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About the book

In "Rewrite," Paul Chitlik, a renowned screenwriting instructor with

accolades to his name, offers a comprehensive guide designed to elevate

your screenplay from its rough drafts to a polished, submission-ready piece.

This book emphasizes the essential components of a screenplay, exploring

its intricate structure through layers of sequences and scenes.

Chitlik starts by breaking down the foundational elements of storytelling,

guiding writers in analyzing their narratives critically. He stresses the

importance of multidimensional characters, explaining how depth in

character development enhances the story's emotional impact. Chitlik also

focuses on creating vibrant action and compelling dialogue, essential for

keeping audiences engaged.

The second edition of "Rewrite" includes expanded examples and exercises

tailored not just for film but also for television and digital media, addressing

the evolving landscape of screenwriting. Through methodical step-by-step

instructions, Chitlik equips writers with tools to restructure their work

effectively, making their scripts more engaging and market-ready.

Highly regarded in film schools and among industry professionals,

"Rewrite" stands as an indispensable resource. It caters to both aspiring and

experienced screenwriters, helping them navigate the intricacies of the craft
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and refine their storytelling abilities. This guide not only teaches the

mechanics of writing but also inspires writers to tap into their creativity,

ensuring their scripts resonate with audiences and industry gatekeepers alike.
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About the author

In Paul Chitlik's "Rewrite," the author delves into the multifaceted world of

storytelling, blending his extensive background in film, television, and

literature to guide readers through the complexities of crafting compelling

narratives. The book is structured to not only share instructive techniques

but also to illustrate the nuances of the rewriting process, which he portrays

as an essential phase of creation rather than a burdensome task.

The opening chapters focus on the fundamental elements of storytelling,

including character development, plot structure, and the importance of

conflict. Chitlik emphasizes that well-developed characters are the heart of

any narrative; they should possess depth, motivations, and flaws that make

them relatable and dynamic. He provides examples from successful films

and television shows to demonstrate how strong character arcs propel the

plot forward and engage the audience's emotions.

As the narrative progresses, Chitlik introduces the concept of structure,

likening it to the bones of a story—crucial for supporting the fleshy details

that bring it to life. He guides readers through various structural frameworks,

such as the three-act structure, which helps in organizing the narrative flow.

By breaking down this model, Chitlik equips aspiring writers with tools to

effectively arrange their stories in a way that builds tension and maintains

interest.
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Chitlik then shifts focus to the rewriting process, an area he passionately

advocates for. He argues that the first draft is merely a starting point, and the

real magic happens in revision. The author provides practical tips for

self-editing, encouraging writers to look critically at their own work, identify

weaknesses, and seek constructive feedback from peers. Through anecdotes

from his own career, he illustrates how revisions have turned mediocre

scripts into award-winning projects, highlighting the transformative power

of thoughtful rewriting.

In the latter chapters, Chitlik addresses common pitfalls that writers face,

such as writer's block and the fear of failure. By sharing his own struggles

and strategies, he instills confidence in readers, reminding them that these

challenges are universal. He emphasizes the importance of persistence and

resilience, underscoring that every successful writer has faced rejection and

self-doubt.

By the conclusion of "Rewrite," Chitlik has skillfully laid out a

comprehensive guide to the craft of storytelling. He encourages writers to

embrace the rewriting process as an integral part of their journey,

positioning it as a vital step in refining their narrative voice and achieving

their creative vision. Through this blend of practical advice and personal

insight, Chitlik not only illuminates the art of writing but also inspires
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writers to approach their craft with renewed vigor and creativity.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Summary Content List

Chapter 1: 1 Clarifying Story and Structure for Impact

Chapter 2: 2 The Alternative Structure (Mythic Structure)

Chapter 3: 3 The Powerful Protagonist

Chapter 4: 4 The Central Emotional Relationship

Chapter 5: 5 The Worthy Antagonist

Chapter 6: 6 Ensuring Dynamic Scenes and Sequences

Chapter 7: 7 Dialogue: Text, Subtext, and No Text

Chapter 8: 8 Making Descriptions Leap off the Page

Chapter 9: 9 Life Support for Your Protagonist

Chapter 10: 10 Paring It Down

Chapter 11: 11 Where Am I?

Chapter 12: 12 The Right Look

Chapter 13: 13 Finishing

Chapter 14: 14 Applying Rewrite Techniques to Webisodes,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 1 Summary: 1 Clarifying Story and Structure
for Impact

Chapter 1 Summary: Clarifying Story and Structure for Impact

Introduction to Story Construction  

Building a compelling story is akin to constructing a skyscraper, demanding

an intricate architectural plan. In filmmaking, the script acts as this blueprint,

unifying the vision among contributors by establishing a structured narrative

focused on characters and their aspirations.

Understanding Story  

At the heart of every narrative lies a character with a clear goal, facing

various obstacles along their journey. This transformation from their familiar

existence to the pursuit of their ambitions is typically organized into a

three-act structure, which can be dissected into seven pivotal points.

The Seven Points of Structure  

1. Ordinary Life  
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   This opening phase establishes the protagonist's routine and the

dissatisfaction prompting change. A fitting example can be seen in *Thelma

& Louise*, where Thelma's yearning for a more fulfilling life sets the stage

for her adventure.

2. The Inciting Incident  

   A turning point that dramatically alters the protagonist's circumstances and

spurs action. In *In & Out*, Howard's life is upended by a sudden public

revelation that forces him to confront his identity.

3. End of Act 1  

   The protagonist makes a decisive choice to tackle the inciting incident’s

consequences. Thelma exhibits growing independence, while Howard starts

his internal struggle to understand his situation.

4. Midpoint or Turning Point  

   This moment brings about significant change, uncovering deeper character

needs. Thelma's escapade with J.D. introduces her to exhilarating new

experiences, while Howard embarks on a journey of self-discovery.

5. The Low Point  
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   The protagonist faces their greatest challenge, making success seem out of

reach. Both Thelma and Howard experience personal crises that compel

them to confront uncomfortable truths about themselves.

6. The Final Challenge  

   Here, the protagonist's determination is put to the test, culminating in the

climactic event. Thelma and Louise encounter a defining moment of

defiance, while Howard wrestles with his identity and the reactions of those

around him.

7. Return to Normal Life  

   This concluding segment highlights how the characters’ lives have

transformed. Despite the tragic fate of Thelma and Louise, Howard

ultimately finds acceptance and support from his community, illustrating the

varying outcomes of their journeys.

Story as a Journey  

The narrative is woven from various intertwined journeys, encompassing

plot progression, character relationships, and personal growth, all centered

on the protagonist's objectives.
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Tasks for Writers  

Writers are encouraged to outline their stories using the seven structural

points, ensuring each element aligns with the protagonist’s goals. Creating a

beat sheet that organizes scene sequences is also advisable, along with

developing subplots that resonate with the main character's journey.

Increasing Stakes and Barriers  

To keep the audience engaged, it is vital to continually elevate the stakes for

the protagonist. Introducing both internal and external challenges enhances

tension and drives the narrative forward.

Identifying the Protagonist  

Writers should clarify who embodies the heroic role in their story, ensuring

that the protagonist actively confronts their challenges rather than relying on

external forces for resolution.

Conclusion  

To deepen their grasp of story structure, writers should engage in targeted

exercises while allowing for creative breaks to rejuvenate their inspiration.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2 The Alternative Structure
(Mythic Structure)

### The Alternative Structure (Mythic Structure)

#### Introduction to Mythic Structure

In this chapter, the concept of the mythic hero's journey, as articulated by

Joseph Campbell in "The Hero with a Thousand Faces," is explored.

Campbell’s framework, which has significantly shaped modern storytelling,

particularly in film, is showcased with a focus on its application in George

Lucas's *Star Wars*. Campbell's influence is so profound that it has become

crucial for film analysts. Linda Seger distills this concept into ten key points,

while Christopher Vogler elaborates it into a comprehensive twelve-point

journey in "The Writer’s Journey."

#### Star Wars Analysis

The chapter methodically deconstructs *Star Wars* using Vogler’s

twelve-point structure:

1. Ordinary World: The narrative opens with Luke Skywalker’s

 mundane existence as a moisture farmer on the desert planet Tatooine.

2. Call to Adventure: Luke is thrust into a larger world when he receives

 a holographic message from Princess Leia, urging him to help the Rebellion
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against the Empire.

3. Refusal of the Call: Initially, Luke hesitates, feeling trapped by his

 responsibilities and unsure of his abilities.

4. Meeting the Mentor: Obi-Wan Kenobi serves as Luke’s mentor,

 guiding him towards his destiny as a Jedi.

5. Crossing the Threshold: The tragic death of Luke’s family at the

 hands of the Empire spurs him to leave Tatooine and embrace his new path.

#### Journey Through the Structure

Luke’s adventure continues through various trials:

6. Tests, Allies, and Enemies: As he begins to assemble a diverse team,

 including the charming rogue Han Solo, Luke confronts numerous threats

from the Empire.

7. Inmost Cave: The group infiltrates the Death Star, leading to a

 moment of high tension as they face capture.

8. Supreme Ordeal: A pivotal scene unfolds as Luke confronts a

 fearsome garbage monster, pushing him to his limits.

9. Seizing the Sword: After a daring escape, the heroes acquire crucial

 intelligence regarding the Death Star's vulnerabilities.

10. Road Back: Their escape is harried by relentless Empire forces,

 raising the stakes into a thrilling chase.

#### Climactic Transformation
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The story's climax showcases Luke's evolution:

11. Resurrection: Luke's journey culminates in a metaphorical rebirth

 as he learns to harness the Force, ultimately leading the Rebels to victory.

12. Return with the Elixir: The heroes return as celebrated champions,

 having dealt a significant blow to the tyranny of the Empire.

#### Comparison with The Wizard of Oz

The chapter compares *Star Wars* with *The Wizard of Oz*, suggesting

that Dorothy’s journey through Oz similarly aligns with the twelve-point

structure. Each part of her adventure contributes to her transformation,

teaching her valuable lessons that resonate with audiences.

#### Summary of the Twelve Steps

A concise recap of the twelve stages of the mythic journey is provided:

1. Ordinary World

2. Call to Adventure

3. Refusal of the Call

4. Meeting the Mentor

5. Crossing the First Threshold

6. Tests, Allies, and Enemies

7. Approaching the Inmost Cave

8. Supreme Ordeal

9. Seizing the Sword/Reward
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10. Road Back

11. Resurrection

12. Return with the Elixir

#### Conclusion

The chapter concludes by suggesting that the choice between the mythic

structure and the traditional three-act format depends on the narrative’s

needs. However, the mythic journey enriches heroic tales by deepening their

resonances and significance.

#### To Do

Readers are encouraged to apply the twelve steps of mythic structure to their

own film ideas, assessing its effectiveness compared to more conventional

storytelling frameworks. This exercise aims to inspire creativity and a deeper

understanding of narrative construction in film.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3 The Powerful Protagonist

### The Powerful Protagonist

Character as Foundation

Characters are the bedrock of storytelling, particularly in film, where their

emotional and physical journeys engage the audience. Each movie typically

revolves around a central character—the protagonist—whose desires and

needs propel the narrative forward, leading to both conflict and resolution.

Central Character Focus

Though films often feature a rich ensemble of characters, the dominant

protagonist stands out as the individual whose journey we primarily follow.

The essence of the story hinges on understanding what the protagonist

wants, a driving force that shapes the plot.

Matching Character to Premise

A well-defined premise—essentially the core message or thesis of the

film—is vital for determining whether the protagonist fits seamlessly into

the narrative. This alignment ensures that the character’s actions and growth
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resonate with the overarching themes of the story.

Character Construction

Developing well-rounded characters involves a comprehensive exploration

of their physiological (physical appearance), sociological (background and

context), and psychological (intrinsic thought processes) traits. For instance,

a detailed character profile showcasing these attributes lends richness to the

narrative, immersing viewers in the character’s world.

Clarity and Motivation

To create compelling narratives, it's crucial to understand a character’s goals

and flaws. These elements contribute to consistent behaviors and

motivations that audiences can connect with. Flawed characters, in

particular, are relatable, making their journeys more engaging.

The Goal and the Flaw

An effective protagonist should have a clear goal that propels them through

the story. As the plot unfolds, this goal can evolve, often in response to their

experiences. In addition, the protagonist typically possesses a personal flaw

that creates obstacles, offering depth and relatability to their character.
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Revealing Character through Action

A character's identity should be revealed through their actions and dialogue,

demonstrating who they are rather than merely stating their traits. How they

interact with their environment, including their surroundings and wardrobe

choices, can also serve to convey essential aspects of their identity.

Character Arc

The character arc is a vital component of storytelling, illustrating how the

protagonist evolves throughout the narrative. This transformation involves

overcoming personal flaws, ultimately driving the story forward and

connecting deeply with the emotional experiences of the audience.

Character Development Checklist

To create engaging protagonists, writers should ensure their characters are

active, flawed, unique, and relatable. A clear intent that propels the story

forward is essential, making the character development process a top priority

to attract talented actors who can bring these roles to life.

Next Steps

With a solid understanding of the protagonist established, the next step
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involves analyzing the challenges they will face within the narrative.

Observing films in the same genre can provide further inspiration and

insights, enriching the development process and helping to create an

unforgettable story.
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Chapter 4: 4 The Central Emotional Relationship

The Central Emotional Relationship

In film, the characters and their interactions are crucial for resonating with

the audience. At the core of every movie is a Central Emotional Relationship

(CER), which encapsulates the protagonist's journey and adds emotional

depth to the narrative.

Importance of the CER

The CER not only humanizes the characters but also fosters a connection

between the viewers and the story. This relationship can take various

forms—romantic, platonic, mentor-student, or adversarial—and serves to

anchor the narrative in relatable emotional truths. By highlighting these

connections, filmmakers create a framework through which audiences can

invest in the story.

Forms of Emotional Relationships

1. Established Relationship: This type begins at the start of the story,
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 providing a foundation for character interactions and development.

   

2. Repaired Relationship: This involves characters who start off with a

 conflict or estrangement that they must work to mend over the course of the

film.

These emotional arcs can function as the primary narrative (the A story) or

serve as a supporting subplot (the B story). Even in action-centric films, like

*The Avengers*, these relationships play an integral but sometimes

understated role.

Key Points to Consider

It is essential to ensure that your story includes a meaningful emotional

relationship. If such a relationship is lacking, consider ways to create or

enhance it. The emotional journey should be structured with a clear

beginning, middle, and end, mirroring the narrative progression of the main

plot.

Film Examples

1. The Sessions: This film explores the unique emotional connection
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 between Mark O’Brien and Cheryl Cohen Greene, illustrating a profound

emotional journey that transcends traditional romantic narratives.

2. Argo: In this film, the central emotional relationship centers on Tony

 Mendez and the six Americans he aims to rescue, highlighting the

importance of trust amidst high-stakes tension, which reinforces Mendez's

overarching mission.

Practical Exercise

To refine your narrative, outline the seven key points of your B story and

juxtapose them with your A story. While the timing of these arcs may vary,

a closer alignment will strengthen the overall impact of your film. If the

emotional aspects feel unclear, dedicate time to deepen their development,

reflecting the complexities of real-life relationships, which inevitably

experience highs and lows. This dynamic layering will engage your audience

on a deeper level, enhancing their investment in the characters’ journeys.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5 The Worthy Antagonist

### The Worthy Antagonist

#### Importance of Opposition  

In any captivating story, conflict serves as the pulse of the narrative, and it

often emerges from the friction between the protagonist and a worthy

antagonist. Without challenges, the protagonist's journey lacks substance,

and the tale becomes mundane. Struggles enrich storytelling, making the

protagonist's triumphs more impactful and poignant.

#### Defining the Antagonist  

An antagonist can take various forms, ranging from romantic rivals to

business competitors, but their primary role is to place obstacles in the

protagonist's path. A strong antagonist not only serves as a formidable

barrier to the protagonist’s goals but also acts as a catalyst, prompting

growth and development in the hero.

#### Adding Depth to the Antagonist  

To create a truly engaging story, it is essential to develop multi-dimensional

antagonists. Rather than reducing them to mere villains, writers should

infuse them with human qualities and imperfections. Even the most

antagonistic figures can exhibit redeeming qualities, making them more
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relatable and enriching the narrative with complex motivations.

#### Character Development  

Crafting a rich antagonist necessitates a thorough exploration of their

background and motivations. Writers should engage in character studies that

dissect what drives their actions, embedding layers of humanity within their

traits. This depth allows readers to understand the antagonist on a more

profound level, contributing to the conflict with greater intensity.

#### Revealing Characterization  

The true essence of an antagonist shines through their actions and dialogue.

By juxtaposing their speech patterns and interactions with those of the

protagonist, writers can highlight their individuality and unique motivations.

This emphasis helps prevent the antagonist from becoming a mere plot

device, instead establishing them as a pivotal character in their own right.

#### Antagonist’s Perspective  

Gaining insight into the antagonist’s goals and desires is crucial to elevating

the narrative. Recognizing their motivations—often in stark contrast to those

of the protagonist—can shift the story’s perspective and enhance its depth. A

well-defined journey for the antagonist enriches the backdrop, ultimately

contributing to a more layered and compelling storyline.

#### Conclusion  
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The creation of a dynamic, well-articulated antagonist with distinct goals

introduces significant drama and tension into a story. Characters like Javert

from *Les Misérables* and Colonel Hans Landa from *Inglourious

Basterds* exemplify how effectively crafted antagonists magnify conflict

and deepen the narrative, leaving a lasting impression on readers. Their

complexity not only challenges the protagonist but also enriches the story's

fabric, making for an unforgettable reading experience.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6 Ensuring Dynamic Scenes and
Sequences

### Overview of Effective Scenes

An effective screenplay is built upon scenes that propel the narrative forward

and reveal key character traits. Each scene should adhere to a clear structure,

consisting of a beginning, middle, and end, typically underpinned by the

seven-point structure used in screenwriting. This foundation ensures that

every moment on screen has a purpose.

### Importance of Conflict

At the heart of every scene lies conflict, which is crucial for driving the

story. A scene should depict a struggle between characters with opposing

goals; without this conflict, the scene loses its significance and fails to

enhance the overall narrative arc.

### Analyzing Scenes for Conflict

Writers are encouraged to critically analyze their scenes, identifying any

conflicts that exist within them. If a scene does not present a clear conflict, it

may need to be revised or even removed to keep the narrative momentum

strong. This process ensures that each moment contributes meaningfully to

the overarching story.
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### Necessity Over Brilliance

Not all scenes that are humorous or emotionally resonant serve the story's

progression. Writers are advised to prioritize necessity, eliminating any

scenes that do not advance character development or plot. This approach

maintains focus on what truly matters in the story.

### Rewriting Scenes

During the rewriting stage, it becomes essential for writers to clarify each

character's objectives and emotions. A deep understanding of the dynamics

within a scene allows for effective structuring, guiding writers in

determining the most impactful starting and ending points.

### Key Elements from an Actor’s Perspective

Actors engage with scenes by concentrating on their characters' emotions

and ambitions. It is vital for actors to grasp the scene's intent, as this

understanding shapes their performances and authenticity on screen.

### Sequence Structure

Sequences are made up of groups of scenes that together fulfill a unified

thematic purpose, possessing their own structured flow. By introducing

sequences, writers can heighten audience engagement, establishing

emotional stakes early in the storytelling process.

### Examples of Effective Opening Sequences
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Examining films like "Die Hard" illustrates how effective opening sequences

can establish character flaws and emotional connections right from the start.

By creating immediate engagement with the audience, these sequences make

viewers invested in the characters' journeys.

### Building Effective Scenes and Sequences

Crafting compelling scenes necessitates a focus on the protagonist, clarity of

purpose, and the incorporation of conflict. Scenes should be thoughtfully

grouped into cohesive sequences, where rearranging certain scenes may

enhance the narrative’s overall effectiveness.

### Practical Steps for Writers

To ensure coherence and purpose, writers should review and refine their beat

sheets, confirming that all scenes are interconnected. By enhancing conflict

and clarifying character goals throughout their scenes, writers can lay a

stronger foundation before focusing on dialogue and detailed descriptions in

the screenplay. This systematic approach maximizes both the emotional

impact and story progression, leading to a more dynamic script.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7 Dialogue: Text, Subtext, and No
Text

### Summary of "Dialogue: Text, Subtext, and No Text"

The exploration of dialogue in storytelling reveals much about character

identity, especially that of the protagonist. Dialogue serves as a mirror

reflecting their evolution, incorporating nuances such as vocabulary,

education, regional dialects, and social class. Writers can utilize tools like

screenplay software to analyze character speech for consistency and

development. A notable example of distinct character voices can be seen in

the film "Shakespeare in Love," where individual style contributes to the

narrative.

However, the true depth of dialogue often lies in its subtext—the underlying

meanings and intentions that go beyond the surface words. This subtext

allows characters to convey complex emotions and establish relationships

without directly stating their feelings. A poignant instance is in "To Kill a

Mockingbird," where Scout's innocent interaction with Mr. Cunningham

diffuses tension and strengthens community bonds. Such layers in dialogue

can add richness to scenes, as evidenced by films like "The Godfather: Part

II" and "The Big Sleep."
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Key to character dialogue is the concept of a defining line—an insightful

phrase that encapsulates a character’s journey and essence. These lines not

only resonate with audiences but also motivate actors in their performances.

For example, Frank Galvin in "The Verdict" and Michael in "Tootsie" both

deliver lines that articulate their core struggles, making these moments

pivotal in the narrative.

Moreover, a character's social register, or the way they adjust their speech

based on their audience, is crucial to understanding status dynamics in

dialogue. Characters often navigate different roles, displaying subordination

or dominance according to context. Writers can examine the complexities of

this fluidity by exploring variations in scenarios such as conversations about

debt repayment.

The influence of the locale is another significant factor in shaping dialogue.

The setting—the architecture and environment—can evoke feelings of

superiority or inferiority, affecting how characters communicate. Contextual

elements like individual knowledge or expertise can further influence these

dynamics, showcasing the intricate relationships in human interactions.

Scenes in "Shakespeare in Love" effectively illustrate how dialogue reflects

shifts in power and status.

In conclusion, when crafting dialogue, it is essential for writers to ensure

that each character’s speech is consistent with their social status and context
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throughout a scene. For those seeking deeper insights into creating

compelling dialogue, resources such as Penny Penniston’s "Talk the Talk: A

Dialogue Workshop for Scriptwriters" can be particularly beneficial.
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Chapter 8: 8 Making Descriptions Leap off the Page

### Making Descriptions Leap Off the Page

This chapter emphasizes the importance of crafting compelling descriptions

in screenwriting, with a particular focus on understanding the reader's

perspective. Typically, it's the reader—often an executive or an agent—who

first engages with a script, and since many of them tend to skim over

descriptions in favor of dialogue, writers must create vivid and engaging

descriptions to capture their attention.

To enhance readability, the layout of scripts should incorporate plenty of

white space, with short paragraphs that reduce fatigue and increase

engagement. Industry experts advise that descriptions be "efficient but

provocative," employing fragments and active verbs in the present tense to

bring clarity and immediacy to the narrative.

Central to effective screenwriting is the emphasis on action over lengthy

descriptions. Instead of indulging in elaborate detailing of settings or

character appearances, writers should focus on showing action to allow

readers to visualize the scene. For instance, rather than painstakingly

describing a bed, a writer could depict a character's interactions with it in a

way that conveys emotion and context.
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While creativity in language is encouraged, a solid grasp of grammar

remains essential to avoid misunderstandings. Writers are encouraged to

break rules when necessary but must uphold a professional standard for

clarity.

Furthermore, the use of visual subtext adds complexity to storytelling,

allowing deeper traits of characters to be revealed through their actions,

rather than mere dialogue. A fitting example is the rabid dog scene from "To

Kill a Mockingbird," where the physicality of the scene communicates

significant character insights.

Action paragraphs, crucial for maintaining momentum, should be concise,

ideally no longer than four lines, and should align with the visual dynamics

of a scene. This technique enhances the storytelling by engaging the reader's

imagination and ensuring the script reads smoothly.

The principles of screenplay writing dictate that scripts remain in the present

tense and focus on what is visually represented on screen. Internal thoughts

and emotions should emerge through action and dialogue rather than direct

exposition.

To cultivate these skills, practical exercises are recommended. Writers

should practice cutting unnecessary adverbs and adjectives, simplifying their
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sentence structures, and honing their ability to convey meaning through

action. Transforming dialogue-heavy segments into more visually-driven

narratives will further strengthen the impact of their writing.

In conclusion, writers who adopt a visual, action-based approach and

minimize reliance on dialogue can create scripts that resonate more

effectively with readers and future audiences, making their stories not just

read but vividly experienced.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9 Life Support for Your Protagonist

### LIFE SUPPORT FOR YOUR PROTAGONIST

Importance of Supporting Characters  

In storytelling, a rich and engaging narrative transcends a mere conflict

between protagonist and antagonist; the inclusion of supporting characters is

vital for depth and complexity. These characters not only illuminate aspects

of the main character but also enhance thematic elements within the story.

For instance, in *The Wizard of Oz*, each supporting character embodies

different facets of Dorothy’s personality, aiding her growth and

self-discovery throughout her journey.

Character Arcs and Contrasts  

Supporting characters play a crucial role in defining and contrasting with the

protagonist, emphasizing their traits and inner conflicts. In *The Green

Mile*, the diverse personalities surrounding Paul not only enrich the

narrative but also showcase his compassion, which becomes a central theme.

This contrast not only develops the protagonist’s character but also propels

the overall storyline forward.
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Practical Steps for Developing Supporting Characters  

To create impactful supporting characters, it is essential to assign each a

distinct purpose within the narrative. Characters that lack significance may

need to be cut or refined. Giving them unique traits or quirks not only

enhances their memorability but can also serve to inject humor or tension

into the story, further augmenting the protagonist's journey.

Character Examples  

Specific examples exemplify the effectiveness of supporting roles. In

*Beverly Hills Cop*, Serge’s distinctive accent and eccentric mannerisms

provide a humorous foil to Eddie Murphy’s character, enriching the comedic

elements of the film. Similarly, J.D. in *Thelma & Louise* emerges as a

pivotal supporting character whose presence is crucial to Thelma's

development, illustrating how well-constructed secondary roles can

significantly impact the protagonist's arc.

Cohesion in Character Development  

While it is not essential for every supporting character to have their own

story arc, their contributions to the protagonist's journey or the overarching

plot are critical. Supporting characters should either reflect or challenge the

traits of the main character, creating a textured narrative landscape that

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


deepens the reader’s engagement.

To Do  

As you craft your story, take time to identify key supporting characters and

equip them with distinct quirks and traits that seamlessly integrate into your

central narrative and its dynamics. This will enhance both the depth of your

protagonist and the overall storytelling experience.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10 Paring It Down

Summary of Chapter 10: Paring It Down

This chapter underscores the critical relationship between a screenplay's

length and its effectiveness in capturing the attention of readers, especially

producers and executives, who tend to favor shorter scripts due to their

limited time.

The initial focus is on the importance of length in a script. Readers

 instinctively judge scripts based on their page count, often shying away

from those exceeding 120 pages. This aversion isn’t just professional but

rooted in a universal tendency to be daunted by lengthy texts. The chapter

outlines page count expectations across various genres: for instance,

 children's films comfortably fit around 80 pages while comedies hover

closer to 95 pages, emphasizing that anything above 120 calls for significant

editing.

To ensure clarity and engagement, the author advocates for a ruthless editing

 approach, recommending a 10% reduction in the script's content. This

 involves scrutinizing each scene to verify that it either propels the narrative

forward or contributes to character development.
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The chapter details several actionable steps for reducing page count:

1. Evaluate the Beat Sheet: Assess the significance of each narrative

 beat, eliminating or merging those that do not advance the plot or enrich

character insight.

2. Cutting Scenes: Implement a goal to remove 10% of existing scenes,

 thereby streamlining the overall narrative.

3. Tightening Scene Content: Enter scenes at pivotal moments and exit

 before unnecessary exposition sets in, focusing more on action than

mundane details.

4. Dialogue Efficiency: Encourage brevity in dialogue to contain

 essential information while discarding filler words, repetitive phrases, and

redundancies.

To reinforce these principles, the chapter offers practical exercises. One

 example illustrates the process of shortening a beat sheet for a children's

film, whereby a 10% reduction considerably enhances the pace and clarity.

Another exercise provides a side-by-side comparison of an original scene

and its tightened version, highlighting the substantial impact of brevity on

readability and narrative engagement.

In conclusion, the chapter champions the art of concise writing in

screenplays, insisting that authors must vigorously edit their work. This
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discipline ensures that every word and scene carries weight, culminating in a

more compelling and reader-friendly script.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11 Where Am I?

### WHERE AM I?

This chapter serves as a crucial checkpoint in your script development

journey, guiding you through an important evaluation process known as the

Script Status Report (SSR). The SSR is designed to provide a comprehensive

assessment of your script's current state, fostering a more objective

perspective on its strengths and weaknesses.

### Script Status Report (SSR)

1. Project Name: Begin with the title of your script, which encapsulates

 its essence and invites curiosity.

2. Premise: Summarize the core theme or idea of your story in a single

 impactful sentence, providing a clear snapshot of what your narrative

explores.

3. Main Character: Identify your protagonist—the character through

 whose eyes the story unfolds. A succinct description here clarifies their role

in the narrative.
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4. Character Goals: 

   - At the end of the first act, articulate what the main character desires to

achieve.

   - By the midpoint, delve deeper into their essential wants, revealing

underlying motivations.

5. Internal and External Conflicts:

   - Examine obstacles that hinder the protagonist's pursuit of their goals,

showcasing the challenges they face.

   - Identify the antagonist—whether a person, concept, or force—that

directly opposes your protagonist’s objectives.

6. Character Development: Reflect on the protagonist's journey,

 specifically the personal flaw they must confront and learn from throughout

the story.

7. Supporting Characters: List significant characters who contribute to

 the narrative. Describe their motivations, relationships with the protagonist,

and their relevance to the story's emotional fabric, including the antagonist’s

role.

8. Genre: Establish the genre to guide the tone, style, and structure of
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 your script, whether it be drama, comedy, thriller, or another classification.

9. Protagonist’s Everyday Life: Paint a picture of the protagonist's

 typical daily existence, offering insight into their world before the inciting

events of the story unfold.

10. Key Plot Points:

    - Identify the inciting incident that catalyzes the story.

    - Clarify the act one goal and plan that propels the protagonist forward.

    - Highlight the midpoint, where significant revelations or shifts occur.

    - Note the act two curtain (low point) that poses the greatest challenge for

the protagonist.

    - Outline the final challenge they must confront before reaching

resolution.

    - Conclude with their return to normal life after experiencing personal

growth or change.

11. Assessment:

    - Consider what elements of the script are effective and resonate well with

your vision.

    - Identify any aspects that are underdeveloped or problematic.

    - Determine what changes are necessary for improvement and clarity.
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### Next Steps

After completing the SSR, take a moment to evaluate your findings with

honesty and insight. If you're satisfied with the current state of your script,

you may proceed to the next chapter. However, if you encounter issues or

uncertainties, be prepared to revisit and refine specific elements in multiple

drafts, ensuring your work evolves towards its fullest potential.
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Chapter 12: 12 The Right Look

### THE RIGHT LOOK

Guidelines vs. Rules  

When it comes to screenplay writing, the landscape is defined more by

guidelines than rigid rules. Adhering to conventional practices can lead to a

polished script, yet breaking away from them can introduce a unique flavor

to the narrative. For instance, Shane Black’s innovative techniques in films

like "Lethal Weapon" captivate audiences with their fresh approach,

although these methods may feel clichéd today due to frequent replication.

Speeding Up Your Script  

To keep the reader engaged, it's vital to streamline the screenplay’s structure.

Excessive use of slug lines can fragment the flow, causing readers to lose

momentum. Instead of cluttering your script with multiple scene headings,

implement concise transitions that maintain a seamless narrative.

Furthermore, traditional transitions like "CUT TO" or "DISSOLVE TO" are

often unnecessary; relying on visual cues can convey the passage of time

more naturally and keep the pace brisk.
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Attention to Detail  

The integrity of a screenplay hinges on meticulous attention to detail—errors

in spelling, grammar, and punctuation can significantly detract from reader

immersion. A script that is carefully proofread showcases a writer's

commitment to their craft, allowing the story itself to shine without

distraction. By presenting a polished work, you affirm your professionalism

and enhance the overall reading experience.

Focusing the Reader’s Attention  

Screenplays primarily communicate through words, not directing nuances.

It’s essential to avoid excessive direction that might stifle the reader's

imagination. Instead, strategically guiding their focus on key elements

through techniques like capitalization and line breaks can create an engaging

experience without crossing into directorial territory. This way, you

empower readers to visualize the unfolding story while still providing

essential cues.

Pacing Your Story  

Pacing is crucial in maintaining reader interest, intricately weaving tension

and relief throughout the narrative. A well-paced story features rising

challenges for the protagonist, drawing readers in and making them invested
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in the journey. Balancing intense scenes with quieter moments creates a

dynamic rhythm, ensuring that the narrative flows like a captivating roller

coaster of peaks and valleys. Varied pacing mimics the natural ebb and flow

of storytelling, ultimately enhancing engagement and emotional impact.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13 Finishing

Finishing

In the journey of scriptwriting, determining when a script is ready for

submission can often be subjective. Esteemed writers Michael Colleary,

Robin Schiff, and Ron Bass highlight the balance of proofreading,

professionalism, and personal conviction in this process. For novice writers,

assembling a trusted group of advisers can be instrumental; these individuals

can provide valuable constructive feedback and support as the script

develops.

Last Checks Before Submission

Prior to sending your script to agents or producers, it’s crucial to conduct

thorough reviews, referred to as “passes,” each focusing on different

elements of the script:

1. Structure: Assess whether the script maintains a strong equilibrium

 and includes a coherent beginning, middle, and end in its scenes.

2. Conflict: Ensure that each scene contributes meaningfully to the

 overall narrative, eliminating any that are extraneous.
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3. Descriptive Paragraphs: Check for clarity and vivid imagery, as well

 as grammatical accuracy.

4. Dialogue Passes: 

    - For the main character, confirm consistency in voice and

 distinctiveness.

    - Execute similar evaluations for the antagonist.

    - Ensure that supporting characters maintain their unique voices and

 consistency.

5. Overall Cuts: Identify and remove nonessential scenes, trimming any

 superfluous dialogue for tighter narrative flow.

6. Final Pass: This is the last opportunity to check spelling, punctuation,

 and the script's coherence.

The Importance of First and Last Pages

The opening and closing sections of the script hold significant weight:

- The first five pages must capture the reader’s interest immediately and

 introduce the main character in a compelling way, setting the stage for the

story to unfold.

- The last five pages should aim to leave a lasting impression on the

 audience, inviting discussions and reflections long after the script is
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finished.

Final Preparations

In the final stretch, reviewing the script status report is vital. Address any

outstanding issues, finalize the script, and ensure it is registered with the

Writer’s Guild before sending it to potential readers or producers.

Selling Your Script

To navigate the landscape of script selling, writers are encouraged to explore

resources like Kathie Fong Yoneda's insightful book on the subject, as well

as utilizing the Writers Guild's extensive agent list. Networking within your

writing community can help foster connections, but it's imperative to ensure

your script doesn’t go unnoticed.

Celebrate Your Accomplishment

Once you've successfully completed and submitted your script, take a

moment to unwind and celebrate this significant achievement. This pause is

essential for recharging your creative energy before diving into the next draft

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


or project.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14 Applying Rewrite Techniques
to Webisodes,

Summary of Chapter 14: Applying Rewrite Techniques to Various Media

Introduction to Storytelling in New Media  

The contemporary entertainment landscape is shaped by rapid technological

advancements, yet the essence of storytelling remains constant. Engaging

characters and compelling narratives are foundational across diverse

mediums such as television, web series, comics, and video games.

Understanding these storytelling fundamentals can enhance narratives

regardless of format.

Sitcom Structure  

Sitcoms typically follow a streamlined two-act format characterized by

seven distinct narrative points:

1. Ordinary Life: Introduces characters in their everyday settings while

 presenting the central conflict.

2. The Inciting Incident: A pivotal moment that triggers the

 protagonist's desire to take action.

3. Act 1: The character begins to seek solutions and formulates a plan to
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 confront the issue at hand.

4. Midpoint: A crucial twist that adds complexity to the plot, shifting

 character dynamics.

5. Low Point: The protagonist encounters significant obstacles, creating

 a sense of impending failure towards the end of Act 2.

6. Final Challenge: The climactic confrontation that ultimately resolves

 the initial problem.

7. Tag: Concludes the episode by returning to normalcy, often

 incorporated with humor before the credits roll.

One-Hour Dramatic Structure  

In contrast, one-hour dramas present a varied structure that can often

resemble feature films, especially on premium networks. These dramas may

utilize multiple acts while effectively integrating commercial breaks without

sacrificing narrative coherence.

Writing the Television Movie  

Television movies share structural similarities with feature films but

frequently adopt a seven-act setup, particularly on networks like Lifetime

and Hallmark. Understanding specific network requirements enhances the

rewriting process, ensuring scripts align with audience expectations.
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Writing for the Web  

Web content exhibits a broad spectrum of styles, ranging from brief sketches

to episodic series. Despite its less rigid structure, successful web series

incorporate the foundational seven points of storytelling to captivate viewers

and sustain interest.

Other Media Considerations  

Other mediums, including comics, graphic novels, and video games, can

also employ similar storytelling frameworks. While each has its unique

visual storytelling methods, the core principles of rewriting and narrative

construction apply broadly across formats.

Actionable Advice  

For those lacking a web series concept, a practical approach is to adapt an

existing feature film script into ten concise web episodes. Each episode

should incorporate the essential seven points and conclude with a cliffhanger

to maximize viewer engagement and retention. This strategy not only fosters

creativity but ensures that the narrative remains compelling across different

platforms.
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