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About the book

In Julia Armfield's haunting debut novel, *Our Wives Under the Sea*, we

follow the disquieting journey of Miri and her wife Leah. Their lives are

upended when Leah returns from a catastrophic deep-sea mission that has

altered her in profound and inexplicable ways. At first, Miri is hopeful,

believing she has her wife back, yet she soon realizes that Leah is

changed—not just in her demeanor, but in a way that suggests an alien

essence has infiltrated her very being.

As Leah struggles with her reintegration into everyday life, Miri becomes

increasingly aware of the eerie presence that seems to haunt their home—a

lingering shadow of the deep ocean’s mysteries. This presence manifests not

only in Leah's strange behavior but also in their relationship, which Miri

senses has shifted irrevocably. The couple's once-strong bond is now fraught

with an unsettling tension, illustrating the theme of love strained by the

unknown.

Miri's battle is twofold: she must come to terms with the emotional distance

growing between them while confronting her fears of loss and the unknown

nature of Leah’s transformation. This poignant narrative explores the

fragility of human connection and the ways trauma reshapes identities and

partnerships. Ultimately, Armfield weaves a tale that probes into the depths

of both the ocean and the human heart, revealing that some mysteries may
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remain forever below the surface, and love may not be enough to bridge the

gap created by unfathomable change.
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About the author

In her debut collection, "salt slow," Julia Armfield delves into the

complexities of human experience through a series of evocative stories. The

collection intricately examines themes such as isolation, obsession, and the

multifaceted nature of love, all manifested through the physicality of the

body. Each narrative offers a glimpse into the lives of characters grappling

with their own inner turmoil and desires, illustrating how bodily experiences

shape emotional landscapes.

Armfield's stories are often marked by a haunting quality, exploring the

discomforts and peculiarities of physical existence. Through vivid imagery

and thought-provoking prose, she captures the intimate connections

individuals have with their bodies, and subsequently, with one another.

Relationships in "salt slow" range from those built on love and longing to

those steeped in obsession and detachment, reflecting the varied ways

humans seek to connect amidst feelings of alienation.

The collection invites readers to confront their own understandings of

intimacy and bodily presence, emphasizing the tension between personal

isolation and the inherent need for connection. Armfield’s unique

storytelling style not only captivates but also challenges readers to reflect on

the deeper implications of their own lived experiences.
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As a writer with a background in Victorian Art and Literature, Armfield

imbues her work with a historical sensibility, drawing connections between

past and present themes of the body and identity. Her accolades, including

recognition by the Sunday Times and the Pushcart Prize, affirm her ability to

resonate within the literary landscape, making "salt slow" a significant

contribution to contemporary fiction that invites introspection and empathy. 

In summary, Julia Armfield's "salt slow" is a poignant exploration of the

human condition, addressing the intimacy and isolation that accompanies

our physical presence in the world.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Miri.

Summary of Chapter 1: "Our Wives Under the Sea"

The opening chapter of "Our Wives Under the Sea" introduces us to Miri

and Leah, a couple navigating the emotional turmoil following Leah's return

from a mysterious ocean expedition. The deep sea serves as a potent

metaphor throughout their story, representing not only the unknown

challenges Leah faces but also the emotional distance that has developed

between them.

Leah's description of the ocean as "unstill" reflects the persistent life thriving

in extreme conditions, paralleling her own struggles after her time beneath

the waves. Their evenings, once filled with shared meals and animated

conversations, have now turned to silence, amplifying Miri's feelings of

longing and disconnect. Miri observes that Leah's discussions about the

ocean seem to be aimed at an unseen audience, intensifying Miri's sense of

exclusion and alienation.

Miri's daily routine, including mundane tasks like preparing lunch in a

cluttered kitchen, is overshadowed by her preoccupation with Leah's

deteriorating health. She notes troubling symptoms such as frequent

nosebleeds and heightened sensitivity to scents, which deepen her concerns.
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Despite Miri's attempts to extend help and support, Leah's increasing

reticence creates a rift filled with frustration and resentment.

Through vivid and unsettling imagery, Miri paints a picture of Leah's fragile

state: her skin appears as if she has just emerged from the water, and her

eyes are sunken and yellowed. This portrayal builds a lingering sense of

dread as Miri grapples with her feelings of helplessness and isolation. The

chapter concludes with a sense of urgency when Miri reaches out to a

mysterious "Centre," symbolizing their desperate need for assistance and

guidance as they confront their new reality.

Themes: The chapter explores complex themes such as the intricacies of

 intimacy, the lingering impact of trauma, and the tension between

dependence and autonomy in relationships. It positions the ocean as a

powerful symbol of the emotional depths that separate Miri and Leah,

weaving personal pain into the broader mysteries of the deep sea.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Leah.

Summary of Chapter 2 from "Our Wives Under the Sea"

In this chapter, the protagonist Leah contemplates the enigmatic world of

deep-sea exploration, drawing a parallel with space travel. Leah observes

that more astronauts have embarked on lunar missions than the number of

individuals who have plunged into the ocean's depths, underscoring the stark

and perilous nature of both environments. This reflection serves to highlight

the complexities and dangers of operating submarines, particularly the

psychological toll of surrendering control in such a hostile setting—akin to

the sensation of drowning.

As Leah's thoughts meander, she frequently reminisces about her partner,

Miri, who had a knack for playfully challenging Leah's pensive nature. Their

exchanges reveal a profound, affectionate bond, characterized by Leah’s

ability to find solace in Miri's presence, allowing her anxieties to dissipate

under Miri’s calming touch.

The mood shifts dramatically when Leah's team aboard the submarine

experiences a chilling incident: they suddenly lose communication with their

support vessel above. Tension escalates as Leah and her colleague, Jelka,

detect a disturbing, meat-like odor permeating the air. Matteo, another crew
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member, strives to keep morale high, but as the power of communication

fades away, a sense of dread envelops the crew.

The chapter effectively builds suspense, juxtaposing the crew’s escalating

vulnerability against the backdrop of the vast, mysterious ocean. It deepens

the exploration of Leah and Miri's emotional tether, particularly in times of

distress. The intertwining of scientific inquiry and personal introspection

crafts an atmosphere thick with tension, leaving readers anxious to discover

what challenges await the crew in the murky depths below.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Miri.

Summary of Chapter 3 from "Our Wives Under the Sea"

In this chapter, we explore Miri's complex emotional landscape following

Leah’s return home after a mysterious and distressing absence. Miri’s

routine has been disrupted, leaving her feeling both comforted by Leah’s

presence and oddly invaded by it. Her days are punctuated by mundane

activities—eating alone, answering emails, and managing her growing

anxiety, which manifests physically through mouth ulcers and a sense of

unease about their untidy home.

The environment they share becomes a poignant backdrop; the noise from

their upstairs neighbors' television, once a source of irritation for Miri, takes

on new significance in Leah’s absence, providing a semblance of comfort. In

an effort to cope, Miri finds herself listening to reality shows, perhaps

seeking distraction from the distressing changes in Leah's behavior. Leah,

struggling with her health, has unsettling habits, such as filling her mouth

with wads of toilet paper to stop her bleeding—a stark image of her current

fragility.

As Leah exhibits increasingly erratic behaviors, including monopolizing the

bathroom with running water, Miri’s worries intensify. This ongoing tension
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prompts her to reflect deeply on their relationship, flooded with memories of

happier times now overshadowed by fear and confusion. She perceives her

recollections as an “exhibition,” a complex interplay of love and discord that

defines their bond yet leaves her feeling uncertain.

This chapter poignantly highlights themes of love and loss, as Miri grapples

with the desire to reconnect with Leah amidst the trauma they've endured.

Her introspections suggest an impending emotional reckoning, where

cherished memories clash with the unsettling realities that challenge the

integrity of their relationship.
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Chapter 4: Leah.

In Chapter 4, titled "Descent into Panic," the tension escalates as Leah finds

 herself trapped in a dire underwater crisis. As she navigates the diving

depths, Leah contemplates the critical nature of breathing—an essential

function she must now fight to maintain amidst alarming circumstances. The

submarine's systems start to fail when the console suddenly goes dark,

catalyzing a surge of panic within her. An unsettling thought crosses her

mind, reminiscent of Norse mythology: the fear of her lungs being forcefully

removed, which underscores her rising anxiety and sense of helplessness.

Matteo, Leah's colleague and a vital part of their team, is seen at the

communications panel, desperately attempting to rectify the malfunction, but

his efforts are in vain. Despite his reassurances that everything should be

operational, the submarine's descent into the abyss becomes unstoppable,

transforming their vessel into what Leah describes as a “swiftly sinking

box.” This vivid imagery amplifies their feelings of vulnerability and

impending doom.

The chapter masterfully explores key themes, such as the fragility of human

life and the instinctive struggle against panic in life-threatening scenarios.

Leah's internal dialogue reveals her deep-seated fears and highlights the

psychological burden they all face—not only battling the physical dangers of

their descent but also grappling with the haunting reality of their potential
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fate. As the depths close in around them, Leah and Matteo's fight for

survival becomes as much about mental fortitude as it is about physical

resilience.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 5 Summary: Miri.

Summary of Chapter 5: Our Wives Under the Sea

In Chapter 5, Miri finds herself in a precarious emotional landscape as she

struggles to connect with her wife, Leah, who has returned from a

mysterious underwater research mission fundamentally changed. The

chapter opens with Miri desperately on the phone, navigating bureaucratic

obstacles in an effort to advocate for Leah's well-being, reflecting her

frustration and desperation in accessing help and understanding.

Leah’s transformation is both physical and emotional; her skin exhibits

peculiar alterations that leave Miri alarmed and confused. In stark contrast to

Miri’s distress, Leah seems to accept these changes with unsettling calm,

widening the chasm in their relationship. The deep intimacy they once

shared is now overshadowed by this discord, prompting Miri to seek solace

in mundane errands and interactions with friends, including Carmen, who is

also grappling with her own life changes.

As Miri reflects on their past, she reminisces about the shared joys that once

united her and Leah, particularly their love for movies. However, these

memories now evoke a sense of loneliness, as watching films without Leah

loses its charm. This tension between memories and reality underscores a
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deeper exploration of the couple’s relationship, emphasizing the difference

between physical presence and emotional connection.

The chapter weaves themes of shared space and the complexities of living

with someone newly altered, drawing Miri into a spiraling anxiety about

their future. The emotional distance widens, as Miri fears that Leah's

changes may irreparably impact their bond. Ultimately, Chapter 5 invites

readers to contemplate love and loss within the intricate dynamics of

relationships challenged by the unknown, rendered with rich imagery and

introspection that encapsulates Miri’s turmoil and longing.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 6 Summary: Leah.

In Chapter 6, titled "Our Wives Under the Sea," the story plunges Leah and

 her companions, Jelka and Matteo, into a harrowing ordeal within a

malfunctioning submarine as they descend into the ocean's depths. The

atmosphere is thick with tension, and Leah experiences a turbulent blend of

anxiety and surrealism over their dire situation.

As they delve deeper into the dark waters, Jelka seeks solace through prayer,

invoking a sense of hope amidst the chaos, while Matteo remains focused,

diligently checking the oxygen systems and reassuring both women that

everything is “fine." His attempts to provide comfort are juxtaposed against

Leah’s inner turmoil, as she oscillates between the excitement of their

underwater adventure and an overwhelming dread about the potential for

disaster should they fail to return to the surface.

The sense of urgency escalates when they experience failures with the

ballast tanks, heightening Leah’s fear of becoming trapped on the ocean

floor. This struggle with panic prompts her to reflect on better times, leading

to a poignant moment where she yearns for a simple deck of cards to distract

them from their grim reality. She imagines the three of them at the bottom of

the ocean, engaging in light-hearted games like Old Maid, a striking contrast

to the ominous darkness enveloping them. These whimsical thoughts serve

as a bittersweet escape from their perilous situation, illustrating the power of
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imagination in the face of fear.

Amidst the uncertainty, the chapter poignantly addresses themes of fear,

isolation, and the human desire for connection. Leah’s internal conflicts and

shared moments with Jelka and Matteo underscore the resilience of the

human spirit when confronted with life-threatening circumstances,

reminding readers of the strength found in companionship during the most

trying of times.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 7 of "Our Wives Under the Sea" by Julia Armfield, the tension

 between Miri and her partner Leah reaches a poignant crescendo during a

cocktail party organized by the Centre for Marine Inquiry to celebrate Leah's

upcoming expedition. The event, animated with laughter and eager

well-wishes, serves as a backdrop to Miri's swirling emotions, stemming

from recent arguments and underlying fears about Leah's departure. Dressed

in a striking white dress, Leah embodies confidence yet remains enigmatic,

seemingly creating a barrier around herself that Miri struggles to penetrate.

Amidst mingling guests, Miri grapples with her growing unease as the

unresolved conflicts between her and Leah bubble to the surface. Both

women harbor anxiety about Leah's imminent journey, exacerbated by Miri's

insecurities, particularly when Leah interacts cheerfully with Jelka, a

member of her future crew. The notion of Leah embarking on a significant

adventure intensifies Miri's sense of impending loss, leading her to sense a

widening rift in their once close relationship.

Returning home, Miri feels increasingly isolated as Leah's late-night habits

divert her attention, prompting reflections on their evolving dynamics. This

disconnection echoes Miri's memories of her mother, whose own struggles

with illness and solitude often left Miri feeling abandoned. These

recollections highlight Miri’s fears not just of losing Leah, but of
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confronting the complexities of intimacy and support, which have always

been fraught for her.

A striking moment arises when Leah passionately discusses the moon and

the vast Pacific Ocean, a fervor that feels distant to Miri as she remains

trapped in her own internal turmoil. This chapter encapsulates the intricate

emotions of love mingled with anxiety and loss, portraying how Miri's

longing for connection with Leah underscores their relationship's fragility in

the face of uncertainty. Through their journey, Armfield deftly examines the

themes of separation, intimacy, and the often unspoken fears that accompany

deep relationships.
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Chapter 8: Leah.

Summary of Chapter 8 from "Our Wives Under the Sea"

In Chapter 8, Leah is submerged in the depths of the ocean alongside her

companions, Matteo and Jelka. Their craft experiences mechanical failures,

leaving them in an increasingly precarious situation. The oppressive silence

of the underwater environment is intermittently broken by Jelka's soft

humming and Matteo's frustrated attempts to repair the control console,

adding to the tension of their dire predicament.

Leah exhibits a peculiar detachment from fear, choosing instead to focus on

mundane details around her rather than succumb to panic. This thematic

exploration of human resilience amid despair unfolds as the trio grapples

with their emotional states. Matteo's act of bringing torches to illuminate

their surroundings serves as a fleeting beacon of hope in the overwhelming

darkness.

As Leah reflects on her childhood, she recalls pivotal moments with her

father, who taught her how to swim through a blend of tough love and

encouragement. These memories spark her burgeoning fascination with the

ocean—a force that embodies both beauty and terror. They stand in stark

contrast to her current situation, revealing a deeper connection between her
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past experiences and her present ordeal.

The chapter weaves in the story of Thor Heyerdahl, an adventurer known for

his daring expeditions across the unforgiving seas. His legacy symbolizes

the courage and resilience needed to navigate the unknown, echoing Leah's

own internal struggle. Contemplating the duality of shock and peace that the

ocean inspires, Leah finds solace in her memories, seeking comfort in the

thought that no matter how deep one descends into despair, there exists a

possibility of rising to the surface once more.

Ultimately, Chapter 8 poignantly captures Leah and her companions’ fight

against despair and their longing for hope, embodying the human spirit's

capacity to endure amidst darkness.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 9 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," the emotional landscape of Miri

 deepens as she grapples with the profound absence of her partner, Leah. The

chapter opens with Miri in the shower, using the scalding water as a

metaphor for her inner turmoil. Frustrated and overwhelmed, she

experiences a moment of explosive anger, smashing her phone against the

wall after repeated failed attempts to connect with someone who can help

her. This act serves as a powerful symbol of her pent-up grief and

frustration.

As she navigates her day, Miri reflects on her cherished memories with

Leah, portraying her as a vibrant and curious spirit whose joyful presence

brought light to Miri's life. Their shared experiences, including a previously

joyful dinner party with Leah's college friends, underscore the depth of their

relationship. These recollections evoke a bittersweet longing, as Miri finds

herself surrounded by reminders of Leah but painfully aware of her absence.

Miri's interaction with her best friend Carmen adds another layer of

complexity to her emotional state. Carmen's questions about Miri's desire for

a landline reveal Miri's desperation for connection, underscoring her longing

to reach Leah once again. However, Miri feels drained by the conversation,

as Carmen's attempts to relate Miri's feelings to her own experiences only

exacerbate Miri's isolation and sense of inadequacy. This dynamic highlights
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Miri's struggle to be a supportive friend while wrestling with her

overwhelming emotions.

Throughout the chapter, themes of isolation, longing, and the difficulty of

communication resonate deeply. Miri's reluctance to open up about her

feelings creates a palpable tension, portraying her internal conflict between

her desire for connection and her inability to articulate her sorrow. The

chapter concludes with Miri acknowledging her exhaustion, a poignant

reflection of the ongoing strain that Leah's absence imposes on her mental

and emotional well-being.

Overall, Chapter 9 intricately weaves Miri's memories, relationships, and the

effects of loss into a rich tapestry of nostalgia and present unrest, painting a

vivid portrait of a woman navigating the complexities of love and absence.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Leah.

In Chapter 10 of "Our Wives Under the Sea" by Julia Armfield, Leah delves

 into her childhood memories connected to the ocean, particularly a book

that captivates her imagination with tales of the Challenger Deep, the ocean's

deepest known point. This early fascination with the ocean's mysteries

sparks her lifelong desire to explore its depths.

Now, Leah and her partner Matteo find themselves inside a small

submersible, drifting through the enigmatic depths of the sea. The

atmosphere is fraught with tension, yet moments of intimacy surface as they

navigate this precarious situation. Matteo's lighthearted comment about

craving a rare steak starkly contrasts the gravity of their circumstances,

revealing his unflappable demeanor even in the face of danger.

As Leah observes Matteo, she reflects on his past physical challenges,

including the loss of fingers due to frostbite, which adds layers to his

character. Their shared history unfolds, revealing how both ended up

working at the Centre, and Matteo reminisces about a childhood fishing trip

that left him with lasting physical and emotional scars. This shared

background not only strengthens their bond but also highlights the resilience

of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

The chapter skillfully contrasts the wonder of ocean exploration with the
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personal significance of their intertwined lives. Leah experiences a haunting

stillness and uncertainty, mirroring the vast, uncharted world surrounding

them. As they slow down, this suggests a potential shift in their

circumstances, evoking a sense of suspense about what lies ahead.

Themes of exploration, resilience, and the profound connections forged

through shared experiences permeate the narrative. This chapter intricately

captures the duality of the ocean's vastness and the intimate depths of

personal histories, leaving readers to ponder both the mysteries of the sea

and the complexities of human relationships.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 11 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," we witness a profound

 exploration of Miri's emotional landscape as she copes with the return of her

partner, Leah, from a harrowing underwater expedition. The bond they once

shared feels strained, as Leah's physical presence is juxtaposed with an

emotional distance that leaves Miri feeling isolated. This shift mirrors the

changing season, with autumn's chill serving as a backdrop to Miri's inner

turmoil.

As Miri tries to care for Leah, she is troubled by Leah’s altered appetite.

Instead of the wholesome meals she prepares, Leah now craves salty foods,

such as olives, raising Miri's concerns about her health. This mismatched

dynamic leads to increasing tension, with Leah often seeming more like an

unwelcome houseguest than the loving partner she once was. Their

frustrations escalate into a heated argument, culminating in a symbolic act of

violence when Leah hurls an orange against the wall, illustrating the deep

fractures in their relationship.

Miri's reflections on Leah's past add further depth; she recalls Leah's time at

an aquarium, where she formed a unique connection with marine life. While

these memories evoke warmth, they are also tinged with pain as Miri longs

for the lighthearted stories Leah once shared. The mood shifts dramatically

when the chapter takes a darker turn; Miri is jolted awake by Leah's terrified
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screams, signaling a chilling transformation in Leah's condition. 

Miri's frantic attempts to understand Leah’s inexplicable symptoms deepen

the chapter's themes of love, loss, and the struggle to reconnect amidst

unsettling changes. The tension between the familiar and the eerie highlights

an undercurrent of dread, suggesting that something is disturbingly amiss

beneath the surface of their relationship. As Miri grapples with the unsettling

reality that Leah may not be entirely present, she is left in a state of

confusion and fear, underscoring the fragility of their intimacy and the

haunting nature of love faced with profound transformation.
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Chapter 12: Leah.

In Chapter 12 of "Our Wives Under the Sea" by Julia Armfield, readers are

 plunged into a haunting and suspenseful underwater journey. The narrative

centers on two characters, Matteo and Jelka, who find themselves trapped in

a dive craft deep beneath the ocean after it unexpectedly malfunctions. As

Matteo desperately tries to send out distress signals, Jelka’s skepticism about

their chances of rescue amplifies the chapter’s sense of hopelessness.

Amid the pervasive uncertainty, the couple's thoughts drift to their loved

ones and everyday life above the waves, sharply contrasting with the eerie

surroundings. Armfield paints a vivid picture of the ocean’s layers, from the

vibrant Sunlight Zone to the mysterious depths where strange creatures like

vampire squids and cosmic jellyfish dwell. This underwater landscape

mirrors the characters’ emotional turmoil and heightens the surreal quality of

their predicament.

Throughout the chapter, the tension between hope and despair is palpable as

Matteo and Jelka navigate both their physical environment and their

fractured connection in isolation. The ocean becomes a profound metaphor

for their internal struggles, where the familiar slips away and they must face

their fears and the haunting mysteries of the deep.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates themes of existentialism and the
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unknown, as the titular wives—who are presumably trapped in their own

ways—echo the emotional desolation of the depths. Armfield intricately

weaves a narrative that culminates in a compelling exploration of isolation,

the human experience, and the natural world, leaving readers with a

lingering sense of foreboding and introspection.
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Chapter 13 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 13 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," the narrator delves into a

 profound emotional struggle characterized by the absence of their partner,

Leah, who is away on a submarine expedition. This chapter unfolds against a

backdrop of anxiety and inherited fears, particularly regarding the narrator's

own health issues, compounded by the shadow of their mother's illness.

These elements create a dense atmosphere of uncertainty and dread as the

narrator moves through their daily life.

Initially, Leah is a source of comfort, easing the narrator's panic attacks and

instilling a sense of safety. However, as her absence extends, distress begins

to mount. The narrator attempts to maintain a façade of normalcy through

routine tasks and sporadic phone calls to the Centre, where the answers they

receive are often unsatisfactory, intensifying their feelings of isolation.

Interspersed with the narrative are poignant flashbacks that reveal the depth

of the narrator's anxiety tied to Leah’s previous absences, particularly one

farewell at a viewing deck that left an unsettling impression. This foreboding

sense resurfaces as Leah's current absence lengthens, pushing the narrator

toward an emotional precipice, navigating between indifference and despair.

Interactions with Leah’s friends offer additional context to their relationship

and illuminate the narrator's isolating feelings. Despite being in the company
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of others, they struggle with loneliness, masking their emotions and

deflecting concerns from friends, which underscores their internal battle.

The chapter intricately weaves themes of love and fear together—deep

affection for Leah is complicated by the fear of losing her, further entwined

with the trauma rooted in the narrator’s mother’s illness. Anxiety pervades

their thoughts, manifesting through dreams and vivid memories that

illustrate the haunting uncertainties of love and loss.

As the chapter progresses, despair settles over the narrator, caught between

the denial of their reality and a reluctant acceptance of their fears. The

emotional landscape painted in this chapter highlights the weight of absence,

marked by moments of fleeting connection, laughter, and the harsh realities

of waiting and longing in the face of uncertainty. Through this turmoil, the

narrator's journey becomes a poignant exploration of how profound love is

inextricably linked to the fear of separation and loss.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Leah.

In Chapter 14 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," Leah navigates her complex

 relationship with the ocean—an entity she admires yet fears due to its vast,

dark depths. Accompanied by her companions Jelka and Matteo in a

deep-sea craft, time becomes an abstract concept for them; they become

disoriented as their watches fail and the absence of hunger or sleep muddles

their senses.

As they descend further, Matteo’s sharp wit provides moments of levity,

helping to alleviate the tension created by their daunting environment.

Leah's unease grows as the eerie quiet envelops them, prompting a

discussion about the ocean's elusive life forms. She shares vivid descriptions

of deep-sea creatures—both captivating and bizarre—which have evolved to

thrive in the extreme conditions of their underwater domain.

Despite the chilling isolation and an unsettling lack of visible life, Leah's

fascination with the ocean only deepens, underscoring a central theme of the

chapter: the duality of fear and wonder in confronting the unknown. This

exploration of existence in the depths resonates with the reader, who is left

contemplating the mysteries that lie beneath the water's surface, alongside

the interconnected dynamics of Leah, Jelka, and Matteo as they confront

their predicament together.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Miri.

Summary of Chapter 15 of "Our Wives Under the Sea"

In this chapter, Miri and Leah's relationship faces immense strain following

Leah's traumatic diving accident, which fundamentally alters her both

physically and emotionally. The narrative unfolds during a therapy session

designed to unpack their emotional turmoil. Here, the therapist observes that

neither Miri nor Leah is truly hearing the other, intensifying the existing

tension. Miri's defensive stance emerges as she grapples with her feelings of

guilt and anger over Leah's choice to dive despite warnings, which now

haunts her.

The session also delves into Miri’s childhood experiences, hinting at

unresolved issues that may influence her current struggles with Leah’s

transformation. While Miri deals with anxiety about Leah’s health and

recovery, Leah herself is portrayed as battling physical pain and difficulty

with everyday tasks, such as getting dressed. Miri's efforts to care for Leah

stem from a desperate yearning for the vibrant woman she once knew, a

stark contrast to the new reality they face.

One particularly awkward interaction involves Sam, a friend who tries to

lend support by bringing over a chicken, which symbolizes Miri's
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vulnerability and her frustration at needing assistance. As the chapter

progresses, Miri's inner monologue reveals her nostalgic longing for the

lively and humorous Leah while simultaneously grieving the profound

changes that distance them. Vivid flashbacks, including a key moment

shared on the beach, serve as bittersweet reminders of their past joy,

enhancing the depth of Miri's sorrow.

The metaphor of the "sea lung" encapsulates the chapter's themes,

embodying the fluidity and uncertainty of their lives as they navigate the

precarious border between connection and disconnection. This interplay of

grief, communication challenges, and love’s complexities in the face of

change paints a poignant picture of Miri’s struggles. Overall, the chapter

weaves together a gripping exploration of evolving relationships, setting the

stage for further emotional exploration in their journey.
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Chapter 16: Leah.

In Chapter 16 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," we explore Leah’s reflections

 on her complex relationship with Jelka, whose life is deeply intertwined

with her Catholic faith. The chapter begins with Jelka sitting on the floor

before a figurine of St. Brendan, the patron saint of sailors, evoking a sense

of prayer and reverence. This imagery highlights Jelka's unique approach to

faith, where she seeks the presence and intercession of saints instead of

idolizing them. This dichotomy of being a practical scientist with a profound

spiritual side underscores Jelka's multifaceted character.

Leah admires Jelka's intelligence and enigmatic nature, cultivating a sense of

curiosity about Jelka's personal life—details about her family and her

philosophy on love remain largely unknown to Leah. This mystery is

intensified by Leah’s own experiences in her relationship with Miri, another

woman, as she grapples with questions of intimacy and connection.

The chapter also delves into Jelka’s past, revealing her earlier aspirations as

an altar server and her dream of becoming a priest, which she ultimately had

to relinquish. Instead, she redirected her passion toward marine ecology and

conservation, which serves as a profound metaphor for her search for

purpose and meaning amidst frustration and loss.

Through Jelka's reminiscences about cherished saints like St. Lidwina,
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whose suffering resonated deeply with her, and St. Brendan, whose

adventurous spirit at sea embodies a quest for both literal and metaphorical

holiness, the narrative weaves a rich tapestry of intimacy. Jelka’s stories

during their shared moments solidify the bond between her and Leah, even

as they navigate the oppressive darkness of their underwater environment.

As their sunken vessel experiences a power failure, Leah's thoughts oscillate

between the very real danger they face and the profound introspections about

life’s existential rhythms—oscillating between states of awareness and

oblivion. The chapter closes with Leah’s uncertainty about when sleep

engulfs her, articulating a poignant blend of peril and introspection regarding

faith, love, and the expansive depths of the ocean.

Overall, this chapter encapsulates a delicate interplay of hope and despair,

highlighting the intricate dynamics of personal relationships set against the

backdrop of broader existential inquiries, encapsulating the themes of

search, longing, and the unknown depths of life.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 17 of "Our Wives Under the Sea" by Julia Armfield, the narrative

 explores Miri's intricate relationship with intimacy, influenced heavily by

her past experiences. As a teenager, Miri's anxiety surrounding physical

contact and sexuality led to numerous awkward encounters and phobias,

ultimately shaping her views on intimacy. However, her marriage to Leah

serves as a pivotal turning point, allowing Miri to forge a transformative

connection that helps her confront and navigate her anxieties. This physical

relationship offers Miri joy and a sense of liberation that she had previously

deemed unattainable.

As Leah prepares to depart for a trip, Miri's reflections on their shared

experiences—filled with warmth, laughter, and Leah's unique expressions of

love—underscore the profundity of their bond. This sense of intimacy

starkly contrasts with Miri's prior experiences of discomfort and rejection,

particularly in relationships with men, which fueled her fears and panic.

Miri’s internal struggles deepen as she grapples with grief and the fear of

losing Leah during her absence. This anxiety manifests in obsessive

thoughts about Leah possibly vanishing, revealing Miri’s deep-seated fears

of loss and abandonment. A therapy session emphasizes this emotional

turmoil, as Miri's therapist encourages her to delve into Leah's own

traumatic history, which has profoundly influenced Leah's behavior and their
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relationship dynamics.

The chapter highlights themes of grief and longing, with Miri wrestling not

only with her fears regarding Leah's past but also with the uncertainty that

accompanies loving someone marked by trauma. A distinction is drawn

between understanding and forgiveness, pointing to the necessity of

navigating the complexities of their relationship to achieve true healing.

Miri’s friendship with Carmen plays a significant role in her journey,

serving as a source of support and resilience. Carmen's positive update

regarding her eye surgery offers Miri a sliver of hope, reinforcing the

importance of friendship amidst personal struggles.

Ultimately, this chapter illustrates Miri's evolution from a place of panic and

fear towards a deeper comprehension of love and intimacy. It poignantly

captures her attempts to reconcile her internal fears with the realities of her

relationship with Leah, revealing that love, while a source of profound joy,

is also a complex terrain filled with emotional challenges.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Leah.

In Chapter 18 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," Leah finds herself in a

 disorienting blend of memory and reality while trapped in a submerged craft

with her companions, Jelka and Matteo. The chapter opens with Leah

reflecting on a dream where she and Miri, a significant figure in her life,

share a peaceful moment in an aquarium reminiscent of Leah's past. This

dream not only evokes a sense of nostalgia but also underscores Leah's

emotional connection to Miri, illustrating her longing for warmth and safety

amidst their dire circumstances.

As Leah awakens, the reality of their isolation sets in. The trio is functioning

under extreme stress, carrying out essential tasks like changing batteries and

rationing food as they contemplate their uncertain future. Leah's thoughts

turn to the craft’s systems, and she briefly clings to hope when she considers

that a shower might still work, signaling that they may not be at the brink of

disaster yet. This glimmer of potential relief contrasts sharply with their

stark surroundings and serves to highlight a central theme of the chapter: the

struggle between survival and the haunting shadows of past lives.

Amidst her reflections, Leah’s memories drift to the Tektite Habitat, an

underwater research station that has been a beacon of exploration in marine

biology. This recollection is interwoven with historical anecdotes about

renowned biologist Sylvia Earle and her pioneering all-female dive team,
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showcasing Leah's fascination with female empowerment in scientific

pursuits. This historical backdrop enriches the chapter, serving as a poignant

reminder of human resilience even in the face of the unknown.

However, the fragile calm is abruptly shattered when Jelka detects a burning

smell, igniting a primal fear among the group. This sensory cue forces them

to confront the tangible dangers surrounding them, revealing the pressing

reality of their perilous situation. The interplay of memory, present danger,

and the psychological toll of isolation culminates in an intense exploration

of survival and the enduring connections and bonds formed in crises.

Ultimately, this chapter intricately weaves Leah's internal struggles with the

external threats they face, creating a powerful narrative that examines the

complexities of isolation, memory, and the strength of relationships amidst

adversity.
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Chapter 19 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 19 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," Miri's daily routine consists of

 morning runs by the canal followed by coffee at a local café. This

seemingly ordinary life takes a turn when she encounters an overly persistent

man who keeps jotting his number on her receipts. Frustrated, Miri confronts

him, asserting her boundaries, which prompts her to reflect on the shifting

dynamics between her and her wife, Leah.

Miri's mind drifts to her relationship with Leah, whose job at the Centre has

introduced a growing emotional distance between them. Memories of Leah's

going-away party flood Miri’s thoughts; she recalls the distant faces that

attended and a particular man who left a subtle but impactful impression on

her. The flickering warmth of these memories contrasts starkly with her

current emotional struggles.

At home, tension hangs in the air, as Miri grapples with Leah’s deteriorating

health. She observes changes in Leah's demeanor and is reminded of her

own mother, whose similar struggles with emotions resonate deeply with

Miri. The chapter paints a poignant portrait of Miri’s fears, as she worries

she might inherit the same painful fate her mother faced.

As Miri tries to navigate these heavy emotions, a mysterious phone call from

an unknown number heightens her anxiety, compelling her to confide in her
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friend Carmen. In their conversation, Carmen’s offhand remark about Miri

sounding like a troubled figure from old Hollywood inadvertently adds to

Miri's sense of unease.

The chapter concludes on a bittersweet note, capturing Miri’s playful yet

concerned moments as she measures Leah, reminiscent of when she

measured her for an engagement ring. This act underscores Miri's growing

worry for Leah’s well-being. The couple's therapist agrees to a session via

Skype, but the situation becomes more complicated when Leah locks herself

in the bathroom, leaving Miri feeling increasingly isolated and desperate for

connection.

Overall, this chapter explores the complexities of love tested by distance and

emotional strain, alongside the haunting legacy of familial struggles with

mental health. It emphasizes how everyday life and deep-seated fears

intertwine, shaping Miri's identity and her current experience.
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Chapter 20: Leah.

Summary of Chapter 20: Our Wives Under the Sea

In Chapter 20, Leah, along with her companions Matteo and Jelka, is

submerged in the oppressive depths of the ocean, navigating their

submersible craft. The darkness envelops them, playing tricks on their

perception of time and space, creating a constant atmosphere of anxiety and

dread. 

As they gather at a table in the rear chamber, a mysterious and rhythmic

noise resonates from the abyss, capturing their attention. Matteo proposes

that the sound might be emanating from whales, but Jelka challenges this

idea, insisting that no whale would venture to such depths. This debate leads

them to reflect on the unique acoustic world of the deep ocean, prompting

Leah to think about her late partner, Miri, who had shared a deep fascination

with the ocean's mysteries. These memories provide a brief respite from the

tension they are facing.

However, the noise escalates into a more alarming grinding sound, which

heightens Leah's worry about the safety of their vessel. In an attempt to calm

herself, Leah considers the beauty of the ocean surrounding them, yet the

increasing intensity of the external sounds suggests potential peril. Jelka's
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anxiety deepens, and she contemplates their emergency escape trunk—the

hatch that could allow them to exit the vessel. Nonetheless, they quickly

recognize that opening it poses substantial risks due to the crushing

underwater pressure.

As Jelka voices her growing frustrations, Leah keenly observes the strain in

their interpersonal dynamics. The chapter effectively captures themes of

isolation, fear, and uncertainty, shedding light on how these immense

pressures affect their mental states and relationships. Leah's reflections

reveal the duality of the ocean: its alluring beauty juxtaposed with the

profound fear it inspires. Overall, Chapter 20 explores the complexities of

human emotions when confronted with the unknown, emphasizing that even

in the depths of despair, the bonds of companionship are tested.
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Chapter 21 Summary: Miri.

Summary of Chapter 21: Our Wives Under the Sea

In this emotionally charged chapter, Miri grapples with the unsettling

changes in her home and relationship following Leah's return from their

traumatic underwater experiences. The once peaceful and organized space

now feels foreign, cluttered with Leah's belongings that reflect both physical

and emotional disarray. Miri reflects on how their dynamic has shifted;

where she once took pride in maintaining order, Leah's laxity has now

intensified their discord.

In a moment of vulnerability, Leah suggests they switch bedrooms,

revealing her feelings of alienation. Their interactions are marked by a blend

of tenderness and tension, symbolizing the emotional chasm that has opened

between them. As Leah leans against Miri, the intimacy of the moment is

overshadowed by an air of sadness, hinting at the struggles they face.

The chapter takes a more serious turn when Leah unveils troubling changes

to her skin, reminiscent of the physical toll their underwater trials have

inflicted. This revelation triggers a wave of concern in Miri as Leah

articulates her discomfort and the haunting memories that continue to plague

her. These changes evoke a sense of psychological scars, suggesting that
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their time submerged has left an indelible mark on both women.

As Leah's frailty becomes more pronounced, Miri instinctively guides her to

the bathroom, seeking solace in the calming properties of water. There, amid

the soothing environment, Miri keenly observes Leah’s transformation—an

external manifestation of their shared trauma. She likens it to the

unpredictability of the ocean, recognizing that the complexities of their

experiences have had visible and invisible ramifications on their

relationship.

Themes of love, loss, and the quest for reconnection resonate throughout the

chapter, starkly highlighting the delicate nature of their bond amidst ongoing

challenges. Miri’s unwavering commitment to support Leah in the face of

uncertainty exemplifies the profound connection they share, even as they

navigate the rocky terrain of their new reality.
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Chapter 22 Summary: Leah.

In Chapter 22 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," Leah, Matteo, and Jelka find

 themselves trapped in their submerged vessel, confronting profound despair

and a sense of isolation. The chapter opens with Leah's disorienting dreams

that blur the line between reality and imagination, capturing the

psychological torment they endure amidst their dire predicament.

As the trio works diligently to repair the communications panel in a

desperate bid for rescue, their conversations reveal the emotional toll of their

circumstances. Matteo yearns for normalcy, expressing his craving for

simple pleasures like food and fresh air. His frustration highlights the

contrast between their harsh underwater reality and a life above water where

such comforts are taken for granted. Leah, who takes on the role of

peacemaker, strives to ease the growing tension between Matteo and Jelka.

She shares nostalgic memories of childhood beach outings, emphasizing a

longing for connection and joyous moments, but Jelka's interruptions reflect

the pervasive anxiety they all feel in their confined space.

The dark, unfathomable abyss outside their vessel serves as a metaphor for

their emotional state, amplifying their sense of entrapment. Leah's

reflections on the unsettling noises from the depths hint at potential dangers

lurking nearby, further intensifying their fear and uncertainty.
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Throughout the chapter, themes of anxiety, memory, and the intrinsic human

need for connection emerge. Leah's reminiscences of her loved one, Miri,

infuse warmth into the narrative while simultaneously highlighting her deep

sadness and longing for home. As monotony settles over their days and

maintaining engagement becomes increasingly challenging, Leah confronts

the heavy weight of fear and isolation. This chapter poignantly explores the

struggle for survival and the quest for meaning in an existence constrained

by circumstance.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 23 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," the narrative artfully

 juxtaposes the joyous beginnings of Miri and Leah’s relationship with the

unsettling changes Leah has undergone. The chapter opens with a nostalgic

recounting of a whimsical night at the cinema where Miri and Leah shared

laughter over a ludicrous horror film, a moment that marked the blossoming

of their love. Amid the playful chaos of that night, their first kiss

encapsulated the warmth and intimacy that defined their early connection.

However, the present is starkly different. Leah’s mysterious transformation

has left Miri deeply concerned; the warmth and vibrancy she once cherished

in Leah now feel distant, like specters of their past. After Leah misses a

crucial therapy session, Miri attempts to address the issue, but Leah’s

reluctance to seek help creates a profound sense of disconnect. Through

Leah's ambiguous behavior, Miri perceives an unsettling void that only

heightens her anxiety about Leah’s wellbeing and their relationship.

The chapter captures their life together in fragments—a chaotic move-in day

filled with laughter, friends, and the shared joy of new beginnings. Yet,

beneath the surface, Miri is haunted by the heavy presence of her mother’s

furniture, symbolic of the weight of memories that linger in their shared

space.
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As Leah remains in the bath, Miri's attempts to care for her manifest in

mundane actions, but she feels increasingly helpless as she browses potential

skin conditions online, desperate to grasp at the uncertainty looming over

them. The chapter flashes back to their wedding day, a moment marked by

humor and unexpected charm, contrasting sharply with the struggles they

now face. This memory is both a source of warmth and a reminder of the

growing distance between them, leaving Miri questioning what the future

holds given Leah’s inexplicable changes.

Overall, this chapter serves as a poignant exploration of love's fragility

amidst transformation and the challenge of sustaining intimacy when faced

with the unknown. The blend of nostalgic memories and present despair

underscores the complexities of relationships as they navigate through

uncharted waters.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 24: Leah.

In Chapter 24 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," Leah navigates a world

 irrevocably altered by a century of relentless rain, envisioning a time when

life flourished in the depths of the ocean, unthreatened by drowning. The

setting is marked by an oppressive atmosphere as she shares a moment with

Jelka on the main deck, who unexpectedly reveals that it is her birthday. In

their disorienting underwater existence, Leah suggests they celebrate, but

Jelka's withdrawn demeanor hints at a deeper emotional turmoil.

Their isolation is palpable, punctuated by strange sensations and eerie

sounds that echo from the darkness around them. Matteo, a fellow survivor,

has grown increasingly unpredictable and irritable, interrupting the moment

to question the source of these noises, a manifestation of his rising

frustration. Leah reflects on his unsettling behavior during the night and the

peculiar odor that has permeated their clothes, suggesting a gradual

unraveling of their collective sanity.

Jelka's acute sense of smell leads her to express an unsettling notion: perhaps

this is how people smell underwater. Instead of dismissing her idea, Leah

contemplates it, reflecting the complexity of their current reality. They share

a small ritual where Jelka makes a wish before extinguishing a makeshift

birthday candle. This act, however, is overshadowed by the engulfing

darkness that surrounds them, signifying their confusion and entrapment in
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an unfathomable situation.

Matteo soon joins them, and they share a moment of mutual bewilderment

over their lost purpose and the dreams they once had before becoming

ensnared in this new reality. Their conversation lays bare a collective anxiety

about their surroundings and identities, illuminating the internal struggles

they face as they grapple with the disintegration of their original mission and

sense of self. This chapter culminates in an atmosphere thick with confusion

and despair, capturing the profound effects of isolation and the longing for

connection against the backdrop of their surreal existence.

Overall, the chapter weaves together themes of isolation and disorientation,

the fragility of memory and identity, and the struggle to maintain

connections amid an eerie disconnection, illustrating the challenges faced in

their struggle for survival against the backdrop of a fractured reality.
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Chapter 25 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 25 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," we dive deep into Miri's

 emotional landscape as she navigates the challenges of caring for her wife,

Leah. The chapter begins with Leah ensconced in the bathtub, finding solace

in the water while withdrawing from the world around her. This setting

symbolizes Leah's retreat from life, reflecting her internal struggles

following a traumatic event that left her feeling lost and detached.

Miri, feeling increasingly isolated and anxious, tries her best to maintain a

semblance of normalcy in their lives. She endeavors to offer Leah food and

support her mental health, but as Leah's appetite wanes, Miri grapples with

feelings of helplessness. This reflects a broader theme of caregiver fatigue,

as Miri wrestles with her own sense of displacement amid Leah's decline.

Motivated by a need for change, Miri insists on taking Leah outside for a

walk, hoping to rekindle some of the joy they once shared in their outdoor

adventures. However, Leah’s reluctance and deteriorating health culminate

in a crisis when she collapses on the grass, prompting Miri's panic. In this

moment, Miri feels unprepared and overwhelmed, unable to comfort Leah or

reassure onlookers about her condition. This incident underscores the

fragility of their situation and Miri's escalating anxiety about Leah's

well-being.
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Returning home, Miri attempts to connect with Leah through the familiar

comfort of a movie—"Jaws," a film steeped in happier memories. However,

Leah's unresponsiveness serves as a poignant reminder of the emotional

distance that now separates them. Despite Miri’s efforts to uphold their

routines and foster a sense of connection, the strain of their circumstances

hangs heavy in the air.

This chapter poignantly explores themes of love, loss, and the complexities

of caregiving. Miri's internal struggle is laid bare as she yearns for the

vibrant relationship they once enjoyed, caught in the delicate balance of

hope and despair while navigating the harsh realities of Leah’s condition.

The narrative encapsulates the tender yet painful dynamics of their

relationship, painting a vivid picture of resilience amid an uncertain future.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Leah.

In Chapter 26 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," the atmosphere is thick with

 tension and unease as Leah discovers Jelka on the floor, fixated on an

escape hatch. When Leah approaches her, Jelka expresses her

contemplations about ghosts, suggesting that they are often silent, only

breaking their silence through sinister utterances—perhaps the whispers of

demons in disguise. Jelka's frail state reveals her inner turmoil; she appears

malnourished and increasingly withdrawn, lost in her thoughts about the

unknown dangers that might emerge from the hatch.

As Jelka reflects on a childhood memory of encountering what she believed

to be a ghost in her mother’s home—an event a priest dismissed as

demonic—she delves into biblical admonitions against engaging with the

dead. This discussion serves to highlight her deep-seated grief and fear,

contrasting the themes of loss and the ambiguous nature of faith and doubt.

Her fixation on ominous possibilities underscores her struggle to process her

emotions and the unresolved aspects of her past.

Leah, observing Jelka’s distress, tries to offer solace but feels an inherent

disconnect. She, too, wrestles with her memories of loss, recalling a

significant moment with her deceased father. Unlike Jelka’s haunted

perceptions, Leah finds her encounters with her father after his death

comforting, allowing her to draw a clearer narrative that speaks to
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acceptance and closure. Her reflections emphasize a bittersweet relationship

colored by both love and pain.

This chapter intricately weaves together the characters’ emotional depths,

emphasizing their fears surrounding death, the complexity of memory, and

the haunting presence of those who have passed. It invites readers to engage

with the profound questions surrounding loss, the murky borders between

life and death, and the emotional legacies that linger within us long after our

loved ones are gone.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 27 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 27 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," the narrative centers on a

 deeply intimate yet strained moment between Miri and Leah. Set in the bath

late at night, the chapter explores the complexity of their relationship against

the backdrop of persistent phone calls that Miri chooses to ignore,

symbolizing her desire to focus solely on Leah. As Leah relaxes in the water,

she philosophizes about the ocean's influence on human existence, drawing

parallels between their emotional struggles and the vast, unpredictable sea. 

Miri's concern for Leah deepens as she observes the changes in Leah's

physical and emotional state, indicative of a larger struggle that infuses their

interactions with tension. Leah's insistence on prolonging their bath time

amplifies Miri’s anxiety, revealing a longing to reconnect amid their

difficulties. Miri's push to end the bath time escalates into a tense standoff,

culminating in a symbolic moment where Leah, overwhelmed with emotion,

leaks water from her eyes and mouth, visually representing her fragility. 

This moment starkly contrasts Miri's own fears about a genetic condition she

might inherit, highlighting her profound anxieties about the future while she

grapples with the need for normalcy in their lives. The chapter concludes

with a disconcerting phone call at dawn, which serves as a harbinger of

Jelka's sister's arrival, stirring up unresolved issues from Leah's past that cast

a shadow over their present.
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This poignant chapter artfully examines themes of vulnerability, the weight

of familial history, and the fragile moments of love in a tumultuous world,

encapsulating the tension between Miri’s desire for connection and the

underlying fear of loss that permeates their relationship.
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Chapter 28: Leah.

In Chapter 28 of "Our Wives Under the Sea" by Julia Armfield, the

 escalating tensions among Leah, Jelka, and Matteo aboard their submerged

vessel take center stage, revealing the psychological strain imposed by their

confined environment. Initially, the trio manages to maintain a semblance of

harmony; however, as the pressure of their situation mounts, their mental

states begin to deteriorate.

Leah comes to a jarring realization of their imprisonment beneath the waves,

while Jelka experiences auditory hallucinations that the others cannot hear,

adding an eerie layer to their confinement. This sense of dread deepens as

the characters' interactions become increasingly fraught. Matteo's frustration

with Jelka surfaces violently when he forcibly drags her away from a hatch

that has captivated her attention. Leah, caught between the two, attempts to

mediate but finds herself overwhelmed as Mateo's outburst triggers chaos,

revealing long-buried resentments and fears.

As the situation escalates, Leah reflects on the ocean's significance, recalling

the insights of marine biologist Sylvia Earle, whose reverence for the sea

heightens Leah's sense of loss and yearning for connection to something

greater than their dire circumstances. The ocean, a source of life, also

amplifies their feelings of entrapment.
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Jelka's mental state continues to decline, culminating in her admission to

Leah that she hears voices—possibly a sign of her unraveling psyche. Leah's

efforts to reach out to Jelka only serve to reinforce her own feelings of

helplessness. Meanwhile, Matteo's skepticism about the mission raises

unsettling questions regarding the true motives behind their underwater

expedition, further intensifying Leah's unease.

The chapter concludes on a note of impending dread, as Leah grapples with

haunting dreams that intertwine memories of the ocean and her friendships.

This blending of thoughts encapsulates her feelings of isolation and

psychological turmoil, reflecting the wider themes of entrapment and the

enigmatic presence of the ocean that underscores their journey.
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Chapter 29 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 29 of “Our Wives Under the Sea,” Miri finds herself in a cozy

 café meeting Juna, the sister of Leah’s diving partner, Jelka. As Miri reflects

on her relationship with Leah, she observes Juna's unusual habit of pressing

a napkin to her mouth, which mirrors her own tension and unease in this

unexpected encounter.

During their conversation, Juna shares reminiscent stories, particularly about

her late partner, who humorously would make coffee with an excessive six

extra shots of espresso. This playful yet somber recollection brings an

emotional depth to their dialogue, highlighting the blend of humor and

sadness shared by those who have experienced loss. Miri senses a complex

mix of warmth and distance between them, illustrating the intricate

dynamics of human connection amid grief.

The atmosphere shifts dramatically when Juna delivers the heart-wrenching

news of Jelka’s death. This revelation strikes Miri with a profound shock,

leaving her feeling physically disconnected and emotionally

overwhelmed—an allegory for the disorientation that comes with sudden

grief.

As the chapter progresses, Miri internally struggles to cope with her feelings

of isolation and the unexpected weight of Juna's loss, torn between her own
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sorrow and the empathy she feels for Juna. The scene concludes with Miri

returning home, still reeling from the encounter. Leah’s altered demeanor

upon her return adds to the surreal atmosphere, further deepening the sense

of dread surrounding the unfolding events.

Key themes in this chapter revolve around grief, connection, and the

complexity of relationships in times of loss. Miri and Juna's conversation

poignantly embodies the shared yet individual ways they navigate their pain,

enriching the emotional depth of the narrative and leaving readers in

suspense about what may come next.
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Chapter 30 Summary: Leah.

### Summary of Chapter 30: "Our Wives Under the Sea"

In this gripping chapter, Leah recounts her disorienting experience aboard a

submarine, where she and her companion, Jelka, struggle against both

external and internal chaos. The narrative opens with Leah waking up to find

Jelka missing, only to discover her later in a wash stall, captivated by the

water. This moment evokes memories of Leah's past relationship,

highlighting the emotional complexity between the two women. Jelka's

increasingly erratic behavior signals her mental distress, as she becomes

fixated on a haunting sound that she can scarcely describe.

As the first and second days unfold, Leah is consumed by anxiety stemming

from the eerie noises that seem to emanate from the depths of the ocean,

resembling ghostly whispers. The weight of the situation intensifies when

Matteo, another crew member, shares his unsettling suspicion that they

might be trapped in a lifeless expanse of the ocean, deepening the existential

dread that hangs over them. Leah is torn between her yearning for a deeper

connection with Jelka and the oppressive atmosphere that fuels her dread.

On the third day, tensions escalate dramatically. In a troubling fit of

desperation, Jelka physically confronts Matteo, urging him to hear the voices
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haunting her. This breakdown starkly illustrates the psychological strain that

the submarine environment inflicts on the crew. Leah attempts to mitigate

the chaos, but Jelka's unraveling becomes impossible to ignore, signaling a

critical turning point in their collective mental health.

The situation reaches its peak when Jelka inexplicably vanishes into an

escape trunk, prompting frantic attempts by Leah and Matteo to unlock the

chamber. Their desperate actions reveal the underlying fear that permeates

their confined existence. The chapter concludes with the escape trunk

flooding, leaving Jelka’s fate uncertain and amplifying the tension as the

threat of danger looms over both Leah and Matteo.

### Themes:

1. Isolation and Desperation: The confined submarine setting amplifies

 the characters' feelings of fear and hopelessness, creating an inescapable

atmosphere.

2. Psychological Strain: Characters’ psychological struggles highlight

 the toll that their harrowing environment takes on their mental well-being.

3. Connection vs. Alienation: Leah's relationships with Jelka and

 Matteo illustrate a deep desire for understanding amidst the chaos of their

situation.

This chapter vividly encapsulates a moment of turmoil where the vastness

and darkness of the ocean reflect the characters' emotional depths, hinting at

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


forthcoming personal crises intertwined with existential fears.
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Chapter 31 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 31 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," Miri finds herself grappling

 with the transformed reality of her partner Leah, who is in the midst of

recovering from a harrowing experience that has irrevocably altered both her

physical and emotional state. Miri tenderly attends to Leah, wrapping her

face in a bandage—a gesture that conveys an awkward affection and hints at

the escalating challenges in their relationship.

As Miri tends to Leah, she is flooded with memories of their shared past,

from cozy movie nights to visits to their favorite Indian restaurant. These

recollections underscore a deep-rooted connection between them, even as

Miri feels the painful distance that has emerged in the wake of Leah's

trauma. Nostalgia intermingles with rising panic, reflecting Miri's fears

about Leah's precarious health and the overwhelming grief linked to the loss

of Jelka, Leah's sister.

The chapter unfolds against the backdrop of cooking shows and a thickening

mist outside, reinforcing Miri's internal struggle with anxiety and sorrow. It

delves into profound themes of memory, grief, and the complexities inherent

in caregiving. Miri’s efforts to support Leah reveal the heart-wrenching

reality of love, especially when one partner cannot fully mend the other's

wounds. The narrative poignantly explores the difficulty of confronting

painful truths while coming to terms with an idealized version of who Leah
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once was.

The chapter reaches a haunting climax when Miri discovers Leah submerged

in the bath, a striking visualization of vulnerability. Leah's chest gently

rising and falling beneath the water's surface serves as a powerful symbol of

both her fragility and her resilience, leaving Miri—and the reader—with a

stark reminder of the delicate balance between life, love, and loss.

Overall, this chapter poignantly captures Miri's emotional struggles and her

deep love for Leah as they navigate the uncertainties of their existence,

accompanied by a current of profound emotion threading through their

journey.
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Chapter 32: Leah.

In Chapter 32, titled "Our Wives Under the Sea," we delve into Leah's

 introspection as she grapples with her fears and the mysteries of the ocean.

She reflects on intriguing aspects of marine life, such as how gravitational

forces create tides and the distinct chemical properties of ocean versus river

water. These thoughts demonstrate her quest for knowledge as a way to

combat feelings of vulnerability; however, Leah ultimately recognizes that

understanding the ocean's complexities cannot shield her from the

underlying fears and uncertainties of life.

While Leah contemplates these thoughts, Matteo returns from exploring a

closed compartment on their boat with a look of disquiet, unsettling Leah.

She offers him care by drying his hands and preparing coffee, before he

drifts off to sleep. Alone on the deck, Leah finds herself staring into the

ocean's depths, wrestling with her feelings of isolation and revisiting

troubling memories, particularly those associated with Jelka—a character

from their past whose actions seem to haunt them.

As Leah seeks comfort in a story about St. Brendan, a figure who encounters

Judas amidst the seas, she reflects on themes of redemption and the burdens

carried by each character. The tale parallels her own experiences of isolation

and the ongoing search for connection in a world laden with despair.
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The chapter takes a turn when Leah begins to hear a mysterious voice,

reminiscent of Jelka’s earlier claims of a ghostly presence. This new

development adds an eerie tone and hints at deeper emotional battles within

Leah, blending her yearning for understanding with the unsettling reality of

a potential supernatural element. This contrast encapsulates the chapter’s

emotional landscape, where the ordinary juxtaposes with the uncanny,

revealing the complexities of Leah's internal struggle against the vastness of

both the ocean and her own feelings.
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Chapter 33 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 33 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," Miri delves into her profound

 bond with Leah while grappling with the challenges posed by Leah's

deteriorating condition, particularly her struggle to breathe on land after her

mysterious experience underwater. Miri's thoughts are painted with vivid

memories that highlight the depth of their relationship, such as their initial

encounter in a bar marked by an unusual song, a moment that encapsulates

the joy and serendipity often found in love.

To nurture Leah amidst her struggles, Miri adopts a new ritual of sprinkling

salt into Leah’s baths, a gesture that brings Leah moments of comfort and

gratitude, symbolizing their enduring connection despite the encroaching

shadow of illness. This intimate act contrasts sharply with Miri's feelings of

uncertainty and fear regarding Leah's future.

In a contrasting emotional tide, Miri receives a cheerful phone call from her

friend Carmen, who shares news about her successful eye surgery. While

Carmen's elation casts a bright light on her own journey toward a clearer

vision, Miri is left feeling the weight of her own worries about Leah,

illustrating the stark contrasts of joy and anxiety that coexist in her life.

The chapter further deepens its exploration of memory and loss as Miri

reflects on a poignant experience from her past — packing her mother's
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belongings in hospice care. This act of sorting through the remnants of her

mother’s life evokes themes of grief and introspection, as Miri confronts her

complex feelings about motherhood and connection. 

Through her texts with Leah, Miri attempts to bridge the emotional distance

created by Leah’s illness, revealing her longing for intimacy while

questioning her ability to maintain a genuine connection in such turbulent

times. The juxtaposition of Miri's cherished memories with the harsh reality

of her current life illustrates the nuanced complexities of love, loss, and the

human experience, capturing the bittersweet nature of her journey as she

navigates the treacherous waters of vulnerability and uncertainty.
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Chapter 34 Summary: Leah.

In Chapter 34 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," Leah finds herself observing

 Matteo on the main deck, where he is preoccupied with his torches, lost in

thought. The once vibrant interactions between them have diminished to a

painful silence, underscoring the emotional chasm that has grown since

Jelka's departure. Their new reality is steeped in unexpressed feelings about

cohabiting the space with the ghost of their past relationship—a reminder of

what has been lost.

As Leah grapples with her own feelings of confinement, exacerbated by their

cramped living conditions, she yearns for physical comfort and intimacy,

particularly reminiscing about the warmth she once felt from Miri. This

yearning highlights her deep desire for connection amidst the cold isolation

that defines their current existence. 

Frustration builds within Leah as she struggles to articulate the madness

surrounding them, particularly when Matteo remains unresponsive to her

attempts at engagement. However, he eventually acknowledges her by

inviting her into the circle of light cast by his torches, a subtle yet significant

gesture that brings them physically closer. This moment of shared silence is

laden with emotional weight, illuminating their mutual trauma while

simultaneously hinting at an unspoken understanding that remains just out of

reach.
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Overall, this chapter poignantly explores themes of isolation, the longing for

connection, and the psychological toll of their circumstances. The heavy

silence between Leah and Matteo is a testament to their shared ordeal,

capturing both the depth of their emotional struggle and the flickers of

understanding that might still exist between them.
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Chapter 35 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 35 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," Miri faces the harrowing

 realities of her partner Leah's condition as the chilling atmosphere of a cold

night sets the stage. Illuminated by moonlight, the scene reflects Miri's

internal struggle as she witnesses Leah’s alarming transformation. Once a

vibrant human, Leah is now losing mobility and becoming increasingly

translucent, teetering between her human form and something aquatic, a

metaphorical embodiment of the deep psychological and existential

challenges they both face.

The depth of Miri's devotion to Leah is palpable in her tender touches,

underscoring the fragile bond they share. However, this intimacy is layered

with fear; Leah’s condition necessitates more salt, a finite resource in their

environment. As Miri acknowledges the escalating crisis, her anxiety

crescendos into urgency when she decides to change Leah’s bathwater. The

act of lifting Leah from the water becomes a symbolic confrontation with the

stark reality of Leah's transformation, which is now painfully evident as her

features become nearly unrecognizable.

The chapter’s climax occurs as Miri realizes that she cannot sustain Leah in

her current state any longer. This moment of desperation drives her to reach

out to Juna, a character representing hope or a potential lifeline amid their

turmoil. Miri’s frantic efforts, such as soaking towels in salt as a makeshift
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solution, highlight her deep commitment and determination to preserve

Leah’s life, even as the shadows of loss loom ever closer.

Throughout the chapter, themes of love, loss, and the struggle against the

inevitability of change interweave, illustrating Miri’s emotional landscape.

The delicate balance between hope and despair resonates powerfully,

compelling readers to invest in the fates of these two women as they

navigate the extraordinary and heart-wrenching challenges brought forth by

Leah's transformation. The narrative encapsulates not just the physical

deterioration but also the profound emotional upheaval experienced by both

women in a love tested by extraordinary circumstances.
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Chapter 36: Leah.

In Chapter 36 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," Leah and Matteo find

 themselves aboard their submerged craft as the power unexpectedly returns,

illuminating their surroundings with flickering lights. The atmosphere is

thick with tension and fear; Matteo urges Leah to remain still, apprehensive

that any movement could disrupt the fragile power supply. His anxiety

highlights the precariousness of their situation deep beneath the ocean's

surface.

Amidst this tumult, a new hope emerges when Matteo realizes they might be

able to surface. However, Leah feels compelled to confront the mysteries

lurking below before they leave. The sea, which she has always regarded as

a familiar yet enigmatic presence, calls to her. This deep connection drives

her insistence to explore, underscoring a significant theme of curiosity that

permeates their harrowing journey.

Their exchange is fraught with desperation. Leah reassures Matteo that they

won't lose power again, emphasizing the importance of understanding their

experiences and whether their journey holds any true significance. Matteo

grapples with fear and uncertainty, recalling a nostalgic ice fishing trip with

his father, wherein he learned that experiences—much like the ocean—can

be both beautiful and terrifying. This reflection adds layers to his character

and contrasts sharply with Leah’s resolute determination.
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As tension mounts, Leah takes action, moving toward the main panel to

control the craft. This moment represents a pivotal shift in their relationship,

as Leah assumes a more decisive role while Matteo succumbs to paralyzing

fear. As she navigates the pitch-black depths, Leah encounters an unsettling

emptiness and a haunting smell—ominous signs that hint at the potentially

horrific truths submerged beneath them.

Driven by an insatiable need for answers, Leah presses onward into the dark

waters, leaving Matteo momentarily speechless and frozen in place. The

chapter concludes on an ambiguous note, filled with anticipation and dread

as they delve further into the unknown, symbolizing not only their physical

descent into the ocean's depths but also the exploration of their internal fears

and desires.

This chapter poignantly weaves together themes of fear, the quest for

understanding, nostalgia, and shifting power dynamics, enriching both

character development and the overarching narrative of Leah and Matteo's

perilous underwater expedition.
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Chapter 37 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 37 of "Our Wives Under the Sea," we witness a powerful

 emotional reunion between Miri and her wife, Leah, after Leah's two-week

quarantine at a mysterious Centre—a facility shrouded in secrecy concerning

the nature of its operations and the experiences of those it holds. Miri

receives the call notifying her of Leah's release, prompting a surge of

disjointed memories and feelings as she races to pick her up, laden with

urgency yet plagued by unpreparedness, depicted by her ill-fitting shoes and

distracted state of mind.

Upon arrival, Miri is struck by Leah's fragile appearance—disoriented and

seemingly stripped of her belongings, as if she has emerged from an ordeal.

Their reunion is heavy with emotions: profound love mingled with relief and

an acute sense of worry for Leah’s wellbeing. Miri's overwhelming affection

is tinged with anxiety, heightening her protective instincts toward Leah, who

appears in dire need of comfort and care.

The chapter introduces Juna, a mutual friend who assists Miri in providing

support for Leah. Their interactions are laced with casual banter, but this

lightness contrasts sharply with the gravity of Leah's condition. As Miri

tends to Leah with tender gestures—wrapping her in towels and ensuring her

comfort—their shared history comes to life through tender memories,

illustrating the deep bond formed over their years together.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


As they drive into the night, wrapped in the warmth of their connection,

Miri's apprehension grows. There’s an undercurrent of dread that paints a

shadow over their reunion, hinting at the uncertain path ahead. The chapter

encapsulates a blend of domesticity and love while subtly underscoring the

anxiety surrounding Leah’s mysterious experiences, drawing readers deeper

into Miri's complex emotional landscape and the enigmatic circumstances of

Leah's return.
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Chapter 38 Summary: Leah.

Summary of Chapter 38: Descending into the Abyss

In this gripping chapter, Leah and Matteo plunge into a vast underwater

chasm that evokes both terror and awe. As they navigate the eerie depths,

Leah recalls a conversation with her friend Miri about horror

movies—where predictability often foreshadows a grim fate—hinting at an

ominous destiny awaiting them.

As the ocean’s vastness envelops them, Leah becomes increasingly attuned

to unsettling sounds and a strange smell wafting from the depths. The

atmosphere thickens with suspense as reality begins to blur; she catches

sight of an enormous creature rising from the abyss, its immense eye striking

fear into her heart. This terrifying encounter triggers memories of Leah's

childhood fascination with marine life, melding her nostalgia for the ocean's

wonders with a profound dread of what lurks within its dark recesses.

Beside her, Matteo appears conflicted and withdrawn in the presence of the

creature, yet Leah feels an inexplicable draw to face the unknown. This

tension reflects Leah's internal struggle as she grapples with questions of

intention and fate—wondering if their descent into this abyss was by design

or if they were unwittingly ensnared by its unknown powers.
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In a moment of clarity mixed with resignation, Leah instinctively reaches for

a logbook. She writes her name, an offering that symbolizes her

acknowledgment of the creature's existence and their shared experience in

this lonely, mysterious expanse. The chapter closes on a haunting note,

encapsulating themes of fear, identity, and the primal connection between

humanity and the enigmatic depths of the ocean.
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Chapter 39 Summary: Miri.

In Chapter 39 of "Our Wives Under the Sea" by Julia Armfield, the narrative

 unfolds as Miri grapples with her complex emotions surrounding her partner

Leah’s condition and her longing for the comfort of her childhood,

particularly the bond she once shared with her mother. The chapter opens

with Miri arriving at her mother’s coastal home, a place that now feels

foreign and hollow. Accompanied by Juna, a friend who has stepped in to

assist them, Miri prepares to care for Leah, who is recovering from a

traumatic diving incident that left her in a precarious state.

As they work together, memories flood Miri's mind, resurfacing the guilt

and nostalgia tied to Leah and their altered relationship since the accident.

The house serves as a haunting symbol of absence, echoing with memories

of laughter and life, while highlighting Miri's emotional struggle. Amidst the

physical chill of the house, the warmth of those cherished memories

contrasts sharply with the current reality, emphasizing the theme of loss.

Juna provides crucial insights about Leah’s tragic accident, revealing the

isolation Leah and her crew faced while presumed dead. This knowledge

intensifies Miri's sense of grief and helplessness. The two women share a

poignant connection over their shared losses, illustrating the profound

loneliness that often accompanies such heartache.
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The climax of Miri’s struggle comes as she decides to take Leah to the

ocean, symbolizing both a yearning for connection and the fragility of their

love. In a hauntingly emotional moment, Miri carries Leah into the surf,

confronting the cold water and the deeper layers of their bond. As Leah slips

into the ocean, the water becomes a powerful metaphor for the intertwining

of love and loss, leaving Miri to grapple with the painful yet beautiful reality

that some connections transcend physical presence.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates the ephemeral nature of love, grief, and

the longing for reconnection set against the mesmerizing and often

tumultuous backdrop of the sea.
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