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No Shortcuts To The Top Summary
Conquering peaks while embracing the journey and its risks.
Written by New Y ork Central Park Page Turners Books Club
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About the book

In *No Shortcuts to the Top*, Ed Viestursinvites readers into the
exhilarating yet perilous realm of extreme mountaineering as he pursues an
extraordinary ambition: to summit all fourteen of the world's 8,000-meter
peaks without the aid of bottled oxygen. This memoir is not just a record of
his formidable achievements; it is a deep exploration of the emotional and
ethical dilemmas faced by mountaineers, juxtaposing Viesturs unwavering

passion for the mountains with his responsibilities toward his family.

Throughout the narrative, Viesturs reflects on the daunting trials and critical
decisions that climbers confront in their quest for adventure and recognition.
His recounting of the infamous 1996 Everest disaster, where severa
climberslost their lives due to severe weather and mismanagement, serves
as a sobering reminder of the thin line between ambition and survival in the
high-stakes world of mountaineering. Viesturs emphasi zes his philosophy
that while reaching the summit may be a goal, the descent is paramount,
highlighting the importance of safety and prudence in such extreme

endeavors.

In addition to the gravity of climbing, Viesturs infuses the story with
moments of humor and camaraderie, showcasing the bonds formed between
climbers. As he shares hisjourney, readers are treated to insights into his

character—nhi's cautious approach to climbing and his deep respect for nature
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and its power. The memoir also touches on the personal sacrifices he faces,
showing the complexity of balancing his two passions: the call of the

mountains and the love for hisfamily.

Overall, *No Shortcutsto the Top* isnot only an inspiring tale of human
endurance and ambition but also a poignant reflection on the responsibilities
that accompany the pursuit of greatness, cementing Ed Viesturs legacy asa

legendary figure in mountaineering.
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About the author

In this summary of Ed Viesturs' climbing philosophy and achievements, we
delve into not only his accolades but also the deeper significance hefindsin
high-altitude mountaineering. Viesturs is noted as a pioneering American
mountaineer, distinguished for conquering Mount Everest seven times and
achieving the daunting challenge of summiting all 14 of the world's tallest
peaks—each standing over 8,000 meters—without the aid of supplemental
oxygen. This extraordinary milestone was realized on May 12, 2005, with

his ascent of Annapurna, solidifying his placein the €elite circle of climbers.

What sets Viesturs apart is not just his record of summits, but his profound
approach to climbing. He prioritizes the experience of the journey over the
mere act of reaching the summit itself. He articulates this philosophy
through his commitment to climbing without bottled oxygen, despite the
inherent risks and challenges this decision entails. Viesturs believes that true
success lies in how one engages with the mountain, valuing the process of
climbing as aform of personal exploration and understanding of the natural
world. His mantra reflects a deep respect for the mountains, emphasizing
that the journey itself is an essential part of the adventure. Through thislens,
he inspires both climbers and non-climbers alike to appreciate the
significance of the experiences that shape us, rather than merely the

destinations we aim to achieve.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Self-Arrest

Salf-Arrest

Setting the Scene

The chapter opensin atense atmosphere at Camp 11, where experienced
climbers Ed Viesturs and Scott Fischer are making final preparations for
their ambitious ascent of K2. With plans to move to Camp IV and summit
the next day, the expedition has faced numerous setbacks—primarily
attributed to inclement weather and issues within the climbing team, creating
an undercurrent of unease as they gear up for one of the most challenging

climbsin the world.
The Alert

In the dead of night, the situation escal ates when they receive urgent news
over the radio: two climbers, Chantal and Alex, are missing after attempting
to summit. This shocking turn of events forces Ed and Scott to temporarily
shelve their own summit aspirations to focus on rescuing their teammates,
highlighting the unpredictable nature of high-altitude climbing where
cooperation and quick response can make the difference between life and
death.
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The Search and Rescue

The following day brings a glimmer of hope as Chantal and Alex manage to
return to Camp IV, albeit in dire condition. Chantal suffers from severe snow
blindness and exhaustion, while Alex struggles with dehydration.
Demonstrating camaraderie and leadership, Ed, Scott, and fellow team
member Thor quickly rally to aid Chantal in her descent, underscoring the

gpirit of solidarity that isvital in such extreme circumstances.
Avalanche Encounter

As Ed and Scott assist Chantal, disaster strikes in the form of an avalanche.
In acritical moment, Ed employs a self-arrest technique—a maneuver used
to stop afall on a stegp slope—to regain control and prevent them from
being swept away. This harrowing experience forces them to reassess their
priorities; helping Chantal and Thor remains paramount, but the near-miss

reinforces the grave dangers inherent in their undertaking.
Under standing the Risks of High Altitude
The narrative then shifts to a discussion on the perils of climbing beyond

8,000 meters, commonly referred to as the "death zone," where the

environment turns hostile and survival becomes precarious. Ed reflects on
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the influence of legendary climbers like Reinhold Messner, whose
philosophies emphasize fast, light ascents without supplemental oxygen,
setting a standard against which he measures their own ethical decisionson

the ascent.
The Financial and Logistical Struggles

Amidst the climbing challenges, the chapter dives into the financial and
organizational struggles Ed and Scott faced in getting the expedition off the
ground. From obtaining permits to fundraising and navigating a dwindling
team, the emphasis on their sacrifices—such as selling T-shirts to gather
funds—illustrates the personal dedication required in pursuit of high-altitude

climbing dreams.

Climbing and Team Dynamics

With the expedition progressing, signs of fracturing team dynamics become
apparent. As Ed steps up to restore some order, he grapples with
personalities, particularly within the competing Russian team. The situation
becomes more complex when Scott dislocates his shoulder, forcing him to

the sidelines and further jeopardizing their collective goal.

The Summit Attempt
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After overcoming these hurdles, Ed and Scott finally prepare for their
summit attempt, only to find themselves confronted by deteriorating weather
conditions. Asthey ascend, they become acutely aware of their precarious
situation, recognizing how their previous efforts—like placing wands to

mark their path—could be their lifeline in the swirling storm.
Contemplating Decisions

Reaching the summit elicits mixed emotionsin Ed; while elation hasits
place, a deegp-seated anxiety about the descent takes hold. His thoughts
reflect the weight of possible regrets and miscalculations as afierce blizzard
quickly envelops them, erasing their route and imposing a mental and

physical strain.

The Descent Crisis

Asthey navigate back down, the treacherous conditions amplify their fears,
leading to moments where panic overrides their training and instincts. Ed’s
contemplation of their decisions during this pivotal descent speaksto the
essence of responsibility and the demands of ambition in the unforgiving

heights.

Reflections on Survival and Achievement
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After enduring a harrowing journey filled with intense
challenges—including the iliness of their leader Gary Ball—the team
successfully makes it back to base camp. The catharsis of survival brings
forth arealization of not just having achieved their summit, but having been
deeply tested. Ed' s reflections culminate in alesson learned amidst the
captivating yet perilous landscape of high-altitude climbing: the importance
of trusting one’ s instincts while embracing the sweeping beauty and dangers

of the mountains.
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Chapter 2 Summary: From Rockford to Rainier

From Rockford to Rainier: A Journey of Climbing and Resilience

Award Recognition

In December, following his return from the treacherous K2 expedition, Ed
Viesturs received the prestigious David A. Sowles Memorial Award from the
American Alpine Club. This recognition was bestowed upon him for his
courageous effortsin rescuing fellow climbers Chantal Mauduit and Gary
Ball during a 1992 crisis. While he was honored by the accolade, Viesturs
felt atinge of embarrassment, believing the recognition should be shared

with all those involved in the rescue.

Climbing Ambitionsand Trends

By the early 1990s, Viesturs had found his passion in climbing the
formidable 8,000-meter peaks, heavily influenced by prominent climbers
like Rob Hall and Gary Ball, who pioneered the path of guiding clients. This
obsession with climbing high-altitude mountains came with considerable

risks and entailed alifestyle often marked by significant challenges.

Tragic L osses
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The weight of loss struck deeply within the climbing community,
particularly with the death of Gary Ball in 1993 due to complications from
pulmonary edema during an ascent. This tragedy sent shockwaves through
Viesturs' circle, leading Rob Hall to conduct a moving burial service for
Gary in the mountains, serving as a poignant reminder of the fragility of life

in the face of adversity.
Chantal Mauduit's I nfluence

Viesturs reminisces about his relationship with Chantal Mauduit, a talented
climber with whom he shared many climbs. While their romantic connection
did not culminate in marriage, they forged a true friendship across various
expeditions. Tragically, Chantal's propensity for risk-taking culminated in
her untimely death in 1998 on Dhaulagiri, marking another heartbreaking

chapter for Viesturs and the mountaineering world.

Early Lifeand Swimming Career

Born and raised in Rockford, Illinois, Viesturs had a humble upbringing rich
in hard work and outdoor activities. His early passion for swimming led him

to excel at the state level in high school, cultivating a robust work ethic and

resilience that would serve him well in hislater pursuits.
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Pursuit of Veterinary Science

With ambitions of becoming a veterinarian, Viesturs demonstrated academic
prowess but faced hurdles in gaining acceptance into veterinary school due
to aperceived lack of hands-on experience. Balancing various jobs along
with his zoology studies at the University of Washington, he navigated these

challenges with determination.
Transition to M ountaineering

As he progressed through college, Viesturs shifted his focus from swimming
to mountaineering. His climbing journey began with ascents on Mount Saint
Helens, eventually leading him to the iconic peaks of the Pacific Northwest,
including Mount Rainier. After several initial setbacks, his perseverance
paid off when he successfully reached the summit of Rainier in 1978,

igniting his enduring passion for climbing.
Joining RM| asa Guide

In the early 1980s, Viesturs achieved his dream of climbing professionally
by joining Rainier Mountaineering, Inc. (RMI) as aguide. Starting from the
bottom, he immersed himself among seasoned climbers, steadily honing his
skills and building his reputation within the mountai neering community,

thus affirming his commitment to the sport he had come to love.
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Chapter 3 Summary: The Long Road to Everest

TheLong Road to Everest: A Summary

Early Aspirationsand Veterinary School

Ed Viesturs began his journey in the world of outdoor adventure as a
climbing guide on Mount Rainier, harboring dreams of becoming a
veterinarian. However, hisinitial attempts to gain admission to veterinary
school were thwarted twice. Undeterred, he persevered and was eventually
accepted on his third try. Balancing his demanding veterinary studiesin
winter with guiding during the summer months laid the groundwork for a
life defined by both intellectual and physical challenges.

The Life of a Climbing Guide

Ed's early career as a climbing guide involved arange of responsibilities,
including managing rental gear and leading climbing expeditions. The
structured two-day climb protocol not only served as afitness evaluation for
clients but also illuminated Ed's deep-rooted passion for guiding others

through breathtaking terrains.

Climbing Culture and Companionship
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In the climbing community, Ed forged lasting relationships with fellow
guides, creating a unique camaraderie reminiscent of summer camp. Though
the financial rewards of guiding were modest initially, Ed found fulfillment
in the shared experiences and learned from veteran climbers. A playful
competition known as "load wars' fostered a spirit of friendly rivalry and

camaraderie among the guides.
Significant Climbing Experiences

Ed' s participation in high-stakes expeditions, particularly on Denadli,
enriched his climbing expertise and provided invaluable lessonsin
navigation and survival under extreme conditions. These experiences
intensified his passion for mountaineering, offering both thrilling challenges

and profound personal growth.
The Everest Experience

In 1987, Ed made hisfirst attempt to summit Everest but fell short just afew
hundred feet from the peak. This near success ignited a fierce determination
in him to return stronger and more prepared. Balancing his demanding
veterinary duties with his climbing ambitions became a juggling act that

fueled hisresolve.
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Challenges on Kangchenjunga and Beyond

Ultimately, Ed left behind his veterinary career due to its conflicting
demands with his climbing aspirations. He joined a successful expedition on
Kangchenjunga, an experience that further solidified hisidentity asa

dedicated mountaineer and led him to embrace even more ambitious climbs.
The 1990 Peace Climb

In alandmark endeavor, Ed participated in a multinational expedition to
Everest in 1990 that aimed to promote peace among global powers. This
unigue venture allowed him to realize along-held dream: ascending Everest
without the aid of supplemental oxygen, marking a significant milestonein

his climbing career.
Reflections on the Climb

Upon conquering Everest, Ed engaged in deep reflection about the immense
personal significance of climbing. He acknowledged both the trials he faced
and the friendships forged in the process. This introspection revealed the
sacrifices he navigated in his journey, balancing the call of the mountains
with the demands of a more conventional life as a guide and construction

worker.
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Future Endeavors

With aspirations undeterred, Ed set his sights on further challenges,
particularly K2, all while grappling with the financial realities of pursuing a
mountaineering career. His story encapsul ates the relentless spirit of those
who chase their passions against al odds, embodying the essence of

adventure, perseverance, and the transformative power of the mountains.
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Chapter 4: Twofersand TrueLove

Twofersand TrueL ove

In the summer of 1992, Ed Viesturs reflects on his experience during the K2
expedition, grappling with conflicting feelings. While he takes pridein
having rescued fellow climbers, he wrestles with the grave misudgment of
pursuing the summit in treacherous storm conditions. Upon his return to
Seattle, he is met with an unexpected salary reduction in his guiding
position, prompting his discontent. He decides to leave behind full-time

guiding, feeling the weight of this decision yet sensing a newfound freedom.

This sense of freedom leads Viesturs to embark on a series of Himalayan
adventures in 1993. Teaming up with hisfriend Hall Wendel, he tackles
ambitious climbs, including summits of Mexico's Popocatepetl and Orizaba.
Despite initial challenges during a guided expedition to Pumori, where
dangerous weather thwarts their summit effort, he remains undeterred. Later,
he joins a successful expedition to Shishapangmain Tibet. Though he
reaches a significant summit, he chooses not to claim victory, prioritizing

safety over personal glory.

Aswinter approaches, financial struggles drive Viestursto consider an

audacious solo ascent of Everest, which he begins planning by actively
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seeking sponsorship from various companies. His efforts pay off, garnering
support that paves the way for future expeditions, despite the ever-present

challenges of mountaineering.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Timeto Say Good-bye

Timeto Say Good-bye

In 1995, at the Everest base camp on its southern side, renowned climber Ed
Viesturs reconnects with David Breashears, a celebrated documentary
filmmaker known for his breathtaking cinematography. They discuss an
ambitious venture to create an IMAX film chronicling an ascent of Everest,

aproject David is undertaking with MacGillivray Freeman Films.

Despiteinitial skepticism about the practicality of filming at such high
atitudes, primarily due to the cumbersome weight of the IMAX camera,
David collaborates with engineers to make it more manageable. Enthusiastic
about the creative possibilities, Ed agreesto lead the climbing team for the
film while David dedicates himself to capturing the ascent on film. The
film's central theme revolves around climbing Everest without supplemental

oxygen, showcasing the physical and emotional challenges climbers endure.

To assembl e the best team for the ascent, David meticulously selectsa
diverse group of climbers, including Jamling Norgay, the son of the
legendary Tenzing Norgay; Araceli Segarra, a pioneering female climber;
and Sumiyo Tsuzuki, representing the spirit of daring adventurers. While Ed

recognizes that this involvement could jeopardize his personal climbing
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aspirations, the chance to participate in such a historic endeavor exhilarates
him. Logistical preparations intensify as the team grapples with challenges
related to food and supplies.

The 1996 climbing season witnesses an unprecedented volume of
expeditions on Mount Everest. Prominent climbers such as Rob Hall and
Scott Fischer lead their respective teams, drawing significant media
attention. Among them isjournalist Jon Krakauer, who is documenting the
events for Outside magazine. Ed and Jon develop a mutual respect as they

share insights and experiences at base camp.

Asthe teams gear up for the summit, tensions rise due to concerns over

potential bottlenecks on the mountain. In a strategic move, the IMAX team

decides to begin their ascent aday earlier to avoid the crowding. Ed keeps a

vigilant eye on weather conditions, ensuring the safety and timing of their

climb.

On the morning of May 8, Ed and the IMAX team determine that the

weather is unsuitable for their ascent and wisely choose to descend to Camp

I1. On their way down, they encounter other teams heading up, which

amplifies their concerns about the impending crowding on the summit day.

Tragedy strikes on May 10, 1996, as the infamous summit day descends into

chaos, with climbers obsessed with reaching the peak ignoring crucial time
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constraints. A sudden storm hits, leading to disastrous traffic jams on the
mountain that result in the deaths of several climbers, including respected
leaders Rob Hall and Scott Fischer.

In the aftermath, Ed's team faces the emotional burden of their fallen
comrades but unites in their rescue efforts, providing resources and supplies
from their camp. An emergency helicopter rescue becomes avital option,

although challenging due to the deteriorating weather.

Following a poignant memorial service for the climberslost, Ed and his
team make a collective decision to continue their ascent in abid to honor
their experience, as well as to reflect the beauty and peril of Everest in their
film. Ed feels strongly about transmitting a positive message through their

journey while ensuring the story highlights the risks inherent in climbing.

During a subsequent ascent, Ed grapples with the emotional weight of
passing the bodies of Rob and Scott, yet he maintains focus and
determination, navigating difficult conditions to ultimately reach the summit

after agrueling climb.

The IMAX film "Everest" ultimately encapsulates the harrowing experiences
of the project and presents the stark realities faced by climbersin perilous
circumstances. For Ed, the experience cements the importance of the journey

and itsimpact on viewers, while aso honoring the legacies of those who lost
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their lives on the mountain.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Closing In

#H# Summary of Chapter 6: Closing In

Return to Base Camp

After two grueling days on Everest, the team finally neared Base Camp.
David, eager to capture every moment, insisted on filming their arrival,
which caused some tension, especially for Paula, who was nearby. Upon
arrival, emotions ran high as team members reunited, marked by heartfelt

embraces and an outpouring of relief after their strenuous journey.
Reflections on the Experience

As Ed and his companions trekked downward, he contemplated the profound
physical and emotional toll the recent tragedies had taken on them. In the
wake of losing friends like Rob and Scott during the previous climbing
season, Ed found solace in sharing stories and experiences with fellow
climbers, often addressing the events through public lectures, which helped

him process the pain.

Personal Loss and New Beginnings
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The aftermath of their losses led Ed and Paulato reevaluate their lives.
Embracing new beginnings, they celebrated the arrival of their daughter,
which compelled Ed to take on guiding trips to keep Adventure Consultants
operational after Rob's tragic death. In a significant personal achievement, he
summited Cho Oyu without supplemental oxygen, reinforcing his dedication

to conquering the formidable 8,000-meter peaks.
Family Life and Aspirations

Astheyearsrolled by, Ed and Paula expressed a strong desire to build a
family, leading to the birth of their son, Gil. The demands of parenthood
shifted Ed's perspective on climbing. He grappled with the inner conflict of
balancing his passion for climbing with his responsibilities as a father, often

torn by the tension between adventure and family commitment.

Climbing Partner ships

During thistime, Ed developed a strong partnership with Velkka Gustaf sson.
Their relationship deepened through shared climbing experiences and

mutual respect, allowing them to collaborate effectively on numerous

expeditions and to strategize for future climbs.

Endeavor 8000 and Future Challenges
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Pursuing his passion, Ed undertook climbs on peaks like Broad Peak,
Dhaulagiri, Shishapangma, and Nanga Parbat, each posing unique
challenges in high-altitude conditions. As he navigated these adventures, Ed
remained steadfast in his commitment to prioritizing safety without
compromising his family life. His ultimate goal remained clear: to complete
Endeavor 8000, with Annapurna, a peak notorious for its difficulty, standing

as aformidable challenge yet to be conquered.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Nemesis. Annapurna

#H Nemesis: Annapurna

Introduction to Annapurna Expedition

In the spring of 2000, Ed Viesturs, coming off a successful two-peak climb
of Manaslu and Dhaulagiri in 1999, isintrigued by Annapurna—a mountain
infamous for its treacherous conditions and high fatality rates. He and his
partner, Veikka Gustafsson, decide to tackle Annapurna s daunting north
face, aroute first ascended by a French team in 1950, marking a significant

milestone in mountaineering history.
Team Composition

Recognizing the need for alarger, more versatile team, Viesturs recruits
experienced climbers Neal Beidleman and Michael Kennedy. Beidleman, an
adept engineer and climber, enhances the team’ s technical abilities, while
Kennedy brings valuable insights from his editorial background at
*Climbing* magazine. Together, they aim for a safer, more coordinated

effort as they prepare for the expedition.

TheTrek to Base Camp
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Thejourney to Annapurna s base camp is fraught with difficult terrain and
steep ascents, underscoring the formidable challenges faced by the original
French team. Amidst navigating the logistics of the expedition, Viesturs
inadvertently distances himself from his pregnant wife, Paula, creating

personal strain that looms over the team’s morale.

First Ascentsand Safety Concerns

Once at base camp, the climbers establish Camp | and begin assessing the
perilous north face. Asthey witness frequent avalanches and precarious
conditions, apprehension arises about their climbing routes. Their initial

enthusiasm wanes as they grapple with the risks involved.

Decisions and Retreats

After achallenging attempt to establish Camp Il and confront significant
hazards, the team collectively decidesto retreat to base camp. Viesturs
documents this moment in his diary, feeling a sense of relief rather than
regret, especialy as a massive avalanche occurs shortly after their retreat,

validating their cautious choice.

Reflections on the French Ascent
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In contemplating the 1950 ascent by the French team, Viesturs notes stark
contrastsin their risk assessment and an element of luck that played a crucial
role in their success. This reflection deegpens his understanding of the
Himalayan climbing culture and the inherent dangers faced by early

explorers who dared to conquer these peaks.

Personal and Team Dynamics

Throughout the expedition, Viesturs grapples with personal responsibilities
and experiences heightened tension with Velkka, who later discovers he had
been suffering from undiagnosed anemia. The evolving dynamics within the
team reveal the human side of climbing, highlighting how personal struggles
can intersect with the demands of high-altitude endeavors.

Attempt on the East Ridge

In preparation for areturn to Annapurnain 2002, Viesturs's team opts to
explore the east ridge route, perceived as safer. They engage in virtua
communications to organize logistics, linking up with seasoned climbers
also aiming for the summit, exchanging invaluable insights and strategies.

L essons from the Climb

As the team navigates the east ridge, they face extreme weather and personal
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dilemmas that test their limits. Ultimately, Viesturs and some teammates
deem conditions too perilous for a summit attempt and decide to turn back.
However, two climbers from the team, J.-C. Lafaille and Alberto Inurrategi,
choose to continue, successfully reaching the summit—a remarkable

achievement that Viesturs acknowledges with admiration.
Conclusion: The Impact of Annapurna

Reflecting on the expedition and the choices made, Viesturs regards
Annapurna as a persona nemesis, especially in light of Lafaille's successful
ascent. Thisjourney encapsulates not only the physical challenges of
climbing but also personal growth, the strain on relationships, and the
profound lessons learned from confronting one of the world' s most
formidable peaks.
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Chapter 8: TheLast Step

TheLast Step

The Evolution of Expedition Reporting

By 2001, the landscape of mountaineering changed dramatically with the
rise of real-time Internet reporting. This innovative communication method
allowed climbers to share their experiences amost instantly, creating a
dual-edged sword of adventure tinged with public scrutiny. High-profile
events, such as Eric Simonson’s discovery of George Mallory’s remains on
Everest and TomaHumar's dramatic rescue on Nanga Parbat, illustrated the
complex relationship between climbers’ narratives and audience
expectations. As climbers became more aware of being watched, this
self-consciousness added a new layer of pressure to their already perilous

pursuits.

Personal Experience with Online Dispatches

Climber Ed Viesturs embraced this new reporting landscape by using a
satellite phone and updating his website during his expeditions. With

support from MountainZone and Microsoft, he connected with a growing

audience of enthusiasts. However, the thrill of public interest was paired
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with challenges; after a setback during his Annapurna expedition, Viesturs
faced criticism, revealing the burdens that arose from sharing hisjourney

with the public while battling his own safety concerns.
Family Dynamics and Climbing Ambitions

Amidst his climbing ambitions, Viesturs grappled with family life. His
passion for climbing often clashed with his responsibilities as a husband and
father. Hiswife expressed adesire for alarger family, adding to his stress as
he navigated the risks associated with high-altitude climbing. The birth of
their third child deepened his commitment to family, complicating his
pursuit of peak summits and reinforcing the need to balance persona and

professional aspirations.
Climbing Annapurna and Future Plans

Determined to conquer Annapurna—the final peak on hislist of 8,000-meter
mountains—Viesturs meticulously planned his ascent. His preparation
included climbing Cho Oyu as a means to acclimatize, showcasing a modern
approach to expeditions that utilized innovative methods like helicopter
transportation to base camp, highlighting the technological advancements

that support contemporary climbers,

Team Dynamics and Challenges on Annapurna
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After acclimatizing on Cho Oyu, Viesturs and his team faced the perilous

unpredictability of Annapurna's weather. Each decision was made with great
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