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About the book

In "Season of the Witch," Cathi Unsworth navigates the complex interplay

between goth music and the socio-political climate of 1970s-80s Britain, a

period marked by industrial unrest, political upheaval, and cultural

transformation. The narrative unfolds against a backdrop of striking events,

including the rise of Margaret Thatcher, whose policies deeply affected the

working class and marginalized communities.

As Britain faces economic strife and the haunting legacies of figures like

punk icon Sid Vicious, an eclectic alliance of outsiders—musicians, artists,

and fans—begins to emerge. Bands such as Siouxsie and the Banshees, Joy

Division, and The Cure become instrumental in channeling the collective

angst of the era. These artists craft sounds that resonate with the bleak

realities of their time, marrying dark themes to innovative music that

challenges societal norms.

Unsworth meticulously chronicles this evolution, illustrating how goth

music served not merely as entertainment but as a voice for disenfranchised

youths. The genre's embrace of the macabre and its exploration of taboo

subjects captured the imaginations of a generation searching for identity and

purpose amidst chaos.

Through this rich social history, "Season of the Witch" brings to light the
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enduring impact of goth culture, revealing its roots in a turbulent political

landscape. The book emphasizes how the goth movement redefined youth

culture, leaving a legacy that continues to influence contemporary society.

Ultimately, it portrays goth not just as a musical genre but as a vital

expression of rebellion and resilience in the face of societal challenges.
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About the author

Cathi Unsworth, a key figure in rock journalism since her arrival in

Ladbroke Grove in 1987, has made significant contributions to the music

scene through her insightful articles in well-regarded publications such as

Sounds and Melody Maker. Her editorial work with the arts journal Purr and

her tenure at Bizarre magazine highlight her versatility across various forms

of writing and her deep engagement with contemporary culture. Unsworth's

transition into fiction came in August 2005 with her debut novel, *The Not

Knowing*, published by Serpent's Tail. This literary launch signifies her

evolution from music critic to novelist, allowing her to explore narrative

depth and character development, further cementing her status as a

prominent and multifaceted voice in both literary and musical spheres.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1. The Rebel Alliance

Chapter 1: The Rebel Alliance

The chapter begins by examining the surge of individualism in 1980s

Britain, a phenomenon rooted in unlikely alliances forged amid the

socio-political turbulence of the mid-1970s. These alliances brought together

independent thinkers who defied established norms, ultimately leading to

significant shifts in both politics and culture, epitomized by the election of

Margaret Thatcher as Prime Minister in May 1979.

At the forefront are two influential figures—Margaret Thatcher and Siouxsie

Sioux. Thatcher, representing traditional conservative values, emerged as a

formidable political leader, while Sioux embodied the fierce, rebellious

energy of the punk music scene. Despite their differing domains, both

women were shaped by revolutionary outsiders intent on challenging the

status quo.

The chapter profiles key influencers pivotal to this dynamic period. Alfred

Sherman, a crucial adviser to Thatcher, is depicted as a fierce advocate for

radical economic policies who shifted from a disillusioned Leftist to a

champion of free-market principles, emphasizing conflict as a path to

change. In contrast, Malcolm McLaren, the provocateur behind punk’s
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explosive rise and the visionary behind the SEX boutique, played a critical

role in the formation of the iconic band, the Sex Pistols. His disruptive

tactics and approach to fashion sharply contrasted with Sherman’s political

strategies.

Amplifying the narrative, the socio-political backdrop of the 1970s is

explored—characterized by economic crises, labor strikes, and power

shortages. This tumultuous environment not only facilitated Thatcher’s

ascent but also acted as a catalyst for the punk rock movement. The interplay

between the political landscape and the burgeoning music scene is vividly

illustrated through the stories of these influential figures.

The emergence of punk culture is further documented through McLaren's

evolution in the fashion industry, transforming his surf shop into a catalyst

for punk ideology. Alongside his partner, Vivienne Westwood, McLaren

utilized fashion as a tool of rebellion, invigorating a new generation of

musicians, most notably the Sex Pistols.

The chapter wraps up by underscoring the lasting legacy of the punk

movement, detailing its profound influence on subsequent generations of

musicians and cultural icons. It illustrates how the seeds of individualism

sown during this charged era laid the groundwork for future artistic

movements, permeating the cultural landscape of the 1980s and beyond,

amidst the ongoing political unrest.
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In summary, this chapter establishes a framework for understanding the

intricate connections between the political upheavals of the 1970s, the rise of

individualism, and the birth of punk rock, all set against the chaos of the

"Winter of Discontent."
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2. The Clock Strikes Thirteen

Chapter 2: The Clock Strikes Thirteen

Introduction: A Turning Point in Music and Politics  

Margaret Thatcher's rise to power as Prime Minister on May 4, 1979,

heralded a transformative period in the United Kingdom, affecting not just

politics but also the cultural landscape—particularly music. During this era

of upheaval, Ian Curtis, the haunting lead singer of the band Joy Division,

emerged as a poignant symbol of the despair and contradictions that

characterized the socio-political climate.

The Rise of Joy Division  

Joy Division was born from the vibrant yet raw music scene of Manchester,

initially starting as a band called Warsaw after being inspired by a Sex

Pistols concert in 1976. The band's sound quickly set them apart, with

Curtis's ethereal vocals and a dark, atmospheric aesthetic that resonated with

many. Their debut album, "Unknown Pleasures," which dropped in June

1979, received critical acclaim and encapsulated the collective

disillusionment of the period.
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Curtis's Personal Struggles  

As Joy Division's fame grew, so did Curtis's personal demons. He struggled

with epilepsy and serious mental health challenges, compounded by the

pressures of his career and medication discrepancies. These adversities

deeply influenced his songwriting, with tracks like "She's Lost Control"

offering a poignant reflection of his experiences with both his illness and the

grief of loss.

Curtis's Complex Identity  

Curtis navigated a tumultuous existence characterized by the conflicting

roles of artist, husband, and father. This dissonance fueled his internal

struggles, ultimately leading to tragic outcomes; in May 1980, just as Joy

Division was poised for international fame, Curtis took his own life—an

event that cast a long shadow over the band and its future.

Cultural Context and Influences  

The late 1970s British music scene was a tapestry of creative energy

interwoven with bleakness, defining the punk and post-punk movements.

Influential artists like David Bowie and the Velvet Underground inspired

bands such as Magazine and Siouxsie and the Banshees to push musical

boundaries and challenge societal norms, reflecting the urgent spirit of the
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time.

Emerging Artists and Their Impact  

Joy Division’s trajectory was irrevocably altered by Curtis’s struggles and

untimely death, yet the broader music scene continued to evolve. Bands like

Magazine emerged as vital voices, addressing contemporary issues through

their unique sound and introspective lyrics, further enriching the post-punk

landscape.

Conclusion: Lingering Legacies  

Curtis’s demise left an indelible mark on the music world, abruptly halting

Joy Division’s ascent while simultaneously cementing their legacy as

cultural icons. The struggles and contradictions of his life are embedded

within the darker, reflective music that emerged in the aftermath of his

passing, ensuring that his influence would endure long beyond his years.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3. Magic, Murder and the Weather

Magic, Murder, and the Weather

Overview of the 1980s Music Scene  

This chapter explores the dynamic evolution of music during the late 20th

century, signaling a connection between the raw energy of early rock and

roll and the occult influences that permeated the genre. It begins by

recounting the legend of Robert Johnson, who in the 1920s allegedly made a

pact with the Devil, a narrative that laid foundational myths for future

musicians. The discourse then shifts to the late '70s and early '80s,

spotlighting bands like Killing Joke and Bauhaus, who sought to intertwine

their music with both supernatural forces and the societal unrest of the time.

Killing Joke's Formation  

The formation of Killing Joke is rooted in a mystical ritual performed by Jaz

Coleman and Paul Ferguson, illustrating their commitment to an

unconventional and boundary-pushing music career. The intrigue generated

by their ad for band members attracted guitarist Kevin 'Geordie' Walker and

bassist Martin 'Youth' Glover. Their collaborative spirit quickly birthed their

first song, “Are You Receiving?”, signaling the start of a raucous creative
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journey.

Cultural Context of Notting Hill  

The chapter paints a vivid picture of Notting Hill in the '70s and '80s—a

melting pot of cultural diversity where punk rock thrived amid a backdrop of

racial tension and political unrest. The presence of influential bands like The

Clash served as both a soundtrack and a mirror to the challenges facing the

community, highlighting the area’s significant transformation from a

vibrant, rebellious hub to a gentrified haven.

Bauhaus and Its Unique Presence  

Bauhaus emerges as a formidable creative force with its members, especially

Peter Murphy and Daniel Ash, drawing from their art college education to

craft a distinctive style. Their sound, marked by theatricality and bleak,

avant-garde influences, culminates in hits like "Bela Lugosi’s Dead," which

epitomizes the band’s fascination with the macabre and its exploration of

deeper artistic expressions.

Themes of Occult and Social Turmoil  

Both Killing Joke and Bauhaus channel the chaos of their surroundings in

their music, navigating the tumult of socio-political issues and urban strife,
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particularly during the Cold War era. With inspirations drawn from riots and

technological anxieties, their work resonated deeply with their audience,

reflecting a complex interplay of chaos and order in a rapidly changing

society.

The Impact of Aleister Crowley  

The chapter introduces Aleister Crowley as a pivotal figure whose occult

philosophies enriched the artistic landscape of the period. His ideas and

practices not only influenced the mystique surrounding these bands but also

resonated with fans and critics alike, illustrating the pervasive impact of

magic in the cultural fabric of the time.

Vampira: Symbol of Halloween and Emotional Turmoil  

As a capstone to the chapter, Vampira is presented as a symbol of the

burgeoning gothic aesthetic in popular culture. Maila Nurmi’s

transformation into this iconic character serves as a commentary on the

horror genre and reflects deeper emotional complexities. Her legacy is

woven into the broader narrative of the era, underscoring themes of

melancholy and the fascination with the dark.

In summary, Chapter 3 intricately weaves together the threads of music,

magic, and societal upheaval in late '70s and early '80s London. Through the
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exploration of bands like Killing Joke and Bauhaus, the chapter captures a

vibrant cultural moment infused with historical significance, artistic

ambition, and an elaborate, often darkly enchanting atmosphere.
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Chapter 4: 4. Rocket from the Crypt

Chapter 4: Rocket from the Crypt

This chapter immerses readers in the cultural tumult of the late 1970s and

early 1980s, highlighting pioneers of the music scene while intertwining the

socio-political backdrop of the Cold War and the emerging influence of

Ronald Reagan. The narrative not only captures the spirit of rebellion

embodied by iconic figures like The Cramps, Gun Club, Lydia Lunch, and

The Birthday Party but also reflects the era's peculiar intersections of reality

and surrealism, particularly illustrated by the renowned Rendlesham Forest

UFO incident.

The Rendlesham Forest Incident  

In December 1980, RAF Woodbridge and RAF Bentwaters, pivotal U.S.

military bases in Suffolk, became the epicenter of an extraordinary UFO

sighting. U.S. airmen reported encountering inexplicable lights and a

metallic craft, which sparked speculation about possible government

cover-ups. Occurring during Reagan’s ascent to the presidency, the incident

exemplified the bizarre fusion of actual events with the fantastical narratives

that permeated popular culture at the time.
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The Cramps  

Formed in 1976, The Cramps injected a wild, primal energy into the music

scene, expertly blending rockabilly, surf sounds, and horror motifs. Led by

the flamboyant duo of Lux Interior and Poison Ivy Rorschach, their daring

performances solidified their status as icons of the psychobilly genre. Their

debut EP and subsequent albums not only showcased their unique sound but

also forged a lasting connection to B-movie aesthetics, celebrating the

bizarre.

Gun Club and Jeffrey Lee Pierce  

Jeffrey Lee Pierce's Gun Club broke new ground with a raw, gritty sound

that intertwined punk rock with blues influences. Their music often delved

into themes of violence and heartbreak, most notably with the track “For the

Love of Ivy,” which pays tribute to Lydia Lunch. Pierce’s relationships and

collaborations within the punk scene, especially with The Cramps, enriched

the culture's fabric during this vibrant era.

Lydia Lunch  

As a formidable force in New York’s punk and no wave movements, Lydia

Lunch led her band, Teenage Jesus and the Jerks, in subverting musical

norms with an audacious, confrontational style. Her art was deeply
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intertwined with her political awakening, reflecting connections to the Black

Panther movement and her personal traumas. Lunch’s work embodies the

intensity of the era, pushing boundaries in both music and societal critique.

The Birthday Party  

Originating from Australia and fronted by the enigmatic Nick Cave, The

Birthday Party melded punk ethos with theatrical and darkly intense

soundscapes. Their move to London marked a crucial transformation, as

their confrontational style resonated powerfully with the local audience,

further enhancing their legacy as catalysts of artistic innovation.

Cultural Context and Impact  

This chapter paints a vivid portrait of a society in turmoil, grappling with

urban decay and civil rights movements. Under Reagan's administration,

artists like Lunch and Cave navigated complexities of identity and

expression against a backdrop of social unrest, drawing inspiration from

their tumultuous environments. The music of this era emerged as a poignant

response to contemporary chaos, intertwining personal narratives with

broader societal issues.

Conclusion  
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Through the interplay of politics, culture, and personal experience, this

chapter illuminates how a dynamic, revolutionary wave of music and artistic

expression arose from a chaotic time, influencing future generations of

artists. The legends of this era not only defined their moment but also set the

stage for ongoing explorations of identity and resistance in art.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5. London After Dark

Chapter 5 Summary: London After Dark

The Batcave Emerges  

In June 1982, the Batcave club opened its doors at 69 Dean Street in Soho, a

historical area with a rich, tumultuous past, including ties to King Charles

II's notorious mistress. This venue quickly became a haven for the band

Specimen and a refuge for the unconventional, often dubbed "freaks,"

deviants, and outsiders seeking a sense of belonging. This underground club

not only fostered a unique cultural scene but also acted as a birthplace for

diverse performance art and music genres.

Key Figures and Sounds  

Key figures like Marc Almond, the iconic frontman of Soft Cell, Siouxsie

and the Banshees—a band known for its significant influence on the

post-punk movement—and drummer Budgie frequented the Batcave,

contributing to its vibrant and eclectic atmosphere. Siouxsie and the

Banshees, in particular, were in the midst of working on their fifth album,

experimenting with new sounds and showcasing a refreshed lineup that now

included guitarist John McGeoch, a former member of the influential group
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Magazine.

Cultural Backdrop and Themes  

The Batcave emerged amidst a culturally turbulent period, encapsulating

themes of darkness, witchcraft, and violence. This atmosphere was heavily

influenced by contemporary societal events, notably the chilling Yorkshire

Ripper killings. The band’s album "Ju Ju" resonated with these darker

undercurrents, reflecting the public's fear while exploring innovative sonic

territories.

Marc Almond and Psychobilly Scene  

At the Batcave, Marc Almond expanded his artistic reach, notably through

his collaboration with Annie Hogan, leading to the formation of Marc and

the Mambas. Their sound encapsulated the avant-garde spirit of the time,

intertwining with the burgeoning psychobilly genre—a musical style

characterized by its fusion of punk rock and rockabilly, exemplified by

bands like The Cramps.

Killing Joke and Political Commentary  

Simultaneously, the band Killing Joke rose to prominence, using their music

to confront pressing themes like nuclear disarmament and societal disarray,
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capturing the spirit of political tension exacerbated by events such as the

Falklands War and burgeoning resistance movements. Their raw,

confrontational sound served as a rallying cry for a generation grappling

with uncertain futures.

Bauhaus and Confrontation  

Bauhaus, revered for their theatrical stage presence, found a crucial platform

at the Batcave to challenge detractors while honing their distinctively dark

and atmospheric style. Their performances played a pivotal role in the

evolution of the gothic rock genre, merging visual art with musical

exploration, which further defined the era's scene.

Transition and Evolution  

As the Batcave continued to evolve through different phases and locations, it

mirrored the shifting dynamics of London's underground music culture. The

club remained a vital force in propelling fresh musical avenues and

providing sanctuary to creative pioneers during a time of significant societal

change.

Conclusion  

Chapter 5 of "Season of the Witch" paints a dynamic portrait of London's
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nightlife in the early '80s, unveiling how the Batcave and its eclectic

attendees not only navigated the complexities of their era but also forged

new pathways in music and culture amidst widespread sociopolitical unrest.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6. Goth’s Own County

### Chapter 6 Summary: Goth's Own County

The Cultural Landscape of Leeds  

Leeds, historically rich yet marked by fear, found itself in the grip of

violence during the late 1970s and early 1980s, notably due to the infamous

Yorkshire Ripper's activities. This mayhem coincided with a burgeoning

cultural renaissance, as the city emerged as a hotspot for music and

creativity. From its medieval roots to a significant military role during the

Civil War, Leeds transformed into an industrial powerhouse, setting the

stage for a unique cultural identity.

Musical Evolution  

Amid the chaos, Leeds became a breeding ground for punk and post-punk

music. Central to this movement was Andy Taylor, later known as Andrew

Eldritch, the driving force behind the iconic band Sisters of Mercy. The F

Club, a pivotal venue for burgeoning talent, hosted performances from

influential local acts like the Mekons and Gang of Four. This space not only

showcased new music but also thrived despite the backdrop of urban

violence, embodying the spirit of rebellion and creative expression.
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Iconic Artists and Influences  

Leeds' vibrant arts scene was further shaped by artists such as Marc Almond,

who infused a distinct DIY aesthetic into their work. This chapter delves into

the interconnectedness of various musicians, forging a collective

commitment to political and social issues through their music. Key

performances and genres emerged, illustrating the unique cultural tapestry

that defined Leeds during this turbulent era.

The Sisters of Mercy's Phenomenon  

The Sisters of Mercy exemplified the Gothic movement, evolving from a

local band to a national sensation. Their dramatic performances, combined

with haunting lyrics and an unmistakable aesthetic, catapulted them to

legendary status. As they carved out their niche, they became symbols of an

emerging subculture that resonated with many during a time of societal

upheaval.

Themes of Diversity and Opposition  

The chapter also reflects on the broader socio-political landscape of Britain,

particularly the contrast between North and South during the early years of

Margaret Thatcher's government. Through personal anecdotes, the narrative
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illustrates Leeds' role as a stronghold of rebellion against prevailing cultural

norms, highlighting the tension between its vibrant music scene and the

pressing societal issues of the time.

Conclusion  

In summary, the late 1970s and early 1980s positioned Leeds as a crucible of

artistic and musical innovation. Despite a backdrop of fear and turmoil, the

city birthed a rich legacy of music and artistry, creating a lasting impact that

continues to resonate in contemporary culture. This chapter encapsulates a

time when Leeds not only confronted its challenges but emerged as a beacon

of creative resistance.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7. Cowboys and Indians

CHAPTER 7: Cowboys and Indians  

In February 1983, the emergence of a vibrant new music movement was

noted by NME journalist Richard North. This movement, dubbed "Positive

Punk," was fueled by bands that were loosely connected yet profoundly

influenced by iconic groups like The Doors, the Velvet Underground, and

the punk energy of the Sex Pistols, Banshees, and Ants. Unlike other youth

subcultures of the time such as neo-Mods and skinheads, this wave of

musicians carved out a distinct identity characterized by a blend of

traditional punk aesthetics and a fresh, innovative spirit. 

Prominent bands like Sex Gang Children, Specimen, and the Virgin Prunes

defined this scene, merging classic punk vibes with daring new styles.

Siouxsie Sioux's striking visual identity, marked by leather garments and

extravagant hairstyles, became a hallmark of youth culture, setting trends

that resonated across the generation. Some groups, such as Brigandage and

UK Decay, took bolder political stances, incorporating serious anarcho-punk

themes into their music, reflecting the socio-political landscape of the era.

Simultaneously, the genres of Psychobilly and Cowpunk were gaining

traction, characterized by their eclectic soundscapes and a thematic aesthetic
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often described as "Cowboys and Indians." This trend drew further influence

from Vivienne Westwood's 1982 Buffalo collection, which celebrated Native

American cultural motifs. 

The narrative shifts to Bradford, a city historically marked by rivalry with

Leeds and notable for its resilience through events such as the Wars of the

Roses and the English Civil War. Following World War II, Bradford

prospered industrially and embraced diversity, welcoming communities

from Germany and later South Asia. This rich tapestry contributed to a

politically charged music scene, distinctive in its expression and

engagement.

Central to this movement was Ian Astbury, whose childhood in Canada and

initial encounters with Indigenous culture profoundly shaped his artistic

vision. His journey led him back to the UK, where he collaborated with local

musicians to form Southern Death Cult. Their debut showcased a powerful

synergy of Goth and punk elements enriched by theatrical performances,

positioning them at the forefront of the evolving music landscape.

Kirk Brandon and his band, Theatre of Hate, emerged in tandem, known for

their energetic performances and politically infused lyrics. Brandon drew

upon the vibrant punk tradition to deliver music replete with compelling

storytelling, which captivated an audience seeking both entertainment and

substance in their art.
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The narrative reveals a deep interconnection between Brandon and Astbury,

rooted in shared performances and artistic camaraderie. Both artists

contributed to the burgeoning "Cowboys and Indians" aesthetic, symbolizing

a blending of musical genres and cultural references.

As political tensions rose, punk bands increasingly took on activist roles,

with groups like Crass spearheading a movement that championed

anti-establishment sentiments. This politicization of music became a rallying

cry for the youth, empowering them to question norms and demand change.

The chapter concludes by reflecting on the aftermath of the second Thatcher

election and its profound effect on the artistic community. Musicians

responded to the shifting political climate, prompting the formation of new

bands that emerged from the legacies of their predecessors, continuously

challenging societal expectations.

Ultimately, the chapter emphasizes the persistent cultural tensions within the

music industry, the struggles of identity faced by artists, and the profound

ways in which their backgrounds informed their music and public personas.

This complex interplay of music, culture, and identity encapsulates the

dynamic and tumultuous atmosphere of the British music scene during this

pivotal time in history.
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Chapter 8: 8. Ranters, Diggers and Levellers

### CHAPTER 8: Ranters, Diggers, and Levellers

#### Militant Tendencies in UK Decay

In June 1983, Neil Kinnock delivered a poignant speech warning the public

about the consequences of Margaret Thatcher's impending re-election, which

signaled a shift in her political fortitude. At a time when the Labour Party

was struggling with internal discord, marked by key resignations from

figures like Michael Foot and Roy Jenkins, Thatcher seemed to adopt an

unassailable position of power. The fragmentation within Labour

highlighted the party's inability to mount a cohesive challenge, further

solidifying Thatcher's grip on the political landscape.

Against this backdrop, Arthur Scargill, who became the leader of the

National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) in December 1981, found himself

embroiled in deepening tensions. While he previously orchestrated

successful strikes against the government, the threat of pit closures loomed

large as Thatcher's policies aimed to undermine the mining industry, leading

to rising unrest within the community.

#### Emergence of Punk Bands
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Amidst this political upheaval, the punk scene began to rise as a potent form

of expression for disaffected youth. UK Decay, formed in 1979, emerged as

a notable punk band that harnessed the energy of the movement to address

social issues such as anarchy and communal living. Drawing from a mix of

punk influences, their music reflected the frustrations and hopes of a

generation caught in a turbulent socio-economic climate.

Similarly, another impactful band, The Mob, fused hippie and punk cultures,

crafting music that resonated with themes of social protest and resistance.

Their work was emblematic of a wider cultural shift, where music became a

vehicle for articulating dissatisfaction and a demand for change.

#### New Model Army and Political Landscape

From the socio-political climate of Bradford arose New Model Army, a band

that played a significant role in articulating the sentiments of discontent

against Thatcher's policies. Their lyrics, charged with themes of social

justice and rebellion, resonated deeply during pivotal moments like the

miners' strike, encapsulating the struggles faced by the working class. The

band's energetic performances and politically driven messages marked a

crucial evolution in music, intertwining art with activism.

#### Cultural Reflections and Consequences
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This chapter draws fascinating parallels between contemporary punk

movements and historical groups such as the Ranters, Diggers, and

Levellers, who also sought alternative communal visions despite facing

harsh repercussions. Both punk bands and these historical movements

exemplified a spirit of activism fueled by a desire for change, promoting

identity and solidarity among marginalized communities during a period rife

with economic instability and political strife.

#### Conclusion

In conclusion, the music and activism discussed in this chapter serve not

only as a reflection of the era’s struggles but also as a reminder of the

enduring nature of resistance. Bands like New Model Army not only

articulated the challenges of the working class but also inspired a new

generation, instilling the importance of vigilance against ongoing

socio-political challenges. The cyclical nature of such movements highlights

the power of music and community in fostering resilience against oppressive

forces.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9. Through the Looking Glass

Chapter 9: Through the Looking Glass

Introduction to Liverpool's Music Scene  

The chapter opens in Liverpool during 1984, a time when the city’s music

scene thrives amidst socio-political turmoil. Ian McCulloch, frontman of the

band Echo and the Bunnymen, recounts a moment of inspiration that birthed

a poignant lyric, setting the tone for their fourth album. This lyrical

breakthrough serves as a form of emotional escape, reflecting the collective

struggle of the community against the city's challenging realities.

Historical Context of Liverpool  

Liverpool's rich heritage as a bustling port city during the 18th and 19th

centuries is examined, showcasing its role in global trade and highlighting

the cultural shifts brought about by significant waves of immigration,

especially from Ireland. The chapter alludes to iconic musicians like John

Lennon and Paul McCartney who emerged from this melting pot, setting the

stage for Liverpool's lasting influence on music.

DIY Music Scene & Emergence of the Bunnymen  
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The late '70s DIY music movement comes into focus, particularly the iconic

venue Eric’s, which nurtured burgeoning talent. McCulloch's alliance with

guitarist Will Sergeant and bassist Les Pattison forms the foundation of Echo

and the Bunnymen. Their discovery through Zoo Records propels their early

success. The narrative reveals McCulloch's playful personality and artistic

inspiration drawn from legends such as David Bowie and Jim Morrison, two

figures known for their innovative and rebellious spirits.

Recordings and Evolution  

The chapter chronicles the Bunnymen's evolution, highlighting their debut

albums *Crocodiles* and *Heaven Up Here*, which explore themes of

darkness and romance. While grappling with the pressures of commercial

success, the band collaborates with notable producer Bill Drummond, further

shaping their sound and identity.

The Impact of 'The Killing Moon'  

Central to their narrative is the creation of "The Killing Moon," a landmark

track that signifies the band’s artistic growth. This song serves as a precursor

to their album *Ocean Rain*, where orchestral arrangements introduce a

new layer to their music, marking a shift in their creative experimentation

and ambitious aspirations.
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Marc Almond and Soft Cell  

The focus then shifts to Marc Almond and his band, Soft Cell. Almond's

impending retirement from the music scene is captured against the backdrop

of their emotionally charged music. Their final work, *This Last Night in

Sodom*, confronts dark themes reflective of internal strife and the

complexities of fame.

Themes of Rebellion and Avant-Garde Experimentation  

Introducing Almond's new project, the Willing Sinners, the narrative

illustrates his ongoing artistic quest for innovation and explores the range of

influences directing his work. Similarly, both the Bunnymen and Soft Cell

embody a cultural rebirth in the wake of the miners' strike, infusing their

music with a renewed sense of purpose amidst societal upheaval.

Cultural and Political Consciousness  

The chapter concludes with an exploration of the interconnectedness of

music and significant political events in the UK, including the repercussions

of the miners' strike. This period sees the emergence of alternative political

voices within the music scene, emphasizing how artists provide a platform

for societal reflection and change.
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Conclusion  

Through a blend of personal anecdotes, band histories, and societal

commentary, Chapter 9 vividly captures the essence of Liverpool's music

scene in the 1980s. It highlights the resilient spirit of creativity and rebellion

that defined this transformative era, showcasing how art can flourish in the

face of adversity.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10. Psychedelic Jungle

Chapter 10: Psychedelic Jungle

This chapter delves into the vibrant interplay between Siouxsie and the

Banshees, their musical evolution, and the broader cultural milieu that

shaped their sound during the psychedelic revival of the early '80s. 

Siouxsie and the Banshees drew heavily from the psychedelic rock of the

1960s, notably influenced by The Beatles’ *The White Album*. Their 1982

album, *A Kiss in the Dreamhouse*, stands out as a landmark work that

explores Siouxsie Sioux's past demons through elaborate soundscapes

crafted with string arrangements and the transformative experiences often

enhanced by drug use. This fusion of introspective themes and psychedelic

influences underscores the band's distinct musical identity during this period.

The chapter also focuses on John McGeoch, the Banshees' guitarist, whose

battle with severe alcoholism ultimately led to his dismissal from the band.

His departure illuminated the interconnectedness of the post-punk scene, as

Robert Smith of The Cure stepped in to support the Banshees, symbolizing

the collaborative spirit that defined these bands amidst personal struggles.

As The Cure evolved, Robert Smith shifted the group toward more
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collaborative songwriting, producing albums like *Seventeen Seconds*,

*Faith*, and *Pornography*. These works reflected Smith's existential

inquiries and experimentation with sound, mirroring McGeoch's own

struggles with addiction and mental health, which often influenced the

dynamics within the band.

The formation of The Glove, a collaboration between Smith and Steve

Severin of the Banshees, illustrates their experimental pursuits within

psychedelic soundscapes. The resulting album, *Blue Sunshine*, drew

inspiration from horror films and showcased a playful yet critical approach

to their artistry, further expanding their musical horizons.

Amidst these creative pursuits, Siouxsie and Budgie ventured to Hawaii with

limited resources to record *Feast*. This project emphasized raw vocal and

rhythmic forces, integrating Hawaiian musical traditions through songs

inspired by native chants. Their journey into this rich cultural tapestry

reflected the music's growing engagement with diverse influences.

Culturally, the chapter highlights how Siouxsie and the Banshees, along with

other emerging bands like The Damned and The Cult, began to reflect

broader sociopolitical themes in their music, aligning with the rising

popularity of the goth genre. Their exploration of despair and darkness

resonated with a generation yearning for deeper understanding amidst

societal shifts.
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Finally, the chapter concludes with a poignant examination of the political

landscape in Britain during this period, where music became a vehicle for

counter-cultural movements. Events like the Battle of Orgreave and the

police treatment of the Peace Convoy underscore the ongoing struggles

between counter-cultures and establishment forces, illuminating how these

tensions influenced the music and artistic expressions of the era. Through

their artistry, the Banshees and their contemporaries not only channeled

personal narratives but also confronted broader societal issues, marking a

critical intersection of music and activism.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11. Born Under a Bad Sign

Chapter 11: Born Under a Bad Sign

This chapter delves into the vibrant artistic landscape of Berlin in the 1980s,

spotlighting influential figures such as Nick Cave, Lydia Lunch, Jim

Thirlwell, Blixa Bargeld, and Barry Adamson. These musicians differed

significantly from the more relaxed Batcave crowd, driven by the raw energy

of the punk and post-punk movements that characterized the city.

By 1984, The Birthday Party relocated to Berlin, propelled by dwindling

support from their record label and mounting internal tensions. This shift

marked a pivotal moment for the band, as they immersed themselves in the

city's innovative artistic community, drawing inspiration from local acts like

Einstürzende Neubauten, Die Haut, and Malaria!. Howard, a band member,

reflected on the thrill of feeling part of a dynamic scene for the first time

since leaving Australia, liberated by Berlin's affordable living and nocturnal

culture.

Their first recordings in this new environment, notably the *Bad Seed EP*,

encapsulated the band’s fresh creative spirit. The EP featured haunting

tracks such as “Sonny’s Burning” and “Deep in the Woods,” highlighting

Cave’s intense lyrical style. However, the tensions within the band grew,
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particularly between Cave and guitarist Rowland S. Howard. 

As Berlin’s music scene evolved, new groups and artists emerged. Jim

Thirlwell gained prominence, connecting with other influential musicians

across the London and Berlin scenes. His project, Foetus, blended

avant-garde elements, laying the groundwork for future collaborations with

Cave.

The chapter also focuses on Einstürzende Neubauten, known for their

groundbreaking fusion of industrial sound and performance art. They

utilized unconventional tools to create their music, captivating audiences

with chaotic, high-energy concerts, inspiring admiration from peers like

Cave.

The narrative shifts to Jeffrey Lee Pierce and his band, The Gun Club,

detailing Pierce's battles with addiction and the group’s instability. Despite

these personal struggles, their music resonated deeply within the rock

landscape, influencing many.

Emerging from Melbourne's music scene, Simon Bonney would form Crime

and the City Solution, cultivating a distinctive sound enriched by thematic

elements of despair and resilience that echoed the post-punk ethos. 

Cave's artistic trajectory continued to evolve during this period, as he sought
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greater ambition in his writing and composition. This culminated in the

formation of The Bad Seeds, whose albums would weave Southern Gothic

imagery and narratives into their music.

The chapter concludes with reflections on musical icons like Johnny Cash

and Billie Holiday, whose lives were marked by struggles with identity and

substance abuse, yet remained profound in their musical expression. Their

experiences of darkness and survival resonate throughout the narrative,

mirroring the cultural upheavals of the time.

In summary, Chapter 11 encapsulates the interconnected lives of musicians

navigating the intense and often chaotic Berlin music scene, portraying their

artistic transformations amid both personal and collective challenges.
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Chapter 12: 12. Something Wicked This Way Comes

Chapter 12: Something Wicked This Way Comes

In Chapter 12 of "Season of the Witch," the narrative vividly portrays the

cultural and social landscape of the 1980s amidst the devastating rise of the

AIDS epidemic. This chapter not only highlights the staggering impact of

the disease but also the courageous contributions of artists such as

avant-garde soprano, Diamanda Galás, whose work transcended personal

grief to resonate with a broader societal struggle.

AIDS Epidemic and Public Perception  

The chapter begins by tracing the origins of the AIDS crisis, which emerged

dramatically in the early 1980s, infamously labeled as a “gay plague” by

media outlets. Such misrepresentation fueled discrimination and fear,

particularly against the gay community, which bore the brunt of societal

panic and misunderstanding. The narrative spotlights key moments, such as

the first diagnosed case in Britain in December 1981 and the tragic story of

Terrence Higgins, whose death catalyzed the formation of the Terrence

Higgins Trust. As the public shifted from ignorance to awareness, the

rebranding of GRID (Gay-Related Immune Deficiency) to AIDS

underscored the urgent need for advocacy and change.
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Diamanda Galás: Voice of the Night  

Central to the chapter is Diamanda Galás, whose personal connection to the

epidemic—having lost her brother to AIDS—fueled her artistic fervor. Galás

viewed her voice as a means of both inspiration and lament, transforming

her grief into potent artistic expressions that boldly confronted the stigma

surrounding AIDS. Her acclaimed trilogy, “Masque of the Red Death,”

utilized music and performance to articulate the profound feelings of loss,

despair, and resistance experienced within the LGBTQ+ community.

Artistic Response and Influence  

Galás’s performances became a rallying cry for awareness and acceptance,

pushing societal boundaries through her profound engagement with themes

of pain and defiance. The chapter illustrates how her work not only provided

solace but also empowered a generation of artists to tackle challenging

subjects with honesty and courage. Her fearless approach helped to carve out

a space for dialogue about HIV/AIDS, influencing both contemporary and

future artists.

Cultural Figures and the Goth Scene  

The chapter also surveys the broader artistic response within the music
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scene, highlighting figures such as Zodiac Mindwarp, the Cult, and the

Sisters of Mercy. It discusses the emergence of the Gothic aesthetic,

intertwined with punk influence and existential themes, which blossomed

during this tumultuous era. The narrative depicts how music became a vital

means of expression, serving as a backdrop for rebellion and a response to

the societal upheaval caused by the AIDS crisis.

Conclusion  

In conclusion, Chapter 12 resonates with a powerful message of resilience

and transformation. Through the lens of Galás and her contemporaries, the

chapter emphasizes how the art community persisted and thrived in the face

of profound loss and fear, turning trauma into art and advocacy. This era,

marked by both tragedy and transcendent creativity, ultimately showcases

the indomitable spirit of human expression amidst adversity.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13. The Last Enchantment

### The Last Enchantment

Overview of Musical Evolution in the 1980s  

This chapter delves into the vibrant musical landscape of the 1980s,

spotlighting artists who infused subtle magical elements into their music,

signaling a shift from the raw edge of punk to a canvas rich with imaginative

complexity. The narrative centers on bands such as the Cocteau Twins,

Virgin Prunes, Danielle Dax, and Cardiacs, examining their innovative

sounds and artistic milestones amidst the decade's era of monetarism, which

often paradoxically fostered creativity even as it emphasized commercial

success.

The Cocteau Twins  

Hailing from Grangemouth, Falkirk, a town shaped by the oil industry, the

Cocteau Twins emerged as a beacon of ethereal sound and artistic vision.

Founders Elizabeth Fraser and Robin Guthrie, seeking to escape their

challenging upbringing, found in music a form of liberation. Their debut

album, *Garlands*, showcased Fraser's hauntingly beautiful voice and

cryptic lyrics, quickly earning the support of influential radio personalities
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like John Peel. The band adopted a mysterious visual identity, frequently

using abstract cover art that deliberately omitted images of themselves,

inviting listeners into a mystical auditory experience.

The Virgin Prunes  

The Virgin Prunes, formed in Dublin and spearheaded by artistic visionaries

Gavin Friday and Guggi, pushed the boundaries of conventional music

through a bold, gender-fluid approach. They strived to challenge societal

norms and reinvent the visual and auditory aesthetics of performance art.

Often provocative, their live shows garnered both critique and admiration,

ultimately fostering a close-knit community of outsiders and fellow artists

who found solidarity in their artistic rebellion.

Danielle Dax  

Danielle Dax's musical journey is as eclectic as her origins, heavily

influenced by her family’s eccentricities, particularly the mystical beliefs of

her grandmother. Her early ventures with the band Lemon Kittens laid the

groundwork for a solo career marked by avant-garde influences and darkly

whimsical themes. Dax's work resonates with the unconventional, drawing

from her unique upbringing to create a sound that blends the strange with the

beautiful, capturing the listener’s imagination.
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Cardiacs  

Tim and Jim Smith formed Cardiacs, a band celebrated for their frenetic

blend of genres that defied classification. Known for their theatrical live

performances, Cardiacs captivated audiences with a distinctive visual style

and an eclectic sound. Their album, *A Little Man and a House and the

Whole World Window*, marked a significant moment in their evolution,

widening their audience while delving into complex themes that juxtaposed

whimsy with melancholy, inviting listeners into a kaleidoscopic emotional

experience.

The Brontë Sisters  

The chapter draws compelling parallels between the musical legacies of the

aforementioned artists and the literary contributions of the Brontë sisters.

Residing in the challenging landscape of Yorkshire, the Brontës created

intricate imaginative worlds in their works, reflecting their struggles as

women in 19th-century society. Their writings, imbued with gothic themes,

offer profound insights into personal battled intertwined with broader

societal narratives of gender, identity, and resilience.

Concluding Thoughts  

Ultimately, this chapter celebrates the interwoven themes of creativity,
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personal liberation, and artistic identity. Each of these artists navigated their

respective realities with courage and imagination, reframing their challenges

into powerful expressions of art that resonate with enduring relevance.

Through their unique contributions, they illustrate how the personal and the

artistic can intertwine, creating a legacy that transcends time and genre.
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