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About the book

In "Nixonland," Rick Perlstein provides a comprehensive account of the

turbulent period in American history from the mid-1960s to the early 1970s,

centering on the complex political landscape that set the stage for Richard

Nixon's unexpected resurgence in power. The narrative opens with the Watts

riots of 1965, a vivid illustration of racial tensions and urban unrest that

erupted mere months after President Lyndon Johnson's landslide election

victory, which had seemed to herald a solidified liberal consensus. This

violent upheaval foreshadowed the fracturing of that consensus as the nation

grappled with profound social change.

As Perlstein delves deeper, he highlights the emergence of influential

political figures like Hubert Humphrey, who was Johnson's Vice President

and his chosen successor, and George McGovern, a champion of progressive

causes who would later challenge Nixon. The narrative also introduces

Abbie Hoffman, a countercultural icon who symbolized the youth-led

revolution challenging the established norms of society and politics. Each of

these characters serves to illustrate the widening ideological chasm and the

clash between traditional values and the burgeoning counterculture.

Perlstein expertly weaves together detailed research and a compelling

narrative style to depict an era characterized by cultural upheaval—marked

by protests against the Vietnam War, the civil rights movement, and a
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growing disillusionment with government—creating a backdrop against

which Nixon's political strategies became salient. This period of chaos was

not only pivotal for Nixon’s comeback but also for the future direction of

American politics, culminating in the rise of a conservatism that would

reshape the political landscape.

Through his narrative, Perlstein solidifies his standing as a leading historian,

capturing both the emotional and political complexities of the time,

ultimately leading to a more profound understanding of how Nixon

navigated these turbulent waters to emerge as one of the key figures in this

transformative era.
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About the author

Eric S. "Rick" Perlstein, an esteemed American historian born in 1969, has

made significant contributions to the understanding of contemporary

American political history. A graduate of the University of Chicago with a

degree in History, Perlstein has written for well-known publications such as

The Village Voice and The New Republic. His tenure as a Senior Fellow at

the Campaign for America's Future involved examining the implications of

conservative policies on American society.

In his acclaimed works, Perlstein explores pivotal moments in American

political history. In "Before the Storm: Barry Goldwater and the Unmaking

of the American Consensus," he chronicles the emergence of the modern

conservative movement, highlighting Barry Goldwater's critical role in

reshaping political ideologies in the 1960s. The book delves into the fracture

of a previously unified political consensus, marking the beginning of a shift

towards conservativism that would resonate through the following decades.

Another key work, "Nixonland: The Rise of a President and the Fracturing

of America," examines the era of the 1960s and early 1970s, a tumultuous

period defined by social upheaval, political distrust, and the controversial

rise of President Richard Nixon. Perlstein analyzes how Nixon capitalized

on the nation’s divisions and fears, reshaping the political landscape in a

way that has echoed through subsequent elections and party dynamics.
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Additionally, in "The Stock Ticker and the Superjumbo," Perlstein compiles

his reflections on the Democratic Party's evolution and future, assessing the

challenges it faced in the light of a shifting electorate and the legacy of a

conservative resurgence.

Through his insightful analyses, Perlstein illustrates the complexities of

American political movements and the factors that have shaped their

trajectories, proving essential for understanding the dynamics of today's

political climate.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1 Hell in the City of Angels

Chapter 1 Summary: Hell in the City of Angels

The chapter opens with a pivotal moment in American history captured

through the lens of television. KTLA's live broadcast of the Watts riots from

August 11 to 15, 1965, starkly illustrated the rift between the comfortable

lives of many Angelenos and the harsh realities faced by Black

communities. The telecopter footage, akin to a cinematic portrayal of chaos,

brought the escalating turmoil into homes across the nation, prompting

viewers to confront the systemic issues that sparked such unrest.

Amid this tumult, President Lyndon Johnson's administration, recognized

for enacting significant civil rights reforms and promoting his ambitious

Great Society initiatives, faced a formidable challenge. While Johnson's

legislative victories—including the Civil Rights Act—were celebrated as

markers of progress, the eruptions in Watts revealed profound racial tensions

simmering beneath the surface. This backlash highlighted the deep

socioeconomic disparities that continued to plague urban America.

The riots erupted following a confrontation between police and two Black

men, escalating into widespread looting and violence. As live cameras

captured the scene, the nation bore witness to the frustrations of a

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


community beleaguered by systemic injustices. The media's portrayal of

these events further complicated the narrative of the civil rights movement,

as many began to interpret the riots as a sign of its failure, questioning the

legitimacy of the law within affected neighborhoods and presenting a direct

challenge to Johnson's aspirations for social stability.

In the wake of the Watts riots, a conservative backlash began to gain

momentum, as the Republican Party sought to capitalize on the unrest.

Figures like Barry Goldwater emerged, advocating for a return to traditional

values and disavowing the liberal consensus Johnson represented.

Meanwhile, Johnson's entanglements in Vietnam began to erode his

domestic support, creating a contrast between the ambitious domestic

agenda of the Great Society and the images of violence emanating from both

the war front and American streets.

As the chapter concludes, the landscape of American politics appears poised

for change. The once-cohesive consensus that bolstered Johnson’s reforms is

fracturing, sowing the seeds for a political reawakening that includes the

resurgence of Richard Nixon. Nixon, perceived as politically marginalized,

begins to re-emerge as a viable candidate, reflecting the evolving sentiments

of a dissatisfied electorate eager for new leadership amidst mounting social

unrest.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2 The Orthogonian

Chapter Two: The Orthogonian

Growing Up Influenced by Hardship  

By 1966, Richard Nixon's life had been shaped by adversity, from his

humble beginnings in impoverished Yorba Linda to the struggles he faced in

academia and his early career. This challenging upbringing infused Nixon

with resilience and ambition, largely influenced by his strict father, who held

high expectations and often proved difficult to please. 

Formative Years and Education  

Nixon's complex familial dynamics fostered a mix of pride and

embarrassment regarding his family's social standing. During his high school

years, he founded the Orthogonian Society, a group designed for individuals

who felt marginalized by more privileged peers. This initiative marked the

early stages of Nixon's alignment with those politically disenfranchised,

sowing the seeds for his later populist identity.

The Military and Early Political Ambitions  
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Following his World War II service, where he honed skills in strategic

thinking and poker, Nixon's political aspirations began to take shape as he

sought a congressional seat. The post-war climate heightened his

anti-communist rhetoric, effectively positioning him as a populist candidate

who resonated with the fears and sentiments of ordinary Americans.

The Rise Through Political Maneuvers  

Nixon's adeptness in political strategy was evident during his congressional

campaign against the well-respected Jerry Voorhis. He effectively tapped

into the public's fear of communism, building a narrative that pitted the

"common man" against the elite, thereby galvanizing voter support despite

lacking traditional elite credentials.

The Alger Hiss Case as a Defining Moment  

The Hiss-Chambers case catapulted Nixon into the limelight, firmly aligning

him with the growing anti-communist movement and establishing him as a

hero for the politically marginalized. By highlighting Hiss's perceived

arrogance and detachment from everyday Americans, Nixon crafted a

narrative that resonated with the public, further embedding his political

relevance.

The 1950 Senate Campaign and Checkers Speech  
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Nixon's Senate campaign solidified his image as a right-wing populist,

particularly through his iconic Checkers Speech. This televised address

appealed directly to middle-class Americans, revealing his humble origins

and personal struggles to win their emotional support. This moment

underscored the developing divide between conservatism and liberalism in

the American political spectrum.

Enduring Hatred and Complex Legacy  

Nixon's ascent generated considerable animosity from liberal intellectuals,

who viewed him as a populist leader with questionable methods. This

antagonism helped define a political identity rooted in disdain, shaping the

discourse surrounding his career and highlighting the stark polarization that

characterizes American politics to this day.

Conclusion: Nixonland  

At the heart of America’s cultural and political conflicts, Richard Nixon

embodies the values, sentiments, and grievances of the middle class. His

legacy extends beyond his individual experiences, reflecting the ongoing

struggle between differing visions of America. This chapter sheds light on

the foundational elements of Nixon's political ideology and the enduring

impact of his career on the nation's political landscape.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3 The Stench

Summary of Chapter Three: The Stench from "Nixonland" by Rick Perlstein

Overview  

Chapter Three delves into the turbulent journey of Richard Nixon during his

early political career, particularly highlighting his tenure as Vice President,

his confrontations during the McCarthy era, and the lead-up to his

contentious presidential campaign in 1960. This chapter serves as a

reflection of Nixon’s evolving image, illustrating his attempts to navigate a

divided political climate.

Nixon's Initial Rise  

In 1953, Nixon ascended to the role of Vice President under President

Dwight D. Eisenhower. Initially, his diplomatic missions earned him

respect, but this reputation swiftly deteriorated due to his controversial

involvement in criticizing Senator Joseph McCarthy. This act, perceived as

distasteful even by Nixon’s peers and party members, set the stage for his

mounting political challenges.

The 1954 Congressional Elections  
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As the 1954 midterm elections approached, Nixon sought to bolster his

waning stature by harnessing the growing anti-communism sentiment—a

reaction to the perceived communist infiltration under the Truman

administration. However, his aggressive campaigns backfired, solidifying

his image as a divisive and partisan figure, rather than the statesman he

aspired to be.

Political Challenges and Failures  

Despite Eisenhower's resounding victory in the 1956 election, Nixon’s

struggles persisted. With Eisenhower's health deteriorating, concerns grew

over Nixon potentially ascending to the presidency. His failure to counteract

rising opposition allowed the Democratic Party to galvanize the slogan

“Dump Nixon,” illustrating the deepening rift against him.

Adlai Stevenson and Nixonland  

In the run-up to the 1960 election, Nixon faced former opponent Adlai

Stevenson once more amid a politically charged environment he dubbed

“Nixonland.” This term underscored the intense polarization of American

politics at the time, with liberal disdain and skepticism from fellow

Republicans further isolating him.
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A Shift to Center Stage  

Nixon's circumstances shifted as he took on emergency duties during

Eisenhower's health crises. However, he struggled to convert these moments

into a positive reworking of his public persona. His efforts to navigate the

widening ideological divide left moderate Republicans feeling alienated

while attempting to grasp support from a more conservative base.

South American Goodwill Tour  

A 1958 goodwill tour in Latin America, although marred by hostility and

anti-American sentiment, paradoxically enhanced Nixon’s image back

home. This complex dynamic illustrated the challenges of crafting a

coherent political identity. Nevertheless, his strategy faltered as he sought

scapegoats for the prevailing economic troubles facing the nation.

Labor and Right-to-Work Policy  

In a bid to engage with anti-labor sentiments, Nixon’s strategies backfired

dramatically, contributing to significant Republican losses in the House

during the 1958 midterm elections. Increasingly, he was seen as an

aggressive yet ineffective campaigner, further tarnishing his reputation.

1960 Presidential Campaign  
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Entering the 1960 election cycle, Nixon was the presumed frontrunner.

Haunted by introspection over past decisions, he faced a pivotal moment

during the televised debates against John F. Kennedy, where perceptions of

his character and charisma led to a narrow defeat, despite a tightly contested

race.

Post-Defeat Reflection  

Following his loss, Nixon emerged as a figure of sympathy in American

politics, reflecting on his career in “Six Crises.” Despite the setbacks and

constant media scrutiny, he maintained his political engagement and began

laying the groundwork for a future comeback, even as he battled accusations

of double standards.

Conclusion  

This chapter encapsulates Nixon’s complex relationship with the evolving

American political culture of the time. It highlights a man caught between

traditional conservative values and more progressive ideals, revealing his

struggle to redefine himself against the backdrop of a shifting political

landscape characterized by intensified conflicts, not only with opponents but

also within his party.
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Chapter 4: 4 Ronald Reagan

Chapter Four: Ronald Reagan

Watts Riots and Political Context  

In 1966, America was engulfed in discussions sparked by the Watts riots, a

violent uprising in Los Angeles that exposed profound societal rifts.

Responses to the riots varied significantly: militant activists viewed it as a

justified uprising against oppression, while liberals sought to find ways to

address the poverty and segregation fueling such unrest. Conversely,

conservatives attributed the riots to the civil rights movement's efforts,

blaming it for fostering division. Chief William Parker characterized the

chaos as reckless and scapegoated communal tensions, arguing for

immediate and forceful measures to restore order.

Reagan’s Political Ascendance  

Amid this turbulence, Ronald Reagan entered the political arena by

announcing his candidacy for California governor. He openly criticized the

government's reliance on interventionist policies to tackle social issues,

directly targeting the policies of the sitting Governor, Pat Brown. Initially,

media narratives focused on Reagan's lack of experience; however, he
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skillfully leveraged the backdrop of social unrest to present himself as a

compelling alternative to Brown. Although Brown had a record of

progressive legislative success, he struggled to respond effectively to

Reagan’s growing support—which was fueled by the prevailing anxieties

about civil rights and public safety.

Cultural Tensions and Moral Panic  

Reagan's campaign adeptly tapped into California’s rising moral panic

surrounding drug use, societal decay, and student protests. He contrasted his

vision for governance with Brown's perceived liberal failures, emphasizing

themes of law and order. Organizations such as CLEAN amplified societal

fears about issues like pornography, contributing to a rising sense of cultural

polarization. Amidst this, youth rebellion coupled with antiwar sentiments

further exacerbated societal divides.

Civil Rights and National Dynamics  

The ongoing civil rights movement served as a critical backdrop for these

cultural conflicts, precipitating both violence and activism across various

American communities. The challenges faced by Martin Luther King Jr. in

Chicago exemplified the complexities of racial integration and the

considerable pushback from white populations. Legislative efforts aimed at

dismantling segregation encountered intense opposition, creating a national
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atmosphere rife with antagonism toward both governmental authority and

movements advocating for racial justice.

Nixon’s Preparations for Political Resurgence  

As tensions mounted, former President Richard Nixon began strategizing for

a political comeback. He focused on consolidating support among Southern

conservatives, remaining attuned to the societal unrest stemming from civil

rights advancements and antiwar protests. Nixon’s approach required a

careful balancing act—navigating the desires of a regional base while

appealing to a wider national constituency.

The Gubernatorial Election and Reagan's Victory  

These interwoven dynamics culminated in the gubernatorial race of 1966.

Reagan’s ability to exploit the disarray within the Democratic leadership,

along with widespread public anxieties over crime and social issues, enabled

him to take a decisive lead. Brown’s failure to counter Reagan’s persuasive

messaging ultimately resulted in a significant electoral defeat for the

incumbent, paving the way for Reagan to position himself as a potential

presidential candidate.

Conclusion: The Generational Divide  

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Reagan's ascension marked a critical moment in American politics,

coinciding with a generational divide in the nation’s collective

consciousness. As Americans grappled with divergent visions of society,

liberals sought unity amidst increasingly polarized cultural wars. This

chapter illustrates the shifting political landscape and sets the stage for the

tumultuous years that lay ahead in American history.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5 Long, Hot Summer

Chapter 5 Summary: Long, Hot Summer

The summer of 1966 marked a pivotal moment in America, characterized by

escalating racial tensions and the transformative rise of the "Black Power"

movement, led by figures such as Stokely Carmichael. This shift represented

a significant departure from the nonviolent principles espoused by Martin

Luther King Jr., as younger civil rights activists began to confront the

increasing violence against their communities.

The assassination of activist Sammy Younge served as a catalyst, prompting

leaders like James Forman and Carmichael to critically assess their

nonviolent strategies in light of escalating brutality. The challenges faced by

James Meredith during his integration march further highlighted fractures

within the movement, specifically among the Student Nonviolent

Coordinating Committee (SNCC), where differing philosophies on activism

came to a head.

The discourse among civil rights leaders became increasingly charged. John

Lewis's comparisons of Younge's murder to atrocities of the Vietnam War

alarmed mainstream civil organizations, while Carmichael's emphasis on

"Black Power" represented a strategic pivot away from the Democratic Party
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and toward a call for more assertive grassroots action.

Violence during civil rights marches intensified public sentiment, illustrated

by a backlash against Martin Luther King, particularly in Chicago. These

events underscored a growing divide within society as white

counter-demonstrators mobilized against civil rights efforts, hinting at the

deepening schism in national attitudes toward race and justice.

The chapter also links the tumultuous civil rights landscape to the ongoing

Vietnam War. Criticism aimed at President Lyndon Johnson’s administration

reflected broader discontent regarding its dual handling of domestic civil

rights and foreign military conflict, intertwining these issues in

conversations about national identity and decline.

As the summer progressed, the political landscape began to shift. The

Democratic Party found itself at a crossroads, with moderates pulling back

from radical elements within the civil rights movement. At the same time,

Republicans started to harness racial tensions, signaling a potential rise for

figures like Ronald Reagan as electoral strategies transformed in response to

societal unrest.

The culmination of these tensions manifested in significant riots across

urban centers, revealing the frustration of marginalized communities

yearning for change. Politicians began adjusting their platforms to
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emphasize law and order, reshaping party identities as the nation approached

the critical 1968 elections.

In conclusion, this chapter vividly illustrates the complex interplay of race,

politics, and social upheaval during a defining summer in American history.

The events of 1966 not only underscored immediate conflicts but also set the

stage for long-term political realignments and influenced the evolving

discourse on civil rights, impacting both the Democratic and Republican

Party landscapes in the years that followed.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6 School Was in Session…

CHAPTER SIX: Return and Campaign Launch

Richard Nixon's return from a global tour on August 20 set the stage for his

presidential campaign. As he positioned himself as a significant voice on

foreign policy, he took a hardline approach to the Vietnam War. Nixon

argued for continued U.S. involvement, framing it as essential to preventing

broader international conflicts and projecting confidence in a military

resolution.

However, in a swift shift of strategy, Nixon embraced troop escalations in

Vietnam, claiming that increasing military presence could expedite an end to

the conflict. This pivot drew scrutiny, as critics suggested that his insistence

on limiting debate about Vietnam was less about a coherent policy and more

indicative of a political strategy geared towards garnering support.

To bolster support among conservative Republicans, Nixon engaged with

influential parties within the Republican fold, seeking a united front despite

his previous moderation on Vietnam. This effort came at a time when

far-right candidates were gaining momentum in the South, underscoring the

growing importance of appealing to conservative voters amidst a nationwide

rise in conservative sentiment.
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Nixon also faced a complex civil rights landscape; federal intervention in

desegregation efforts sparked a backlash from Southern lawmakers. The

tensions surrounding race and education highlighted Nixon’s political

quandary, as he navigated opposing pressures regarding federal policies on

integration and busing, becoming increasingly relevant as the 1968 election

approached.

In aligning his campaign with a "law and order" agenda, Nixon chose to

avoid direct confrontation with President Lyndon Johnson over civil rights.

Instead, he capitalized on rising crime rates and social unrest, positioning

himself as a candidate focused on restoring order while strategically

undermining Johnson’s credibility, particularly concerning Vietnam.

The rivalry between Nixon and Johnson was laden with psychological

undertones, as both men grappled with insecurities while trying to capitalize

on each other's vulnerabilities. Nixon, keenly aware of public dissatisfaction

with Johnson's administration, sought to expose cracks in his opponent’s

image, especially related to the ongoing conflict in Vietnam.

In summary, this chapter showcases Nixon's strategic adaptations as he

prepared for the tumultuous 1968 election, maneuvering through a landscape

fraught with racial discord, foreign policy challenges, and conflicting

ideologies. His recalibrated alliances and policies reflected a keen awareness
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of the shifting political tides and the need to resonate with an increasingly

polarized electorate.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7 Batting Average

CHAPTER SEVEN: Batting Average

As Nixon's general-election campaign kicked off in September 1966, he

sought to capitalize on a potent mix of public sentiment and strategic

positioning. His controversial suggestion to increase U.S. forces in Vietnam

came with a pointed critique of President Johnson's Vietnam strategy,

emphasizing the need for transparency and decisive action during a

tumultuous time. 

Nixon strategically targeted specific districts across the nation, particularly

in regions that had historically leaned Republican but had recently fallen to

Democratic congressmen buoyed by Johnson's popularity in the 1964

election. By campaigning in these key areas, including Iowa, where racial

tensions were high, Nixon aimed to reclaim Republican supremacy,

appealing to voters' fears and aspirations.

Despite Nixon's lead in Republican polls by early 1966, political pundits

remained skeptical about his appeal, questioning his 'television charisma'

compared to other leading candidates. This skepticism highlighted a broader

shift in political strategy, where media representation became critical, a

point underscored by commentators like Marshall McLuhan, who analyzed
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the impact of broadcast media on public perception.

A significant theme in Nixon’s campaign was the "Law and Order"

narrative. With rising crime rates and civil unrest prevalent, he positioned

the Republican Party as the bastion of stability. By exploiting the fears

surrounding urban riots, he presented himself as a strong leader capable of

restoring public safety, contrasting his platform sharply with the Democrats,

who he portrayed as ineffective.

Key events, such as the shocking murder of Valerie Percy and widespread

civil unrest in California, served as rallying points for Nixon. He leveraged

these incidents to bolster his narrative of Democratic failure in maintaining

public safety, further galvanizing his conservative base. 

Meanwhile, President Johnson grappled with intensifying social tensions as

he attempted to implement progressive policies that aimed to reestablish

Democratic dominance. However, his initiatives faced mixed reactions,

revealing internal party struggles and contributing to a perception of waning

influence among Democrats.

In the face of Johnson's unpredictable leadership, particularly during a

crucial election year that included a trip to Asia, Nixon positioned himself as

a stable alternative. He utilized media strategically, crafting a narrative that

portrayed Johnson's Vietnam policies as politically motivated failures,
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contrasting his own image as a unifying figure ready to lead through

adversity.

The 1966 midterm elections resulted in a surprising resurgence for Nixon

and the Republican Party, marked by significant gains in congressional seats

and state legislatures. This shift was largely fueled by a conservative

backlash against civil rights and social upheaval, underscoring how

effectively Nixon tapped into the electorate's discontent.

In the aftermath of the elections, Nixon emerged not only victorious but also

reinvigorated as a potent presidential candidate for 1968. His ability to

navigate and manipulate political sentiments showcased his resilience and

strategic prowess, suggesting a formidable presence in the political

landscape leading into the next election cycle.
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Chapter 8: 8 The Bombing

CHAPTER EIGHT: The Bombing

As the Vietnam War escalated, President Johnson’s administration embarked

on new air strikes against North Vietnam in December, emphasizing that the

targeted sites were primarily military installations made of steel and

concrete. However, journalist Harrison Salisbury’s reports painted a starkly

different picture; he detailed extensive civilian casualties and devastation

that contradicted the official Pentagon narrative, which downplayed the

impact of these strikes.

Salisbury's investigative coverage revealed not only the tragic loss of

civilian lives but also a staggering number of bombs deployed across

populated regions. The Pentagon, in defense, deflected blame onto the

enemy, claiming that civilian deaths stemmed from their tactics,

perpetuating a misleading narrative of precision in bombing campaigns. This

obfuscation reflected a broader trend of misinformation regarding the

Vietnam conflict, as key figures in Washington, including Johnson and his

aides, struggled to grasp the true military realities on the ground. In an effort

to maintain a façade of success, mortality statistics were manipulated to hide

the intense human cost of the war, contributing to an atmosphere of

deception.
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By 1967, growing public discontent began to challenge the prevailing

message that the U.S. was winning the war; more citizens started to question

the government’s veracity. Critical confrontations emerged at public events,

where citizens directly challenged officials and politicians about the ongoing

conflict. This escalating skepticism catalyzed the antiwar movement, with

influential figures such as Robert Kennedy and Dr. Benjamin Spock vocally

opposing the U.S. approach to Vietnam. Various protest movements began to

gain momentum, highlighted by significant marches that openly criticized

the official government stance.

The political landscape of the United States became increasingly contentious

amid these developments. Figures like Richard Nixon began to capitalize on

the disarray, positioning themselves as leaders of conservative thought while

navigating a fractured Republican Party. Simultaneously, a youth movement

emerged, marked by a cultural shift towards activism and a questioning of

authority. Events such as the “Human Be-In” encapsulated a generation

seeking new ideals and greater societal awareness, reflecting a desire for

change.

The impact of the Vietnam War on American society was profound and

multifaceted. The ongoing conflict ignited a complex dialogue influencing

public perceptions, with sharp divisions forming between supporters of the

war and advocates for peace. The rising casualty figures and persistent
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violence prompted widespread criticism of the government, ushering in a

transformative era of activism and dissent.

In conclusion, this chapter delves into the conflicting narratives surrounding

the Vietnam War, underscoring the critical role of media reporting and the

burgeoning antiwar sentiments that began to reshape the political and social

fabric of America. It encapsulates the turmoil and growing dissent that

defined the national response to the military actions in Vietnam, laying the

groundwork for future developments in the war and its reception at home.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9 Summer of Love

CHAPTER NINE: Summer of Love

This chapter delves into the profound social and cultural changes occurring

in America during the late 1960s, encapsulated by the "Summer of Love" in

the Haight-Ashbury district of San Francisco. While this period fostered a

vibrant youth culture that celebrated peace, love, and rebellion against

societal norms, it also highlighted the stark contrasts of urban unrest and

escalating tensions across the country.

Overview of the Era  

The late 1960s emerged as a paradoxical time in American society,

exemplified by the euphoric celebrations of love and freedom in places like

Haight-Ashbury against a backdrop of mounting societal unrest and conflict.

Cultural Shifts and Youth Movements  

The chapter begins with a Washington Post report that captures the

burgeoning youth culture defined by youthful defiance against restrictive

narcotics laws and the emergence of a distinct hippie subculture. Initially
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welcomed by local merchants, the hippies’ inclination towards panhandling

and noncompliance with laws strained relationships, highlighting the friction

between commercial interests and the counterculture movement.

Political and Social Turmoil  

During this tumultuous era, city officials, notably New York's Mayor John

Lindsay, struggled to cope with rising youth demands while ensuring public

safety amid widespread protests and riots. In the cultural sphere, icons like

Frank Sinatra dominated Grammy Awards, while the Beatles' transformative

album, “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band,” became a hallmark of the

cultural war, igniting conversations around psychedelic experiences and

spirituality. 

Rising Racial Tensions and Riots  

The chapter foreshadows urban violence stemming from fragile race

relations and ineffective police strategies against Black Power groups.

Growing tensions in cities like Cleveland, Chicago, and Milwaukee hinted at

an impending wave of civil unrest, leaving political leaders anxious about

inevitable riots.

The Black Panther Party Emergence  
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Amidst this backdrop, the Black Panther Party was founded by leaders Huey

Newton and Bobby Seale in response to systemic police brutality and harsh

urban conditions, particularly evident in Oakland. Their advocacy for armed

self-defense led to confrontational reactions from the government,

exemplified by the Mulford Act, which sought to curb gun ownership and

further escalated tensions surrounding race and power dynamics.

The Newark Riots  

The chapter recounts the Newark riot of July 1967, which erupted from

police brutality and socioeconomic despair, catalyzed by the mistreatment of

a cab driver. This spark ignited a rapid escalation of looting and violence,

revealing the stark breakdown of order. The brutal response from police and

National Guard underlined the cycle of violence gripping urban

communities.

Media and Public Perception  

Media portrayals of the riots painted a conflicting picture of courageous law

enforcement versus the harrowing realities facing marginalized residents.

This coverage revealed a backlash against the War on Poverty, as white

working-class fears grew regarding wealth redistribution in the context of

rising Black incomes.
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The Role of Gun Control  

Amid fears of violence and civil disorder, civilian gun ownership surged.

The National Rifle Association (NRA) began to reshape its stance on gun

control, reflecting broader societal anxieties about race and power, and

marking its transition toward a more aggressive pro-gun advocacy.

Political Implications  

The chapter culminates in a discussion of the political climate shaped by the

summer’s turmoil, where civil disturbances and public safety issues came to

dominate political discourse. This environment set the stage for significant

shifts in national politics, foreshadowing Richard Nixon’s strategic

campaign moves focused on law and order.

Through this lens, Perlstein portrays an America in turmoil—a nation

grappling with cultural upheaval, deep-seated racial strife, and an evolving

political landscape, illustrating the intricate interplay of love and discord that

defined the era.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10 In Which a Cruise Ship Full of
Governors Inspires Considerations on the Nature of Old
and New Politics

Chapter Ten Summary

Nixon's Summer Abroad: A Complex Diplomatic Journey  

In the summer of 1967, Richard Nixon embarked on an overseas trip during

a tumultuous period marked by the escalating conflict between Israel and its

Arab neighbors. Although he experienced diplomatic triumphs, forging

connections with foreign leaders and receiving warm welcomes, Nixon also

encountered protests and refusals that underscored the challenges he faced

on the global stage. This mix of successes and setbacks reflected his

complicated status in the shifting landscape of international politics.

Strategic Political Maneuvering  

Rather than mounting a presidential campaign, Nixon utilized this

opportunity to subtly position himself for future leadership. He made pivotal

strategic moves, including reassigning his campaign team and engaging with

influential back-channel contacts. Amidst the political backdrop of the

United States, Nixon adeptly managed domestic issues while demonstrating
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an acute understanding of the electorate's pulse through interactions with

embassy staff. He recognized the value of connecting with ordinary citizens,

even those without a direct influence on voting.

Reframing Policy Perspectives  

During this period, Nixon's political philosophy began to evolve

dramatically, evident in his writings such as an article in *Foreign Affairs*

that advocated for a long-term diplomatic approach toward China. This shift

contrasted sharply with his portrayal in a *Reader's Digest* piece that

presented him as a staunch law-and-order candidate, correlating domestic

unrest with a perceived erosion of respect for authority.

Critique of Competitors  

The chapter also reveals growing unease within the Democratic Party,

particularly around President Lyndon Johnson's Vietnam policies, which

were increasingly criticized by various figures. Nixon seized the opportunity

to highlight the shortcomings of candidates like George Romney,

positioning himself as a stabilizing force who could restore order in the face

of perceived chaos.

Navigating Election Strategies  
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With the 1968 election looming, Nixon focused on securing crucial delegate

support through primary elections while addressing the memories of his

previous electoral disappointments. He skillfully maneuvered through the

complexities of party conventions, balancing the interests of different

political factions.

The Rise of the Anti-War Movement  

The chapter illustrates the growing anti-war sentiment as protests surged

against the U.S. involvement in Vietnam, accompanied by fierce public

demonstrations and confrontations. This evolving climate reflected a

pronounced division within the progressive movement, frequently

manifesting through increasing radicalization and a clash of ideals.

The Governors' Conference: A Political Landscape  

Nixon's story culminates in the depiction of a gathering of state governors

aboard a cruise ship, a scene emblematic of the political stratagems of the

time. This setting serves as a stark contrast to the fervent idealism of

youthful activists and the internal conflicts within the Democratic Party over

Vietnam, revealing the deepening rifts that would shape future elections.

Conclusion: A Transforming Political Landscape  
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As the chapter concludes, it becomes evident that the political atmosphere

was undergoing rapid transformation. Nixon stood ready to exploit the

fractures within the Democratic Party while grappling with his multifaceted

political identity. Against a backdrop of societal tension and growing

disillusionment among the electorate, the upcoming election appeared poised

to reshape the nation's political framework.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11 Fed-up-niks

Chapter Eleven: Fed-up-niks

Introduction to the Tet Offensive  

In February 1967, the Tet Nguyen Dan holiday, a time traditionally

celebrated in Vietnamese culture, became overshadowed by violence as

Vietcong fighters launched a surprise campaign during the ceasefire known

as the Tet Offensive. This unexpected attack caught American forces

off-guard, directly contradicting the optimistic portrayals of the war's

progress being communicated back to the United States.

Government Response and Media Reaction  

In the wake of the offensive, the U.S. government sought to downplay its

impact, labeling it a military failure for the Vietcong. However, this

narrative began to clash with public perception. Influential media figures,

notably Walter Cronkite, began expressing skepticism about the war's

trajectory, advocating for negotiations instead of continued military action.

This shift in media sentiment marked a growing disillusionment among the

American public with President Lyndon B. Johnson's handling of the

Vietnam conflict.
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Public Sentiment Shift  

Poll data revealed a sharp increase in anti-war sentiment among the

populace. Citizens grew increasingly critical of the Johnson administration's

approach to Vietnam, with prominent figures like Robert F. Kennedy

vocalizing the senselessness of pursuing military solutions. Kennedy’s

rhetoric challenged the perception of the Vietcong, framing them as a

legitimate political force that necessitated diplomatic engagement.

Rise of Eugene McCarthy and Youth Activism  

Amid this climate of unrest, Eugene McCarthy emerged as a formidable

anti-war candidate in the Democratic primaries. He drew passionate support

from a young voter base disillusioned with traditional politics. McCarthy's

campaign became a symbol of principled opposition, appealing to a

generation increasingly frustrated with the status quo and the ongoing

conflict in Vietnam.

Nixon’s Campaign Strategy  

In contrast, Richard Nixon took a more calculated approach in his campaign.

Eschewing frequent public appearances, he meticulously managed his media

footprint, presenting himself as a stable leader capable of guiding the nation
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through its tumultuous period. His strategy involved positioning himself as a

counterpoint to McCarthy’s anti-war stance and appealing to a broader

electorate seeking stability amid unrest.

Conflict and Division within the Democratic Party  

The Democratic Party faced deepening divisions as Robert Kennedy entered

the race, complicating matters after McCarthy’s surge. This fragmentation

underscored the urgency for the party to formulate a coherent response to the

Vietnam crisis while grappling with a rapidly evolving political landscape

that included a younger, more activist electorate.

Civil Rights and Societal Strife  

Simultaneously, civil rights tensions intensified in the U.S. The Kerner

Commission's report revealed systemic inequities plaguing African

American communities, which fueled waves of unrest across the nation. In

response, Martin Luther King Jr. initiated the Poor People's Campaign,

connecting the fight for civil rights with the broader anti-war sentiment,

emphasizing the necessity of economic justice in achieving true equality.

Conclusion: A Time of Change  

As the political landscape shifted with figures like Johnson and Kennedy
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navigating the upheaval, Nixon sought to emerge as a unifying candidate

amidst chaos. The chapter concludes with a palpable sense of uncertainty,

capturing America at a pivotal moment of transformation where various

factions competed for direction and influence in an increasingly divided

society.
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Chapter 12: 12 The Sky’s the Limit

Chapter 12: The Sky’s the Limit

In the tumultuous decade leading up to April 1968, Martin Luther King Jr.

emerged as a pivotal figure in the American civil rights movement, facing

relentless threats to his life amidst a society deeply divided in its sentiments

towards him. As King organized efforts in Memphis, a city grappling with

significant garbage strikes, he delivered an impassioned speech that reflected

his readiness for martyrdom while instilling hope for the movement's future.

Tragically, just after this poignant moment, he was assassinated by James

Earl Ray outside the Lorraine Motel.

King's assassination marked a devastating turning point, sparking

widespread riots across the nation. Cities erupted in violence, a visceral

reaction to the long-standing frustrations surrounding racial inequality and

systemic injustice. Major urban centers, including Chicago, experienced

chaos as authorities struggled to restore order. In response to the crisis,

political leaders including President Lyndon B. Johnson and Chicago Mayor

Richard Daley called for unity and control, facing criticism for their

perceived complicity in exacerbating societal tensions.

Amidst this upheaval, the political landscape began to shift dramatically.
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Richard Nixon positioned himself as a champion of "law and order," linking

crime to the civil unrest while navigating the increasingly volatile climate.

Simultaneously, the Democratic Party found itself in disarray, with

candidates like Robert F. Kennedy and Eugene McCarthy vying for

leadership. Kennedy's growing popularity among Black voters contrasted

sharply with the rising discontent from white constituents, highlighting the

fractures within the party and the nation at large.

The backdrop of violent protests was further complicated by radical youth

movements, exemplified by the Columbia University protests, which

represented a burgeoning clash of ideologies over campus governance and

broader societal controls. In this fraught environment, Nixon deftly

maneuvered to consolidate his power, marking a transition towards a more

reactionary political landscape. The turbulent aftermath of these events

offered a harbinger of the complex political maneuverings and identity crises

that the nation would continue to face in the years ahead, shaped indelibly

by the legacies of its leaders and the ongoing struggle for civil rights.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13 Violence

Chapter Thirteen Summary: Violence

The chapter begins with a provocative inquiry from *Newsweek*: "Has

violence become an American way of life?" This question reverberates

through various media channels, underscoring a societal atmosphere fraught

with fear and aggression. High-profile assassinations, such as those of

cultural icon Andy Warhol and political leader Robert Kennedy, stir anxiety

about the motivations of lone attackers and the broader implications of

violence on American society.

As the narrative unfolds, it shifts to the political landscape, where Kennedy's

tragic assassination overshadowed critical events, notably the Republican

California primary. In this arena, liberal Republican Tom Kuchel finds

himself under siege from a rising wave of conservative activists, signaling a

significant shift within the Republican Party since Barry Goldwater's 1964

campaign. This grassroots movement, epitomized by Max Rafferty, rallies

around starkly anti-liberal sentiments, leveraging incendiary rhetoric to

galvanize support against progressive education and societal changes.

Rafferty's ascendance as a charismatic conservative figure embodies this

changing political dynamic, as he channels cultural anxieties, casting the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


youth and liberal movements as threats to traditional American values. His

rise highlights a growing political identity among conservative grassroots

leaders, who increasingly capture public attention at the expense of liberal

candidates.

In a strategic response to the evolving political climate, Richard Nixon

positions himself to capitalize on burgeoning conservative sentiments. He

introduces the concept of the "silent majority," a demographic feeling

sidelined by the vocal minority of protestors. This slogan not only resonates

with disillusioned Americans but also becomes a fundamental component of

Nixon's broader electoral strategy.

The chapter deepens its exploration of societal fractures by spotlighting the

media’s role in shaping public discourse. Cultural products, such as the

pro-war film *The Green Berets*, clash starkly with countercultural

endeavors like the musical *Hair*, symbolizing the overarching cultural

battleground of the era.

As tensions rise, dissent emerges prominently, exemplified by notable

figures like Dr. Benjamin Spock facing criminal charges for anti-war

activities. Events in Chicago, including escalating protests and the

impending Democratic National Convention, signal an inevitable

confrontation between law enforcement and demonstrators, illustrating the

tumultuous landscape of the late 1960s.
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The chapter contrasts various protest methodologies, such as the theatrical

tactics employed by the Yippies, led by Abbie Hoffman, against the more

structured strategies of the National Mobilization Committee (commonly

known as the Mobe). This divergence culminates in the chaotic 1968

Democratic National Convention, where festering societal divides surface

through violence and unrest.

In conclusion, Chapter Thirteen encapsulates the era's volatility, portraying a

nation grappling with the ramifications of violence within its social fabric.

The interplay of political strategies, cultural conflicts, and public sentiment

serves as a microcosm of the challenges ahead, foreshadowing an

increasingly fragmented American society navigating the turbulence of this

historic period.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14 From Miami to the Siege of
Chicago

Chapter 14: From Miami to the Siege of Chicago

Chapter 14 explores the political upheaval surrounding the Republican

National Convention in Miami and the Democratic National Convention in

Chicago during a tumultuous period in American history. This chapter

highlights Richard Nixon's path to securing the Republican nomination amid

internal party discord and protests against significant social issues.

Republican Convention in Miami

The Republican National Convention took place in a heavily secured

environment designed to protect delegates from external disruptions.

However, this security did not extend to the nearby Liberty City, which

experienced severe riots and police violence, resulting in numerous fatalities.

Despite the gravity of these events, mainstream media largely overlooked

them, creating a veneer of normalcy at the convention. Nixon, who initially

seemed set to be the nominee, faced increasing skepticism and opposition,

especially from conservative factions concerned about his civil rights stance

and law enforcement policies. Ronald Reagan's assertive emergence during

the convention, advocating for rigorous law and order, underscored the
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rising influence of a conservative base questioning Nixon's leadership.

Nixon's Strategy

In response to the mounting challenges, Nixon's campaign strategically

sought to gain backing from conservative leaders like Strom Thurmond, who

played a crucial role in swaying Southern delegates. Despite projecting

confidence publicly, Nixon was acutely aware of the dissent simmering

within his party, particularly among those worried that a liberal

vice-presidential candidate could undermine his chances. The atmosphere

was one of tension, marked by behind-the-scenes negotiations as Nixon

maneuvered to cement his position against Reagan's insurgency.

Consequences and Backlash

Ultimately, Nixon secured the nomination with only a slim majority,

reflecting a Republican Party still fraught with divisions and lacking

consensus. His surprising choice of Spiro Agnew as a vice-presidential

candidate—despite Agnew's relative obscurity—was a strategic decision

aimed at solidifying conservative support. However, the internal strife within

the party forecasted the contentious political climate that would define the

upcoming election.

Democratic Convention in Chicago
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In stark contrast, the Democratic National Convention devolved into chaos,

with large-scale protests erupting over the Vietnam War and civil rights

issues. Mayor Richard Daley's administration responded with harsh police

tactics to control the demonstrators, resulting in violent clashes that sparked

a national outcry. This response highlighted the party's struggles to manage

dissent and maintain cohesion.

The Political Landscape

The Democratic Party was sharply divided over its stance on Vietnam, with

debates raging between those advocating for an immediate withdrawal and

others supporting an ongoing military presence. Inspired by the burgeoning

anti-war movement, delegates sought to include a peace plank in the party

platform, intensifying existing tensions and echoing the broader societal

unrest of the era. Prominent speakers and several shocking incidents at the

convention reinforced the political divide: while Nixon positioned himself as

a champion for the "forgotten Americans," counterculture activists

symbolized the anger and disillusionment of a generation.

Closing Remarks

This chapter captures a pivotal moment in American politics, exposing the

deep fractures within both major parties as they wrestled with the societal
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changes unfolding around them. The consequences of these conventions

were profound, shaping the narrative leading into the presidential election

and signaling a significant transformation in the United States' political

landscape.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 15 Wednesday, August 28, 1968

### Summary of Chapter Fifteen: The Chicago Democratic Convention

Overview of the Convention  

The Democratic National Convention held in Chicago on August 28, 1968,

became a focal point of national attention, coinciding with the anniversary of

Martin Luther King Jr.'s iconic "I Have a Dream" speech. What began as a

political assembly rapidly transformed into a dramatic televised spectacle,

reflecting the turbulent tensions both inside the convention hall and outside

on the streets.

Television Coverage  

Television coverage played a pivotal role in shaping public perception of the

convention. Anchors narrated the anticipated nomination of Hubert

Humphrey, while live reports from Grant Park highlighted escalating peace

demonstrations. As tensions thickened, clashes erupted between police and

demonstrators, leading to the deployment of tear gas. Young activists and

delegates expressed their frustrations, particularly directed at the Democratic

Party's pro-Vietnam War stance, spotlighting the profound divisions

threatening the party's unity.
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Dissent on the Convention Floor  

Inside the convention, the atmosphere was charged with emotion as

delegates leaned towards anti-war positions grieved over the rejection of a

proposed peace plank. This rejection fueled protests, notably from the New

York delegation, which represented a significant contingent feeling alienated

by the party establishment. Their discontent and demands for a more

progressive agenda underscored the rift within the party.

Conflict and Chaos  

As the internal dissent intensified, tensions erupted into physical

confrontations. The unusual sight of police entering the convention floor

added to the chaos, illustrating the breakdown of order. Reporters and

delegates expressed frustration over the handling of credentials and the

menacing presence of security, which further inflamed tensions.

Street Protests and Police Response  

Outside, the street demonstrations escalated, transforming into violent

confrontations with law enforcement. Protesters, united under the slogan

"The whole world is watching," aimed to draw attention to their opposition

against the Democratic Party's direction and its repressive measures against
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dissent. This moment reflected the broader societal unrest gripping the

nation during this era.

Nomination of Hubert Humphrey  

In spite of the uproar surrounding the convention, Hubert Humphrey

emerged as the Democratic nominee. However, the event revealed not only a

bitter internal struggle regarding the party's stance on the Vietnam War but

also mirrored a wider societal conflict. The deepening divisions within the

Democratic Party raised important questions about its future direction and

cohesion.

Conclusion  

Chapter Fifteen chronicles a pivotal episode in American politics,

illustrating the chaotic conditions of the 1968 Democratic National

Convention. The juxtaposition of protests, emotional dissent, and the clash

between traditional Democratic ideals and rising progressive movements

highlights a critical moment in history. The chapter leaves readers

contemplating whether Humphrey's nomination was a sign of party unity or

an indication of an impending civil war within the Democratic Party.
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Chapter 16: 16 Winning

Chapter 16 Summary: Struggles in the 1968 Presidential Campaign

The 1968 presidential campaign exemplified a turbulent period in American

history, marked by societal upheaval and a growing antiwar sentiment

surrounding the Vietnam War. Hubert Humphrey, the Democratic nominee,

entered the race following a chaotic Democratic National Convention in

Chicago, which exposed the rifts within the party. Humphrey faced

considerable obstacles, struggling to connect with voters as antiwar protests

raged and he encountered significant resistance from influential Democratic

leaders who were skeptical of his commitments, particularly regarding

Vietnam. His public image became increasingly associated with the

fractured Democratic Party, casting him as a weak candidate.

In contrast, Richard Nixon, the Republican candidate, ran an orchestrated

conservative campaign that helped him maintain a lead in the polls. Nixon

adeptly navigated the electoral landscape by largely sidestepping contentious

topics such as Vietnam. Instead, he focused on projecting confidence

through public appearances and a well-crafted media strategy, which

allowed him to dominate television coverage. His campaign utilized sound

bites and visual narratives that portrayed him as a decisive leader,

contrasting sharply with the more disjointed efforts of Humphrey.
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As the campaign progressed, Humphrey attempted to reposition himself by

taking a firmer stance against the Vietnam War in a pivotal televised

address, which momentarily boosted his appeal. However, financial

constraints hindered his momentum, as major donors began to shift their

support to Nixon amid bleak polling data, further complicating his campaign

strategy.

Adding complexity to the electoral dynamics was George Wallace, a

third-party candidate whose platform attracted disillusioned voters,

particularly in the South. Nixon aimed to capture Wallace’s base while

navigating the contentious politics of Southern support, carefully balancing

his appeal without fully aligning with Wallace's more extreme views.

When Election Day neared, Nixon projected confidence despite harboring

fears of potential defeat, which reflected the shaky stakes of his campaign.

His team intensified efforts, ramping up aggressive tactics and emphasizing

voter anxieties; nevertheless, uncertainty loomed over the final outcome

until the votes were tallied.

Ultimately, the election concluded with a narrow victory for Nixon, who

secured crucial electoral votes from the Southern states. This outcome not

only underscored a significant shift in the political landscape but also raised

questions about Nixon's mandate and foreshadowed potential difficulties in

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


governance, particularly in dealing with a resistant Congress. The campaign

epitomized the contentious and polarized atmosphere of a nation grappling

with profound change and division.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 17 The First One Hundred Days

### Chapter Seventeen: The First One Hundred Days

Inauguration Difficulties  

Richard Nixon's inauguration took place under dreary weather, contrasting

starkly with the vibrant event that marked Lyndon B. Johnson's presidency.

The reduced crowd size added to the somber tone. In his inaugural address,

Nixon emphasized the need for national healing and stability, invoking

themes of peace and unity that would become central to his administration's

message. His words aimed to foster hope, despite the challenges that lay

ahead.

Initial Actions and Public Perception  

Upon assuming office, Nixon faced a mixed reception. While a

"counter-inaugural" protest underscored the divisions within the country,

media outlets portrayed his administration as a step toward renewed

confidence. Pundits heralded Nixon's calm demeanor as a sign of potential,

believing he had the capability to steer post-war America through its

tumultuous waters.
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The Nixon Narrative  

Nixon's approach to governance involved carefully curating an image of an

approachable and open leader. However, this facade concealed deeper

insecurities and a manipulative streak. His administration was characterized

by a strong control over media narratives, allowing him to reshape public

perception even as he frequently altered his campaign promises, reflecting a

discrepancy between his public persona and private actions.

Law and Order Focus  

In addressing concerns about rising crime and campus unrest, Nixon

prioritized a law and order agenda early in his presidency. This focus created

a credibility gap; his public rhetoric often clashed with his private intentions,

and controversial policies threatened to undermine civil rights gains. The

tension between his stated objectives and the ramifications of his actions

underscored the complexities of his governance.

Foreign Policy Maneuvers  

While Nixon initially concentrated on domestic issues, early foreign policy

challenges, including North Korea's provocations, soon arose. His responses

revealed a complex understanding of international politics, highlighting his

efforts to maintain control both at home and abroad. This dual focus would
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become a defining feature of his presidency.

Tensions with Media and Establishment  

As Nixon's term progressed, friction began to grow between his

administration and the media. His increasing paranoia about public

perception led to more aggressive tactics aimed at managing his image.

Meanwhile, the media itself began shifting its reporting to align with the

values of "Middle America," thus influencing public discourse.

Conclusion of First Hundred Days  

By the end of Nixon’s first hundred days, a multifaceted portrait of the

president had emerged. He was seen grappling with increasing social unrest

while striving to redefine the national and international landscape. Beneath a

veneer of reassurance, however, lay a web of manipulation and deceit that

hinted at future conflicts and ongoing challenges. This complexity would set

the stage for the ensuing years of his presidency.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 18 Trust

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN: Trust

This chapter delves into the precarious state of trust in President Nixon

during a tumultuous period marked by the unfolding Vietnam War and

escalating domestic unrest. Despite widespread hesitations about the war,

figures like Senator George Aiken began advocating for a withdrawal from

Vietnam, reflecting a growing discontent among the public regarding

Nixon's assurances of stability.

Amid these tensions, Nixon's secret bombing campaigns in Cambodia came

to light, eliciting significant backlash. Surprisingly, his approval ratings

remained elevated, indicating a complex public sentiment toward his

unilateral military actions—a testament to a nation grappling with

conflicting opinions about patriotism and intervention.

The chapter highlights Henry Kissinger's anxiety regarding information

leaks within the administration. In response, he employed extreme measures

such as wiretapping government officials and journalists, fostering an

atmosphere of paranoia that permeated Nixon’s inner circle and illustrated

the administration's desperate attempts to control the narrative surrounding

its actions.
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As governmental trust eroded, a wave of campus unrest emerged, with

students nationwide engaging in protests driven by a myriad of

socio-political frustrations. This was particularly evident at Cornell

University, where the Afro-American Society's takeover of Willard Straight

Hall became a symbol of radical student activism. The event underscored the

surging cultural and racial tensions in higher education, demonstrating a

significant challenge to traditional authority and values.

Nixon's administration reacted to this civil unrest with heavy-handed tactics,

frequently framing student activism as a security threat. This response

epitomized the broader social and institutional fractures within American

society, illustrating the widening chasm between authority and the

burgeoning movement for change.

The chapter captures a transformative shift in youth activism, as a new

generation, disillusioned with mainstream political narratives and the

ongoing Vietnam War, began to embrace revolutionary ideals. This

transformative phase reshaped national dialogue, particularly around themes

of resistance and civil rights.

Nixon sought to consolidate his position as a champion of American values

in the face of unrest, framing himself as a bulwark against what he perceived

as societal degradation. His efforts to project order amidst chaos coincided
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with fluctuating public sentiment, reflecting the palpable tension between his

administration's authority and the rising wave of dissent.

Ultimately, the chapter concludes by emphasizing the ongoing struggle

between the Nixon administration's attempts at maintaining control and the

growing tide of protest that characterized the era, revealing a profound

conflict between established power and grassroots activism during this

pivotal moment in American history.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 19 If Gold Rust

CHAPTER NINETEEN: If Gold Rust

In the summer of 1969, a pivotal incident involving Senator Ted Kennedy

unfolded against the backdrop of significant cultural and political change in

America. On July 18, as Apollo 11 astronauts prepared to make history by

landing on the moon, a tragic car accident occurred in Chappaquiddick,

Massachusetts. The accident claimed the life of Mary Jo Kopechne, a young

woman and former aide to Robert Kennedy. Despite the evidence suggesting

negligence, Kennedy faced no criminal charges, attributing his actions to

shock and exhaustion following the incident.

Kennedy's response to the tragedy and his delayed reporting to authorities

led to a firestorm of media speculation. Publications like Time magazine

scrutinized his choices, particularly his decision to contact influential figures

rather than call for immediate help. This perception of evasiveness fueled

public distrust, casting shadows on Kennedy’s honesty and integrity, even as

many still supported his political ambitions.

Amidst this personal scandal, the nation was navigating a broader cultural

transformation, exemplified by the Woodstock festival. This iconic event

represented a rising wave of counterculture ideals, including sexual

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


liberation and a rejection of societal norms, setting the stage for generational

tensions and moral debates. The festival highlighted these divides, with

some lauding its spirit of freedom while others condemned the associated

behaviors.

The summer also ignited a controversial dialogue surrounding sexual

education. Movements against such progressive programs, including the

Sexual Information and Education Council of the United States (SIECUS),

gathered momentum, revealing deep societal fractures over authority and

morality. This backlash illustrated a greater cultural war within the country,

positioning traditional values against emerging liberal ideologies.

Seizing the moment, Richard Nixon and his administration strategically

maneuvered to capitalize on these divisions, portraying themselves as

champions of conservative values in opposition to the perceived excesses of

the counterculture. This dynamic struggle over moral authority not only

reshaped political discourse but also altered voter alignments across the

nation.

In summary, Chapter Nineteen captures a tumultuous period marked by

personal tragedy, cultural upheaval, and strategic political maneuvering. It

reflects the complex interplay between individual actions and the larger

societal currents that defined an era, underscoring the evolving landscape of

American morality and political identity.
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Chapter 20: 20 The Presidential Offensive

CHAPTER TWENTY: The Presidential Offensive

In 1969, the Nixon administration launched a comprehensive strategy to

counteract campus radicals and the antiwar movement, utilizing a

psychological warfare campaign in collaboration with the FBI. This

approach aimed to shut down radical bookstores and prosecute dissidents

under civil rights laws, while also significantly escalating surveillance on

antiwar activists through military intelligence and various federal agency

lists.

The government actively monitored and infiltrated antiwar groups,

expanding Operation CHAOS, originally a CIA initiative to investigate

foreign support for protestors, into domestic operations. Undercover agents

infiltrated organizations like the NAACP and ACLU, while the IRS

conducted audits targeting activists.

As antiwar sentiments grew, the government focused on undermining a

group of activists known as the "Chicago 8," who were facing conspiracy

charges related to the upheaval during the 1968 Democratic National

Convention. The trial, marred by illegal tactics such as wiretapping and

evidence suppression justified by national security concerns, quickly became
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a media event, illustrating the state's reliance on brutal methods against

dissent.

Within the antiwar movement, factionalism emerged as groups like the

Weathermen adopted increasingly radical and violent tactics, often clashing

not only with the government but also among themselves. These internal

divisions provided the state with an opportunity to portray the movement as

a coordinated threat to national stability.

The Weathermen's infamous "Days of Rage" turned increasingly

confrontational, further fueling the government's narrative of extremist

antiwar activists. Despite, or perhaps because of, this escalation, public

opinion began to shift as the antiwar movement gained mainstream appeal.

A pivotal moment came on October 15 with the Vietnam Moratorium, a

nationwide event that mobilized diverse communities against the war and

showcased widespread discontent. This large-scale grassroots organizing

highlighted significant public opposition to the conflict, challenging Nixon’s

administration in profound ways.

In response, Nixon embraced the "madman theory," leveraging

unpredictability to pressure North Vietnam. However, rising public dissent

forced him into a defensive stance, prompting a public relations campaign to

reassure the so-called "silent majority" of his commitment to peace while
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simultaneously escalating military operations.

The ongoing Vietnam War incited increasing outrage domestically, leading

to more vocal critiques of U.S. policies. Atrocities such as the My Lai

Massacre shattered the carefully crafted narratives of the Nixon

administration, revealing the dark realities of the war to the American

public.

Nixon adjusted his rhetoric to align with the "silent majority," portraying

dissenters as threats to national unity while presenting himself as a guardian

of American values. The fallout from crises like the My Lai incident

impacted his approval ratings, with fluctuations revealing divisions in public

support across different demographics.

Ultimately, the conflict between Nixon's administration and the antiwar

movement became starkly polarized, reflecting the deepening rift in

American society. The struggle against dissent and the quest for a coherent

Vietnam strategy underscored the complexity of the era, illustrating the

turbulent political landscape of late 1960s America, where emerging social

movements challenged established political power in significant ways.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 21 The Polarization

Chapter 21: The Polarization

Introduction to the Cultural Landscape of 1969  

The year 1969 was marked by cultural upheaval, epitomized by the

dominance of Bob Hope's television specials, which engaged the sentiments

of a country increasingly divided. His Christmas special and other

performances aimed to foster national unity amidst the backdrop of growing

protests, such as the New Mobilization Committee to End the War in

Vietnam (New Mobe). Hope’s traditional patriotic narrative struggled to

resonate within an America that was becoming more polarized and

contentious.

The Turning Point of Bob Hope's Comedy  

Hope’s evolving comedic style reflected a noticeable shift towards a

right-leaning perspective while still delivering sharp societal critiques. His

humor addressed contemporary figures and societal upheavals, subtly

revealing the dissonance between a call for unity and the prevalent anti-war

sentiments. The counterculture's influence was palpable, evident in the

changing mannerisms and attire of his audience, indicating a significant
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departure from the status quo.

Reader’s Digest and the Political Divide  

The Reader's Digest sought to bridge the widening gap by handing out

American flag decals, symbolizing a desire for unity. However, as folk

songs began to critique political figures, the divide deepened, emphasizing

how mainstream media and popular culture mirrored the increasingly

partisan climate.

The Chicago Conspiracy Trial  

The Chicago 7 trial emerged as a pivotal moment, where notable

countercultural figures faced off against the state. The courtroom became a

microcosm of the broader societal conflicts, with jury selection illustrating

stark cultural disconnections. The defense framed their clients’ lifestyles and

protest actions as emblematic of a larger struggle against injustice.

Judge Julius Hoffman's Role  

Judge Julius Hoffman's conduct exacerbated the tensions of the trial,

revealing significant biases that reflected the broader societal discord. His

courtroom rulings often painted the defendants as caricatures of societal

decay, fueling further animosity between traditional legal frameworks and
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the countercultural movement.

The Prosecution's Strategy  

The prosecution's approach sought to unify the defendants under a singular

narrative of conspiracy, branding them as purveyors of chaos. Across the

trial, testimony from alleged informants muddied the waters between

activism and criminality, emphasizing obscenity as a focal point of

contention.

Defense Witnesses and Counter-Narratives  

In rebuttal, the defense summoned influential figures who bolstered the

argument for the cultural significance of youth activism and the necessity of

challenging systemic oppression. These testimonies presented alternative

perspectives of American identity and the legitimacy of resistance against

the government.

Polarized Verdict and Cultural Reactions  

The resulting split verdict served as a microcosm for the vast ideological

rifts in American society. Juror discussions reflected inherent biases,

revealing fears that countercultural movements might undermine traditional

values, deepening the national divide.
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Escalation of Tensions and Violence  

As the trial concluded, the atmosphere in the U.S. became increasingly

volatile, with violence and radical actions on the rise. Numerous groups,

responding to their perceived injustices, resorted to extreme measures,

escalating tensions and highlighting a growing rift spearheaded by figures

such as Judge Hoffman.

Conclusion: An America Divided  

Chapter 21 closes with a stark depiction of a nation on the precipice of civil

unrest. Deepening ideological divides suggested that reconciliation was

becoming an elusive goal, as both governmental and countercultural

movements leaned toward radicalization. This trajectory heralded a more

dangerous confrontation within a fractured society.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 22 Tourniquet

### Chapter 22 Summary: Tourniquet

Nixon's Supreme Court Nominee and Bureaucratic Unrest  

In a politically turbulent period for President Nixon, his nomination of G.

Harrold Carswell to the Supreme Court stirred controversy due to Carswell's

previous segregationist views. This revelation ignited a firestorm among

civil rights advocates within Nixon's administration, particularly affecting

Leon Panetta, who led a group of officials committed to civil rights.

Panetta's resignation, alongside six of his subordinates, underscored the deep

fractures within the administration concerning civil rights issues. In response

to the backlash, Nixon's team endeavored to control the narrative

surrounding civil rights and judicial appointments, reflecting the mounting

tension within the government.

Public Relations vs. Internal Strategies  

While publicly promoting their commitment to civil rights, Nixon's

administration simultaneously sought to navigate around civil service

regulations to install more conservative judges. This dual strategy played

into Nixon's "Southern Strategy," designed to win over Southern voters by
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accommodating segregationist sentiments. This political maneuvering

resulted in a schism within the Republican Party as leaders in the South were

encouraged to align closely with local power structures to secure electoral

victories.

Challenges in Foreign Policy and Internal Security  

Nixon also faced escalating challenges in foreign policy due to continued

unrest surrounding the Vietnam War. The administration’s decision to

conduct secret bombings in Laos attracted intense scrutiny and criticism.

Domestically, fears of anti-war dissent prompted the establishment of a new

surveillance network spearheaded by controversial associates of Nixon,

aiming to quash dissent against his policies. This reflected a broader strategy

to control internal unrest, linking foreign policy challenges with increasing

civil conflicts at home.

White House Scandals and Economic Issues  

Compounding the administration's woes, ongoing investigations into

political funding and corruption emerged, revealing clandestine efforts to

solidify support from Southern politicians. Simultaneously, domestic labor

unrest manifested in an unprecedented postal workers' strike, which

prompted Nixon to deploy troops to ensure the continuation of mail services,

illustrating an alarming decline in his administration's ability to maintain
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order and control.

Public Image vs. Reality  

Despite efforts to curate a favorable public image, Nixon's approval ratings

began to plummet as internal pressures grew. He found solace in the

militaristic themes of the film "Patton," resonating with his desire for

decisive action but finding it at odds with mounting legislative setbacks and

economic challenges. The reality of his presidency starkly contrasted with

his aspirations, as his grip on power seemed increasingly tenuous.

Concluding Strategies and Future Actions  

Faced with escalating pressures from numerous fronts, Nixon opted to

escalate military operations in Cambodia, signaling a significant shift back

toward aggression in his foreign policy. This decision to intensify conflict

illustrated the complexities and contradictions of his administration,

highlighting Nixon's struggle to assert authority amid an environment rife

with unrest and backlash. As rhetoric regarding troop withdrawals faded,

Nixon's retreat to military strategies reflected the larger struggle for

coherence within his presidency during a deeply polarized era.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 23 Mayday

Chapter 23: Mayday - Summary

In May 1970, "Nixonland" delves into the escalating tensions surrounding

the Vietnam War and the shifting political atmosphere in the United States.

Following President Nixon's televised address in which he announced plans

for troop withdrawals, the situation took a provocative turn when he

declared an invasion of Cambodia. This controversial decision, made against

the backdrop of increasing enemy activity, triggered widespread protests

across the nation, particularly on college campuses.

Nixon's Strategic Decisions  

Nixon's rationale for reversing troop withdrawal was framed as a necessary

measure to safeguard American lives and support his Vietnamization

strategy—a policy aimed at transferring the responsibility of the war to

South Vietnamese forces. Despite Secretary of State William Rogers

warning about the potential backlash, Nixon's focus remained on rallying

domestic support. He portrayed the invasion as a crucial fight against

totalitarianism and as essential to maintaining order at home.

Campus Unrest and the Fate of Kent State  
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The atmosphere on campuses was increasingly volatile, with Kent State

University emerging as a central site of protest. Students fervently opposed

the Vietnam War and the military's presence on their campuses, leading to

intensified demonstrations against the Reserve Officers' Training Corps

(ROTC) and recruitment efforts. The situation escalated dramatically on

May 4, when National Guardsmen opened fire on protesting students,

resulting in four deaths and nine injuries. This tragic incident ignited a wave

of national outrage and showcased the growing rift within American society

over the war.

Public Outcry and Nationwide Response  

In the aftermath of the Kent State shooting, protests surged across the

country as students from numerous universities participated in strikes

against the war. The collective response highlighted a rapid shift in public

sentiment, uniting various groups under an increasingly vocal anti-war

stance. The tragedies that unfolded emphasized the profound impact of the

Vietnam War on American society, galvanizing a movement that traversed

lines of class and ideology.

Political Ramifications and Nixon's Challenges  

As anti-war sentiments intensified, Nixon’s administration faced mounting
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public pressure. Opposition to military actions proliferated, and calls for

accountability grew louder. The chapter illustrates how this environment

reshaped the political landscape, with Nixon striving to consolidate support

from blue-collar workers in an attempt to bridge the divides exacerbated by

the unrest.

Conclusion  

Chapter 23 encapsulates a significant turning point in American history,

where the intertwining of the Vietnam War, student protests, and

governmental responses led to transformative socio-political changes. The

events that transpired at Kent State not only ignited public consciousness but

also challenged the prevailing narrative regarding U.S. involvement in

Vietnam, marking a critical juncture in the nation's ongoing tumultuous

debate over the war.
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Chapter 24: 24 Purity

Chapter Summary: Nixonland, Chapter 24 - Purity

In Chapter 24 of *Nixonland*, titled "Purity," the political landscape of the

1970 election unfolds amid a backdrop of national unrest and ideological

conflict. Richard Nixon initiated his campaign with a carefully orchestrated

event at the University of Tennessee, invited by evangelist Billy Graham for

a crusade. This appearance was designed to project an image of Nixon as a

relatable leader engaging with youth, despite a plethora of protests

simmering in the background. While Graham’s sermon underscored

obedience to authority, it intensified dissent among the students who felt

increasingly disillusioned by the prevailing political climate marked by the

Vietnam War.

During this turbulent time, the Vice President Spiro Agnew emerged as a

fiery figure advocating for the Silent Majority—a term he coined to describe

those Americans who felt marginalized by the liberal movements of the

1960s. His combative rhetoric, targeting media biases and protest culture,

resonated particularly with conservative audiences feeling alienated by rapid

social changes. Agnew’s speeches sought to reinforce the administration's

stance against what they perceived as deteriorating societal values.
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As the election neared, the issue of extending voting rights to

eighteen-year-olds gained urgency. This movement, championed by

Democrats, pressured Nixon to reconcile his policies with the emerging

voices of younger voters. The McGovern Commission played a pivotal role

in advocating for reforms in Democratic Party nomination rules, with an eye

toward increasing representation for youth and minorities.

Political polarization intensified as the Democrats rallied around anti-war

sentiments while Nixon’s administration manipulated existing divisions

within the party. Both Agnew and Nixon maneuvered strategically to

capitalize on dissent, with the administration promoting a narrative of law

and order against the backdrop of civil rights movements and feminist

activism challenging traditional norms.

As November 3, 1970, approached, the stakes heightened, with both parties

fully entrenched in their ideological battles. Nixon sought to solidify public

support by emphasizing stability and order in a society grappling with chaos.

The chapter illustrates a critical juncture in American politics—highlighting

how cultural upheavals and electoral strategies would shape the nation’s

political trajectory for years to come.
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Chapter 25 Summary: Agnew’s Election

Introduction to Agnew's Campaign  

In a bid to bolster Nixon's administration, Spiro Agnew launched a political

campaign that presented the upcoming elections as a showdown between

tarnished elites and a newly emerging majority aligned with Nixon’s vision.

Agnew sought to reshape public sentiment by advocating for a responsible

Congress that would re-establish order and stability.

Rhetoric and Strategy  

Agnew’s campaign was marked by aggressive rhetoric directed at the

Democratic Party, which he labeled as "radical-liberals." He argued that

their policies had contributed to a decline in societal order. His speeches,

filled with dramatic language and vivid terms like "troglodytic," were

strategically crafted to resonate with an electorate frustrated by social

turmoil. Agnew stressed themes of law and order, positioning himself as a

champion for traditional American values.

Adlai Stevenson III's Challenge  
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Targeting Democratic challenger Adlai Stevenson III, Agnew capitalized on

Stevenson’s liberal background to galvanize public opinion against the

perceived failures of liberal policies, particularly in matters of law

enforcement and civil unrest. This focus on Stevenson was part of a broader

strategy to discredit the Democratic establishment.

Labor Union Dynamics  

Agnew's rhetoric was further energized by the discontent among labor

unions, particularly with AFL-CIO president George Meany expressing

dissatisfaction with the Democrats. This internal discord within the

Democratic Party provided Agnew with a narrative of extremism that the

Republicans could exploit, emphasizing divisions and weaknesses among

their rivals.

Agnew on the Campaign Trail  

As Agnew traveled across key states such as California, Wyoming, and

Tennessee, he employed a series of strategic lines aimed at undermining

Democratic candidates. He created memorable phrases that demonized

dissent and highlighted countercultural movements as threats to societal

integrity, effectively rallying support from conservative voters concerned

about change.
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Nixon's European Engagement  

Amidst Agnew's intensive campaigning, President Nixon was occupied with

navigating international dilemmas and engaging in strategic diplomacy. He

attempted to balance his responsibilities overseas with his ambitions to

campaign, illustrating the complexities of governance during an election

season.

The Silent Majority's Call  

Both Agnew and Nixon harnessed the concept of the "Silent Majority" to

draw support against countercultural movements, portraying themselves as

defenders of traditional values in the face of perceived chaos. This appeal

aimed to connect with Americans who felt sidelined amid the societal

changes of the era.

The Midterm Elections  

Despite vigorous campaigning, the Republican Party faced setbacks in

critical Senate races, with Democrats making significant gains. This

outcome reflected a disillusioned electorate responding to economic

pressures and a growing dissatisfaction with the direction of Nixon’s

policies.
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Nixon's Reaction and Reflection  

Following the election results, Nixon was incensed by the outcomes and

recognized that his administration had significantly misjudged the political

landscape. He understood the pressing need for policy adjustments and a

shift toward a more moderate approach to regain voter trust.

Conclusion: Strategic Reevaluation  

The midterm elections and Agnew’s combative style sparked an essential

reevaluation of strategies within Nixon’s campaign. Moving forward, Nixon

aimed to pivot towards responsible governance and strategic political

maneuvering, preparing for the next election cycle with an emphasis on

stability and control to sustain his administration’s hold on power.
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Chapter 26: How to Survive the Debacle

By 1971, a dark cloud of apocalyptic sentiments shadowed American

culture, particularly in California. This pervasive sense of doom spurred a

variety of forecasters—from those interpreting astrological charts to more

serious analysts warning of overpopulation and natural disasters—leading to

widespread existential anxiety across the nation.

In this atmosphere of fear, culture became a canvas for exploring daunting

themes of societal collapse and upheaval. Influential books and media

echoed a collective call for guidance as the American public grappled with

the potential for chaos and catastrophe. As these narratives propagated, the

search for meaning and reassurance intensified, illuminating a cultural

landscape fraught with unease.

Contrasting with the grim outlook, Charles A. Reich's influential work, "The

Greening of America," emerged as a beacon of hope. He urged for a peaceful

societal transformation, rooted in the values of the baby boomer generation,

advocating for individual lifestyle changes over violent upheaval. This

movement emphasized a counter-revolution that embraced personal

responsibility and creativity as tools for societal renewal.
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Amid the societal turmoil, many Americans opted to retreat from political

engagement, resulting in a marked decline in voter turnout and growing

apathy toward critical national issues. Conservative activists seized on

debates around topics like antibusing, aiming to protect suburban values in

the face of perceived threats to the social fabric.

In the midst of this chaos, President Richard Nixon adopted a tone of hope

and renewal. Publicly, he crafted messages focused on optimism; privately,

however, he engaged in complex political maneuverings that included

attempts to undermine opponents and control public perception as the 1972

elections approached.

While Nixon managed domestic perceptions, his administration continued

clandestine military operations in Southeast Asia, notably in Laos, to

advance the strategy of Vietnamization. However, complications and

setbacks in these operations exposed vulnerabilities, complicating his

political narrative and strategy.

The media intensified scrutiny on Nixon's administration, challenging the

integrity of government narratives surrounding military efforts. This led to a

tumultuous battle between aggressive public relations tactics employed by

Nixon’s team and a growing paranoia regarding media bias, as the

administration sought to maintain its credibility.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Compounding these challenges were rising concerns about government

surveillance. Senate hearings unveiled abuses of intelligence, prompting

voices like Senator Sam Ervin to advocate for the protection of civil liberties

in the face of escalating national security measures. This pivotal debate

underscored the conflict between safeguarding individual rights and

enforcing state control.

In a landscape marked by manipulation and personal agendas, Nixon’s

administration made politically driven decisions, particularly concerning

agricultural policies that favored the dairy industry. By prioritizing political

expediency over ethical considerations, these tactics underscored a troubling

trend of corruption and short-term thinking in governance.

In summary, this chapter encapsulates the omnipresent dread of 1971

America, juxtaposed with the optimistic counter-narratives advocating for

change, while depicting Nixon's multifaceted and often contradictory

strategies to retain power amid turmoil. As societal unrest dined with

political manipulation and ethical compromise, the struggle for direction in

an uncertain world became palpable.
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Chapter 27 Summary: Cruelest Month

In March 1971, the backdrop of the Laos Offensive found the American

military entangled in a web of discontent and rebellion, albeit without

triggering significant domestic protests. Instead, a wave of dissatisfaction

surged among American soldiers stationed in Southeast Asia, prompting

many to question the very purpose of their deployment in Vietnam. This

introspection manifested in open acts of mutiny, where soldiers began to

openly defy orders, particularly along the Laos border on March 20.

The rebellion among the troops grew, as military discipline weakened amidst

a tide of anti-war sentiment. Soldiers started to express their dissent

publicly—writing protest slogans on their helmets and participating in

off-base demonstrations. The rise of anti-war coffeehouses and grassroots

newsletters helped solidify an emerging collective identity among the GIs,

united in their opposition to the conflict.

This burgeoning GI movement gained significant momentum through

artistic and celebrity-driven efforts like the Free the Army (FTA) shows,

featuring notable figures such as actress Jane Fonda. Additionally, acts of

"fragging"—a term used to describe incidents where soldiers intentionally

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


harmed unpopular officers—underscored the extent of discontent within the

ranks, revealing serious divisions and frustrations with military leadership.

Meanwhile, veterans who had returned from Vietnam began to share

harrowing accounts of the war, detailing the atrocities they witnessed.

Organizations such as Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW) emerged,

holding public hearings and protests that highlighted the moral injuries faced

by many soldiers and exposing the darker realities of their service.

Despite the growing voices of dissent among veterans, the media largely

ignored the magnitude of their discontent, downplaying their testimonies and

the implications for the war effort. In response to the rising backlash,

President Nixon took strategic political measures to manage public

perceptions. He aimed to garner sympathy for veterans while simultaneously

obscuring the larger systemic issues represented by the controversial

court-martial of Lieutenant William Calley, who had been convicted for his

role in the My Lai massacre. Calley became a contentious figure,

symbolizing both the failures of military leadership and the motivations of

disenfranchised veterans.

As more veterans returned home, their grievances began to resonate with a

wider audience, leading to a notable shift in public and political responses.

High-profile anti-war rallies, including a monumental demonstration in

Washington, D.C., highlighted the urgent sentiment on the ground, even as
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counter-demonstrations reflected a polarized national discourse. Media

reports contributed to the complexity of these events, complicating Nixon’s

efforts to navigate the public outcry.

By the summer of 1971, disillusionment with the Vietnam War had reached

a boiling point among the American populace, contributing to plummeting

approval ratings for Nixon. This discontent, coupled with the rising visibility

of soldiers openly opposing the conflict, suggested a profound backdrop to

the political landscape as the nation moved closer to the next presidential

election, setting the stage for significant societal changes.
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### Chapter Twenty-Eight: Ping-Pong

Nixon's Image Rehabilitation

Nixon was under significant pressure to repair his public image while

simultaneously navigating the complexities of establishing a new global

peace framework. A key focus of this endeavor was building relationships

with China, a departure from the pervasive view of China as a formidable

adversary in American politics.

Changing Views on China

Nixon’s perspective on China underwent a transformational shift, as he

sought to engage with the country despite skepticism from key advisors like

Henry Kissinger. Central to his strategy was the idea of using China as a

counterbalance to the Soviet Union, especially within the contentious

context of the Vietnam War.

China Engagement Through Diplomatic Channels

Kissinger's efforts to establish connections with Chinese leaders included
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covert diplomacy that utilized Pakistan's President Yahya Khan as an

intermediary. This approach set the groundwork for Nixon’s future

relationship with China, even as significant human rights violations in East

Pakistan were largely ignored by the U.S. government, reflecting the moral

ambiguities often inherent in foreign policy decisions.

Ping-Pong Diplomacy

The pivotal moment of "Ping-Pong Diplomacy" occurred in April 1971

when the U.S. table tennis team visited China. This exchange symbolized a

significant thaw in U.S.-China relations and captured the imagination of

young Americans, providing a grassroots aspect to diplomacy that contrasted

with the prevailing political discourse of the time.

The Significance of Secrecy

Amid advancing diplomatic negotiations, Nixon's administration was also

grappling with the fallout from the Pentagon Papers, a trove of classified

documents that exposed misleading narratives about the Vietnam War. As

the media began to unveil these revelations, Nixon faced escalating scrutiny

that threatened his administration.

Pentagon Papers Leak and Nixon's Reaction
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The leak of the Pentagon Papers ignited Nixon’s paranoia and led to

aggressive measures aimed at identifying and silencing the whistleblower,

Daniel Ellsberg. This incident highlighted Nixon's obsession with managing

the public narrative and maintaining secrecy, signaling a troubling trend in

his governance.

The Plumbers and Nixon’s Criminalization of Politics

In a bid to undermine Ellsberg and hinder the dissemination of the Pentagon

Papers, Nixon established a covert unit known as the Plumbers. This

decision marked a pivotal moment in Nixon's presidency, as his increased

reliance on sabotage and blackmail tactics foreshadowed the later Watergate

scandal, cementing a culture of operational secrecy and political aggression.

The Fallout from the Summer of 1971

As the summer of 1971 unfolded, Nixon and his inner circle faced

heightened tensions stemming from both the fallout of the Pentagon Papers

and the rising political influence of a disenchanted youth demographic. This

period was marked by Nixon's visible disdain for media scrutiny and public

dissent, further complicating his efforts to maintain control over the political

narrative.

Conclusion
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By the close of the summer of 1971, the intricate interplay between Nixon's

diplomatic ambitions and internal political sabotage had set the stage for

deeper crises ahead. His administration was caught in a delicate balance

between the quest for power and the harsh realities of increasing public

opposition and exposure of its clandestine operations.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 29 The Coven

Chapter 29: The Coven

In the tumultuous landscape of 1971 Georgetown, David St. John’s "The

Coven" introduces readers to private investigator Jonathan P. Gault, who

delves into the repercussions of two murders tied to a senator. The chapter

reveals a society beset by countercultural upheaval, rampant drug use, and

political corruption, echoing the pervasive anxieties of the time regarding

liberalism and societal decay. This narrative offers a critical lens on the era's

conflicts, reflecting sentiments resonant with certain factions of Nixon’s

administration.

As Gault navigates this chaotic environment, the chapter underscores the

grim reality of law enforcement in America. A surge in violence against

police officers and a public inclination towards aggressive policing measures

heighten tensions between communities and authority figures. Young people

and activists, often at the forefront of cultural dissent, face extreme

repercussions for their beliefs, revealing a nation on the edge. The actions of

vigilantes and incidents of police brutality manifest the discontent

surrounding the fallout from the 'sick '60s', illustrating a society in disarray.

Against this backdrop of turmoil, the chapter paints a vivid portrait of
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America in upheaval, where conservative sentiments are resurging amidst

widespread violence. Politicians like Frank Rizzo capitalize on the public’s

escalating desire for law and order, very much embodying a tough-on-crime

approach. This cultural clash is further exacerbated by notable events like

the Attica prison riot, which stands as a glaring symbol of systemic

oppression. The inmates’ uprising for better conditions starkly highlights

societal grievances, culminating in a violent police response that results in

tragedy and widespread outrage. This incident acts as a catalyst for national

reflection on civil rights and the intricate power dynamics at play in

America.

In the realm of politics, Nixon’s administration scrambles to manage rising

public discontent fueled by economic strife. His strategic maneuvers in

communications aim to reshape the narrative, diverting public unrest and

consolidating support for his controversial policies, including wage and

price controls. As Nixon prepares for the 1972 elections, these tactics

highlight his struggle to navigate a tumultuous political landscape.

The chapter captures the cultural resonance of Nixon’s America—a unique

blend of nostalgia intertwined with a conservative revival and increasing

polarization. Despite facing opposition, Nixon taps into existing fears and

prejudices, crafting a narrative that juxtaposes traditional values against the

chaotic ideals propounded by youth and countercultural movements. This

intentional positioning encapsulates his political identity as he seeks to

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


solidify his power.

In conclusion, Chapter 29 offers a profound exploration of the

interconnectedness of culture, politics, and societal strife in Nixon’s era. The

complex dynamics at play not only frame Gault's investigation but also

encapsulate the broader struggles for identity and authority within the United

States. This chapter serves as a compelling reflection of a divided nation,

setting the stage for an impending electoral battle amid the echoes of a

disrupted past.
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Chapter 30 Summary: 30 The Party of Jefferson,
Jackson, and George Wallace

CHAPTER THIRTY: The Party of Jefferson, Jackson, and George Wallace

Overview of the 1972 Presidential Race  

The 1972 presidential election unfolded against a backdrop of political

fragmentation, where the prevailing belief was that a candidate could secure

victory with just 40% of the popular vote. This environment reflected a

broader societal disillusionment with established political institutions,

evidenced by plummeting approval ratings for the sitting president and a

wave of films portraying similar themes of discontent.

Democratic Party Dynamics  

Within the Democratic Party, the nomination process became highly

competitive and unpredictable, largely due to reforms instituted by the

McGovern Commission. These changes encouraged open voting in

primaries, inviting a diverse array of candidates from across the ideological

spectrum. Traditional campaigning strategies faced obsolescence as party

dynamics shifted dramatically.
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Emerging Candidates and Controversies  

Prominent candidates emerged in this tumultuous climate, including Ted

Kennedy, who was noncommittal about his presidential ambitions. Other

contenders sought to position themselves strategically to gain support from

various voter groups—Shirley Chisholm championed progressive policies

while Hubert Humphrey represented the party establishment. George

Wallace's entrance into the race added significant tension, as his

controversial views deepened divisions within the party.

The Role of Nixon and the Republican Party  

Recognizing the internal strife among Democrats, President Richard Nixon

positioned himself to exploit their discord. His administration faced scrutiny

over its handling of the Vietnam War and domestic unrest, which eroded

public trust. To weaken Democratic unity, Nixon employed a range of

political tactics, including deceptive maneuvers aimed at accentuating their

infighting.

The Intricacy of Voter Sentiment  

As candidates campaigned in key states like Florida and New Hampshire,

they discovered a volatile electorate increasingly frustrated with the political

status quo. This discontent allowed outsider candidates like Wallace to gain
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traction, while George McGovern positioned himself as a beacon of change,

advocating for an end to the Vietnam War and appealing to the youth's desire

for authenticity and reform.

Opposition to Nixon’s Vietnam Policy  

McGovern and his allies mounted a strong opposition to Nixon’s Vietnam

policies, presenting themselves as champions of transparency and peace.

Critics accused Nixon of manipulating public perception, particularly

concerning his portrayal of the war's impact, leading to accusations of

dishonesty and insincerity regarding the return of prisoners of war.

Political Tactics and Manipulations  

The chapter describes a complex tapestry of political intrigue, highlighting

Nixon’s campaign's deployment of smears and clandestine operations

intended to disrupt the cohesion of the Democratic candidates. Tactics such

as infiltrating campaigns and disseminating misinformation sowed confusion

and chaos, further complicating the primary race.

Conclusion: A Divided Political Landscape  

Ultimately, the 1972 election served as a stark illustration of a divided

political environment, where ideological disputes and strategic
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manipulations played crucial roles in shaping candidates' journeys. Nixon's

ability to capitalize on a disordered Democratic Party set the stage for a

contentious election, leaving a lasting impact on American political

dynamics.
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Chapter 31 Summary: 31 The Spring Offensive

### Chapter Thirty-One: The Spring Offensive

This chapter captures a pivotal moment in American politics as the 1972

presidential election approaches, spotlighting Richard Nixon's controversial

campaign tactics and the emergence of George McGovern as a serious

contender within the Democratic Party.

Nixon's Campaign and Dirty Tricks  

The chapter opens with a detailed look at Nixon's campaign strategy,

characterized by underhanded tactics orchestrated by his aides, including

Donald Segretti and Jeb Stuart Magruder. These individuals devised a series

of sabotage efforts, often referred to as "ratfucking," aimed primarily at

undermining the candidacy of fellow Democrats, most notably Edmund

Muskie during the Wisconsin primary. This campaign was further bolstered

by significant financial support from corporations like International

Telephone & Telegraph (ITT), which was tied to ongoing antitrust

negotiations benefiting Nixon's administration. A chilling aspect of the

campaign emerged as aides even discussed extreme measures, including

plots against journalists, showcasing the lengths to which they were willing

to go to maintain an upper hand in the political arena.
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McGovern's Rise  

In contrast, George McGovern began to carve out a niche for himself with a

focus on grassroots fundraising and progressive policies that appealed to an

electorate increasingly disillusioned with the status quo. His message of new

populism emphasized authenticity and strong opposition to the Vietnam

War, a stance that resonated deeply with voters. McGovern's strategy

included reaching out to blue-collar workers, fostering empathy for their

economic struggles, and standing in stark opposition to more traditional

candidates like Muskie and Hubert Humphrey, who embodied the

Democratic establishment.

Political Developments and Democratic Conflicts  

As McGovern's star began to rise — highlighted by victories in crucial

primary contests in Wisconsin and Massachusetts — he faced backlash from

traditional Democratic factions, particularly labor unions that viewed his

candidacy with skepticism. The internal conflicts within the party became

more pronounced, as Hubert Humphrey emerged as a serious challenger,

rallying support from the old-line establishment and attempting to exploit

McGovern's weaknesses. The Democratic Party was thus divided, grappling

with its identity and direction as new progressive voices clashed with

established interests.
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Nixon’s Vietnam Strategy  

The chapter further details Nixon's military policy, particularly the

escalation of the Vietnam War. The launch of Operation Freedom Train

drew significant domestic criticism and intensified protests against the

ongoing conflict. Nixon sought to frame these bombing campaigns as

necessary efforts to expedite the conclusion of the war, even as he engaged

in political maneuvers to quell the growing unrest surrounding his

presidency.

Conclusion  

The chapter concludes by emphasizing the deepening polarization within

American politics, marking a stark division between the older and newer

factions of the Democratic Party. It reflects on the implications of Nixon's

aggressive foreign policy for domestic political narratives and public

sentiment, setting the stage for a contentious election season as the nation

grapples with issues of war, integrity, and the future direction of leadership.
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Chapter 32: 32 Celebrities

CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO: Celebrities

The chapter begins with Arthur Bremer, a twenty-year-old yearning for

 fame, who looks to make a name for himself by targeting President Richard

Nixon during the politically charged Wisconsin primary of 1972. Bremer

embodies the era's deep-rooted fascination with celebrity, driven by a culture

that often conflates notoriety with significance. Influenced by radical

elements and the high-profile endorsements of figures like George

 McGovern, a leading Democratic candidate, Bremer meticulously plans

 a dramatic act to achieve his goal of infamy. 

However, his initial attempts to follow Nixon are fraught with logistical

challenges and insecurities about his capabilities. As doubts cloud his

judgment, Bremer considers alternate targets, such as Secret Service agents, 

reflecting a growing disillusionment with political activism amid a

landscape rife with strife and chaotic expression.

Ultimately, Bremer's fixation results in an act of violence not against Nixon,

but against George Wallace, a staunch conservative and presidential

 candidate, whom he shoots at a campaign event in Laurel, Maryland.

Wallace is severely injured, along with several bystanders, inciting
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immediate reactions from political leaders and escalating fears regarding the

safety of campaign events. The incident garners extensive media coverage,

stirring public discourse on the implications of political violence.

In the wake of the shooting, Nixon's administration reacts with palpable

panic, worried about potential backlash that could tarnish his presidency. In

a strategic shift, Nixon’s team seeks to frame Bremer, a troubled individual,

as a leftist extremist, thereby weaponizing the incident to discredit

opponents amidst rising political tensions.

The fallout from the shooting severely affects the Democratic primaries.

Wallace's injury becomes a focal point for his supporters, complicating the

party's dynamics as they grapple with leadership and solidarity. The looming

Democratic convention is disturbed by tensions over delegate legitimacy and

party unity, particularly between factions rallying behind McGovern and

veteran figure Hubert Humphrey.

In this turbulent atmosphere, Nixon's campaign seizes the moment to

undermine the Democratic contenders. Smear campaigns tie McGovern to

celebrity culture, suggesting a disconnect between him and average

Americans, thereby amplifying unease among voters who perceive the

Democratic Party as elitist.
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As Bremer’s actions reverberate through the political sphere, they contribute

to a nexus of chaos that culminates in a volatile climate leading to the 1972

elections. The intersection of Wallace’s paralysis, internal strife within the

Democratic Party, and Nixon's strategic moves engenders concerns about

party cohesion and effective campaigning.

In conclusion, Chapter 32 encapsulates the intricate relationships between

celebrity culture, political violence, and electoral strategies during a

significant moment in American history. Bremer’s tragic pursuit of fame

illustrates the perilous quest for notoriety, while the reactions from the

political elite reveal the fragility of power in a time of discord and

uncertainty.
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Chapter 33 Summary: 33 In Which Playboy Bunnies, and
Barbarella, and Tanya, Inspire Theoretical
Considerations upon the Nature of Democracy

Chapter Summary: Nixonland - Chapter 33

Democratic Convention Chaos in Miami (1972)  

The chapter begins amid the tumult of the 1972 Democratic National

Convention held in Miami Beach. This gathering, featuring notable figures

like actor Robert Redford and activist Abbie Hoffman, serves as a

microcosm of the era's political volatility. Hoffman's presence, alongside

fellow activist Jerry Rubin, exemplifies the rise of youth-led movements that

aim to reshape the Democratic Party's direction.

Factional Struggles and Tensions  

At the heart of the convention lies a fierce ideological battle between

reformists, who support candidate George McGovern, and the traditional

Democratic establishment, represented by politicians like Hubert Humphrey

and unions led by George Meany. A procedural choke-point emerges

regarding the counting of delegates, heightening tensions and hinting at

instability during the proceedings.
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Delegates and Gender Politics  

As the chapter progresses, it highlights the struggles faced by women and

minority groups striving for greater representation within the party. Activists

rallying under the National Women’s Political Caucus push for gender parity

in delegate selections, yet the fragmentation within the party proves an

obstacle to achieving this goal.

Confrontation and Conflict  

Conflicts escalate as McGovern’s faction contends with the entrenched party

regulars who feel sidelined by the reformist agenda. The narrative vividly

illustrates the chaos of the convention, filled with fierce ideological debates

and procedural wrangling, reflecting both the cultural shifts of the 1970s and

traditional political contestation.

Media and Public Perception  

The portrayal of the convention in the media underscores the stark contrasts

between establishment politics and the burgeoning air of protest and

activism. This spectacle not only captivates public attention but also

highlights a growing disillusionment with conventional political

frameworks.
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Appointment of the Vice President  

After McGovern secures the presidential nomination, the selection of

Thomas Eagleton as his running mate sparks controversy. Soon after,

revelations regarding Eagleton’s mental health history create a tumultuous

crisis, further complicating the McGovern campaign and revealing the

vulnerabilities within its leadership.

Nixon's Response and Political Schemes  

In tandem with the chaos enveloping the Democratic Party, President Nixon

seeks to fortify his position amid various pressures, notably the Vietnam

War and the emerging Watergate scandal. Demonstrating shrewd political

maneuvering, Nixon attempts to frame the narrative in his favor, illustrating

the complexities and contradictions inherent in American political life.

Concluding Observations  

The chapter culminates with reflections on the fractious environment of the

convention, the ideological schisms within the Democratic Party, and the

unfolding political strategies of Nixon. It reveals how both emerging

movements and counter-movements in this period are shaping American

democracy, setting the stage for developments that will significantly impact
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the upcoming election cycle.
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Chapter 34 Summary: 34 Not Half Enough

In Chapter 34 of *Nixonland* by Rick Perlstein, titled "Not Half Enough,"

 the landscape of the 1972 presidential election unfolds with Richard Nixon

maintaining a solid lead over George McGovern, both in polls and public

sentiment. Despite McGovern's attempts to resonate with the youth and the

idealistic generation of the time, he struggled to gain substantial traction,

overshadowed by Nixon’s rising popularity, particularly among younger

voters.

The chapter details a transformation in political dynamics as Nixon

effectively reached out to traditional Democratic voters while facing a

backlash from the established party elite, who were increasingly critical of

McGovern's candidacy. This shift emphasized the cultural and political

forces coalescing around Nixon, who was seen as more aligned with the

values of middle America. Conversely, McGovern found himself unable to

counter this momentum, facing both internal party dissent and an uphill

battle against Nixon's narrative.

As the Watergate scandal brewed, Nixon’s campaign tactics came under

scrutiny, revealing instances of political espionage aimed at undermining

McGovern. While McGovern attempted to leverage the scandal to boost his

campaign, media coverage often portrayed the situation as politically

charged rather than a straightforward corruption issue, which diluted the
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effectiveness of his attacks on Nixon. Nixon's campaign deftly positioned

McGovern as disconnected from ordinary Americans, while they sought to

downplay the implications of Watergate as mere partisan politics.

Media portrayal heavily influenced public perception during this election

cycle. McGovern's efforts to clarify his positions on welfare and foreign

policy frequently appeared weak compared to Nixon's assertive public

statements. This chapter underscores how Nixon's decisive narrative of

strength and stability resonated with voters, despite the underlying

corruption associated with his administration.

As Election Day approached, both campaigns ramped up their messaging,

with Nixon projecting confidence tempered by a wariness of potential liberal

shifts impacting his voter base. On the other hand, McGovern’s campaign,

buoyed by grassroots enthusiasm, struggled to shift public perception and

gain significant momentum against the prevailing narrative.

The election culminated in a landslide victory for Nixon, who garnered

nearly 61% of the popular vote. This outcome deepened the political chasm

within American society, revealing stark divisions in political identity.

While Nixon celebrated personal success, he was left feeling isolated and

dissatisfied by the same political environment and party dynamics that had

propelled him to victory.
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In conclusion, Perlstein posits that the era of "Nixonland"—symbolizing the

polarized political and cultural environment—remains relevant today. The

legacy of Nixon’s presidency and the societal fractures it exposed continue

to resonate within contemporary American political discourse, reflecting

ongoing tensions that originated during this tumultuous period.
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