
Permanent Record PDF (Limited Copy)

Mary h.k. Choi

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Permanent Record Summary
Two lives collide in a whirlwind of fame and uncertainty.

Written by New York Central Park Page Turners Books Club
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About the book

In *Permanent Record* by Mary H. K. Choi, the story centers around two

contrasting protagonists: Pablo and Leanna Smart. After a disheartening first

year of college, Pablo feels lost, working night shifts at a twenty-four-hour

deli and avoiding the persistent calls from the student loan office. This

reflects his struggle with adulthood and the pressures of financial

responsibility, highlighting a common theme many young adults face when

transitioning into the workforce and managing their academic debts.

On the flip side, Leanna Smart's life has been one of meteoric rise and public

acclaim. Starting as a Disney Mouseketeer at just eight years old, she has

quickly ascended to fame as a pop star by nineteen, demonstrating the

intense scrutiny and challenges that come with early success in the

entertainment industry. 

When fate brings Pablo and Leanna together during a snowstorm in

Brooklyn, their instant connection defies their differing worlds. Despite their

backgrounds, the chemistry between them is undeniable. As a budding

romance blossoms, they find themselves navigating the complexities of

private life in a digital age, where social media relentlessly invades personal

boundaries, making it difficult to keep their relationship a secret.

As their story unfolds, Pablo and Leanna's attempts to evade public attention
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reveal the fragility of their connection and the unexpected ways their lives

will intertwine, forcing both characters to confront their aspirations and

insecurities in a rapidly changing landscape. Ultimately, the tale explores the

themes of love, ambition, and the quest for identity in a world that often

blurs the lines between private lives and public personas.
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About the author

In the early chapters of *Emergency Contact*, we are introduced to the

protagonist, Penny Lee, a college freshman who feels out of place in her new

environment. Navigating the challenges of adulthood, Penny struggles with

her identity and the weight of her family’s expectations. Her life takes a turn

when she meets Sam, a charismatic yet vulnerable young man working at a

café. Their paths cross unexpectedly, setting the stage for a complex

relationship that evolves through text messages and shared experiences.

The narrative shifts between Penny's and Sam's perspectives, allowing

readers to delve into their personal struggles. Penny, who often feels

invisible and disconnected, uses her creativity as a coping mechanism. She is

at a crossroads, trying to figure out her future while grappling with her

feelings for Sam. Meanwhile, Sam, dealing with his own demons, including

unresolved issues from his past and the pressures from his family, serves as

a counterbalance to Penny’s journey of self-discovery.

As their relationship develops, Choi deftly explores themes of friendship,

mental health, and the nuances of modern communication. The dynamic

between Penny and Sam highlights the exploration of intimacy in the digital

age, where messages can convey depth and emotion while also complicating

real-life interactions. Their connection becomes a lifeline for both

characters, inviting them to confront their fears and insecurities.
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Through vibrant storytelling and relatable characters, Choi captures the

essence of young adulthood, illustrating the complexities of love and

friendship against the backdrop of cultural expectations. The chapters set a

compelling foundation for the characters’ growth and the unfolding of their

intertwined lives, making the reader eager to follow Penny and Sam's

journey through emotional highs and lows.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

In Chapter 1 of "Permanent Record" by Mary H.K. Choi, we are introduced

 to Pablo, a young man navigating the bustling and often unforgiving streets

of New York City. He works at a health food store that he insists is not a

bodega, despite its around-the-clock operation and deli-style offerings.

Pablo’s journey to work is both literal and metaphorical; he braves the harsh

winter weather while reflecting humorously on his ambitions, familial

pressures, and the complexities of his identity.

Pablo is caught between the high expectations set by his Korean mother,

who envisions a future for him in medicine, and the more relaxed approach

of his Pakistani father, who encourages the pursuit of dreams over traditional

success. This familial dichotomy underscores Pablo's internal conflict,

particularly as he toils away at a job that his mother disapproves of, viewing

it as beneath his potential.

Amidst the pressures of daily life, Pablo finds refuge in social media, hoping

that the next viral video will provide the inspiration he needs to reshape his

future, secure his place in college, and escape his current role in the service

industry. His struggles are compounded by his mixed-heritage background,

which makes his identity a point of exploration and confusion. His brother,

Rain, also navigates this complex landscape, embodying the challenges of

growing up in a multicultural family.
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At work, Pablo’s interactions with colleagues like Tina—a pregnant

co-worker and former friend—illustrate his charm and his desire to maintain

connections, despite changes in their lives. Their banter sheds light on the

evolution of their relationship and Pablo's eagerness to navigate the shifts of

adulthood with a dash of humor. Roommates Tice and Selwyn further enrich

the narrative, each representing different facets of urban life and personal

struggles, which Pablo must contend with as he seeks to assert his identity.

Overall, the chapter captures a youthful essence filled with uncertainty, a

quest for self-discovery, and the weight of expectations that characterize

Pablo's world. His quirky observations on life and relationships hint at

broader themes of belonging, ambition, and dream-chasing—all set against

the backdrop of late-night shifts in a health food store that, while seemingly

ordinary, serves as a microcosm of his extraordinary life.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

Chapter 2 Summary

Chapter 2 follows our unnamed protagonist as they navigate the exhausting

realities of a night shift at a deli, working from 10 PM to 6 AM for a meager

$15 an hour. Their monotonous job serves as a backdrop to their feelings of

disillusionment after dropping out of college, where they had once been

surrounded by peers celebrating their achievements.

The protagonist grapples with anxiety and a pervasive sense of aimlessness,

particularly after leaving a party where former classmates reveled in their

successful college experiences. This juxtaposes sharply with their current

predicament, amplified by a sense of restlessness that transforms their shifts

into an endless struggle to remain engaged. To cope, they often watch videos

featuring successful young entrepreneurs, which only deepens their sense of

envy and frustration, especially when a former classmate, Cruzo, is

highlighted for his controversial rise in the art world.

Their reflections also lead to memories of a past passion for graffiti,

highlighting themes of lost potential and unfulfilled dreams. The deli's

regular patrons, while familiar in routine, emphasize the protagonist's

feelings of isolation, as they know the customers by their habits and looks
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but find it difficult to forge deeper connections amidst the city’s superficial

intimacy. This narrative element underscores the loneliness that can pervade

even crowded spaces.

As the night turns into their 20th birthday, the protagonist feels a mix of

ambivalence about reaching this milestone. They treat themselves to

chocolate-covered macadamia nuts and contemplate a Valentine’s Day gift

for their mother, hinting at the complicated nature of their family

relationships.

Just as the routine begins to feel suffocating, a pivotal moment occurs when

a girl bursts into the deli at 5 AM, breathless and cold. This unexpected

encounter sparks the protagonist's interest, hinting at the possibility of a

transformative connection and signifying a shift in their monotonous

existence.

In sum, this chapter delves into themes of identity, ambition, and the longing

for meaningful connections while exploring the pervasive solitude that can

accompany urban life, setting the stage for potential growth and change in

the protagonist's journey.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 

Chapter 3 Summary

In this chapter, the narrator, who works the night shift at a bustling bodega,

has an intriguing encounter with Carolina Suarez, a girl who stands out due

to her striking and unconventional outfit that evokes the look of a sci-fi

villain. He describes her through the lens of “noonchi,” a Korean term that

refers to the ability to gauge social situations, immediately noting her

unusual presence and engaging aura.

Their conversation sparks when Carolina makes quirky snack choices,

highlighting her playful personality. As they banter, the interaction flows

naturally from their snack preferences to wider topics, drawing the narrator

deeper into her world. He’s particularly captivated when he discovers that

Carolina possesses a Black Amex card, a status symbol that hints at her

affluent lifestyle and piques his curiosity about her background.

As their dialogue unfolds, the narrator accidentally reveals his recognition of

her as Leanna Smart, a former child star who has transitioned into a pop

sensation. This realization shifts the dynamic; what began as a simple chat

with an intriguing stranger quickly becomes complex as he grapples with the

distinction between Carolina's celebrity persona and the person he has begun
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to connect with.

The chapter explores themes of identity, social class disparity, and the

quirky nature of urban life, as the narrator feels a mix of admiration and

inadequacy when faced with Carolina's celebrity status. Their interaction

captures the randomness and serendipity of human connections, offering a

captivating glimpse into the contrast between their worlds and leaving

readers eager to see how their relationship will develop further.
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Chapter 4: 

Chapter 4 Summary

In this chapter, the narrator humorously recounts his fleeting experience with

fame, dubbing himself “internet famous” due to a viral meme stemming

from a disastrous promposal gone awry. In an elaborate setup intended to

impress his girlfriend, Heather, he expected a fairy-tale moment, only to be

met with rejection. His devastated reaction was captured on video, which

unexpectedly garnered over eleven million views, turning his heartbreak into

a symbol of romantic disappointment. The irony of his situation is

heightened when he finds himself featured on a morning show, further

amplifying his embarrassment.

Amidst this newfound notoriety, the narrator engages in a charming and

flirtatious conversation with Leanna Smart, a girl who seems to be well

aware of his internet fame. Leanna's captivating personality and her

reflections on identity add depth to their interaction, suggesting themes of

perception and self-worth. Their playful back-and-forth is punctuated by

moments of awkwardness, hinting at a budding connection as they navigate

their youthful uncertainties.

As the night progresses, the two bond over junk food in a late-night store,
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where the narrator is increasingly distracted by Leanna's vibrant demeanor.

However, he becomes unsure of her intentions, questioning if she is

genuinely interested in him or simply being friendly. This confusion

culminates in a humorous daydream where he imagines an absurd future

with her, even contemplating marriage.

Through this lighthearted narrative, the chapter delves into themes of

adolescent vulnerability, the influence of social media on identity, and the

complexities of attraction that often emerge in unexpected encounters. As

the narrator balances his embarrassment with moments of humor and

connection, readers are reminded of the challenges and triumphs of

navigating young adulthood.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In Chapter 5, we journey into the vibrant yet tumultuous life of the

 protagonist, highlighting the intricate balance between family dynamics and

friendships. The chapter opens with a lively birthday celebration at home,

featuring a relaxed gathering of friends—Miggs, Wyn, Tice, and Dara—who

indulge in donuts and sandwiches. Their playful banter and lighthearted

betting about future achievements exemplify the strong camaraderie they

share, allowing readers to witness a slice of youthful joy amidst the chaos.

Amidst the festivities, the protagonist grapples with a mix of emotions,

particularly regarding a recent crush, Leanna Smart, which stirs feelings of

heartache and longing. This emotional undertow is juxtaposed with his

financial struggles, as he faces unpaid bills and mounting debt accrued from

buying turntables, adding weight to his otherwise jovial day.

The mood swiftly shifts as the protagonist receives alarming messages from

Rain's school, prompting a tense meeting with Principal Daley and a teacher.

This encounter reveals a serious issue: Rain has attempted to sell vibrators to

his classmates, igniting a bewildering dialogue about parenting and the

responsibilities that come with raising a child. The protagonist navigates this

absurd yet serious situation with a mix of frustration and love for his

younger brother, showcasing the complexities of sibling relationships.
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Post-meeting, the brothers make their way home, where Rain's carefree

attitude about his week off school contrasts sharply with the serious

repercussions looming over them—particularly the inevitable wrath of their

mother. In a tender moment, they bond over ice cream and cookie butter,

highlighting the deep familial ties that persist even during challenging times.

This chapter adeptly captures the whirlwind of adolescence, illustrating the

struggle between freedom and responsibility, while emphasizing the

enduring love and connection within a family facing life's absurdities

together.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 6

In this chapter, the focus is on the complicated bond between the protagonist

and their mother. The morning scene opens with the mother returning from a

taxing night shift to find breakfast lovingly prepared by her child. Although

the tension from the protagonist’s decision to drop out of school lingers, a

warm atmosphere begins to emerge, as the mother's fatigue gives way to

humor and softness.

As they share a meal, the conversation shifts to Rain, the protagonist’s

younger brother, who recently faced disciplinary action at school for selling

vibrators. This incident initially shocks their mother but swiftly transforms

into a source of laughter, revealing the family’s quirky dynamics. This

moment highlights the mother’s capacity to find lightness in chaotic

situations, contrasting sharply with her potentially harsher reactions to

similar missteps in the past.

However, the mood turns serious when the mother voices her concerns for

the protagonist’s future, emphasizing the importance of an upcoming

meeting regarding their education. Her deep-seated desire for her child's

success is palpable, as are the weighty expectations she places upon them. In
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response, the protagonist attempts to deflect the pressure with humor,

indicating their conflicting feelings about their academic choices.

The chapter also delves into the sibling dynamic between the protagonist and

Rain, offering glimpses of playful teasing and camaraderie that underscore

their supportive relationship. As the mother assigns household chores, the

chapter concludes with a reminder of the pressures both siblings face to

fulfill her expectations amid family chaos.

Key themes in this chapter include the intricacies of familial relationships,

the quest for independence, and the humor that can arise from trying

circumstances. The gradual improvement in communication between the

protagonist and their mother suggests a potential mending of their strained

relationship, highlighting the crucial role of understanding and laughter

within family life.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

Chapter 7 Summary

In this chapter, our protagonist finds themselves aboard a stalled subway

train, using the time to introspect about their life choices and education.

They notice a diligent Asian girl studiously organizing her textbook, which

ignites a wave of anxiety regarding the pressures of college and societal

expectations. The protagonist is acutely aware of the weight of their recent

acceptance into NYU—a prestigious institution known for its high tuition

fees and immense aspirations.

While ruminating on their self-doubts, they draw a comical yet

uncomfortable analogy between teenage college decision-making and giving

a child the keys to a powerful car, reflecting on just how daunting and

absurd it feels to let young individuals dictate their futures. These thoughts

intertwine with their uneasy relationship with their mother, a Korean doctor

whose relentless expectations often leave our protagonist feeling like

nothing they achieve is sufficient.

After facing rejection from their mother for financial support due to the lack

of scholarships, the protagonist reluctantly turns to their father, who agrees

to assist them with student loans. This decision highlights a youthful naivety
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regarding finances, as they grapple with the reality that credit cards and

loans are not free money, leading to a rising anxiety about financial

independence and the fear of potentially dropping out of NYU.

Amidst this turmoil, the home life is illuminated by tender moments spent

cooking and sharing meals with friends, adding warmth to their otherwise

chaotic feelings. A pivotal moment arises when they learn that Tice, a close

friend, has secured a role in the controversial show *The Agents*, which has

sparked debates over racial stereotypes in the entertainment industry. While

our protagonist feels genuine happiness for Tice, they also grapple with

internal conflict about representation and authenticity, particularly since

Tice's character is racially stereotypical.

This narrative thread unravels deeper discussions about racial identity and

cultural appropriation among friends. Our protagonist finds themselves in a

complex emotional landscape, torn between pride in Tice’s success and

discomfort over perpetuating stereotypes. This struggle prompts them to

reflect on their own mixed heritage and the nuances of their feelings

regarding identity and offense.

By the chapter's conclusion, amidst the comforting steam of a warm shower,

they seek to wash away their unease and reconcile their conflicting feelings

about belonging and the legitimacy of their indignation. They ponder the

complexities of their identity in a world fraught with intricate racial
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dynamics and the question of whether they truly belong to the cultures they

represent.
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Chapter 8: 

In Chapter 8 of "Permanent Record," we accompany Pablo and his brother

 Rain on a train journey to visit their father, a man whose affectionate

demeanor contrasts sharply with that of their more distant mother. This trip

is particularly poignant, as the brothers have not seen their dad in some time.

Rain, recently suspended from school, voices his frustrations about the

situation, revealing that the excitement of a break from school isn't living up

to his expectations.

Upon reaching their father's apartment, they are welcomed with a quirky

meal of grilled cheese sandwiches accompanied by murabba (a type of fruit

preserve) and pickled mango. This dish highlights their father's creative

culinary flair, evident in his embrace of eclectic food choices. The dinner

quickly turns competitive when Rain shares his thrilling news of acceptance

into LaGuardia High School for vocal performance, a prestigious institution

for the arts. Pablo, meanwhile, wrestles with his feelings of inadequacy and

jealousy, feeling overshadowed by his brother's achievements.

As family conversations unfold around the table, their father's enthusiasm

for sharing his latest play adds a layer of embarrassment for Pablo, who is

hesitant to delve into his father's artistic world. This setting captures the

complexities of their family dynamics—marked by affection and

competition—as well as Pablo's inner turmoil regarding his self-worth.
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The narrative takes a humorous turn when the trio inadvertently crashes a

wedding on their way home. While their father's carefree spirit embraces the

ridiculousness of the moment, Pablo's anxiety about the mix-up is palpable.

Yet amidst the initial awkwardness, they find joy in the wedding desserts

and engage in lighthearted conversations, illustrating the bonds of family

and shared experiences.

As the chapter wraps up, Pablo returns home with a jumble of emotions. His

reflections on loneliness and his feelings for a girl linger in his mind,

amplifying the pressures of expectations he incurs both from family and

himself. Just as he absorbs the reality of his chaotic home life, a text from

Alice, a girl he’s interested in, offers a glimmer of hope and potential

change, marking a new chapter in his personal development.

Overall, this chapter poignantly explores themes of family, individuality,

and the relentless journey through self-doubt and aspiration, while cleverly

weaving humor and relatability throughout the narrative.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

Chapter 9 Summary

In this chapter, we witness a casual yet intimate morning between Alice and

the narrator, set against the vibrant backdrop of New York City. Alice, who

has a playful but firm demeanor, stresses the importance of cleanliness by

urging the narrator to shower, highlighting her concerns about subway

germs. This lighthearted exchange contrasts sharply with the underlying

tension in their conversation, revealing Alice's complex personality; she is

both fresh-faced and committed to her demanding job in the fast-paced

world of media.

As they chat, Alice's critique of a trendy perfume advertisement featuring

Leanna Smart—a rising young influencer—serves as a springboard for

discussions about work-related stress and the pervasive influence of

celebrity culture. While Alice shares her arduous journey to achieve her

current position, emphasizing hard work and dedication, the narrator

grapples with uncertainty about their future, feeling overshadowed by

Alice’s ambition.

Stepping outside into the bustling streets of New York, the narrator becomes

engulfed in the chaotic energy surrounding Leanna Smart's brand launch.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


They observe a throng of excited fans eager to catch a glimpse of the

influencer, illustrating the profound impact of celebrity culture on

contemporary society. A sudden near-miss with a taxi jolts the narrator into

a moment of reflection, conjuring memories of their father and reinforcing

fears of unfulfilled potential.

In a wave of excitement and uncertainty, the narrator turns to social media

and sees Leanna's promotional posts. The thrill of being on the fringes of

such a prominent moment sparks a whirlwind of questions about identity

and ambition, leaving the narrator feeling both exhilarated and confused.

Overall, this chapter delves into themes of youth, ambition, and the alluring

nature of fame, capturing the complexities of personal relationships and the

journey of self-discovery amidst a dynamic urban landscape.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

In Chapter 10 of "Permanent Record," the narrator, Pablo, is navigating the

 complexities of his growing infatuation with Leanna Smart, a pop star

whose glamorous life starkly contrasts with his own quiet existence. After

obsessively following her on social media, Pablo unexpectedly encounters

Leanna at a deli, where their meeting feels surreal—a blend of humor and

palpable chemistry. 

Leanna greets him with an approachable demeanor, leading to a playful

exchange of banter that highlights their differences: her immense celebrity

charisma versus his introverted shyness. During their time together, she

shares endearing and comedic stories about her childhood

misunderstandings and candid reflections on the pressures of fame, revealing

a side of her that contradicts the polished image presented to the public.

Their connection deepens as they move to a nearby bagel shop, where the

light-hearted dialogue continues. Leanna expresses her discontent with her

career, feeling more like a product of the music industry than a genuine

artist, especially as she doesn't write her own songs. This vulnerability

resonates with Pablo, who also struggles with authenticity, often fabricating

aspects of his life to fit in and cope with his insecurities.

This chapter is pivotal for character development, delving into themes of
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identity, self-worth, and the dichotomy between public personas and private

realities. Through their interactions, Pablo and Leanna begin to explore a

budding relationship, both seeking to reconcile their true selves with the

expectations imposed by their respective worlds. This encounter marks a

significant turning point, offering the possibility of renewal as they navigate

the fragile dynamics of their emergent connection.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

In Chapter 11 of "Permanent Record," we explore a significant interaction

 between the protagonist and Lee, who harbors dreams of attending

Berkeley. Their playful banter over a cookie—discovered to be more sponge

cake than cookie—captures not only their connection but also the whimsical

essence of New York City. 

During an engaging game of rock, paper, scissors, Lee surprises the

protagonist with a probing question about his relationship with his parents.

This bold inquiry reflects the depth of their conversation and further

strengthens their bond. The moment culminates in an awkward yet

exhilarating exchange where the protagonist musters the courage to ask Lee

out on a date, marking a pivotal point in their budding romance. Undefined

yet thrilling, this moment encapsulates the electric feeling of young love.

As the protagonist prepares for their outing, he is engulfed by a storm of

anxious thoughts regarding his job and passport, humorously showcasing the

tendency of youth to overthink. His nerves intensify when he discovers they

will be flying on a private jet; the allure of grandeur clashes with his feelings

of apprehension about the adventure awaiting him.

On their journey to the airport, he meets Jess, Lee's chief of staff. Jess

exudes a blend of sophistication and warmth, further highlighting the stark
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contrast between the protagonist's everyday life and the glamorous world he

is stepping into with Lee. Their interactions hint at the complexities of

navigating new relationships, embodying the winds of change in his life.

The chapter concludes with a sense of anticipation as Jess announces Lee's

arrival, setting the stage for the exciting escapades that lie ahead. Key

themes include the intricacies of young relationships, the awkwardness of

first dates, and the juxtaposition between everyday realities and high-stakes

experiences, all enriched by the vibrant backdrop of New York City.
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Chapter 12: 

In Chapter 12 of "Permanent Record," we witness a rather awkward yet

 pivotal moment for Pablo as he steps into the world of celebrity when he

meets Lee and her entourage at a private jet. The chapter begins on a high

note with Lee welcoming Pablo with infectious enthusiasm, highlighting the

hopeful and charming dynamics of their growing relationship. However, the

mood quickly shifts when Lee's flamboyant manager, Luca Loops, is

introduced. His exaggerated demeanor leaves Pablo feeling out of place and

sets the tone for the complexities of the celebrity lifestyle.

As they board the small jet, Pablo grapples with his anxiety about flying and

reflects on the surreal nature of this experience. Inside, the atmosphere

lightens when Lee plays her song “Insecurity.” Although she initially

appears hesitant to share her work, she reveals a flirtatious and playful side,

teasing Pablo about his reactions to her music, which serves to deepen their

bond.

Yet, amidst the lunch filled with laughter, the weight of an overwhelming

Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) looms over Pablo. This document, filled

with strict clauses that prohibit him from discussing anything related to Lee

or their relationship, transforms his initial excitement into frustration. It

starkly illustrates the burdens of secrecy and the legal constraints that often

accompany a relationship with someone in the public eye.
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Lee recognizes the NDA's importance but fails to fully comprehend Pablo's

discomfort with the implications it carries. Despite his feelings of

disheartenment, Pablo reluctantly signs the agreement, encapsulating the

struggle of navigating a world where personal connections are often

overshadowed by the demands of celebrity culture.

This chapter deftly explores themes of fame, vulnerability, and the intricate

balance of intimacy and secrecy in modern relationships, particularly those

intertwined with the perpetual gaze of public scrutiny. Through engaging

dialogue and evocative imagery, it captures the delicate dance of genuine

affection set against the backdrop of commercialism and celebrity life.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

Chapter 13 Summary

In this pivotal chapter of "Permanent Record," the narrator and Lee arrive in

Los Angeles, greeted by the city’s vibrant scenery that evokes a sense of

surrealism and possibility. As they navigate the bustling streets towards a

lavish hotel—far grander than their usual lodgings—they are filled with a

nervous excitement, their mutual attraction palpable in the air.

Upon entering the luxurious hotel suite, a moment of tender awkwardness

occurs as they embrace, underscoring the emotional stakes of their budding

relationship. The narrator contemplates kissing Lee but hesitates, resulting in

an amusing mishap where they inadvertently bump heads during their

awkward attempt. This moment not only adds levity to their chemistry but

also deepens their connection as they begin to openly acknowledge their

feelings for one another.

Inside the suite, the narrator marvels at the opulence around them, which

serves as a metaphor for the transformative journey they are on together.

Their playful banter reveals personal quirks and shared experiences, ranging

from quirky water preferences to the challenges of life on the road, further

solidifying their bond. 
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As they settle in for a cozy movie night, the atmosphere shifts towards

intimacy—a welcome respite from their fast-paced lives. This moment of

refuge signifies a turning point in their relationship, suggesting a desire to

explore deeper connections while acknowledging the uncertainties that lie

ahead.

The chapter concludes with a sense of anticipation for their future, capturing

the exhilarating blend of excitement and vulnerability that accompanies a

blossoming romance. Themes of intimacy, connection, and the complexities

of personal history resonate throughout, setting the stage for the evolution of

their relationship.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 14 Summary: 

In Chapter 14, the narrative transitions to a warm and intimate setting as the

 narrator cozies up with Leanna on the couch, sharing fries and enjoying

each other's company. This physical closeness contrasts significantly with

the earlier tensions of the day, bringing a sense of comfort and calm. As they

watch a poignant werewolf movie, themes of belonging and acceptance

resonate deeply with the narrator, mirroring their own feelings for Leanna.

When Leanna stirs awake, their playful exchange about her snoring naturally

evolves into a deeper conversation about their respective backgrounds.

Leanna recounts her travels, revealing her unique perspective on modern

social interactions, often highlighting how the obsession with selfies and

social media can overshadow genuine experiences. This prompts the narrator

to reflect on the beauty that people frequently overlook in their pursuit of

online validation.

As they delve into their family histories, emotions run deep. Leanna

candidly shares her feelings regarding her parents and the impact they have

on her perception of relationships. She expresses a profound sense of

loneliness rooted in feeling unsupported, acknowledging that her parents

might not be able to offer the emotional care she craves.

Their conversation underscores Leanna’s longing for authenticity in her life,
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away from the constraints of fame and societal expectations. This shared

desire for genuine connections enhances their bond and highlights a mutual

yearning for real experiences in a world fixated on appearances and

performance.

The chapter concludes with Leanna's cheerful suggestion to head to the pool,

balancing their emotional discovery with a touch of spontaneity. This blend

of serious discussion and light-hearted moments beautifully encapsulates

their growing intimacy and understanding, weaving together the tension

between vulnerability and playfulness.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 

Chapter 15 Summary

In this pivotal chapter, we witness a deepening bond between the protagonist

and Lee, who has emerged as a significant character in his life. The setting

by the pool serves as a backdrop for their burgeoning relationship, where

intimacy flourishes amidst moments of playful banter. Lee's relaxed yet shy

demeanor evokes a mix of anxiety and excitement in the protagonist,

highlighting his growing affection for her beyond her celebrity status. 

Their interaction is charged with flirtation as they exchange light-hearted

jests about their abilities, bridging the gap between their public personas and

their personal selves. The chemistry culminates in a kiss, a significant

milestone in their connection, yet Lee’s sudden pullback reveals her

vulnerability and the weight of her fame. 

In a candid moment, Lee confides in the protagonist about her struggles with

privacy and her apprehensions regarding tabloid culture, revealing a stark

contrast between her glamorous public image and her internal insecurities.

This exchange emphasizes the chapter’s themes of trust and the challenges

posed by media scrutiny. The protagonist's reassuring words showcase his

commitment to supporting her as they navigate the complexities of their
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relationship.

The chapter takes a humorous turn when Lee reveals her breast implants, a

candid admission that underscores the unique challenges of celebrity life.

This moment blends excitement with uncertainty, illuminating the realities

that come alongside fame.

Ultimately, this chapter delves into the intricacies of intimacy and

understanding, underscoring the importance of trust as the protagonist and

Lee prepare to face external pressures together. The light-hearted yet

profound exploration of their relationship against the backdrop of fame adds

depth and relatability to their story.
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Chapter 16: 

Chapter 16 Summary

In this captivating chapter, the protagonist and his love interest, Lee, share a

morning in Los Angeles that highlights the contrasting nature of their lives.

Lee embodies the allure of glamor, waking up in a lavish setting, while the

protagonist grapples with feelings of self-doubt regarding his humble

aspirations and the possibility of a future with her.

As they enjoy coffee together, an intimate and playful bond develops. Lee’s

vibrant personality shines throughout their interactions as she busily

manages calls and prepares for her day, providing insight into her bustling

music career. The chemistry between them is palpable, and the protagonist

finds himself enchanted, pondering the idea of an unconventional life

together.

Their day takes a spontaneous turn as they venture into the city for tacos.

Lee showcases her street smarts and connections by introducing the

protagonist to her favorite taco spot and a friend, Hector. Their shared meal

is filled with laughter and joy, set against the backdrop of a sun-drenched

Los Angeles.
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Feeling adventurous, Lee proposes a visit to her grandmother, or abuela,

which the protagonist eagerly anticipates, despite his nervousness. As they

drive through the eclectic landscape of LA, the protagonist’s excitement is

tinged with uncertainty about where their relationship might lead.

Arriving at the assisted living facility where Lee’s abuela resides, the

atmosphere is warm and welcoming, filled with vibrant decorations that

reflect a caring community. Lee's grandmother, a spirited and lively figure,

greets them with affection. However, a humorous cultural barrier emerges

when Lee’s abuela converses swiftly in Spanish, leaving the protagonist to

grasp only snippets, adding layers of camaraderie and tension to the

interaction.

This chapter artfully weaves themes of love, cultural diversity, and the

juxtaposition of glamor and reality. As the protagonist's admiration for Lee

deepens, he becomes increasingly aware of his feelings of inadequacy,

foreshadowing the complexities that will arise in their relationship. The

collision of their distinct worlds fosters genuine connections, encapsulating

the chapter's essence of love blossoming amid differences.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

Chapter 17 Summary

Chapter 17 opens with a warm and inviting domestic scene where Pablo, the

narrator, finds himself welcome at Lee's home. The atmosphere is lively and

full of love as they gather around a small, improvised dining table, enjoying

a variety of comforting, home-cooked dishes typical of family gatherings.

Through a joyful exchange of laughter and banter, Lee's vibrant personality

shines as she engages with her grandmother, effortlessly translating for

Pablo and transforming the meal into a delightful, communal experience.

As they share these traditional dishes, Pablo is enveloped in nostalgia,

reminiscent of his own family dynamics, and he experiences a deep sense of

belonging that has eluded him for some time. Lee's affection for her

grandmother is palpable, making their shared moment all the more poignant.

Following the meal, the trio relocates to the living room, where they explore

a cherished red leather-bound photo album filled with snapshots of Lee’s

childhood. This visual journey highlights both her relationship with her

mother and the broader narrative of her family's history.

However, the cozy atmosphere shifts abruptly when Pablo learns of a

blizzard in New York City. What begins as anxiety about his responsibilities
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back home turns bittersweet as Lee informs him that his flight has been

canceled, gifting them an unexpected additional day together. Their delight

in this sudden twist is palpable as they exclaim, “One more day!”—a

sentiment that underscores their growing bond.

As the chapter unfolds, the narrative examines the pressures Pablo faces

regarding a crucial meeting in New York that he risks missing. Meanwhile,

Lee’s professional commitments start to encroach upon their idyllic

experience, capturing the tension between their blossoming connection and

the demands of her work life. Phone calls and interruptions serve as

reminders of the chaos waiting outside their serene moment.

Chapter 17 skillfully navigates themes of connection, family, and the

unpredictability of life's plans, blending elements of nostalgia, humor, and

tension. It lays a foundation of hope and intimacy between Pablo and Lee,

leaving readers eager to see how they will address the challenges posed by

their separate worlds.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 

Chapter 18 Summary

Chapter 18 of "Permanent Record" centers on a chaotic yet transformative

day for Leanna Smart and her friend Pab, as they embark on an adventurous

attempt to learn how to ride a bike. Pab, brimming with enthusiasm, outlines

an elaborate plan for the day, but reality soon rewrites those expectations.

Lee, clad in protective gear, starts off eager, yet the challenge of balancing

�a�n�d� �r�i�d�i�n�g� �q�u�i�c�k�l�y� �p�r�o�v�e�s� �m�o�r�e� �d�a�u�n�t�i�n�g� �t�h�a�n� �a�n�t�i�c�i�p�a�t�e�d � ��.

Their bike-riding escapade is fraught with struggles that mirror deeper

personal issues—Lee's reluctance to embrace new experiences clashes with

Pab's desire to forge lasting memories together. As Lee faces repeated

tumbles, the day begins to feel less like an adventure and more like a test of

patience and resilience. Pab's mounting desperation to ensure a successful

experience for Lee only adds pressure, as he envisions this simple activity as

�a� �d�e�f�i�n�i�n�g� �m�o�m�e�n�t� �i�n� �t�h�e�i�r� �f�r�i�e�n�d�s�h�i�p ��.

In an important turning point, Lee gently asserts her boundaries, expressing

her discomfort with being pushed too hard. This exchange leads Pab to

realize the weight of his expectations, resulting in a mutual decision to

abandon the biking endeavor for something more relaxed—grabbing food
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together. This moment of compromise reflects their developing

�u�n�d�e�r�s�t�a�n�d�i�n�g� �o�f� �e�a�c�h� �o�t�h�e�r ��.

The next scene shifts to the softer, more intimate setting of a hotel bathtub,

where the atmosphere invites vulnerability. Here, Lee shares a personal

revelation—removing her hair extensions to reveal her natural

appearance—and opens up about her journey toward independence,

symbolized by a tattoo on her arm. This conversation unveils her aspirations

of acting in an indie film, showcasing her desire for deeper fulfillment

beyond their current circumstances. For Pab, this revelation ignites a spark

of hope about their future, even as the uncertainty of their relationship

�p�e�r�s�i�s�t�s ��.

As they shower together, this intimate moment deepens their connection,

transcending mere friendship and hinting at unspoken feelings. The chapter

masterfully intertwines humor, vulnerability, and the bittersweet nature of

young love, highlighting the complexities of both characters as they navigate

their intertwined paths toward self-discovery and understanding.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

In Chapter 19 of "Permanent Record," the protagonist, Pablo, experiences a

 poignant farewell as he prepares to leave a space filled with cherished

memories of Lee, a significant figure in his life. The chapter begins with

Pablo bidding goodbye to Lee's room, a moment that encapsulates his

emotional attachment to her and the experiences they shared together. As he

joins Lee and her friends for dinner, the atmosphere is thick with sorrow;

their impending separation looms over the gathering. Lee’s evident sadness

culminates in a heartfelt hug that leaves Pablo feeling bittersweet and

longing for the connection they’ve forged.

The flight home amplifies Pablo's introspection. While seated in first class, a

privilege that contrasts sharply with the turmoil in his life, he reflects on the

weight of his recent experiences, the relationships he's developed, and his

self-worth. The excitement of the trip becomes overshadowed by doubts

about his suitability in these new social circles, highlighting his struggle

with self-identity and the pressures of fitting in.

Upon returning to work, Pablo is met with an unwelcome reality in the form

of a discussion with his boss, Mr. Kim. A call from his mother reveals that

Pablo is entangled in serious financial troubles, as a collections agency is

suing him for unpaid debts. This moment serves as a stark reminder of his

responsibilities and past mistakes, replacing the earlier joy of his trip with a
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heavy sense of shame and inadequacy. Mr. Kim’s concern for Pablo’s

situation emphasizes the burden that weighs heavily on him, leaving him

feeling paralyzed by the enormity of his circumstances.

Throughout the chapter, themes of connection, responsibility, and emotional

burden resonate deeply. The nurturing gestures of the Kim family,

particularly Mrs. Kim’s act of kindness in providing lunch, serve as a brief

escape from Pablo’s overwhelming worries, reflecting the importance of

such connections in his life. Ultimately, Chapter 19 encapsulates a young

man's struggle to navigate adulthood, balancing fleeting moments of joy

against the stark realities of responsibility and the complexity of human

relationships.
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Chapter 20: 

In Chapter 20, we continue to follow the tumultuous life of our protagonist

 as she transitions back to day shifts at her job after a lengthy period of

working nights. This change brings a new set of challenges, particularly the

demanding nature of daytime customers and the mounting pressure of bills

and financial obligations that weigh heavily on her mind.

Amid the hustle and bustle of ringing up customers, she encounters a variety

of characters such as a tattooed teenager and an expectant mother, whose

interactions elicit both amusement and deeper self-reflection. Her thoughts

frequently drift to her friend Lee, amplifying her anxiety as she anxiously

awaits a message from him, a feeling that makes her stomach churn with

unease. 

The contrast between her financial struggles and the success of others in her

social circle becomes apparent as she considers friends like Jessica, who has

successfully launched a cosmetics line and amassed a significant following

online. In the midst of her workday, she manages to text Lee, an act that

momentarily lifts her spirits. However, her excitement turns to overwhelm

when she sees the flood of notifications that follow an unexpected

interaction between Lee and the famous pop star Leanna Smart, dramatically

boosting Lee's online presence.
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This sudden surge in attention leaves the protagonist feeling a mixture of

pride for Lee and anxiety over what this new visibility means for her own

identity. The chapter captures her complex emotions as she grapples with the

implications of being linked to someone so prominent in the public eye,

realizing how it might complicate her already challenging life.

In a lighter moment, she considers her online image and the unflattering old

selfies cluttering her social media profile, humorously contemplating the

idea of untagging herself from certain pictures. The chapter culminates with

a playful interaction as she reaches out to Lee by sending a single corn

emoji, a symbol of her mixed feelings—both eager to connect and hesitant

about how their evolving friendship may impact her.

Overall, this chapter explores themes of financial insecurity, the nuances of

social media, and the challenges of young adulthood. It’s a relatable

narrative woven with humor and self-doubt, highlighting the protagonist's

quest for stability in a frenzied world.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 

Chapter 21 Summary

In this chapter, the protagonist finds himself engulfed in a whirlwind of

thoughts after sending a whimsical corn emoji to Leanna Smart, a renowned

celebrity with whom he has developed a significant crush. This playful

gesture leaves him anxious the following morning, plagued by indecision

over whether to call her or send an email. The pressures of celebrity culture

loom heavily on him, complicated further by his desire to keep his feelings

private from his roommates.

When Leanna finally initiates a call, the protagonist's emotions surge as he

connects with her genuine personality beyond her public façade. Their

conversation flows effortlessly, filled with light-hearted banter about the

weather and their daily lives, which deepens their budding connection.

Notably, Leanna opens up about feeling overwhelmed with work and

expresses regret for her previous behavior on social media, showcasing her

vulnerability. As they discuss their lives, she genuinely inquires about his

family and job at the store, indicating a mutual interest that fosters intimacy

between them.

The mood shifts as the protagonist attends a rehearsal for a play written by
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his father, feeling a mix of embarrassment and reluctance about the

environment. He observes a diverse group of actors braving the cold

rehearsal space, reflecting on his father's aspirations as a playwright. Unlike

him, his brother Rain appears supportive, engaged, and comfortable,

amplifying the protagonist’s feelings of disconnection as he cringes at the

awkwardness surrounding the scene unfolding before him.

Amidst the rehearsal, Leanna Smart’s music plays in the background,

prompting the protagonist to rethink her fame and the potential complexities

of dating someone in the public eye. This realization heightens his anxiety

regarding their relationship, making him acutely aware of the challenges that

come with emotional investment in a celebrity. Overall, the chapter explores

universal themes of youth, the uncertainties of romantic relationships, and

the stark contrast between public personas and private identities, particularly

in the context of navigating budding romance in an increasingly intricate

social landscape.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 

Chapter 22 Summary

In this chapter, the protagonist experiences a disconcerting dream in which

he mistakenly posts an unflattering selfie on Lee's Instagram, igniting a

wave of frustration and self-reflection. This dream amplifies his existing

anxieties about unresolved issues at home and uncertainties about his future.

As he navigates daily life, his routine becomes monotonous, filled with

work, sparse meals, and awkward interactions with friends, leaving him

feeling increasingly isolated.

An evening of watching his roommate Tice’s character perish in a TV show

triggers a mix of envy and resentment in the protagonist. Tice's apparent

success starkly contrasts with the protagonist's growing self-doubt and

unfulfilled dream of becoming an artist, especially as the deadline for

applying to summer classes at NYU approaches. The looming pressure

exacerbates his feelings of inadequacy.

Haunting memories of Earl Lamb, a friend who gained posthumous fame,

serve as a cautionary reminder of unexploited potential and deepen the

protagonist’s frustration over familial expectations. This is further

intensified by pressure from his own aspirations, along with concerns voiced
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by his parents regarding his seemingly aimless lifestyle.

A significant confrontation arises during a family dinner with his mother and

younger brother, Rain. The atmosphere is tense as his parents express their

worries and attempt to reconnect, ultimately addressing what they perceive

as his lack of direction. The protagonist feels defensive, especially towards

his father, whose absence throughout his life makes the lecture feel

insincere.

As the conversation unfolds, his mother’s probing reveals a deeper concern

for his mental health, suggesting he might be depressed—a label he

vehemently resists despite recognizing some truth in her observation. He

defends himself by insisting that he is merely going through a rough patch

and claims to have a plan, though uncertainty gnaws at him about whether

he can meet their expectations.

The chapter concludes on a note of ambivalence; while his family's

intentions are rooted in care and support, the protagonist remains entrenched

in self-doubt, grappling with a desire for clarity amidst the chaos of his life.

This internal struggle underscores central themes of identity, familial

pressure, and the quest for personal direction, reflecting the complexities of

navigating one’s aspirations and vulnerabilities.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 

In Chapter 23, the protagonist grapples with nostalgia and uncertainty about

 his future following his father's departure. As he seeks solace in the

familiarity of his childhood home, the tension arising from his parents'

worries weighs heavily on him. This environment sparks a longing for

connection with his friends, particularly as he questions how well they

understand him.

A pivotal moment unfolds when he breaks his usual communication rules to

call his girlfriend, Lee. Their conversation, initially light-hearted, reveals the

contrasting trajectories of their lives—Lee is thriving in her career, while he

feels stagnant and uncertain about his own direction. Lee's subtle hints about

her aspirations inadvertently press him to reflect on his own, yet he struggles

to be honest about his feelings, instead deflecting the conversation.

As they converse, the protagonist experiences a blend of admiration and

jealousy towards Lee, intensified when she jokingly mentions her

engagement to a man named Dyland. This moment reveals underlying

emotions, highlighting both the warmth and tension within their relationship.

Their playful banter masks deeper feelings, underscoring the complexity of

their bond.

The protagonist’s insecurities take center stage when he snoops through his
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mother’s meticulously organized files. This act reveals not only his feelings

of helplessness but also a desire to emulate her proactive nature, indicating

the impact of his mother’s constant worries on his own mental state.

A brief encounter with Tice, a friend who has embraced responsibility with a

steady job, further complicates the protagonist's self-perception. Tice's

accountability challenges him about his future, particularly his intentions to

return to NYU. This exchange intensifies the protagonist's feelings of

jealousy and anxiety, as it starkly contrasts with his own stagnation and

amplifies his fears of falling behind in life.

Overall, Chapter 23 delves into themes of nostalgia, self-discovery, and the

divergent paths of young adulthood. As the protagonist navigates these

complex relationships and emotions, moments of connection reveal the

deeper currents of inadequacy and yearning that permeate his journey.
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Chapter 24: 

Chapter 24 Summary

In this chapter, Pablo finds himself grappling with feelings of detachment as

he works at a health food store, where the monotony of his environment

exacerbates his sense of isolation. His relationship with Lee, his girlfriend, is

under strain—compounded by the fact that he hasn’t heard from her in a day.

Seeking solace, he stops by a bagel shop, where an unexpected encounter

with Luca, an old friend, leaves him unsettled. Luca reveals that he is

temporarily in the area and mentions that Lee is in Los Angeles, subtly

hinting at possible romantic entanglements involving her. This revelation

stirs a mix of unease in Pablo, especially when he notices that Luca has a

tattoo identical to one that Lee sports.

Determined to shake off his worries, Pablo coerces his roommates into a

night out. Yet, despite the lively atmosphere, he grapples with his winter

blues and an anxious yearning for closure regarding his feelings for Lee.

During the outing, he encounters Tabitha, who is intoxicated and flirtatious,

prompting nostalgic reflections on his past relationship with her older sister,

Heather. Although their interaction is playful, it only serves to deepen

Pablo’s emotional turmoil as he navigates his discontent within the chaotic

nightlife.
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Upon returning home, Pablo engages in his comforting late-night cooking

ritual known as "Hot Snack," a tradition that fosters camaraderie with his

friends. However, his mind is plagued by thoughts of Lee and Luca, leaving

him bewildered and questioning their connection. The chapter culminates

with Pablo texting Lee in a bid to restore some clarity amid the chaos of his

life, showcasing his ongoing struggle with themes of disconnection, longing,

and the complexities that underpin his relationships. This internal conflict

remains unresolved, highlighting his search for meaning in the shifting

dynamics around him.
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Chapter 25 Summary: 

In Chapter 25, the protagonist faces a challenging moment as he battles a

 debilitating cold, which intensifies his feelings of isolation and discomfort.

Struggling with physical pain, he intentionally avoids his mother, fearing her

disapproval regarding his uncertain future plans. At work, despite his

colleagues’ genuine concern for his health, he remains resolute in managing

his situation alone, reflecting the typical mindset of a young adult striving

for independence.

A visit to a walk-in clinic proves frustrating, characterized by extensive wait

times and disappointing news about his health, reinforcing his financial

constraints. The lack of any serious injury, coupled with the costs of seeking

care, highlights his precarious financial state as a young person without

familial support, navigating the complexities of adulthood.

Upon returning home, his friend Wyn offers much-needed care, introducing

a comforting herbal remedy that underscores the importance of friendship

and support networks during trying times. This interaction paints a vivid

picture of camaraderie, emphasizing the vital role of community when

individuals face their personal battles.

The chapter shifts focus to Lee, a friend of the protagonist who is grappling

with the pressures of newfound fame. As she navigates the public eye, Lee
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becomes the target of scrutiny and criticism, particularly from an online

group known as the "Dummees," which represents harmful societal attitudes

that undermine her identity and choices. 

Engaging with Lee’s online persona, the protagonist is faced with his own

feelings of shame and guilt as he becomes consumed by the toxic comments

directed at her. This self-reflection serves as a poignant reminder of the

damaging effects of social media on self-worth and mental health. The

chapter encapsulates the characters' internal struggles with personal identity,

societal expectations, and the harsh realities they face, all while maintaining

an engaging narrative that resonates with the reader.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 

In Chapter 26, the protagonist receives an unexpected call from Lee, who

 initially claims she is headed to Canada—the news momentarily veers the

protagonist’s focus from preparing a seemingly unwanted résumé, revealing

their ambivalence about future plans. Lee's spontaneity and her inquisitive

nature about travel reflect their vibrant friendship, as they explore the

complexities of life, distance, and the inevitable passage of time.

As the conversation continues, Lee admits she’s actually in Melbourne,

highlighting her adventurous spirit and chaotic lifestyle. Their playful banter

evokes nostalgia for a time when simple skills like memorizing phone

numbers were essential and information overload was not the norm. This

exchange reinforces the deep connection they share, despite the physical

distance between them.

However, the tone of the chapter takes a serious turn when Lee calls back,

distressed after a troubling encounter at a meet-and-greet event. She

describes how an overly touchy fan violated her personal space, and she

expresses disappointment in her boyfriend, Luca, for not offering support

during this unsettling experience. This incident deepens Lee's character,

illuminating her struggles with the pressures of fame and the emotional

turmoil that often accompanies it.
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During the meet-and-greet, Lee also interacted with a young girl named

Setsuko, whose poignant observation about Lee’s relationship with Luca

adds an unexpected layer to the narrative, reminding both characters—and

the readers—of the complexities inherent in adult relationships.

The chapter concludes on a note of hope as Lee shares her desire to visit

New York, underscoring the strong emotional bond she has with the

protagonist. Their mutual laughter serves as a comforting reminder of their

enduring friendship, despite the unfolding tensions related to their personal

lives. Through a blend of humor, vulnerability, and trauma, the chapter

encapsulates the joys and challenges of youth while navigating the

unpredictable terrain of life and love.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 

Chapter 27 Summary

In this chapter, the protagonist, Pablo, is filled with anticipation for the

arrival of Lee, who has just flown into town after a challenging journey. He

is eager to hear about her adventures, but as he works at the deli, a critical

crisis emerges: the back freezer malfunctions, putting their stock of valuable

vegan products and ice cream at risk. Despite his excitement to reconnect

with Lee, Pablo feels a deep loyalty to the Kims, the deli owners, and

decides to prioritize helping them manage the emergency.

As he navigates the chaos, Lee texts him, sharing her travel troubles and

hotel complications, which only heightens Pablo's anxiety about her journey.

When they eventually communicate more directly, he directs her to his

place, determined to tidy up and prepare for her visit. This proves difficult as

he juggles the madness of a busy morning at the deli along with the pressing

freezer situation.

Amidst this turmoil, Pablo receives a surprising call from his friend Tice,

who has his own ties to Lee's world. Tice is getting their apartment ready for

Lee’s arrival and stresses the importance of everything being

perfect—adding to the pressure already weighing on Pablo. Finally, his hard
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work bears fruit when Lee arrives at the deli, cleverly disguised in a wig and

sunglasses, setting the stage for a heartfelt reunion.

Their affectionate meeting marks a significant moment, but Pablo is quickly

reminded of his messy living situation. As they make their way to his

apartment, nerves resurface when they encounter his enthusiastic

roommates, all eager to meet Lee and her friend Jess.

This chapter encapsulates themes of loyalty, responsibility, and the

discomfort of balancing personal aspirations with real-life obligations. While

Lee embodies a carefree spirit, Pablo's anxiety reveals the contrast of their

worlds—the complexities of fame against the backdrop of a chaotic living

space. Through humor and camaraderie, the narrative celebrates how food,

friendship, and lively interactions can foster a sense of belonging, even amid

life's inherent messiness.
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Chapter 28: 

In Chapter 28, the unnamed main character navigates a complex mix of

 emotions as he spends meaningful time with Lee, a girl he is drawn to.

Their setting in his childhood bedroom evokes nostalgia, while the physical

closeness and playful banter between them ignite a spark of youthful

attraction. The light-hearted exchanges about the quirks of his room and

their lives gradually give way to a significant moment of intimacy

characterized by vulnerability and tenderness. 

This interaction marks a turning point in the protagonist's understanding of

love, feeling a depth of connection with Lee that is markedly different from

his past romantic encounters. This theme of genuine connection underscores

the often tumultuous experience of young love and the intricacies that come

with it.

As the chapter progresses, the mood shifts when he wakes up to find his

friends, Dara and Miggs, joking in the kitchen about Lee’s budding fame

and the influence she may have on him. Their playful discussion serves as a

stark contrast to the profound moments he shared with Lee, illustrating the

delicate balance between friendship and romantic relationships. However,

the light-hearted atmosphere quickly dissipates when he receives troubling

messages from his brother, Rain, raising concerns about family matters.
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The chapter culminates in a rush of urgency as the protagonist hurries to

check on his mother, compelled by Rain's alarming texts. This transition

from intimate experiences with Lee to the pressing issues of family

responsibilities encapsulates the challenges of growing up, where moments

of joy coexist alongside urgent familial duties. Through humor, romance,

and the weight of family concern, the narrative captures the essence of

adolescence, replete with its ups and downs.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 

In Chapter 29 of *Permanent Record*, the family environment becomes

 intensely charged as narrator Pablo discovers his mother in an emotional

upheaval after learning that his younger brother, Rain, has been

experimenting with marijuana. The chaos escalates as she frantically

searches through Rain's belongings and struggles with her feelings of

frustration, disappointment, and fear regarding her son's descent into risky

behavior. This moment reveals her vulnerability, contrasting her usual role

as the family's rock.

Pablo steps into the fray, aiming to soothe his distraught mother while

tackling Rain about his choices. The turning point occurs when their mother,

driven by the weight of her anxieties about Rain's future and societal

expectations, impulsively decides to send him to military school—a choice

that astonishes both boys. This drastic measure highlights the disconnection

within the family, underscoring the generational gaps and emotional tensions

that complicate their relationships.

Pablo staunchly opposes this decision, voicing his belief that such an

environment would fundamentally alter Rain for the worse. He advocates for

an approach to parenting rooted in understanding and the acknowledgment

that mistakes are an inevitable part of growth. In a heartfelt dialogue, Pablo

emphasizes the value of allowing children the space to learn from their
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errors rather than enforcing punishment steeped in fear and control.

As the chapter develops, deeper layers of the characters' motivations surface.

The mother’s fixation on success and fear of failure amplify pressure not

only on herself but also on her children. Pablo’s ongoing struggles at NYU,

where he feels like an impostor amidst his high-achieving classmates, echo

this theme. His experiences reflect the oppressive nature of parental

expectations and the self-doubt that often accompanies them.

Ultimately, this chapter explores poignant themes of familial love, the trials

of adolescence, and the intricate dynamics of parenting. It grapples with the

delicate balance between the desire to protect and guide children while

allowing them the freedom to navigate their own paths. The emotional clash

between instinctive parental care and the need for individual growth

resonates deeply, engaging readers as they witness the unfolding

complexities of the characters' lives.
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Chapter 30 Summary: 

### Summary of Chapter 30 of "Permanent Record"

In this pivotal chapter, Pablo hurries to Lee's hotel, a mix of excitement and

anxiety coursing through him. Lee, with her playful spirit, has booked two

hotel rooms—one under the whimsical alias “Eevee Blastoise”—setting a

light tone amidst the gravity of their reunion. Their warm embrace reaffirms

their connection, but Lee quickly reveals plans for a surprise outing tied to

her glamorous life in high fashion.

As they make their way through the bustling streets of Midtown in a

Chevrolet Suburban, their conversation dances between lighthearted banter

about emotional support animals and deeper themes of reliance, reflecting

the complexities of their relationship amidst the absurdities of celebrity

culture. Pablo, however, grapples with the logistical challenges that come

with being with someone as high-profile as Lee.

Their first stop is an upscale boutique, where Pablo meets Lee's security

team, Isaac and Big Huge. The luxury surrounding him amplifies his

insecurities as he steps into a world of designer brands. Encouraged by Lee

to try on clothes, he becomes captivated by a striking leather jacket, yet

hesitates, grappling with feelings of inadequacy and the stark contrast
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between their lives. The allure of status that such clothing offers becomes a

point of internal conflict for him.

The scenario shifts dramatically when they are suddenly besieged by

paparazzi outside the boutique. This chaotic encounter confronts Pablo with

the harsh realities of Lee's celebrity life and heightens the sense of urgency

in their relationship. In the car, tensions rise as they navigate the

complexities of their dynamics. Lee’s cool demeanor reflects her struggles

with navigating fame and genuine personal connections, leaving Pablo to

reconsider the sustainability of their relationship.

Amidst his doubts about their future, a moment of intimacy sparks a

transformative decision—Pablo agrees to accompany Lee to Seoul for work.

This commitment marks a critical turning point, as they board an

eighteen-hour flight to Asia through which Pablo reflects on the surreal

nature of their romance and his growing disconnection from family and

home.

Upon arrival in Seoul, the stark cultural differences momentarily shock

Pablo, but anticipation builds as they prepare to explore the city together.

The playful discussions about food and planned activities reveal their

chemistry and shared joy, suggesting that despite the challenges ahead, their

relationship is filled with promise and potential.
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### Key Events:

- Pablo shares a heartfelt moment with Lee in the car.

- They explore a high-end boutique where Pablo confronts his insecurities.

- They face an overwhelming experience with paparazzi that underscores the

challenges of Lee’s fame.

- Pablo makes a significant choice to join Lee in Seoul, altering their

relationship's trajectory.

- The chapter concludes with excitement for their upcoming adventures in

Seoul, emphasizing their bond.

### Character Developments:

- Pablo transitions from feeling insecure about their differences to embracing

a leap of faith by following Lee.

- Lee is depicted as a confident yet burdened celebrity, wrestling with the

complexities of fame and connection.

### Themes:

- The contrasts between social status and personal value.

- Navigating romantic relationships in the glare of the public eye.

- The balance of excitement and fear in personal growth and love.

This chapter captures the thrilling yet daunting essence of young love amidst

the glitzy spectacle of celebrity culture, illuminating both the highs of

connection and the lows of vulnerability.
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Chapter 31 Summary: 

Chapter 31 Summary

In this chapter, our protagonist, Pablo, wakes up disoriented in a hotel room

in Korea, grappling with a mix of confusion and hunger. He realizes he has

become disconnected from the experiences and relationships that once

anchored him, notably feeling the absence of Lee, his support system. This

unfamiliar setting amplifies his insecurities, and he finds himself yearning

not just for food but for deeper connections and a sense of belonging.

Compelled by his growing hunger, Pablo ventures out in search of

sustenance, which leads to a series of humorous yet frustrating

misadventures as he attempts to access funds and locate a convenience store.

His journey through the bustling streets of Korea symbolizes his broader

struggle with isolation and dislocation, highlighting how his dream of

returning home has evolved into a more complicated reality.

After a taxing day filled with challenges, Pablo returns to his hotel, feeling

more like an outsider than ever. A call from his father provides a brief

moment of comfort and grounding in the midst of his anxiety. However,

when he finally meets Lee face-to-face, the air is thick with tension. Their

conversation reveals underlying frustrations, misunderstandings, and the
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pressures they both carry—Lee's recent high-profile meeting in China

exacerbating Pablo's feelings of neglect.

The clash between Lee’s unapologetic ambition and Pablo’s insecurities

unfolds in a dialogue that confronts their expectations of each other, their

personal aspirations, and the reality of their evolving relationship. Through

this exchange, the chapter delves into themes of ambition, loneliness, and

the intricate dynamics of relationships in the face of personal and

professional struggles.

As both characters display vulnerability, it becomes evident that while they

are pursuing their individual goals, they are also yearning for mutual

understanding and support. The chapter culminates in a poignant moment

where Pablo, overwhelmed by his emotions, sits in tears. This unresolved

tension hints at the difficult path ahead as they navigate their intertwined

lives, suggesting that the challenges of connection and comprehension will

persist in their journey together.
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Chapter 32: 

In Chapter 32 of "Permanent Record," the protagonist grapples with intense

 feelings of isolation and shame stemming from a series of personal

setbacks, including missing an important application deadline for NYU. This

failure has compounded his sense of lost connections, especially with his

friend Lee, leading him to reflect on his loneliness amidst a backdrop of

self-recrimination about his future, characterized by a distinct lack of

direction and support.

Returning home, he feels a bittersweet mix of relief and defeat, deeply aware

that his life feels aimless without the companionship of Lee. Overwhelmed

by grief for what he has lost, he allows himself to cry uncontrollably,

confronting the emotional weight of his situation. 

His housemate Wyn plays a crucial role in pushing him toward

introspection, insisting he meet with Tice, a friend who has been moving on

with his life. Initially resistant, the protagonist eventually agrees, leading to

an emotionally charged dialogue with Tice. Tice, who has recently achieved

new successes in his acting career, highlights the protagonist's failure to

support him and addresses the toxic patterns in their friendship that have

hindered their growth. 

He shares a hopeful story about a former acquaintance who transformed his
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life by embracing a new passion—making cheese—encouraging the

protagonist to adopt a more constructive outlook and to take small,

manageable steps toward change rather than succumbing to a sense of

complete failure. 

Through their exchange, the protagonist begins to recognize his

shortcomings and expresses a desire for self-improvement, although he feels

overwhelmed and uncertain about how to proceed. Tice reassures him that

change is a gradual journey and emphasizes the importance of focusing on

doing the next right thing without being paralyzed by fear of the future.

As the chapter draws to a close, the protagonist retreats to his room, where

the weight of his emotions finally resolves into tears—this cathartic moment

underscores both his struggles and the glimmer of hope for transformation

amidst his turmoil. The chapter poignantly illustrates the complexities of

friendship, personal growth, and the difficult journey toward healing.
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Chapter 33 Summary: 
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Chapter 34 Summary: 

In Chapter 34, the stage is set for a significant event—Pablo's father's theater

 debut at the FiddleStick Playhouse. Alongside his friends Wyn and Tice,

Pablo is a bundle of nerves and excitement, grappling with not only the

anticipation of the performance but also the complex family dynamics that

lie beneath the surface. Tice arrives sharply dressed, a reflection of the

changes that have swept through their lives since they last gathered, and

Pablo is left pondering the void left by his roommate's recent move out.

As they make their approach to the theater, the vibrant spirit of spring in the

city mirrors Pablo's emotions, particularly his mixed feelings about

confronting his mother, whose presence looms as both a source of comfort

and a reminder of unresolved conflicts. The season's warmth symbolizes

Pablo's hope for a renewed connection with his family.

Upon reaching the theater, they encounter a mix of familiar faces, including

Wyn's cousin Ross and Cruzo, a figure from Pablo's past with whom he

shares a complicated relationship. Despite their history, Cruzo demonstrates

empathy, alluding to his own losses and underscoring the power of

friendship during challenging times.

When Pablo's father finally steps onto the stage, he is visibly nervous yet

hopeful as he introduces his play, "Winner, Winner." Initially apprehensive,
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Pablo unexpectedly finds himself captivated by the story, which is laced

with humor and poignant life lessons. This shift ignites within him a sense

of pride for his father's creativity, starkly contrasting his prior skepticism.

The culmination of the performance sees the audience erupt into applause

and rise for a standing ovation. In this moment, Pablo undergoes an

emotional awakening; he realizes how little he truly knows about his father's

life beyond their familial ties, deepening his appreciation for his father's

talent. The interactions that follow the show reveal surprising connections

with others, most notably Nil, a programming director who extends an offer

of help, hinting at new opportunities on the horizon.

Leaving the theater, Pablo gains a greater appreciation for his artistic friends

and the vibrant life that the city offers. Inspired, he resolves to take charge of

his future and confront his responsibilities, marking a significant turning

point in his journey toward adulthood and the re-establishment of crucial

relationships. This chapter encapsulates themes of growth, familial ties, and

the bittersweet essence of change, all set against the lively backdrop of

springtime in New York City.
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Chapter 35 Summary: 

In Chapter 35 of "Permanent Record," we delve into Pablo's life as he

 adjusts to his new role as a back waiter in a busy New York City restaurant.

The bustling environment is a stark contrast to his previous experiences,

filled with the pressures of demanding customers that heighten his job's

inherent stress. Amid this chaos, Pablo meets with his friend Nil over coffee

to discuss their aspirations and the challenges they face as young adults

seeking direction in their lives.

Later, Pablo visits his mother, who is immersed in a game of solitaire and

munching on his favorite childhood crackers—a familiar scene that evokes a

sense of nostalgia. However, their conversation soon takes a serious turn as

Pablo opens up about the financial burdens he's experiencing, including

being behind on credit card payments. Initially emotional and silent, his

mother ultimately reveals her willingness to help him settle his debts from

her own savings, highlighting her deep love and concern for her son.

As they navigate this sensitive discussion, the complexity of their

relationship comes to light. Pablo learns of college funds his mother had

intended for him, bringing forth her fears and regrets about their

communication and his educational path. This moment of vulnerability

creates a deeper understanding between them, bridging the gap in their

relationship that often struggles with unspoken emotions.
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Tender moments punctuate their conversation, notably when his mother

offers him a cracker, a simple yet profound gesture of care. They explore

potential plans for Pablo’s education, emphasizing her unwavering support

despite the financial hurdles they face together.

Additionally, Pablo receives an encouraging note from Mrs. Kim, his former

employer, who expresses her concern for his well-being and encloses a cash

gift. This act of kindness reinforces the theme of community support,

reminding Pablo that he is not alone in his struggles.

Overall, this chapter richly explores themes of familial love, financial

challenges, and the importance of support systems. Through Pablo's journey,

we witness the evolution of relationships and how love manifests through

communication and acts of caring, reflecting the broader experiences of

many young adults navigating the complexities of life today.
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Chapter 36: 

Chapter 36 Summary

In this vibrant chapter, the narrator joyfully explores the joys of working at a

restaurant, particularly savoring the creative atmosphere during family meal

times, which become a space for culinary innovation and comfort. The

protagonist, deeply passionate about food, begins sharing their unique and

whimsical snack combinations online, attracting a growing audience

enamored by their creativity.

Starting from nostalgic favorites like frittatas and affogatos, the protagonist

elevates classic instant noodles into colorful "Hot Snacks™," adorned with

inventive toppings. Their culinary adventures include imaginative dishes

such as bacon and egg sandwiches nestled in glazed honey buns and a

playful take on chilaquiles. The engaging content incites enthusiastic debates

among viewers, forging a vibrant community that shares an appreciation for

unconventional flavors.

A pivotal moment occurs when Jessica Longworthy, a notable culinary

influencer, encourages the protagonist to expand their reach on YouTube.

This encouragement proves fortuitous as a turkey jerky company soon

approaches them for recipe collaborations, hinting at exciting prospects for
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success in this newfound culinary journey.

However, amidst this creative endeavor, the narrative shifts as the

protagonist and their roommates engage in a serious discussion about

finances. They open up about the harsh reality of student debt, revealing that

the narrator carries an overwhelming burden of thirty-six thousand dollars.

This revelation creates a mix of camaraderie and shock among the

roommates as they share their financial struggles, further deepening their

bond.

Overall, this chapter intricately weaves themes of creativity, community, and

the heavy burden of financial hardship. It captures the protagonist's journey

in the culinary realm while portraying the complexities of adulthood. The

blend of humor and vulnerability allows the narrator to find solidarity and

support within their quirky living arrangement, highlighting the importance

of connection in times of challenge.
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Chapter 37 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 37

In Chapter 37 of "Permanent Record," the narrator embarks on a reflective

walk down Main Street in Flushing, Queens, alongside his father on a sunny

day. This stroll becomes an opportunity for the narrator to seek guidance

about life, prompting his dad to delve into a nostalgic recount of his

honeymoon in Korea, showcasing a photo that triggers cherished memories

for the narrator. The vibrant neighborhood, bustling with energy, serves as a

vivid backdrop, exemplifying the rich cultural diversity of Chinatown, which

stands in contrast to other parts of New York City.

Their dialogue touches on intimate family dynamics, particularly the

narrator's mother and shared childhood experiences, including piano lessons

and family outings, which frame their bond. The father's warmth and humor

shine as he passionately discusses his love for theater and playwriting,

encouraging his son to pursue creative interests without fear of judgment,

dismissing any concern that these aspirations might be “stupid.”

As they meander past lively sights, such as a fruit market, the father's

enthusiasm for food and life's pleasures becomes palpable. He shares his

profound philosophy centered around happiness, emphasizing the
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significance of savoring the journey of learning and creation over merely

focusing on outcomes. He expresses the belief that fulfillment comes not just

from achieving goals but from embracing the experiences along the way.

The chapter reaches an emotional peak when the father imparts wisdom

regarding longing, satisfaction, and the essence of art. This moment leaves

the narrator contemplating his own creative struggles with identity and

purpose, yet he walks away feeling bolstered by his father’s encouraging

words.

Overall, this chapter masterfully weaves themes of familial love, the creative

process, and the pursuit of joy in life's journey. Through a simple walk, deep

insights are exchanged, revealing generational wisdom and a heartfelt

connection between father and son.
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Chapter 38 Summary: 

Chapter 38 Summary: Gift and Reunion

In this chapter, Pablo navigates his demanding life, balancing school and

work when he receives a surprise delivery—a flat black box from Leanna, a

significant figure from his past. Accompanying the gift is a heartfelt note

that evokes memories of their shared history, and inside the box is a stylish

suit intended for an upcoming film premiere. This gesture stirs lingering

feelings in Pablo, who has been apart from Leanna for some time.

As the story unfolds, Pablo gathers with his friends on a rooftop, where they

celebrate Tice's recent casting in a children's show. Their playful banter

reflects the strong bonds of friendship they share, creating a moment of

levity amidst their busy lives. When Pablo mentions Leanna's film premiere

and the invitations he possesses, excitement fills the air, and the group

eagerly decides to attend the event together.

The night of the premiere is vibrant and filled with anticipation. Arriving at

the venue, they are enveloped in the glitz and glamour characteristic of

Hollywood events, marked by flashing cameras and a sense of belonging

that elevates their spirits. Pablo encounters Jess, who plays a pivotal role in

facilitating his reunion with Leanna.
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Backstage, Pablo's emotional reunion with Leanna is a prominent moment in

the chapter. She appears radiant and confident, pulling him into a warm

embrace that reignites their chemistry. Their playful exchanges bring back

fond memories, underscoring their mutual longing and the gaps left by their

time apart.

Yet, amid the emotional reunion, Pablo grapples with an internal conflict.

The allure of Leanna’s glamorous world contrasts sharply with his own

aspirations and responsibilities. Although there is a strong connection

simmering between them, he realizes the importance of staying grounded

and prioritizing his own path rather than getting swept away by nostalgia.

This chapter poignantly explores themes of nostalgia, friendship, and the

complexities of balancing personal goals with emotional attachments.

Pablo's struggle with his feelings for Leanna adds depth to the narrative,

leaving readers curious about how his journey will evolve as he navigates

these pivotal relationships.
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