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About the book

In "Mighty Be Our Powers," Leymah Gbowee shares her powerful personal

journey against the backdrop of the Liberian civil war, a devastating conflict

that altered the lives of countless citizens and left the country in ruins. From

her initial experiences as a young woman grappling with the trauma of war,

Gbowee transforms into a relentless advocate for peace. 

Amid the violence and despair, she recognizes the necessity of unity among

women who have been deeply affected by the war. Her compelling narrative

showcases how she successfully brings together a diverse coalition of

Christian and Muslim women, highlighting the strength that arises from their

shared experiences of suffering and resilience. This coalition evolves into

the formidable Liberian Mass Action for Peace, a grassroots movement

advocating for an end to the conflict through various strategies, including

powerful protests and the audacious tactic of a sex strike. This strike serves

as a poignant tool to draw attention to their cause and challenge the

oppressive regime that has ravaged their country.

Gbowee’s memoir emphasizes the critical role women play in peacebuilding

and societal reconciliation, illustrating how their collective action can drive

monumental change. Through her inspiring leadership and unwavering

determination, she not only contributes to Liberia's healing but also becomes

a symbol of hope and empowerment for women everywhere.
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About the author

In the chapters discussing Leymah Roberta Gbowee's journey, we delve into

the remarkable life of this Liberian peace activist, whose unwavering

commitment to peace profoundly altered the course of her country's history.

Gbowee's activism was ignited by a powerful dream that compelled her to

"Gather the women and pray for peace." This divine inspiration led her to

unify women from various faith backgrounds—Christian and Muslim—to

stand together against the brutality of the Second Liberian Civil War, which

raged under the oppressive regime of President Charles Taylor.

Gbowee’s grassroots movement was not just about prayer; it was a

revolutionary call to action that showcased the strength of women in the face

of adversity. Through nonviolent protests and strategic advocacy, the

women’s collective efforts created a significant pressure that contributed to

the eventual peace negotiations, bringing an end to the years of violence in

2003.

This pivotal moment in Liberia's history laid the groundwork for the election

of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, marking a significant milestone as she became

Africa's first elected female president. Gbowee’s role as a leader in this

transformation exemplified the power of solidarity and resilience among

women.
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Her extraordinary contributions, alongside those of Sirleaf and Yemeni

activist Tawakkul Karman, were recognized globally in 2011 when they

collectively received the Nobel Peace Prize. This honor highlighted their

dedication to promoting women’s rights and building lasting peace in

regions affected by conflict, serving as an inspiring testament to the impact

of collective action and courage in achieving social change.
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Chapter 1 Summary: THE WORLD WAS MINE

Chapter 1: The World Was Mine

On New Year's Eve in 1989, Leymah Gbowee and her community gathered

at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Monrovia for the Watch Night Service, a

tradition in Liberia where participants reflect on their hopes for the coming

year. Leymah, at just seventeen, expressed her aspirations for good grades,

safety for her loved ones, and a rewarding university experience by writing

them on paper and burning them as an offering to God.

Just weeks later, her family celebrated Leymah's graduation with a vibrant

party that underscored their tight-knit bonds and shared joy. Surrounded by

friends, lively music, and delicious food, Leymah felt a wave of happiness

and anticipation as she prepared to pursue a degree in biology and chemistry.

This moment symbolized not just personal achievement, but the support of a

loving community that had accompanied her journey.

Leymah's childhood was rooted in a rich tapestry of love and cultural

traditions despite the modest circumstances of her family. Growing up in

Monrovia, she shared many experiences with her cousins and friends,

cultivating deep connections through shared meals and cultural practices.

However, the socio-political landscape of Liberia, marked by varying class
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and ethnic dynamics, cast a shadow over their lives and future prospects.

As Leymah reflects on her family's history, she delves into the complexities

of Liberia’s society and her parents' backgrounds. Her father, hailing from

humble beginnings as a Kpelle boy, and her mother, who faced her own

hardships, influenced Leymah’s upbringing. The tensions that arose from her

father's infidelities and her mother's strict parenting created a mix of love

and resentment within the family.

While Leymah and her sisters faced personal struggles, they each sought to

carve out their own identities. Leymah, motivated by her health issues and

inspired by supportive pediatricians, aspired to become a doctor. This

chapter vividly illustrates the warmth of her community life while hinting at

the impending turbulence that would ultimately challenge the comfort of her

childhood, setting the stage for the transformations to come in her life and in

Liberia itself.
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Chapter 2 Summary: "WE'LL SOON PUT AN END TO
THE PROBLEM"

### Chapter 2 Summary: "We’ll Soon Put an End to the Problem"

As Leymah Gbowee approaches her high school graduation, the political

landscape in Liberia begins to unravel. Armed rebels, led by Charles Taylor,

launch an uprising against President Samuel Doe, despite government

assurances of stability. This rebellion disrupts Gbowee's family life,

prompting them to relocate to Paynesville in search of safety.

Transitioning to the University of Liberia, Gbowee faces the disarray

characteristic of public institutions amid a growing crisis. Her sister Geneva

is among the few who recognize the escalating danger, voicing concerns

about government violence against tribes supporting Taylor. Yet, many

family members remain oblivious to the looming threat, reflecting a

disconnect often found in times of conflict.

The family's precarious sense of security is violently shattered one morning

with the sounds of gunfire as rebels invade their area. In an effort to find

safety, they take refuge in their home, which soon fills with others fleeing

the chaos. The shift from a peaceful life to one marked by fear and

responsibility becomes stark for Gbowee as she realizes that she must now
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protect those seeking shelter.

Days without news from her father deepen the family’s anxiety. As

hostilities escalate, checkpoints multiply throughout the capital, laying bare

the brutal realities of war. Gbowee witnesses atrocities firsthand, including a

shocking murder in the streets, which profoundly impacts her outlook on life

and safety.

Amid the growing turmoil, Gbowee's family receives urgent orders to

evacuate. They hastily leave their home for a church compound, abandoning

their previous life in hopes that the violence would soon dissipate. However,

their new refuge is fraught with challenges: dwindling food supplies, the

omnipresent threat of violence, and deep existential fears take hold, forcing

Gbowee to confront the fragility of life and the seeming absence of hope.

By the end of the chapter, Gbowee undergoes a profound transformation.

She evolves from a carefree student into a resilient young woman, grappling

with the harsh realities of war. The weight of her circumstances engenders

frustration as she realizes that their plight may persist indefinitely, marking

the beginning of her journey into activism and resilience in response to

devastating adversity.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 1 AM TOO YOUNG TO DIE!

CHAPTER 3: I AM TOO YOUNG TO DIE!

In this chapter, the author vividly recounts a traumatic chapter of her

childhood amid the brutal civil war in Liberia. The narrative opens with a

harrowing scene as the author's mother witnesses a destitute man desperately

scavenging for rice, only to be executed by soldiers, underscoring the

senseless violence that permeates their lives. This horrific event exacerbates

the mother's despair, leaving her struggling to care for her family in an

atmosphere where survival is increasingly uncertain.

As the chaos escalates, soldiers violently raid their compound, and the

family experiences firsthand the terror of being rounded up. The increasingly

frantic scene culminates in the tragic shooting of a pregnant woman named

Murtha, which deepens the author's sense of helplessness and fear, leaving

her emotionally numb in the face of relentless violence.

In a sequence of harrowing events, the family learns of a massacre at a

church where others sought safety, prompting their desperate escape. They

journey through perilous checkpoints and witness further brutality, yet

ultimately find temporary refuge in a relative’s home. The author illustrates

the dire humanitarian crisis in Liberia, marked by food shortages, rampant
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violence, and widespread devastation, all of which amplify the family's

sense of vulnerability.

After enduring a grueling escape, the family reaches Buduburam refugee

camp in Ghana. Though the camp is fraught with tension, it offers a reprieve

from the direct violence of Liberia. The author paints a stark picture of life

as a refugee, highlighting inadequate shelter and the constant struggle for

basic necessities. In this grim reality, the author’s mother emerges as a pillar

of resilience, organizing their living quarters and seeking out food amidst

scarcity.

As time unfolds, the uncertainty of peace in Liberia weighs heavily on their

minds. They eventually connect with distant relatives and learn of the

alarming developments back home, including the brutal execution of

President Doe, reinforcing the landscape of turmoil from which they fled.

The latter part of the chapter details the author’s return to a war-torn

Monrovia, where she is met with the ruins of her childhood home and a

fragmented family. The vibrant community she once knew has turned

ghostly, populated only by remnants of destruction and loss. This profound

realization of her past triggers a tumult of emotions, including anger and

sorrow, as she confronts the stark transformation of her homeland.

Through powerful imagery and poignant personal anecdotes, the chapter
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communicates the deep psychological scars left by war, illustrating its

impact on personal identity, community stability, and emotional well-being.

The author's journey embodies a painful transition from innocence to a stark

reality characterized by fear and loss, encapsulating the enduring human

struggle amidst chaos.
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Chapter 4: TRAPPED

Chapter 4: Trapped

In July 1991, Leymah Gbowee returns to Monrovia after a stint in a refugee

camp in Ghana, where she had met Daniel, a man who now reemerges in her

life. Their past connection raises red flags as Daniel's history is fraught with

troubles. Despite her initial reservations, Leymah finds herself relying on

Daniel when he helps cover her medical expenses after she contracts

malaria. Their relationship, however, is built on shaky

foundations—financial security and physical attraction overshadow genuine

affection.

As the civil war intensifies in Liberia, Leymah's relationship with Daniel

becomes increasingly complicated. Control and violence permeate their

interactions, and when she unexpectedly becomes pregnant, Leymah feels

the heavy weight of societal expectations to maintain a family unit, adding

to her emotional turmoil. The pressure mounts as she faces the reality of

unplanned pregnancies amidst an unstable domestic situation.

Upon returning from Ghana, Leymah grapples with the social stigma of her

relationship with Daniel. Caught in a web of fear, she feels unable to

consider an abortion and ultimately brings two children into a fraught
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environment. As the violence in her community escalates, her connection

with Daniel turns increasingly abusive. Although she finds solace in a

support group and fleeting moments of hope with newfound friends, her

existence is overshadowed by the escalating chaos of war.

Leymah's reflections throughout this chapter highlight her struggles with

motherhood, identity, and yearning for a better life. Caught between

personal despair and societal demands, she strives to maintain a sense of

normalcy in a turbulent world. Her experiences symbolize the intertwining

of individual and political crises, as she navigates motherhood under

oppressive conditions while confronting the threat of violence both at home

and in her community.

The fighting erupts again in Monrovia, forcing Leymah into a profound

existential crisis. She feels increasingly trapped as Daniel's abusive

tendencies flare up in response to her burgeoning independence. Amidst the

political upheaval that engulfs Liberia, her hopes for a brighter future clash

with her precarious status as a mother and partner.

When conflict compels her family to flee once more, Leymah confronts the

stark reality of her situation. She witnesses the relentless suffering around

her, losing her grasp on stability as cycles of violence and survival continue

to define her life. The tensions within her relationship with Daniel and the

broader societal conflicts converge, leading her to a painful awareness of her
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entrapment.

Through Leymah Gbowee's journey, this chapter underscores themes of

resilience, faith, and the quest for agency. Her story encapsulates the

complexities of motherhood and survival against the backdrop of war and

abuse, highlighting her struggle to seek liberation amidst the horrors that

envelop her life.
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Chapter 5 Summary: HELPLESS IN A STRANGE
PLACE

CHAPTER 5: HELPLESS IN A STRANGE PLACE

In this chapter, Leymah Gbowee details her harrowing journey aboard the

Bulk Challenge, a cramped freighter filled with refugees fleeing violence.

Even as a heavily pregnant woman, she feels panic and despair when she is

separated from her children during boarding. Conditions on the ship are

dreadful, with no space to lie down and an overwhelming stench of vomit

and illness affecting many passengers.

After two agonizing days at sea, the ship docks in Côte d'Ivoire for

necessary repairs but quickly faces rejection from Ghana due to strict

refugee regulations. Leymah’s children fall ill, compounding her anxiety.

Fortunately, the ship's captain intervenes, bringing much-needed attention to

their plight, which eventually allows them to dock in Ghana.

Upon arrival, Leymah must adapt to life in Old Ma's house, where she faces

a cold reception. Old Ma’s bitter remarks reflect societal stigma against

Leymah’s relationship with Daniel, her partner who abandoned his wife.

This new living situation starkly contrasts Leymah's nurturing and

communal upbringing in Liberia, underscoring feelings of poverty and
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isolation.

As she settles into her new life, Leymah grapples with both domestic

violence from Daniel and the overwhelming challenge of poverty. The

emotional toll is heavy; her efforts to provide for her children often lead to

humiliation, including instances when she is forced to eat leftover food. The

constant strain deepens her sense of powerlessness yet also highlights her

resilience.

Despite the persistent hardships, kindness from the community offers small

comforts. Neighbors help during her hospital visits, share food, and provide

emotional support, reaffirming the importance of communal bonds in times

of crisis. Leymah's love for her children becomes a source of strength as she

navigates the trials of her daily life.

When Leymah gives birth to her son, Arthur, she faces increased challenges,

particularly with mounting hospital bills due to Daniel's absence. The nights

spent in the hospital's hallway reflect her desperation but also reveal the

warmth of compassion from strangers who lend their support during her

darkest moments.

As her struggles continue, Leymah starts to envision a future filled with

independence for herself and her children. The dreams she once had

resurface amid the turmoil, prompting her to reconsider her fractured
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relationships with Daniel and his family, and fostering a desire to return to

her roots in Liberia.

Finally, after enduring multiple personal losses and recognizing the lack of

support from Daniel, Leymah resolves to leave him behind. This courageous

decision represents a turning point—her journey becomes one of resilience

and growth, marked by her determination to break free from trauma and

forge a hopeful path for her children toward a better future.
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Chapter 6 Summary: A GLIMPSE OF PEACE

CHAPTER 6: A GLIMPSE OF PEACE

In this poignant chapter, Leymah Gbowee shares her challenging return to

Paynesville after months away, where she confronts the harsh realities of her

life. She comes back to a war-torn Liberia, where despair hangs heavy in the

air, and the scars of conflict are evident in every corner. The once-vibrant

nation is now marked by violence, especially against women and children,

leaving many citizens mired in poverty and without basic necessities.

Although a peace accord was signed in late 1996 and elections were held in

1997, the country remains under the controversial leadership of Charles

Taylor, a figure many dread yet cling to for hope amid the chaos.

Upon her arrival, Leymah finds herself in dire straits—she is financially

destitute, overwhelmed with the care of three young children, and

unexpectedly pregnant again. Her family dynamic is fraught with tension;

her father’s disappointment in her perceived lack of ambition stings deeply,

and he derisively labels her a "baby machine," exacerbating her feelings of

shame and hopelessness. Though her mother offers support for any efforts to

improve her situation, Leymah feels immobilized by her insecurities and the

weight of her circumstances.
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A pivotal moment occurs when her young son, Nuku, blissfully confuses

their current home for their former one in Ghana. This innocent

misperception sparks a transformative realization within Leymah: she can no

longer remain passive in the face of adversity. For the sake of her children’s

future, she recognizes the urgent need to take charge of her life and

circumstances. The chapter closes on a note of self-awareness and

empowerment, as Leymah resolves to abandon her self-blame and step into

her role as an active agent of change for her family's livelihood. 

PART TWO
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Chapter 7 Summary: "YES, YOU CAN"

### CHAPTER 7: "YES, YOU CAN"

#### Seeking Help for a Job

In November 1997, Leymah Gbowee found herself in desperate need of

employment after leaving an unstable marriage. To reconnect with her

former colleague Tunde, who had worked alongside her to support Sierra

Leonean women, she ventured to his new office in Monrovia despite

communication challenges. Their meeting was filled with relief and warmth

as they discussed her struggles. Tunde's understanding nature offered

Leymah both emotional support and a safe space to share her recent

hardships.

#### Nurturing a New Relationship

As they spent more time together, Leymah and Tunde developed a romantic

relationship that provided her with a stark contrast to her past experiences

with men. Tunde's patience and genuine interest in her life helped her slowly

rebuild trust, becoming a steady presence not just for her but for her children

as well, who grew to appreciate his supportive nature.

#### Rediscovering Purpose

Recognizing that her life needed more than just a romantic connection,
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Tunde urged Leymah to pursue further education instead of settling for a

mere survival job. This encouragement reignited Leymah's desire for

personal growth and self-improvement. Alongside this emotional journey,

she began to confront her family's expectations and past insecurities,

gradually enhancing her self-esteem.

#### Opportunities for Education

Leymah soon learned that the Mother Patern College of Health Sciences was

reopening, offering an associate degree in social work. With the backing of

Tunde and connections from her mother, she secured a volunteer position

with the Trauma Healing and Reconciliation Program. This role allowed her

to channel her own experiences into helping others affected by the Civil

War, focusing on healing rather than just survival.

#### Becoming a Peace Builder

Leymah's work involved assisting war survivors in sharing their stories and

developing conflict-resolution skills. She came to understand peace-building

as a vital process of restoring both individuals and communities,

transcending the simplistic notion of conflict negotiation. Over the course of

five years, Leymah witnessed transformative changes in herself and our

broader community, enhancing her commitment to this important work.

#### First Day at Work

Accompanied by her mother on her first day at the program, Leymah
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encountered the lingering effects of conflict but remained focused on her

role. Initially grappling with insecurities and relationships with colleagues,

she soon gained recognition for her ability to facilitate engaging workshops,

proving her strength as a leader through her personal experiences.

#### A Life-Changing Trip

An unexpected opportunity emerged when Leymah was invited to assist an

English research team in northern Liberia, where she confronted the harsh

realities of war first-hand. This trip exposed her to the severe impacts of

violence on communities, deepening her empathy for the survivors she

aimed to help.

#### Impact of Her Work

During her journey, Leymah met a young girl who mirrored the aspirations

of many in her country, longing for education and a brighter future. Though

she could not provide direct assistance, this encounter ignited a passion

within her for advocating change. It underscored the importance of her work

in fighting for a better life for the youth affected by the ravages of war,

strengthening her resolve to make a meaningful difference.
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Chapter 8: TAKING ON "TAYLOR'S BOYS"

In Chapter 8, titled "Taking on 'Taylor's Boys'," Leymah Gbowee shares her

 transformative experience at the Trauma Healing and Rehabilitation

Program (THRP) as she confronts her struggles with depression and

self-worth. Volunteering at THRP becomes a lifeline for Leymah, as she

navigates the difficult conditions in Monrovia, characterized by instability

and resource scarcity. Despite these challenges, she finds profound joy and

purpose in serving her community.

Leymah forges meaningful connections with her colleagues, including

Vaiba, who seeks her guidance, and Jill, a supportive social worker. The loss

of Jill, due to the escalating violence in the region, is a significant emotional

blow, but Jill's friends step in to support Leymah’s education, further lifting

her spirits.

Balancing work, school, and single motherhood proves arduous, yet Leymah

thrives on her quest for knowledge, delving into Liberia's complex

socio-political landscape. With the mentorship of BB, a fervent advocate for

social change, she expands her understanding of crucial subjects like

economics, politics, and the healing power of storytelling.

As Leymah takes on the challenging work of assisting former child soldiers,

known colloquially as "Taylor's boys" (a reference to the armed group led by
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former President Charles Taylor), she encounters their deep-seated hostility

and disbelief. These young men, shaped by trauma and violence, challenge

her commitment to her mission. While she provides practical support and

leads workshops aimed at reintegration into society, Leymah wrestles with

the moral weight of aiding those who have perpetrated violence during the

civil war.

Amidst these struggles, Leymah experiences fleeting connections and

moments of empathy. She learns to navigate the complex narratives of their

pasts, ultimately distinguishing between the war's perpetrators and the

exploited youth victimized by circumstances beyond their control. This

revelation deepens her understanding of the generational scars left by the

war, highlighting the need for healing not just for individuals but for an

entire generation affected by the conflict.
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Chapter 9 Summary: A NEW HOME WITH GENEVA

CHAPTER 9: A NEW HOME WITH GENEVA

Introduction to a New Life  

In May 1999, Leymah Gbowee celebrated a significant milestone in her life

as she achieved financial stability through her work in the Trauma Healing

project, earning $100 a month. This achievement enabled her to rent a

two-bedroom apartment in Monrovia, a move that sent shockwaves through

her family. Her parents were skeptical of her ability to raise her children

independently, leading to tensions surrounding her newfound independence.

Living Arrangements  

Leymah's new apartment, intended as a sanctuary for her and her children,

quickly became crowded with the arrival of family members seeking refuge.

Among them was her cousin Baby and her sister Geneva, who had returned

home crushed after her fiancé's unexpected marriage to another woman.

Despite the cramped conditions and financial strain, Leymah revelled in her

independence, fostering a sense of home amidst the chaos.

A Supportive Family Unit  
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As her family settled into their new environment, Leymah grew especially

close to Geneva, who took on the affectionate title of "Mammie." Acting as

the primary caretaker for Leymah's children, Geneva allowed her sister the

freedom to focus on her work in the Trauma Healing program, illustrating a

strong sisterly bond built on mutual support.

Balancing Work and Family  

Leymah embraced her role in the Trauma Healing project, finding profound

fulfillment in helping others mend the emotional wounds inflicted by war.

Her connection with Tunde, a colleague from the UN World Food

Programme, blossomed into a strong friendship and marked a positive shift

in her outlook on relationships and her life in general.

Community and Social Involvement  

Over time, Leymah’s parents began to visit her in Monrovia, initiating a

process of reconciliation. She became increasingly involved in her

community by organizing events like the Women’s Day celebration and

assuming the presidency of the women’s association, which reinforced her

leadership skills and deepening commitment to her peers.

Personal Discoveries  
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Leymah's journey took a complex turn when she unearthed the hidden

aspects of her father’s life, learning about his other children. Despite the

tension this knowledge created, she chose to support her half-brother

Diamond and ultimately welcomed him into her home, further extending her

unconventional family.

Reflections on Responsibilities  

As Leymah balanced the competing demands of work, family, and personal

growth, she began to redefine what leadership meant to her. In her work

leading trauma healing workshops in rural communities, she stayed critical

of gender dynamics within her field, especially concerning women's roles in

peacebuilding efforts.

Nurturing Connections  

Throughout her work, Leymah encountered numerous children affected by

the war, each story leaving a mark on her heart. One particular encounter

stirred her emotions and highlighted her yearning to aid vulnerable youth,

prompting reflections on her own opportunities and the paths she wished to

forge for others.

Conclusion  
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In this chapter, Leymah Gbowee's journey illustrates her remarkable

resilience and personal growth amidst the chaos of life in a post-war society.

Her endeavors emphasize the vital role of familial support, the strength of

community involvement, and the enduring spirit of those striving to heal

from deep societal wounds.
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Chapter 10 Summary: HELPING WOMEN FIND
THEIR VOICES

Chapter 10: Helping Women Find Their Voices

In late 1999, Leymah Gbowee attended a WANEP conference in Ghana, a

pivotal experience that transformed her understanding of peace activism.

Arriving in Accra with the weight of a challenging past, she was eager to

learn about conflict prevention, even though she initially felt out of place

without an official title. As the conference unfolded, she became deeply

engaged in discussions about peace-building strategies, realizing that,

although her previous focus was on trauma healing, she was increasingly

passionate about preventing trauma from occurring in the first place. To

enhance her understanding, she began acquiring literature on theoretical

frameworks supporting conflict prevention.

Upon returning to Liberia, Gbowee embarked on a personal journey to

confront her past, especially her lingering anger toward a figure named

Daniel. As she resumed her work in Trauma Healing, she witnessed a nation

still reeling from violence, with many voices crying out in despair for

support. In response, her team initiated workshops for security personnel,

aiming to shift their approaches to community protection.
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Struggling to balance her responsibilities as a mother with her expanding

professional commitments, Gbowee noticed that women attending her

workshops often remained silent about their experiences. To address this, she

organized women-only sessions, creating a safe space for them to share their

traumas, which uncovered deep and often hidden struggles. These

groundbreaking sessions provided an essential outlet for women to articulate

their pain, helping to dismantle the cultural silence surrounding such issues

and paving the way for collective healing within their communities.

At another WANEP conference in October 2000, Gbowee met Thelma

Ekiyor, a Nigerian lawyer passionate about women's rights. Their friendship

flourished as they exchanged their visions for peace-building, particularly

emphasizing the vital roles women play in conflict prevention and

resolution. Thelma proposed establishing a women-centered peace-building

network, highlighting the growing global recognition of women's exclusion

from peace processes. 

Inspired by their discussions, Gbowee recognized the immense potential of

women uniting to amplify their voices in confronting conflict and societal

challenges, further igniting her commitment to fostering women's active

participation in peace initiatives.
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Chapter 11 Summary: THE WOMEN IN
PEACE-BUILDING NETWORK IS BORN!

CHAPTER 11: THE WOMEN IN PEACE-BUILDING NETWORK IS

 BORN!

In the summer of 2001, Leymah Gbowee celebrated a significant personal

milestone: her graduation from Mother Patern with an associate of arts

degree. Surrounded by her children, family, and friends, the joyous occasion

marked a new chapter in her life, further brightened by the presence of Asatu

Ben Keneth, a formidable ally who would later assist her in securing women

for the peace-building mission ahead.

Following her graduation, Gbowee joined the Trauma Healing and

Reconciliation Project (THRP) as a full-time staff member, a position that

not only provided a salary boost but also set the stage for her burgeoning

activism. During this time, she learned about the Women in Peacebuilding

Network (WIPNET), an initiative established by Thelma Ekiyor in Accra,

designed to empower women across West Africa to engage in peace-building

efforts.

The inaugural meeting of WIPNET was a powerful gathering, uniting

women from several West African nations. Gbowee shared her personal
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narratives, which struck a chord with many attendees, fostering a sense of

solidarity and sisterhood among them. The sessions were transformative,

encouraging women to harness their strength and commit to peace-building

as a collective.

As Gbowee became more entrenched in WIPNET's mission, Thelma urged

her to step into a leadership role, beginning with the coordination of

WIPNET’s first chapter in Liberia. However, this new path was fraught with

challenges, as veteran women's groups doubted her qualifications and

experience. Amidst this resistance, Gbowee received encouragement from

Sugars, a well-respected activist in the Liberia Women Initiative (LWI), who

motivated her to embrace her boldness and persistence.

With limited resources at their disposal, Gbowee and her team embarked on

the critical task of training women in peace-building tactics, striving to

cultivate a robust network of activists. Empowering exercises focused on

self-identity and shared experiences illuminated their potential as leaders and

peace-makers. Yet, the reality of Liberia’s volatile political landscape under

President Charles Taylor cast a long shadow over their efforts.

As the conflict intensified, Gbowee faced a heart-wrenching decision

regarding her family's safety. Ultimately, she resolved to relocate her

children to Ghana, a choice that weighed heavily on her heart and introduced

emotional turmoil. In her struggle with separation, she turned to alcohol as a
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coping mechanism, a temporary respite from the pain. Nevertheless,

Gbowee's commitment to her mission of empowering women for

peace-building remained unwavering, driving her through the challenges

ahead.
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Chapter 12: "DONT EVER STOP"

Chapter 12: "Don't Ever Stop" - Summary

Leymah Gbowee reflects on her transformative visit to an internally

displaced persons camp, where she listens to the heart-wrenching

testimonies of women who have endured tremendous suffering due to war

and violence. An elderly woman at the camp poignantly reminds Gbowee of

the vital importance of giving voice to their experiences, urging her to keep

the gathering going despite their pain.

As Gbowee continues her work at the Trauma Healing office, she

increasingly feels disillusioned with the slow progress and the

overwhelming despair surrounding her. This leads her to channel her passion

into the Women in Peacebuilding Network (WIPNET), a vision she develops

to create a coalition of women dedicated to peace in Liberia.

One night, Gbowee has a powerful dream that feels like a divine command:

to gather women to pray for peace. This inspires the formation of the

Christian Women's Peace Initiative (CWI), where women convene weekly to

pray and seek divine guidance in their quest for tranquility.

However, as the war's brutality escalates, the urgency becomes clear: prayer
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alone will not bring about the desired change. In response to a forthcoming

delegation from the World Council of Churches, Gbowee formally

establishes WIPNET's Liberian chapter. There, she trains women in peace

activism, empowering them to take a stand against the violence engulfing

their country.

The women of WIPNET increasingly engage with their communities,

educating others about the importance of unity and action. They distribute

informative flyers, encouraging collective efforts towards peace and

resistance against the war's devastation.

In a bid to foster unity, Gbowee brokers collaboration between Christian and

Muslim women, despite initial tensions. They participate in workshops

designed to promote understanding and emphasize their shared identity as

women committed to peace, thus strengthening the movement.

In December 2002, the women organize a public demonstration, boldly

declaring their alliance and urgency for peace. This act not only raises

awareness but fosters a sense of solidarity within the community. Gbowee

acknowledges the empowering effect of their combined struggle and stresses

the critical need for hope amidst despair.

Despite their efforts, violence in Liberia escalates, worsened by the rise of

new rebel factions. Gbowee remains staunchly dedicated to her peace
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advocacy, even as the socio-political landscape deteriorates.

Facing personal dangers and mounting frustrations within her previous role,

Gbowee resigns from the Trauma Healing office to devote herself entirely to

WIPNET. Embracing her leadership position, she guides women toward

healing and a collective vision for peace.

In conclusion, Gbowee and the women of WIPNET transform their anguish

into a collective force for peace, embodying resilience and hope for Liberia’s

future, even amidst the nation's turmoil.
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Chapter 13 Summary: STANDING UP TO CHARLES
TAYLOR AND SITTING DOWN FOR PEACE

CHAPTER 13: STANDING UP TO CHARLES TAYLOR AND SITTING

 DOWN FOR PEACE

Overview of the Political Climate in Liberia  

In 2003, Liberia was embroiled in civil war, and President Charles Taylor

found himself under siege from rebel factions, specifically LURD (Liberians

United for Reconciliation and Democracy) and MODEL (Movement for

Democracy in Liberia). Amidst escalating violence and global calls for

peace, Taylor dismissed the rebels as terrorists and staunchly opposed any

foreign military intervention, further exacerbating the nation's turmoil.

Formation of Women's Protests  

With her organization, WIPNET (Women in Peacebuilding Network), facing

financial hardships, activist Leymah Gbowee felt a growing urgency for

action. After conversations with fellow activists, they collectively decided to

issue a public statement demanding peace. This initiative condemned the

violence perpetrated by all factions and invited the broader public to join

them in a rally, which garnered significant media attention and participation.
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The Historic Gathering on April 11  

On April 11, a remarkable gathering took place at Monrovia's city hall,

where hundreds of women, dressed in white, came together to advocate for

peace. They demanded an immediate cease-fire and the establishment of an

intervention force, sharing poignant personal stories of suffering caused by

the war. Although President Taylor chose not to attend, the event symbolized

the determination and solidarity of women striving for peace in a war-torn

Liberia.

Mass Action for Peace  

Frustrated by Taylor's indifference to their demands, the women organized a

large sit-down protest near a local fish market, which drew thousands of

supporters. This peaceful demonstration illustrated the unity and strength of

Liberian women, who faced considerable risks under Taylor’s regime. With

careful planning, the organizers focused their collective effort on demanding

an end to the violence.

Persistence in Protest  

Despite challenging weather conditions, the women remained steadfast,

enduring lengthy protests that tested their resolve. While facing internal
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disagreements, the women's commitment to their shared goal of peace fueled

their perseverance and reinforced their sense of purpose.

Meeting Charles Taylor  

Eventually, the women received an invitation to meet with President Taylor.

During this encounter, Leymah, speaking on behalf of WIPNET, articulated

their demands for peace, emphasizing the community's suffering and their

urgent call for a cease-fire. Taylor's ambiguous reactions revealed both the

strength of the women's movement and the obstacles still ahead.

Impact of the Movement  

The protest garnered widespread media attention and attracted support from

diverse segments of society, including local religious leaders and

sympathetic government officials. Despite facing skepticism and accusations

of hidden agendas, the women remained tightly united, maintaining their

focus on the overarching goal of peace.

Raising Awareness through Unique Strategies  

As part of their campaign, the women initiated a sex strike, encouraging men

to cease fighting in hopes of winning back the affection of their partners.

While the effectiveness of this tactic varied, it succeeded in keeping
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awareness of their cause alive.

Strengthening Community Bonds  

Gbowee emphasized how the movement empowered women, transforming

them from passive victims into recognized leaders advocating for peace.

Together, they cultivated a sense of community and hope amid the chaos,

reinforcing their collective strength.

Conclusion  

Though lasting peace in Liberia remained elusive, the Mass Action for Peace

movement marked a transformative moment, empowering women and

amplifying the call for significant change. The experiences shared

throughout this chapter underscore the critical role of collective action and

community in overcoming adversity and striving for a better future.
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Chapter 14 Summary: WHEN PEACE TALKS ARE
JUST TALK, TAKE ACTION

Chapter 14 Summary: When Peace Talks Are Just Talk, Take Action

In June 2003, peace negotiations were set to commence in Ghana between

Charles Taylor, the former Liberian president, and various rebel factions. As

these talks approached, Leymah Gbowee, a notable peace activist and

member of the Women of Liberia Mass Action for Peace (MARVVOPNET),

sought to mobilize women, particularly those in refugee camps, to advocate

for an immediate resolution to the conflict. Despite initial skepticism from

other women’s organizations, Gbowee’s efforts culminated in a significant

gathering of over five hundred women, united in their demand for peace.

As political instability in Liberia intensified and rumors of Taylor's

indictment circulated, fear gripped Monrovia. Negotiations stalled as Taylor

stubbornly held on to power while rebel groups intensified their pressure.

Each day, women protested, displaying signs that voiced their urgent calls

for peace, reflecting their deep commitment to ending the violence that had

plagued their lives for years.

Acknowledging the women's unwavering activism, General Abdulsalami

Abubakar, a key mediator in the negotiations, offered them a seat at the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


table. However, Gbowee and her group chose to prioritize their protests,

believing that they would more effectively influence the situation by

remaining outside the negotiations while maintaining communication with

the negotiators.

As the peace talks continued without significant progress, Gbowee and her

fellow protestors, driven by desperation and the need to assert their

demands, staged a powerful sit-in. This civil disobedience brought

heightened attention to the dire circumstances facing Liberian women,

compelling both local and international observers to acknowledge their

plight and the necessity for action.

The visibility generated by their protests influenced the international

community, which soon pressured the factions into agreeing to a ceasefire

that involved a transitional government. Despite the fragile peace, Taylor's

forces retaliated further, perpetuating violence and destruction in Monrovia.

Through sheer resilience and solidarity, Gbowee and the women’s

movement ultimately helped shift the dynamics of the negotiations. In a

pivotal moment, Taylor resigned, setting in motion a peace agreement that

aimed to restore stability to Liberia. 

The successful conclusion of the negotiations highlighted the profound

impact of collective action and the unwavering determination of women in
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the quest for peace in a nation ravaged by war. Gbowee and her comrades

emerged from this struggle celebrated as heroes, exemplifying how

grassroots efforts could instigate profound changes even amidst

overwhelming odds.
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Chapter 15 Summary: IS THE WAR REALLY OVER?

CHAPTER 15: IS THE WAR REALLY OVER?

In the wake of a devastating 14-year civil war, Liberia celebrated the signing

of peace treaties, yet a pervasive anxiety lingered among its citizens. The

traumatic legacy of the conflict left the nation in turmoil, with countless

lives lost, communities uprooted, and a generation scarred by violence. For

women, the atrocities they endured during the war have had lasting

implications, underscoring that the quest for lasting peace is a complex,

protracted journey rather than a mere event marked by treaties.

Leymah Gbowee, a prominent peace activist, advocates for the crucial role

of women in the peacebuilding process, arguing against their

marginalization as mere symbols. Through the Women in Peacebuilding

Network (WIPNET), women engaged actively in advocacy, organizing

conferences to promote understanding of peace agreements and championing

the reintegration of former combatants into society—efforts that often

clashed with the bureaucratic obstacles presented by UN missions.

The UN’s initiatives for disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration

(DDR) struggled greatly, primarily due to insufficient local input and a

fundamental disconnect with the realities faced by everyday Liberians.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Gbowee recalls chaotic disarmament efforts that illustrate how international

actors often misunderstood local contexts. In contrast, WIPNET's grassroots

strategies eventually facilitated a more effective DDR process, emphasizing

community involvement.

As Gbowee transitioned into her role as an activist on the global stage, she

recognized the importance of maintaining connection to her local

community. This deep-rooted understanding reshaped her perspective when

attending international conferences, challenging stereotypes held by foreign

organizations about Liberia's self-governance capabilities.

Despite ongoing obstacles, Gbowee's commitment to peace and

empowerment deepened. She embraced the principles of restorative

justice—an approach that aligns with traditional practices—fostering

accountability and healing in a post-conflict society. Her belief is that true

success in peacebuilding is contingent upon continuous dialogue among

victims, offenders, and the broader community.

In conclusion, the journey from war to peace in Liberia is fraught with

complexity and ongoing challenges, particularly in recognizing and

harnessing women's contributions to rebuilding society. Gbowee's

reflections serve as a powerful reminder that genuine healing and progress

hinge on collective efforts, emphasizing the vital need for the voices of

women, traditionally overlooked, to be heard and heeded in the pursuit of
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lasting peace.
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Chapter 16: TIME TO MOVE ON

CHAPTER 16: TIME TO MOVE ON

In 2005, Leymah Gbowee faced significant changes in her life and her

community amidst Liberia's evolving political landscape. During this time,

her sister, Fata, encountered a medical dilemma that necessitated seeking

advanced care in the United States. Simultaneously, Fata faced cultural

pressures to join the Sande secret society, a traditional group that plays a

significant role in female rites of passage, often requiring personal sacrifices

such as undergoing female genital mutilation. Fata ultimately left for

Philadelphia to assist a family member and did not return.

As Liberia prepared for its first elections since civil unrest, the transitional

government was nearing its end, with multiple candidates vying for

leadership, including Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. While Leymah was hopeful

about Sirleaf being the first female presidential candidate, she hesitated due

to Sirleaf's previous associations with the war, showcasing Leymah's

understanding of the complex interplay between gender and political legacy.

Recognizing the historical barriers women faced in voting, Leymah became

ardent about ensuring their participation in the upcoming elections.

Noticing a widespread apathy among women regarding voter registration,
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Leymah initiated a campaign specifically aimed at increasing female

enrollment. Faced with initial resistance, she rallied volunteers who

successfully registered 7,477 women before the deadline, dramatically

boosting the percentage of registered female voters from an initial 15% to an

impressive 51%.

The elections witnessed a remarkable turnout, with Ellen Johnson Sirleaf

winning the presidency and making history as Africa's first female head of

state. Leymah experienced a blend of pride and disappointment; though

Ellen's victory was a milestone, she lamented that her own organization,

WIPNET, was not acknowledged in Ellen's victory speech. Leymah

remained resolute, affirming that her efforts were driven by a need for peace

rather than a quest for personal recognition.

In the aftermath of the elections, WIPNET's relevance began to wane,

prompting Leymah to consider her future with the organization. In her

farewell address, she acknowledged its accomplishments and suggested a

successor, though her abrupt departure led to some discontent among former

colleagues.

With a desire to broaden her impact, Leymah shifted her focus toward

women's empowerment on a larger scale. During a pivotal meeting in New

York, she and her peers decided to relaunch their organization as WIPSEN,

with a mission to engage women across Africa in conflict resolution and

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


prevention efforts.

As plans for WIPSEN developed, Leymah also reflected on her personal

ambitions, expressing a strong desire to pursue higher education. This

aspiration became a reality when she was accepted into a master's program

in conflict transformation at Eastern Mennonite University, marking the

beginning of an exciting new chapter in her life. Her family, particularly her

sister Geneva, supported her decision enthusiastically.

In summary, this chapter encapsulates a period of significant transition for

Leymah Gbowee, both personally and professionally. It highlights her

resilience, commitment to women's empowerment, and her drive toward

future aspirations within her community and beyond.
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Chapter 17 Summary: AN UNTHINKABLE LOSS

### Chapter 17: An Unthinkable Loss

In this poignant chapter, Leymah Gbowee is preparing for her upcoming trip

to the United States, buoyed by encouraging reports regarding her family’s

well-being in Ghana. However, a haunting dream leads her to reach out to

her sister, Geneva, who is unwell but on the mend. This moment of

connection offers a brief respite from Leymah's worries and a glimpse of

familial joy, particularly during a visit in June that brings laughter and

camaraderie.

Tragedy strikes abruptly when Leymah receives a frantic call from Leemu,

alerting her to Geneva’s dire condition. In a race against time amidst a

doctors' strike, Leymah rushes to the hospital, but despite her desperate

efforts, she arrives too late; Geneva dies, leaving the family to grapple with

their devastating loss. This moment shatters their world—Geneva was not

only a sister but a nurturing mother figure to Leymah's children, and her

absence looms large over the family.

Leymah now faces the daunting task of comforting her children, who are

engulfed in sorrow and confusion over losing their beloved aunt. As she

navigates their grief, Leymah feels acutely the void left behind by Geneva,
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who had effortlessly managed the household’s daily needs. The weight of

responsibility thrusts upon Leymah, amplifying her feelings of inadequacy

as she struggles to fill the gap in her children's lives while coping with her

own heartbreak.

Determined to honor Geneva’s memory, Leymah resolves to provide for her

family and pursue her educational aspirations, viewing this as a pathway to a

better future despite the emotional turmoil that surrounds her. The challenge

of returning to Liberia brings fresh hardships; the family confronts not only

their grief but also the harsh realities of institutional failures and poverty that

complicate their recovery. Leymah battles the emotional burdens of her

children and her own despair, reflecting on how the loss of Geneva has

disrupted their fragile stability and forced her to reassess her role within the

family and her hopes for a brighter future.
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Chapter 18 Summary: BUILDING A NEW WOMEN'S
NETWORK

CHAPTER 18: BUILDING A NEW WOMEN'S NETWORK

In September 2006, Leymah Gbowee delivered a poignant speech at the

United Nations, highlighting the shortcomings in the implementation of

Resolution 1325, which advocates for the inclusion of women in peace and

security processes. This moment marked an important turning point not just

for Gbowee, but for the global discourse on women's empowerment. Shortly

after her address, she was contacted by Abigail Disney, a filmmaker

interested in documenting Gbowee’s impactful work during the Mass Action

in Liberia.

Though hesitant at first, Gbowee agreed to meet with Disney and her

collaborator Gini Reticker. Their conversation opened the door to a

promising collaboration, but upon returning to Liberia, Gbowee found

herself grappling with personal challenges, including family issues and the

emotional weight of her activism.

As the chapter unfolds, internal tensions within the Women in Peacebuilding

Network (WIPNET) become apparent. Gbowee attended a fraught meeting

where she faced accusations of undermining the group, which struck at the
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heart of her dedication and commitment to the cause. Feeling betrayed by

those she regarded as family added to her emotional turmoil, a setback that

deepened her sense of isolation.

Tragedy further compounded Gbowee's struggles when she lost her close

friend Geneva. This loss exacerbated her feelings of loneliness and pushed

her into a dangerous relationship with alcohol, although she continued to

achieve significant milestones in her professional life, including the

successful launch of the Women, Peace and Security Network Africa

(WIPSEN).

In a display of her resilient spirit, Gbowee and her team devised strategies to

ensure peaceful elections in neighboring Sierra Leone, garnering recognition

from the newly elected president for their efforts. However, as her focus

shifted to career achievements, her personal relationships began to fray,

particularly with Tunde. Disillusionment set in, leading to a painful breakup

that underscored the complexities of love as Gbowee evolved as both an

individual and an activist.

Building connections became crucial for Gbowee, and through her

partnership with Disney, she secured funding and expanded her network.

This network proved invaluable, offering emotional support during some of

her darkest moments, especially as she navigated challenging family

dynamics and the heart-wrenching departure of Geneva’s daughter, Leemu,
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which intensified her personal struggles.

Despite grappling with her health and the shadows cast by her past, Gbowee

reaffirmed her commitment to women's rights and empowerment in Africa.

She highlighted the persistent challenges of gender inequality and the

chronic lack of funding for critical initiatives aimed at uplifting women.

A pivotal health scare prompted Gbowee to confront her drinking habits,

leading to a transformative decision to stop drinking altogether. This turning

point marked a renewed commitment to her personal well-being, signaling a

shift in her journey.

In summary, this chapter encapsulates Gbowee’s profound challenges,

personal growth, and unwavering commitment to women's empowerment as

she navigates the interplay of activism, personal loss, and the building of

networks to foster change in her community.
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Chapter 19 Summary: PRAY THE DEVIL BACK TO
HELL

CHAPTER 19: PRAY THE DEVIL BACK TO HELL

In the spring of 2008, Leymah Gbowee sat down to watch a rough cut of the

documentary "Pray the Devil Back to Hell," a film that chronicled the

harrowing experiences of women during the Liberian civil war and their

pivotal role in advocating for peace. This moment was significant for

Gbowee, as it afforded her a chance to reflect on the crisis that had

consumed her life, allowing her to see her struggles through the lens of

narrative instead of mere survival.

As she viewed the footage of women passionately protesting for peace,

Gbowee experienced a mix of emotions—pride in their courage and sorrow

over the scars etched on their faces from the war. The documentary captured

the relentless spirit of ordinary citizens yearning for tranquility, culminating

in the triumphant conclusion of the Mass Action movement, which heralded

a hopeful new era for Liberia.

The film premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival on April 24, 2008, where it

received critical acclaim and won the Best Documentary Feature award. Its

release opened doors to wider audiences globally, with Gbowee and her
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fellow activists participating in screenings and discussions that highlighted

their journey. The positive response from international viewers ignited

conversations on women's empowerment and the critical role they play in

peacebuilding initiatives.

Moreover, the film resonated deeply across diverse regions, prompting

dialogues among women from various backgrounds who identified with

their shared struggles. Events sparked from this awareness were held in

places like Sudan, Bosnia, and the West Bank, where women gathered to

express their determination to tackle the societal challenges they faced.

As the impact of the documentary grew, Gbowee’s reputation as a leader and

advocate solidified, earning her numerous awards. Although gaining fame

was never her primary goal, she embraced these accolades as recognition of

the collective effort of the women she represented, reminding her profoundly

of the arduous journey that had brought them to this point.

In a moment of introspection, Gbowee recalled a time when she sought

solace in the Bible during the chaos of war. She reflected on her

transformation from a place of despair to one of prominence, considering it a

testament to the power of hope and resilience—themes that echoed

throughout her life's work and the documentary that now brought their story

to the world.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 20: HELPING MY COUNTRY

In Chapter 20, titled "Helping My Country," Leymah Gbowee reflects on a

 significant meeting that took place on August 29, 2010, where female

activists in Liberia came together to evaluate President Ellen Johnson

Sirleaf's impact on improving women's lives in the country. This gathering

marks a historical moment in the Liberian women's movement, as the

president engaged with the attendees for an impressive seven-hour dialogue,

acknowledging and empowering women's contributions to national

development.

Gbowee draws a parallel between her own life experiences and those of

Sirleaf, highlighting their shared journey through adversity. The assembly

included a diverse range of women, each representing the strength and unity

that characterizes the movement for women's rights in Liberia. Throughout

the discussions, participants celebrated both the progress made and the

ongoing challenges facing women, culminating in an uplifting display of

solidarity as older women sang and danced, embodying the resilience

cultivated from their past struggles.

Despite prevailing issues like unemployment, poverty, and inadequate

infrastructure, Gbowee acknowledges the significant developments over

eight years of peace, particularly in the realm of women's rights and their

representation within government structures. The aftermath of the
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devastating civil wars catalyzed a transformation in women's activism,

propelling them to the forefront of societal change.

The chapter also emphasizes the steadfast commitment of activists in the

women's movement, who continue striving for peace and prosperity in

Liberia. Gbowee highlights key accomplishments, such as the introduction

of the National Gender Policy and robust anti-rape laws, reflecting the

progress made in safeguarding women's rights.

In terms of the former warlords and political leaders, their post-war

trajectories vary greatly; some confront justice for their past actions, while

others have retained their power. Gbowee critiques the international judicial

mechanisms addressing war crimes, stressing the necessity for accountability

within Liberia, particularly in relation to Charles Taylor, the former

president whose trial exemplifies the lengthy and expensive nature of

pursuing justice while local healing remains paramount.

Through her narrative, Gbowee underscores the unyielding commitment of

Liberian women to secure recognition, justice, and a brighter future for their

nation, illustrating the ongoing struggle and solidarity that defines their

collective spirit.
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Chapter 21: The Story Doesn't End

In June 2009, I welcomed my daughter, Jaydyn Thelma Abigail, into a

peaceful life buoyed by the unwavering support of my friend Abby. As I

split my time between Ghana and Liberia, I felt the weight of the past

lingering around me: my family remains scattered, my mother grapples with

ongoing grief, and the familiar landscapes of my childhood are steeped in

memories of loss.

Despite the shadows cast by war's aftermath, I observe a resilient spirit

growing within my family. As I reflect on my life at thirty-nine, I see my

evolution from a caregiver to a messenger of peace. My commitment now

lies in amplifying the voices of young women throughout Africa. Through

organizations like the Women in Peace and Security Network (WIPSEN) and

initiatives targeting women's leadership, I strive to empower women voters

and create platforms for their engagement in societal decision-making.

My own children are busy shaping their futures with dreams that diverge

from my path of advocacy, evoking a mixture of pride and concern within

me. Even amidst the sacrifices demanded by my career, my mission remains

steadfast. I have aspirations to return to Liberia, possibly even to run for
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Parliament, as I seek to contribute more directly to my homeland’s progress.

Through my advocacy, I witness women across Africa challenging

oppression and mobilizing for change. The determination of women from

Zimbabwe and Congo resonates deeply within me, reinforcing my belief in a

future where justice and goodness triumph over tyranny.

Hope springs from the resilience of countless communities that refuse to

yield to despair. With an unwavering faith, I recognize my responsibility to

continue the fight for peace and empowerment, inspired by those who have

walked this path before me. The message is clear: the struggle for what is

right is unending, and we must never stop fighting for justice and equality.
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