
Praying For Your Elephant PDF (Limited
Copy)

Adam Stadtmiller

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Praying For Your Elephant Summary
Transform Your Prayer Life with Bold and Strategic Petitions.

Written by New York Central Park Page Turners Books Club

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


About the book

In *Praying For Your Elephant*, author Adam Stadtmiller presents an

innovative guide aimed at revitalizing the reader's prayer life by encouraging

a focused exploration of one’s most significant prayer requests, termed

"elephants." These elephants represent the bold and transformative desires

that, if realized, could lead to significant shifts in both personal

circumstances and global situations. 

The journey begins with the identification of these elephants, pushing

readers to reflect deeply on their aspirations and the heartfelt concerns they

have for themselves and others. Stadtmiller emphasizes the importance of

articulating these requests clearly, as doing so serves to deepen one’s

relationship with God and fosters a sense of intimacy in prayer. As

individuals learn to craft strategic, focused petitions, they discover that

prayer becomes not just a ritual, but a dynamic conversation with the divine,

filled with purpose and intention.

As the chapters progress, readers are guided through various techniques and

examples that illustrate how to elevate their prayers. Stadtmiller provides

practical steps to transform vague or routine requests into specific and

powerful appeals that resonate with their true spiritual desires. Through this

process, individuals unlock the potential for profound change not only in

their lives but also in the world around them.
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Ultimately, *Praying For Your Elephant* encourages a shift from passive

praying to an active, engaged dialogue with God, emphasizing that the act of

prayer can significantly influence both personal realities and broader societal

issues. Through this transformative approach, readers are inspired to

confront their elephants with courage and intention, paving the way for a

more impactful prayer life.
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About the author

In "Praying For Your Elephant," Adam Stadtmiller takes readers on a

journey of self-discovery and spiritual growth, weaving together humor and

wisdom to address life’s challenges. The book opens with the concept of

"the elephant" – a metaphor for the burdens and obstacles individuals carry

in their lives, often ignored or overlooked. This sets the stage for

Stadtmiller’s exploration of faith and personal purpose, encouraging readers

to confront their realities with honesty and courage.

As the chapters unfold, Stadtmiller shares personal anecdotes and relatable

stories that illustrate the importance of prayer and intention in navigating

life's difficulties. He emphasizes the transformative power of these practices,

suggesting that they can lead to profound shifts in perspective and a greater

understanding of one's purpose. Alongside this, he introduces key themes

such as vulnerability, resilience, and the significance of community support.

Stadtmiller also incorporates practical advice, guiding readers on how to

integrate these spiritual practices into everyday life. He invites them to

embrace their unique journeys, reminding them that acknowledging one’s

struggles is the first step toward meaningful change. Through this engaging

narrative, readers are not only entertained, but also inspired to reflect on

their own "elephants" and consider how they might harness the power of

prayer and intention to overcome them.
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Ultimately, "Praying For Your Elephant" serves as both a personal narrative

and a motivational guide, blending humor with heartfelt insights on

spirituality and personal growth. Stadtmiller’s ability to connect with readers

and encourage them to embark on their own transformative journeys makes

this work a compelling manifesto for anyone seeking to deepen their

spiritual connection and confront the challenges of life head-on.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Forty Days to Praying for Your
Elephant

Chapter Summary: FORTY DAYS TO PRAYING FOR YOUR

 ELEPHANTS

The concept of "praying for your elephants" is introduced as a

transformative journey over forty days, focusing on engaging deeply with

God through intentional and strategic prayer. This process emphasizes the

importance of creating a specific prayer list, which is more of a personal

reflection than a rigid formula. Below are the essential steps to guide you in

crafting an effective prayer list.

Creating Your Prayer List: A Step-by-Step Guide

1. Formulate Prayer Categories: Begin by identifying ten distinct areas

 of your life where you seek divine guidance or intervention. These can

include categories such as family, work, education, ministry, friendships,

finances, and personal aspirations. By establishing clear categories, you

create a foundation for focused prayer.

2. Daily Prayer Over Categories: Dedicate time each day to pray over
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 these categories. Aim to generate ten specific requests within each category

throughout the forty-day period. This method totals one hundred prayers,

allowing for a comprehensive exploration of your needs and desires.

3. Date Your Requests: Each time you add a prayer request, record the

 date. This practice not only helps in tracking the evolution of your prayers

but also instills a sense of accountability and commitment to the prayer

journey.

4. Reflect and Rewrite: A few days into the process, take time to revisit

 your requests. Spend time in reflection with God, which may provide

deeper insights. You might find that some requests need rewording or

re-framing to better align with your spiritual journey.

5. Add Specificity: As you progress, focus on refining each request with

 specific details. Avoid vague prayers that lack direction; specificity helps to

clarify your intentions and enhances your connection with God.

6. Record Answers: As prayers are answered, document the dates

 alongside the requests. This not only serves as a form of encouragement

during challenging times but also helps recognize and appreciate the ways

God is actively involved in your life.

In conclusion, the prayer process is meant to be a dynamic experience that
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fosters deeper spiritual growth and connection with God. By following these

steps diligently, individuals can cultivate a purposeful approach to their

prayer life and witness the transformative power of faith.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 1. Praying For Your Elephant

Chapter 2 Summary: Praying for Your Elephant

This chapter recounts the author’s transformative experiences as a youth

pastor in Newport Beach, California, highlighting key lessons learned about

prayer, faith, and God’s abundance through interactions with a volunteer

named Big Al. 

Introduction to Prayer with Big Al  

The journey begins with Early morning prayer sessions, which the author

initially views with skepticism. However, as the sessions progress, he starts

to appreciate the depth and value of communal prayer.

Discovering the Elephant  

A pivotal moment occurs during a lunch with Big Al when they stumble

upon a catalog featuring a live elephant available for hire for their youth

group activities. This whimsical notion sparks a profound discussion about

their faith and the possibilities of prayer, even in the absence of financial

resources. They come to a shared conviction that their 'big God' is capable of

fulfilling their seemingly extravagant requests.
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The Tension of Praying for Elephants  

The author grapples with the conflict between praying for grandiose items

like an elephant and addressing more pressing societal needs. He reflects on

how prayer can encompass all concerns, advocating for a bold approach to

connect with God and to trust His capacity to handle both grand desires and

urgent crises.

Expanding Prayer Lives  

Encouraging readers to assess their prayer lives, the author challenges them

to identify self-imposed limitations, often driven by guilt or fear. By

broadening their understanding of what can be included in their prayers,

individuals can enrich their spiritual experiences.

The Devil's Influence on Prayer  

The significance of prayer as a spiritual weapon is emphasized. The author

argues that prayer serves as a powerful tool against evil forces, stating, "a

prayer not prayed has no chance of being answered," thus urging believers to

actively engage in this divine dialogue.

The Relational Nature of Asking Prayers  
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Prayer is framed not just as a request for favors but as a means to foster

deeper intimacy with God. The author points to Jesus' teachings on prayer in

the Gospel of Matthew, which illustrates the importance of approaching God

as a child seeks guidance from a loving father.

Challenge to Practice Asking Prayer  

He introduces a congregational challenge where participants were urged to

list one hundred specific prayer requests. This exercise not only highlighted

the profound impact of bold prayers but also sparked testimonies of

answered petitions, demonstrating God’s responsiveness.

Spirit of Specificity in Prayer  

The need for specificity in prayer requests is emphasized. The author

contrasts vague prayers with focused, detailed petitions, arguing that the

latter enhances the quality of requests and might lead to more definitive

answers from God.

Personal Testimony of Answered Prayer  

Sharing his own experience, the author discusses how maintaining prayer

lists—documenting both requests and divine responses—reaffirmed his
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faith. This practice solidified his belief in God’s attentiveness and love, as he

witnessed numerous prayers being answered across different facets of his

life.

The Significance of the Elephant Encounter  

A dramatic turning point occurs four years later during a mission trip to

Thailand when the author encounters a real elephant. This surreal experience

serves as a tangible representation of their earlier whimsical prayer,

reinforcing the theme of God’s faithfulness and extravagant love.

Identifying Your Elephant  

The chapter concludes by encouraging readers to identify their own

'elephants'—those bold, audacious requests that could profoundly alter their

lives. The author asserts that praying for these elephants should not only be

an exercise in faith but also a pathway to deep encounters with God's

character, illustrating His ability to exceed expectations and encourage

boldness in prayer.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 2. I Dare You

Chapter 2: I Dare You

Introduction to Risk in Prayer  

In this chapter, the author shares the challenge posed by a friend regarding

the inherent risks involved in asking boldly in prayer. Acknowledging his

own reservations about how such inquiries might be perceived, the author

feels a profound sense of urgency to discuss the transformative power of

audacious prayer as a core aspect of spiritual life.

Jesus and Audacious Asking  

The narrative highlights the example of Jesus, who persistently challenged

societal conventions and norms. Despite facing frequent misunderstandings,

He encouraged His followers to engage in radical prayer. Scriptural

references illustrate how Jesus exemplified bold asking, motivating believers

to seek deeper connections with God through fearless requests.

The Challenge of Reckless Asking  

The author addresses the common reluctance individuals face when it comes
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to making bold requests in prayer, often rooted in guilt. Through personal

anecdotes, he exemplifies how feelings of guilt can suppress genuine

expressions of desire. The author advocates that pursuing extravagant

requests in prayer is not only valid but encouraged in spiritual practice.

Removing Guilt from Prayer  

Emphasizing the freedom believers have through Jesus' work, the author

argues for the elimination of guilt from one's prayer life. He shares instances

where guilt has prevented effective communication with God, reinforcing

the idea that condemnation should not dictate the nature of one's prayers.

Elijah, Joshua, and Human Willingness  

Biblical figures such as Elijah and Joshua serve as potent examples of

individuals who engaged in extraordinary prayer. Their stories highlight that

a willingness to make bold requests is more significant than the specific

outcomes of those prayers, encouraging readers to trust in the act of asking

itself.

Overcoming Fear and Doubt in Prayer  

The chapter explores the essential need to overcome personal barriers—fear

and doubt—that may hinder prayer. The author urges readers to broaden
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their requests to encompass both minor and major needs, emphasizing the

importance of trusting in God's capabilities, which extend beyond human

understanding.

Theological Barriers to Prayer  

The author confronts various theological objections that limit certain

prayers. He encourages readers to maintain an open heart, asserting that

bringing bold requests to God aligns with foundational biblical principles of

faith.

Expanding Prayer Horizons  

Through personal anecdotes, the author illustrates the importance of praying

for seemingly trivial matters, such as a broken motorcycle, to challenge

one’s feelings of embarrassment or self-doubt. He underscores that taking

risks in prayer can lead to unexpected and profound encounters with God.

Jesus’ Call to Ask Boldly  

In closing, the author encourages readers to dare to ask—not only for their

immediate desires but also for what may initially seem undesirable. This

captures the essence of authentic prayer: the courage to seek God's will

alongside personal aspirations.
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Final Challenge  

The author issues a bold invitation to readers: to embrace Jesus' teaching by

praying broadly and fearlessly. This daring approach opens the door for

divine intervention in both monumental and everyday aspects of life,

fostering a more profound relationship with God through audacious asking.
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Chapter 4: 3. Identifying Your Elephants

Chapter 4: Identifying Your Elephants

In this chapter, the author delves into the complexities of prayer, urging

believers to seek clarity and intentionality in their spiritual communication.

Many struggle with vague, unfocused prayers, which can lead to a

diminished understanding of God's presence and actions—illustrated by an

anecdote involving Wes, an Alaskan friend who exemplifies how

unstructured prayer can disrupt one's spiritual rhythm.

The author suggests that rather than seeking straightforward answers,

believers should aim to receive God's multifaceted responses, which often

provide deeper emotional and spiritual insights. This perspective reframes

prayer not merely as a request for solutions but as a means to engage with

God's broader, often surprising plans. Just as a well-prepared meal may

exceed initial expectations, so too can God’s responses enrich our lives in

unexpected ways.

Recognizing the importance of structure in prayer, the author posits that a

disciplined approach fosters spiritual growth. The risks of "free-running"

prayers—those that lack focus and form—are highlighted, as they may result

in missed opportunities for cultivating spiritual discipline. To exemplify
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effective prayer practices, the story of Pastor Orville is introduced. He

demonstrates the value of meticulously documenting prayer requests and

reflecting on the outcomes, providing a practical model for readers aiming to

commit to a more specific and intentional prayer life.

The chapter also addresses a pivotal concept from James 4:2, which posits

that unasked blessings remain unclaimed. Through the parable of unclaimed

treasures, the author emphasizes the need for intentionality in prayer to

uncover the abundance God wishes to give. Moreover, the use of Spirit-led

imagination in prayer is encouraged, allowing believers to conceive visions

of futures that transcend their current realities, aligning their desires with

God's grander purpose.

Clarifying the book's intention, the author asserts that it serves as a practical

guide, prompting active engagement in prayer rather than passive reading.

To encourage this, readers are invited to compile a list of significant prayer

requests—referred to as "elephants"—to foster a proactive approach to their

spiritual journeys, transforming passive observation into active participation.

In conclusion, the chapter advocates for an approach to prayer that embraces

structure, imagination, and earnestness, encouraging readers to trust in

God’s willingness to respond with blessings that surpass their current

comprehension. This transformative process invites believers to actively

seek and identify their "elephants," ultimately enriching their spiritual lives.
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Chapter 5 Summary: SECTION II: HOW TO
CAPTURE AN ELEPHANT

### How to Capture an Elephant

Introduction to the Journey  

Jana's inspiring journey begins with a symbolic paperweight in the shape of

an elephant, a gift from her time in Kenya. This memento represents her

lifelong passion for missionary work, ignited during her childhood when

missionaries visited her church. Their powerful stories fueled her dream of

becoming a teacher at a missionary school, guiding her towards a purpose

greater than herself.

The Call to Missions  

Years passed, filled with anticipation and longing, until a pivotal moment

arrived. While attending a missions meeting, Jana felt a deep and immediate

calling towards Kenya. This moment reignited her dreams as she began to

fervently pray for her "elephant," a metaphor for her mission and purpose in

life. Her prayers became a heartfelt plea for guidance and direction as she

sought clarity on her unique path.
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Facing Obstacles  

However, Jana's journey was not without challenges. Financial constraints

loomed large, particularly as she was currently on unpaid leave and her

husband expressed doubt about the investment in her dream. His concerns

highlighted the practical realities that often accompany passionate ambitions,

yet Jana's resolve only strengthened as she confronted these barriers.

Commitment to Prayer  

In the midst of these uncertainties, Jana turned to her faith, committing to

daily prayers. She made a profound request to God: either diminish her

desire to go to Kenya if it wasn’t meant to be, or provide a way for her

vision to materialize. This period of unwavering faith showcased her

determination and deep-rooted belief in the importance of her mission.

Divine Provision  

After twelve days of sincere prayer, a miraculous event occurred. Jana

received an unexpected call from her district office regarding a paycheck she

hadn't anticipated. The amount? An astonishing $3,137—exactly what she

needed for her trip to Kenya. This financial provision reinforced her belief in

divine intervention and the power of persistence in the face of doubt.
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Conclusion  

Nearly forty years after her initial inspiration, Jana’s dream manifested into

reality, reaffirming her faith in prayer and divine timing. In an act of

gratitude and commitment to her mission, she vowed to purchase an

elephant for Pastor Adam during her time in Kenya, embodying her desire to

give back and support the community that had captured her heart. Through

her journey, Jana illustrates the profound impact of faith, determination, and

the willingness to follow one’s calling.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 6 Summary: 4. Lost In Space

### CHAPTER 6: LOST IN SPACE

PREPARING TO LAUNCH  

In this chapter, the author likens prayer to a launchpad that propels

individuals into a deeper, eternal reality. This metaphor underscores the

foundational role of prayer in spiritual life. However, many find themselves

disoriented during their initial attempts at prayer, easily distracted by

everyday worries and tasks despite earnest intentions and desires to engage

more deeply with God.

EXPERTS IN PRAYER  

The aspiration to be an expert in prayer is a prevalent sentiment among

believers, but the author dispels the myth of prayer expertise. True strength

in prayer emerges from humility and a recognition of one’s limitations. Even

the most devoted individuals face challenges in this discipline. The

teachings of Dr. Paul Orajala and the Apostle Paul further illuminate that

genuine prayer springs from a state of reliance on God, reinforcing that

prayer is about connection rather than mastery.
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EMBRACING WEAKNESS AS STRENGTH  

Instead of viewing weakness as a hindrance, the author encourages believers

to embrace their vulnerabilities. Such an acceptance can transform perceived

inadequacies into strengths that enrich the prayer experience. The call is to

move away from the idea of ‘prayer experts’ and to find empowerment in

one’s spiritual frailty.

EXPERIENCE OVER EXPERTISE  

Prayer should be understood as a journey of personal experiences rather than

a pursuit of theoretical expertise. Just as astronauts don’t claim to master the

complexities of space travel, prayer can be seen as learning and growing

through encounters with the divine. The author stresses the importance of

engaging fully in prayer, regardless of feelings of inadequacy.

MADE IN TRANSLATION  

When believers pray, the role of the Holy Spirit comes into play, acting as a

translator that converts imperfect prayers into something perfect for God.

This highlights the idea that the heartfelt nature of one’s prayers, regardless

of their eloquence or structure, is what matters. The significance of every

prayer is affirmed through this divine translation, making them all valid and

meaningful.
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FAILURE TO LAUNCH  

Reflecting on the tragic Challenger disaster, the author draws a parallel to

the importance of taking that bold step—initiating prayer despite past

setbacks or fears. The message is clear: it is crucial to engage in prayer for

personal challenges without succumbing to doubt. The chapter concludes

with a strong encouragement to prioritize prayer, urging readers to actively

seek connection with God without hesitation.

NOTES  

To support the concepts explored throughout the chapter, the author

references various sources and individuals, emphasizing a deeper

understanding of prayer's essence and inspiring readers to overcome their

reluctance in order to foster a meaningful connection with the divine.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 5. Digging For Gold

### Chapter 5: Digging for Gold

Introduction to Effective Prayer  

Prayer is accessible to all believers, functioning as a universal language

rather than an exclusive skill. To unlock its power, one must cultivate a

consistent and distraction-free practice. Establishing regular, sacred times for

prayer is essential for fostering a meaningful connection with God.

Digging Deep  

Engaging in prayer can sometimes feel repetitive, much like the

labor-intensive process of mining. Just as miners must persevere through

hard work to uncover precious metals, so too must believers persist in

prayer. The rewards, although not immediately apparent, are

significant—finding a deeper connection to God is akin to striking gold after

diligent effort.

Staking Your Claim  

To access the wealth of prayer, individuals must make their personal time
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with God a priority. Life’s distractions can easily intrude, akin to claim

jumpers stealing valuable resources. Just as Jesus often withdrew to pray in

solitude, believers are encouraged to guard their sacred times and spaces.

Customs vs. Habits  

While both customs and habits refer to repeated actions, the former are

crucial for shaping identity. The enduring customs of Jewish culture helped

preserve its identity through generations. Similarly, establishing a routine of

regular prayer can define a believer’s identity in Christ, mirroring Jesus's

commitment to specific times and locations for His prayers.

Sacred Space  

Creating dedicated areas in daily life for prayer enhances one’s spiritual

practice. Whether a favorite chair, a quiet corner, or a spot in nature, these

sacred spaces reflect the intentionality seen in Jesus's own prayer customs

and serve as reminders for regular communion with God.

The Importance of Words in Prayer  

Words in prayer possess tremendous power, enabling believers to articulate

their emotions and thoughts during their conversations with God. The

prayers we voice reflect our innermost feelings, highlighting the importance
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of engaging in intentional and heartfelt dialogue with the Divine.

Building a Prayerful Life  

Crafting specific prayers grounded in Scripture aids in giving focus and

direction to one’s spiritual life. Connecting with God’s Word and integrating

it into prayer practices is vital for both spiritual growth and the effectiveness

of one’s prayers.

The Power of Scripture in Prayer  

Incorporating Scripture into personal prayers provides a robust foundation.

This approach reflects King David’s practice of blending life experiences

with the teachings of God, creating a legacy of faith that can inspire future

generations.

Conclusion: The Essentials of Prayer  

Ultimately, effective prayer does not rely on complex techniques but on the

simple act of showing up. By committing to a regular and dedicated prayer

life, individuals can open the door to God’s blessings and deepen their

relationship with Him.
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Chapter 8: SECTION III: UNDERSTANDING
ELEPHANTS

UNDERSTANDING ELEPHANTS

The narrator begins with a personal account of the challenges faced after

losing their job, marking the onset of their experience with unemployment.

This life-altering event led them to seek financial support through

unemployment benefits for the first time. However, the process proved to be

a test of patience as they encountered a frustrating three-month delay with no

updates from the unemployment board. In a moment of desperation, the

narrator turned to prayer in hopes of a breakthrough.

Recognizing the power of communal support, the narrator reached out to a

group of women, asking for specific prayers aimed at securing a financial

breakthrough and the release of funds by the end of January. This collective

effort embodies the belief in the strength of shared faith and the idea that

community can uplift individuals during difficult times. A significant

turning point came a week later when a suggestion emerged to contact an

assemblyman for assistance, prompting the narrator to take proactive steps

towards resolving their financial struggles.

After reaching out to the assemblyman's office, the narrator received a
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positive response that ultimately led to the completion of necessary

paperwork. Miraculously, on February 1, they received a debit card in the

mail along with back pay that covered the previous months of

unemployment. This unexpected windfall was perceived by the narrator as a

clear answer to their prayers, reinforcing the idea that faith and communal

efforts can lead to tangible outcomes.

In reflecting on this journey, the narrator expresses profound gratitude for

the encouragement received from their prayer group and the support of their

community. They attribute the successful resolution of their financial issues

not only to their own persistence but also to the power of collective prayer

and the strength that comes from shared struggles. This experience serves as

a testament to the importance of community in overcoming individual

challenges and the potential for faith to manifest in significant ways.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 6. Oompa-Loompas

Chapter 6: Oompa-Loompas

In this chapter of "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory," the story of Veruca

Salt serves as a springboard to discuss the broader theme of desire versus

necessity. Veruca, spoiled and self-entitled, embodies the perils of

unrestrained wants fulfilled without consideration of their impacts. This calls

into question the nature of prayer and the balance between our personal

aspirations and divine will, leading to a deeper understanding of our

motivations and the outcomes of our desires.

The narrative emphasizes the importance of achieving a balance in prayer

between selfishness and bold requests. While God's willingness to fulfill our

desires is affirmed—drawing on biblical references such as Psalms—the

chapter warns that prayer should never stray from the spirit of humility and

understanding that God’s timing is paramount. This framework stresses the

misconception of viewing prayer as a transactional relationship, akin to a

form of witchcraft where blessings are simply claimed as rights. True prayer

needs to be rooted in a genuine relationship with God, aligning our wishes

with His will rather than treating it as a list of demands.

Moreover, the chapter explores the audacity of Jesus in encouraging His
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followers to ask in His name. This approach emphasizes that prayer is not

merely about obtaining answers but about deepening one’s knowledge of

Jesus. It likens the uninhibited desires expressed by Veruca to the liberating

aspect of asking God for abundance, suggesting that God’s infinite resources

are often unexplored due to our hesitations.

The “threefold mission of asking prayer” is a focal point: to glorify God,

bear fruit, and serve as evidence of discipleship, as stated in John 15. Each

of these elements not only enhances our spiritual journey but also facilitates

the growth of God's kingdom. The need to glorify the Father remains at the

heart of Jesus's ministry, and the chapter reiterates that prayer should center

around this purpose.

As the discussion unfolds, it highlights the connection between a fruitful

prayer life and experiencing God’s abundance. It contrasts the implications

of limited versus committed prayer, advocating that meaningful prayer

nurtures outcomes that resonate with divine will, ultimately fostering a life

of richness.

The chapter culminates by positioning asking prayer as a vital instrument for

evangelism in the modern world. It suggests that offering prayer can

strengthen relationships and serve as a powerful witness to one’s faith. This

vision for prayer extends beyond individual needs, encouraging believers to

lift their sights towards glorifying God, bearing fruit, and affirming their
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Christian witness through a disciplined practice of asking prayer. In doing

so, readers are invited to reevaluate their prayer lives and engage in a more

profound dialogue with the divine.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 7. You Can Do Nothing

### Chapter 10: You Can Do Nothing

In this chapter, the author delves into the profound role of prayer as a vital

connection between believers and God, emphasizing the importance of

co-creating a life story that resonates with divine purpose. Through the

metaphor of an edited life story, the chapter illustrates that only those

narratives coauthored with God find acceptance in eternity. This sets the

stage for understanding prayer not just as spoken words, but as a dynamic

dialogue that shapes one’s existence.

The theme of abiding in Christ serves as the bedrock of effective prayer.

Drawing from John 15:1-6, the chapter asserts that a genuine relationship

with Christ is essential; without this connection, one lacks the ability to

produce lasting fruit in life. The compelling message here is that true

fulfillment and success flow from remaining intertwined with Christ, likened

to branches reliant on a vine for sustenance.

Furthermore, the concept of "nothingness" is explored, framing it as a state

devoid of substance that can only be animated through Christ's presence.

The act of prayer is portrayed as the vital breath through which Christ

infuses life into otherwise empty stories, allowing them to resonate with
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eternal significance.

Central to this discussion is the unconditional love of Jesus, who prioritizes

authentic relationship over unattainable perfection. The chapter reassures

readers that their spiritual imperfections do not hinder God’s love or negate

their value in prayer; indeed, nothing can sever that bond. This is

particularly poignant for those grappling with feelings of unworthiness or

doubt regarding the effectiveness of their prayers.

The chapter acknowledges that struggles with prayer—and the feelings of

failure that often accompany them—are part of the spiritual journey. It

encourages perseverance in prayer, framing it as a mark of maturity and a

deeper understanding of one’s identity as a child of God. Recognizing that

prayer continues even in the face of discouragement is key to nurturing a

resilient faith.

Believers are then called to actively engage in seeking nourishment through

prayer, which works in concert with God to yield good fruit. The author

stresses that while partnering with God in this endeavor is a choice, God’s

purposes will ultimately prevail, ensuring good works will be

accomplished—either through us or through others, if we choose not to

participate.

Illustrating the transformative power of prayer rooted in a life of abiding, the
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chapter highlights how such prayer aligns believers with God’s intentions

and purposes. Time spent with God not only clarifies the prayers He wishes

to be uttered but also leads to outcomes of profound impact.

In conclusion, this chapter underscores the necessity of nurturing an active

relationship with God through regular prayer. By weaving personal requests

with divine will, believers craft narratives pregnant with meaning, ultimately

harvesting a life rich in purpose and significance. The message is clear:

through prayer and abiding in Christ, one can transcend nothingness and

embark on a journey that bears lasting fruit.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 8. Extra-Virgin

In Chapter 11, titled "Extra-Virgin," the author delves into the vital concept

 of holiness in fostering a profound relationship with God and enhancing the

power of prayer. Drawing an analogy to "extra-virgin" olive oil, he

illustrates how purity in both spiritual and worldly realms can become

compromised, emphasizing the necessity of maintaining that purity for

spiritual effectiveness.

The chapter critiques the modern cultural emphasis on authenticity, which

often prioritizes acceptance of sinful behavior over the pursuit of holiness.

This fixation, the author argues, threatens to dilute the church’s integrity and

hampers genuine engagement with the Holy Spirit. Sin, as a primary

obstacle to prayer, not only induces guilt, making individuals reluctant to

pray, but also undermines the efficacy of their petitions to God. The author

backs this assertion with scriptural references that reveal how one’s

treatment of others and the harboring of sin can directly impact prayer

outcomes.

Holiness is depicted as a essential route to unleashing divine power in the

lives of believers. The author underscores the importance of acknowledging

personal sins and accompanying them with prayer to foster spiritual growth

and enhance prayer effectiveness. Additionally, he introduces the notion of

consecration—dedicating oneself to God—as a crucial step in experiencing
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God’s transformative power. He references Joshua, who exemplified

holiness before leading Israel into the Promised Land, as a demonstration of

how spiritual purity can precipitate significant breakthroughs.

The chapter further explores the lives of biblical figures such as Joshua and

Daniel, showcasing how their dedication to holiness enriched their prayer

lives and aligned them with God’s purpose. Holiness is portrayed as a bridge

that facilitates access to one's divine calling. Daniel's humble and

confessional prayer approach serves as a model, illustrating how sincerity

and commitment to holiness can invoke divine intervention.

The author also raises a cautionary note regarding the gradual erosion of

integrity, warning against the dangers of succumbing to sin without

accountability. Personal anecdotes reinforce the significance of living

transparently and with integrity, likened to a "glass" that should reflect

purity and righteousness.

In summation, the chapter underscores the necessity of prayer as a

foundational step in addressing sin and pursuing holiness. The practices of

confession and the pursuit of integrity are positioned as critical to living a

life that pleases God and ultimately leads to empowered and effective

prayer. Readers are encouraged to actively engage in prayer and make

conscious decisions to rise above sin and adopt a holy lifestyle.
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Chapter 12: 9. Be The Answer

### Chapter 9 Summary: Be the Answer

In this chapter, we explore the significance of prayer and the interplay

between faith and action in the lives of believers. 

Prayer and Faith: A Foundational Tool  

Prayer is positioned as a fundamental practice that shapes our destinies, yet

many people treat it as secondary to their own capabilities. Historically,

genuine prayer stemmed from sincere faith; however, modern interpretations

often view it as mere superstition, sidelining its profound purpose.

Faith vs. Superstition  

Contemporary definitions of superstition have evolved to the point where

true faith is often dismissed as belief in the supernatural. In contrast, biblical

faith is defined as a tangible reality—“the evidence of things not

seen”—highlighting that it is grounded in experience rather than airy beliefs.

Causality and Divine Partnership  
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The idea of “the dignity of causality” suggests that God imbues human

actions, particularly prayers, with the power to influence His plans. This

concept indicates that believers are provided with the privilege of

participating in the divine narrative, acting as partners in fulfilling God’s

will on Earth.

Collaboration with God  

Prayer is compared to making pancakes with a child; the joy and ownership

experienced through involvement enhance the outcome. It serves as a bridge

connecting faith with commitment, encouraging believers to actively

respond to God’s call for action.

The Importance of Action Post-Prayer  

Prayer alone is insufficient; it must be coupled with action. Early Christians

exemplified this by praying and then taking tangible steps to alleviate

poverty and suffering, demonstrating that faith must lead to deeds.

Finding Elephants: Enacting Real Change  

Just as elephants inhabit their natural environments, believers are called to

engage where they can effect real change. This requires not only praying for

solutions but also taking direct actions, such as aiding the needy or

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


supporting missionaries in their work.

Being the Answer to Prayer  

Believers are urged to transcend the act of praying alone and to embody their

prayers through purposeful actions. By intertwining faith and response, they

deepen their connection to God’s greater purpose for their lives.

Community Response through Prayer and Action  

The chapter showcases real-life examples of community initiatives sparked

by prayer. When coupled with concrete assistance—like organizing

experiences for families or offering support during hardships—believers

reflect the hope and change they wish to see in the world.

Empowered Kingdom Living  

Living according to the kingdom principles means harmonizing prayer with

meaningful action. Historical figures who acted decisively upon their

prayers illustrated this dynamic, prompting both personal and communal

transformation. 

Conclusion  
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Ultimately, this chapter challenges believers to unify their prayers with

active participation, reinforcing the idea that they should not only pray but

also live out the answers to those prayers. By doing so, they join God in His

transformative work, manifesting hope and change in the world.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 10. Elephant Worship

### Summary of "Elephant Worship"

Introduction to Dreams and Idols  

In a compelling introduction, we reflect on the emergence of Susan Boyle, a

middle-aged woman who astonished an audience during a 2009 talent show.

Her seemingly modest aspiration to become a singer received skepticism

until her performance revealed a deeper narrative about human longing and

the desire for dreams to be realized. This moment becomes a symbol of the

universal quest for personal aspirations.

Praying for Elephants  

The term "elephants" in this context represents our personal dreams and

ambitions, which often shape our self-worth and happiness. Individuals often

spend decades praying for these dreams to come to fruition. However, like

Ganesha, the Hindu deity who symbolizes the removal of obstacles and the

embodiment of success, dreams must be positioned appropriately. When

they take precedence over our relationship with God, we risk worshiping

these ambitions instead of recognizing their secondary role in our lives.
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The Interplay of Faith and Dreams  

The author, as a pastor, delves into the intricate relationship between

personal dreams and divine will. Biblical verses promoting delighting in

God have, at times, mutated into modern-day mantras endorsing personal

fulfillment. This intertwining complicates one's understanding of faith,

especially when dreams seem to flourish or falter, often leading to doubt and

guilt about one's standing with God.

Historical Context of Dreams  

In the past, many believers did not possess the freedom to pursue personal

dreams; their focus was on survival amidst societal hardships. The current

obsession with chasing dreams can feel disconnected from the struggles

faced by previous generations, who prioritized essential needs over personal

aspirations.

Your Greatest Dream  

Ultimately, the author challenges readers to evaluate whether Jesus is

sufficient for them, irrespective of the success of their dreams. The core of

faith lies in believing that God's love and grace provide fulfillment beyond

earthly ambitions. When Jesus becomes the focal point of one's aspirations,

all other dreams can take their rightful place.
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The Fable of the Witch King and the Little Girl  

A poignant fable illustrates the chapter's core message: a Witch King who

grants wishes at the cost of the wishers' souls contrasts with a little girl who

finds joy in the simple act of chasing butterflies. This story emphasizes that

true contentment derives from valuing the present rather than pursuing

fleeting earthly desires.

Conclusion  

In conclusion, the pursuit of personal dreams should never overshadow the

essential call to cultivate a relationship with God. When individuals

prioritize their connection with Him, their dreams often come to them,

fostering genuine contentment and purpose in life. The narrative encourages

surrendering dreams to God, placing them on the altar of faith for true

fulfillment.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 11. The Elephant Graveyard

Chapter 14: The Elephant Graveyard Summary

The chapter opens with a powerful metaphor comparing the migration of

elephants to a graveyard, symbolizing their inherent understanding of

mortality. This metaphor transcends the physical realm, reflecting on the

emotional and spiritual 'deaths' faced by individuals when their deepest

aspirations or prayers remain unfulfilled. It suggests that such unmet desires

can lead to profound feelings of hopelessness among believers as they

grapple with faith and expectation.

Central to this exploration is the concept of praying for significant desires,

which the author refers to as "elephants." The risks associated with boldly

asking for what one deeply wants are acknowledged, as such requests can

result in disappointment. Encouraged by faith in Jesus to petition boldly in

His name, the author reflects on his personal journey of faith, revealing that

sometimes, God gently guides our hopes toward His greater plan, rather than

our individual aspirations.

The chapter notably recounts the biblical story of Joseph, known as "the

dreamer." Joseph's early dreams of greatness are contrasted with the severe

hardships he encounters, including betrayal by his brothers and years of
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imprisonment. Despite these trials, Joseph ultimately witnesses the

realization of his dreams in unprecedented ways. His narrative serves as a

testament to the importance of perseverance through suffering, illustrating

that the path to fulfillment can often be winding and unexpected.

The author shares a personal experience of loss, detailing a pivotal moment

when a cherished dream disintegrated—his wife's desire to leave their

marriage prompted him to prioritize their relationship over personal

ambitions. This difficult decision, while heart-wrenching, eventually led to

healing and renewal, showcasing the redemptive power of God even in times

of despair.

Navigating life after the loss of a significant dream is explored as a profound

emotional journey. The author acknowledges that scriptural promises do not

always yield immediate results and that grappling with feelings of

disappointment and anger can be an integral part of faith. Drawing parallels

with biblical figures like David and Job, who also faced immense struggles,

he highlights how such experiences can lead to a deeper understanding and

connection with God.

A particularly thought-provoking section discusses the complex notion of

"forgiving God," recognizing that feelings of bitterness can arise when

expectations are unmet or suffering prevails. The author suggests that while

such emotions are natural, they can obstruct spiritual growth. Embracing
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grace amidst pain can be a powerful step toward healing and personal

growth.

The chapter concludes with a poignant story shared through an email from a

grieving mother, emphasizing how God's love can manifest even in the

depths of tragedy. It reinforces the message that trusting God's plan in the

wake of loss is vital for moving forward and discovering purpose beyond

personal grief. The chapter ultimately encourages readers to deepen their

faith and relationship with God, emphasizing that these connections hold

profound significance, regardless of life's trials.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 12. Land Grab

### Chapter 15: Land Grab

Exploration and Hope  

In this chapter, the author emphasizes the essence of exploration as a driving

force behind human ambition and self-discovery. It speaks to the powerful

question of "What if?" which offers a pathway from present circumstances

to future possibilities. The theme centers on how such inquiries can uplift

life's journey, especially when intertwined with the act of prayer.

The Role of Prayer  

Prayer emerges as a transformative medium for manifesting these "what if"

possibilities into reality. Drawing from biblical references, the author

illustrates that hope accompanied by prayer can unveil divine intentions for

one's life. This suggests that prayer not only facilitates communication with

God but also catalyzes action towards achieving goals.

The Movie Example: Far and Away  

The chapter draws a parallel with the film "Far and Away," where Irish
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immigrants chase their dreams during the historic Oklahoma Land Run of

1893. Just as the film's protagonists dig deep with faith and resilience,

readers are encouraged to engage in prayer to stake their claims on future

aspirations, reinforcing the narrative of hope and active pursuit.

Casting Mountains  

A pivotal aspect of the chapter is the metaphor of "casting mountains."

Inspired by Jesus’s teachings, it posits that with steadfast faith, believers can

confront and overcome significant challenges. The act of vocalizing one's

struggles symbolizes the first step towards resilience, and individuals are

reassured that faith, however modest, is sufficient to seek divine assistance.

The Importance of Grace  

However, the author underscores that grace is paramount in the prayer

process. Even when faith falters or spiritual discipline wavers, God’s

compassion ensures that prayers are heard and answered. This message

offers comfort and encouragement, highlighting that divine love is not

contingent on perfection.

Mountain of God  

The chapter further elaborates on the necessity of seeking God through
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prayer to navigate personal mountains. Recognizing God's grandeur allows

individuals to find strength and perspective, empowering them to tackle

life's uncertainties.

Land Grabbing through Prayer  

Prayer is presented as the tool for claiming one's spiritual inheritance.

Without this vital connection, individuals risk forgoing the broader

possibilities life offers. Believers are called to engage earnestly in prayer to

procure the territory laid out by God and fulfill their destinies.

The Example of Jabez  

The biblical figure of Jabez empowers this notion; his earnest request for

God's blessings and territorial expansion serves as a blueprint for achieving

personal growth. This narrative affirms that asking for divine favor opens

paths to fulfilling greater purposes.

Reflex of Prayer  

Cultivating a prayerful lifestyle is introduced as crucial for navigating daily

life. The author argues that developing an instinctive habit of prayer

transforms one’s responses and decisions, fostering a closer connection with

the divine.
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Spiritual Expatriates  

By engaging in prayer, individuals can detach from worldly distractions,

thereby fostering a deeper relationship with God. This spiritual practice

reshapes perceptions and attitudes, leading to profound internal

transformation.

Conclusion: One Foot in Eternity  

Ultimately, prayer is framed as a conduit to eternal truths, aligning earthly

endeavors with heavenly realities. The author shares a personal narrative of

how sincere prayers have catalyzed lasting change, reiterating that prayer is

indispensable for claiming one's spiritual and earthly inheritance. Through

this chapter, readers are encouraged to embrace the transformative power of

prayer as they navigate their own paths of exploration and hope.
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