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About the book

In "Rich People Problems," Kevin Kwan once again immerses readers in the

opulent world of Asia’s wealthy elite, following the interwoven lives of its

characters against the backdrop of family rivalry and societal expectations.

The novel begins with Nicholas Young racing to the hospital where his

beloved grandmother, Su Yi, is gravely ill. Su Yi, the matriarch of the

influential Shang-Young family, is sitting on a fortune that includes the

extravagant estate of Tyersall Park in Singapore. As news of her condition

spreads, her relatives descend upon her bedside, motivated not by concern

for her wellbeing but by the prospect of inheriting her vast wealth. This

creates an explosive environment filled with competition, jealousy, and

cutthroat tactics that involve everything from fashion sabotage to scandalous

betrayals.

Amidst this family chaos, Astrid Leong stands at the crossroads of her own

tumultuous life. Having long wrestled with her feelings for Charlie Wu, her

former love, she now faces the threats posed by her vindictive ex-husband,

who is determined to undermine her happiness. Astrid’s struggle reflects

broader themes of love and loyalty, showcasing the emotional turbulence

that wealth can exacerbate.

Meanwhile, Kitty Pong, who has married one of the richest men in China,

grapples with her insecurities in a world filled with elite socialites. As she

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


navigates her new position in high society, her relationship with her

glamorous stepdaughter, Colette Bing, adds layers of complexity and

introspection to her character. Kitty’s journey highlights the often hidden

vulnerabilities that accompany immense wealth and public scrutiny.

The narrative spans luxurious locales, including the vibrant streets of Manila

and the serene Sulu Sea, portraying a captivating world where laughter and

heartache intertwine. With unexpected twists and comedic elements, Kwan

reveals the absurdities and realities of the lives of the ultra-rich,

encapsulating the essence of "rich people problems." As the plot unfolds, the

characters confront not only their personal challenges but also the intricate

dynamics of a family united by blood yet divided by ambition, providing a

thought-provoking lens into the human condition amid affluence and

privilege.
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About the author

In Kevin Kwan's engaging and satirical exploration of wealth, class, and

family dynamics within the Asian elite, his novels are a vibrant tapestry that

reflects the complexities of modern relationships entwined with cultural

heritage.

### Crazy Rich Asians

The story centers around Rachel Chu, an American-born Chinese economics

professor, who learns that her boyfriend, Nick Young, hails from one of the

wealthiest families in Singapore. As the couple travels to Singapore for a

wedding, Rachel finds herself thrust into a world of opulence and prestige

that is alien to her. Navigating the social minefields of high-society life, she

faces scrutiny from Nick’s mother, Eleanor Young, a formidable matriarch

who is intent on ensuring that Nick marries a woman of equal social

standing. The narrative cleverly juxtaposes Rachel’s down-to-earth

sensibilities against the glittering lifestyle of Singapore’s elite, highlighting

themes of identity, belonging, and love's resilience amidst societal pressure.

### China Rich Girlfriend

The sequel picks up with Rachel having married Nick, but tensions arise as

she continues to struggle with her place within his affluent family. The story

expands to include new characters like Colette Bing, a glamorous heiress

whose wealthy background complicates Rachel's life. As Rachel discovers
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more about Nick's family's complex history and her own roots, the theme of

family loyalty emerges alongside comedic misadventures in the high circles

of Chinese wealth. The book dives deeper into themes of romance, betrayal,

and the lengths individuals will go to protect their status and loved ones.

### Rich People Problems

In the third installment, the narrative shifts focus to the impending death of

Su Yi, the matriarch of the Young family, who calls upon her family to

reconcile their differences. This chapter explores the dynamics of familial

duty and inheritance as various family members vie for Su Yi’s affections

and financial legacy. The plot masterfully intertwines personal stories of

love, ambition, and greed, all framed against the backdrop of lavish family

gatherings and the looming question of who will inherit the family's wealth.

Surprising revelations about character motivations, coupled with deep-seated

rivalries, spark both conflict and humor.

### Sex & Vanity

Kwan's latest work takes readers into the world of the ultra-rich

Asian-American diaspora, focusing on the life of Lucie Churchill, a biracial

protagonist navigating love and identity within Manhattan's elite social

scene. The novel examines themes of privilege, cultural clashes, and social

expectations through Lucie's whirlwind romance with a wealthy Asian man,

culminating in a summer wedding that reflects both traditions and modern
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sensibilities. Kwan expertly blends humor and social commentary, critiquing

the absurdities of the elite while lovingly portraying the characters’ journeys

of self-discovery and the quest for acceptance.

Through all these stories, Kwan expertly balances humor with poignant

observations about wealth, identity, and familial bonds. His characters are

rich with depth, representing various facets of contemporary Asian life while

inviting readers to reflect on the contrasting worlds of affluence and

authenticity. Kwan's work remains relevant, shedding light on the societal

pressures surrounding wealth and love, making his narratives not just

entertaining but also incisive explorations of the human experience.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

Chapter 1 Summary: Davos, Switzerland

In the enchanting, snow-covered landscape of Davos, Switzerland, Edison

Cheng—affectionately known as Eddie—basks in the glow of his recent

promotion to senior executive vice chairman of Private Banking at the

Liechtenburg Group. This high-profile position grants him access to the elite

circle of the World Economic Forum, where global leaders converge to

discuss pressing issues such as climate change and inequality. Clad in a

lavish suit and sporting an extravagant watch, Eddie relishes the networking

opportunities available to him in this opulent setting.

Amid the lively atmosphere, Eddie unexpectedly crosses paths with Charlie

Wu, a celebrated tech magnate from Asia and an old friend. Eager to catch

up, Eddie proudly displays his 'delegate' badge, a token of his newfound

status. However, when Charlie reveals his own exclusive badge that signifies

his standing among world leaders, Eddie feels a twinge of envy, highlighting

his preoccupation with social ranking and appearances. This moment

encapsulates Eddie's character—his superficiality often starkly contrasts

with Charlie's more laid-back and authentic demeanor.

The chapter takes a sudden and somber turn when Alice, Charlie’s assistant,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


arrives with distressing news: Charlie's daughters, Chloe and Delphine, have

gone missing. This alarming turn of events triggers painful memories for

Charlie, who recalls a devastating family trauma related to the kidnapping of

his own brother. As Alice briefs Charlie on the ongoing investigation, it

becomes evident that matters are grim; his estranged wife, Isabel, may have

fled the country without leaving any trace.

This opening chapter deftly weaves together themes of status, jealousy, and

family disarray, setting the stage for a gripping narrative that explores the

hidden struggles faced by the elite. The contrasting lives of Eddie and

Charlie serve to illuminate the complexities of social standing and personal

challenges, foreshadowing deeper issues that will unfold as the story

progresses. The tone established here hints at a tumultuous journey ahead,

marked by the intersection of wealth, fame, and the fragility of familial

bonds.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

Chapter 2 Summary: Fullerton Hotel, Singapore

In a vibrant scene set at the opulent Fullerton Hotel, Rosalind Fung, a

privileged heiress, orchestrates a grand Christian Fellowship Banquet

attended by 300 of her affluent friends. The event is not only a spiritual

gathering but also a highly coveted social occasion, with guests drawn to the

delectable buffet curated by Rosalind’s personal chefs.

As the women feast on a variety of exquisite dishes, they engage in

lighthearted yet cutting gossip. The focus falls on Araminta Lee, who has

recently endured a miscarriage, drawing attention to her perceived aging. In

this circle, the pressure to maintain youth and beauty is palpable, especially

for Araminta and her husband, Colin, who face societal scrutiny regarding

their failure to produce an heir—an expectation deeply ingrained in their

family’s legacy.

Amidst the chatter, Astrid emerges, captivating everyone with her grace and

defying the aging norms that seem to affect others. Her striking presence

contrasts sharply with Araminta’s struggles, underscoring the harsh

standards of beauty that permeate elite social life.
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The calm atmosphere shatters when Isabel Wu, the estranged wife of

affluent businessman Charlie Wu, crashes the event, bringing along Charlie's

two daughters. In a dramatic confrontation, Isabel accuses Astrid of having

an affair with her husband, igniting gasps of shock throughout the ballroom.

The tension escalates further when Isabel impulsively throws a bowl of spicy

laksa at Astrid, splattering several guests and heightening the chaos of the

moment.

This chapter deftly explores central themes of societal expectations, the

precariousness of reputation, and the harsh judgments that characterize the

lives of the elite. Through the women’s interactions, infused with humor and

drama, the narrative sets a compelling backdrop for the emotional conflicts

and evolving dynamics within this high-stakes social circle.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 

Chapter 3 Summary: The Call to Home

In Chapter 3 of *Rich People Problems*, Nick Young finds himself at a Patti

Smith concert, enjoying the vibrant atmosphere, when a deluge of urgent

messages from his mother, Eleanor, disrupts his evening. The urgency

escalates with the shocking news that his grandmother, Ah Ma, has suffered

a heart attack. This alarming revelation swiftly dampens the excitement of

the concert and shifts Nick's focus to the wellbeing of his family.

Stepping out into the lively streets of New York with his wife, Rachel, Nick

calls Eleanor for clarification. Their conversation is a chaotic blend of

anxiety and Eleanor’s trademark humor, balancing her concern for Ah Ma's

health with musings on hospital gossip, including the arrival of Singapore’s

First Lady—a detail that underscores the family's social status. While

Eleanor reassures Nick that Ah Ma is stable, she emphasizes the urgency of

his presence at home, hinting at the gravity of the situation.

The chapter intricately explores the dynamics within the Young family,

particularly Nick’s historically close yet now strained relationship with Ah

Ma. Their estrangement stems from a fallout regarding Nick's choice of

partner—Rachel, whose modest background starkly contrasts with the
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opulent expectations of his family. This conflict between loyalty to family

and his love for Rachel adds a layer of complexity to Nick’s character, as he

grapples with feelings of obligation versus his desire to forge his own path.

As they reflect beside a serene pool in the heart of the city, contemplating

their dinner plans, Nick’s internal struggle becomes palpable. While Rachel

expresses her concern for Ah Ma and supports Nick's deliberation regarding

a trip home, Nick remains hesitant. Despite his love for Rachel and his

desire to build a life in New York, the weight of family expectations looms

large.

This chapter poignantly conveys the theme of familial ties—even when

strained—drawing one back to moments of crisis and potential

reconciliation. It captures Nick’s torn identity, caught between the allure of

his current life in America and the responsibilities anchored in Singapore.

As the narrative unfolds, it sets the stage for deeper familial conflicts and the

possibilities for resolution, highlighting the enduring pull of home amidst

personal dilemmas.
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Chapter 4: 

In Chapter 4 of "Rich People Problems," we follow Astrid Leong Teo as she

 grapples with the stress and confusion of a family crisis at Mount Elizabeth

Hospital in Singapore, where her grandmother has just suffered a heart

attack. Surrounded by a cacophony of family members and dignitaries,

Astrid feels overwhelmed by the expectations placed upon her, particularly

with the added burden of catering logistics for an impending family

gathering.

Seeking solace, she steps outside to connect with her boyfriend, Charlie Wu,

via WhatsApp. Their exchange highlights the emotional strain of the day;

while her grandmother's condition is stable, the atmosphere remains tense

and uncertain. Charlie informs Astrid about their mutual friend Isabel, who

has recently created a stir by withdrawing her children from school during a

tumultuous divorce. The pressures of her family’s situation have clearly

taken a toll on Isabel, adding another layer of stress to Astrid's already

tumultuous day.

As they communicate, both Astrid and Charlie express concern for the

children involved in Isabel's upheaval and share an innate need for comfort

amidst the chaotic circumstances. Astrid learns that Isabel's frantic attempts

to reach her at the hospital have been amplified through social media,

illustrating the interconnectedness of their social circles.
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Reflecting on her family dynamics, Astrid becomes acutely aware of the

challenges she faces: the looming family drama tied to her grandmother's

health and the complications stemming from her own divorce from Michael,

her estranged husband. Themes of familial duty, emotional turbulence, and

the pressures of high-society living permeate their heartfelt conversation. 

With a wry blend of humor and anxiety, Astrid steels herself to prepare her

family for the inevitable confrontations that are set to emerge during this

crisis. The chapter hints at an impending family reunion filled with drama

that would rival a "Game of Thrones" episode, setting the stage for conflict

and tension that will inevitably follow.

Through Astrid’s eyes, we witness her resilience, the weight of family

obligations, and her quest for love amid chaos, effectively illustrating how

personal struggles intertwine with the expectations of a privileged yet

perilous lifestyle.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In Chapter Five, we enter the opulent world of Giambattista Valli's atelier in

 Paris, where Kitty Bing indulges in a shopping spree alongside her affluent

friends. Adorned in an exquisite €175,000 gown, Kitty savors the perks of

her status as Mrs. Jack Bing, now one of the world's wealthiest women.

However, her daughter Gisele is lost in thoughts of ice cream, highlighting

the stark contrast between the adult fascination with luxury and the simple

desires of childhood.

As Kitty admires her glamorous surroundings, her introspective musings

reveal a tumultuous past marked by ambition and resilience. Hailing from

humble beginnings in China, her ascent to wealth and stature illustrates both

her determination and the sacrifices she made along the way. This backdrop

sets the stage for a reflection on the emptiness that sometimes accompanies

material success, as Kitty soon discovers that beauty and luxury can lose

their allure over time.

The narrative shifts dramatically with the reveal of a stunning gown inspired

by the renowned artist Gustav Klimt, designed for Kitty's estranged

stepdaughter, Colette Bing. Colette's unexpected engagement to

environmental lawyer Lucien Montagu-Scott stirs tensions among Kitty and

her friends, igniting gossip and competitive jabs reflective of their

superficial social circle.
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Their conversation sheds light on the absurdities of their reality, particularly

regarding beauty standards and cultural perceptions of mixed-race children,

further emphasizing the shallow dynamics at play within their wealthy

enclave. In a moment of frustration, Kitty inadvertently tears the intricate

gown, a symbolic act that encapsulates her inner turmoil and the complexity

of her relationships despite her surrounding privilege.

Overall, this chapter deftly juxtaposes the glamorous facade of high society

with the deeper, often murky complexities of personal connections and the

sacrifices that accompany a life steeped in luxury.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 

In Chapter Six of "Rich People Problems," the narrative unfolds within the

 lavish yet fraught environment of 11 Nassim Road, a stunning Black and

White colonial house in Singapore that symbolizes the Leong family's

affluent heritage. Astrid Leong returns to her childhood home, acutely aware

that her arrival coincides with a brewing family crisis linked to a scandal

involving her and her ex-boyfriend, Charlie Wu, which has been

sensationalized in a gossip column.

The chapter opens with a tense family breakfast characterized by emotional

turmoil. Astrid's mother, Felicity, is particularly distressed over the gossip

that suggests Astrid is involved in an affair with Charlie Wu, a wealthy

businessman currently undergoing a tumultuous divorce from his wife,

Isabel. The family’s concern for their reputation, deeply tied to their

esteemed social standing, looms large, particularly given Astrid's close

connection to Singapore's elite.

As the breakfast discussion heats up, it exposes fraught family dynamics

marked by accusations and defenses. Felicity and her husband, Harry,

express outrage at Astrid, believing her actions have jeopardized their

family's honor. In response, Astrid vehemently insists that her relationship

with Charlie only began after his separation from Isabel, asserting her

innocence regarding any misconduct. The situation escalates when Harry,
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usually reserved, reveals his frustration, underscoring the societal pressures

weighing on the family, particularly with the added stress of their

grandmother's declining health.

In a twist, we learn that Astrid's estranged husband, Michael, has intervened

to have the damaging article retracted, presenting a layer of complexity to

their marriage. While his actions suggest a protective instinct towards

Astrid, they also bring to light underlying tensions and questions about his

motivations, further complicating their strained relationship.

Through this chapter, themes of family loyalty, societal pressures, and the

quest for personal fulfillment resonate deeply. Astrid finds herself at a

crossroads, torn between her yearning for happiness and the heavy

expectations imposed by her family’s legacy. As the chapter comes to a

close, the implications of the gossip scandal reveal themselves to be

far-reaching, suggesting significant challenges for Astrid’s relationships and

her family's reputation in the elite circles of Singaporean society.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

Chapter 7 Summary: Navigating Family Dynamics and Forgiveness

In this chapter, Rachel Chu, a professor at New York University, enjoys a

slice of German chocolate cake with her suitemate, Sylvia, when her mother,

Kerry Chu, calls from a family cruise in Panama. The call is filled with

amusing family gossip, including stories of extravagant outfits and gambling

antics. Yet, amid the levity, Kerry broaches serious topics about Rachel’s

boyfriend, Nick Young, and his ailing grandmother.

Kerry reveals that she has been in contact with Nick’s formidable mother,

Eleanor Young, who is eagerly pushing for Nick to return to Singapore. With

the looming possibility of his grandmother's death, Eleanor emphasizes the

importance of family duty and the inheritance tied to Tyersall Park, the

family estate. Kerry subtly appeals to Rachel's ambitions, suggesting that

Nick's inheritance could significantly enhance their life together.

As Rachel grapples with her mother’s pressure, she emphasizes to Kerry that

wealth doesn't define their happiness. She feels caught between her own

values and the burdens of familial expectations, asserting that being by

Nick's grandmother's side holds more weight than financial gain.
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The narrative then transitions to a lunch scene at Tea & Sympathy, a quaint

restaurant where Rachel brings up the emotional strain on Nick regarding his

family obligations. Nick expresses his reluctance to reconnect with his

grandmother due to unresolved grievances stemming from her treatment of

Rachel. This complexity highlights the tension between family loyalty and

personal boundaries.

Rachel encourages Nick to consider forgiveness, proposing that a visit could

be an opportunity for healing. Here, the conversation explores deeper themes

of family loyalty, cultural expectations, and the weighing of emotional

legacies against material ones.

Ultimately, Rachel urges Nick to embark on the trip to confront his family

issues alone, signaling a desire to mend familial ties and address the past.

This chapter poignantly navigates the intricate balance of love, obligation,

and the difficult choices faced as both Rachel and Nick confront their

intertwined yet distinct family legacies.
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Chapter 8: 

Chapter Eight Summary

In the vibrant landscape of Bombay, this chapter of "Rich People Problems"

centers on Su Yi, who embarks on an emotional journey filled with

reflection and cultural discovery. Accompanied by a stylish companion with

impeccably manicured nails, Su Yi explores a bustling market, captivated by

colorful wax sculptures. These sculptures are significant rituals for prayer, as

they are burned as offerings, symbolizing hope and connection to the divine.

Su Yi feels a resonance with these rituals, particularly as they mirror her

own struggles concerning her family back in Singapore, where tensions run

high due to the ongoing war.

Their exploration leads them to Mount Mary Church, a place steeped in

spirituality, where Su Yi confronts her feelings of longing for her family.

Engaging in a candle-lighting ritual, she prays for her loved ones, using this

moment of reflection to process the turmoil in her life. This intimate act

evolves into a poignant confession, revealing her complex emotions about

her relationship with "James," a name that embodies poignant connections

and unresolved issues.

The narrative takes a sharp turn as Su Yi suddenly finds herself in a hospital
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room, awakening after a heart-related incident. This stark juxtaposition

emphasizes a crucial theme: the contrast between the lavish world of high

society and the raw realities of life and health. Here, the dynamic between

Su Yi and her daughter Felicity unfolds. Felicity, fraught with anxiety,

contrasts sharply with the calm presence of Astrid, Su Yi's other daughter.

As Felicity grapples with her fears and tries to care for Su Yi, the

complexities of their familial relationship surface.

Astrid enters the scene with poise and determination, taking charge of her

mother’s care. Her strength is matched by Su Yi’s introspection, as

memories of her family's history weigh heavily upon her, illustrating the

burden of legacy and expectations. The chapter intricately weaves themes of

family bonds, cultural identity, and the push and pull between wealth and

vulnerability.

As Su Yi articulates her dreams tied to her past, the emotional stakes

intensify. Her hints at unresolved matters and the responsibilities she wishes

Astrid to attend to deepen the narrative. Overall, this chapter vividly

captures the tension between tradition and modernity, love and duty, all set

against a richly described backdrop that immerses the reader in the

complexities of upper-class Asian society.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 

Chapter 9 Summary: Tyersall Park, Singapore

In this chapter, we explore the life of Ah Ling, the head housekeeper at

Tyersall Park, a magnificent estate in Singapore owned by the wealthy Tay

family. Ah Ling reminisces about her journey from a small village in China

to this world of luxury, emphasizing her connection to her roots through her

love for Ying de hong cha, a special tea sent by her brother each year.

At the age of sixteen, driven by a thirst for adventure, Ah Ling left her

family behind. Her early days of working for the Tay family marked the

beginning of her remarkable journey, highlighting her transformation from a

junior maid to the respected head housekeeper. This role not only reflects

her resilience but also her ability to navigate and adapt to the elite circles of

Singaporean society. Her excitement about being assigned to the Tay

household and later interacting with the affluent Young family illustrates her

awe of the lavish lifestyle she has become part of.

The narrative takes a lighter turn when Ah Ling receives a visit from her

cousin, Ah Tock, who now manages a luxury concierge service aimed at

satisfying the extravagant whims of the wealthy, influenced by the opulence

surrounding him. Their friendly banter offers insights into family dynamics,
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the evolving work ethics of younger generations, and the nuances of serving

the elite.

However, the chapter takes a dramatic twist when news arrives that the

Cheng family, relatives with high expectations, will be arriving earlier than

anticipated. This unforeseen event disrupts Ah Ling's carefully orchestrated

plans for hosting and raises tensions within the household. The early arrival

of the Cheng family sheds light on the complexities of class and familial

hierarchies, demonstrating that the pressures of societal expectations extend

beyond the elite to those who serve them.

Overall, the chapter contrasts Ah Ling's modest beginnings with the

extravagant lifestyle of Tyersall Park, delving into themes of loyalty, the

struggles of maintaining tradition amidst change, and the burdens placed on

those in service. As the Young household braces for the Cheng family's

arrival, the stage is set for escalating drama and intricate family dynamics

that reflect the challenges of navigating wealth and status in contemporary

society.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

CHAPTER TEN SUMMARY: HOME SWEET HOME

In this chapter, we are introduced to the luxurious world of Porto Fino Elite

Estates in Shanghai, where Kitty Pong Tai Bing is settling into her new life

as Jack Bing's wife. Recently married, Kitty is determined to make the estate

a reflection of her personal style and status. With the help of a renowned

designer, she has overseen a complete overhaul of the estate’s decor and the

uniforms of the staff, opting for elegant black-tie attire to suit her lavish

tastes.

As she returns home with her children, Harvard and Gisele, Kitty is filled

with both excitement and anxiety. The once familiar grandeur of the estate

feels clouded by ongoing renovations, which she hopes will erase any

remnants of Jack's first wife, Colette. This shift in atmosphere not only

represents Kitty's ambitions but also hints at her insecurities regarding her

marriage and family dynamics.

Turning her attention to Jack, Kitty finds him indulging in a luxurious spa

treatment. In a moment of seemingly casual conversation, she reveals the

shocking news about Colette’s upcoming marriage to an Englishman. This

revelation quickly shifts the focus to financial discussions, exposing the
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curious gap in Kitty's knowledge as she learns about Colette’s substantial

trust fund, estimated at a staggering five billion dollars. This news sends

Kitty into a spiral of jealousy and insecurity, making her question her place

in Jack's life and the future of her children.

The chapter explores profound themes of wealth, envy, and the impact of

parental favoritism on blended families. Kitty's frustration mounts as she

realizes that Jack has provided significant financial support for his daughter,

leaving her feeling marginalized and worried about her own children's

future. Despite Jack's reassurances of his love for Kitty, he remains unaware

of her deep-seated feelings of inadequacy and resentment toward Colette's

legacy.

As tensions rise, Kitty's emotions reach a boiling point, prompting an

explosive confrontation with Jack, where her feelings of betrayal and neglect

are laid bare. This moment unveils the complexities of their relationship and

the intricate dynamics of their blended family, illuminated by Kitty's

struggle for acknowledgment and validation amidst the shine of their

glamorous life.

In essence, “Home Sweet Home” encapsulates Kitty's emotional turmoil as

she grapples with her self-worth and the fear of being overshadowed by

Colette’s presence in Jack’s life, painting a vivid picture of the challenges

that accompany wealth and blended family dynamics.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

Chapter 11 Summary: Hong Kong

In this chapter, Charlie Wu experiences a rare moment of tranquility

following a chaotic evening spent comforting his daughters, Chloe and

Delphine. Despite the laughter and tears stirred by their recent movie, "The

Fault in Our Stars," which left the girls emotionally overwhelmed, Charlie

feels the weight of his choices as a father. Seeking solace and advice, he

reaches out to his partner, Astrid, who is in Singapore.

During their conversation, Charlie reveals a significant development in his

ongoing custody battle with his estranged wife, Isabel. Isabel's recent

unpredictable behavior has inadvertently worked in Charlie's favor, setting

the stage for more promising negotiations regarding the girls' custody. This

news brings a sense of relief to Astrid, who begins to envision a hopeful

future with Charlie and their blended family, imagining moments of joy and

connection amidst their complicated lives.

As the conversation flows, Charlie invites Astrid to join him for a charity

polo match in India, sparking excitement and longing in both of them.

However, Astrid grapples with her obligations to her family, particularly her

grandmother's declining health, which weighs heavily on her mind. This
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internal struggle highlights her commitment to family loyalty while also

revealing her deep desire to be with Charlie. 

Their playful banter underscores the strength of their bond and the romantic

tension that exists between them, hinting at the possibility of a getaway

together in a lavish Indian palace. This enchanting scenario serves as both an

escape and a dilemma for Astrid, as she balances her responsibilities with

her yearning for personal happiness.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates themes of parental duty, romantic

yearning, and the pursuit of a fleeting escape. The narrative builds

anticipation for Charlie and Astrid's potential reunion amid the opulence of

an Indian palace, intertwining their individual journeys with the broader

backdrop of family dynamics and emotional connections.
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Chapter 12: 

In Chapter 12, titled "Changi Airport, Singapore," Nick Young makes his

 return to Singapore after years abroad, greeted by his best friend Colin

Khoo at the bustling Changi Airport. Their reunion is marked by playful

banter, with Colin teasing Nick about his laid-back style, prompting Nick to

reflect on his family's traditional values and their disapproval of his casual

demeanor.

As they drive through the vibrant city, the chapter highlights the extravagant

lives of the wealthy elite, with Colin showcasing his new luxury car.

However, beneath the surface of wealth, the chapter addresses serious

themes, particularly the stigma surrounding mental health in Singapore.

Colin shares the struggles his wife, Araminta (often affectionately referred to

as Minty), faces following a miscarriage, drawing attention to the immense

pressure affluent families endure to present a flawless image to society. In an

unexpected twist, Nick learns that Kitty Pong, a former rival, has

surprisingly offered support to Minty, illustrating how connections can form

in times of need, even among those previously at odds.

Nick's return is not merely for pleasure; he harbors the weighty intention of

reconciling with his estranged grandmother, Ah Ma, following a family

dispute. This emotional journey is complicated by his memories of the

mistreatment endured by his girlfriend, Rachel, at the hands of his relatives.
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As he navigates the streets of his childhood, reminiscing about his turbulent

family history—especially his parents’ explosive arguments that often drove

him to seek solace at Colin's home—the tone of the story shifts from

lighthearted to deeply introspective.

Upon reaching Tyersall Park, Ah Ma's residence, nostalgia mingles with

tension as Nick grapples with his past. A hurdle arises when a new security

guard at the gate fails to recognize him, symbolizing the changes that have

occurred within his family's world. Nevertheless, there remains a glimmer of

hope for a warm reunion as Nick strives to mend familial bonds and perhaps

find a path toward forgiveness.

Overall, this chapter artfully weaves humor, nostalgia, and emotional

weight, shining a light on the complexities of life among Singapore's elite

while delving into significant societal issues like mental health and the

pressures of maintaining a perfect facade, as well as the intricacies of

personal growth and reconciliation.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

Chapter 13 Summary

In this chapter of "Rich People Problems," Eddie is introduced to the arrival

of Auntie Catherine Aakara and her family at Tyersall Park, Singapore,

setting the stage for a clash of family dynamics against a backdrop of social

status. Eddie observes the modest motorcade of the Aakaras—comprised of

a blend of vehicles—contrasting sharply with his own family's impressive

fleet of matching luxury cars. This difference symbolizes the shifting

fortunes of the Aakara family, once renowned but now appearing less grand,

evoking Eddie's memories of their opulent Thai home during happier times.

Choosing to avoid the bustling family reception, Eddie hides away until the

initial greetings have passed. When Auntie Cat and her family finally enter,

her eccentric attire and robust demeanor stand in stark contrast to the

polished appearance of Eddie's immediate family, including his poised

mother, Alix, and his father. Through their discussions, Eddie's privileged

lifestyle becomes apparent, enhanced by a recent private jet trip taken after a

health scare involving his grandmother, Su Yi.

The narrative introduces Uncle Taksin, a charismatic figure still exuding

charm, alongside his son Adam, whose more casual style reflects a
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dissimilar path. Eddie admires Adam's wife, Piya, yet he feels disdain for

Adam's humble business ventures, viewing them as inferior to his own

wealth and connections. Their seemingly casual conversations reveal deeper

tensions stemming from class discrepancies and unresolved family issues,

particularly surrounding Su Yi’s deteriorating health.

As Eddie grapples with jealousy and resentment towards his cousins, who

appear to be visiting more out of obligation than genuine care, he’s troubled

by the idea that the Aakaras might be seeking both financial advantage and

influence over the family estate—Tyersall Park, which Eddie desires for

himself.

The chapter culminates in a poignant moment when Eddie finally visits Su

Yi, who remains spirited despite her frail appearance. Their interaction

showcases the intricacies of their familial bond but takes a serious turn when

Su Yi's distress over the mention of another grandson, Nicky, triggers a

medical scare. This incident highlights the fraught relationships within the

family, weaving together themes of loyalty, rivalry, and the emotional

weight of inheritance.

Overall, Chapter 13 deftly encapsulates the intersection of familial love,

societal status, and the tension of impending inheritance, blending humor

with the underlying complexities of family legacy. Eddie's mixture of

aspiration and frustration is compellingly portrayed, illuminating his
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navigation through a wealthy yet conflicted familial landscape.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 14: A Grand Proposal and Unexpected Revelations

In Chapter 14 of "Rich People Problems" by Kevin Kwan, Astrid is enjoying

a romantic getaway with her former college friend, Charlie, at the opulent

Umaid Bhawan Palace Hotel in Jodhpur, India. While the enchanting setting

offers a respite from her worries, Astrid harbors guilt for leaving her ailing

grandmother, Su Yi, back in Singapore. 

As the two share breakfast on a balcony overlooking the palace's grandeur,

the playful banter between them signifies a rekindled romance. The chapter

takes a memorable turn when Charlie proposes to Astrid atop a beautifully

adorned elephant, infusing the moment with Bollywood flair. In a thoughtful

gesture, Charlie has discreetly sought Su Yi's blessing, heightening the

romantic atmosphere as Astrid joyfully accepts the proposal. 

Yet, beneath the excitement, a darker narrative unfolds. Astrid's estranged

husband, Michael, looms ominously in the background, revealing his

cunning and manipulative nature. His threats of scandal, tied to a damaging

video of Astrid and Charlie, exacerbate an already tense situation as he vies

for custody of their son, Cassian. Michael's ambition to control the situation

intensifies the emotional stakes for Astrid.
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The chapter intricately examines themes of familial loyalty, societal

expectations, and the pressures that accompany great wealth. Astrid's

family's reactions to her engagement reveal the conflict between personal

desires and their self-serving interests, particularly as discussions about the

inheritance of Tyersall Park unfold. Tensions rise further with the emergence

of Eddie Cheng, a family member who feels wronged regarding the

inheritance, adding to the complex dynamics at play.

In summary, this chapter portrays a vivid landscape of privilege interwoven

with familial obligations and the emotional turmoil that arises from the

collision of love and loyalty. As Astrid embraces her newfound happiness,

the precarious nature of her situation hints at the conflicts and betrayals that

await, shaping the narrative trajectory for the challenges that lie ahead.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 

In Chapter 15 of "Rich People Problems," Wandi Meggaharto Widjawa and

 her mother, Adeline, travel to London under the pretense of attending a

fencing tournament for Wandi's nephew, Kristian. However, their true

purpose for the trip is to visit the renowned cosmetic doctor, Dr. Ben Stork,

reflecting the deep obsession with beauty prevalent in their affluent social

circle.

While waiting at the clinic, Wandi peruses British Tattle magazine, scanning

through party photos. She is captivated by an image of Colette Bing, an

Asian bride at a lavish high-society wedding. This discovery stirs Wandi's

competitive instincts and triggers her acute awareness of social standing, a

product of her upbringing as the daughter of an Indonesian Chinese oligarch.

As she scrutinizes Colette's modest appearance compared to her usually

glamorous persona, Wandi eagerly shares the photos with her friends

Georgina and Tatiana via WhatsApp.

The group's chat quickly transforms into lively gossip, as they dissect

Colette's choices and her new husband, Lucien Montagu-Scott, who hails

from British aristocracy. Lucien's lineage elevates Colette's marriage,

intensifying the stakes among the elite of their community. Their

conversation, filled with humor and playful rivalry, highlights the fierce

competition and social stratification inherent in their world.
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The dynamic shifts when Kitty, an unpredictable member of their circle,

joins the discussion. Her scathing remark about Colette being a "plain Jane"

without makeup accentuates the chapter's exploration of harsh beauty

standards and the societal pressures faced by women in their social strata. 

Overall, this chapter serves as a vivid portrayal of friendship, rivalry, and the

superficial nature of wealth and status, emphasizing the intricate interplay of

appearance, social hierarchy, and cultural expectations within high society.
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Chapter 16: 

### Summary of Chapter 16 - Rich People Problems

Chapter 16 transports us to the serene and mesmerizing Ranakpur temple in

India, where Su Yi finds solace among its exquisitely carved marble pillars

adorned with mythological deities. The temple's surreal atmosphere provides

a stark contrast to her inner turmoil, particularly her profound sadness

stemming from her brother’s mysterious disappearance during the

tumultuous backdrop of war in Singapore.

As Su Yi explores her surroundings, she meets Jai, a young priest whose

presence offers unexpected comfort. Their conversation becomes a cathartic

moment for her, allowing Su Yi to articulate her grief and the longing for her

missing brother. In a mystical twist, Jai channels her brother's voice,

delivering urgent messages that signal his perilous situation. This unsettling

connection emphasizes Su Yi's pivotal position within her family's struggles,

revealing both her emotional burden and her potential role in alleviating it.

The intensity of this emotional exchange, however, is abruptly interrupted

by her daughter, Victoria, whose incessant discussions about baptism expose

the fraying dynamics of their relationship. Victoria's concern for Su Yi’s

spiritual well-being clashes with her mother’s skepticism toward religious
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ritual, exemplifying the generational tensions that complicate their bond. Su

Yi's rejection of the baptism idea showcases her yearning for independence

against Victoria’s attempts to impose her beliefs.

Simultaneously, Su Yi's reflections on her past resurface, including a fraught

moment with her father during a previous wartime return to Singapore. This

memory illuminates the thematic elements of vulnerability, courage, and the

weight of familial obligations that Su Yi grapples with, situating her

character within the broader context of her affluent lifestyle juxtaposed with

real-world tragedies.

As the chapter unfolds, it skillfully weaves together Su Yi’s cultural

heritage, personal convictions, and desire for agency. Amidst her internal

battles and familial pressures, the narrative captures her yearning for

connection and closure, both for her present circumstances and her

unresolved past. This blend of the mystical and the everyday leaves readers

immersed in Su Yi’s journey, urging them to contemplate the complexities

of family, loss, and the quest for identity.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

In Chapter 17 of "Rich People Problems," the narrative unfolds at the gates

 of Tyersall Park, where Captain Vikram Ghale, the head of security for the

affluent Young family, faces a dilemma. He is approached by family

patriarch Philip Young and his estranged son Nicholas "Nicky" Young, who

has been exiled from the estate due to a bitter family feud, largely fueled by

Philip’s mother, Shang Su Yi.

The chapter captures a moment of escalating tension as Vikram grapples

with his duty to uphold security orders while striving to mediate the brewing

discord. Nicky's mother, Eleanor Young, passionately argues for entry,

denouncing the family's decision to hold a badminton match outside while

Shang, the matriarch, remains seriously ill indoors. Their fractious

discussions epitomize the conflicting loyalties within the family—the desire

for peace versus the need to assert one's rights.

As the Young family arrives at the estate, the contrast between their opulent

lifestyle and their internal strife is striking. Nicky's cold reception stands in

stark contrast to the warm welcome he receives from his cousin Alistair,

highlighting the fractured relationships woven through their family history.

This chapter poignantly illustrates the struggle between familial loyalty and

personal ambition, particularly as Philip, despite the resentment and disputes

surrounding Nicky's displacement, insists on seeing his ailing mother.
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Inside the estate, the moment is sobering as Philip confronts the reality of

Shang's declining health. Once a commanding figure, she now lies

vulnerable, underscoring the fragility of family bonds amidst inherited

wealth and legacy. Philip’s decision to remain by her side reinforces his

commitment to kinship, serving as a stark reminder that beneath the surface

of luxury and inheritance lies a complexity of emotional struggles and

unresolved conflicts. 

Throughout the chapter, themes of loyalty, familial duty, and the weight of

tradition resonate, illustrating how the Young family navigates their

intertwined lives amid wealth and expectation. The unspoken tensions and

the pressures tied to their legacy become palpable, inviting the reader to

reflect on the intricate dynamics of loyalty and estrangement that define their

experience.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 

In Chapter 18, titled "Rich People Problems," the narrative unfolds in the

 extravagant setting of Harlinscourt, the estate belonging to the Shang family

in Surrey, England. Here, we meet Jacqueline Ling, who indulges in the lush

surroundings and a sumptuous breakfast prepared by the talented chef

Marcus Sim. The Shang family, originally from Singapore, embodies a

fusion of Asian and British influences, which both fascinates and irks the

local elite, setting the stage for a luxurious yet contentious social

environment.

The dynamics within the Shang family come to life through Jacqueline's

interactions, particularly with Mabel Shang, the matriarch, who takes pride

in their exquisite hospitality. Their granddaughter, twelve-year-old Lucia,

stands out with her precocious debates on literature and culture, revealing

the complexities of heritage and identity that underpin the family's

interactions. The underlying tensions suggest different perspectives on

cultural assimilation and familial expectations.

The tone of the gathering shifts dramatically when Cassandra, a family

member, receives shocking news about Astrid Leong, who is engaged to

tech billionaire Charles Wu despite still being married. This revelation

incites a wave of gossip and concern among the women, highlighting the

delicate balance of reputation and honor within their elite social sphere.
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Mabel and Cassandra express their indignation over Astrid's decisions,

reflecting their traditional values and the fear of societal repercussions.

Amidst the rising tensions, Lucia challenges the adults' critical conversations

with her independent opinions, showcasing her maturity and hinting at a

deeper understanding of family dynamics. Her interruption not only disrupts

the breakfast but also highlights a generational conflict, as she navigates her

place within a world rife with privilege and expectations.

Through humor, rich descriptions, and engaging dialogue, this chapter

explores themes of wealth, cultural identity, and the complexities of familial

relationships. It invites readers into the Shang family's opulent yet

tumultuous life, offering insight into the intricate web of societal norms and

personal choices that define their existence.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

In Chapter 19, titled "Rich People Problems," the setting shifts to the

 exclusive Pulau Club in Singapore, where a shocking incident unfolds as

Godfrey Loh, a respected Supreme Court justice, overhears a man engaging

in phone sex in the men's room. This scandalous moment sets an unsettling

yet captivating tone for the chapter.

Simultaneously, the narrative turns to Eddie Cheng, Godfrey's ambitious

cousin, who is anxiously anticipating the arrival of his custom-made shoes

while maneuvering through family tensions at a luncheon hosted by their

aunt Felicity. The atmosphere abruptly changes when Felicity drops

alarming news—Astrid, another cousin, has made headlines after a public

engagement ceremony in India with Charlie Wu, a member of a wealthy

family, which has caught the attention of the press.

As Eddie views the paparazzi photos of Astrid, he experiences a mix of

excitement and trepidation. He recognizes the potential impact of this

scandal on their family's image and wonders whether this situation could

enhance his standing in the eyes of their formidable grandmother, who is

considering her heirs. This leads Eddie to contemplate the implications of

Astrid's public downfall, seeing it as an opportunity to elevate his own status

within the family.
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The chapter delves into the complex dynamics of the Cheng family as the

luncheon becomes a battleground of judgment and rivalry. Relatives gather

to criticize Astrid and Charlie, their discussions revealing insecurities and

snobbery, particularly towards the Wu family, emphasizing the elitist

attitudes that permeate their conversations. Amidst this tension, Eddie

adopts a predatory stance, fueling gossip about Astrid and perceiving her as

a rival whose scandal might clear a path for his own ambitions.

Felicity’s dramatic reaction underscores her concern for not just Astrid's

reputation, but also for the family's legacy amidst increasingly toxic

discussions surrounding wealth and fame. As family members engage in

heated debates, Eddie secretly relishes the unfolding chaos, contemplating

how it aligns with his aspirations.

By the chapter's conclusion, Eddie feels a sense of twisted victory. With

Astrid’s fall from grace, he senses a clearer route to power and influence

within the family. This chapter encapsulates vital themes of ambition, the

corrosive effects of wealth, and the bitter rivalry within families, illustrating

how private scandals can unravel in the public eye, leaving a mess of

intrigue and fallout behind.
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Chapter 20: 

In Chapter 20, set against the lavish backdrop of Shanghai Fashion Week,

 we delve into a glamorous party hosted by Kitty and Jack Bing at their

newly renovated Porto Fino Elite Estates. The occasion buzzes with

excitement as Araminta Lee Khoo arrives in a stunning Delpozo dress,

catching the eye of the paparazzi and setting the tone for the night. Kitty,

who also dons an extravagant outfit, makes a comically clumsy introduction

of Araminta to her husband Jack. This interaction showcases Jack's

discomfort and feelings of inadequacy within the high-society scene,

contrasting sharply with Kitty’s ambitious nature and her determination to

blend into this elite world.

As guests admire her mansion, transformed into a symbol of wealth, Kitty

basks in their compliments, while inwardly battling feelings of anxiety and

inadequacy. Her home’s revamped decor starkly contrasts with its past, a

transformation Kitty is desperate for others to notice, reflecting her longing

for acceptance among Shanghai’s elite. During the party, Oliver T'sien, an

influential art consultant and friend of Araminta's, discreetly consults with

Kitty about her social positioning, hinting at the strategic maneuvering she’s

willing to undertake to enhance her reputation.

Despite the opulence surrounding her, Kitty grapples with her insecurities,

especially when certain guests gossip about her renovations, making her feel
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like an outcast within the elite circle. Haunted by the legacy of her

predecessor, Colette, Kitty's desire for validation intensifies, leading her to

contemplate a return to Singapore where she feels valued. She dreams of

transforming her neglected estate there into a testament of her achievements,

driven by the pursuit of recognition over materialism.

Ultimately, this chapter skillfully intertwines themes of social status and

personal identity, revealing the underlying tensions and sacrifices that

characterize high society's pursuit of prestige. It paints a vivid portrait of

Kitty's aspirations and inner struggles as she navigates the glittering yet

often isolating world of the elite.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 

In Chapter 21 of "Rich People Problems," we find ourselves amidst the

 opulence of Singapore's Residences at One Cairnhill, where Eleanor and her

husband Philip indulge in a lavish breakfast of local delights. The

atmosphere is initially festive, but the mood shifts dramatically with the

arrival of Nick, whose annoyance sets the stage for a comedic yet revealing

family dialogue. 

This chapter delves into the intricate dynamics of family pressure,

particularly regarding marriage and the unspoken expectations tied to

procreation. Eleanor, characterized as a traditional and somewhat

overbearing mother-in-law, makes an awkward misstep by inquiring about

the specifics of her son Nick's wife Rachel's birth control. This moment

sparks a dialogue that highlights the cultural chasm between Eleanor's

traditional views and Nick's more contemporary, American sensibilities. 

Nick's frustration surfaces as he grapples not only with his mother’s

intrusive questions but also with the mounting pressure to produce

grandchildren to satisfy the whims of his grandmother, Su Yi, a matriarch

whose esteem is paramount in the family's hierarchy. In a bid to regain Su

Yi's favor, Eleanor candidly shares her outlandish plans to facilitate Rachel’s

pregnancy, which Nick vehemently rejects. His call for boundaries

emphasizes his commitment to preserving a healthy marriage over
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submitting to familial demands.

The tension culminates in a humorous yet embarrassing exchange, where

Eleanor, misunderstanding the situation, provocatively suggests that Nick

might be "shooting blanks," further escalating his discomfort. In a bid for a

respite from the chaos, Nick decides to leave and meet his cousin Astrid for

breakfast, underscoring the ongoing struggle to balance family obligations

with personal boundaries.

Through this chapter, readers witness a blend of humor and genuine familial

strife, illustrating the generational clash and the unique pressures that

accompany affluent family life. The interactions reveal deeper themes of

love, privacy, and the complexities that arise when traditional values

intersect with modern relationships.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 

In Chapter 22, titled "Rich People Problems," Nick is welcomed into his

 cousin Astrid's beautifully restored home on Emerald Hill, a neighborhood

in Singapore that has undergone a remarkable transformation from a

neglected area to one brimming with charming Peranakan-style houses. As

Nick admires the elegant blend of traditional and modern design in Astrid’s

shop house, their warm reunion is soon overshadowed by the turmoil

surrounding Astrid’s impending divorce from her wealthy husband, Michael

Teo.

Michael’s shocking demand for a staggering $5 billion settlement has made

headlines, as he accuses Astrid of “intolerable cruelty and adultery,”

thrusting her into an unwanted public scandal. The fallout from this situation

is profound, straining Astrid's relationships, particularly with her strict and

traditional parents, who are deeply embarrassed by the spectacle. Despite

Astrid's frustrations over being unjustly blamed for the crisis, she feels the

impact of Michael's neglect of their young son, Cassian, adding emotional

weight to her already turbulent life.

As she and Nick share kaya toast—a nostalgic treat from their

childhood—important themes emerge around family loyalty, honor, and the

expectations placed on them by high society. Both characters grapple with

feelings of alienation; Nick longs to mend his estranged relationship with
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their grandmother, Ah Ma, who has distanced herself from him due to

familial conflicts. This shared sense of being ostracized deepens their bond

as they navigate the complexities of familial ties amidst the pressures of

wealth and social standing.

Ultimately, this chapter poignantly explores the intricate dynamics of love,

loyalty, and the burdens of family honor, highlighting how luxury and

scandal can deeply affect personal relationships. The emotional connection

between Nick and Astrid serves as a beacon of support against the backdrop

of their challenging circumstances, emphasizing the fragility of family ties in

the face of societal pressures.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 

In Chapter 23 of "Rich People Problems," we delve into the tumultuous life

 of Eddie Cheng as he grapples with the intricacies of family loyalty and

personal ambition amidst his grandmother Su Yi's declining health. The

opulent Tyersall Park serves as the backdrop, contrasting the grandeur of

Eddie's ancestral wealth with the ongoing family drama.

Eddie's journey begins with nostalgic reflections on his family's prestigious

history, marked by impressive portraits that line the mansion's halls.

However, his reverie is disrupted by raucous sounds emanating from his

cousin Adam's room, where a humorous and chaotic scene unfolds during a

massage session involving Adam and a Thai prince. This moment not only

injects levity into the chapter but also highlights the cultural peculiarities of

the Cheng family, showcasing Eddie's discomfort with their unconventional

behaviors.

As Eddie ventures into Su Yi’s study, the atmosphere shifts from

light-heartedness to seriousness. He finds his father, Malcolm, engaging in a

grave discussion with Professor Oon about Su Yi's health, heightening the

emotional stakes. This setting prompts Eddie to confront his mother, Alix,

over her decisions regarding the family legacy, revealing a core theme of

wealth, heritage, and rivalry. Eddie's envy of his cousin Nicky, who is

deemed the favored heir, drives him to manipulate circumstances to assert
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his own claim to Tyersall Park, intensifying tensions not only between him

and Alix but also within himself.

Throughout their heated exchange, Eddie's fixation on status and inheritance

clashes with Alix's emphasis on authentic family values and connections,

illustrating a generational divide in priorities. His obsessive ambition

culminates in an emotionally charged moment where he attempts to restrict

family access to Su Yi, exposing his willingness to go to extreme lengths to

safeguard his interests. This desperate plea serves as a poignant

representation of the pressures he faces to validate his worth.

The chapter concludes on an anxious note, underscoring the intricate

intertwining of ambition, jealousy, and familial loyalty in the narrative of

wealth and status. As the Cheng family's dynamics unfold, readers witness

profound character developments that capture the ongoing struggle between

personal aspirations and the bonds of kinship, set against the backdrop of

their lavish lifestyle.
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Chapter 24: 

Chapter 24 Summary: Secrets and Intrigues at Tyersall Park

In this chapter of "Rich People Problems," we delve into the lavish yet

tumultuous environment of Tyersall Park, where hidden agendas and familial

discord create a charged atmosphere.

Treasures of the Past  

The chapter begins in the larder of Tyersall Park, where Jiayi, a maid, is

instructed by Ah Ling, the meticulous housekeeper, to fetch treasured bottles

of yen woh—an extravagant delicacy made from edible bird's nests. This

moment takes on deeper significance as Ah Ling recounts the delicacy's

history tied to Mrs. Young’s affluent family, hinting at the stark contrast

between the lives of those who enjoy luxury and those who serve them.

Family Tensions Unfold  

The narrative swiftly shifts as Vikram, the vigilant head of security, shares

troubling information with Ah Ling concerning Eddie Cheng, Mrs. Young’s

ambitious son. Vikram reveals Eddie's manipulative tactics to prevent

Nicky, Mrs. Young’s most cherished grandson, from visiting her. This

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


insight portrays Eddie as a self-serving schemer prioritizing his inheritance

over the family’s unity.

Protective Instincts  

In their conversation, Ah Ling and Vikram express their unwavering loyalty

to Mrs. Young, lamenting how Eddie’s machinations threaten to sever her

bond with Nicky. Their shared determination to devise a way for Nicky to

see his grandmother emphasizes themes of duty, loyalty, and the burdens of

family legacy. Ah Ling, echoing concerns about the future control of

Tyersall Park, fears Eddie’s burgeoning ambition could undermine the

family's values.

A Glimpse into the Past  

As nostalgia washes over her, Ah Ling recalls a poignant story Mrs. Young

once shared from her youth during the Japanese occupation of Singapore.

This recollection reveals Mrs. Young’s resilience, highlighting her escape

from peril through her passion for music and her unexpected connection

with a Japanese officer. The rich backstory deepens our understanding of

Mrs. Young’s character and illuminates the weight of historical trauma.

Inspired by this tale, Ah Ling hatches a clever plan to navigate around

Eddie’s schemes.
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Mysterious Packages and Friendships  

Meanwhile, the narrative shifts focus to Nick and his friend Colin, who take

a break from the family drama while reminiscing at a record store. Colin

receives an unexpected summons from his father's home, where he uncovers

a mysterious package intended for Nick. The urgency and secrecy

surrounding the package inject tension into the story, signaling the

possibility of further family entanglements ahead. Nick and Colin's playful

banter adds a lighter tone, contrasting with the escalating tensions back at

Tyersall Park.

Overall, this chapter masterfully interlaces themes of loyalty, family

conflict, and the intricacies of wealth. As mysteries unravel within the

opulent confines of Tyersall Park, the groundwork is laid for confrontations

that heighten the complexity of personal and familial relationships.
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Chapter 25 Summary: 

In Chapter 25 of "Rich People Problems," the spotlight is on Nigel Barker,

 an acclaimed fashion photographer, as he prepares for a high-stakes

photoshoot at Kitty Bing's opulent home in Singapore. The chapter opens

with the frenetic energy of the fashion world, characterized by a

panic-stricken couture consultant named Patric, who is frantically searching

for a missing dress. This chaos sets the stage for a glamorous yet intense

experience.

Amidst this backdrop, we meet Kitty, who is grappling with her recent

drastic haircut—a chic pixie style that leaves her feeling vulnerable.

However, with the support of her stylist team, including the talented Oliver

and makeup artist Charlotte, Kitty learns to embrace her new look. They

assure her that this transformation will redefine her image, shifting from that

of a seductive temptress to a poised leader. As the photoshoot progresses, we

see Kitty posing with her children in stunning couture, gradually regaining

her confidence. Nigel captures the essence of this transformation through his

artistry, using a rare Polaroid camera to create a magical image that leaves

everyone awe-inspired.

The narrative then shifts to a pivotal social event: an invitation to a lavish

dinner hosted by the illustrious Yolanda Amanjiwo, renowned for her

extravagant gatherings in Singaporean high society. Kitty chooses to attend
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this dinner, signifying her determination to enhance her social standing over

a previously planned outing. This decision underscores her adaptability and

ambition within the elite social landscape.

At Yolanda’s banquet, marked by decor reminiscent of royal affairs, Kitty

deftly navigates the complexities of Singapore's upper crust. The dinner is

laced with a mixture of admiration and underlying rivalry, particularly as

Kitty encounters her stepdaughter, Colette, who stands out by appearing

underdressed. This confrontation heightens Kitty’s awareness of her social

environment and the expectations that accompany it.

The chapter unfolds as a vibrant tapestry of glamour, emotional challenges,

and sharp insights into the intricate social dynamics of the wealthy elite.

Central themes of identity, personal transformation, and societal pressure

resonate throughout, illustrating Kitty's journey toward self-discovery amid

the allure of high status.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 

In Chapter 26, the story opens with Colin and Nick embarking on a

 clandestine mission, prompted by a cryptic letter that leads them to the

tranquil Botanic Gardens in Singapore. As they walk through the verdant

pathways, they find themselves reminiscing about shared childhood

memories, yet a sense of apprehension sets in amidst the garden's dense

foliage. Their unease is soon alleviated by the arrival of Astrid, who dons an

eccentric outfit, also drawn by the mysterious invitation regarding their

beloved grandmother, Ah Ma.

Joining their group is Vikram, who brings with him exciting news of a

hidden pump room that connects to a network of secret tunnels under

Tyersall Park. He recounts the tunnels' history as a means of clandestine

movement during wartime, emphasizing the deep-rooted connections of their

family lineage.

As they venture into the dimly lit tunnels, the sense of wonder grows

amongst the group, symbolizing their intertwined destinies and rich heritage.

The anticipation builds as they finally surface into Ah Ma's enchanting

orchid conservatory, where they are seamlessly guided by Ah Ling, a skilled

intermediary who helps them approach their grandmother's room discreetly.

The encounter highlights the special bond between Astrid and Ah Ma, as
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they engage in a heartfelt reunion filled with nostalgia and discussions about

cherished family heirlooms, such as Ah Ma's engagement ring. This

poignant moment reinforces the chapter's themes of familial ties and the

importance of heritage.

As Nick prepares to finally meet Ah Ma, the tension mounts, amplified by

Astrid's comforting presence and the recollection of their childhood

adventures. This chapter beautifully intertwines excitement, nostalgia, and

the enduring strength of family bonds, revealing the lengths they are willing

to go to for their loved ones.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 

Chapter 27 Summary: Rich People Problems

In this engaging chapter, we delve into Oliver's journey to London, where

his playful attempt to snag an extra pillow from the seat behind him is

interrupted by an important call from Kitty. Their conversation reveals

Kitty's unsettling experience at a recent high-society dinner hosted by the

esteemed chef Yolanda Amanjiwo. Despite the luxurious setting, Kitty feels

humiliated and overshadowed by her stepdaughter, Colette, whose dazzling

presence captivates the attention of everyone around.

Kitty's grievances pour forth as she describes how Colette, who has never

acknowledged her, carries herself with an air of nobility that leaves Kitty

feeling like a mere peasant. This feeling of inadequacy is exacerbated by the

fact that Kitty and Colette have never met, deepening Kitty’s emotional

turmoil. She recalls hurtful remarks Colette made during her marriage to

Lucien, which only fuels her sense of betrayal.

Oliver, empathetic to Kitty’s emotional struggles, gently tries to lighten her

mood. He encourages her to appreciate the grandeur of the event and

suggests that Colette's indifference might not have been intended as a

personal affront. Committed to supporting Kitty, he promises to devise a
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strategy to help her navigate similar situations in the future.

Throughout their conversation, Oliver reminds Kitty of the positive aspects

of her life, such as her upcoming magazine cover and her blossoming

friendship with Yolanda, offering a glimpse of hope and potential amidst the

social rivalry and complexities of their aristocratic lives in Singapore.

As the flight continues, Oliver's amusing encounter with the flight attendant

adds a light-hearted contrast to the high expectations of their elite world,

serving as a humorous reminder that reality often diverges from the

glamorous façades. This chapter encapsulates the intricate dynamics of

social standings, family relationships, and the quest for identity among the

wealthy, highlighting the emotional landscapes navigated by its characters.
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Chapter 28: 

In Chapter 28 of "Rich People Problems,"  Nick returns to Tyersall Park to

 visit his ailing grandmother, Su Yi, who is currently hospitalized. The

chapter begins with a poignant atmosphere illuminated by morning light,

amplifying Nick's feelings of regret over the lost years spent in family

discord. As he enters Su Yi's room, his awkward greetings lead to a

heartwarming exchange, where Su Yi, with her characteristic wit, lightens

the mood by commenting on his appearance and the family's dynamics,

hinting at the long-standing rifts within the family.

Amid Nick’s visit, his cousin Astrid arrives to check on Su Yi before

engaging in a charming flirtation with Professor Oon, the family doctor.

Their playful banter not only indicates Astrid's intelligence and dedication to

her family but also provides a slight lightness to the heavy subject of Su Yi's

deteriorating health. Nick stands by, gathering the courage to apologize to

his grandmother, recognizing that she is largely unaware of the family

tensions that have affected their relationships.

A significant moment unfolds when Su Yi gifts Nick a pair of pearl earrings

meant for Rachel, signifying her acknowledgment of Rachel as part of the

family and marking a turning point in their relationship. This gesture of

acceptance symbolizes the potential for reconciliation and healing amidst the

fractured family ties.
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Later, as the family gathers for breakfast, the interplay of various family

members reveals deeper tensions. The morning meal, punctuated by Ah

Ching's renowned crepes, serves as a backdrop to family complexities,

particularly highlighting Eddie's overprotectiveness toward Su Yi and his

tendency to exert control over family dynamics, which adds another layer of

strain. 

The chapter reaches a climax as Su Yi decides to join the family for

breakfast despite Eddie's objections, showcasing her desire for connection

and asserting her independence in the face of her illness. Her willingness to

engage with her family indicates the beginnings of emotional and physical

healing, as she firmly takes her seat at the table.

As they prepare to celebrate Astrid's engagement, the chapter emphasizes

themes of forgiveness, the complexities of familial relationships, and the

universal desire for connection and belonging amid the trappings of wealth

and societal expectations. This moment hints at a potential unification of the

family, ushering in hope for their collective healing.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 

In Chapter 29 of "Rich People Problems" by Kevin Kwan, we delve into the

 extravagant lifestyle of the Wu family through the eyes of Astrid Leong.

The chapter opens with Astrid visiting her opulent in-laws’ mansion, where

wealth and status permeate every aspect of life. Astrid's relationship with

Charlie, her husband, is strained against the backdrop of family expectations

and the burdens of her high-society heritage.

Irene Wu, Astrid's mother-in-law, serves as a representation of the excesses

and eccentricities of the ultrawealthy, particularly through her obsession

with expensive fish, which symbolizes the trivial yet extravagant pursuits of

the elite. Throughout the chapter, Kwan's sharp observations highlight the

pretentiousness and superficiality that characterize the lives of the wealthy,

revealing their desperate need for validation.

The core theme of this chapter revolves around the tension between personal

desires and the weight of familial obligations. Astrid finds herself caught

between her own dreams and the expectations of her family's storied legacy.

Her interactions with Charlie bring forth their shared vulnerabilities,

affording readers a glimpse of their tender and nostalgic connection,

reminiscent of their youthful romance.

Yet, despite their intimate moments, the shadow of Astrid's heavy
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responsibilities looms, casting doubt over her happiness within this lavish

yet stifling existence. The vivid descriptions of the Wu family's grand estate

starkly contrast with Astrid's internal struggles, effectively illustrating her

quest for identity and liberation in a world brimming with societal

expectations.

This chapter encapsulates the overarching conflict between individuality and

the pressures of legacy, offering a poignant commentary on love, family, and

the pursuit of authentic happiness in a gilded cage. It sets the stage for

Astrid's ongoing journey as she navigates the complexities of her identity

amid the opulence that surrounds her, making it both an engaging and

thought-provoking read.
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Chapter 30 Summary: 

In Chapter 30, titled "Rich People Problems," we delve into the

 heart-wrenching moments following the death of Su Yi, the matriarch of the

Young family. Her passing sends shockwaves through their extravagant but

tumultuous lives at Tyersall Park in Singapore, unveiling a tapestry of

emotions and underlying tensions that characterize familial bonds among the

rich.

Su Yi's Final Moments  

The chapter begins with a poignant scene as Su Yi makes an unusual

breakfast request, signaling a decline in her health. Ah Ching, her devoted

maid, prepares the meal, highlighting the intimate but strained atmosphere

between Su Yi and her family. When her son, Philip, visits, their

conversation reflects a blend of forgiveness and the complex weight of

family relationships. Philip leaves, sensing the heavy atmosphere, and

shortly after, her daughter Catherine, seeking to share these final moments,

finds Su Yi has peacefully passed away.

Tears and Tensions  

The news of Su Yi's death quickly spreads, prompting varied reactions from

family members. Some display deep sorrow, while others prepare for the
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chaos that is sure to follow. The contrasting emotions culminate in a

dramatic confrontation between grandson Nicholas and cousin Eddie,

symbolizing the long-standing resentments and conflicts that mar their

relationships. This violent altercation not only underscores the instability

within the Young family but also lays bare the fragility of their connections

amidst their wealth.

An Unraveling Family  

As the family processes their grief, the responses of Su Yi's daughters

highlight unresolved issues. Victoria feels a mix of relief and guilt, while

Felicity mourns deeply, feeling orphaned even in adulthood. Meanwhile,

Cassandra discovers the news through a family insider, illustrating the

discordant nature of the Young family's communication. The chapter also

reveals the friction among distant relatives as feelings of exclusion and

rivalry come to the forefront, exacerbated by Su Yi's death.

Loss and Reflection  

Felicity's heartfelt lamentation captures the essence of mourning,

illuminating the profound impact of losing a parent, regardless of age. The

family begins to navigate funeral arrangements and public announcements,

leading Frances to reflect on Su Yi's role as the glue binding their fractured

family. Her passing suggests that the very foundation of their privileged

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


existence may be at risk of unraveling.

In this chapter, the narrative intricately weaves themes of loss and the harsh

realities of familial relationships, emphasizing that wealth and status do not

shield one from grief and turmoil. As the Young family grapples with Su

Yi's death, we witness the complex interplay of love, resentment, and

longing that defines their lives within the gilded cage of opulence.
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Chapter 31 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 31: A Funeral of Drama and Intrigue

In this vibrant chapter, Rachel, supported by her friend Peik Lin and brother

Carlton, navigates the extravagant funeral of Nick’s grandmother, Madam

Shang Su Yi. Rachel feels a mix of apprehension and comfort as she

prepares to face a myriad of potentially unfriendly relatives. Peik Lin, ever

the informed companion, fills her in on the unique customs of mourning in

Singapore, where families gather the night after a death to share memories,

gossip, and speculate about the deceased's estate.

As they approach the opulent Tyersall Park estate—a symbol of the Shang

family's wealth—they are greeted by a flurry of activity and an impressive

guest list that includes the President of China. Family dynamics come to the

forefront when Rachel meets the gossipy and flamboyant Imperial Shangs,

notably her cousin Alistair, who expertly navigates the chaos surrounding

the event. The tension eases when Nick warmly welcomes Rachel and

introduces her to the President in Mandarin, pleasantly surprising their

relatives.

The emotional core of the chapter unfolds as Rachel pauses to reflect by

Madam Su Yi’s beautifully adorned casket. She and Nick share a tender
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moment reminiscing about his grandmother, deepening their bond amid the

crowd’s tumult. The mood shifts dramatically with the entrance of Nick's

cousin Eddie, who theatrically sobs over the casket, blending genuine grief

with an eye toward spectacle, much to the crowd's amusement.

Eddie introduces a remarkable paper replica of Tyersall Park, meant to be

burned as an offering—a gesture steeped in tradition. However, this leads to

a fiery dispute with Aunt Victoria over the appropriateness of the display,

sparking a chaotic confrontation. Just as tensions reach a boiling point, the

replica ignites, transforming the scene into an unexpected bonfire that elicits

both laughter and tears from the audience.

Amidst the ashes of the paper mansion, Carlton finds himself drawn to his

cousin Scheherazade, hinting at budding interests within the family, while

Rachel processes the absurdity of the day. The chapter concludes on a

cliffhanger, foreshadowing future conflicts regarding inheritance and family

tensions, keeping readers on edge.

Key Themes  

- Family Dynamics: The chapter explores the intricacies of the Shang

 family relationships, revealing both affection and unspoken rivalries.

- Cultural Rituals: It examines Singaporean mourning customs,

 blending grief with lively gatherings, showcasing how the living honor the
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deceased while discussing potential inheritances.

- Social Commentary: The narrative offers insight into the characters'

 affluent lifestyles, critiquing wealth and status through humor and drama.

Overall, this chapter serves as a captivating tapestry of heartfelt moments,

comedic interactions, and rich cultural elements, expertly setting the stage

for the unfolding family rivalries and secrets that lie ahead.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 32: 

Summary of Chapter 32: The Claymore, Singapore

In this engaging chapter of "Rich People Problems," we follow Oliver T’sien

as he navigates the complexities of family dynamics and societal

expectations on the day of a notable funeral. The story unfolds with his

exuberant friend, Kitty, who is eager to attend the funeral of Alistair Cheng’s

grandmother, even though she hasn’t received an official invitation. Her

enthusiasm is contagious, yet Oliver tries to reason with her, highlighting the

exclusivity of such events and the potential social faux pas of crashing the

occasion.

As their conversation progresses, Oliver teasingly critiques Kitty's often

extravagant fashion choices and whimsical ideas, lending a humorous tone

to their interaction. Kitty cleverly expresses her concerns about social attire,

asking whether she should be adorned with “sailing diamonds” for future

yacht outings, which showcases her playful curiosity about social norms.

The narrative shifts to Oliver's relationship with his mother, Bernadette,

whose unexpected entrance into the bathroom while he’s preparing for the

day leads to comical and somewhat tense exchanges. Oliver comments on

her outdated outfit, juxtaposing her aging appearance with the remnants of
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her former beauty. This moment amplifies the underlying themes of family

loyalty and the weight of expectations that come with wealth and status.

While Bernadette frets over her clothing choices and the impending

judgment from relatives, Oliver's internal reflections reveal his struggles

with the cultural obligation to cater to his parents' needs. This balancing act

highlights the tension between respecting familial duties and asserting

personal boundaries. 

Overall, the chapter artfully combines humor with poignant moments, diving

deep into the intricate relationships within a wealthy Singaporean context. It

examines the delights and burdens of affluence while offering insight into

the sociocultural pressures that shape the lives of those in high society.
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Chapter 33 Summary: 

In Chapter 33, titled "Funeral Arrangements and Family Dynamics," we

 delve into the intricate web of relationships and rivalries that surface during

the funeral of matriarch Su Yi, a pivotal figure in the Leong and Young

families. The chapter opens with Harry Leong, accompanied by his wife

Felicity and sister-in-law Victoria, as they navigate a heated debate in their

luxury Mercedes. The disagreement centers on who should deliver speeches

first at the service; Felicity argues for royal protocol to be observed for the

Sultan of Borneo, while Victoria champions the Singaporean president's

precedence. This clash sets the tone for the tensions that permeate the

gathering.

Simultaneously, Eleanor Young and her son Nick are in another vehicle,

grappling with their own concerns. Eleanor is anxious about Nick’s

speech—he is tasked with encapsulating cherished memories of his

grandmother while also acknowledging his bond with her in what feels like a

monumental task. Nick’s internal struggle reflects the pressure to balance

familial expectations with his own grief.

Within the Cheng family, Fiona Tung faces challenges as her husband Eddie

insists on orchestrating an ostentatious display of mourning, fueled by their

anticipation of inheriting Su Yi's estate. However, their children seem more

concerned with trivial disputes than honoring their grandmother,
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highlighting the disconnect that often arises in times of loss.

As guests begin to arrive, the narrative further explores family dynamics and

rivalries, notably with the arrival of Astrid’s estranged husband, Michael

Teo. His exclusion from sitting with his family generates additional tensions,

showcasing the complexities and bitterness that can surface during

communal grieving.

The ceremony itself veers into chaos when Eddie, in a misguided attempt to

contribute, performs an overly sentimental song that clashes with the

solemnity of the occasion. This unexpected moment elicits dismay from

Nick and a struggle to stifle laughter from Rachel, underlining the absurdity

of their affluent world. 

By blending humor and drama, the chapter poignantly captures the

multifaceted nature of grief, familial loyalty, and the often hilarious

awkwardness that accompanies such gatherings in high society. Through

these interactions, we gain insight into the intricate tapestry of relationships

that define the Leong and Young families, painted vividly against the

backdrop of their shared loss.
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Chapter 34 Summary: 

In Chapter 34 of "Rich People Problems," the narrative unfolds in the wake

 of the memorial service for Su Yi, the esteemed family matriarch, at St.

Andrew’s Cathedral in Singapore. This moment marks a significant turning

point for the family, bringing together a diverse array of relatives to pay

their respects. After the somber service, guests are welcomed to an opulent

tea buffet housed in a lavishly adorned tent, embodying Su Yi's extravagant

tastes, complete with lush orchids and elegant rose topiaries.

As Nick, Rachel, and Astrid engage with family members, a tapestry of

stories and memories emerges, unveiling the multifaceted nature of Su Yi.

For instance, Alistair expresses a sense of trepidation towards her,

contrasting with Scheherazade’s enchanting recollections, which highlights

the varying impressions she left on her family. These differing perspectives

enrich the narrative by revealing how Su Yi’s larger-than-life personality

influenced each relative in unique ways.

Amidst the mingling, Carlton catches Astrid alone and conveys a cryptic

message, leading her to a small chapel behind the cathedral. Here, she finds

Charlie, who offers emotional support during this difficult day and presents

her with a heartfelt apology note from Isabel Wu. The note serves as a

comfort to Astrid, assuring her of her and Charlie’s enduring bond despite

the complications introduced by her husband, Michael.
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Parallel to this poignant encounter, a humorous scene unfolds involving

Astrid's mother, Victoria, and her sisters, Felicity and Alix. Their playful

debate over Su Yi’s posthumous appearance—including lighthearted

remarks about her dentures and a near mishap with a valuable pearl in the

casket—offers comic relief. This quirky interaction highlights the unique

dynamics of their family, capturing both moments of levity and underlying

affection.

Overall, this chapter delves into themes of familial legacy, the spectrum of

grief, and the intricate, often humorous dynamics within family

relationships. It weaves a rich narrative that balances heartfelt connections

with laughable moments, illustrating the complexities of mourning and the

enduring ties that bind the family together.
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Chapter 35 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 35: "Rich People Problems"

Set against the backdrop of Emerald Hill, Singapore, this chapter centers on

Astrid, who is reeling from the emotional toll of her grandmother's funeral.

Longing for a brief respite from her troubles, she faces yet another challenge

when her son, Cassian, returns from spending the day with his father,

Michael. Cassian’s withdrawn demeanor, a result of excessive gaming,

serves as a stark reminder of the strain their custody battle is exerting on the

family.

Tensions between Astrid and Michael are palpable, culminating in a heated

text exchange where Michael escalates their conflict by threatening to seek

custody of Cassian. He taunts Astrid by sending her an unsettling photo

from her past with Charlie, a man Astrid had a complicated romantic history

with, implying infidelity and damaging her reputation.

As Astrid confronts her feelings of anger and self-blame, she realizes that

Michael's actions are manipulative and cruel, designed to provoke and

destabilize her. Just when she seeks solace before the reading of her

grandmother's will, Michael stirs the tension further by sharing a horrific

video of Astrid and Charlie, taken without their consent. This violation
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sends Astrid into a panic, heightening her concerns for her personal privacy

and security.

In an urgent conversation with Charlie, it becomes clear that Michael's

vendetta runs deep and is driven by bitterness and unresolved disputes.

Charlie's reaction reflects his protective instincts; he activates his security

team to investigate the likelihood of surveillance, showing a proactive

approach to counter Michael's intimidation tactics. Together, they strategize

on how to safeguard their lives while attempting to maintain a sense of

normalcy amid these upheavals.

This chapter highlights themes of betrayal, manipulation, and the struggle

for autonomy within the sphere of wealth and personal relationships. Astrid's

character undergoes significant development as she transitions from a state

of frustration to one of resolve and determination to confront Michael's cruel

tactics. The emotional stakes are raised, setting the stage for impending

confrontations, and emphasizing the intricate dynamics at play in a world

defined by privilege and ambition.
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Chapter 36: 

Chapter 36 Summary: Tensions and Revelations at Tan and Tan Law Offices

In this critical chapter of "Rich People Problems," the prestigious Tan and

Tan law firm sets the stage for a significant family reunion following the

passing of matriarch Shang Su Yi. The OCBC Centre in Singapore, both

modest in appearance yet powerful in its legal authority, becomes the

backdrop for the reading of Su Yi's will, which holds the potential to alter

the lives of her heirs.

Key family members, including Nick Young and his cousin Astrid, gather

amidst their grief, each facing their emotional burdens after the loss of Su

Yi. The atmosphere quickly thickens with tension as Eddie Cheng, known

for his self-serving nature, voices concerns over potential disputes regarding

the inheritance. The situation becomes even more fraught with the arrival of

Jacqueline Ling, a glamorous family friend whose late entrance adds to the

drama.

Freddie Tan, the family lawyer, begins the reading of the will, unveiling

unexpected legacies aimed at Su Yi's long-serving staff. As substantial

bequests are revealed, a wave of envy and resentment surges through the

relatives, illustrating the deep-rooted rivalries and hidden feelings within this
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seemingly affluent family. The will exposes not only financial allocations

but also the emotional landscape of familial loyalties, presenting Su Yi's

estate as a reflection of their tangled relationships.

Among the shocking revelations is the discovery of a hidden estate in

Chiang Mai, which raises the stakes for every family member. The tensions

peak when Eddie realizes he has been excluded from key parts of the

inheritance, prompting an explosive reaction that reveals the fragility of

family unity. Additionally, Felicity, who had assumed she would inherit a

lion's share of wealth, finds herself grappling with the stark reality of her

situation.

As the family members process the will’s implications, the chapter deftly

encapsulates the complex themes of wealth, ambition, and familial

expectations. What once appeared to be a glamorous legacy now exposes a

web of disappointment, deceit, and rivalry, forcing each character to

confront their true positions within the family hierarchy.

In the end, this chapter artfully intertwines the ongoing themes of wealth and

family dynamics, capturing the bitter sweet essence of love, rivalry, and

ambition that defines their lives. With their fortunes laid bare, the characters

must navigate the complicated relationships forged by their intertwined

destinies.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/k44PHDLrzTb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/DAJnHlMrzTb


Chapter 37 Summary: 

Chapter 37 Summary: The Calm After the Storm

In this chapter, Nick and Astrid find refuge at PS.Café, a tranquil oasis in

Dempsey Hill, Singapore, where they can unwind after the tumultuous

family meeting regarding Nick’s grandmother's will. The reading of the will

had been fraught with tension, especially for Nick, who lightens the mood

with humorous reflections on the family drama, while Astrid interacts with

her brother Carlton, who is infatuated with Scheherazade—a girl ensconced

in layers of family protection.

Their lighthearted banter about Carlton's prospects with Scheherazade

underscores the complexities of family expectations and romantic

entanglements. However, beneath this playful facade, Nick expresses

concern over the emotionally charged developments in their family's

inheritance. Eddie's disappointment at receiving less than he anticipated acts

as a stark reminder of the family's underlying tensions and the stakes

involved in wealth and legacy.

The tone shifts when Astrid steps outside to take a call from Charlie, who

brings worrisome news about serious security breaches concerning

surveillance footage that has come to light. These developments prompt a
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discussion about their safety and the need for increased protection. Charlie

urges Astrid to join him in Hong Kong, suggesting that she stay with him for

peace of mind, especially amidst the anticipation of their wedding.

This chapter poignantly explores themes of familial loyalty, the burden of

wealth, and the intricate dance between personal desires and societal

pressures. The blend of humor and gravity reflects the characters' struggles

to maintain their relationships while grappling with both family dynamics

and emergent threats to their safety, foreshadowing the challenges they will

face as they navigate this tumultuous period.
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Chapter 38 Summary: 

### Summary of Chapter 38: Turmoil at Tyersall Park

In this gripping chapter of "Rich People Problems," tensions erupt within the

opulent walls of Tyersall Park, the grand estate of the Young family. The

chapter opens with Eddie facing off against Fiona, his cousin, in a heated

argument. Eddie accuses her of withholding information about his

grandmother’s will, a claim rooted in his overwhelming sense of entitlement.

As tensions rise, Eddie's volatile nature comes to the forefront, underscoring

his inability to accept responsibility for his actions. Fiona, on the other hand,

strives to keep her calm, embodying respect for the family's privacy amid the

chaos.

In the background, the kitchen staff—particularly the astute maids Ah Ling

and Ah Ching—try to navigate the turmoil without becoming embroiled in

it. Their witty exchanges about the absurdity of Eddie's behavior offer a

humorous contrast to the drama and reflect their learned discretion in dealing

with the whims of the wealthy. The maids' relief at Eddie’s failure to gain

the inheritance he anticipated highlights the awkwardness of his position

among the family members.

As the chapter progresses, the rest of the Young siblings gather for a fraught
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family lunch, where discussions inevitably shift to the future of Tyersall Park

following their mother’s passing. Philip proposes selling the estate, igniting

a fierce debate among the siblings. Some, like Alix, see an opportunity for

financial gain and advocate for a strategic sale, while others express a desire

to preserve the residence as a family heirloom. This clash between emotional

attachment and financial pragmatism captures the essence of their familial

dynamic.

The climax of the chapter arrives with the delivery of opulent treats from a

Parisian bakery, coupled with an enticing cash offer for Tyersall Park. This

development intensifies the siblings' conflicting interests, spotlighting their

struggle between financial ambitions and the sentimental value of their

ancestral home. As the chapter closes, the stage is set for a dramatic

showdown involving family loyalty, greed, and the future of their legacy.

### Key Themes and Character Developments:

1. Conflict and Entitlement: Eddie’s confrontational demeanor reveals

 his deep-seated privilege and lack of accountability, while Fiona's

steadiness provides a stark counterpoint to his explosive behavior.

2. Family Dynamics: The siblings’ debate over the fate of Tyersall Park

 emphasizes their varied priorities—some are motivated by financial

security, while others are rooted in familial loyalty.
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3. Class and Discretion: The maids’ non-involvement serves as a

 poignant commentary on the lives of the wealthy, providing insight into the

absurdities of their conflicts, while illustrating their resolve to remain

detached observers.

4. Business versus Sentiment: The divergence of opinions regarding

 Tyersall Park encapsulates a central theme of the narrative—the delicate

balance between preserving family legacy and navigating the ruthless

pursuits of financial opportunity.

This chapter skillfully intertwines themes of familial discord, aspirations for

wealth, and the intricate realities faced by Singapore's elite, leaving readers

eager for the unfolding drama yet to come.
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Chapter 39 Summary: 

In Chapter 39, titled "Rich People Problems," we delve into the tumultuous

 life of Kitty, who is anxiously anticipating the release of a new magazine

issue that she believes will elevate her status in high society. Sunbathing in

her opulent pool, she dreams of seeing her cover story in the latest issue of

*Tattle*. However, her excitement quickly turns to shock and dismay when

the magazine arrives, revealing her stepmother, Colette, and her husband,

Lucien, featured alongside an orangutan. Instead of Kitty being the center of

attention, it's Colette's philanthropic mission in Indonesia that steals the

spotlight.

Kitty's disappointment deepens as she discovers that the article about Colette

focuses on her conservation efforts for orangutans, a cause that has garnered

significant media attention. Meanwhile, her confidant, Oliver, finds himself

in a difficult position back in Hong Kong. He struggles to find the right

words for Kitty after the controversial cover change, which he understands

was a hasty editorial decision meant to avoid tension between the two

women.

Feeling overshadowed and infuriated, Kitty perceives Colette's rising fame

as a deliberate attempt to eclipse her own aspirations. In a heated

conversation with Oliver, Kitty demands a higher royal title than Colette's,

convinced that this would secure her place in the elite hierarchy and shield
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her from further embarrassment. Oliver, aware of Kitty's escalating

frustration and his own financial insecurities, tries to diffuse the situation by

suggesting that a prestigious fall cover would serve her interests far better in

the long term. Yet, Kitty remains resolute, insisting on immediate action.

This chapter explores Kitty's obsessive quest for recognition and status

against the backdrop of Oliver's more pressing concerns about financial

stability. Their dynamic highlights the often superficial nature of high

society, where titles and public appearances dictate personal worth. Themes

of vanity and the lengths individuals will go to preserve their image are

poignantly illustrated amid the characters' extravagant lifestyles. The blend

of humor and drama reflects the fragility and anxiety lurking beneath the

glittering surface of the wealthy elite, providing insightful commentary on

the pressures that come with affluence and ambition.
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Chapter 40: 

Chapter Summary: Tyersall Park's Fate

In this pivotal chapter, Nick and Rachel face increasing tensions regarding

the future of Tyersall Park, Nick's ancestral home symbolizing his heritage

and childhood memories. Upon their arrival for lunch, they find the dining

room transformed into a chaotic bidding war zone, with frantic staff

members handling overwhelming offers for the estate. While Nick's aunts

are eager to sell amidst attractive bids, Nick grapples with the emotional

weight of potentially losing a place that holds deep significance for him.

As they share a somewhat tense lunch on the terrace with a select group of

family members, Felicity and Victoria express their frustration over Nick's

father's absence, as he relaxes in Sydney while the property is up for

discussion. The family dives into the lucrative offers on the table, including

one from a luxury Christian community, which disgusts Nick and underlines

the clash between material interests and familial values.

After the lunch, Nick takes Rachel to his cherished noodle shop, Sun Yik

Noodles, only to find it has been replaced by a trendy boutique. This loss

embodies the rapid commercialization of Singapore, reflecting Nick's

sadness over the changing character of his beloved city. He confides in
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Rachel about hisdetermination to safeguard Tyersall Park from destruction,

igniting a sense of urgency within him.

Inspired by Nick's passion, Rachel offers her support, and together they

devise a strategy to appeal to Nick’s father and cousin Alistair in efforts to

halt the sale. The chapter concludes with Nick feeling revitalized and

bolstered by Rachel's perspective, resolute in his mission to preserve the

legacy of Tyersall Park.

Key Themes & Character Development:

1. Family Dynamics - This chapter highlights the tension within Nick’s

 family regarding the future of Tyersall Park. The differing motivations of

the family members expose a rift driven by contrasting priorities between

financial gain and the importance of heritage.

2. Cultural Change - Nick's poignant realization about Singapore's swift

 transformation signifies a larger theme of loss—both personal and

cultural—as he witnesses cherished local establishments vanish under the

weight of commercialization.

3. Identity and Heritage - The chapter underscores Nick's internal

 struggle with his identity, intricately linked to Tyersall Park. His
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commitment to defend the estate represents a broader fight to maintain one’s

roots and cultural history amidst inevitable change.

Through this dynamic chapter filled with family drama, cultural critique, and

a quest for identity, readers become deeply invested in Nick's journey to

protect his past and the essence of his heritage.
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Chapter 41 Summary: 

In Chapter 41 of "Rich People Problems," Astrid visits the historic Helena

 May club in Hong Kong to meet Isabel Wu, Charlie’s ex-wife. Their

previous meetings were marked by tension due to familial complexities, but

this lunch marks a turning point as they find common ground. Isabel

expresses gratitude for Astrid’s concern for her daughters, Chloe and

Delphine, and they reminisce about their grandmothers, both formidable

women who shaped their lives.

During lunch, Isabel lightens the mood by recalling a humorous mishap in

Singapore where she accidentally spilled soup on someone, which helps to

ease past animosities. Astrid reassures Isabel that her intent is not to replace

her but to foster a friendship with her girls.

After their meal, Astrid invites Isabel to Charlie’s new home in Shek O. The

drive reveals a stunning transition from Hong Kong’s bustling cityscape to

its picturesque coastal scenery. Upon arrival, Isabel admires the villa’s

contemporary design, a stark contrast to her own traditional surroundings.

The house tour showcases breathtaking ocean views and stylish decor, with

Astrid feeling relieved that their tastes align, minimizing potential conflicts.

As Astrid prepares to return to Singapore, she is hit by a wave of anxiety

after receiving urgent texts from family and friends, suggesting unresolved
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issues at home. This moment of tension underscores Astrid’s internal

struggle as she navigates her role within two very different worlds.

Themes of family dynamics, the challenge of blending past and present

relationships, and the pressures that come with high-society expectations are

woven throughout the chapter, all set against the backdrop of Hong Kong’s

lavish lifestyle.
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Chapter 42 Summary: 

In this vibrant chapter of "Rich People Problems," the fate of Tyersall Park,

 the luxurious estate central to familial drama, takes center stage. The

chapter opens with Nick reaching out to his father, Philip, who is enjoying a

hike along the picturesque Bondi-to-Coogee route. During their

conversation, the impending sale of Tyersall Park is discussed. Philip,

reflecting on his troubled childhood, dismisses the estate as a "prison" and

shows little attachment. However, Nick, fueled by his emotional connection

to the property and its rich heritage, argues compellingly for its preservation.

To Nick’s surprise, Philip hands over a thirty percent stake in the estate,

granting him control over its future.

Back at home, the news of their newfound authority stirs excitement,

especially with the arrival of an extraordinary ten billion dollar offer from a

shadowy figure named Jack Bing. Jack’s intention to keep Tyersall Park

intact captures the family's attention, thrilling them yet leaving them wary of

his mysterious motives.

Meanwhile, the narrative shifts to Oliver and Kitty, who are preparing for a

significant meeting with the Dowager Sultana of Perawak. Kitty, intent on

establishing herself within high society, bends royal protocol without

realizing the gravity of her actions, while a nervous Oliver tries to guide her

through the complex etiquette of such an occasion. Their encounter with the
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opulent Dowager, adorned in diamonds and exuding regality, reveals

insights about the competitive bids for Tyersall Park, underscoring the

estate's allure.

Driven by a desire for status and recognition, Kitty becomes enamored with

the prospect of acquiring the estate to solidify her place in elite society.

Encouraged by Oliver, she boldly decides to present her own offer of ten

billion dollars, showcasing her ambition and determination in this

high-stakes world of wealth and prestige.

In this chapter, key characters are deftly portrayed: Nick struggles between

his familial ties and the emotional weight of Tyersall Park, while Philip

embodies a pragmatic detachment, contrasting Nick’s impassioned plea.

Rachel, supportive of Nick's perspective, sees potential in their new position.

Kitty exemplifies ambition, aiming to elevate her status, with Oliver

navigating the complexities and expectations that accompany their social

ascent.

Overall, this chapter skillfully blends humor and drama, exploring the

themes of family legacy versus financial ambition, love and loyalty, and the

relentless quest for status. As the characters grapple with their identities and

aspirations within the intricate web of family dynamics, the narrative

captures the essence of belonging and cultural heritage amidst the lavish

backdrop of wealth and elite society.
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Chapter 43 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 43: Rich People Problems

In this chapter, the narrative centers on Carlton and Scheherazade as they

embark on a challenging hike through the scenic MacRitchie Reservoir in

Singapore. The hike serves as a backdrop for their personal explorations,

revealing vulnerabilities and allowing for a deeper connection. While

Carlton grapples with exhaustion, soaked in sweat from the trek,

Scheherazade appears effortlessly composed. Their conversation drifts

toward their childhoods, exposing their mutual struggles with identity;

Scheherazade describes her upbringing in a British expat community where

she often felt like an outsider, both in Singapore and in England. Similarly,

Carlton confides his feelings of disconnection, trapped between his Chinese

heritage in Shanghai and his Western experiences in London.

Their adventure takes an unexpected turn when they encounter a group of

immaculately dressed men, who arrive with sunset drinks and live music—a

charming effort by Carlton to elevate their date. This moment of beauty

culminates in a tender kiss, highlighting the budding romance between them.

As the evening unfolds, Carlton drops Scheherazade off at her family's

luxurious penthouse. To his surprise, she invites him to join her parents for
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drinks despite his casual hiking attire. Here, tension escalates as Carlton

comes face-to-face with his ex-girlfriend, Colette, who is present and now

holds the title of Countess. This unanticipated encounter revives memories

of a painful past, particularly a traumatic incident linked to Colette that

heavily impacted Carlton’s family.

The dinner atmosphere thickens with tension as Colette slyly references her

past actions that caused Carlton distress. Her demeanor reveals that her

character hasn't fundamentally changed, setting the stage for potential

conflict. The complicated dynamics among the characters—past grievances

intertwined with present emotions—create a charged environment, leaving

readers eager to see how these unresolved tensions will affect Carlton and

Scheherazade's emerging relationship.
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Chapter 44: 

Summary of Chapter 44: The Peak, Hong Kong

In this gripping chapter, Charlie Wu receives a frantic call from his daughter,

Chloe, imploring him to return home because her mother, Isabel, is behaving

erratically. Concerned for his family's well-being, Charlie swiftly makes his

way to their residence at The Peak, navigating through heavy traffic and an

unexpected crowd gathered for a spontaneous party Isabel has organized.

Upon arriving, Charlie is met with chaos. Security personnel mistakenly

identify him as an intruder, but after he proves his identity, he gains entry to

the party. Inside, he finds Isabel in a manic state, energetically hosting a

charity event while exhibiting erratic behavior and a provocative appearance.

His daughters, Chloe and Delphine, are swept up in the peculiar atmosphere,

prompting Charlie to insist they leave. However, Isabel, blinded by the

excitement of the fundraiser and her ambitious plans, dismisses the severity

of the situation.

After ensuring their safety, Charlie is jolted awake at 3 AM by a

confrontational call from Isabel. Her tone oscillates between belligerence

and an unsettling calmness, reflecting her unstable mental state. While trying

to reason with her, Charlie realizes that Isabel's thoughts are spiraling into
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jealousy and anger directed at his new partner, Astrid, whom she sees as a

threat to her family dynamic.

As the narrative progresses, Isabel’s mental health continues to deteriorate.

In a sudden, desperate move, she leaves the party, driven by paranoia and

jealousy over losing her children to Astrid. The chapter reaches a dramatic

climax when Isabel posts an inflammatory video of Charlie and Astrid

online, publicly denouncing them and shattering the family's fragile peace.

In a tragic and unexpected turn, Isabel's actions culminate in a life-altering

decision that leaves readers in a state of suspense.

This chapter effectively highlights the challenges of mental health issues, the

complexities of family dynamics, and the corrosive effects of jealousy.

Isabel's manic episode serves as a poignant reminder of how unchecked

emotional turmoil can lead individuals to the brink of self-destruction.
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Chapter 45 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 16: Rich People Problems

In this chapter, the narrative unfolds with Carlton's disastrous date with

Scheherazade, heightened by a shocking revelation from Colette that

intensifies Carlton's feelings of isolation and anxiety. Seeking solace,

Carlton turns to his sister Rachel, who points out that his striking looks may

have insulated him from genuine emotional struggles. She encourages him to

win Scheherazade over with a grand romantic gesture, despite Carlton's

reservations about coming across as overly intense or stalker-like.

Simultaneously, at Tyersall Park, Jack Bing and his wife, Kitty, tour the

estate with the financially troubled Young sisters. Jack is captivated by the

property's historical and architectural beauty, while Kitty discusses

ambitious renovation plans that unsettle the sisters. Oliver, the family's

advisor, attempts to mediate the situation, but the atmosphere becomes tense

when Jack's prior relationship with Colette, who once plotted against Rachel,

emerges as a contentious topic. 

Nick is increasingly distressed by the discussions surrounding the potential

sale of the estate to the Bings. Memories of Rachel's near-fatal incident due

to Colette's actions weigh heavily on his mind, leading him to reject Jack’s
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lucrative offer. Instead, he proposes to match the bid in a bid to keep the

family legacy intact, showing his commitment to preserving their history

and guarding his wife's emotional well-being. 

This chapter explores themes of family loyalty, the burden of history, and

the contrasting values of material wealth versus emotional ties. The

characters navigate their conflicting desires and fears, setting the stage for

pivotal decisions that will shape their familial legacy amidst the pressures of

wealth and interpersonal loyalty.
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Chapter 46 Summary: 

In Chapter 17 of "Rich People Problems," the scene is set at the opulent

 Capella resort on Sentosa Island, where members of Singapore's elite art

community convene for a crucial acquisitions board meeting. The air is thick

with gossip, notably regarding Astrid Leong, amidst the fallout from a

scandal involving a leaked video featuring her ex-husband. This incident has

notably tarnished the image of the museum, raising concerns among board

members, particularly curator Felipe Hsu, who fears the tension could derail

their discussions.

As the meeting begins, Astrid, a prominent figure in the art world, openly

expresses her favoritism towards the renowned artist Anish Kapoor.

However, she vows to recuse herself from voting on any of his works to

maintain integrity. This decision leads to a firestorm when board member

Sarita Singh calls for Astrid's removal from the board, sparking a heated

argument that highlights the underlying rivalries and power struggles within

the elite art circle. 

Feeling hurt and isolated, Astrid exits with her cousin Sophie, who brings

troubling news about the video's viral spread and its potential effect on

Astrid's son, Cassidy. This new reality shifts Astrid’s focus onto her son’s

wellbeing, prompting her to confront the implications of the scandal on their

family life.
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In the meantime, Charlie Wu, who harbors a romantic interest in Astrid,

learns from his mother that his estranged wife, Isabel, is the individual

behind the video leak. This revelation not only deepens the crisis

surrounding Astrid but also unveils Isabel's deteriorating mental health,

compounding the emotional turmoil affecting both families. 

The chapter intricately weaves themes of scandal, familial loyalty, and

societal expectations, revealing the complex interplay of personal

relationships amid the glamour and privilege of Singapore's wealthy elite.

As the characters navigate their intertwined lives, readers are drawn into a

nuanced exploration of how hidden truths and public personas collide,

shaping their quests for happiness in a world fraught with chaos.
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Chapter 47 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 47: Rich People Problems

Chapter 47 delves into the contrasting experiences of two protagonists,

Scheherazade and Charlie, as they navigate their personal relationships

against the glamorous backdrop of Paris.

Scheherazade's Romantic Encounter

After an extravagant party, Scheherazade seeks solace in leftover pizza and

her favorite show, *The Walking Dead*. However, her tranquil evening is

upended by Carlton Bao, who attempts to recreate a romantic film moment

by serenading her. Initially flustered by his boldness, Scheherazade finds

humor in the scene when bodyguards intervene, resulting in an unexpected

yet sweet connection. Carlton’s affectionate gesture culminates in a kiss,

signaling the start of a budding romance that highlights the theme of love

emerging amidst chaos.

Charlie’s Frustration and Regret

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


In stark contrast, Charlie is consumed by anxiety as he searches for Astrid,

his partner who has mysteriously disappeared. His journey through the

streets of Paris is fraught with tension and regret, as he reflects on the events

that may have led her to feel compelled to leave. A handwritten note from

Astrid reveals her struggles with self-worth, accentuating the emotional

weight Charlie carries as he grapples with his past decisions. His longing to

alter their circumstances gives the narrative a poignant depth as he confronts

the reality of love tinged with loss.

Themes of Love and Loss

The chapter poignantly intertwines the themes of love and loss, illustrating

how Scheherazade's lighthearted romantic misadventures coexist with

Charlie's heart-wrenching reflections. While Scheherazade experiences the

joyful awkwardness of romance, Charlie's narrative unravels the deeper

sorrow and regret associated with love. This duality underscores the

complexity of human connections, revealing how relationships can evoke

both elation and grief.

Ultimately, Chapter 47 artfully blends humor and melancholy, inviting

readers to contemplate the unpredictable nature of love and the choices that

shape our lives.
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Chapter 48: 

### Chapter 48 Summary: A New Era for Tyersall Park

In this chapter, we find Rachel and Nick amidst the lush beauty of the rose

garden in Tyersall Park, Singapore, a symbol of the family’s rich heritage.

Nick has just come from a discouraging meeting with Alfred Shang, a

prominent financier who has declined to invest in Tyersall Park, warning

Nick about a looming financial crisis in Asia. Despite the setback, Rachel

remains optimistic, suggesting they could start anew with a country home.

Nick humorously brushes off this idea, realizing the gravity of their current

situation makes such dreams feel far-fetched.

As time runs short, Nick convenes with his aunts in the library to finalize the

sale of Tyersall Park to Jack Bing for an astounding ten billion dollars. This

monumental decision brings mixed emotions to the gathering; though the

sale ensures financial stability, it also signifies a poignant farewell to their

ancestral home. Stepping outside to gather his thoughts, Nick leaves his

aunts to wrestle with their feelings. Felicity openly expresses her regret over

leaving the family estate, while Alix tries to offer comfort, asserting that

their late mother would be proud of their decision, hinting at deeper family

tensions and differing perspectives on legacy.
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Meanwhile, Oliver, the intermediary in the transaction, privately celebrates

the significance of the sale for his own family. Overwhelmed with a sense of

joy and relief, he breaks into a heartfelt dance, tears of happiness streaming

down his face as he reflects on the debt relief the sale will bring and the

restoration of his family's status.

This chapter encapsulates crucial themes of legacy, financial pressure, and

personal transformation. Through humor and heartfelt moments, the

characters confront the uncertainty of their futures and the monumental

shifts in their lives brought on by the sale of Tyersall Park.
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Chapter 49 Summary: 

Chapter 49 Summary: Unraveling Mysteries and Family Ties

The tension escalates as characters confront family dynamics and the

mystery of Astrid's disappearance in this chapter. The scene unfolds at a

rooftop bar in Los Angeles, where Alex Leong and Charlie are sharing

drinks. They engage in a serious discussion about Astrid’s alarming absence,

with Charlie voicing his growing concerns for her mental well-being. He

suspects she might be experiencing a breakdown under the weight of

familial pressure.

Alex, reflecting on his own estrangement from his elitist parents, sheds light

on the cold, calculating nature of high society. He reveals how his family's

obsession with status and reputation led to their indifference towards

Astrid’s plight. Alex’s painful history of being disowned for marrying

outside his family's rigid racial preferences adds depth to the understanding

of the societal pressures plaguing individuals like Astrid and himself.

Motivated by his conversation with Alex, Charlie resolves to help Astrid

break free from her family's oppressive expectations. Upon returning to his

hotel suite, he discovers a letter from Astrid, written during her time in Paris.

The letter features an intriguing monogram—DSA—which piques his
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curiosity. Seeking answers, he contacts his friend Janice in Hong Kong, who

swiftly uncovers that DSA stands for Diego San Antonio, a notable social

figure in the Philippines. This revelation invigorates Charlie's search as he

gains a potential lead to locate Astrid.

Overall, this chapter underscores themes of family loyalty, societal

pressures, and the pursuit of personal freedom. It poignantly portrays the

challenges individuals face in reconciling their true selves with the

expectations imposed by their families, while navigating the intricate world

of love, identity, and belonging.
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Chapter 50 Summary: 

In Chapter 50 of "Rich People Problems," the emotional stakes heighten as

 Rachel and her close friend Peik Lin gather at Tyersall Park, the family

estate poised for sale. The chapter opens with a poignant atmosphere, as

Nick, Rachel's partner, spends his afternoons alone in the garden, grappling

with the weight of memories tied to the estate. Rachel candidly shares her

heartbreak over the impending sale and Nick's troubled state, while Peik Lin

voices her own frustrations in the dating realm. The two friends decide to

seek comfort in drinks, establishing a supportive bond amid their respective

emotional struggles. 

As Nick takes a solitary walk through the estate's woods, he encounters Ah

Ling, his childhood nanny, engaged in prayer at a significant tree. Their

conversation unfolds with an air of nostalgia, revealing Nick's deep-seated

guilt about the sacrifices Ah Ling made for his family, often at the expense

of her own happiness. This emotional exchange brings Nick to tears,

underscoring his internal conflict regarding his strained relationship with his

grandmother and the impending loss of their cherished home.

Ah Ling reassures Nick by recalling the generous nature of his grandmother,

and she presents him with cherished keepsakes from her will, including a

letter that introduces him to Jirasit Sirisindhu, a wealthy and influential man

in Thailand. Intrigued, Nick and Rachel quickly investigate Jirasit,
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discovering his substantial wealth and connections that could potentially

help save Tyersall Park. Motivated by this newfound lead, Nick devises a

plan to travel to Thailand to seek Jirasit's assistance, while Rachel suggests

she remain behind to manage the situation and prevent any hasty decisions

regarding the estate sale.

This chapter weaves together themes of nostalgia, familial sacrifice, and the

complexities of love, setting the stage for Nick’s quest to reconnect with his

heritage and fight for his family's legacy. The emotional depth and character

reflections lead readers to anticipate the potential for new beginnings as

Nick embarks on his journey to reclaim what once was so dear.
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Chapter 51 Summary: 

In Chapter 51, Nick Young arrives in the enchanting city of Chiang Mai,

 Thailand, renowned for its scenic beauty and rich cultural heritage. He is

taken to a lavish estate designed in the traditional Royal Lanna Thai style,

surrounded by verdant gardens and an artificial lake that exudes a sense of

stepping back into a more serene era. 

Upon arrival, Nick is greeted by Jirasit, an elegant elderly man who is a

longtime friend of Nick’s grandmother, Su Yi. Their heartfelt reunion is

steeped in nostalgia as Jirasit fondly recalls the indomitable spirit of Su Yi

during World War II, when both worked for the British in India. His

anecdotes reveal Su Yi's charm and resilience during tumultuous times,

highlighting her profound impact on those around her.

Their conversation takes a pivotal turn when Nick presents Jirasit with an

old Dunhill case that Su Yi entrusted to him. This gesture sparks joy in

Jirasit as he reconnects with a treasured possession. Their discussion leads to

a revelation about a safe hidden in Jirasit's home, which might contain

valuable keepsakes. 

To unlock the safe, they discover that the combination is tied to Su Yi’s

pearl earrings. Seeking assistance, Nick reaches out to his wife, Rachel, who

uncovers hidden Chinese characters on the earrings that ultimately reveal the
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safe’s combination. When Nick finally opens the safe, he is surprised to find

not jewels, but stacks of red leather-bound diaries filled with Su Yi's

personal writings.

Intrigued yet perplexed, Nick delves into the diaries, which chronologically

reveal the tumultuous experiences of Su Yi during the war. The entries

recount her heart-wrenching encounters with her brother, Ah Jit, who

suffered at the hands of Japanese agents. Through vivid descriptions, Su Yi's

emotions and the historical context paint a complex portrait of her character,

unveiling a legacy marked by resilience, pain, and beauty.

As Nick reads, he confronts the startling realization that his understanding of

his grandmother's past may be fundamentally flawed. This chapter

intricately weaves themes of memory, legacy, and the deep scars left by war

on personal histories, setting the stage for deeper revelations in Nick's

journey and the enduring influence of family history on identity.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 52: 

Chapter 52 Summary: The Tense Family Dynamics

In this chapter of "Rich People Problems," we are transported to an opulent

poolside gathering at Eleanor's estate, where the air is thick with anticipation

for the arrival of her niece, Jackie. The scene is set with a group of elite

ladies—Lorena, Nadine, and Daisy—who fill the space with lighthearted

banter about gossip and the latest fashion trends in Singapore, highlighting

their glamorous yet superficial lifestyles.

However, what begins as a casual Bible study quickly shifts into a forum for

revealing deeper anxieties and unspoken expectations regarding family and

societal roles. Rachel, who is married to Nick, finds herself under scrutiny as

the women delve into probing discussions about parenthood. Their questions

expose the traditional values they hold dear, applying pressure on Rachel to

start a family, which intensifies her feelings of discomfort.

The situation takes an awkward turn when Jackie unexpectedly suggests a

medical examination, leaving Rachel feeling cornered. In a moment of

frustration, she confronts Eleanor about her impatience regarding

grandparenthood, igniting a heated argument that splits the group, echoing

the clash between modern views on family and the entrenched expectations
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of tradition.

This chapter reveals a stark juxtaposition between the characters' luxurious

lives and the emotional turmoil they face. Themes of familial obligation,

societal norms, and the complexities of motherhood are interwoven

throughout the narrative. Rachel’s resolve strengthens as she asserts that her

happiness and personal timing must take precedence over external pressures.

Ultimately, the chapter concludes with Rachel’s dramatic exit, marked by a

powerful prayer for liberation. This moment represents her bold declaration

of independence amid the competing voices of family dynamics, setting the

stage for her character's evolution in the face of societal expectations.
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Chapter 53 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter 53: Manila, Philippines

In this vibrant chapter, the narrative unfolds at a glamorous party in

Dasmariñas, Manila, hosted by the enigmatic China Cruz. The atmosphere is

electric until chaos erupts when Diego San Antonio engages in a violent

confrontation with an intruder who is aggressively searching for Astrid. The

intensity escalates as the struggle spills down a grand staircase, resulting in

the shattering of valuable artwork and the unfortunate destruction of a

specially flown-in roasted pig, underscoring the contrast between high

society's opulence and the chaos that ensues.

Charlie Wu, a character who has stealthily infiltrated the event, observes the

turmoil while desperately searching for Astrid. Despite a heated exchange

with Diego—who fiercely guards Astrid's whereabouts—Charlie is left

grappling with regret and anxiety over the scandal his actions have caused,

fearing it will push Astrid further into isolation.

After the uproar, Charlie encounters a mysterious girl named Angel, who

delivers a cryptic message urging him to take a charter flight from a private

terminal the following day. Heeding her advice, Charlie embarks on a

picturesque journey to Palawan. The island's stunning scenery serves as a
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stark contrast to his turbulent emotions. Accompanied by Marco, a young

Filipino who speaks with an American accent, Charlie experiences an

exhilarating swim through an underwater cave leading to a secret lagoon.

As the chapter culminates, Charlie's heart races when he finally spots Astrid

emerging from behind the palm trees, marking the climax of their separate

yet intertwined journeys. This moment signifies the potential for an

emotional reunion, capturing the themes of longing and desperation that

have defined Charlie's quest.

Overall, the chapter explores the glamorous yet chaotic intersection of high

society and personal turmoil, emphasizing the lengths one will go to for love

and the emotional stakes inherent within such a lavish setting.
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Chapter 54 Summary: 

In Chapter 54, titled "Rich People Problems," Rachel awakens at the opulent

 Tyersall Park in Singapore, greeted by the enticing aroma of coffee. To her

surprise, Nick has returned from Thailand, bringing with him captivating

revelations discovered in his late grandmother's diaries. As they share

breakfast, Nick recounts an unexpected tale of love and bravery from World

War II, revealing that his grandmother, Su Yi, had a secret romance with

Prince Jirasit. This relationship, rooted in the tumult of the Japanese

occupation, leads Su Yi to return to Singapore, driven by passion and a

desire to defy the prevailing circumstances.

Their discussion deepens when Nick uncovers the implications of this affair:

it resulted in the birth of Auntie Cat, a familial connection that redefines

their understanding of current family dynamics. Emotionally charged, Nick

reflects on how Auntie Cat spoke of Su Yi's relationship with Nick's

grandfather, who chose forgiveness over resentment, raising Auntie Cat

alongside his own children with compassion.

Rachel finds herself resonating with Su Yi's experiences, reflecting on her

own family's struggles with infidelity. This exploration of familial ties and

secrets instills in her a greater appreciation for Su Yi's courageous history,

particularly her efforts during the war to transform Tyersall Park into a

sanctuary for those fleeing from the Japanese occupation—a noble act that
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Rachel admires deeply.

Adding to the weight of Su Yi's legacy, Nick presents a letter from King

George VI, recognizing Su Yi’s wartime heroism. He realizes the

significance of Tyersall Park as not just a family estate, but as a historical

landmark worthy of preservation. However, Nick anticipates resistance from

his family regarding the potential sale of the estate, prompting him to devise

a plan to save it and reposition it as a heritage site. He envisions partnering

with affluent supporters to ensure its enduring legacy.

As the chapter concludes, Rachel expresses her enthusiasm for Nick’s

endeavor, hinting that she may know individuals who could assist in this

ambitious project. This revelation sets the stage for forthcoming challenges,

touching on themes of legacy, identity, and the complexities of familial

relationships, while weaving Rachel and Nick’s personal journey into the

rich tapestry of their family’s history.
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Chapter 55 Summary: 

Summary of Chapter Nine - Matinloc Island, Palawan

In this chapter, Charlie and Astrid embark on a romantic getaway to the

idyllic Matinloc Island, surrounded by breathtaking landscapes. Their

embrace signifies a much-needed reconnection after a period of separation.

Astrid opens up about her decision to retreat, revealing she needed time for

self-discovery and to escape the familial pressures weighing on her.

Her journey leads her to a hidden island, once owned by her eccentric

great-aunt, prompting Astrid to reflect on her family's legacy. This

exploration compels her to confront the generational fears that have been

passed down to her. Embracing spontaneity, she indulges in a liberating

swim with Charlie in the lagoon, symbolizing her newfound sense of

freedom.

Throughout their time together, Astrid articulates the various familial

pressures she has faced, particularly from her critical mother.

Acknowledging that her life choices have often been dictated by the need to

please her parents, Astrid reveals her readiness to break free from this

narrative. With the guidance of a healer named Simone-Christine, she has

begun to understand that her fears do not have to control her destiny.
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As they share a meal, Charlie admits his desire to build a future with Astrid

and encourages her to return home. However, Astrid remains hesitant, eager

to continue her journey of self-exploration and considering ways to

contribute to the local community of Palawan. In a poignant moment,

Charlie updates her on significant news: his friend Isabel is recovering from

an illness, and Astrid’s ex-husband, Michael, has signed the divorce papers,

easing her legal burdens. The news leaves Astrid contemplative about her

future.

As she engages in self-reflection, Astrid acknowledges her feelings for

Charlie while also feeling cautious about rushing into another commitment

after her recent experiences. She longs to offer her son, Cassian, a sense of

freedom and joy similar to that experienced by the children of Palawan.

The chapter culminates with Charlie asking if he still has a place in Astrid's

new life of freedom. Astrid’s silence suggests her inner conflict, leaving

readers to ponder the delicate balance between independence and love.

Key Events & Themes

- Self-Discovery: Emphasizing Astrid’s personal growth and her quest to

 forge her identity beyond family obligations.
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- Love and Connection: Highlighting the transformative power of love

 showcased in the bond between Charlie and Astrid.

- Fear and Legacy: Examining how generational fears shape the

 characters’ lives and choices, underlining the significance of breaking these

cycles.

- Community and Freedom: Astrid's desire to engage with the local

 community reflects her search for deeper connections and the true essence

of freedom.

This chapter intricately blends personal reflections with a sense of

adventure, inviting readers to contemplate the complexities of relationships

and the pursuit of an authentic life.
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Chapter 56: 

In Chapter 56, titled "Rich People Problems," Kitty and Oliver delve into the

 stunning interiors of Kanaal, a remarkable project by Axel Vervoordt in

Antwerp that showcases his design expertise. Kitty is captivated by the

elegance of the space, dreaming of recreating such beauty at her family

estate, Tyersall Park. Oliver sees potential in her vision and proposes the

idea of transforming Tyersall Park into a contemporary art venue, igniting

exciting possibilities for the estate's future.

Their exploration takes an unexpected turn when Axel himself arrives,

charming both Kitty and Oliver. Kitty's enthusiasm grows as she learns

about Axel's majestic castle, Kasteel van’s-Gravenwezel. However, the

mood darkens when a new couple is mentioned—one that has purchased

Tyersall Park and has ties to Kitty’s estranged family, particularly to Colette,

who plans to renovate the estate with Axel's assistance. This revelation stirs

anger and frustration in Kitty, as she feels encroached upon by her family's

legacy being taken over.

Seeking comfort amidst her tumultuous feelings, Kitty retreats to her private

plane for a massage and confides in Oliver about her emotional turmoil. He

advises her to adopt a strategic, patient approach similar to that of the

historical Empress Dowager Cixi, encouraging her to focus on her son,

which would solidify her influence within the family. Inspired by this
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conversation, Kitty devises a bold plan: if she secretly invests in Tyersall

Park, she could outmaneuver Colette and reclaim her family's estate.

The stakes rise further when Oliver informs Kitty that Tyersall Park has been

designated a national historic landmark, complicating Jack's previous offer

concerning the estate. Armed with her considerable financial resources,

Kitty realizes she could play a critical role in thwarting Colette’s ambitions.

As the chapter closes, Kitty's determination shines alongside her playful

spirit, prompting her to return to Singapore and strategically engage with

Tyersall Park. This chapter adeptly intertwines themes of wealth, power

struggles, and personal rivalries within a glamorous context, emphasizing

the complexities of life among the elite.
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