

and rebellion. Each band draws from a rich tapestry of musical and

mythological influences, echoing throughout modern expressions of black

metal. Ultimately, the chapter positions music as a vital medium for

articulating the complexities of human experience, faith, and resistance,

affirming its role in shaping societal dynamics.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2 - DEATH METAL DIES, BLACK
METAL ARRIVES

SUMMARY OF CHAPTER 2 - LORDS OF CHAOS

INTRODUCTION TO BLACK METAL

Black Metal emerged as a unique subgenre within the Heavy Metal

landscape, drawing inspiration from a variety of musical influences,

particularly Punk and Hardcore. Pioneering bands such as Venom blurred

traditional genre boundaries, setting the stage for an expansive evolution of

Metal subgenres in the late ’80s and ’90s.

UNITED SATANIC AMERICA

In the American Metal scene, the portrayal of Satanism remained relatively

understated. However, bands like Slayer rose to prominence, boldly

exploring themes of darkness and ritualistic practices in their music. Slayer's

imagery and lyrics not only fascinated with concepts of Satan and warfare

but also retained a connection to the everyday experiences of their audience,

making their dark expressions relatable.

THRASH METAL AS AN INTERIM
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The late 1980s brought about a surge of Thrash Metal, known for its

aggressive sound and relatable lyrics. Bands such as Anthrax and Metallica

thrived, but the commercial success of the genre sparked concerns among

underground fans about a dilution of its raw energy and original focus,

indicating a shift in the music's authenticity.

DEATH METAL RISES

As the popularity of Thrash Metal began to decline, Death Metal emerged as

a more brutal alternative characterized by fast-paced rhythms and vivid

depictions of violence and horror. Influential bands like Morbid Angel and

Deicide epitomized this genre, embracing a straightforward aesthetic that

rejected the commercial fanfare prevalent in mainstream music.

SCANDINAVIAN INFLUENCE AND IDEOLOGY

The early ‘90s marked the rise of a potent new wave of Black Metal in

Norway, deeply infused with Satanic imagery and ideology. Influenced by

the violent themes of Death Metal, bands like Mayhem escalated their

theatrical approaches, demonstrating a tangible commitment to the beliefs

expressed in their songs.

THE NOTION OF TRADITION AND VIKING LEGACY
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Norwegian Black Metal musicians sought to weave elements of Nordic

mythology and heathen traditions into their art, creating a fusion of ancient

beliefs with contemporary creative expressions. Bands such as Unleashed

embraced Viking culture, aiming to reclaim and celebrate a heritage often

neglected in modern society.

CONCLUSION: THE INTERPLAY OF CULTURE AND MUSIC

The evolving nature of extreme Metal genres underscores a persistent cycle

of rebellion against mainstream culture. The underground music scene

continuously reinvents itself through youthful passion and defiance, weaving

a narrative that reflects a deep connection between music and cultural

identity while navigating the complexities presented by societal norms.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The chapter concludes with acknowledgments to the numerous individuals

whose contributions have shaped the cultural significance and development

of the Metal scene, reinforcing a shared commitment to its legacy.

APPENDICES

The appendices delve deeper into the sociological and cultural implications
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of Black Metal, particularly within Norway's historical and contemporary

context. It highlights the radical elements of the genre and explores the

artists' ties to broader mythological themes, providing a comprehensive

understanding of the music's impact on society.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3 - A BLAZE IN THE
NORTHERN SKY

Summary of Chapter 3: Lords of Chaos

In Chapter 3, *Lords of Chaos*, the narrative begins with a heartfelt

acknowledgment from the authors, Michael Moynihan and Didrik Søderlind,

celebrating the collaborations that shaped the book. Key figures in the

Norwegian Black Metal scene were interviewed primarily between 1995 and

1997, offering valuable insights into the subculture's dynamics, ethos, and

notorious events.

The chapter explores the darker aspects of this music scene, illustrated by

*Appendix I: “We Lit the Fires,”* which features an anonymous youth from

Bergen. He confesses to being part of a group responsible for a series of

church arsons—a significant act driven by a desire to instill fear and assert

rebellion against societal norms. His accounts reveal a connection to a

sinister underground network infused with Satanism, highlighting how these

acts were symbolic efforts to gain power and showcase defiance against

established religious institutions.

Moving deeper into the cultural roots of Black Metal, *Appendix II:

“Oskorei” by Kadmon* highlights ancient Germanic traditions linked to
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demonic figures like Perchten. Kadmon delves into shamanic practices and

the themes of transformation and wild hunts prevalent in Norwegian

folklore. He posits that the Black Metal movement draws heavily from these

ancient customs, representing a modern expression of longstanding cultural

narratives centered around chaos and darkness.

In *Appendix III: “Satanism in Norway” by Simen Midgaard,* the author

considers the distinctive nature of Norwegian Satanism as a reaction to the

prevailing Christian culture. This subcultural phenomenon often manifests

through acts of rebellion, like church burnings, which serve as potent

symbols of defiance against societal expectations. Midgaard speculates on

the movement's future, suggesting that its radical spirit may evolve into

something heroic in the eyes of future generations, reinforcing the idea that

rebellion can forge a sense of identity and pride.

The chapter concludes with an introduction to the authors, Moynihan and

Søderlind, who bring their expertise in writing, music, and research to the

discussion of Black Metal and its intertwined relationship with Satanism. A

comprehensive bibliography follows, providing readers with a wide-ranging

list of references that contextually ground the book's exploration of music,

folklore, historical narratives, and the sociopolitical implications of the

phenomena discussed.

Through this multi-faceted examination, *Lords of Chaos* offers not only a
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depiction of the tumultuous events within the Black Metal scene but also a

reflection on how these events are rooted in a complex web of cultural

history and rebellion.
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Chapter 4: 4 - MAYHEM IN THE DEAD ZONE

In Chapter 4 of "Lords of Chaos," titled “Lords of Chaos,” Michael

 Moynihan delves into the complex tapestry of the Norwegian Black Metal

scene, specifically its emergence in the 1990s, marked by both a cultural and

violent rebellion. The chapter opens with an acknowledgment of the

collaborative nature of the book, where Moynihan expresses gratitude to

various contributors, including his co-author Didrik Søderlind, who played a

vital role in conducting interviews and providing editorial assistance. He

also thanks friends and researchers who contributed valuable insights.

The chapter is enriched with three appendices that broaden the discussion

around Black Metal, each offering unique perspectives that help to

contextualize the social and cultural phenomena surrounding it.

Appendix I features an essay titled "We Lit The Fires" by Finn Bjørn Tønder,

which recounts an interview with an anonymous youth from Bergen. This

individual claims responsibility for several notorious church burnings,

positioning them as acts of defiance against societal norms and an embrace

of darkness and devil worship. The dialogue provides a glimpse into the

motivations behind these arson incidents, illustrating their connection to a

broader belief system rooted in the rebellious ethos of the Black Metal

community and the darker undercurrents of Norwegian youth culture.
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Appendix II, titled "Oskorei" by Kadmon, connects the modern-day Black

Metal aesthetic to Germanic folklore, particularly the myth of the

Oskorei—a mythical wild hunt led by demonic figures. This analysis

highlights the historical continuity of pagan traditions influencing

contemporary Black Metal, portraying how these ancient customs resonate

with the genre’s themes of transformation, chaos, and rebellion against

establishment values.

In Appendix III, "Satanism in Norway" by Simen Midgaard, the narrative

shifts to explore the evolution of Satanic identities within Norway,

particularly in relation to the church burnings that shocked the nation.

Midgaard critiques the mainstream Christian establishment and underscores

the emergence of youth-centric Satanism during the 1990s as a

countercultural movement. This reflection reveals the intricacies of modern

Satanic identity as intertwined with Norwegian heritage, emphasizing the

rebellion of youth against societal constraints and the search for meaning in

darker themes.

The chapter encapsulates a critical understanding of how personal narratives,

folklore, and socio-cultural dynamics coalesce to form a significant and

often violent subculture in Norway, shedding light on the darker side of the

Black Metal phenomenon. In concluding, Moynihan positions both himself

and Søderlind as knowledgeable observers of this complex landscape,

bridging music and cultural studies to offer readers a multifaceted view of
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this enigmatic world.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5 - WELCOME TO HELL

Chapter 5 Summary: Welcome to Hell

Øystein Aarseth’s Ambition  

In the aftermath of vocalist Dead's departure from the iconic Black Metal

band Mayhem, Øystein Aarseth, known by his stage name Euronymous,

became increasingly determined to dominate the Norwegian extreme

underground music scene. To achieve this, he revitalized his label, Deathlike

Silence Productions, aiming to financially support various Black Metal

projects, including the release of a significant old mini-LP, symbolizing his

commitment to the genre.

The Birth of Helvete  

Aarseth established a record shop named Helvete in Oslo, specifically

designed to serve the Black Metal community. Although he had to stock

mainstream metal titles to sustain the shop’s finances, Aarseth aspired to

create a unique atmosphere that embodied the essence of Black Metal.

Despite its artistic ambitions, Helvete faced ongoing financial challenges,

which highlighted the precarious intersection of art and commerce within the

subculture.
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Growth of the Black Metal Scene  

Over time, Helvete evolved into a crucial hub for the burgeoning Black

Metal scene, drawing in influential bands like Darkthrone, Burzum, and

Emperor. This era marked a radical progression in the music's themes,

plunging deeper into expressions of evil and anti-social ideals, and setting

the stage for a cultural movement that would engulf Norway.

Varg Vikernes and Burzum  

Among the notable figures in this movement was Varg Vikernes, the

mastermind behind the one-man band Burzum. He connected with Aarseth,

sharing a vision of authentic "evil" music. Their deepening friendship led to

collaborative efforts and expanded the community’s reach. However,

Vikernes would eventually take a controversial path, becoming intertwined

with the movement’s extreme actions, including notorious church burnings.

Church Burnings and Anti-Religion  

Fueled by the profound anti-Christian sentiment fostered within Helvete,

several churches across Norway were set ablaze, driven by the beliefs of

local youth who viewed such acts as necessary resistance against what they

perceived as an oppressive religious legacy. This violent expression further
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solidified the rebellious ethos of the Black Metal scene.

Dead's Influence and Suicide  

The tragic suicide of Dead left an indelible mark on Aarseth and the Black

Metal community. Aarseth’s morbid fascination with the event led him to

exploit it, weaving a darker narrative around Mayhem. This included

recounting gruesome details of Dead’s death and collecting chilling trophies

from the scene, which contributed to the mythologizing of both the band and

the genre.

The Formation of a "Black Circle"  

Amidst this chaos, a clandestine group known as the Norwegian Black

Circle emerged. It consisted of individuals united by their disdain for

mainstream society and cultural norms. This circle fostered a unique kind of

camaraderie, often influenced by extreme ideologies that at times culminated

in violent actions, revealing the dark duality of their music's allure and the

perilous nature of their beliefs.

Helvete's Cultural Impact  

With its haunting aesthetic and profound connections to themes of darkness,

Helvete attracted a diverse crowd—from genuine believers to thrill-seekers.
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It became a refuge for youth yearning to immerse themselves in a subculture

offering an escape from the routine of everyday life, drawing them further

into the abyss of the Black Metal scene.

Concluding Reflections  

This chapter encapsulates the intricate interplay of music, culture, and

violence within the Norwegian Black Metal scene. Aarseth's influence, the

community's shared ethos, and the ideological conflicts prevalent in this

extreme music realm emerge as key themes. As Black Metal gained

notoriety, it simultaneously incited fear and outrage, forever marking its

members in the annals of history.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6 - ASHES

Summary of Chapter 6 from "Lords of Chaos" by Michael Moynihan

Introduction to the Stave Church  

Chapter 6 opens with a glimpse into the stave church, a remarkable example

of Norway’s medieval architecture built between the 11th and 14th

centuries. These wooden structures not only signify the religious fervor of

early Christians but also serve as vital cultural monuments reflecting the

nation’s heritage.

Fantoft Stave Church and Its Destruction  

The chapter centers on Fantoft Stave Church, originally built in the 12th

century, which became a pivotal cultural symbol until it was infamously

destroyed by fire on June 6, 1992. Varg Vikernes, a prominent figure in the

Black Metal scene, is suspected of orchestrating the blaze, although he was

never prosecuted. This act of arson was just the first in a series of church

burnings across Norway, totaling 45 to 60 incidents, all closely linked to the

rising Black Metal movement.

Arson as a Phenomenon  
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Delving into the psychological facets of arson, the chapter examines

motivations such as pyromania, often associated with feelings of revenge.

Vikernes and his fellow musicians viewed these church burnings as a form

of retribution against Christianity, which they believed had suppressed their

pagan roots. These sentiments were echoed throughout the Black Metal

community, framing the church fires as acts of cultural resistance.

Media Attention and Public Reactions  

The sensational nature of the church burnings attracted significant media

attention, which linked these acts to figures in the Black Metal scene.

Vikernes’s controversial statements amplified these narratives, casting

musicians as “Satanists” and inviting both fascination and condemnation

from the public. This notoriety paradoxically strengthened the Black Metal

community, solidifying its identity amidst the scrutiny.

Personal Accounts of Arsonists  

The chapter incorporates personal testimonies from various arsonists and

those affected, revealing the stark emotional divide between the thrill of

their rebellion and the deep-seated sorrow in local communities. The

profound attachment that congregations had to these churches is highlighted,

emphasizing the societal impact of the destructive acts.
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Societal Context and Symbolism  

Within this tumultuous backdrop, the church burnings emerged as a

symbolic battle against perceived oppression by Christianity. Vikernes

articulated a worldview steeped in Norse mythology and anti-Christian

rhetoric, framing the incendiary events as a reclamation of cultural identity

in contemporary society.

Summary of Reactions from the Black Metal Scene  

Musicians within the Black Metal scene expressed a spectrum of emotions

regarding the church burnings, from exhilaration over their acts of defiance

to contemplation about their long-term impacts. This mix of youthful

rebellion and a haunting recognition of the violence inherent in their actions

underscores the complexities of their cultural identity.

Conclusion  

The chapter presents a vivid tapestry of cultural identity, rebellion, and

societal conflict as epitomized by the tragic church burnings within the

Norwegian Black Metal scene. These incendiary acts not only highlighted a

struggle against Christianity but also illuminated a search for authenticity

and meaning in a rapidly changing world, leaving enduring ramifications for
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both the music scene and broader Norwegian society.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7 - DEATHLIKE SILENCES

Summary of Chapter 7 from "Lords of Chaos"

Chapter 7 of "Lords of Chaos" provides an in-depth examination of the

Norwegian Black Metal scene, which emerged in the late 1980s and early

1990s as a revolutionary yet disturbing musical subculture. Characterized by

extreme themes of devil worship and violence, this movement was shaped

by key figures such as Øystein Aarseth, known as Euronymous, Varg

Vikernes, and Bård Eithun, whose actions would leave a lasting impact on

the genre's reputation.

The Rise of Bård Eithun in Black Metal

The chapter introduces Bård Eithun, who initiated his journey into Black

Metal in the small town of Kvikne, Norway. Eithun's fascination with the

genre led him to connect with influential bands like Mayhem and engage in

creating fanzines that celebrated dark themes. His trajectory took a dark turn

in 1992 when he committed a brutal murder, stabbing a homosexual man

named Magne Andreassen multiple times. Insights into Eithun's motives

reveal a toxic combination of personal aggression and societal disdain

toward homosexuality, which he viewed as justification for his violent act.

He showed no remorse, reflecting the extreme mindset fostered within the
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Black Metal community.

Rivalries and Tragedies in the Scene

As the chapter unfolds, tensions escalate between Aarseth and Vikernes over

creative control and financial disputes within the Black Metal realm. This

escalating rivalry culminates in the shocking murder of Aarseth by Vikernes

in 1993, an event that reverberated through the community and drew

widespread public attention. Testimonies suggest that jealousy and power

struggles were at the heart of this tragedy, emphasizing how personal

vendettas can lead to catastrophic outcomes within a volatile culture.

Investigations and Societal Reactions

Following Aarseth's murder, Norwegian police launched significant

investigations into the Black Metal scene, revealing the pervasive criminal

activities associated with it, including church arsons—another hallmark of

this chaotic movement. Vikernes was quickly apprehended and displayed a

blatant disdain for law enforcement and media portrayal of the Black Metal

subculture during his trial, further igniting societal curiosity and horror

surrounding these events.

The Aftermath and Cultural Impact
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The legal repercussions for those involved in the scene were immense,

leading to lengthy prison sentences for Eithun and Vikernes among others,

marking a dark chapter in the history of Norwegian Black Metal. This period

crystallized the movement's notorious reputation, dividing the community

between those who supported Vikernes and those who honored Aarseth's

legacy.

Legacy of Violence and Ideological Divergence

The chapter closes by reflecting on the enduring legacy of violence within

the Black Metal scene. Euronymous became a romanticized martyr,

inspiring a cult-like following that revered his memory, while Vikernes,

upon his release, began distancing himself from Black Metal, advocating for

ideologies associated with nationalism and paganism. This ideological shift

highlights how the individuals within the scene have shaped its narrative and

perception over time.

In summary, Chapter 7 intricately explores the interplay of violence,

personal conflict, and cultural identity in the Norwegian Black Metal scene,

illustrating how the legacy of these events continues to influence both music

and societal perceptions of the genre.
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Chapter 8: 8 - COUNT QUISLING

Summary of Chapter 8: Lords of Chaos - Varg Vikernes and His Mythology

In Chapter 8, we explore the emergence of Varg Vikernes as a polarizing

figure within the Norwegian media landscape, particularly during the

tumultuous period of church burnings and violent crimes linked to the Black

Metal scene. Vikernes, operating under the pseudonym Count Grishnackh,

was depicted by the media as a malevolent entity, contributing to his mythos

as a “vampire” archetype. However, Vikernes rejected this sensationalist

narrative, asserting that the name "Varg" was a more authentic representation

of his identity, while "Count" reflected an idea of companionship rather than

malice.

Against the backdrop of his ongoing legal troubles, Vikernes critiqued the

judicial proceedings, asserting that they were riddled with biases against him

and marked by insufficient evidence. He pointed to inconsistencies in

witness testimonies as indicative of a skewed system, which he believed

mischaracterized his true aspirations and distorted his persona.

A crucial element of Vikernes’s ideology was his admiration for Vidkun

Quisling, the infamous WWII collaborator. Vikernes interpreted Quisling’s

beliefs as mystical and pagan, moving beyond the conventional view of him
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as merely a traitor. This perspective aligned with Vikernes's own nationalist

and racial ideologies, contributing to a vision that sought to reclaim a sense

of heritage rooted in Norse mythology.

While imprisoned and barred from creating music, Vikernes founded the

Norwegian Heathen Front (NHF). The organization aimed to promote a

nationalist agenda intertwined with pagan spirituality, distancing itself from

mainstream political ideologies. His writings during this period, which

would later be compiled in his book *Vargsmål*, elaborated on themes of

Norse mythology, anti-Christian sentiment, and aspirations for a racially

homogenous, pagan Europe.

Vikernes cultivated a cult of personality, becoming an emblematic figure

within the radical right and Black Metal communities, particularly among

the youth. His extreme views on racial purity resonated within a larger

historical framework concerning the Aryan race, drawing followers and

reinforcing his influence despite the controversies surrounding him.

Additionally, Vikernes delved into UFO theories, claiming that ancient

Norse texts alluded to extraterrestrial encounters. This intriguing

combination of spiritual beliefs with racial ideologies suggested that the

Aryan race might have originated from advanced beings, merging elements

of esotericism and neo-paganism that were prevalent in certain radical

circles.
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In conclusion, Varg Vikernes positioned himself as a contemporary heretic,

intertwining myth and reality in a complex narrative that continued to shape

his identity and influence, even from behind bars. This chapter offers a

nuanced exploration of Vikernes's character and beliefs against the

socio-political backdrop of Norway, highlighting his role in the radical

ideologies of his time.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9 - RESURGENT ATAVISM: THE
METAPHYSICS OF HEATHEN BLACK METAL

Chapter 9 Summary: Resurgent Atavism: The Metaphysics of Heathen

 Black Metal

Introduction to Resurgent Atavism  

This chapter delves into the alarming rise of church arsons and radical

ideologies within Norway’s Black Metal scene, a movement that emerges

from the heart of a society generally viewed as peaceful. Surprisingly, a

faction of the youth embraces destruction and glorifies the violent legacies

of their ancestors, signaling a deeper cultural unrest.

Cultural Influences and Heathen Ideals  

Norwegian Black Metal intertwines ancient Norse paganism with

contemporary Satanic motifs. Varg Vikernes, a pivotal figure in this genre,

voices a longing to reconnect with primordial roots, using music and

provocative acts as vehicles for this return. This desire highlights a broader

cultural phenomenon where past ideologies resonate within modern

expressions of art.
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The Oskorei Folklore  

Vikernes's attraction to the Oskorei, or the "Ride of the Dead," serves as a

significant cultural reference, linking Black Metal to ancient Germanic

traditions. The Oskorei myth, revolving around the resurrection of ancestral

souls, mirrors the themes prevalent in the music, suggesting a deep-seated

desire to reclaim a lost heritage.

Symbolism and Archetypes  

Employing Carl Jung's concept of archetypes, the chapter posits that Black

Metal channels ancestral traits as a reaction to contemporary dissatisfaction.

The aggressive music and associated violent imagery evoke a raw, primitive

instinct, suggesting a collective yearning for connection to an ancestral past

amidst a rapidly evolving modern landscape.

The Church Burnings  

The series of church burnings, particularly the notorious Fantoft Stave

Church, symbolizes a radical rejection of Christianity, which is viewed by

these youths as a historical oppressor of authentic Norse identity. Such acts

of arson are framed as attempts to reclaim their cultural heritage, presenting

a striking clash between tradition and modernity.
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Psychological Dimensions of Pyromania  

The chapter explores the psychological motivations behind the church

burnings, identifying a mix of vengeance and identity-seeking in the

offenders. While these actions leave indelible scars on communities, the

perpetrators often rationalize their destructive behavior as a rightful

reclaiming of their heritage.

Mythical and Historical Contexts  

Connections between the church burnings and older mythologies, such as the

Wild Hunt, illustrate how cultural narratives can shape collective behavior.

Mostly carried out by disillusioned youth, these acts reflect a symbolic

rebellion against perceived societal shortcomings and an embrace of a

mythic past.

The Role of Music  

The aggressive soundscape of Black Metal and its dark, thematic elements

resonate powerfully with its audience. The music acts as both a unifying

force for disenchanted youth and a mirror reflecting their search for identity

and belonging amid societal fragmentation.

Conclusion: The Aftermath and Theoretical Implications  
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In conclusion, the Black Metal movement emerges not only as a response to

modern societal disillusionment but also as a revival of ancient beliefs. The

interplay between music and ideology creates a complex narrative of

youthful rebellion, deeply rooted in historical and mythical frameworks.

This chapter thus offers a nuanced exploration of how ancient Norse culture,

modern alienation, and the Black Metal phenomenon converge, yielding

significant cultural and social ramifications.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10 - THEIR SATANIC
MAJESTIES

Summary of Chapter 10: "Their Satanic Majesties"

This chapter delves into the intricate interplay between black metal,

Satanism, and societal perceptions, beginning with a philosophical

examination of evil through the figure of the devil. Initially seen as a

repugnant entity, the devil emerges as a compelling symbol of rebellion and

individuality, challenging the established cosmic order and embodying a

desire for originality.

The chapter then navigates the nuanced ideology of black metal, particularly

in Norway, where it is frequently associated with violence and notorious

incidents like church burnings. Key figures in this scene, such as Varg

Vikernes, advocate for a return to indigenous beliefs over traditional

Satanism, while others, like Ivar Bjørnsson from Enslaved, outright reject

Satanism in favor of a focus on cultural musical explorations.

Interestingly, many black metal bands adopt Satanism as a mere aesthetic

gimmick rather than a true belief system. Musician Metalion observes that

only a handful of artists engage deeply with the philosophical underpinnings

of Satanism, often leveraging the allure of “evil” for shock value and
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commercial gain. M.W. Daoloth adds that the appeal of Satanism is more

about marketability to these musicians than ideological commitment,

highlighting a superficial engagement with the theme.

As the narrative unfolds, it addresses the evolving perspectives of prominent

musicians within the genre. For instance, Ihsahn from Emperor has

transcended the early caricature of “Devil worship” to embrace a more

nuanced understanding of Satanism that resonates with Anton LaVey's

philosophical interpretations. He reflects critically on his past extremism,

illustrating a maturation process into a more rational worldview.

Cultural commentators Simen Midgaard and Pål Mathiesen offer insights

into the anti-Christianity sentiments that permeate black metal and how the

media has portrayed these artists. Midgaard specifically points to a

media-induced hysteria regarding Satanism in the early 1990s that

significantly influenced black metal’s culture, resulting in skepticism

towards narratives of satanic abuse that circulated during that time.

Asbjørn Dyrendal critiques this sensationalism, elucidating how it has

skewed public perception of Norwegian Satanism and instilled fear around

black metal, thereby impacting the relationship between youth culture and

Christianity. 

The chapter concludes with a discussion on the commercialization of black
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metal, illustrating its evolution from a defiant underground movement to a

profitable genre. Bands like Dimmu Borgir exemplify this trend, cultivating

a carefully constructed image while distancing themselves from the violent

excesses of the past, such as church arsons.

Ultimately, Chapter 10 encapsulates the multifaceted relationship between

black metal, Satanism, and societal values, unveiling a complex landscape

where rebellion, cultural heritage, and market dynamics intersect.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11 - FUROR TEUTONICUS

Chapter 11 Summary: Lords of Chaos

The chapter delves into the intertwining narratives of Varg Vikernes, founder

of the influential Black Metal band Burzum, and the burgeoning German

Black Metal scene during the mid-1990s. Vikernes embodies a profound

sense of nationalism and pagan ideals, expressing staunch support for

Germany and its cultural injustices. His rise is paralleled with the

underground but increasingly notorious German scene, especially following

violent incidents linked to bands like Absurd, notably a murder committed

by its members in 1993.

The media, particularly through an article by Der Spiegel, sensationalized

this underground subculture, dramatizing its connections to the occult and

dark rituals. Such portrayals not only captured public interest but also

attracted disenchanted youths who were drawn to Heavy Metal's violent

aesthetics. As the chapter unfolds, it examines the vibrant yet troubled youth

cultures coalescing around groups like Absurd, mainly composed of troubled

adolescents in search of belonging within their extreme musical feeding.

Central to this chapter is the harrowing case of Sandro Beyer, whose

desperate attempts for acceptance among Absurd members culminated in his
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shocking murder on April 29, 1993. The narrative recounts this tragedy,

detailing the grim circumstances of his abduction and the subsequent burial,

which would later become a focal point for media sensationalism. While the

press sought to frame the murder with Satanic overtones, the motivations

were more rooted in adolescent rivalry and personal conflict.

With the increasing scrutiny from both law enforcement and media after

Beyer's horrific death, Vikernes found himself embroiled in legal troubles,

facing allegations of church arsons and murder. This chapter observes his

ideological evolution from a Satanic figurehead to a fervent nationalist and

pagan advocate. His actions, including the burning of the historic Fantoft

stave church, were portrayed as a cultural resistance against Christianity,

revealing a distorted vision of heritage and identity.

The chapter also reflects on Øystein Aarseth, better known as Euronymous,

the founder of the seminal Norwegian band Mayhem. His violent death in

1993 marked a critical turning point in the scene, intensifying existing

rivalries and pushing followers toward a more aggressive and serious

identification with their Black Metal personas.

Amidst this turmoil, the aftermath of violence significantly impacted the

perception of the Black Metal community. Vikernes' subsequent trial

garnered widespread media attention, amplifying his notorious status as

"Count Grishnackh." This chapter concludes by highlighting the emerging
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rift within the scene following Euronymous's murder, with many distancing

themselves from Vikernes’ violent rhetoric as the public scrutiny increased.

In essence, this chapter presents a nuanced portrayal of the German Black

Metal scene, intertwined with themes of rebellion, ideology, violence, and

media influence. Vikernes' tumultuous journey from self-proclaimed

Satanist to a Nordic nationalist encapsulates the complex internal conflicts

and external pressures shaping the identity of this underground culture.
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Chapter 12: 12 - LORDS OF CHAOS

### Summary of Chapter 12: Lords of Chaos

Overview of Black Metal and Global Phenomenon

Chapter 12 delves into the evolution of Black Metal music, focusing on its

origins in Norway and its expansion into a global phenomenon. The early

1990s marked a pivotal moment for the genre, fueled by alarming events that

attracted extensive media scrutiny. While Norway is often perceived as the

heart of Black Metal, the movement's influence stretches beyond its borders,

gaining traction in countries like Sweden, Finland, Germany, Russia, and the

United States.

Sweden's Black Metal Scene

The chapter explores the dynamic interplay between Swedish and

Norwegian Black Metal communities. Key incidents exemplifying this

cross-pollination include:

- In 1992, the first recorded arson linked to Black Metal occurred when Suvi

Puurunen, inspired by her Norwegian counterparts, attempted to replicate

similar acts.

- A violent altercation known as the Halloween Incident involved musicians
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from notable bands like Dissection and Abruptum, culminating in an assault

orchestrated by Linus Åkerlund.

- Additionally, a bombing during a Deicide concert raised concerns about

connections to a group called the Black Circle, notorious within the

underground scene.

These events illustrate how the Norwegian trend of church burnings

influenced Swedish youths, leading to a series of church arsons and grave

desecrations that echoed the original provocations from Norway.

Crimes Associated with Black Metal

The chapter also highlights a disturbing escalation of violence linked to

Black Metal, such as:

- Church burnings and grave desecrations that paid homage to figures like

Varg Vikernes, a notorious Black Metal musician and arsonist.

- Racially motivated acts of violence from youth, underscoring a troubling

trend within the subculture.

By 1997, the connection between Black Metal ideology and an increase in

murders became evident, raising alarms in Sweden about the darker

implications of the music scene.

France and the Rise of Satanism
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While France had not yet experienced church burnings, the chapter describes

a growing association between Black Metal and radical youth movements.

Incidents of grave desecration and exhumations reflect an unsettling

integration of Black Metal elements into the cultural fabric, marking the

genre's expanding influence across different European contexts.

The United States: Lords of Chaos

The narrative transitions to the United States, where underground Black

Metal gained notoriety through a group known as the "Lords of Chaos." This

collective engaged in violent acts, including arson and murder, inspired by

their idols from the European scene. Kevin Foster, the group's leader, held

significant sway over his peers, eventually orchestrating a murder that

shocked the local community and reflected the genre's darker aspects.

The chapter emphasizes the common threads of rebellion and violence that

weave through these movements across various cultures, highlighting how

Black Metal resonates with youths grappling with identity and expression.

Concluding Thoughts

In conclusion, Chapter 12 reflects on the alarming link between youth

culture and violent extremism, particularly the ways in which musical
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influences can catalyze real-world actions. It urges readers to consider the

broader social factors driving such behaviors, cautioning against attributing

blame solely to music or ideology without recognizing the underlying issues

at play.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13 - RAGNARÖK

### Summary of Chapter 13: Ragnarök

Christianity's Influence on Society  

This chapter begins by examining the profound impact of Christianity on

Western culture, where it has shaped political discourse and seeped into

everyday life. As a reaction to this pervasive religious influence, some

individuals, particularly within the Black Metal scene, have embraced

alternative belief systems such as Satanism and paganism. This rebellion

manifests through a stark worldview that emphasizes themes of isolation and

a confrontation with traditional values.

Fenriz and Black Metal's Appeal  

Fenriz, a key figure in the Black Metal band Darkthrone, advocates for

music that channels hatred, encapsulating the intense alienation felt by

listeners attracted to this genre. Initially marked by violence—such as

notable church burnings—some in the scene have adjusted their approach,

opting for more calculated forms of anti-Christian expression. Nevertheless,

the essence of the music still appeals to a radical segment willing to engage

in real-life violence.
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Apocalyptic Nature of Black Metal  

The genre is steeped in apocalyptic narratives, portraying conflicts and holy

wars against supposed enemies. Artists embody a militant mentality,

reminiscent of historical rebels and echoing sentiments found in radical right

movements. Varg Vikernes, noted for violent actions including explosive

theft, exemplifies this virulent worldview.

Fascism and Black Metal  

The chapter highlights rising concerns about fascism within Black Metal

culture, with figures like Vikernes making statements intertwining with

far-right ideologies. This convergence raises critical questions about the

ideological influence of the music on youth, particularly regarding the

radical beliefs it can inspire.

Einsatzgruppe and Rising Extremism  

A significant threat emerges in the form of groups like the Einsatzgruppe,

whose members plotted violent actions that targeted societal figures. Their

extreme lifestyle, marked by a militaristic outlook, signals a troubling

transition from mere fandom to potential terrorism, reflecting the crossover

between Black Metal culture and extremist beliefs.
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Youth Involvement in Black Metal  

Sociological studies reveal that many Black Metal fans hail from educated

backgrounds, drawn to the genre's exploration of life’s darker elements.

However, entering this world often exposes them to intense peer pressure,

which can escalate into rebellious and even violent actions.

Common Ground Between Extremes  

Both Black Metal and nationalist movements share an enthusiasm for

trespassing societal taboos and endorsing violence, suggesting an unsettling

overlap between the two. Fans frequently traverse from the genre into

politically charged ideologies, driven by a quest for excitement.

Ragnarök: The Ultimate Allegory  

Ragnarök emerges as a pivotal allegory, symbolizing the ultimate clash and

destruction that paves the way for rebirth. Musicians’ yearnings for this

ideological apocalypse reveal a deep desire for transformation, mirroring

their search for identity within a fractured societal landscape.

Conclusion  
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The intertwining of Black Metal with extremist ideologies forms a complex

narrative of rebellion, violence, and identity exploration. This genre serves

not only as a musical expression but also as a spiritual and ideological

battleground, pushing its global fanbase to confront and disrupt established

norms. Through the lens of Ragnarök, the chapter underscores a cultural

revolution that juxtaposes the fervor of Black Metal against the backdrop of

societal turmoil.
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