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About the book

"Making Sense of the Troubles" by David McKittrick and David McVea

provides an insightful overview of the Northern Ireland conflict, often

referred to as "the Troubles," which unfolded from the late 1960s into the

late 1990s, culminating in the Good Friday Agreement of 1998. This

historical narrative is delivered through the lenses of both journalism and

academic scholarship, making it accessible yet deeply informative.

The book begins by setting the historical context of Northern Ireland, where

sectarian divisions between the predominantly Protestant Unionists, who

wished to remain part of the United Kingdom, and the largely Catholic

Nationalists, who sought unification with the Republic of Ireland, sowed the

seeds of conflict. McKittrick and McVea trace the origins of these divisions

back to the 17th century, during colonization, which established a legacy of

mistrust and animosity that would erupt into violence decades later.

As the narrative progresses into the late 1960s, the authors detail the civil

rights movement in Northern Ireland, which aimed to address discrimination

against the Catholic community regarding housing, employment, and

political representation. The peaceful protests quickly devolved into violent

confrontations between citizens and police, marking the beginnings of the

Troubles. The authors explain how this turmoil led to the rise of paramilitary

groups, such as the Irish Republican Army (IRA) and loyalist factions, who
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resorted to violence to pursue their respective goals.

Throughout the chapters, McKittrick and McVea delve into key events that

escalated the conflict, such as Bloody Sunday in 1972, when British soldiers

killed unarmed civil rights protesters. This tragic event galvanized

nationalist sentiment and deepened resentment toward British rule, while

equally entrenching Unionist fears of an Irish takeover. The authors

emphasize the cycle of violence that ensued, characterized by bombings,

assassinations, and indiscriminate attacks that claimed thousands of lives

and devastated communities.

The book also illustrates the complex international dimension of the

Troubles, including the involvement of foreign governments and the

influence of Irish-American support for nationalist causes. McKittrick and

McVea analyze the political landscape, detailing efforts for peace, including

various governmental initiatives and the role of influential figures such as

former U.S. President Bill Clinton and the British and Irish governments.

In tracing the eventual path toward peace, the authors highlight the

importance of dialogue and compromise, culminating in the historic Good

Friday Agreement of 1998, which addressed key issues such as

power-sharing, disarmament, and reconciliation. They underline the ongoing

challenges that remain in Northern Ireland, particularly in terms of sectarian
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divisions and community relations, even as the region has moved toward a

more stable existence.

Overall, "Making Sense of the Troubles" deftly untangles the intricate

narrative of a conflict that defines Northern Ireland's history, providing

readers with a comprehensive understanding of the forces at play and the

lessons learned from this tumultuous period.
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About the author

David McKittrick, a revered journalist with a rich background in reporting

on the political turmoil in Northern Ireland, presents an insightful

exploration of "the Troubles," a decades-long conflict marked by

deep-rooted political, social, and religious divisions. His career, notably as

the Northern Ireland editor for The Independent, has garnered him accolades

for his nuanced coverage of the region's complex dynamics.

In his acclaimed work, "Making Sense of the Troubles," McKittrick delves

deep into the historical context that laid the groundwork for this conflict,

tracing the origins of sectarian violence between the predominantly Catholic

nationalist community, which seeks unification with the Republic of Ireland,

and the mainly Protestant unionist population, which favors maintaining ties

with the UK. This multi-layered narrative is enriched by personal accounts

and testimonies, shedding light on how ordinary lives have been irrevocably

affected by the violence and strife.

The chapters unfold systematically, beginning with an overview of the

historical tensions exacerbated by British rule, leading to the civil rights

movement of the 1960s, which was met with violent resistance. McKittrick

portrays key events, such as the Bloody Sunday massacre in 1972, where

British soldiers killed unarmed civil rights protesters, and the subsequent

escalation of violence that ensued in the following years. 
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As new characters emerge throughout the narrative, such as influential

political leaders and grassroots activists, McKittrick contextualizes their

roles within the broader conflict, highlighting both their contributions to

peace efforts and their involvement in the perpetuation of violence. He

adeptly balances historical facts with emotional testimonies, creating a rich

tapestry that illustrates the human cost of the conflict.

The chapters also examine the eventual peace process, emphasizing

landmark agreements like the Good Friday Agreement of 1998, which

sought to address the root causes of the conflict while promoting

reconciliation. McKittrick's thorough analysis of these developments

emphasizes the ongoing challenges of integration and healing in

post-conflict Northern Ireland, accommodating the aspirations of both

communities.

Overall, McKittrick's work serves as a compelling and informative account

of the Troubles, providing readers with both a factual basis and an

empathetic understanding of a complex conflict that continues to influence

the political landscape of Northern Ireland today.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Making sense of the troubles : the
story of the conflict in Northern Ireland

Summary of Chapter 1: Making Sense of the Troubles

In the introductory chapter of "Making Sense of the Troubles," David

McKittrick and David McVea lay the groundwork for understanding the

conflict in Northern Ireland, focusing on the historical and social

complexities that have shaped unrest between the Catholic and Protestant

communities. The authors aim to provide readers with a balanced

perspective on the conflict's evolution from 1921 to 1963, a period marked

by political stagnation and social exclusion that set the stage for future

violence.

The chapter outlines key events contributing to the tension, such as hunger

strikes by political prisoners and the negotiations surrounding the

Anglo-Irish Accord, which sought to address grievances but ultimately

highlighted the deep divides in society. The authors delve into the escalation

of violence that characterized this period, detailing incidents like bombings

in England, which underscored the conflict's broad reach and the urgent need

for peace.

Despite the violent backdrop, McKittrick and McVea express cautious
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optimism. They suggest that the most severe episodes of violence might be

waning, encouraging a sense of hope for a lowering death toll and the

potential for reconciliation among divided communities. The authors’

narrative is compelling and clear, prioritizing a straightforward storytelling

approach that allows readers to grasp the intricate dynamics at play without

being overwhelmed by excessive detail.

In conclusion, while the path to harmony remains fraught with challenges,

there are signs of a significant shift in Northern Ireland's political landscape.

The authors propose that these changes could pave the way for a more

peaceful future, fostering the possibility of renewed understanding and

collaboration between the historically divided groups.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The Orange Order

The Orange Order: A Socio-Political Overview

The Orange Order, established in 1795 during a tumultuous period of

Protestant-Catholic conflict, serves as a pivotal organization within the

Unionist community in Northern Ireland. This community, characterized by

significant class and ideological diversity, lacks the centralized structure

seen in the Catholic community, which is predominantly unified under the

Catholic Church. The Order arose in response to historical confrontations

such as the Battle of the Diamond, the Siege of Derry, and the Battle of the

Boyne, effectively positioning itself as a unifying body among Protestants in

a politically turbulent landscape.

Marching Season and Social Unrest

Central to the Order's activities is the "marching season," which unfolds

each summer through a series of parades. While these events are meant to

celebrate Protestant culture, they have frequently devolved into violent riots,

particularly in urban settings like Belfast. Such disturbances underscore a

narrative of Protestant superiority, often leading to heightened tensions

between communities.
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Cultural and Political Dynamics

The Orange Order fosters a distinct cultural identity that separates

Protestants from Catholics. While it advocates for members to practice

restraint towards Catholics, it simultaneously propagates anti-Catholic

sentiments and encourages a stance of resistance against the Catholic

Church. This cultural influence extends deeply into the political arena,

having laid the groundwork for paramilitary groups like the Ulster Volunteer

Force and contributing to the establishment of institutions such as the Royal

Ulster Constabulary (RUC) and the B Specials—paramilitary police units

known for their controversial roles during civil unrest.

From 1921 to 1969, the Order's affiliation with the Unionist political party

was undeniable, with most Unionist cabinet ministers being members. This

close relationship facilitated the utilization of Orange halls for political

gatherings and was integral to the systemic discrimination against the

Catholic population in areas like employment and local governance.

Institutional Bias and Nationalist Opposition

The Unionist government, influenced by the Order, privileged Orange
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marches while imposing stringent restrictions on nationalist events. The

Twelfth of July, celebrated as a key date in Orange culture, evolved into a

state-sanctioned ritual, solidifying the Order's cultural and political

hegemony. A notable incident in 1934, where a Catholic gardener was

denied a position at Stormont regardless of his qualifications, starkly

highlighted the Order's entrenched prejudices.

Rhetoric and Popular Sentiments

Unionist leaders frequently echoed anti-Catholic rhetoric, reflecting

grassroots fears of losing Protestant identity and influence. Public figures

like Basil Brooke and James Craig made inflammatory statements about

Catholics, denouncing their participation in the workforce and reinforcing an

atmosphere of suspicion and hostility. Interestingly, despite their privileged

backgrounds, many Unionists adopted these populist, exclusionary views,

illustrating the deep-rooted biases within their political ideology.

Context of Catholic Discrimination

While outright persecution of Catholics was not commonplace, they

experienced substantial institutional discrimination, resulting in their status

as second-class citizens. Historical grievances remained largely ignored,
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contributing to a political climate where Catholic representation was limited

and often tokenistic. This pervasive institutional bias allowed the Unionist

government to operate with minimal accountability, entrenching a system

that favored unequal rights and representation. The legacy of the Orange

Order in this context is a testament to the complex interplay of culture,

politics, and sectarianism in Northern Ireland's history.
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Chapter 3 Summary: The Catholic minority

Summary of Chapter 3: The Catholic Minority

In this chapter, the complex political and social landscape of the Catholic

minority in Northern Ireland is laid bare, revealing significant challenges

and deeply rooted divisions. 

Political Climate and Apathy  

The backdrop of this chapter is a climate of political disillusionment among

Catholics, who often felt humiliated participating in the governance

structures at Stormont, dominated by Unionists. This sense of

disenfranchisement led to many Catholic representatives choosing to

boycott, rather than engage in a political system they found ineffective. The

Catholic Church played a pivotal role in maintaining control over education,

resisting integration with Protestant institutions, reflecting a broader

unwillingness to compromise amidst aspirations for a united Ireland.

However, pessimism about their political representation remained pervasive,

with the Nationalist party—meant to represent their interests—often viewed

as chaotic and ineffective.

Community Segregation  
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This pervasive sense of alienation was exacerbated by stark segregation

between the Catholic and Protestant communities, evident in housing,

education, and labor markets. A social worker's observation that these two

groups coexisted without meaningful interaction underscores the depth of

misunderstanding and disconnect. For many Catholics, the frustrations of

being politically sidelined led to a sense of apathy around voting, as they felt

their efforts would be futile against the Unionist majority and their powerful

electoral machine.

Nationalist Representation  

Although the Nationalist party claimed to voice Catholic concerns, its lack

of coherent leadership rendered it ineffective, provoking dismissal not just

from Unionists but from its own potential supporters. While some

charismatic local leaders occasionally emerged, they often lacked the

widespread recognition needed to galvanize a broader movement. The

Nationalist position was mired in a pervasive sentiment of protest against the

existing state rather than advocating for a clear, actionable political strategy.

The Unsuccessful IRA Campaign  

Within this fraught political context, the IRA's military activities during the

1950s failed to gain traction, facing substantial government repression. The
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yearning for a united Ireland still resonated among the Catholic population;

however, a shared sentiment that violence did not yield results emerged.

Compared to Protestants, Catholics expressed greater reluctance to endorse

violence as a viable means of political expression, reflecting a more cautious

approach to their aspirations.

Relations with the Republic of Ireland  

Catholics in Northern Ireland looked towards the Republic of Ireland for

support, hoping it would champion their rights. However, they often felt

overlooked by Southern leaders, who regarded Northern issues as

distractions. This limited responsiveness from Dublin contributed to the

frustration and disappointment among Northern nationalist leaders, who

sought a robust political ally.

Emotional Disconnection from Northern Identity  

Ultimately, many Catholics experienced a profound emotional disconnection

from their Northern Irish identity, often perceiving the Republic as a more

hospitable place. Personal anecdotes illustrate the cultural and social barriers

faced by the Catholic community, fostering a longing for acceptance that

remained unmet. This sense of alienation runs deep, highlighting the

complexities of identity and belonging in a segregated society. 
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Overall, this chapter encapsulates the intricate dynamics of the Catholic

minority in Northern Ireland, characterized by alienation, ineffective

representation, and the longing for a more integrated future.
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Chapter 4: Political stagnation

### Political Stagnation in Northern Ireland

#### Overview of Uncontested Elections

The electoral landscape of Northern Ireland, particularly evident in

constituencies such as Londonderry City and County, exemplifies a period

of political stagnation marked by uncontested elections. Dehra Parker's

tenure from 1921 to 1929, followed by a string of uncontested elections until

1960, underscores the impact of sectarian demographics—where minorities

often refrained from nominating candidates—on political competition. This

trend of unchallenged elections, prevalent in areas like South Antrim,

reflects a broader absence of democratic engagement, leaving political

power concentrated in the hands of Unionist leaders.

#### Longevity of Unionist Leaders

The dominance of the Unionist Party was characterized by the extraordinary

longevity of its leaders, such as Sir James Craig and Sir Basil Brooke, who

held onto their positions for decades. These leaders, often accompanied by

long-serving cabinet ministers, managed to navigate substantial economic

changes while preserving a political framework favoring Unionist interests.

Consequently, this continuity further entrenched the disenfranchisement of

the Catholic community, which remained politically marginalized even
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throughout the tumultuous years of World War Two.

#### Impact of World War Two

The Second World War served as a pivotal moment in shaping Northern

Ireland's political dynamics. During this period, British Prime Minister

Winston Churchill's government briefly considered the prospect of Irish

unity as a means to secure support for the war effort. This proposal,

however, never materialized, reinforcing the perception of Unionist

significance to British interests, especially given that Northern Ireland

contributed to the war while the Irish Free State remained neutral. The war

years ultimately solidified Unionist authority, setting the stage for further

political embers with the post-war shifts, including the establishment of the

Republic of Ireland.

#### Post-War British Government Response

In the aftermath of the war, the British Labour government took measures

that further entrenched Unionist power in Northern Ireland. By enacting

legislation that reaffirmed Northern Ireland's status within the United

Kingdom, Labour showcased its bias towards Unionist perspectives,

ignoring mounting calls for reform within the Stormont system. This neglect

perpetuated systemic discrimination against the Catholic population while

prioritizing strategic defense considerations, thereby maintaining the status

quo of Northern Ireland's political landscape.
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#### Enduring Political Landscape

The political scene remained largely stagnant throughout the 1940s and

1950s, despite significant global upheavals. The entrenched Unionist

government and its complex issues remained unchallenged, highlighting the

resilience of division in Northern Ireland. Churchill's earlier remarks about

the immutable nature of the Irish question held true; it was only in the 1960s

that catalysts for change would emerge, ultimately contributing to rising

tensions and violence that would reshape the region's political trajectory.
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Chapter 5 Summary: The O'Neill years 1963-69

The O'Neill Years: 1963-69

Introduction to the O'Neill Era  

The period from 1963 to 1969 in Northern Ireland is referred to as 'the

O'Neill era' due to the transformative leadership of Prime Minister Terence

O'Neill. This era signified a generational shift from previous governance,

focusing on tackling long-standing structural problems in a climate of

relative peace. O'Neill's vision aimed to bring political reform and

reconciliation between Protestants and Catholics, addressing the systemic

inequalities that had long plagued the region.

O'Neill's Approach to Governance  

O'Neill's administration was characterized by a notable departure from the

entrenched Protestant dominance that defined earlier policies. He sought a

more inclusive approach, promoting understanding and unity between the

two religious communities. Nonetheless, the depth of the societal divides

proved too great for O'Neill's reforms to create sustainable change,

ultimately leading to his administration's decline.
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Economic Challenges  

Confronted with a deteriorating economy, O'Neill faced the decline of

traditional industries such as shipbuilding and linen production, which

resulted in soaring unemployment rates. His strategy involved modernizing

the economy through foreign investment and infrastructure initiatives.

Despite some successes in attracting investment, the pace of job creation

failed to match the losses, particularly in areas already rife with tension.

Political Landscape and New Rivalries  

The emergence of the Northern Ireland Labour Party (NILP) signified a

challenge to O'Neill's Unionist Party, managing to draw support from

Protestant communities and aligning itself with the British Labour

government led by Harold Wilson. In response to this political threat,

O'Neill employed a public relations strategy designed to project Northern

Ireland as a progressive region, thereby attempting to consolidate support

and stabilize his administration.

North-South Relations with Lemass  

O'Neill's invitation to Sean Lemass, the Taoiseach of the Republic of Ireland,

in 1965 marked a significant diplomatic breakthrough. This meeting

symbolized a thaw in relations that had historically been fraught with
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tension, fostering cooperation between the two entities. While some

Unionists supported this move as a step towards reconciliation, others

vehemently opposed it, fearing it signaled a betrayal of Unionist principles.

Divisions Within Unionism  

Despite some degree of backing for O'Neill’s reforms, opposition grew from

hardline elements within the Unionist community, embodied by figures such

as Reverend Ian Paisley. Paisley vehemently criticized O'Neill’s attempts at

Catholic outreach, arguing it undermined the Unionist objective of

preserving Protestant dominance and community cohesion.

Leadership Challenges and Internal Conflicts  

O'Neill struggled with ongoing rumors about internal challenges to his

leadership, particularly from rival Brian Faulkner. His somewhat distant

personality and inability to unify his party left him vulnerable to dissent and

factionalism, fostering an atmosphere of instability within his

administration.

The Rise of Ian Paisley  

Reverend Ian Paisley emerged as a pivotal figure during this tumultuous

period. His ability to mobilize dissenting voices within the Unionist camp
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through protests and his establishment of the Democratic Unionist Party

represented a significant challenge to O'Neill’s policies, introducing a

hardline perspective that continually threatened the traditional Unionist

establishment.

Conclusion  

The O'Neill years were defined by ambitious reform efforts, modernization

initiatives, and attempts to heal historical divides. However, an array of

economic challenges, internal party divisions, and the emergence of hardline

opposition underscored the fragility of O'Neill's vision. These tensions

foreshadowed the turbulent years ahead for Northern Ireland, marking the

beginning of a deeper crisis that would envelop the region.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 1 966: loyalist violence

1966: Loyalist Violence

In 1966, tensions in Northern Ireland surged, coinciding with the 50th

anniversary of the 1916 Easter Rising, a pivotal event in Irish nationalist

history that showcased the struggle for Irish independence. The Ulster

Volunteer Force (UVF), a loyalist paramilitary group operating primarily in

the Shankill Road area of Belfast, sparked violence that resulted in three

deaths from a series of drunken altercations. The victims—a Protestant

widow, a Catholic man, and a teenage Catholic barman—underscored the

deepening sectarian divides and highlighted the volatility of the region.

These incidents prompted widespread condemnation, illustrating the urgent

need to address the escalating sectarian conflict.

Catholic Political Awakening

As tensions escalated, internal dissent began to surface within Unionism,

particularly against Prime Minister Terence O'Neill's leadership. In response,

Catholic nationalists started to forge a stronger political identity. A newly

emerging educated Catholic middle class began to challenge the Nationalist

Party and its historical political ambitions, advocating for greater
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representation and participation in the governance of Northern Ireland.

Prominent leaders like John Hume emerged, promoting community

engagement and opposing systemic discrimination, symbolizing a shift

towards unity and activism within the Catholic community.

The Birth of the Civil Rights Movement

The political landscape began to shift further with the election of a Labour

government in 1964, led by Prime Minister Harold Wilson, challenging the

longstanding Unionist power structure. In this context, the Campaign for

Social Justice was formed by Catholic professionals who illuminated

systemic discrimination against Catholics, advocating for critical reforms

such as 'one man - one vote.' In 1967, the Northern Ireland Civil Rights

Association (NICRA) was established to further these goals, focusing on

combating sectarian practices and securing greater political representation

for the Catholic community.

1968: Breaking the Mould

The civil rights movement gathered momentum following a series of

impactful protests, notably sparked by an occupation led by MP Austin

Currie. His actions resonated with local grievances, culminating in public
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rallies and the first civil rights march in August 1968. A turning point

occurred on October 5, 1968, in Londonderry, when police violently

confronted peaceful demonstrators, an event that was captured on film and

led to widespread national and international outrage. This pivotal moment

galvanized support for the civil rights movement and put immense pressure

on the O'Neill government, which was struggling to maintain control amidst

the rising unrest.

Internal Unionist Dissent and Government Response

Recognizing the dire need for reform as tensions grew, O'Neill sought to

address the issues raised by the civil rights movement. However, he faced

significant opposition within his party, particularly from hardliners like

William Craig, who resisted meaningful change. While some Unionists were

open to reform, many perceived the civil rights movement as a potential

threat to stability. O'Neill's efforts ultimately yielded only modest reforms,

as the fear of instability prevented more substantial concessions, revealing

the complexities and challenges of navigating the entrenched sectarian

divisions in Northern Ireland during this tumultuous period.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Westminster pressure

Westminster Pressure

Mauling at Downing Street  

On November 4, 1968, Northern Ireland's Minister O'Neill and his

colleagues faced intense scrutiny from UK Prime Minister Harold Wilson

and Home Secretary James Callaghan during a critical meeting. This

discussion followed a tumultuous civil rights march in early October, which

heightened calls for reform within Northern Ireland’s governance and

society.

Threats and Demands for Reform  

Wilson made it clear that Stormont, the Northern Ireland government, was

subordinate to Westminster, the UK Parliament. He warned that financial

support for Northern Ireland could be cut if progress on reform was not

made swiftly. His frustration stemmed from a glaring absence of democratic

voting rights and inadequate housing conditions, both pressing issues faced

by the Catholic population. Callaghan echoed these sentiments, emphasizing

that growing agitation for reform required urgent and meaningful action. 
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O'Neill's Response  

In defense of his administration, O'Neill listed recent measures aimed at

addressing grievances, including job creation initiatives and housing

improvements targeted toward the Catholic community. However, his efforts

to reassure Wilson and Callaghan failed to alleviate their concerns,

underscoring the unprecedented pressure O'Neill felt from Westminster, a

pressure he had not faced previously.

Reform Plans and Divisions  

Despite O'Neill's efforts to present a comprehensive reform strategy,

significant rifts emerged within his own Unionist party. Notably, William

Craig, a prominent Unionist figure, publicly condemned the proposed

changes. His dismissal of the civil rights movement’s legitimacy fueled

further division and escalated tensions within the party and society as a

whole.

Escalating Tensions  

The conflict reached a boiling point when civil rights activists clashed with

Unionist supporters, illustrating a rapidly deteriorating situation. During a

televised address, O'Neill implored the public for calm and acknowledged

the legitimacy of citizens’ grievances. However, Craig's continued defiance
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and rejection of Westminster’s authority prompted O'Neill to make the

difficult decision to dismiss him from his position, an act that signaled

deepening divisions within the Unionist party.

Growing Despair  

Following Craig's departure from the political scene, O'Neill's previously

optimistic outlook diminished. The surge in violence and widespread unrest

left him deeply concerned about the future of Northern Ireland, fostering a

sense of despair about the ongoing conflict and the likelihood of sustained

discontent throughout the coming year.
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Chapter 8: 1969: end of the O'Neill era

### 1969: End of the O'Neill Era

Under the leadership of Prime Minister Terence O'Neill, Northern Ireland

faced significant upheaval as civil unrest and violence surged in the late

1960s. The emergence of the People’s Democracy (PD), a radical civil rights

organization challenging the status quo, epitomized the increasing frustration

among the population regarding the pace of O'Neill's proposed reforms. A

watershed moment occurred with the PD's march from Belfast to

Londonderry, which ended in violence at Bumtollet Bridge. This brutal

confrontation with loyalists marked a turning point in the civil rights

movement and put O'Neill's government on the defensive.

### Failure of Reforms and Political Fallout

In the wake of the escalating unrest, O'Neill took the controversial step of

establishing a commission to assess the violent incidents in Londonderry.

His attempts to rally electoral support, however, generated mixed reactions

and revealed profound divisions within the Unionist Party. Compounded by

the emergence of youthful civil rights leaders on the Nationalist front,

alongside bombings attributed to the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), the

political landscape quickly became chaotic. This turmoil ultimately led
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O'Neill to resign, unable to bridge the widening gap between competing

ideologies.

### The Transition to Chichester-Clark

O'Neill's successor, James Chichester-Clark, inherited a deeply fragmented

political situation. Struggling to navigate the dual pressures of Unionism and

Nationalism, his leadership was soon challenged by violent riots in

Londonderry that rippled out to Belfast. The Battle of the Bogside became a

emblematic representation of resistance against police authority, further

destabilizing the region.

### Military Intervention and Consequences

With violence spiraling out of control, Chichester-Clark’s reluctant decision

to call in British troops marked a pivotal shift in Northern Ireland's

governance. Initially, the military presence quelled immediate tensions, but

it also intensified community distrust, especially towards the Royal Ulster

Constabulary (RUC), the local police force tasked with maintaining order.

### Impact on Communities and Emerging Divisions

The wave of violence in August 1969 resulted in numerous fatalities and

extensive property destruction, leaving thousands of families displaced. This
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turmoil prompted a critical reassessment of the Irish Republican Army's

(IRA) strategy, leading to a split within the organization. The formation of

the Provisional IRA, alongside the existing Official IRA, underscored the

divergent approaches to the conflict, indicating a more aggressive stance that

would shape future actions.

### Growing Vigilantism and Continued Violence

In the backdrop of sustained tension, vigilante groups emerged from both

Catholic and Protestant communities, signaling a grim escalation in

paramilitary actions. The continued confrontations and rising death toll

foreshadowed a protracted conflict, setting the stage for a violent and

divided era in Northern Ireland's history. As community members took

justice into their own hands, the cycle of violence became entrenched,

hinting at the long-term implications for the region's stability and peace.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 1970—71: the violence increases

### 1970—71: The Escalation of Violence

Political Context and Early Violence  

The year 1970 in Northern Ireland was marked by escalating violence,

overshadowing the reformative efforts of Prime Minister James Callaghan

and Northern Ireland’s Prime Minister, Chichester-Clark. As tensions grew

within the Unionist community, support began to shift towards hardliners

like Ian Paisley, whose charismatic leadership resonated with many

dissatisfied voters, leading to significant electoral gains and a growing

divide within Unionism.

Notable Incidents of Violence  

Violent confrontations between Republicans and Loyalists became

increasingly lethal as the year progressed. A critical incident occurred in

June when the Irish Republican Army (IRA) shot three Protestant men

during a riot in Belfast, further intensifying hostilities. In July, an aggressive

military operation known as the Falls Road curfew incited considerable

civilian unrest, resulting in fatalities and eroding public trust in the military's

role as a stabilizing force.
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Changing Government and Policies  

The political landscape shifted dramatically with the Conservative Party's

ascent to power under Edward Heath, with Home Secretary Reginald

Maudling at the helm. Maudling's comments suggesting an "acceptable level

of violence" reflected a troubling resignation to the ongoing conflict,

evidencing a perceived lack of urgency to address the escalating crisis.

Unionist Responses and Crises  

In this climate, calls for a more aggressive military response grew among

Unionists, revealing a deepening divide between moderate and hardline

factions. Chichester-Clark found himself caught between the British

government’s reform agenda and intense pressures from hardline Unionists

demanding stronger action, complicating his efforts to implement more

equitable policies in an increasingly polarized environment.

Growth of Nationalism  

During this period of turmoil, nationalist movements gained traction with

the establishment of the Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP). The

SDLP emerged as a significant player in Northern Irish politics, promoting

moderate nationalist objectives. Meanwhile, the civil rights movement began
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to decline, beset by internal struggles, including scandals such as arms

smuggling in Southern Ireland, further complicating nationalist efforts and

creating a climate of mistrust.

Escalation and Key Incidents in 1971  

Violence further escalated in early 1971, punctuated by harrowing incidents

that marked a drastic turn towards widespread conflict. The deaths of both

soldiers and civilians, particularly noted in the ambush of off-duty Scottish

soldiers, ignited national outrage and calls for more decisive military

interventions in response to the rising tide of violence.

Chichester-Clark's Resignation  

Amidst insurmountable pressures and unaddressed demands for robust

security measures from the British government, Chichester-Clark made the

consequential decision to resign. His departure was tinged with a sense of

relief, as the ongoing chaos of the "Troubles" continued to unfold, leaving a

fraught political landscape in its wake.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Faulkner becomes prime minister

Faulkner Becomes Prime Minister

Leadership Transition  

Brian Faulkner’s ascension to the role of Stormont Prime Minister marked a

pivotal moment in Unionist politics, succeeding Chichester-Clark after

defeating William Craig in a leadership election. Faulkner was perceived as

Unionism's last chance to uphold the Stormont governance system, which

had come under increasing pressure from nationalists and a restless

populace.

Political Profile  

A seasoned politician, Faulkner was adept in administration and

communication. He had previously tackled the IRA insurgency of the 1950s

through measures such as internment and played a key role in inviting

foreign investment during the economic challenges of the 1960s. Despite his

talents, his leadership style was often criticized for its ambiguity and

perceived trustworthiness issues, particularly in the context of his

predecessor, O'Neill, whom he had often undermined.
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Attempting a Balanced Approach  

In his new role, Faulkner sought a delicate balance between appeasing the

Unionist base and addressing British governmental expectations. His

administration was notable for its inclusivity, incorporating both liberal and

hardline Unionist perspectives, as well as introducing a non-Unionist cabinet

minister from the Northern Ireland Labour Party (NILP). This represented a

strategic effort to broaden the political discourse in Northern Ireland,

reflecting the pressures for reform amid rising tensions.

Proposed Reforms  

In June 1971, Faulkner unveiled a plan aimed at revitalizing the Stormont

government by establishing three new committees tasked with policy

review, two of which would be led by opposition party members. Initial

reactions to this initiative were promising, particularly from the Social

Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP), which signaled a willingness for

potential collaboration in addressing the region's issues.

Escalation of Violence  

Despite these reform efforts, Faulkner's initiatives quickly became

overshadowed by an alarming surge in street violence. Advocating for a

more aggressive military response, his administration faced grave
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consequences, notably the tragic shooting of two Catholic individuals during

riots. This incident galvanized the SDLP to demand an independent

investigation into the deaths. The government’s refusal to comply resulted in

a withdrawal from Stormont by the SDLP, effectively stalling Faulkner’s

reform proposals and further deepening the political crisis in Northern

Ireland.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Internment

Summary of Chapter 11: Internment

This chapter delves into the internment policy implemented as a drastic

security measure by the British government in Northern Ireland, spearheaded

by then-Home Secretary Reginald Maudling in response to escalating

violence related to the Irish Republican Army (IRA). This controversial

approach was seen as a desperate attempt to restore order, despite profound

concerns over its legality and the widespread condemnation from human

rights organizations and nationalist groups.

Overview of Internment Policy  

Internment without trial was viewed as a necessary, albeit extreme, step to

combat the spiraling violence of the early 1970s. The government aimed to

detain suspected insurgents to prevent further security crises. However, this

policy faced severe criticism as it disregarded legal protections and

heightened tensions between communities.

Operation Demetrius  

The policy culminated in Operation Demetrius on August 9, 1971, a
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large-scale arrest operation targeting those suspected of IRA connections.

Unfortunately, this operation was marred by poor intelligence and

operational blunders, leading to the detention of many innocent civilians.

The harsh tactics employed by the army left lingering psychological scars on

the detainees and the wider community.

Consequences of Internment  

Rather than restoring peace, internment exacerbated violence and deepened

alienation among the Catholic population. The heavy-handed response

resulted in escalating unrest, significant civilian injuries, and fatalities.

Furthermore, the government’s failure to address loyalist aggression only

served to inflame tensions further.

Rising Tensions and Community Response  

The policy ignited radicalization within the Catholic demographic,

prompting widespread protests and a growing sense of disenfranchisement.

Political representation suffered as the Social Democratic and Labour Party

(SDLP) withdrew from engagements with the government, signaling a rift

that threatened the fabric of Anglo-Irish relations.

Political Dynamics and Shifts  
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As violence escalated and national discontent grew, both the British and

Irish governments began to recognize the need for a more inclusive

governance model that involved direct community participation rather than

superficial reforms. Talks between British Prime Minister Edward Heath and

Irish Taoiseach Liam Lynch signified a shift in political dynamics,

acknowledging the importance of Catholic voices in governance.

Failed Expectations and Continued Violence  

Ultimately, the internment policy failed to quell the violence and instead

complicated the political landscape, leading to a deeper crisis in Northern

Ireland. The government struggled to quell public discontent and addressed

the looming threat of direct rule, indicative of a dire situation characterized

by ongoing loss of life and mounting public dissent against authority figures.

The growing strength and support for the IRA illustrated the multifaceted

nature of the conflict, debunking the notion that a straightforward military

solution could bring about peace.

Conclusion  

This chapter effectively encapsulates the chaotic state of Northern Ireland

during the internment period. It highlights the increase in violence,

significant shifts in community dynamics, and the overarching failure of the

government’s internment policy to resolve the deep-rooted issues of the
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Troubles, resulting in a situation that called for more than just militarized

intervention.
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Chapter 12: The end of Stormont 1972-73

The End of Stormont 1972-73

1972: The Most Violent Year

The year 1972 stood as a critical juncture in the Troubles, marking the apex

of violence with nearly 500 fatalities. This surge in conflict was largely

ignited by the tragic events of Bloody Sunday on January 30, when British

soldiers shot and killed 13 unarmed civilians during a civil rights march in

Londonderry. This brutal act fueled nationalistic outrage and spurred many,

particularly the youth, to join paramilitary organizations such as the Irish

Republican Army (IRA). Catholic priest Father Edward Daly, who

witnessed the devastation firsthand, described how the brutality of that day

transformed peaceful aspirations for civil rights into a fierce thirst for

retribution.

The public outcry following Bloody Sunday led to significant protests,

including the burning of the British embassy in Dublin, which further

strained relations between Irish nationalists and the British government. This

unrest solidified animosity towards British rule in Northern Ireland,

significantly altering the political landscape.
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Reactions and Subsequent Violence

In the wake of the outcry, violence escalated as the perceived lack of

accountability for the Bloody Sunday killings spurred new retaliatory

actions. Just weeks later, the Official IRA launched retaliatory attacks aimed

at the British Parachute Regiment, inadvertently leading to civilian deaths.

High-profile incidents, such as the bombing of the Abercorn bar in Belfast,

which resulted in fatalities and numerous injuries, exemplified the

deteriorating security situation. An alarming car bomb explosion in Donegall

Street further underscored the perils facing the community.

Amidst the chaos, British Prime Minister Edward Heath began to explore

governance reforms for Northern Ireland, weighing options such as a joint

administration with the Republic of Ireland and potential repartitioning of

districts. However, resistance from Unionist leaders, particularly Brian

Faulkner, hindered attempts at power-sharing and any substantial

reorganization of governance.

The Fall of Stormont

The governance of Stormont culminated on March 28, 1972, when Faulkner

resigned, unable to stabilize the increasingly volatile situation. His

resignation marked a watershed moment for Unionists, who faced an

emotional upheaval as direct rule from London was imposed. Reflecting on
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his tenure, Faulkner recognized his miscalculations regarding internment

policies and the unyielding reality of direct British governance.

In response to the escalating violence and chaos, Heath pivoted away from

solely relying on military measures, instead seeking comprehensive political

solutions, acknowledging that the existing system was untenable without

significant reform. The security landscape continued to worsen, illustrated

by a dramatic surge in violence during July 1972, resulting in casualties

from both nationalist and loyalist factions.

Direct Rule and Attempts at Negotiation

Direct rule from Westminster was implemented as a temporary measure

while a new political framework was considered. William Whitelaw, the

inaugural Northern Ireland Secretary, embarked on difficult negotiations

with both republican and loyalist representatives, including controversial

engagements with IRA leaders. While intended to foster dialogue, this

approach faced criticism as many perceived it could prolong violence rather

than address the root social and political grievances.

Despite efforts toward diplomacy, violence persisted unabated. Paramilitary

activity from both factions surged, accompanied by community vigilantism,

as Protestant communities sought to shield themselves amid rising tensions. 
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By the close of 1972, the ongoing confrontations between republicans and

loyalists, coupled with drastic government measures, established a grim

status quo for Northern Ireland, laying the groundwork for the protracted

conflict that was set to evolve in the ensuing years.
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Chapter 13 Summary: New proposals

### New Proposals for Political Settlement

Background of Violence and Political Context  

Amid escalating violence in Northern Ireland, Secretary of State for

Northern Ireland, Willie Whitelaw, sought to navigate a path towards a

political resolution. The Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP)

proposed a model of shared sovereignty that sought a collaborative

governance between London and Dublin, while Unionist leader Brian

Faulkner pushed for a restoration of the Stormont government with enhanced

representation for nationalists. This backdrop of tension and unrest

underscored the urgency for a new political approach.

Whitelaw's Discussion Document  

In November 1972, Whitelaw presented a significant proposal titled "The

Future of Northern Ireland," which outlined a vision for the region’s

governance. The document argued for Northern Ireland’s subsistence under

British authority while also recognizing the Republic of Ireland's legitimate

interests, introducing the vital concept of an 'Irish dimension.' This term

signified the need for the Republic of Ireland's involvement in Northern Irish
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matters, moving towards a more inclusive political dialogue.

Key Changes and Political Shifts  

The release of Whitelaw’s document represented a critical departure from

the traditional majority rule that had long defined Northern Irish governance.

It advocated for shared power and the inclusion of minority voices in

decision-making processes. While the Irish Republican Army (IRA)

dismissed these proposals as ineffective, they garnered support from the

SDLP and the Irish government, indicating a shift in political alliances. On

the other hand, Unionists found themselves in disarray, with Faulkner trying

to unite various factions amidst rising internal conflicts.

Unionist Responses and Political Infighting  

The response from Unionists was starkly divided. William Craig's Vanguard

movement threatened protests, espousing an extremist viewpoint, while the

more moderate Ian Paisley surprisingly adopted a conciliatory stance, calling

for recognition of the prevailing political dynamics and the need to avoid

violence. This spectrum of responses revealed a fracturing within Unionism,

complicating Faulkner's attempts at negotiation and revealing deep-seated

divisions within Unionist ranks.

Conclusion  
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Whitelaw’s proposals set a precedent for both conflict and negotiation in

Northern Ireland's political future. They illuminated the profound divides

among Unionists while pushing towards an acknowledgment of minority

rights and the role of the Irish government in the region's governance. The

complexities introduced during this period reflected the ongoing struggle for

a harmonious political settlement, laying the groundwork for subsequent

developments and dialogues in Northern Ireland's tumultuous history.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 1973

Chapter 14 Summary: 1973 Developments in Anglo-Irish Relations

Introduction to EEC Membership  

In 1973, a significant turning point occurred as both the United Kingdom

and the Irish Republic joined the European Economic Community (EEC).

This membership not only enhanced the international standing and

self-esteem of the Irish Republic but also played a crucial role in reshaping

Anglo-Irish relations. However, the year was marred by ongoing violence in

Northern Ireland, characterized by the internment of loyalist individuals and

an escalation in the tactics employed by the Irish Republican Army (IRA).

Increased Violence and Political Developments  

Amidst this backdrop of violence, the IRA adapted its strategies, shifting

towards more targeted acts of aggression, including significant bombings in

London. In response to the turmoil, British politician William Whitelaw

spearheaded political initiatives, including organizing a border poll to

confirm Northern Ireland's status as a part of the UK. However, this poll was

boycotted by nationalist factions, resulting in a vote that overwhelmingly

favored Unionist support. Additionally, a government white paper was
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released outlining plans for a power-sharing arrangement and the

establishment of a new assembly, but these plans faced considerable

resistance from hardline Unionist groups.

Unionist Divisions and Elections  

The elections held in June 1973 further revealed the fractures within

Unionism. Some members supported the government’s proposals for

power-sharing, while others vehemently opposed them. This disarray

culminated in the emergence of Brian Faulkner as a leader of a divided

Unionist party, lacking a clear mandate. The newly formed assembly thus

became a stage for ongoing political discord rather than a reconciliation

platform.

Assembly Challenges and Negotiations  

The sessions of the assembly were filled with hostilities, yet beneath this

turbulent surface, meaningful negotiations were underway aimed at

establishing a power-sharing agreement between Unionists and nationalists.

Faulkner's efforts to consolidate a majority for the new executive were

complicated by internal divisions within his party and external pressures

from the Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP), which represented

nationalist interests.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Sunningdale Agreement Insights  

The culmination of these negotiations was the Sunningdale conference,

where a significant framework for the Council of Ireland was established.

However, contentious issues remained, particularly concerning Northern

Ireland's status and cross-border security, which highlighted the differing

perspectives of the British and Irish governments on the matter. 

Conclusion and Implications  

Ultimately, despite optimistic claims of success from both the Unionist and

nationalist sides, the Sunningdale Agreement exposed deep-seated

contradictions and failed to address the concerns of all stakeholders

involved. The events of 1973 were pivotal in shaping the future political

landscape of Northern Ireland, underscoring the intricate and often

contentious relationships between Unionism, nationalism, and the influences

of external forces. This chapter thus serves as a critical examination of how

political maneuvering amidst persistent violence continues to impact the

goals and aspirations of both communities in the region.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Sunningdale, strike & stalemate
1974-76

### Sunningdale, Strike & Stalemate 1974-76

Powersharing Introduction  

The establishment of the powersharing executive in Northern Ireland on

January 1, 1974, heralded a pivotal change in the region's political dynamics.

With Brian Faulkner as chief minister and Gerry Fitt of the Social

Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) as his deputy, the cabinet included a

mix of Unionist, nationalist, and Alliance party ministers—breaking from

the previous all-Unionist rule. However, this bold move faced immediate

backlash from the Irish Republican Army (IRA) and a significant segment of

the Protestant populace, who feared that powersharing might inch the region

toward a united Ireland and resented having Catholics included in

governance.

Opposition to Powersharing  

Despite the initial hope and supportive sentiment the powersharing

arrangement received, unrest brewed beneath the surface. The IRA, along

with many Unionists, perceived the agreement as a direct threat to their
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political identity and territorial integrity. This juncture saw Faulkner's

leadership eroding rapidly; mere days after the executive's formation, he lost

support within the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP), becoming increasingly

isolated as opposition consolidated against him.

Political Unrest and Violence  

The political landscape became increasingly turbulent, characterized by a

surge in violence, including heightened loyalist attacks. Faulkner struggled

to legitimize the powersharing agreement even as claims surfaced about

constitutional violations pertaining to governance in Ireland. His attempts to

stabilize the political atmosphere through parliamentary assemblies were

undermined by violent confrontations during these sessions, highlighting the

growing tension between competing factions.

General Election and Reaction  

In the February 1974 general election, pro-Sunningdale candidates suffered a

major defeat, with anti-Sunningdale Unionists winning nearly all seats in

Northern Ireland. This outcome significantly delegitimized Faulkner's

leadership and entrenched the view that he represented a marginal segment

of Unionists, further weakening the powersharing initiative’s credibility.

The UWC Strike  
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The situation escalated dramatically in May 1974 when the Ulster Workers

Council (UWC) organized a protest against the Sunningdale Agreement that

devolved into a general strike. Initially underestimated, the strike gained

traction fueled by intimidation and paramilitary backing, leading to severe

disruptions to critical services and widespread public unrest. The strike

clearly demonstrated the resolve of the loyalist community and their

capacity to wield power through collective action.

Disintegration of the Executive  

As the UWC strike continued to escalate, the legitimacy of the powersharing

executive eroded quickly. Faced with mounting pressure, Faulkner resigned,

which effectively marked the collapse of the powersharing government. This

failure constituted a significant blow to efforts at fostering collaboration

between Unionists and nationalists, retreating the political landscape back to

traditional divisions.

Lines of Inquiry and Internal Conflicts  

The aftermath ignited a flurry of debates regarding the government's

response to the crisis. Critics noted a lack of decisive action from authorities,

suggesting that a stronger government stance might have salvaged the

powersharing endeavor. Conversely, others argued that the entrenched
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resistance from Unionists and loyalists would have ultimately thwarted any

attempts at cooperation, regardless of government interventions.

Attempts at Negotiation  

In the wake of the strike's collapse, the government explored new

negotiation pathways, but internal party divisions and a steadfast loyalist

front hampered progress. Though attempts were made to liaise with the IRA,

resulting in tentative ceasefires, violence persisted, predominantly reflecting

an entrenched sectarian mentality that characterized the era.

Concluding Observations  

The failure of the Sunningdale Agreement underscored the deep-rooted

sectarian divides and the complexities inherent in Northern Ireland’s

political landscape. The dissolution of powersharing illustrated the

formidable challenges facing advocates for collaborative governance,

reaffirming a retreat into traditional power structures while sidelining the

potential for cooperative political solutions amidst escalating hostility.
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Chapter 16: The Rees convention

The Rees Convention: A Summary

Overview

The Rees Convention was a pivotal political assembly in Northern Ireland

marked by deep-seated divisions between Unionists, who favored remaining

part of the United Kingdom, and Nationalists, who sought a united Ireland.

Tension escalated due to recent unrest and a strike orchestrated by the Ulster

Workers' Council (UWC), which reinforced the lines of division and

entrenched positions on both sides. Despite calls for compromise, mutual

distrust inhibited any meaningful dialogue.

Election Outcomes

The political landscape shifted dramatically when the United Ulster Unionist

Council (UUUC) emerged victorious in the convention elections, capturing

47 out of 78 seats. This significant win underscored a waning support for

more moderate Unionist figures like Brian Faulkner, whose own faction

garnered less than 8% of the votes, leading to a substantial decline in his

influence among Unionists.
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Attempts at Consensus

In a bid to promote cooperation, British Secretary of State for Northern

Ireland Merlyn Rees initiated modifications to the convention chamber to

facilitate discussions. However, the overwhelming presence of the UUUC

rendered these attempts largely futile. The internal dynamics among

Unionists also complicated matters, as certain members had affiliations with

paramilitary groups, creating a complicated backdrop of loyalty and rivalry.

Political Climate

The political atmosphere was fraught with anxiety and the looming threat of

violence, as many anticipated further deterioration of the situation. The

SDLP, representing nationalist interests, urged the Irish government to brace

for the potential withdrawal of British forces, signaling a deepening rift and

a growing concern about the implications for Unionist ties with Britain.

Unionist Solidarity and Backchannel Talks

Despite these rifts, there were moments of solidarity among Unionist

factions during pivotal votes. Meanwhile, informal discussions with the

SDLP emerged to explore the possibility of a 'voluntary coalition.' This

coalition would involve forming a government led by Unionists while

including SDLP members in the cabinet, reminiscent of wartime
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collaborations that sought to bridge ideological divides.

Ultimate Failure

Ultimately, the UUUC's final report reflected a rigid stance, demanding

exclusive Unionist governance and dismissing the notion of power-sharing.

Nationalists were offered only minimal concessions, leading to other parties

boycotting the discussions altogether. This impasse resulted in a breakdown

of negotiations. Despite Rees's encouragement for further contemplation of

options, the lack of consensus led to the convention's dissolution in March

1976.

Government Response

Faced with this political deadlock, the British government found itself at a

crossroads. The push for a renewed power-sharing agreement appeared

untenable, while the UUUC's insistence on majority rule was equally

unfeasible. Consequently, the government's approach shifted focus from

political reconciliation to prioritizing security and economic stability,

marked by the appointment of Roy Mason as the new Northern Ireland

Secretary in September 1976. This change signaled a move away from

political solutions amidst escalating tensions.
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Chapter 17 Summary: The violence continues

Summary of Chapter 17: The Violence Continues

Overview of Violence (1975-1976)

The years 1975 and 1976 marked a particularly bloody chapter in the

Northern Ireland conflict, claiming nearly six hundred lives. The Irish

Republican Army (IRA) emerged as the primary perpetrator, responsible for

most of the fatalities. Meanwhile, loyalist paramilitary groups, especially the

Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), also engaged in violent actions. Compared to

earlier years, casualties among British soldiers were notably lower, with

only thirty fatalities reported during this period compared to over two

hundred previously.

Civilian Casualties and Attacks

Both the IRA and loyalist factions, particularly the UVF, instigated

numerous brutal attacks that inflicted significant civilian casualties. Among

the most devastating events was the IRA's ambush on a group of Protestant

workmen in Kingsmills, which resulted in ten deaths. In late 1975, the

Balcombe Street gang's violent activities in London claimed the lives of

fifteen individuals, further heightening tensions and fear.
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Sectarian Violence

The violence often took on a stark sectarian dimension, with loyalist groups

brazenly targeting the Catholic community. A grim example of this occurred

in October 1975 when the UVF engaged in a killing spree that left twelve

dead, mainly Catholics, amidst a series of horrific bombings and shootings.

The infamous Shankill Butchers gang, led by the sadistic Lenny Murphy,

became notorious for their particularly brutal sectarian murders, focusing on

Catholic victims and employing gruesome methods.

High-Profile Assassinations

The chapter details critical incidents that escalated tensions, such as the

assassination of British ambassador Christopher Ewart-Biggs in July 1976,

which significantly strained Anglo-Irish relations. Later, in August, the

tragedy of a car accident—caused by an IRA member being

pursued—resulted in the tragic loss of three children, provoking widespread

public outrage and leading to the emergence of the Peace People movement,

which sought to promote non-violence and reconciliation.

The Peace People Movement

The Peace People, founded by relatives of victims, including Anne Maguire,
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gained substantial momentum and international recognition, symbolizing a

public call for peace. However, despite its initial success, the movement

faced internal conflicts and criticism which ultimately hindered its long-term

influence. Anne Maguire endured profound psychological trauma following

the deaths of her children, a struggle that tragically culminated in her suicide

years later.

End of the Violent Phase

Towards the end of 1976 and into 1977, the intensity of violence began to

wane, with a marked decrease in the death toll. Of the approximately 3,600

fatalities throughout the Troubles—a term for this period—half occurred

during the initial five years, heavily impacted by internment strategies.

While violence subsided somewhat, it continued to linger, foreshadowing

the complex and ongoing challenges ahead in the pursuit of lasting peace in

Northern Ireland.
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Chapter 18 Summary: From Castlereagh to Warren
point 1977-79

Summary of Chapter 18: From Castlereagh to Warrenpoint (1977-79)

Introduction  

This chapter delves into Northern Ireland’s tumultuous landscape from 1977

to 1979, emphasizing the contrasting leadership of Roy Mason, the new

Northern Ireland Secretary, against his predecessor, Merlyn Rees. This

period is pivotal as it marks a transition in strategies dealing with the

Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA) and the broader political conflict.

Leadership Transition  

Merlyn Rees struggled with the complexities of Northern Ireland's political

strife, appearing fatigued and ineffective. His conciliatory strategies had

provided little resolution, prompting a shift when Roy Mason took office.

Mason, with a strong military background, adopted a hardline stance,

reversing Rees’s pacifying approaches in favor of a confrontational strategy

aimed at decisively defeating the IRA.

Mason’s Strategy  
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Mason’s policies focused on bolstering security and implementing economic

measures to undermine the IRA rather than pursuing political negotiations.

He dismissed the prospect of power-sharing agreements, a move that

disenchanted local politicians who sought dialogue as a path to peace.

Unionist Sentiments and the Second Strike  

Unionist groups felt a dual sense of victory in their rejection of the

Sunningdale Agreement, which had sought to establish power-sharing, and

frustration due to their inability to reassert majority rule. In 1977, they

attempted a second strike, reminiscent of the United Workers' Coalition

(UWC) strike of 1974, but internal divisions plagued their efforts, leading to

a lack of widespread support.

Outcomes of the Second Strike  

The strike, commenced on May 2, quickly encountered resistance from the

authorities. Mason's rapid and proactive countermeasures, markedly

different from past experiences, resulted in the strike's failure and showcased

a waning influence of loyalist paramilitary groups.

Violence and Security Changes  
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A notable reduction in violence during 1977 can be attributed to Mason's

stringent security policies. He promoted a framework of "criminalisation,"

viewing paramilitary activities as criminal rather than political, and

enhanced the roles of local security forces, aiming to shift public perception

of the conflict.

Political Rifts and Republican Strategy  

The Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) voiced dissatisfaction with

Mason's security-first approach, fearing it undermined meaningful political

discourse. Concurrently, the republican movement saw a generational shift,

with younger leaders advocating for a strategic approach that sought to wear

down British resolve through attrition.

Incidents of Violence  

The La Mon bombing in 1978, resulting in civilian casualties, intensified

public outrage toward the IRA and inflicted significant damage on its image,

presenting a propaganda dilemma. Although a decrease in violence was

anticipated, the IRA adapted its tactics to target broader economic concerns.

Thatcher Government and Escalation  

The chapter culminates with the onset of the Thatcher government and
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significant incidents like the Warrenpoint ambush and the assassination of

Lord Mountbatten, representing a tumultuous escalation in the conflict.

While Mason's leadership saw reduced violence, disillusionment pervaded as

hopes for a political resolution waned amid the relentless strife.

Conclusion  

This period, characterized by a decline in violence and shifting political

dynamics, ultimately laid the groundwork for the continued instability and

turmoil that Northern Ireland would face in the subsequent years.
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Chapter 19 Summary: The hungerstrikes 1980-81

### The Hunger Strikes: 1980-81

#### Introduction to the Context

In 1980, Northern Ireland experienced a period of relative calm, with lower

levels of violence compared to previous years. This tranquility coincided

with a failed political conference led by Humphrey Atkins, intended to

address devolution. However, significant internal strife within the Social

Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) surfaced as leaders Gerry Fitt and

Paddy Devlin resigned. Their departures indicated a shift from socialist

ideals toward a stronger emphasis on nationalism, reflecting a broader

evolution in the political landscape.

#### Political Dynamics

The disarray from the Atkins conference left many feeling disillusioned, as it

did not generate any substantial political momentum. Unionist leader James

Molyneaux’s decision to boycott the conference underscored a hardened

stance against negotiations with nationalists. The British government's

unwillingness to consider an Irish dimension in the political talks further

polarized factions, creating an atmosphere ripe for conflict.

#### Rise in Violence and H-Block Protests
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While 1980 saw a decline in overall violence, loyalist groups, notably the

Ulster Defence Association (UDA), began specifically targeting prominent

republicans, heightening tensions within communities. At the same time,

discontent grew over the treatment of paramilitary prisoners in the H-blocks

of Long Kesh prison. The withdrawal of special category status for these

inmates led to intense protests, including what became known as the “dirty

protest,” where prisoners refused to wear prison uniforms, seeking to draw

attention to their dire conditions.

#### The First Hunger Strike

In late 1980, republican prisoners resorted to hunger strikes as a desperate

plea to regain their special status. Initially met with skepticism from

republican leadership, seven prisoners ultimately began the strike. However,

miscommunication and a premature conclusion to the strike revealed that the

prisoners failed to secure any significant concessions, marking it as a

strategic setback.

#### The Second Hunger Strike

The second hunger strike began in March 1981, spearheaded by Bobby

Sands. This strike sought to apply greater pressure on the British

government and quickly polarized public opinion across Northern Ireland,

accentuating existing divides. Sands’ election as a Member of Parliament

during the protest was a watershed moment for Sinn Féin, signaling a

growing political engagement among republicans.
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#### Escalation of Conflict

The death of Bobby Sands on May 5, 1981, transformed him into a symbol

of martyrdom for republicanism, fueling public outrage and sparking

large-scale protests. His passing precipitated a sharp increase in violence

across Northern Ireland, further fracturing community relations. The British

government’s steadfast refusal to yield only intensified the resolve of the

prisoners, resulting in continued sacrifices.

#### Aftermath and Consequences

The hunger strikes marked a critical juncture in the political and social

landscape of Northern Ireland. Although the IRA prisoners perceived their

struggle as a failure, the strikes inadvertently restored political status to

imprisoned militants and galvanized new support for the republican cause.

Republican leader Gerry Adams noted that, despite the toll it took, the

experience revitalized their efforts and led to significant electoral victories

for Sinn Féin. Ultimately, the hunger strikes reshaped the narrative of the

conflict, deepening societal divisions while thrusting the republican

movement into the forefront of political discourse.
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Chapter 20: Anglo-Irish accord 1982-85

Anglo-Irish Accord 1982-85: Overview

The years following 1981 witnessed a surge of violence and political

maneuvering in Northern Ireland, triggered by the aftermath of hunger

strikes that highlighted the plight of prisoners. The Irish Republican Army

(IRA) intensified its bombings in England, prompting aggressive

countermeasures from security forces, setting a turbulent backdrop for

subsequent events.

Notable Incidents and Violence

The conflict saw a series of devastating attacks that exacerbated societal

tensions. On July 20, 1982, the IRA executed two well-coordinated attacks

in London parks, resulting in the deaths of 11 soldiers and provoking

widespread public outrage. This incident underscored the escalating brutality

of the conflict. Later, in December 1983, a bomb at Harrods, the iconic

London department store, inflicted civilian casualties and marked a strategic

setback for the IRA.

During this period, the Irish National Liberation Army (INLA), another
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paramilitary group, was active. Known for its internal feuds and violent

operations, the INLA was implicated in the Ballykelly bar bombing in

December 1982, which claimed 17 lives, and an attack on a Pentecostal

church in 1983 that resulted in further casualties. These events illustrated not

only the external struggles of the groups but also the destructive

consequences of their internal conflicts.

The violence was deeply personal, as sectarian attacks claimed innocent

victims. For instance, the killing of Francis McCluskey, a Catholic targeted

in a loyalist assault, underscored the tragic human cost of the ongoing

sectarian strife.

Security Reactions and Controversies

In response to the escalating violence, security forces implemented tactical

units and adopted controversial measures such as the "shoot-to-kill" policy,

which led to numerous deaths under dubious circumstances and raised

significant ethical questions. Additionally, the use of the "supergrass"

system allowed authorities to incentivize former paramilitaries to testify

against their peers, a tactic fraught with legal and human rights implications,

leading to increased distrust within communities.

Political Developments
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Amidst this violence, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher's government

grappled with its response. Initially favoring a moderate approach through

figures like James Prior, Thatcher faced substantial backlash from her party

and nationalist factions. As Sinn Féin—a political party advocating for Irish

nationalism—garnered public support and electoral success, Thatcher

pivoted to a more hardline strategy.

This shift culminated in the 1985 negotiation of the Anglo-Irish Agreement

between Thatcher and Irish leader Garret FitzGerald. The agreement

represented a significant turning point, fostering cooperation between the

UK and Irish governments to address the profound challenges of the

Northern Irish conflict.

Conclusion

The tumultuous years from 1982 to 1985 catalyzed pivotal shifts in

Anglo-Irish relations and Northern Ireland's political landscape. The

interplay of violent confrontations and key political initiatives highlighted

the complexities of the conflict, setting the stage for future dialogues about

peace and governance in a fractured society.
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Chapter 21 Summary: Anglo-Irish Agreement

### Anglo-Irish Agreement Overview

The Anglo-Irish Agreement, signed in November 1985 by British Prime

Minister Margaret Thatcher and Irish Taoiseach Garret FitzGerald, marked a

pivotal moment in the governance of Northern Ireland. It established a

framework for the Republic of Ireland to have a consultative role in

Northern affairs, signaling an acknowledgment of the complexities

surrounding Northern Ireland's status. A crucial aspect of the agreement was

the commitment from both governments that any change to Northern

Ireland's status would require the consent of the majority of its population,

thereby recognizing the delicate balance of power and identity in the region.

### Key Features of the Agreement

Central to the agreement were the intricate structures it introduced, including

an intergovernmental conference co-chaired by officials from London and

Dublin. This body was tasked with addressing issues related to Northern

Ireland, supported by a secretariat based in Belfast. Although the Republic

of Ireland was granted no executive authority over Northern Ireland, both

governments pledged to make concerted efforts to resolve their differences,

indicating a shared intent to stabilize and improve conditions in the region.
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### Reactions to the Agreement

The agreement ignited significant backlash from unionists, who viewed it as

a violation of their rights and an undermining of British interests in Northern

Ireland. They felt that their position was compromised, particularly since the

agreement was reached without their consultation. Unionist leader James

Molyneaux’s decision to withdraw from negotiations was viewed by some

as a strategic error, as it neglected the necessity for improved relations with

Dublin and overlooked the broader issue of Catholic alienation.

### Shift in Nationalist Perspective

Over time, the perspective of constitutional nationalists began to evolve.

Moving away from a rigid desire for separation, they started advocating for

reconciliation and accommodation with unionists, recognizing that true Irish

unity could only be achieved with the consent of the Protestant community.

This shift reflected a growing understanding of the need for collaboration

and mutual respect between the communities in Northern Ireland.

### Unionist Opposition and Protests

In response to the agreement, unionist opposition erupted in large-scale

rallies, political boycotts, and violent protests marked by clashes with law
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enforcement. This turmoil stemmed from a profound anxiety regarding their

political identity and future. Unionist protests highlighted feelings of trauma

and a deep-rooted fear that the agreement jeopardized their status within the

United Kingdom, leading to intimidation campaigns against police and other

representatives of authority.

### Consequences for Political Dynamics

The unionist backlash had notable political consequences, including losses

in by-elections and a growing sense of marginalization within the political

landscape. Republican factions also faced a reckoning as they recognized the

agreement signaled a notable shift in British policy, prompting debates

regarding its ramifications for their own strategies moving forward.

### Conclusion

The Anglo-Irish Agreement was a critical juncture in the political landscape

of Northern Ireland. It symbolized an attempt at partnership between the

British and Irish governments while simultaneously acting as a catalyst for

unionist anxiety and further protests. Although the agreement aimed for

reconciliation between the two communities, it inadvertently intensified

existing divisions and conflict, ultimately underscoring the complexities of

Northern Irish politics.
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Chapter 22 Summary: Enniskillen, Libya & bombs in
England 1986-93

Enniskillen, Libya & Bombs in England: 1986-93

Anglo-Irish Agreement Concerns  

The announcement of the Anglo-Irish Agreement ignited apprehension

among republicans, chiefly due to its implications for security and the

potential for enhanced surveillance of the IRA's operations, particularly in

border regions. This development raised fears of republicanism becoming

marginalized as relations between the UK and Ireland improved. In response

to this shifting political landscape, traditional republican ideologies began a

gradual shift away from the insistence on violence as a strategy. A pivotal

moment occurred when Sinn Fein, the political arm of the IRA, chose to

abandon its abstentionist policy—historically refusing to participate in the

UK Parliament—following a significant vote in favor. This marked a crucial

evolution in the republican strategy towards potential engagement in

political dialogue.

Violence and Political Climate (Late 1980s - Early 1990s)  

The backdrop of the late 1980s and early 1990s was characterized by
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heightened political tensions and an escalation in violence. The Unionist

community stood firmly against the Anglo-Irish Agreement, while

nationalists faced growing disillusionment as promised reforms failed to

materialize. Concurrently, the IRA intensified its insurgency, bolstered by

substantial arms transfers from Libya, dramatically escalating their

operational capacity. Notable incidents, including the Enniskillen bombing,

underscored the tragic toll of IRA actions on civilians, provoking

widespread public condemnation and presenting a severe public relations

challenge for the republican movement.

Spiraling Violence (1988-90)  

This period saw an alarming surge in reprisals from both loyalist and

republican groups, fostering an escalating cycle of violence rooted in state

security actions and perceived injustices. The tragic Teebane bombings and

high-profile assassinations marked a dark phase, as both sides unleashed

brutal tactics. The IRA's introduction of strategies like the "human bomb"

further amplified terror, adding complexity to an already volatile atmosphere

and deepening the community's divisions.

Continuing Attacks and Political Attempts (1991-92)  

In the early 1990s, violence persisted relentlessly, with the IRA launching

attacks against military personnel and civilians alike. In an effort to address
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the escalating conflict, government officials, notably Peter Brooke, initiated

political dialogues aimed at involving various factions in discussions.

Unfortunately, these negotiations struggled to gain momentum, as violence

continued unabated. Devastating bombings, particularly targeting civilian

areas in Warrington and Bishopsgate, ignited public uproar and further

alienated the IRA from the mainstream populace.

The Outbreak of the Peace Process  

Amid the ongoing violence, hints of a developing dialogue began to emerge,

laying the groundwork for what would eventually evolve into a

comprehensive peace process. Initiatives aimed at isolating extremist

factions from legitimate political discourse were undertaken, although

reconciling the differing political visions of the communities presented

significant challenges. The continuous toll of violence served as an urgent

reminder of the necessity for resolution, bolstering public demand for peace

in the face of harrowing loss and tragedy.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Peace process 1993-94

### Peace Process 1993-94

The early 1990s were pivotal for Northern Ireland as the peace process

emerged, fundamentally altering both its political landscape and relations

between the UK and Ireland. Central to this evolution was the 1985

Anglo-Irish Agreement, which initiated a reevaluation among republican

factions, including Sinn Fein. Increasing IRA violence during the late 1980s

coincided with declining public support for Sinn Fein, prompting leaders to

seek dialogue and resolution amidst turmoil.

### Hume-Adams Talks

A significant breakthrough occurred in April 1993 when John Hume, a

respected nationalist politician, met with Gerry Adams, then the president of

Sinn Fein. This meeting unveiled a clandestine communication channel that

linked previously opposing factions. Despite public disapproval, Hume's

willingness to engage Adams led to numerous secret negotiations involving

key players from the British and Irish governments. This marked the

beginning of an unconventional alliance focused on achieving a lasting

peace.
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### Historical Context

John Hume, known for his advocacy of consent and inclusion in the political

discourse of Northern Ireland, had gained considerable influence within the

nationalist community. Throughout the peace talks, he faced backlash from

those who questioned his approach to engaging with Adams. However,

Hume maintained that reconciliation and understanding between the

communities were essential for progress.

### Developments and Agreements

The conversations between Hume, Adams, and government officials

culminated in the Downing Street Declaration in December 1993. This

landmark agreement reinforced the principle of self-determination

accompanied by the need for consent from the people of Northern Ireland.

Importantly, it refrained from establishing a firm timeline for British

withdrawal, instead aiming for a balanced approach that catered to both

nationalist and unionist concerns, thus maintaining political equilibrium.

### Impact of Violence

The trajectory toward peace was fraught with violence, including the brutal

Shankill Road and Greysteel attacks that claimed many lives and deepened

societal tensions. Nonetheless, these tragic events invigorated community
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support for political leaders committed to the peace process, illustrating a

public longing for resolution despite the surrounding chaos.

### Back-channel Communications

Behind the scenes, a critical back-channel existed between the British

government and republicans, facilitating ongoing dialogue even amid

escalating violence. This discreet communication was essential to navigating

the complex landscape of public and private discussions aimed at reaching a

peaceful resolution.

### Ceasefire Announcement

On August 31, 1994, the IRA announced a momentous ceasefire, marking a

significant halt to nearly 25 years of armed conflict. This event was

celebrated in nationalist communities, symbolizing hope for a new era.

However, uncertainty lingered regarding the durability of this cessation, as

the potential for lasting peace hung in the balance, setting the stage for an

evolving and transformative chapter in Northern Ireland’s history.
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Chapter 24: Decommissioning, Docklands & Drumcree
1994-96

### Decommissioning, Docklands & Drumcree 1994-96

#### Overview of the Ceasefire Development

The IRA's announcement of a ceasefire in 1994 created a complex landscape

of reactions across Northern Ireland. While nationalist leaders, including

Irish Prime Minister Reynolds, viewed the ceasefire as a potential turning

point for peace, Unionist politicians, particularly those like Ian Paisley,

expressed skepticism. Amidst this atmosphere of cautious optimism, loyalist

paramilitary groups adopted a similar stance by declaring their own ceasefire

and publicly acknowledging the consequences of their earlier violence. This

marked a significant ideological shift for loyalist factions, with the

emergence of the Progressive Unionist Party, which sought to integrate

political strategies into their agenda.

#### Political Reactions and Developments

The ceasefire's reception varied sharply within the community. Unionist

leaders were divided; some were staunchly opposed to engaging with

republicans, while grassroots members harbored more conciliatory views.

Conversely, within the republican movement, initial enthusiasm waned as

frustrations grew over the British government's reluctance to initiate
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substantive talks. Notably, the establishment of the Forum for Peace and

Reconciliation in Dublin aimed to bring republican voices into the political

fold, highlighting a stark contrast with London's guarded stance toward these

developments.

#### The Decommissioning Dilemma

As the ceasefire unfolded, one pressing issue overshadowed discussions: the

decommissioning of weapons. Both the British and Irish governments

insisted on arms surrender as a condition for meaningful negotiations, a

concept that republican leaders resisted fiercely, perceiving it as an

acknowledgment of defeat. The political scene shifted notably with John

Bruton succeeding Reynolds as Taoiseach, adopting a tougher approach

towards Sinn Fein, which further complicated the dialogue regarding

disarmament.

#### Escalating Tensions and Drumcree

Mid-1995 saw a resurgence of tensions during the loyalist marching season,

culminating in the Drumcree confrontation. This significant event favored

the Orange Order, illustrating a growing hardline sentiment within Unionist

ranks. The election of David Trimble as the leader of the Ulster Unionist

Party signified a notable shift toward a more uncompromising Unionist

stance, raising alarms that the ceasefire was amplifying, rather than

mitigating, Unionist fears and anxieties within the community.
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#### Mitchell and International Involvement

The appointment of Senator George Mitchell to oversee the

decommissioning process symbolized a renewed commitment to

international involvement in the peace efforts. His role came at a critical

juncture as signs of strain in the ceasefire began to surface. Continued

violence from republican factions indicated that, despite political progress,

underlying tensions remained unresolved.

#### Violence Resurfaces and the Future of Peace

The fragile peace faced significant setbacks in early 1996, marked by a

devastating bombing in London that threatened to unravel the ceasefire. The

IRA's return to violence underscored persistent divisions, yet there remained

notable political advancements, exemplified by election results that indicated

strong backing for Sinn Fein, even as public sentiment called for an end to

hostilities. The year was characterized by a tumultuous convergence of

political struggle and resurgence of violence, accentuating the stark

fluctuations between hope and despair in the ongoing peace process in

Northern Ireland.
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Chapter 25 Summary: Drumcree 1996

Drumcree 1996: A Defining Confrontation

Overview of the Event  

The Drumcree dispute ignited in July 1996 amid ongoing tensions related to

Orange Order marches, which celebrate Protestant culture and commemorate

key historical events. Following a successful march in 1995, the stage was

set for conflict as Orange Order members sought to parade through the

predominantly Catholic Garvaghy Road. Each side viewed the parade as

emblematic of their identity and rights, with Protestants seeing it as an

affirmation of their community's status and Catholics perceiving it as an

encroachment on their territory.

Police Response and Community Reaction  

In response to the growing tensions, Sir Hugh Annesley, the Chief Constable

of the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC), issued a ban on the march along

Garvaghy Road to maintain order. Despite this prohibition, congregated

loyalist protesters remained at Drumcree church grounds, leading to

widespread unrest across Northern Ireland. The situation escalated into

violence, marked by roadblocks and public disorder, culminating in tragic
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incidents including the shooting of a Catholic man—a grim reminder of the

deeply entrenched divisions within the region.

Critical Turning Point  

The conflict reached a critical point on July 12, the date when the Orange

Order traditionally holds its parades. With no successful negotiations in

sight and tension reaching a breaking point, Annesley reversed the earlier

ban and permitted the march to proceed. This controversial decision incited

riots in multiple locations, notably in Londonderry, where violence resulted

in another fatality. The reversal seemed to signal a collapse in efforts to

mediate the situation, setting a dangerous precedent for future

confrontations.

Consequences and Analysis  

The fallout from the Drumcree 1996 events highlighted the fragile state of

peace in Northern Ireland. Community relations were severely strained,

fostering bitterness and raising doubts about the region's path toward reform.

Senior police officials warned that the unfolding crisis mirrored the lead-up

to a civil war, deeming the chaos indicative of a larger catastrophe. Although

mainstream paramilitary organizations refrained from escalating violence

dramatically, more fringe groups leveraged the turmoil to justify their

actions, underscoring the precarious balance between peace and conflict in
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the area. The events at Drumcree thus became a poignant symbol of the

complexities and challenges facing Northern Irish society.
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Chapter 26 Summary: The talks continue

### Summary of Chapter 26: The Talks Continue

In Chapter 26, the political atmosphere surrounding the peace negotiations in

Northern Ireland, orchestrated by George Mitchell, becomes increasingly

complex. Initially, the discussions pivoted from a narrow focus on

decommissioning weapons to a more expansive dialogue on various pressing

issues. This shift was met with mixed results; while the talks continued, they

were often lengthy, tedious, and largely unproductive.

David Trimble, the newly appointed leader of the Ulster Unionist Party

(UUP), brought a fresh sense of enthusiasm to the negotiations compared to

his predecessor. However, he faced a precarious political situation. Although

Trimble's party had recently won a plurality of votes—46% in a local forum

election—he struggled against significant resistance from more hardline

Unionist factions, particularly Ian Paisley's Democratic Unionist Party

(DUP), which claimed 43% of the vote. This intense competition within

Unionism left Trimble hesitant to make any concessions on pivotal matters

like decommissioning, especially given Paisley’s historically

uncompromising stance.

The situation escalated further with an IRA attack in October, which targeted
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the army's headquarters in Lisburn. The assault, executed with two vehicles

laden with explosives, resulted in significant casualties, including the first

soldier's death since the ceasefire declared in August 1994. This violent

resurgence underscored the fragile nature of security in the region and

heightened tensions around the negotiation table, prompting a stern reaction

from British Prime Minister John Major. He took the opportunity to publicly

denounce Gerry Adams, the leader of Sinn Féin, amidst growing frustrations

over the deteriorating state of affairs.

As 1996 progressed, the year saw a notable rise in violence—a stark contrast

to the previous year's relative calm. The death toll of twenty-two contrasted

sharply with nine fatalities in 1995, driven by confrontations from both the

IRA and loyalist groups. In an attempt to mitigate the violence, John Hume,

a prominent nationalist leader, proposed a renewed effort to restore a

ceasefire, dubbed 'Hume-Adams Mark 2.' However, Prime Minister Major

rejected the proposal outright, criticizing previous ceasefires as ineffective

and conveying his unwillingness to engage with republican leaders in light

of impending general elections in Britain.

Together, these developments in Chapter 26 reflect the intricate interplay of

political ambition, entrenched rivalries, and the volatile security situation

that continued to challenge the peace process in Northern Ireland, setting the

stage for the tumultuous negotiations ahead.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 1997-2001

Chapter 27: Summary (1997-2001)

Continuation of Violence and Ceasefire  

From 1997 to 2001, Northern Ireland continued to experience violence,

notably highlighted by the IRA's final soldier casualty in the 1990s. In the

lead-up to the May 1997 Westminster general election, the IRA engaged in

destructive acts, disrupting significant events like the Grand National with

small bombings. On the other side, loyalist groups were responsible for

heinous attacks, such as the brutal killing of Robert Hamill, a Catholic man

from Portadown. The general election marked a shift in political power,

resulting in increased representation for nationalists in both Westminster and

local councils, indicating a changing political landscape in the region.

Tony Blair's Influence on the Peace Process  

The appointment of Tony Blair as Prime Minister signaled a turning point in

the peace efforts in Northern Ireland. Despite lingering doubts about whether

the IRA would declare a second ceasefire, Blair took the initiative to

reestablish direct communication with Sinn Fein. This approach led to a

renewed IRA ceasefire announcement in July 1997, albeit met with
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skepticism from the public. Nonetheless, the commitment to ongoing

negotiations persisted, highlighting the complexities tied to the issue of IRA

decommissioning.

Good Friday Agreement  

Amidst ongoing violence, political discussions reached a critical milestone

with the Good Friday Agreement on April 10, 1998. This landmark

document sought to address deep-rooted disputes by outlining power-sharing

arrangements, establishing the requirement for consent regarding any

constitutional change, and ensuring rights for both nationalist and unionist

communities. Although the agreement received widespread acclaim, it faced

significant internal opposition, particularly from Unionist factions concerned

about their political future.

Referendums and Political Division  

The referendums held on May 22, 1998, showcased overwhelming support

for the agreement among nationalists but revealed a contentious divide

among Unionists. This division led to unrest within the Unionist community

regarding the potential consequences of the agreement. While many hailed it

as a historic leap toward achieving peace, it also exposed lingering tribal

divides and dissatisfaction among certain groups within Unionism.
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Unresolved Issues Post-Agreement  

In the aftermath of the agreement, sporadic outbreaks of violence persisted

alongside unresolved matters concerning IRA decommissioning and policing

reforms. Although a new Northern Ireland Assembly was formed, tensions

continued as the Ulster Unionist Party grappled with internal conflicts and

fluctuating public approval.

Political Developments in 2001  

The June 2001 general election saw a decline in Unionist sentiment, with the

Democratic Unionist Party gaining traction, leading to increased

polarization. Facing mounting pressures concerning IRA decommissioning,

David Trimble resigned as First Minister, resulting in further negotiations

and challenges in the peace process. This period was marked by intensified

violence, including the assassination of journalist Martin O'Hagan and unrest

among loyalist groups, culminating in confrontations that threatened the

precarious peace established by previous efforts.

Historical and Sociopolitical Context  

The enduring legacy of historical sectarian divisions and political disparities

continued to challenge the quest for lasting peace in Northern Ireland. The

evolving strategies of republicans and nationalists, combined with changing
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demographics, suggested potential political realignments. However, the path

toward reconciliation and stability remained deeply complex and fraught

with uncertainty. The Good Friday Agreement, while heralded as a

significant achievement, laid bare the intricate dynamics impacting Northern

Ireland's past and its future trajectory.
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Chapter 28: 1981

Chapter 28 Summary

Overview of Events in 1981

The year 1981 was marked by heightened political tensions in Northern

Ireland, beginning with a significant boycott of the Atkins conference by

James Molyneaux, the leader of the Ulster Unionist Party. Initial discussions

between British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and Irish Taoiseach

(Prime Minister) Charles Haughey hinted at a possible improvement in

Anglo-Irish relations. However, this glimmer of hope was overshadowed by

violence, including the assassination of Dr. Miriam Daly, a prominent

republican activist, and numerous deaths arising from intercommunal strife,

particularly surrounding the anniversary of internment — a controversial

practice of detaining suspected republican sympathizers without trial.

The Hunger Strikes

A pivotal event in 1981 was the series of hunger strikes undertaken by

prisoners in the H-blocks of the Maze Prison, where they fought for special

category status, which would grant them recognition akin to political

prisoners. Bobby Sands, a leader within the Irish Republican Army (IRA),
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became the symbol of this struggle. His hunger strike lasted 66 days and

ended with his tragic death, provoking mass funerals and sparking a further

wave of hunger strikes among fellow prisoners. Sands’s death not only

galvanized public support but also resulted in a significant political shift, as

he was elected to the British Parliament, signaling an increase in Sinn Féin’s

political prominence.

Political Developments

The latter half of 1981 saw the creation of the Anglo-Irish Intergovernmental

Council, an initiative aimed at finding collaborative political solutions to the

ongoing conflict. Meanwhile, James Prior succeeded the previous Northern

Ireland Secretary, the late Humphrey Atkins, and began implementing

notable concessions regarding prisoner rights amid continuing violence from

both the IRA and loyalist groups, which included several high-profile

murders.

Escalation in 1982

As 1982 began, Northern Ireland grappled with both electoral changes and

further violence, including bombings claimed by the IRA that resulted in the

deaths of soldiers and civilians alike. In this environment of unrest, political

proposals emerged to establish an assembly with devolved powers to create

more localized governance, yet the violent attacks and political
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assassinations underscored the fragility of the peace process.

Shift in Power: 1983-1984

The following years, particularly 1983, brought the establishment of the

New Ireland Forum, which aimed to explore potential political solutions for

the region. This initiative was met with significant opposition from the

British government, particularly regarding calls for international inquiries

into the troubles in Northern Ireland, leading to further unrest manifesting in

continued bombings and civilian casualties.

A dramatic incident in this period was a mass escape from the Maze prison,

intensifying the already fraught political atmosphere. Discussions stemming

from the New Ireland Forum ultimately generated controversy, as British

responses largely dismissed crucial recommendations, engendering a sense

of disillusionment among certain factions seeking peace.

Final Remarks

By the conclusion of 1984, the cyclical nature of violence was palpably felt

with assassination attempts on political figures and significant bombings that

reverberated across the British political landscape. These incidents served as

stark reminders of the deepening divides and unresolved conflicts that

continued to plague Northern Ireland, reflecting the persistent struggle for a
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resolution amid haunting legacies of division.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 29 Summary: 1985

Summary of Chapter 29: Key Events of 1985

The year 1985 was pivotal in the ongoing conflict in Northern Ireland,

marked by escalating violence, political maneuvers, and significant shifts in

governance.

February began on a contentious note with the U.S. government denying

 a visa to Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein leader known for his links to the Irish

Republican Army (IRA). In a bid for dialogue, moderate nationalist John

Hume attempted to engage with IRA members; however, he withdrew when

they insisted on recording their conversation, underscoring the deep distrust

between politicians and paramilitary groups. This month also saw tragic

losses with three IRA members killed by British soldiers in Strabane,

County Tyrone, and a devastating IRA mortar attack in Newry, County

Down, resulting in the deaths of nine Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC)

officers.

As spring approached, May brought electoral success for Sinn Fein,

 which won 59 council seats. This success led to heightened tensions, with

Unionist meetings experiencing significant disruptions. Additionally,

violence escalated again as four RUC officers lost their lives in an IRA
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bombing in Killeen, County Armagh.

In the summer, July witnessed large-scale loyalist riots, primarily

 sparked by the rerouting of a contentious parade in Portadown. The unrest

resulted in aggressive attacks on homes of police families, leading many

RUC personnel to feel compelled to move for their safety.

The political landscape shifted again in August when influential Unionist

 leaders, including David Molyneaux and Ian Paisley, met with Prime

Minister Margaret Thatcher at Downing Street. Such meetings highlight the

ongoing dialogue (or lack thereof) between the British government and

Unionist representatives.

As the year progressed, from September to December, significant changes

 unfolded. Tom King succeeded Douglas Hurd as Northern Ireland

Secretary, marking a shift in British policy towards the region. A landmark

moment occurred on November 15 when Thatcher and Irish Prime Minister

Garret FitzGerald signed the Anglo-Irish Agreement. This agreement

established a framework for collaboration between the British and Irish

governments and afforded the latter a consultative role in Northern Ireland,

further complicating the political landscape.

The aftermath of the agreement was tumultuous. Loyalist backlash

culminated in an assault on Tom King at Belfast's City Hall, reflecting the
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volatile atmosphere among the Unionists. In protest against the Anglo-Irish

Agreement, around 100,000 Unionists gathered in Belfast, which illustrated

the widespread dissatisfaction within that community. Additionally, all

fifteen Unionist Members of Parliament resigned in protest, prompting a

series of by-elections that further destabilized the political climate.

In summary, Chapter 29 captures a critical year in Northern Ireland's

troubles, emphasizing the interplay between increasing paramilitary

violence, changing political alliances, and the intense reactions from various

factions in response to evolving governance structures.
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Chapter 30 Summary: 1986

Summary of Chapter 30: Events in Northern Ireland (1986-1987)

This chapter provides an overview of the complex political and social

landscape in Northern Ireland during 1986 and early 1987, a period marked

by escalating violence and growing tensions between nationalist and

unionist communities.

February to May 1986  

The chapter begins with a notable political shift as the Social Democratic

and Labour Party (SDLP), a nationalist party advocating for civil rights and

political solutions, gains momentum by winning a second Westminster seat,

thanks to Seamus Mallon's victory in Newry-Armagh. Meanwhile, the Irish

government aims to strengthen its stance against terrorism by signing the

European Convention on Terrorism. Unionist leaders, including Ian Paisley

and James Molyneaux, face criticism following discussions with British

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, which alienates parts of their base.

Tensions rise significantly during a Unionist day of action, leading to

widespread disruption and rioting, particularly in Portadown, where violent

clashes between the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) and loyalists erupt.
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Loyalist paramilitary groups increase their attacks on Catholic

neighborhoods, resulting in tragic fatalities and deepening sectarian divides.

In response to the growing unrest, the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP)

withdraws from its alliance with the Conservative Party, signaling a shift in

political strategy. Chief Constable of the RUC, Sir Hugh Orde Hermon,

publicly condemns the violence and criticizes politicians for their

connections with paramilitary organizations. Against this tumultuous

backdrop, the Northern Ireland Assembly is dissolved, reflecting a collapse

in political consensus.

June to July 1986  

In the following months, controversy surrounds the inquiry into the RUC's

'shoot-to-kill' policy, leading to the removal (and later reinstatement) of

investigator John Stalker. Political discord continues as a physical standoff

occurs during an assembly session, resulting in the removal of 22 members

by police forces. Despite ongoing riots, the Portadown Orangemen, a group

representing loyalist interests, eventually accept a compromise route for

their marches, showcasing a potential opening for dialogue amid unrest.

August to December 1986  

The political climate grows even more volatile as the Irish Republican Army

(IRA) broadens its list of "legitimate targets," heightening fears among
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unionists. Meanwhile, DUP deputy leader Peter Robinson faces legal

repercussions for his involvement in a protest against the Anglo-Irish

Agreement, which sought to involve the Irish government in Northern Irish

affairs to promote peace. Sinn Féin, the political wing of the IRA, decides to

allow its elected members to take their seats in the Dáil, Ireland's parliament,

signaling a shift towards engagement in political processes.

Paramilitary activity escalates, with the Ulster Defence Association (UDA)

launching bombings in Dublin and the formation of Ulster Resistance, a

group opposed to the Anglo-Irish Agreement. A large protest rally against

the Agreement results in extensive property damage, illustrating the depth of

discontent. Furthermore, British Prime Minister Thatcher announces the

repeal of the Flags and Emblems Act, while Ian Paisley faces expulsion from

the European Parliament due to his actions. The chapter culminates in

violence when an IRA bomb destroys the RUC station on Lisburn Road,

underscoring the pervasive conflict.

January 1987  

The chapter concludes with an assassination attempt on DUP politician

David Calvert by the Irish National Liberation Army (INLA), reflecting the

ongoing danger to political figures amidst the turmoil. Peter Robinson is

fined for participating in an unlawful assembly in Dublin, and the UDA

releases a political manifesto outlining its aims, indicating a shift toward
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more structured political engagement by loyalist groups.

Overall, this chapter encapsulates a critical period of upheaval in Northern

Ireland, characterized by intense political maneuvering, social strife, and the

persistent shadow of paramilitary violence, setting the stage for future

developments in the conflict.
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Chapter 31 Summary: 1987

Chapter 31 Summary: Key Events of 1987-1988

This chapter delves into a particularly tumultuous period in Northern

Ireland, marked by intense political maneuvering and escalating violence

between various factions amidst the backdrop of the ongoing Troubles, a

conflict stemming from ethno-nationalist tensions.

February - November 1987: Political Developments and Violence

The chapter opens with the introduction of the Common Sense document,

which proposed a devolved government with power-sharing, aiming to

bridge the divide between nationalists (who generally seek unification with

the Republic of Ireland) and unionists (who wish to remain part of the

United Kingdom). However, this initiative was met with resistance,

particularly from unionist groups, including the Ulster Defence Association

(UDA), who reacted violently with bombings across the Republic of Ireland.

During this time, significant political activity transpired, such as the delivery

of a staggering 400,000-signature petition advocating for a referendum on

the Anglo-Irish Agreement, which sought to establish a framework for

British-Irish relations. Key unionist figures, including Ian Paisley and Jim
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Molyneaux, mobilized to create an alternative plan to counter the agreement.

Violence loomed large over the political landscape—Fianna Fail regained

political control, yet the shadow of bloodshed remains with the casualties

from an IRA bombing that claimed Lord Gibson’s life and the publication

from Sinn Fein advocating for British withdrawal. Noteworthy incidents,

such as an IRA attack at Loughgall that resulted in eight fatalities and an

Enniskillen bombing that killed eleven Protestant civilians, further highlight

the pervasive strife.

December 1987 - January 1988: Legal Shifts and Arms Trade Revelations

As 1988 approached, the political arena shifted with the introduction of a

new extradition bill, aimed at facilitating the return of individuals wanted for

serious offenses, often connected to the Troubles. Amidst this, violence

persisted, including the serious injury of UDA politician George Seawright.

Compounding the tensions, law enforcement agencies arrested UDA

members, unveiling shocking revelations about an arms deal with South

Africa, indicating a broader web of international connections involving

paramilitary funding and support.

February - April 1988: Negotiations Under Strain
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Efforts for dialogue saw figures like John Hume from the Social Democratic

and Labour Party (SDLP) engage directly with Sinn Fein leader Gerry

Adams. However, progress was fraught with tension as military operations

and subsequent civilian casualties deepened the conflict. The narrative on

the ground was punctuated by violent clashes, notably at Milltown cemetery,

indicating a significant escalation in hostilities.

May - August 1988: Continued Violence and Internal Pressures

Continuing into mid-1988, the violence was not confined to Northern

Ireland, as IRA activities sparked incidents across Europe, adding to the

rising toll of military fatalities. Within the SDLP, the pressures of

negotiating with Sinn Fein surfaced, resulting in internal divisions as

ongoing violence cast a long shadow over potential talks.

September - October 1988: Negotiation Stalemate

As the chapter closes, the Sinn Fein-SDLP talks falter without achieving a

breakthrough, primarily due to fundamental disagreements over the role of

violence in the peace process. Political tensions reached a boiling point, as

exemplified by Ian Paisley’s disruptive actions during a papal address,

illustrating the strain and polarization that persisted in the community.

In summary, Chapter 31 portrays a time fraught with political strife, violent
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confrontations, and deeply entrenched sentiments that characterize the

ongoing Troubles. The intertwining narratives of political hope and despair

encapsulate the complex dynamics at play in Northern Ireland during this

challenging era.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 32: 1989

Summary of Chapter 32: 1989 Developments in Northern Ireland

January - May 1989

The year began with John Hume, a prominent figure in the Social

Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP), advocating for greater dialogue

between Unionists (those who wanted to remain part of the UK) and Dublin,

as well as northern nationalists. His vision was to create a new agreement

that surpassed the existing Anglo-Irish Agreement, which had attempted to

address tensions in Northern Ireland by fostering cooperation between the

British and Irish governments.

Simultaneously, Gerry Adams, leader of Sinn Féin, issued warnings to the

Irish Republican Army (IRA) to minimize civilian casualties during their

military operations. A significant event during this period was a series of

meetings held in Duisburg, West Germany, which included representatives

from four Northern Irish parties, signaling a push for political engagement

amid ongoing violence.

Incidents of brutality continued to plague the region, particularly marked by
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the assassinations of solicitor Pat Finucane and Sinn Féin councillor John

Davey by loyalist paramilitaries. The IRA responded to pressures by

launching a campaign in Britain, with a notable bombing at Tern Hill

barracks in Shropshire. Home Secretary Douglas Hurd publicly

acknowledged the growing threat posed by the IRA, emphasizing the

government's commitment to eradicate this threat. Meanwhile, the

Anglo-Irish Intergovernmental Conference, which facilitated dialogue

between the UK and Ireland, decided to ramp up collaborative efforts to

stabilize the situation, although allegations emerged regarding the

involvement of the Ulster Resistance—a loyalist paramilitary group—with

foreign arms dealers.

July - December 1989

As the summer approached, political dynamics shifted with the return of

Fianna Fáil, led by Charles Haughey, to power through a coalition

government. Peter Brooke was appointed Secretary of State for Northern

Ireland, tasked with navigating the complex landscape of IRA relations and

political reconciliation.

Adams continued to affirm his support for the IRA during various public

events, revealing fractures within Noraid (an American Irish support group)

concerning Sinn Féin’s political approach. This turmoil was exacerbated
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when the Ulster Defence Association (UDA), a loyalist group, leaked

sensitive personal information about alleged IRA members, increasing

tensions.

Tragedy struck in Kent, where an IRA bombing led to the deaths of eleven

British military personnel, raising alarms over security. Additionally, the

Stevens inquiry led to arrests among the Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR),

highlighting ongoing scrutiny of security forces.

In a notable legal development, the convictions of the Guildford Four—four

individuals wrongly imprisoned for IRA-related activities—were overturned

by the Court of Appeal, reflecting the judicial system's reevaluation of past

injustices.

Tensions continued to escalate as Adams criticized Cardinal Cahal Daly for

his support of the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC), the police force of

Northern Ireland, while Brooke insisted on the necessity of engaging in talks

with Sinn Féin. Nevertheless, Adams and his deputy Martin McGuinness

reiterated that Sinn Féin was unwilling to negotiate under the condition of an

IRA ceasefire.

Towards the end of the year, discussions surrounding Irish

self-determination gained momentum, with increasing calls for the British

government to avoid a prolonged presence in Northern Ireland. In a bold
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move, Adams pressed for earlier negotiations with Sinn Féin, asserting that

the British government needed to recognize the IRA's enduring strength and

resolve. This combination of political maneuvering, violent outbursts, and

growing demands for inclusivity illustrated the tumultuous landscape of

Northern Ireland as 1989 came to a close.
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Chapter 33 Summary: 1990

Summary of Chapter 33 from "Making Sense of the Troubles" by David

 McKittrick

Political Talks and Unionist Demands (January 1990)  

As the political talks inaugurated by Northern Ireland Secretary Peter

Brooke began to take shape, they were immediately tested by demands from

Unionist factions. They insisted on the suspension of the controversial

Anglo-Irish Agreement—which had facilitated cooperation between the

British and Irish governments over Northern Ireland—and the disbanding of

the Maryfield Secretariat, which assisted in implementing the agreement.

Concurrently, Gerry Adams, leader of Sinn Féin, criticized the Social

Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP) for neglecting the national question in

their political strategy. Meanwhile, Bishop Cahal Daly condemned the Irish

Republican Army (IRA) for its violent tactics, labeling it a "sinister

influence" amid the turbulent landscape. At a Sinn Féin event, the idea of a

pre-talks ceasefire by the IRA was promptly rejected, highlighting the

group's unwillingness to compromise.

Continued Violence and Stances (March - April 1990)  
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The ongoing violence, particularly from the IRA, posed a significant barrier

to the talks. Brooke stated that negotiations could not occur while hostilities

continued, which led to a call from Martin McGuinness, a leading figure in

Sinn Féin, for clearer terms regarding what ‘imaginative steps’ Britain

would offer in exchange for an IRA ceasefire. A pivotal legal ruling from the

Dublin Supreme Court known as the McGimpsey judgement reinforced

claims about Northern Ireland’s status, igniting further debate. Adams hinted

that a ceasefire might be possible if the British government engaged in

discussions about disengagement from Northern Ireland, but the Northern

Ireland Office (NIO) firmly resisted negotiating with what they termed

“terrorists.”

Escalation of Violence (June - September 1990)  

The summer months saw a surge in IRA violence, with notable bombings in

London and the assassination of Ian Gow, a Member of Parliament, through

an IRA bombing. As the violence intensified, Adams reaffirmed the need for

dialogue without preconditions. By September, the frequency of bomb

attacks pointed to the IRA’s unwavering commitment to its campaign, all

while reiterating that a ceasefire was incompatible with the British

withdrawal from Northern Ireland.

Shifts in Political Landscape (October - December 1990)  
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Brooke characterized the IRA as a "parasitic organization," while Adams

disputed the existence of viable alternatives to armed resistance. A

significant shift in the political sphere occurred with the election of Mary

Robinson as President of the Republic of Ireland, a milestone in fostering

cross-border relations. Under mounting pressure, Cahal Daly publicly

critiqued the IRA’s violent campaign, yet in a surprising turn, the IRA

declared a Christmas ceasefire after fifteen years of relentless conflict.

Sinn Féin’s Position (January - February 1991)  

As 1991 dawned, Sinn Féin underwent a notable transformation in

leadership dynamics, with chairman Tom Hartley suggesting that the IRA

could advocate for itself in negotiations. Responding to rumors of a ceasefire

proposal, Adams refuted the claims but expressed Sinn Féin's willingness to

undertake political risks. Despite their readiness to engage, Brooke

continued to reject their overtures unless there was a clear renunciation of

violence, showcasing the ongoing stalemate between the two sides.
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Chapter 34 Summary: 1991

Summary of Chapter 34: Making Sense of the Troubles

1991 Events  

In 1991, the conflict in Northern Ireland escalated, particularly marked by

the IRA's intensified bombing campaigns in London during March and June.

British Prime Minister John Major and his government responded decisively

to these acts of violence. By October, efforts led by British politician Patrick

Brooke aimed to foster dialogue; however, the exclusion of Sinn Fein, the

political wing of the IRA, rendered these discussions ineffective. While key

IRA leaders like Martin McGuinness and Gerry Adams expressed an

openness to peace negotiations, the organization maintained its commitment

to its campaign until a formal acknowledgment of British withdrawal was

recognized.

1992 Developments  

The violence continued into 1992, starting January with major bombings and

a rise in loyalist attacks. Adams and fellow Sinn Fein member Seán Daly

emphasized the importance of including their party in any political

discussions. Throughout the year, violent incidents persisted across both
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England and Northern Ireland, complicating any prospects for peace talks.

By December, the IRA declared a temporary ceasefire for the Christmas

season, prompting Adams to urge the British government to take concrete

actions that could pave the way for a genuine peace process.

1993 Transition  

The year 1993 marked crucial developments in the peace initiative,

beginning with renewed calls from British officials for the IRA to halt its

violence and participate in talks. Secret discussions commenced between

John Hume, a moderate nationalist leader, and Adams, fostering increased

scrutiny towards their efforts. However, ongoing violence, including deadly

attacks, persisted, and in November, the British government rejected the

Hume-Adams initiative. December arrived with the Downing Street

Declaration, a landmark statement that sought major commitments from

both parties while demanding an unconditional end to IRA violence.

1994 Ceasefire  

In a significant turn of events, the IRA announced a complete cessation of

hostilities in August 1994. This announcement opened the door for

exploratory negotiations between Sinn Fein and British officials, indicating a

potential thaw in relations. Restrictions against Sinn Fein were lifted, and

border crossings were reopened, signaling a commitment to collaboration for

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


peace. Despite challenges surrounding violence and demands for

disarmament, the year saw substantive political discussions that illuminated

a possible pathway toward lasting peace in Northern Ireland.

This chapter highlights the intricate political dynamics of the time,

illustrating the fraught struggles among various factions and the gradual shift

towards dialogue, signaling potential resolution to the long-standing conflict.
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Chapter 35 Summary: May Mayhew met Adams in
Washington during Clinton's economic conference.

Summary of Chapter 35

Key Events and Developments (1995)

The chapter begins in the spring of 1995, highlighting significant political

and social events in Northern Ireland during a tumultuous year marked by

shifting alliances and rising tensions.

May and June: The chapter sets the stage by depicting May Mayhew's

 pivotal meeting with Gerry Adams during President Clinton's economic

conference, underscoring the growing international interest in the Northern

Ireland peace process. During this period, Prince Charles's two-day visit to

the Republic of Ireland symbolizes the ongoing royal and diplomatic

engagement in the region. However, the political landscape remains

fractured with Sinn Fein's withdrawal from government discussions,

reflecting deepening divisions. The Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) took

precautionary measures by rerouting an Orange Order march away from the

predominantly nationalist lower Ormeau Road in Belfast, indicating the

volatile atmosphere surrounding traditional events tied to Protestant heritage.
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July: The release of Private Lee Clegg, who had served four years for

 the shooting of a teenage girl, ignited considerable unrest, particularly in

nationalist communities, leading to widespread rioting. Tensions escalated

further when the RUC prevented an Orange march along the contentious

Garvaghy Road, which subsequently led to confrontations. The decision to

later permit a march inflamed sentiments, celebrated by unionist leaders like

Ian Paisley and David Trimble, illustrating the fraught nature of public

demonstrations.

August: In the following weeks, John Hume, a prominent nationalist

 politician, publicly acknowledged the IRA's openness to disarmament if

Sinn Fein was included in peace talks. Meanwhile, Adams conveyed a

willingness to consider 'critical compromises,' showcasing a cautious

readiness to break the deadlock over weapons decommissioning, although

the Combined Loyalist Military Command (CLMC) maintained opposition

to violence. Amidst these discussions, UUP leader Jim Molyneaux resigned,

paving the way for a shift in unionist leadership.

September to December: As summer transitioned to autumn, the

 ongoing dialogues between Adams and Mayhew continued but remained

gridlocked on the issues of negotiations and arms decommissioning. David

Trimble’s election as UUP leader marked a significant change in unionist

representation. Both Trimble and Mayhew reached out to various
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stakeholders, highlighting their aspirations for an international commission

to oversee the decommissioning process. Meanwhile, legislative measures

aimed at restoring sentence remissions for non-life sentences mirrored the

shifting political landscape, while a referendum in the south confirmed the

right to divorce, focusing on civil rights issues.

By September, a proactive initiative for preparatory talks emerged, seeking

to address the contentious topic of arms decommissioning. President

Clinton's high-profile visit to Belfast, culminating in a symbolic handshake

with Adams, signified progress in diplomacy amid public enthusiasm.

Invitations for separate talks were also extended to Northern Ireland parties

by British and Irish governments, suggesting a concerted effort to facilitate

dialogue.

The chapter concludes with the controversial closing of Crumlin Road

prison and a strong statement from unionist leader Peter Robinson, who

insisted on complete disarmament from Sinn Fein before any inclusion in

negotiations. Lastly, the chapter notes an alarming incident where Direct

Action Against Drugs claimed responsibility for the killing of an alleged

drug dealer in Belfast, hinting at possible connections to the IRA, further

illustrating the complex interplay of crime, politics, and paramilitarism in

the ongoing conflict.
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Chapter 36: 1996

Summary of Chapter 36: Making Sense of the Troubles

The year 1996 marked a turbulent yet pivotal time in the Northern Ireland

conflict, as a series of events unfolded that would shape the path towards

peace. In January, despite the IRA's involvement in violent acts, the

Northern Ireland Tourist Board noted an unexpected rise in tourism,

reflecting a complex relationship between conflict and daily life. During this

time, British and Irish ministers engaged with leaders from Sinn Fein, the

political wing of the IRA, and discussions led by the Mitchell Commission

called for concurrent talks aimed at peace and disarmament.

However, the fragile peace was shattered in February when the IRA resumed

hostilities with a bombing in London after an 18-month ceasefire. In

response, the Irish government halted contacts with Sinn Fein, highlighting

the contentious atmosphere. March brought further complications, as the

Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) and the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP)

boycotted negotiations, citing concerns about Sinn Fein's role and the IRA's

refusal to decommission its weapons.

The following months saw escalating tensions manifested through loyalist

riots and significant violence during a controversial Orange Order march,
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which provoked unrest in nationalist areas. By the year's end, despite

ongoing IRA attacks and a complete cessation of engagements between the

Irish government and Sinn Fein, the seeds for future negotiations were being

sown.

As 1997 dawned, the environment remained fraught with violence, including

the tragic killing of an RUC officer. Yet, a new Labour government under

Tony Blair emerged, signaling a potential shift. Blair's administration sought

to facilitate renewed talks, cautiously allowing Sinn Fein leaders entry to the

negotiation table in mid-year. This was a significant development, as

prominent figures like Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness were now

engaging with high-ranking officials, contrasting the earlier isolation of their

party.

Amid these developments, the UUP and Alliance formed coalitions intent on

insisting on decommissioning as a precondition for peace. By October,

formal negotiations were underway, with hopes fragile yet present for an

agreement, particularly given the exclusion of loyalist factions from

discussions.

The year 1998 marked a turning point with sustained negotiations that

culminated in the momentous Good Friday Agreement announced on April

10. This accord aimed to establish a political framework for peace, though it

was met with mixed responses and ongoing sectarian tensions. In the
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following months, the agreement passed with popular support in

referendums, and a new assembly convened, yet instances of violence

persisted, revealing the deep-rooted divisions still at play.

Throughout the rest of 1998 into 1999, challenges continued as key political

actors, including the UUP, pressed for decommissioning to signal genuine

commitment to peace. Amid ongoing unrest, discussions surrounding

governing structures and the role of law enforcement were paramount.

By the end of 1999, efforts to sustain peace yielded the formation of a new

executive, while the Irish government's constitutional position was revisited.

The peace process faced ongoing challenges, but dedicated discussions

regarding disarmament illustrated a collective yearning for a lasting

resolution amidst a backdrop of historical tensions that had plagued the

region for decades.  

This chapter encapsulates a critical period in the Northern Ireland conflict,

where the interplay of violence and political maneuvering shaped the path

towards the Good Friday Agreement, revealing both progress and setbacks

in the quest for peace.
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Chapter 37 Summary: 2000

Chapter 37 Summary: Key Events in Northern Ireland - 2000

The year 2000 was marked by a series of tumultuous events in Northern

Ireland, reflecting ongoing tensions related to the peace process initiated by

the Good Friday Agreement. This chapter outlines incidents that shaped the

political landscape, particularly focusing on decommissioning, violence, and

community responses.

January

The year began with violence as Richard Jameson, a loyalist, was killed in

Portadown amid an escalating feud between the Ulster Volunteer Force

(UVF) and the Loyalist Volunteer Force (LVF). The government’s efforts to

advance decommissioning, as highlighted in De Chastelain's report, were

stalled, with Prime Minister Tony Blair citing insufficient progress. David

Trimble, leader of the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP), threatened to resign if

decommissioning efforts didn’t show improvement before an important

party council meeting in February, while Sinn Féin, the political wing of the

Irish Republican Army (IRA), faced mounting pressure to act.

February
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The situation intensified when Peter Mandelson suspended devolution,

igniting backlash from nationalist factions. In a glimmer of hope, Sinn Féin

announced what they interpreted as steps toward decommissioning by the

IRA, which the government welcomed. However, the discovery of two

bodies related to the ongoing loyalist violence dampened progress as

negotiations to resolve the escalating crisis commenced.

March

Trimble proposed a controversial idea of reforming the executive without

prior IRA decommissioning, provided certain guarantees were made. Facing

internal party strife, he narrowly won a leadership contest against Martin

Smyth. By the end of the month, the Ulster Unionist Council reaffirmed its

position, refusing to re-enter the executive unless the name of the Royal

Ulster Constabulary (RUC) was retained, signifying deep-rooted divisions

over policing issues.

April to May

In an effort to seek compromise, Trimble announced a review concerning

council seats of the Orange Order, aiming to restore stability. Blair worked

towards reinstating devolved government by May 22. In a pivotal move, the

IRA suggested they would place their arms beyond use contingent upon the
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full implementation of the Good Friday Agreement. This proposal prompted

the Ulster Unionist Council to grudgingly approve the return to the

executive, allowing devolution to be restored by late May.

June

The murder of an alleged drug dealer prompted scrutiny over the RUC's role

in community safety. As international monitors inspected IRA arms dumps,

discussions to mitigate rising tensions began across local communities. In

response to fears of violence during the upcoming Orange marching season,

military presence was notably heightened.

July

Tensions escalated dramatically when the Parades Commission banned the

contentious Drumcree march. This decision led to widespread protests and

outbreaks of loyalist violence, effectively shutting down parts of Northern

Ireland. Nonetheless, the region saw peaceful Twelfth of July processions

amidst the unrest.

August

The death of Sir Josias Cunningham, a prominent figure in the Ulster

Unionist Party, was felt deeply within the community. Violence surged in
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Belfast, with a fierce feud emerging between the UVF and the Ulster

Defence Association (UDA). This led to a military deployment aimed at

ensuring public safety, worsened by Johnny Adair's re-arrest for violating

conditions of his release under the Good Friday Agreement.

September to December

As inquests for victims of the tragic Omagh bombing commenced, dissident

republicans heightened their attacks, signaling a continued cycle of violence.

While the year saw a perceived conclusion to the loyalist feud, sectarian

strife remained rampant. President Bill Clinton’s visit to Ireland underscored

international attention on the peace process, even as concerns persisted

regarding the decommissioning of arms. The chapter closed with a grim

report from De Chastelain, indicating that the challenges of reconciliation in

Northern Ireland would continue into the new year. 

In sum, the events of 2000 illustrated the fragility of the peace achieved in

Northern Ireland, as political leaders navigated intense pressures both from

their parties and the broader community.
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Chapter 38 Summary: 2001

2001 Overview

The year 2001 was marked by tensions and developments in Northern

Ireland as the peace process continued to face numerous challenges and

opportunities for progress.

January: Prime Minister Tony Blair visited Belfast to discuss critical

 issues such as decommissioning weapons, reducing military presence, and

reforms in policing. Following Peter Mandelson’s resignation, John Reid

was appointed as the new Northern Ireland Secretary. Meanwhile, a court

ruled that Unionist leader David Trimble had unlawfully barred Sinn Fein

ministers from participating in north-south meetings, a decision he appealed.

February: Bishop Edward Daly, a prominent figure during the

 Troubles, provided testimony to the Saville inquiry, shedding light on the

tragic events of Bloody Sunday, which had a profound impact on Northern

Ireland's history.

March: The year witnessed violence when a car bomb attributed to the

 Real IRA exploded outside a BBC building in London. In response, Blair

and Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern held discussions with local political
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leaders at Hillsborough, aiming to navigate the troubled waters of peace

negotiations.

April: A series of loyalist killings raised the death toll related to feuds

 within loyalist communities to 16 over 17 months. Notably, Martin

McGuinness acknowledged his historical involvement in the Derry IRA

during the events of Bloody Sunday, which invoked discussions about

reconciliation and accountability.

May: Trimble, facing increasing pressure for progress in

 decommissioning, threatened to resign as First Minister if no advancements

were made by July 1. The IRA initiated regular communication with General

John de Chastelain, who was responsible for overseeing the disarmament

process.

June: The political landscape changed as the Ulster Unionist Party

 (UUP) lost three Westminster seats, while the Democratic Unionist Party

(DUP) and Sinn Fein gained traction in the general elections, indicating

shifting allegiances among the electorate.

July: Facing mounting political pressure, Trimble's resignation as First

 Minister triggered new negotiations at Weston Park. The situation escalated

with rioting in Ardoyne and north Belfast, where two youths were shot by

loyalist forces, underscoring the fragility of the peace process.
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August: General de Chastelain accepted a decommissioning proposal

 from the IRA, which Trimble ultimately rejected, deepening the impasse.

As negotiations stalled, Reid suspended the Good Friday Agreement

temporarily for further talks. Additionally, three Irish republicans were

arrested in Colombia, linked to FARC, raising concerns about international

involvement in Irish issues.

September: A loyalist protest against Catholic schoolgirls attending

 school drew international condemnation. John Hume, a significant figure in

the Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP), announced his retirement,

citing health concerns. As tensions escalated, another assembly suspension

was issued, with Trimble threatening to pull UUP ministers from the

government.

October: Reid announced the end of ceasefires by the Ulster Defence

 Association (UDA), Ulster Freedom Fighters (UFF), and the Loyalist

Volunteer Force (LVF), prompting the resignation of three Unionist

ministers. However, substantial decommissioning by the IRA led to the

reintegration of Unionist ministers into the assembly.

November: The Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) badge was replaced

 as the police transitioned to the Police Service of Northern Ireland,

symbolizing a shift towards a more inclusive policing ethos. Trimble was

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


re-elected as First Minister with the backing of non-Unionist allies, while

Mark Durkan from the SDLP became deputy first minister. Despite these

successes, tensions remained palpable, particularly during debates around

the Holy Cross school protests. The Gaelic Athletic Association (GAA)

abolished Rule 21, which had previously barred security forces from

membership.

December: The year closed with Chief Constable Sir Ronnie Flanagan

 announcing his retirement plans amidst mounting scrutiny of police actions,

particularly regarding the Omagh bombing investigation, which drew

criticism from Police Ombudsman Nuala O'Loan. The murder of William

Stobie, linked to the notorious killing of lawyer Pat Finucane, tragically

highlighted ongoing violence. The new Policing Board approved a fresh

badge for the police, aiming to signal a new era. Lastly, Gerry Adams, the

Sinn Fein leader, faced backlash for his visit to Cuba to meet Fidel Castro,

underscoring the tensions within the peace process and the complexity of

Northern Ireland's political landscape.
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