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About the book

In "Steal Away Home," Matt Carter introduces readers to a heart-wrenching

narrative that deftly intertwines the lives of Thomas Johnson and Charles

Spurgeon against the backdrop of 19th-century America, a period marked by

deep social and racial divides. Thomas, an African American slave, is driven

by an intense desire for freedom, while Charles Spurgeon, a wealthy

Englishman, grapples with the pressures of privilege and seeks to liberate

himself from societal expectations.

As the story unfolds, the historical context of slavery and the abolitionist

movement provides insight into Thomas's plight. The brutal realities of life

as a slave starkly contrast with Charles's comfortable upbringing, yet both

men are united by their fervent dedication to the message of Christ and its

transformative power. Their paths intersect serendipitously, leading to a

profound friendship that transcends the norms of their respective societies.

Throughout the narrative, Carter meticulously explores the nuances of their

relationship, emphasizing how their bond serves as a catalyst for both men’s

personal growth and their understanding of freedom. Thomas shares the

harsh truths of his existence with Charles, while Charles offers Thomas a

glimpse into a world where opportunity and hope coexist. Together, they

inspire one another to pursue a greater purpose beyond their immediate

circumstances.
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As the narrative progresses, the themes of faith, resilience, and friendship

emerge, illustrating how love and understanding can flourish even in the

most oppressive conditions. This touching story not only sheds light on an

overlooked historical moment but also emphasizes the timeless importance

of empathy and connection, highlighting the ways in which two individuals

can come together to challenge the barriers imposed by society.

Ultimately, "Steal Away Home" is a celebration of the enduring human spirit

and the profound impact of relationships that defy societal expectations. As

both Thomas and Charles navigate their journeys towards liberation, their

friendship becomes a testament to the power of faith and the pursuit of

meaning in an unjust world.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


About the author

In this chapter, we follow the journey of Matt Carter, a dedicated pastor

recognized for his significant role in the Austin Stone Community Church,

which he helped establish in 2002. The church's humble beginnings with

merely fifteen attendees have, through Carter's leadership and vision,

transformed into a thriving congregation of over eight thousand congregants

every Sunday. This remarkable growth reflects not just a rise in numbers but

a deepening engagement with the community and a commitment to fostering

spiritual development.

Carter's theological foundation is anchored in his academic pursuits. He has

earned a Master of Divinity from Southwestern Seminary and a Doctorate in

Expositional Preaching from Southeastern Seminary. His scholarly

contributions include co-authoring works that delve into biblical narratives,

such as a commentary on the Gospel of John and group studies that examine

the themes of creation and redemption within Genesis. These texts

emphasize the interconnectedness of the gospel message and the importance

of understanding Scripture in its historical and theological context.

Beyond his ecclesiastical and academic endeavors, Carter's personal life is

intertwined with his faith journey. He has been married to his wife, Jennifer,

for over two decades, navigating the joys and challenges of life together

while raising their three children: John Daniel, Annie, and Samuel. This
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family foundation not only sustains Carter personally but also fuels his

passion for preaching and serving his community.

Through this chapter, readers gain insight into Matt Carter's multifaceted

role as a pastor, author, and family man, all of which inform his vision for

the church and the way he lives out his faith. His transformative impact on

the church community highlights the power of leadership grounded in

integrity, academic rigor, and authentic relationships.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Waking Up

Chapter 1: Waking Up

In the tranquil village of Stambourne, Essex, circa 1841, seven-year-old

Charles finds solace in the beauty of his surroundings, from the vibrant

gardens to the towering orchards. He spends his mornings seated on the

porch of his grandfather’s home, affectionately called the "Gentleman’s

Mansion," where the peacefulness of rural life juxtaposes his inner turmoil. 

Awakening before dawn, Charles delights in the world transforming around

him, yet he is shadowed by a pervasive darkness—his profound fears loom

large despite the morning's beauty. The idyllic landscape and cherished

memories with his grandfather bring him comfort, hinting at his complex

emotional landscape.

Charles’s life is shaped significantly by his grandfather, James Spurgeon, a

kind and nurturing preacher. With his parents struggling financially, Charles

was raised by his grandparents, fostering a close bond filled with shared

stories and spiritual teachings. James’s patient guidance introduces Charles

to foundational values and a sense of faith that reverberates through their

interactions.
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A pivotal moment arrives during a fierce thunderstorm, when James uses the

tumultuous weather to impart a vital lesson about fear and the divine. An

incident involving rainwater illustrates that even frightening situations hold

the potential for understanding and reassurance, highlighting the presence of

God in moments of distress.

Later, Charles and his grandfather venture into the garden, where they

encounter a baby fox trapped in a cage. This encounter ignites a profound

discussion about freedom and divine will. James guides Charles through the

complexities of fate and existence, asserting that while hardships may arise,

God oversees all, ultimately instilling hope amid confusion.

Chapter 1 lays a foundational exploration of Charles's character—his

innocence, curiosity, and spiritual questioning—setting the stage for his

impending journey into the depths of life, faith, and the mysteries of the

natural world. Through his experiences with his grandfather, the themes of

growth, understanding, and the struggle against fear begin to take shape,

promising a deeper exploration of these concepts as the story unfolds.
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Chapter 2 Summary: From a Tobacco Plantation

Chapter Summary: The Encounter with the Devil

Setting the Scene  

In 1846, we meet Thomas Johnson, a ten-year-old slave living on a tobacco

plantation near Fairfax, Virginia. His day begins at sunrise, like that of many

slaves, with the scent of the master’s breakfast serving as a poignant

reminder of the stark divide between his impoverished existence and the

privileged life of the white family who owns him. Thomas, orphaned after

the death of his mother, fights daily against feelings of hunger and despair,

longing for her nurturing presence.

First Encounter with Fear  

During a routine workday, Quentin Ellis, the plantation's foreman known for

his cruelty and violent temperament, summons Thomas for a daunting

task—picking blackberries for the master. On his journey to Turkey Creek,

Thomas allows himself a moment of reflection, weighed down by his

memories of his mother. However, this peaceful interlude is disrupted when

he unexpectedly hears rustling in the underbrush, igniting a deep-seated fear

within him. 
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A Dreaded Meeting  

To his horror, Thomas encounters a snake, which he interprets as the

embodiment of the Devil. This terrifying moment conjures painful memories

of his mother’s warnings about evil, leaving him paralyzed between the

instinct to flee and the urge to confront his fear. 

Wise Words and Aftermath  

After narrowly escaping the encounter, Thomas returns to the plantation

empty-handed, dreading the inevitable punishment from Quentin. Confiding

in Ezekiel, a fellow slave and a trusted friend, Thomas is reassured that he

has merely seen a snake, not the actual Devil. Nonetheless, the fear of

retribution looms large as Thomas recalls a previous instance where he was

severely beaten for a similar mistake.

Ezekiel’s Sacrifice  

In a poignant act of friendship, Ezekiel decides to take the blame for

Thomas’s failure to collect blackberries, enduring a horrific whipping as

punishment. That night, both boys lie in their beds, physically wounded and

emotionally scarred—Thomas tormented by his fear and Ezekiel silently

enduring pain out of loyalty to a child.
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A Yearning for Hope  

In the midst of their suffering, a faint sound of singing drifts through the

night, offering whispers of freedom and solace. For Thomas, this music

becomes a beacon of hope—a reminder of a world beyond fear and

oppression, kindling a small flame of resilience within him as he navigates

the harsh realities of his existence on the plantation.
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Chapter 3 Summary: The Bottomless Pit

### Chapter 3: The Bottomless Pit

In 1844, ten-year-old Charles Spurgeon embarks on a reflective journey

from Stambourne to Colchester, a distance of 23 miles that allows him to

appreciate the beauty of nature and delve into his thoughts about faith and

existence. The richness of his ancestry weighs on him, as he navigates his

emotions with both excitement and difficulty, finding solace in the

landscape around him.

As the chapter unfolds, we glimpse Charles's loving family dynamic. His

morning begins with a hearty breakfast prepared by his mother, filled with

tenderness and expectation as he eagerly looks forward to seeing his

grandfather. Charles’s father, John, balances his responsibilities as a

preacher with his role as a devoted father, highlighting the importance of

family and parental involvement in shaping a child's faith. The bond

between Charles and his father is characterized by warmth and affection,

marked by playful interactions that reinforce their connection.

Charles's mother serves as a pivotal influence in his spiritual life. A

nurturing figure, she engages in fervent prayer for her children, weaving

stories and spiritual lessons into their nightly routines. Her unwavering faith
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during tough times provides Charles with the emotional and moral

foundation that shapes his understanding of God and instills in him a sense

of security and love.

However, as Charles embarks on his journey to Stambourne, the tranquility

he seeks soon gives way to an unsettling storm. Nature's fury reflects his

inner turmoil, echoing childhood fears and haunting memories of a

“bottomless pit” described by his grandfather—a symbol of eternal

separation from God. This allegorical pit fills Charles with dread, as he

confronts the darkness within himself.

As the storm worsens, Charles’s emotional struggles intensify. Feeling the

profound weight of abandonment, he wrestles with despair, allowing

thoughts of anger and helplessness to surface. The storm's chaos outside

parallels his internal conflict, thrusting him into a crisis of faith that leaves

him feeling isolated and vulnerable.

The chapter concludes with Charles engulfed in feelings of defeat and

loneliness, highlighting the stark battle he faces between faith and doubt.

This moment of darkness not only encapsulates his immediate turmoil but

also serves as a poignant prelude to the deeper spiritual exploration that lies

ahead in his journey.
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Chapter 4: The Eye of Faith

Chapter 4: The Eye of Faith  

*Essex, England, 1844*

The chapter unfolds in an abandoned barn where Charles seeks solace with

his horse, Stuck, reflecting his sense of isolation and fear. Here, the decaying

structure mirrors his internal turmoil, suggesting feelings of abandonment

not only in his personal life but also in his relationship with God. As he

grapples with despair, Charles senses a disconnection from the divine,

questioning why he feels so forsaken during his darkest hours.

In the nearby Stambourne Meeting House, the vitality of faith among the

townspeople fluctuates, as evidenced by the dwindling attendance at prayer

meetings, especially during certain seasons. Charles's grandfather, a

venerable figure who presides over these gatherings, passionately preaches

the gospel from a sturdy pulpit, highlighting the joy and sense of community

that faith can bring. However, Charles feels like an outsider amidst the

congregation's fervor, perceiving their jubilance as a stark contrast to his

own quiet suffering.

As he approaches the Meeting House, the uplifting sound of hymns

resonates, deepening his internal conflict. While the congregation revels in
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their shared worship, Charles battles with feelings of sorrow and isolation,

yearning for someone to discern the weight of his struggles beneath the

surface. He feels trapped by the perception of being merely a good Puritan

child, concealing a profound emotional and spiritual turmoil.

In a pivotal moment during a sermon delivered by Richard Knill, a

compassionate missionary, Charles begins to glimpse a new perspective on

his faith. Knill’s message centers on seeing Jesus through the "eye of faith,"

promoting a vision of Christ as one who empathizes with human struggles

rather than as a stern figure of judgment. This realization strikes a chord

with Charles, igniting a flicker of hope within him. He becomes inspired to

approach Jesus not with fear of condemnation, but with a desire for

understanding, mercy, and forgiveness.

The chapter culminates in a heartfelt exchange between Charles and Mr.

Knill, who encourages him to embrace the idea of a loving Savior. This

interaction marks a turn in Charles's journey; it opens the door to a deeper

understanding of faith and the possibility of inner peace. As he continues to

wrestle with his doubts and desires, Charles feels compelled to embark on a

transformative journey, seeking to reconcile his struggles with the

redemptive power of faith.
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Chapter 5 Summary: A Little More of That Sun

### Chapter 5 Summary: A Little More of That Sun

Setting and Atmosphere  

In Virginia, 1851, the chapter unfolds during a lavish birthday celebration

hosted by the master of a plantation. The grand dining hall is adorned with

elegant flowers and fine china, filled with the rich scents of food and cigar

smoke. Amidst the vibrant conversations and laughter, Thomas, a young

slave, feels an acute sense of displacement, balancing the festive merriment

with the heavy weight of his precarious situation.

Thomas's Role and Internal Conflict  

Assigned to serve at the formal gathering rather than laboring in the tobacco

fields, Thomas grapples with a mixture of pride and dread. The jubilant

atmosphere contrasts starkly with his fear of punishment for any misstep,

such as a whipping. As a slave, Thomas is painfully aware of his inferior

status and potential repercussions stemming from interactions with the white

guests, especially women, heightening his anxiety.

Interaction with the White Woman  
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During the celebration, a white woman approaches Thomas, seeking to

engage him in friendly conversation. Although her demeanor seems benign,

Thomas is consumed by fear, recalling the punishment his friend Moses

faced for a similar innocent exchange. Overwhelmed, he abruptly exits the

dining area, epitomizing the tension between his desire for human

connection and the oppressive realities of his status.

Morning Reflections and Desire for Freedom  

After leaving the chaos inside, Thomas steps outside and finds solace in the

night air. Here, he reflects on the grim truths of slavery and yearns for

freedom. The serene sounds of nature serve as a stark contrast to his

hardships, symbolizing his deep longing for liberation. A conversation with

Ezekiel, another slave, further emphasizes their shared struggles and

deep-rooted hopes, revealing Thomas’s aspirations for a life beyond the

confines of enslavement.

Ezekiel’s Guidance  

Ezekiel, a more experienced and protective figure in Thomas’s life, advises

him to remain vigilant and compliant with his role as a slave. While Thomas

expresses a strong desire to escape and seek freedom, Ezekiel urges caution,

reminding him of the dire consequences that could result from such desires.
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This wisdom highlights the delicate balance between hope and the harsh

reality they face.

Conclusion  

The chapter poignantly captures the stark contrasts of life in slavery: the

opulent existence of the master set against the dehumanization of the

enslaved. Thomas's internal conflict between his longing for freedom and the

oppressive social order underscores his ongoing struggle for hope and

liberation amidst the formidable challenges posed by his circumstances. This

sets the stage for the profound journey ahead as he navigates the

complexities of his reality.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Susannah

Chapter 6: Susannah

Setting the Scene in 1854 London  

In the spring of 1854, London is depicted as a city shrouded in despair,

battling a cholera epidemic that devastates its population and leaves

communities in mourning. Amidst the technological advancements and

cultural shifts of the early 1850s, the grim statistics of illness serve as a

constant reminder of suffering and mortality. This desolate backdrop deeply

affects Susannah Thompson, a young woman striving to navigate a world

filled with uncertainty.

Susannah's Character  

Susannah, a figure of both sensitivity and resilience, has been shaped by her

upbringing in a Christian household. However, she has struggled to forge a

personal connection to her faith, feeling the indifference towards spirituality

that permeated her youth. Her only refuge comes from her close relationship

with Mr. and Mrs. Onley, who act as mentors, offering support and

companionship as she seeks her place within the community.
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The Chapel and Charles Spurgeon  

With encouragement from Mrs. Onley, Susannah reluctantly decides to

attend chapel, hoping to resist any emotional attachment to the preacher,

Charles Spurgeon. However, the moment she hears him speak, she is

mesmerized by his magnetic charisma and heartfelt sermon—a stark contrast

to the lackluster oratory of typical ministers. Spurgeon’s passion ignites

something within Susannah, challenging her past disinterest and awakening

a desire to engage more deeply with her faith.

The Sermon that Stirs the Heart  

As Spurgeon’s sermon unfolds, its profound message resonates with

Susannah, prompting her to contemplate her own spiritual journey. This

moment marks a pivotal shift; instead of the apathy she has previously

known, she feels an emerging hunger to participate actively in her faith and

contribute positively to her community.

A Moment of Connection  

After the service, fate leads Susannah to a warm exchange with Charles.

Their conversation reveals a shared passion for literature and theology,

notably Spurgeon’s admiration for John Bunyan’s "The Pilgrim’s Progress."

This mutual interest helps to forge a bond, hinting at the potential growth of
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their relationship.

Dinner with Charles  

The Onleys graciously invite Charles to dinner, setting the stage for deeper

connection. As they engage in lively discussions about literature, faith, and

their respective passions, Susannah is struck by Charles’s humility and

authentic spirit. This evening reveals his genuine character, further

endearing him to her. The chemistry of their budding friendship hints at

future shared experiences that could enrich both their lives.

Reflections on Newfound Friendships  

By the end of the chapter, Susannah reflects on the beauty of moving from

strangers to friends over the simple act of sharing a meal. This interaction

signifies the dawn of a significant chapter in her life, filled with hope and the

promise of meaningful encounters, particularly with Charles Spurgeon. As

the tumult of her surroundings continues, Susannah's emerging connections

offer her the possibility of resilience and renewed purpose amidst the chaos

of her city.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Back to Stambourne

In Chapter 7, titled "Back to Stambourne, England, 1856," the narrative

 takes a leisurely turn as Charles and Susannah embark on a train journey

from Bishopsgate Station to Colchester on a quiet Sunday afternoon. The

contrasting ambiance of their tranquil ride serves as a stark relief from the

usual hustle of weekday commutes. Within the cozy confines of the smoking

carriage, they share intimate moments and reminisce about their past,

deepening their emotional connection.

Charles reflects on his grandfather's influential role in shaping his path while

grappling with the dual pressures of newfound fame as a preacher in London

and his ongoing struggle with depression. This inner conflict highlights the

complexities of his character, juxtaposing his spiritual calling with personal

challenges. Fond memories surface as he recalls the joyful moments of his

wedding to Susannah and their tender courtship at Crystal Palace, a place

that symbolizes their blossoming love and shared aspirations. 

Their journey is accompanied by light-heartedness as they peruse the

newspaper, drawing laughter from shared memories of their wedding, a

contrast to the deeper reflections on their future together. Upon reaching

Colchester, Charles is welcomed warmly by his family, which rekindles

feelings of pride and humor about his new responsibilities as a husband.
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However, beneath this familial warmth lies a sense of urgency as Charles

prepares for a sermon that evening in Stambourne. The chapter closes with a

blend of anticipation and foreboding; a large crowd awaits his message,

hinting at the challenges that lie ahead in both his personal life and his

calling. This duality sets the stage for intense developments in their life

together, capturing the reader's interest as they are drawn into the unfolding

story of Charles and Susannah's journey.
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Chapter 8: Steal Away to Jesus

Chapter 8 Summary: Steal Away to Jesus

In 1857 Virginia, the oppressive atmosphere of plantation life is palpable,

especially among slave owners like Mr. Bennett, who are consumed by the

fear of rebellion. This anxiety pervades their interactions and decisions,

underpinning a harsh regime designed to suppress any semblance of freedom

among the enslaved. For individuals like Thomas Johnson, who has endured

over two decades of servitude, the consequences of this fear manifest in a

dehumanizing daily existence.

Haunted by dreams of escaping to the North, Thomas wrestles with the

weight of fear and uncertainty that binds him to the plantation. The longing

for freedom clashes with the grim realities of his life, creating an emotional

turmoil that feels insurmountable. However, one fateful night brings a

pivotal shift in his perspective as he contemplates the possibility of

liberation.

While in the darkness of his confinement, Thomas overhears a group of

enslaved individuals gathered in the quarters of Ezekiel, their unofficial

leader. They sing softly about "stealing away to Jesus," a poignant

expression of their shared anguish, hope, and unwavering faith. Ezekiel's
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words resonate deeply, reminding them all that, despite their physical

bondage, their spirits could remain unchained and free through a connection

with Jesus. This sentiment offers a sliver of hope that transcends the harsh

life they endure.

As Thomas joins in the quiet hymn, he experiences a profound emotional

release. With every note, he feels the oppressive dread that has plagued him

for years begin to lift, replaced by a newfound faith that promises a form of

liberation beyond the confines of his daily suffering. This moment marks a

transformative awakening; for the first time, he truly understands what it

means to have peace within, feeling a profound sense of rest and freedom at

heart.

The chapter concludes with Thomas reflecting on that night filled with hope

and spiritual awakening. It becomes a defining moment in his life, allowing

him to connect to something far greater than his immediate suffering and

affording him the solace of peaceful sleep despite the turmoil surrounding

him. This new understanding sets the stage for his journey toward freedom,

both physically and spiritually.
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Chapter 9 Summary: Sermon Writing

Chapter 9: Sermon Writing

Setting the Scene  

In the bustling year of 1856, Charles Spurgeon finds himself at his desk in

London, wrestling with the complexities of crafting a sermon. Fresh from

the life-altering experience of becoming a father to twins, he navigates the

emotional and physical demands this new chapter brings, while also holding

the weight of his pastoral responsibilities.

The Church's Growth  

Amidst the overwhelming joy of fatherhood, Charles reflects on the

phenomenal growth of his congregation at New Park Street Chapel. The

church has reached a critical juncture, with thousands of eager worshippers

being turned away each week, highlighting the community's hunger for

spiritual nourishment and the increasing popularity of Spurgeon's preaching.

A Proposal for a Larger Venue  

During a breakfast filled with both new parental joy and the stress of
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impending service, Charles's wife, Susannah, proposes an innovative

solution: moving their worship service to the Surrey Gardens Music Hall.

This larger venue offers the capacity to accommodate their swelling

audience. Inspired by her suggestion, Charles resolves to take bold action

and announces that, starting October 19, services will be held at this new

location.

Facing Doubt and Responsibility  

As the date of the transition looms closer, Charles experiences a tumultuous

mix of excitement and anxiety about his upcoming sermon to such a large

crowd. Confronted by the enormity of his responsibility, he turns to prayer,

seeking divine guidance. Charles yearns to deliver a heartfelt message that

meets the spiritual needs of the diverse audience he anticipates.

The Importance of Prayer and Dependence on God  

In his preparation, Charles understands his role as a conduit for God's

message rather than the source of the insight itself. With an acute awareness

of his limitations, he channels his focus toward deep reliance on God,

praying for the inspiration necessary to resonate powerfully with his

congregation.

Morning Preparations  
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On the morning of the pivotal sermon, Charles feels a swell of emotions. His

wife Susannah, ever a source of strength, offers words of encouragement,

reminding him to place his worries before God and concentrate on the task at

hand: sharing the Good News. With her unwavering support, he is able to

quell his anxieties and prepare for a day that promises to be transformative,

not only for them but for the entire church community.

This chapter emphasizes the profound interplay of personal and pastoral life,

showcasing Spurgeon's deep commitment to his faith and his reliance on

both prayer and community as he steps into an unprecedented chapter of his

ministry.
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Chapter 10 Summary: More Dead Than Alive

Chapter 10: More Dead Than Alive

*Setting the Scene: The Surrey Gardens Music Hall*  

In October 1856, the Surrey Gardens Music Hall serves as the backdrop for a

pivotal moment, drawing an immense crowd of nearly twenty thousand

attendees, far surpassing its twelve-thousand capacity. The exquisite

architecture of the venue enhances the excitement and anticipation pulsing

through the air, embodying a vibrant yet volatile atmosphere.

*The Gathering of Souls*  

As the audience floods into the hall, the usual serenity associated with

worship is replaced by a frenzied tapestry of diverse individuals, all seeking

connection and comfort. Charles, overwhelmed yet optimistic, seeks divine

guidance, praying that this gathering will hold special significance for

everyone involved.

*The Prelude to Chaos*  

Once onstage, Charles commands attention with his powerful voice as he

leads a spirited hymn, momentarily captivating the congregation. However,

lurking in the shadows are malevolent forces intent on disrupting the event’s

sanctity, setting the stage for impending chaos.
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*The Catastrophic Panic*  

In the midst of Charles’s heartfelt preaching, a malicious cry declaring a fire

sends the crowd into a frenzy. Panic escalates into a devastating stampede as

desperate individuals scramble for safety, resulting in injuries and fatalities.

Unbeknownst to Charles, the gravity of the situation spirals beyond control.

*A Struggle Between Light and Darkness*  

Sensing the dark energy slowly creeping in, Charles remains resolute in his

mission to instill hope, urging the congregation to maintain faith in Jesus

even as fear grips the hall. His words aim to be a beacon of light amidst the

turmoil, promoting resilience and courage in a time of distress.

*The Aftermath of Tragedy*  

As pandemonium ensues, Charles attempts to restore calm, encouraging the

audience to exit carefully. Singing one last hymn, he shares a silent moment

of sorrowful connection with his companion, Susannah. It is only after the

ordeal that Charles learns of the tragic consequences—injuries and losses

that haunt him, leaving him burdened by the day's horrific incidents.

*Reflection on Loss*  

Returning home, Charles feels an overwhelming weight upon him, more

dead than alive, grappling with the sorrow and anguish resulting from the

ill-fated gathering. This chapter explores profound themes of faith, the
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fragility of life, and the enduring resilience of the human spirit in the face of

chaos, illustrating how moments of great hope can swiftly turn into tragedy.
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Chapter 11 Summary: An Oak Tree in Clapham
Common

Chapter 11 Summary: An Oak Tree in Clapham Common, London, England,

 1859

In Clapham Common, a once-majestic oak tree stands as a somber symbol of

life’s cyclical nature, mirroring the inner turmoil of Charles, who is haunted

by a devastating tragedy from three years earlier—the Surrey Garden Music

Hall disaster. This incident, which claimed the lives of many innocent

victims, casts a long shadow over Charles, engendering feelings of grief and

guilt intertwined with his rise to prominence.

London in 1859 is a city of stark contrasts, booming with growth yet

plagued by significant social issues. The disparity between wealth and

poverty is glaring, with many citizens suffering in dire conditions and

battling disease. As Charles reflects on the plight of the city's marginalized

populations, he finds comfort in the support of his devoted wife, Susannah.

Their heartfelt conversations open a window into Charles’s struggles,

revealing the burden he carries from both the darkness of his surroundings

and his own emotional pain.

The atmosphere is further troubled by a violent storm, which wreaks havoc
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across the city. Amidst this chaos, a man selflessly sacrifices his life to save

a group of homeless children from a lightning-struck tree. This act of

heroism profoundly impacts Charles, deepening his contemplation on the

themes of sacrifice and the moral duty to serve others.

In the wake of the tragedy, Charles reaches out to the man’s widow, offering

condolences and emotional support. Recognizing her profound loss, he

empathizes with her grief while reflecting on the fleeting nature of life and

the strength that community can provide in times of despair.

During a memorial service in Clapham Common attended by thousands,

Charles delivers a heartfelt sermon. He speaks of the hope found in Christ

amidst sorrow, encouraging the grieving community to find courage in the

face of adversity. The service culminates in a generous collection for the

widow and her children, showcasing the community's compassion and

solidarity.

The chapter concludes with a renewed sense of purpose for Charles. Inspired

by the events around him, he resolves to focus his ministry on serving the

marginalized and addressing their physical and spiritual needs, reaffirming

his commitment to uplift those who have been affected by tragedy and

despair in the ever-complex landscape of Victorian London.
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Chapter 12: Thanksgiving

### Chapter 12 Summary

The chapter unfolds in Mr. Bennett's plantation house in Virginia during

Thanksgiving 1859, capturing the juxtaposition of festive cheer and personal

desolation. Mr. Bennett, a reflective and weary man, takes solace in his

elegantly appointed parlor, adorned with cherrywood paneling and a grand

stone fireplace. Despite the lingering scents of Thanksgiving feasting, he is

enveloped in solitude, revealing the emptiness that wealth cannot fill.

Mr. Bennett yearns for companionship but finds himself distanced from

genuine relationships, amplifying his sense of isolation. This solitude is

interrupted by the arrival of Reverend Kuber, a figure embodying both

friendship and societal obligation. The Reverend, adhering to his moral

convictions, politely declines Mr. Bennett's offering of brandy. Their

conversation soon veers into contentious territory, centering on the rising

influence of Charles Spurgeon, an English preacher known for his outspoken

criticism of slavery. This exchange highlights the pervasive tensions

surrounding slavery, particularly in light of Christian ethics, as Mr. Bennett

and Reverend Kuber express disdain for Spurgeon’s reformative views and

the threat they pose to the societal status quo.
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Listening in on their discussion, Thomas, a servant, absorbs the weight of

their words. As the chapter progresses, tensions culminate in a dramatic

scene at the town square, where a public bonfire has been organized to

incinerate Spurgeon’s writings. The crowd participates with fervor, eagerly

tossing books and pamphlets into the flames as a symbolic rejection of

evolving ideologies that roil the community. Thomas, caught in this

turbulent moment, grapples with his conflicting emotions regarding freedom

and oppression. 

Positioned between Mr. Bennett and Reverend Kuber, Thomas experiences

an inner turmoil—confronting his previous hatred toward his enslavers while

reconciling it with the newfound sense of peace he has fostered through

faith. The act of burning Spurgeon’s literature serves as a powerful emblem

of the broader societal conflict over moral values and individual liberation.

As the flames flicker and dance, Thomas reflects on how profoundly words

can impact both personal destinies and collective societal beliefs,

understanding the stakes at play in the dialogue surrounding slavery. The

chapter closes with a palpable tension, foreshadowing further conflicts that

intertwine themes of freedom and morality as the story unfolds.
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Chapter 13 Summary: The Foulest Blot

Chapter 13: The Foulest Blot

In the backdrop of 1863 London, Charles Spurgeon's ministry flourished

despite the considerable burdens he bore. Known for his unwavering

dedication, Spurgeon immersed himself in Scripture, constantly seeking to

strengthen his relationship with God. The pressures of pastorship weighed

heavily on him, yet he found strength in his faith, turning to divine guidance

during the most arduous moments of his ministry.

A significant milestone in his career was the establishment of the

Metropolitan Tabernacle, which welcomed its first congregation in March

1861. Although Spurgeon fondly remembered the grandeur of Surrey

Gardens, he took immense pride in the beauty of the new church,

characterized by its Greek architectural elements. The tabernacle became a

bustling hub of worship, attracting large crowds and enabling multiple

services each day, thereby extending the reach of his ministry.

Spurgeon’s commitment extended far beyond the pulpit; he invested deeply

in mentoring young men, particularly his own sons, Charles and Thomas.

His home transformed into a nurturing space, where every meal served as an

opportunity for spiritual instruction. Each evening, Spurgeon prayed
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fervently for his sons, demonstrating his deep love and dedication to their

spiritual upbringing.

Harnessing the revolutionary power of the printing press, Spurgeon

recognized its potential as a tool for evangelism. Collaborating with a

dedicated young man named Joseph Harrald, who quickly learned to

transcribe Spurgeon's sermons, he ensured that the gospel’s truths reached a

broader audience. This initiative significantly amplified his message,

allowing it to transcend the physical confines of his church.

Spurgeon’s moral convictions became increasingly apparent when he

vocally opposed slavery, which he branded as the "foulest blot" on

civilization. This stance invited significant criticism from American sources;

however, Spurgeon stood resolute in his beliefs. He perceived his advocacy

against slavery not just as a personal mission, but as a moral

obligation—assured that the printing press could serve as a formidable ally

in promoting justice and spreading the gospel. His unwavering commitment

to confront social evils underscored his belief in the power of truth.

Reflecting on his efforts, Spurgeon's journey through personal trials, familial

relationships, and societal controversies illustrated a profound resilience. He

epitomized a conviction that true strength lies not in social status but in a

faithful and committed relationship with Christ, ultimately embodying the

essence of his ministry.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Emancipation

Chapter 14: Emancipation

Setting the Scene: The Fall of Richmond  

In the spring of 1865, Richmond, the capital of the Confederate States, faced

inevitable destruction as the Union Army advanced, setting the city ablaze.

Amidst the chaos, panicked citizens rushed to escape rather than face capture

by the Union soldiers.

Thomas and Ezekiel's Perspective  

Amidst this turmoil, two personal servants in the Confederate Army,

Thomas and Ezekiel, observed the devastation from their tent. Ezekiel

expressed a mix of anxiety and hope about the impending fall of Richmond,

while Thomas, shaped by the horrors of war, yearned for the freedom he

believed a Union victory might bring.

The Sound of Change  

As cannon fire reverberated closer, tension surged through the Confederate

camp. Thomas proposed they escape, sensing a shift in their fortunes, but
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Ezekiel urged caution, fearing it wasn’t the right moment. Their dialogue

underscored a deep bond as they shared their fears and aspirations for

liberation.

A Moment of Scripture and Hope  

In a moment of shared hope, Ezekiel retrieved his Bible, and they reflected

on passages that mirrored their yearning for freedom. They interpreted these

scriptures as a sign of President Lincoln’s promise to end slavery,

motivating them to prepare for a hopeful new beginning.

The Morning of Liberation  

The following morning, as Union forces moved in on Richmond, chaos

erupted in the Confederate camp. In a powerful moment of disbelief and joy,

Thomas and Ezekiel recognized their imminent freedom and raced away

from the ruins of their past lives.

Return to the Plantation  

As they journeyed back to the plantation, uncertainty loomed over them.

Both men feared what they might find—potential abandonment or worse.

Upon their return, an unsettling silence greeted them, a stark contrast to the

bustling life they once knew.
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An Unexpected Encounter  

Their apprehension was soon interrupted by the sound of a woman crying.

They discovered Mrs. Bennett, distressed and alone, who initially confronted

Thomas with a shotgun out of fear and anger. However, she soon collapsed

into tears, revealing the heartache of being deserted by her husband, who

took everything with him. In a moment of compassion despite a fraught

history, Thomas comforted her, highlighting a significant emotional shift.

Ezekiel's Prayer for Healing  

Ezekiel, embodying themes of forgiveness and healing, prayed for Mrs.

Bennett’s well-being. This poignant scene marked a transformative moment,

redefining the relationship between former master and slave through shared

grief and the need for reconciliation.

Steps Into Freedom  

As Thomas and Ezekiel stepped into the sunlight outside the house, they felt

the heavy burden of their past identities lifting away. They were no longer

slaves but free men poised at the beginning of an uncertain yet hopeful

future. The chapter concludes with Thomas reflecting on their previous lives

and the unforeseen journey that lay ahead, emblematic of the broader
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transition occurring in a nation on the brink of change.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Great Mercies

### Chapter 15: Great Mercies – Summary

In 1869, London serves as the backdrop for Chapter 15, chronicling the trials

and tribulations faced by Charles and Susannah Spurgeon amid illness and

adversity. Central to the chapter are themes of mercy and suffering, as the

couple navigates the complexities of health challenges and their impact on

their relationship and broader community.

Susannah's health continues to deteriorate, reflecting her inner strength and

resilience despite the pain she endures. Her struggles, however, place an

emotional burden on Charles, who desires to alleviate her suffering but often

feels helpless as her condition worsens. This illustrates the deep love and

commitment he has for her.

Their home, Helensburgh House, acts as a refuge filled with warmth and

charm, offering comfort amid hardship. Flourishing with flowers, books, and

the companionship of their loyal butler, George Lovejoy, who often brings

humor to their household, the environment reflects their hospitality and love

for each other and their community.

As Charles diligently fulfills his role as a minister and writer, he grapples
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with his own unseen battles, including depression and various physical

ailments, which intensify the pressures stemming from his public life and

responsibilities. His dual role as caretaker and minister forms a poignant

contrast against Susannah's plight.

The chapter takes a critical turn when Charles falls seriously ill, being

diagnosed with smallpox, which underscores the fragility of both life and

health. This crisis introduces Dr. Anderson, a compassionate physician who

becomes an integral source of support for the Spurgeons during their time of

need.

Their plight does not go unnoticed; the church community gathers to pray

for both Charles and Susannah, highlighting the strength of their

relationships and the collective empathy within their congregation. This

communal support underscores the fundamental theme of faith, emphasizing

the importance of unity in the face of adversity.

Reflecting upon his affliction, Charles finds solace in prayer and the

unwavering support from his community, even as he confronts feelings of

inadequacy and fear regarding the future health of his family. The chapter

poignantly concludes with him dictating a message of hope and faith

intended for his congregation, reinforcing the resilience that can flourish

through suffering.
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Ultimately, Chapter 15 beautifully encapsulates the intertwining of personal

struggle, communal support, and the transformative power of faith amidst

challenging life circumstances, portraying the Spurgeons’ journey through

suffering as a testament to love and hope.
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Chapter 16: What Freedom Feels Like

Chapter 16: What Freedom Feels Like

In 1875, Thomas Johnson serves as the pastor of Providence Baptist Church

in Chicago, a position filled with both honor and pressure. He grapples with

two deep aspirations: a desire to spread the Christian faith in Africa and the

weekly challenge of delivering meaningful sermons. Each Sunday, he faces

an emotional dichotomy—while he feels profound love for Jesus and his

congregation, he often battles feelings of inadequacy due to his lack of

formal education. Although he once had the eloquence of a skilled speaker,

the pressures of pastoral duties sometimes lead to linguistic missteps during

his sermons. Nevertheless, his congregation remains loyal and supportive,

valuing the sincerity he brings to his ministry.

Henrietta, Thomas's wife, enters his study, embodying the warmth and

companionship he cherishes. Their relationship has evolved into a

supportive partnership, with Henrietta serving as his anchor, particularly

vital after the heartbreak of losing his close friend Ezekiel during the

struggles following the Civil War. Thomas reflects fondly on the day he first

met Henrietta while serving dinner to Union Army officials, realizing that

their shared experiences forged an instant connection that would blossom

into lasting love.
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The evening takes a promising turn when the Smiths, treasured friends and

churchgoers, arrive for dinner. Their camaraderie highlights the importance

of community, and Mr. Smith, in particular, encourages Thomas by

acknowledging his growth as a preacher. During their conversation, Mr.

Smith surprises Thomas with an exciting opportunity: he has arranged for

Thomas to attend Pastor's College, potentially studying under the renowned

Charles Spurgeon. This news ignites Thomas's hope, kindling his long-held

dream of returning to Africa to share the gospel.

As Thomas engages in reflection, he turns to his journal, committing his

aspirations and experiences to paper. He contemplates his transformation

since emancipation and affirms his calling as a missionary in Africa. With

the promise of education and support, Thomas feels newfound vigor for the

journey that lies ahead, setting the stage for significant changes and deeper

commitments in his life. Chapter 16 concludes with a sense of anticipation

both for Thomas personally and for the broader mission he is preparing to

undertake.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Let the Man Come

Chapter 17 Summary: Let the Man Come

Setting and Context  

In 1876 London, renowned preacher Charles Spurgeon grapples with

significant health issues, often confining him to bed. His devoted wife,

Susannah, stands by him, providing support through her writings and

assisting in the preparation of sermons.

Charles’s Struggles  

Charles experiences both debilitating pain and moments of brief recovery.

During the painful times, he battles feelings of sadness and worries about the

well-being of his family and church. Friends like George encourage him to

find solace in God and stay connected to the Scriptures, serving as reminders

of faith during his darkest hours.

Interactions with Susannah  

On a particularly good day, Susannah visits Charles. Despite her own

struggles, her presence brings joy and laughter, affirming their commitment
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to finding happiness amidst their hardships. In these intimate moments,

Charles opens up about his inner turmoil, expressing a longing for relief

from his suffering, which showcases his vulnerability and deepens their

bond.

Daily Life and Ministry  

Despite his health challenges, Charles engages with the world outside,

arriving at the Metropolitan Tabernacle. The church environment is lively,

with dedicated staff managing various functions. Charles's openness about

his struggles fosters a profound connection with his congregation. His

empathetic leadership style inspires those around him and reinforces the

sense of community within the church.

A Significant Letter  

A poignant letter from a minister introduces Charles to the plight of Thomas

Johnson, a freed slave seeking admission to the Pastors' College. Deeply

moved by Johnson’s aspirations to engage in mission work in Africa,

Charles becomes a staunch advocate for his cause, pushing for a scholarship

to support Johnson’s efforts. This action exemplifies his unwavering

commitment to empower others and fulfill their spiritual missions.

Conclusion  
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Throughout this chapter, Charles Spurgeon's resilience in the face of illness,

the strength of his partnership with Susannah, and his dedication to ministry

resonate strongly. His journey emphasizes not only the ability to persevere

through personal trials but also the profound impact one can have in

uplifting others in need.
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Chapter 18 Summary: Whisperings

### Chapter 18: Whisperings

In the winter of 1876, Thomas and Henrietta arrive in Manchester, England,

following a long and arduous journey. Despite the chilly weather, the

warmth and kindness of the English people reassure Thomas of God's

presence in his life. Having been accepted into the Pastors' College, they

settle into a cozy apartment owned by Mr. Wigney. Here, Thomas begins his

studies and feels an overwhelming sense of gratitude. Eager to connect with

others, he frequently shares his testimony and the blessings he has

encountered thus far.

As Thomas prepares for a pivotal meeting with the esteemed preacher

Charles Spurgeon, he grapples with a mix of excitement and nervousness.

His thoughts drift to his humble beginnings as a former slave—a stark

contrast to the privilege he now enjoys in England. He longs to express his

appreciation for Spurgeon, whose teachings have profoundly impacted his

faith.

Arriving at the Spurgeon residence, Thomas is captivated by its grandeur,

yet he is conscious of the delicate health of both Charles and his wife,

Susannah. Their warm welcome is offered by Old George, who shows them
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into the home with care, setting a respectful tone for the visit.

During an intimate tea gathering, the conversation flows between Thomas

and Charles, where they share their personal narratives. As they discuss their

respective struggles and suffering, the emotional and spiritual toll of their

experiences becomes evident. Thomas, encouraging Charles, emphasizes

how suffering can lead individuals closer to God and highlights the necessity

of maintaining faith during trials.

As their discussion deepens, the atmosphere becomes more profound.

Sharing in their mutual pain fosters a bond between Thomas and Charles.

They form a circle and join hands, a symbolic gesture of connection and

solidarity. Thomas then begins to sing quietly, inviting a moment of heartfelt

worship that transcends their individual hardships.

This chapter poignantly illustrates the powerful themes of suffering, faith,

and the deep connections forged through shared experiences. As Thomas

and the Spurgeons worship together, they find strength in their common

struggles and a reminder of God's enduring presence in their lives, even

amidst adversity.
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Chapter 19 Summary: The New Forest

Chapter 19 Summary: The New Forest, England, 1878

In 1878, amidst the backdrop of excitement surrounding Thomas Edison’s

revolutionary filament lightbulb, Charles Spurgeon finds himself at a

crossroads between modern technology and the comforts of nature. While

many embrace the allure of progress, Charles chooses simplicity, finding

solace in the outdoors. Engaging in beekeeping and stargazing, he uses the

natural world as an antidote to his struggles with depression.

Charles’s friendship with Thomas Johnson, a man who has faced the trials of

slavery, becomes a vital source of support for him. Together, they embark on

a journey to the New Forest, carrying with them a shared sense of adventure

and creativity. Accompanied by their jovial servant, George, and the

charming pug, Punch, moments of humor and camaraderie fill their time

together as they prepare to leave the chaotic life of London behind.

As they travel south, Charles reflects on his improving health and revels in

the serene beauty of the English countryside. Their conversations deepen, as

they open up about their pasts and dreams, reinforcing their bond. Their

journey soon leads them to Saint Cross, an ancient hospital that symbolizes

community support and compassion for those less fortunate. Here, they
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share a simple meal with those in need, embodying themes of mercy and

generosity central to their shared values.

Throughout the chapter, Charles grapples with lingering anxiety and

thoughts of mortality, turning to scripture for comfort. This spiritual quest

culminates in a renewed sense of peace anchored in his faith. As the chapter

closes, Charles and Thomas reflect on their life paths, with Thomas

expressing a desire to spread the Gospel in Africa. Their shared aspirations

and uncertainties forge a stronger connection, underscoring the

transformative power of friendship as a refuge against life's darkness.
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Chapter 20: Africa for Christ

Chapter 20: Africa for Christ

Departure to Africa  

On November 6, 1879, Thomas and Henrietta Johnson embarked on a

significant journey, setting sail from London on the SS Kinsembo to fulfill

their missionary calling in Africa. Intensely prepared after months of study

at the Pastors' College, Thomas felt a profound urgency to reach Cameroon,

motivated by a strong sense of divine purpose.

Arrival in Cameroon  

After fourteen days at sea, the Johnsons arrived in Victoria, a picturesque

village in Cameroon known for its stunning landscapes and humble

population. They quickly recognized the vast spiritual needs of the region; at

that time, only two Christian missionaries were present. Remarkably,

Thomas became the first African-American missionary to land in Cameroon,

marking a significant milestone in missionary history.

Missionary Work in Bakunda  
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Together with fellow missionaries, the Richardsons, the Johnsons moved to

Bakunda, a remote village where they were determined to spread the

Christian faith. Despite initial struggles with cultural differences and fears,

Thomas and Henrietta experienced the warmth and hospitality of the

Bakunda people, fostering a growing appreciation for their new community.

Influencing the Tribal Leadership  

A pivotal moment arose when Thomas engaged in discussions with the local

king about the potential of the gospel to bring peace and hope. After the king

fell seriously ill, he expressed a desire for salvation. Following Thomas's

guidance, the king embraced Christianity shortly before passing away, which

sparked a notable shift in the village toward accepting Christian teachings.

Health Struggles and Faith Test  

Amid these successes, the Johnsons faced significant challenges when

Henrietta contracted a severe fever during a particularly relentless rainy

season. Desperate for her recovery, Thomas wrestled with feelings of

helplessness as he observed her deteriorating health, all while continuing to

witness conversions among the local people.

A Moment of Connection  
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Despite her illness, Henrietta displayed incredible faith, reassuring Thomas

that he should not dwell on worries and reminding him of God’s

sovereignty. Their heartfelt conversations provided strength during this

trying period, yet as her condition worsened, Thomas grappled with the

painful prospect of losing his beloved wife.

Henrietta's Passing  

In a devastating turn, Thomas came to the realization that Henrietta was

nearing the end of her life. In her final moments, he encouraged her to cling

to her faith, and she peacefully passed away, welcomed into Heaven by

Jesus. This loss plunged Thomas into deep sorrow and loneliness, forcing

him to confront the overwhelming grief of losing his partner in ministry and

life.
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Chapter 21 Summary: In Cursive Letters

Chapter 21: In Cursive Letters

In the year 1879, Thomas finds himself in Cameroon, reeling from the recent

loss of his beloved wife, Henrietta, who died just three weeks prior. Stricken

by profound grief, he grapples with the desire to leave Africa, yet remains

uncertain about where he might go. Thomas feels a heavy sense of

abandonment as he drifts through each day in emotional paralysis, reflecting

on the depth of his sorrow and the void Henrietta's absence has left in his

life.

His solitude is interrupted by a visit from Mr. Richardson, who delivers a

heartfelt letter from Charles and Susannah Spurgeon. In this correspondence,

they express their condolences and share cherished memories of Henrietta's

vibrant spirit. Unfortunately, Charles's own health issues prevent him from

writing in person, adding to Thomas's sorrow as he feels compounded

empathy for his friend's struggles. The Spurgeons' sympathy resonates

deeply with Thomas, prompting him to realize that his ties to Africa have

severed along with his wife’s life. With a heavy heart, he begins to pack his

meager belongings, making the bittersweet decision to leave the land that

once held so much promise for him.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 22: The Fog of 1880

Fast forward to 1880, and London finds itself engulfed in a heavy, choking

fog, the result of rampant industrialization and smoke from the numerous

factories lining the Thames River. This ever-present darkness envelops the

city, casting a pall over its residents and creating an oppressive environment

where the sun is rarely seen. The adverse conditions contribute to a severe

cholera outbreak, further compounding the city’s struggles.

Hospitals are besieged with sick patients as the healthcare system struggles

to cope with the influx of those affected by the pollution and disease. The

citizens attempt to shield themselves from the toxic air by covering their

faces, yet they remain vulnerable to the pervasive effects of the

environmental crisis. The atmosphere is thick with despair; the relentless fog

serves as a metaphor for the broader malaise gripping the city, highlighting

the struggles of its people in the face of overwhelming adversity.
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Chapter 22 Summary: The Fog of 1880

Chapter 22 Summary: The Fog of 1880

Overview of the 1880 London Fog  

In the year 1880, London grapples with an oppressive fog that blankets the

city, a direct result of rapid industrial growth and severe air pollution from

nearby factories. The air is thick with smoke, blocking sunlight for extended

periods and contributing to a public health crisis, particularly as cholera

spreads and overwhelms hospitals. To cope with the toxic environment,

residents resort to covering their faces, highlighting the pervasive impact of

pollution on daily life.

Life in Helensburgh House  

Within this grim atmosphere, the Spurgeon family resides at Helensburgh

House, where Charles Spurgeon, a prominent Baptist preacher, struggles

with his health, frequently battling a persistent cough exacerbated by the

polluted air. While his wife, Susannah, views the air quality as a minor

annoyance, she is acutely aware of her husband’s deteriorating condition.

Together, they realize the necessity of relocating to a healthier environment,

ultimately deciding on Upper Norwood, a neighborhood known for its fresh

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


air.

Moving from Helensburgh House  

As the Spurgeons prepare to depart Helensburgh House, Charles is

unexpectedly filled with sadness. It symbolizes more than just a physical

structure; it holds cherished memories and significant moments of his life.

This sentiment underscores the emotional distinction between a house and a

home, as Charles reflects on the legacy he is leaving behind.

Transition to Westwood  

The family subsequently moves to Westwood, a larger and more affluent

home made possible by the sale of Helensburgh House. Despite the outward

appearance of success, Charles grapples with feelings of public scrutiny

regarding their shift in financial status, asserting that their primary

motivation for the move is health and well-being, rather than wealth.

A Place for Connection  

At Westwood, Charles establishes a gathering space beneath an oak tree he

dubs the Questioning Oak. This area becomes a haven for friends, students,

and esteemed guests, fostering deep discussions about faith and existence.

These interactions provide Charles with support and reflection, especially as
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he navigates his ongoing health struggles.

Health Decline and Support  

As the chapter unfolds, Charles’s health takes a turn for the worse, plunging

him into bouts of deep depression. During this challenging time, feelings of

inadequacy and despair weigh heavily on him. However, the arrival of his

friend Thomas offers a vital lifeline. Thomas not only provides

companionship but also imparts crucial insights about suffering and faith,

encouraging Charles to confront his struggles head-on.

Final Reflections  

The chapter culminates in a pivotal conversation between Charles and

Thomas, where they discuss the potential for personal growth that can arise

from trials and tribulations. Charles begins to reframe his understanding of

suffering, viewing it not as an obstacle but as an opportunity to deepen his

faith and develop compassion. This shift marks a significant turning point in

his life, paving the way for acceptance and resilience amid adversity.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Jubilee

Chapter 23 Summary: Jubilee in London, 1884

A Celebration of New Beginnings  

In London, the lifting of a long-standing fog brings a sense of renewal and

joy to the city's residents. Children play in the streets, mothers prepare

festive meals, and fathers breathe in the fresh air, marking this day as a

historic jubilee in their calendars. The fog, a metaphor for despair and

uncertainty, has finally dissipated, allowing the community to celebrate the

promise of a brighter future.

Charles Spurgeon's Spiritual Transformation  

Amidst the jubilation, influential preacher Charles Spurgeon experiences a

significant spiritual awakening. Having endured illness, he learns to view

suffering as a pathway to a deeper connection with God. This newfound

perspective enhances his ability to empathize with those who are suffering,

prompting him to engage more fully with the people in his community.

Deepening Connections through Service  
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Spurgeon dedicates time to both the orphanage and his congregation, using

his personal struggles to forge stronger bonds with those in need. His

preaching, now infused with wisdom; drawn from his experiences of pain,

resonates powerfully with his audience, providing hope and comfort to

many.

A Milestone Jubilee  

The year 1884 marks an important jubilee for both Spurgeon and his friend

Thomas Johnson, who travels from America to join the festivities. Together,

they reflect on God's grace throughout their respective journeys. The

occasion also celebrates Spurgeon's fiftieth birthday, with a congregation

event that radiates warmth and gratitude for his ministry and impact.

Acknowledgment of Shared Blessings  

In a moving speech, Spurgeon expresses his heartfelt gratitude for the

support of his congregation, attributing his blessings to the divine. He is

honored by Rev. Dwight Moody, a prominent evangelist, who commends

Spurgeon's profound influence on the lives of countless individuals,

enhancing Spurgeon’s reputation as a powerful spiritual leader.

A Reflection on Abolition and Healing  
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Amid the jubilee, Thomas Johnson, now a prominent advocate in the

abolition movement, shares his thoughts on the emancipation from slavery.

Reflecting on his past as a former slave, he addresses the ongoing struggle

against human bondage, emphasizing the importance of freedom and justice.

A Poignant Symbol of Struggle  

During the jubilee, Thomas creates an emotional moment by displaying the

chains he once bore as a slave. This powerful act not only stirs deep

emotions among the audience but also serves as a poignant reminder of the

historical struggle against slavery and the healing journey that both he and

Spurgeon have undergone.

A Heartfelt Farewell and Benediction  

As the jubilee concludes, Charles and Thomas share sincere farewells, with

Spurgeon offering a prayer for Thomas. He encourages him to continue his

fight for freedom in Christ, underscoring their shared commitment to justice

and the uplifting of those who suffer.

This chapter beautifully intertwines themes of celebration, resilience, and

empathy, encapsulating the enduring fight for justice through the lives of

Charles Spurgeon and Thomas Johnson during a pivotal historical moment.
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Chapter 24: Falling Asleep

Chapter 24: Falling Asleep

Setting and Introduction  

The scene opens in 1892 in Susannah's bright bedroom, where the fresh

English air fills the space. This marks her first emergence from weeks spent

in bed, a time overshadowed by worry for her husband, Charles, whose

health has been steadily declining.

Charles's Condition  

Charles has sought refuge in Mentone, France, hoping the picturesque

surroundings will aid his recovery. Despite his worsening illness, he remains

resolute, diligently working on a commentary of the Book of Psalms,

showcasing his enduring passion for his faith even as his body weakens.

Last Sermon  

Susannah reflects on Charles's last sermon delivered at the Metropolitan

Tabernacle, which he passionately conducted, uplifting the weary

congregation with his fervent love for God and the church. The sermon
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resonated deeply, leaving the assembly in fervent applause, a heartfelt

response to his inspiring words.

Charles's Message in the Letter  

As she reads Charles's latest letter, Susannah senses his contrasting

emotions; while he expresses his low spirits, he reassures her of God's

providence. Knowing his days are numbered, he expresses a longing for her

company in Mentone, deepening her resolve to join him.

The Journey to Mentone  

After packing her belongings and penning goodbyes to friends, Susannah

embarks on her journey to Mentone. The reunion with Charles is touching

yet laced with sorrow as his health continues to falter. Their friends gather

around them during this poignant time, sharing prayers and reminiscing

about cherished moments.

Final Moments  

In the delicate twilight of his life, surrounded by loved ones, Charles

professes his unwavering love for Susannah. She, in turn, sings a song of

hope, a final gift of solace amidst the sorrow. As Charles breathes his last,

the presence of angels is felt, signifying his passage from earthly struggles to
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eternal peace.

Conclusion  

This chapter poignantly encapsulates the intricate themes of love, loss, and

unwavering faith as Charles and Susannah confront the challenges posed by

illness and mortality. With Charles's passing, his powerful legacy as a

preacher endures, illuminating the profound bond they shared in this life and

beyond.
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