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About the book

In "The Authority of the Believer," John A. MacMillan delvesinto the
critical theme of spiritual authority as depicted in Paul's | etter to the
Ephesians. This foundational work, first published in 1932, stands as a
significant contribution to Christian literature, offering believersinsights

into the power bestowed upon them through faith.

MacMillan articulates that understanding one’ s authority in Christ isvital for
effective spiritual engagement and warfare. He emphasizes that believers are
not merely passive recipients of grace but are empowered participantsin
God's mission. This empowerment begins with a recognition of the
believer'sidentity in Christ—rooted in the resurrection and ascension, where

Jesus defeated sin and death, granting authority to all who follow Him.

Throughout the chapters, MacMillan details how this divine authority
translates into practical application, allowing believers to resist temptation,
overcome spiritual obstacles, and engage in meaningful intercession. He
underscores that this power is not of the self but comes through the Holy

Spirit, equipping believers to confront the forces of darkness.
The author also integrates testimonies and teachings from notable Christian

figures, such as Kenneth Copeland and Billye Brim Ministries, showcasing

the enduring impact of histeachings. Their endorsements highlight the
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book's relevance across generations, reinforcing the idea that spiritual

authority is adynamic and essential concept for Christians today.

In summary, MacMillan’ s work invites readers to embrace their God-given
authority, encouraging a proactive faith that leads to spiritual victory. By
understanding and applying these principles, believers can navigate the
challenges of life with confidence and resilience, fully aligned with their

divine purpose.
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About the author

In the chapters penned by John A. Macmillan, the thematic emphasis
revolves around the believer’ s authority, a central tenet of Christian faith that
underscores the power and responsibility bestowed upon individuals by God.
Macmillan, asignificant figure in early 20th-century Christian thought,
draws upon scriptural foundations to delineate the operational principles of
faith, prayer, and spiritual warfare. His exploration of these themes is not
only academic but deeply practical, aimed at instilling a sense of

empowerment among Christians.

In the initial chapters, Macmillan introduces the concept of authority as
articulated in the Bible, emphasizing that believers are granted divine rights
to confront and overcome spiritual opposition. This premise serves as the
cornerstone of histeachings, positioning believers as active participantsin
their spiritual journey rather than passive recipients of grace. Through
biblical examples and personal anecdotes, he illustrates how faith can
manifest powerfully in the believer's life when one fully understands and

asserts this authority.

Asthe narrative unfolds, Macmillan elaborates on the mechanics of prayer,
portraying it asavital instrument for expressing and exercising authority. He
underscores the significance of alignment with God’' s will, positing that

earnest, faith-filled prayer can yield transformative results both personally
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and within the broader community. This section blends theological insights
with practical application, encouraging believers to develop arobust prayer
life that reflects their identity in Christ.

Subsequent chapters delve into spiritual warfare, where Macmillan
elucidates the dichotomy between the physical and spiritual realms. He
draws attention to the reality of spiritual forces opposed to God's purpose
and how believers are equipped through prayer and scriptural knowledge to
combat these influences. The author’ s rich background in theology breathes
life into his discourse, making the concepts not only accessible but also

compelling for readers looking to deepen their faith.

Throughout the text, Macmillan's passion for empowering Christians to
reclaim their spiritual authority resonates vividly. His teachings challenge
believers to step into their roles as warriors of faith, advocating for a
proactive approach to living out their beliefs. The chapters collectively form
acohesive narrative that encourages readers to cultivate a strong sense of
identity, purpose, and authority in their spiritual journeys, ultimately leading

to a more dynamic and impactful Christian life.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

N 4 th(

'
Try Bookey App to read 1000+
summary of world best books
Unlock Titles, Topics
New titles added every week

Brand %— Leadership & Collaboration @ Time Management (=) Relationship & Communication
ness Strategy @ Creativity Public Money & Investing @ Know Yourself {’_’P Positive F
? Entrepreneurship World History C\Q Parent-Child Communication @ Self-care é.i.:\ Mind & Spi

Insights of world best books

THINKING, ATOMIC HABITS
FAST AND SLOW Mastering the art of power, to

have the strength to confront
complicated situations

—

M

HOW TO TALK
TO ANYONE D:,::I).Du

Chiv

N'

&

pn
-

Free Trial with Bookey:



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Summary Content List

Chapter 1: — The Source of Authority

Chapter 2: — The Rebel Holders of this Authority
Chapter 3. — The Divine Purpose of the Ages
Chapter 4. — The Extent of this Authority
Chapter 5: — The Failure of the Church

Chapter 6: — The Qualifications for Authority
Chapter 7: — Fear

Chapter 8: — The Practical Exercise of Authority

Chapter 9: — The Final Outcome of Authority

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 1 Summary: — The Sour ce of Authority

Chapter 1 —The Authority Defined

The authority of the believer isapivota yet often misunderstood aspect of
the Christian faith, crucia for every follower of Christ dueto their direct
relationship with Him and the transformative events of Calvary. Many
Christians struggle to grasp this concept fully, often obscured by spiritual
ignorance—an intentional tactic used by opposing forces to undermine
believers understanding. This misunderstanding can lead to conflating
authority with other aspects of the faith, resulting in adiminished

appreciation for its uniquerole.

Unlike the fullness of the Spirit, which empowers believersfor service but is
not the source of authority itself, this authority is frequently misinterpreted
as merely effective prayer. This misconception can lead to disappointment
when prayers do not yield immediate results. In addressing these
misconceptions, it becomes essential to distinguish between "authority" and
"power" as presented in the New Testament. Authority is characterized as
delegated power, comparable to atraffic officer who, despite lacking

physical strength, commands authority due to their official position.

Accordingly, the authority vested in believersis founded on divine power,
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empowering them to confront challenges confidently. This authority findsits
roots at Calvary—yparticularly in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who
triumphed over the forces of darkness and was exalted to God's right hand.
Believers share in this resurrection, signifying a spiritual elevation alongside
Christ, which grants them the authority to exert influence over both spiritual

realms and earthly circumstances.

Chapter 2—-The Source of Authority

The believer's authority is deeply intertwined with their relationship with
Christ and the profound significance of His resurrection. This event not only
symbolizes the victory over opposing powers but also establishes Jesus as
sovereign over al. The authority believers receive stems from their
identification with Him, illustrating that the same divine power that

resurrected Jesus also breathes life into His followers.

The apostle Paul emphasizes this identification in Ephesians, affirming that
al believers—regardiess of status—participate in both Christ’ s resurrection
and His ascension. They are not an exclusive group but part of a collective

body endowed with authority for the present, reflecting their future roles as

rulers along with Christ at His return.
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By sitting alongside Christ on His throne, believers are appointed to actively
exercise authority over spiritual realms, empowering them to confront and
shape the adversarial conditions they encounter in the world. Understanding
this authority is crucia for enhancing the effectiveness and impact of a
believer's faith and actions, providing them with the confidence to

implement their God-given rightsin aworld filled with challenges.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 2 Summary: — The Rebel Holders of this
Authority

In Chapter 3, titled "The Rebel Holders of this Authority," the author
examines the profound influence of Satanic forces over the world, a concept
underscored by Jesusin the Gospel of John, where Satan is termed the
"Prince of this World." This designation signifies the extent of his authority,
which Jesus acknowledged without contestation. Despite being arebel entity
condemned by divine judgment, Satan's grip on humanity endures, often

remaining undetected due to widespread spiritual blindness.

The chapter delineates a bifurcated rebel system spanning both heavenly and
earthly domains. The heavenly realm is characterized by the "host of the
high ones on high," while the earthly realm consists of "the kings of the
earth upon the earth." This duality anticipates a future judgment from God

that will address iniquities across both realms.

In the context of thisimpending judgment, the author reassures believers of
their protection through the Rapture, a prophetic event drawn from Isaiah’s
visions, whereby they will be saved from the coming tribulations.
Furthermore, the chapter categorizes various tiers of spiritual authorities:

"principalities and powers," "world-rulers of the darkness of this age," and
“the hosts of wicked spiritsin the heavenlies." These entities perpetuate

human deception, fomenting sin and emotional strife while infiltrating both
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gpiritual institutions and secular environments.

Additionally, the author acknowledges that earthly rulers, regardless of their
personal beliefs—Christian or otherwise—remain integrally linked to a
broader world system that exists apart from Christ’s ultimate dominion.
Consequently, the authority of these spiritual rulers persists, deeply entwined
with humanity since the fall, and will continue until God’ s overarching plan
isfully realized. This comprehensive exploration of spiritual hierarchies and
their influence serves to underscore the profound struggle between divine

authority and rebel forces within both heaven and earth.
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Chapter 3 Summary: — The Divine Purpose of the Ages

Chapter 4 — The Divine Purpose of the Ages

In this chapter, the narrative begins with the assertion that the “ God of the
whole earth” has a divine plan to confront the rebellion against His
righteousness. This plan includes a pivotal promise that ultimately, every
knee shall bow to Him—indicating a future time when all will recognize His
authority. To achieve this, God will need to remove those who instigate
rebellion from positions of power. Until their successors are ready to assume
these roles, the “ powers of the air”—spiritual entities that currently influence
worldly affairs—will remain in place. However, there is a hopeful outlook: a
redeemed and purified people will eventually take their rightful seatsin the

heavenly realms.

Divine Will and the Role of the Church

Ephesians 3:9-11 sheds light on the Church’s significant role in this divine
strategy. The Church is intended to proclaim the manifold wisdom of God to
the spiritual authorities in the heavenly realms, fulfilling an eternal purpose
through Jesus Christ. This mission involves preparing a chosen and faithful

community to assume responsibilities in heaven. Interestingly, this divine
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blueprint has been a mystery concealed throughout the ages but is now

revealed, signalling a crucial moment in the unfolding of God's plan.

Exaltation of the Saints

The chapter further explores the theme of exaltation, referencing Daniel 7,
where it is stated that judgment is granted to the saints. This means that they
will inherit the kingdom, receiving dominion over all earthly kingdoms. This
concept highlights the role of the saints—which represent the overcoming
Church—as those destined to hold authority and governance in the heavenly

spheres.

Role of Israel and the Church

Additionally, the chapter addresses the intertwining roles of Israel and the
Church in God's plan. It is articulated that the saints will oversee the people
of Israel, who are intended to govern the earthly kingdom, with Israel
positioned as the head of the nations. Ultimately, the exalted Church
functions as God's executive authority, ensuring the establishment of His
divine order across creation. This tension between the Church’s spiritual
authority and Israel’ s earthly governance underscores a significant dynamic

in the narrative of redemption and governance in the ages to come.
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Chapter 4. — The Extent of thisAuthority

Chapter 5— The Extent of this Authority

This chapter explores the profound authority that Christ wields as He reigns
at the right hand of the Father, acting as the Representative for humanity that
has been redeemed. By analyzing Hebrews 2:5-9, it underscores the
invitation for believers to grasp their shared authority with Christ, who is

exalted above all spiritual powers and dominions.

Madeto Sit

Christ's position of sitting signifies that certain aspects of His redemptive
work are presently paused. His exaltation above all spiritual forces,
including the malevolent influence of Satan, serves as a pivotal truth for
contemporary believers navigating challenges within their faith
communities. This reminder reassures that Christ's authority protects and

guides Hisfollowers.

Far Above
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Christ’ s authority is unmatched, transcending any earthly power or religious
figure who may attempt to undermine His divinity. Despite efforts to
categorize Him among historical figures, the Holy Spirit's revelation
confirms that Jesus stands supreme above all. Thistruth is central to

establishing His true position in the hearts and minds of believers.

In ThisAge and The Ageto Come

The supremacy of Christ extends beyond the present time into the future,
where His name will be unrivaled. The chapter emphasizes that in the age to
come, spiritual forceswill be restrained, and the glorified Church will
acknowledge Christ's ultimate authority, reinforcing the eternal nature of His

reign.

Under His Feet

All creations are placed under Christ’s feet, a metaphor that illustrates the
authority that even the least members of His Body—the Church—possess
over spiritual powers. This understanding encourages the Church to embrace
its rights and responsibilities without fear, fostering confidence in their

collective identity as empowered believers.
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Head Over All

Christ is established as the Head over everything, specifically for the benefit
of the Church, indicating that through Him, the Church exercises dominion
over all things. This position highlights the importance of unity and
connection between Christ and His Church, delineating the Church’srole as

the empowered body through which His authority is exhibited.

The Operation of God

The authority bestowed upon believersis rooted in the operations of God,
particularly as articulated in the Epistle to the Colossians. The chapter
illustrates that through the Father’ s actions in Christ’s death and
resurrection, a clear victory over spiritual adversaries was achieved. This
victory affirms believers positions in Christ and their inherent authority.
Even though the concept of Authority of the Believer isless emphasized in
Colossians, it reinforces that believers share in the fullness of Chrigt,
suggesting a profound union that grants them access to divine power and

authority.

In summary, this chapter calls believers to recognize the extensive authority

granted to Christ and, by extension, to themselves, encouraging a deeper
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appreciation for their spiritual identity and the shared dominion they havein
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Chapter 5 Summary: — The Failure of the Church

Chapter 6 — The Failure of the Church

Introduction to the Church's Challenge

In this chapter, we explore the role of the Church under the leadership of
Jesus Christ, who serves asits Head. Despite His supreme authority, the
Church struggles with tangible growth and effectiveness. This stagnation
stems from the Church’ s failure to fully comprehend and adhere to Christ's

guidance and the spiritual insights He offers.

The Role of the Body in God's Plan

For the Church to execute the divine plans laid out by its Head effectively,
each member must function in harmony and submission. Understanding the
importance of Christ's exaltation isvital for the Church to align its actions
with His direction. This unity ensures that the Church operates as a cohesive
body that fulfillsits intended purpose in God’ s overarching plan.

The Importance of the Word of God

The ministry of the Church is fundamentally grounded in the teachings of
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the Word of God. The Holy Spirit plays acritical role in uniting believers
with Christ’s divine missions, but this synergy is not cultivated through
emotional experiences alone. Genuine understanding and obedience emerge
from a deep and meaningful engagement with the Scriptures, which serve as

the foundation for the Church's endeavors.
Comparing the Influence of the Spirit and the Word

The chapter draws a comparison between the influence of the Holy Spirit
and the wisdom acquired from the Word of God. Both aspects are essential
for the Church to function correctly. While the Spirit empowers believers, its
effectivenessis limited when accompanied by a superficial understanding of
Scripture. An informed faith is crucial for the Spirit to effectively facilitate
God'’ s will within the Church.

The Call to Action

The Church is called to address its deficiencies by immersing itself in
Scripture. Spiritual immaturity serves as a barrier to realizing the full
potential of Christ's work through the Church. This chapter emphasizes the
collective responsibility of believersto engage actively with the Word of
God, paving the way for effective ministry and fostering personal growth
within the faith community. By doing so, the Church can move beyond its

stagnation and fulfill its divine mission.
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Chapter 6 Summary: — The Qualificationsfor Authority

Chapter 7—-The Qualificationsfor Authority

In this chapter, the author explores the inherent authority granted to every
believer, highlighting that it is not merely a special gift but adivine position
bestowed upon all who trust in Christ. This authoritative status is rooted in
the believers' spiritual elevation to sit alongside Christ at the right hand of
the Father, a privilege made possible by God's grace following Christ's
resurrection. It carries with it significant responsibility, challenging believers

to acknowledge their elevated status while giving all glory to God.

A critical component in experiencing this divine authority is belief. The
chapter emphasizes that genuine belief is not ssimply intellectual assent but a
call to action that reflects trust and commitment in one' s life. Many believers
yearn for divine experiences yet find themsel ves unfulfilled because they
lack the receptiveness necessary to actively engage with God's providence.
Embracing one’ sidentity and position in Christ is essential for realizing and

fulfilling the divine purposein life.
However, the exercise of this authority requires an additional quality:

humility. While belief opens the door to spiritual authority, humility is vital

for its preservation. Recognizing one's unworthiness before God emphasi zes
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the need for constant dependence on His grace, effectively curbing spiritual
pride that could lead to downfall. A humble heart enables believersto rely

on God'’s strength, helping them achieve victory over spiritual challenges.

Alongside humility, boldness emerges as another key qualification for
exercising authority. This boldness, springing from a deep sense of humility,
Isvital for authentic faith expression and is characterized by afearless
attitude toward challenges, save for areverent fear of God. To effectively
utilize their God-given authority, believers must cultivate a close
relationship with God, engaging regularly in prayer and immersing
themselves in His Word. This ongoing communion not only strengthens
their spiritual readiness but also enhances their ability to act with authority

in faith-driven circumstances.
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Chapter 7 Summary: — Fear

Chapter 8 — Fear

In this chapter, the narrative explores the dual nature of the spiritual realm,
where believers encounter both profound blessings and fierce conflicts. The
notion of spiritual authority is central; once believers grasp their elevated
status in Christ—symbolized by their metaphorical thrones—they
inadvertently attract the hostility of dark forces. This tension highlights the

ongoing battle Christians face in their faith journey.

As believers embrace their authority, they may find themselves under
increased scrutiny and attack in various aspects of life. These assaults can
manifest in the spirit, mind, body, and even in everyday circumstances. The
text warns that with the privilege of authority comes the danger of

retaliation, often seen in those who suffer for proclaiming these truths.

The key to overcoming these spiritual assault liesin understanding that
safety isfound in maintaining one’ s position of authority. By steadfastly
holding onto their faith, believers can protect themselves from the enemy’s
schemes, which are often designed to erode their confidence and pull them

away from the height of their spiritual standing.
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Equipping oneself with the " Armor of God" is essential to withstand these
challenges. This armor not only represents spiritual preparedness but

embodies crucia attitudes and practices:

1. The Girdle of Truth- A firm grasp of God' s Word that serves asthe
foundation.

2. The Breastplate of Righteousness- Active obedienceto God's
teachings, which guards the heart.

3. Feet Shod with the Preparation of the Gospel of Peace- A readiness to
share the message of peace and salvation.

4. The Shield of Faith - A protective barrier formed by belief in Christ's
sacrifice, safeguarding against doubt and fear.

5. TheHelmet of Salvation - The assurance of salvation, which helps
repel deception.

6. The Sword of the Spirit - The utilization of Scripture as an offensive
weapon against spiritual attacks.

7. All-Prayer - Maintaining a constant line of communication with God,

vital for spiritual vitality.

Ultimately, the chapter emphasizes a victorious mindset. By fully engaging
with their spiritual armor, believers can confront evil with confidence and
focus on their ministry without succumbing to fear. This assurance becomes
crucia asthey navigate the challenges that come with their new identity in

Christ, reinforcing their position as empowered agents of God's kingdom.
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Chapter 8: — The Practical Exercise of Authority

#it# Chapter 9 — The Practical Exercise of Authority

Under standing Authority in Christ

In this chapter, believers are encouraged to embrace atransformative life
characterized by holiness and vigilance against spiritual adversaries,
particularly Satan, who is depicted as the "Accuser of the brethren." These
accusations serve to dilute their faith and self-worth. To counteract this
negetivity, believers can invoke the power of Christ's sacrificial blood,
which represents ultimate victory over sin and spiritual attacks. The process
of spiritual warfare is framed as one of faith and the exercise of divine

authority, rather than direct confrontation with the enemy.
Limitation of Authority

It iscrucia for believersto grasp that their spiritual authority is directed at
opposing evil forces rather than controlling other people. Their mission isto
combat demonic influences while promoting healing and support among
individuals. Practices such as hypnotism, which draw power from occult

sources, are cautioned against as they contradict Christian teachings.
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Examples of Authority in Action

The chapter recounts various instances where believers have successfully

exercised their spiritual authority:

1. Release from Oppression of Body: A pastor’s wife experienced
healing from heart problems linked to her past involvement with spiritism

after confessing her sins and rejecting those influences.

2. Release from Oppression of Mind: A woman suffering from despair
due to her pursuit of spiritual experiences found freedom upon recognizing

her authority in Christ and confronting the evil spirits that plagued her.

3. Authority Over Excessive Anger: Christian workers struggling with
anger issues during conflicts discovered peace through prayer and

acknowledgment of the spiritual forces at play.

4. Authority Over Fear: The author’s son was liberated from a
paralyzing fear during a boat trip when the author rebuked the spirits of fear
affecting him.

5. Demon Obsession: A man exhibiting severe mental distress attributed

to auditory hallucinations found relief when the author asserted authority

over the demons influencing him.
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6. Authority Over Opposersof the Truth A prayerful congregation was
able to quell opposition to their meetings in atown, showcasing the potency

of collective authority in spiritual battles.
| nfer ences on the Use of Authority

The examples provided illustrate how demonic forces can infiltrate various
aspects of life, but they also highlight the effectiveness of a believer's
authority when rooted in faith and understanding of Christ. Although results
may not be immediate, the assertion of this authority is crucial, requiring
ongoing spiritual vigilance to maintain a strong stance against adversarial

forces.
Applying Lessonsto Wider |ssues

Believers are encouraged to extend the principles of authority learned in
these personal contexts to broader ministry challenges, including financial
obstacles and opposition to the spread of the Gospel. A united spiritual front
can effectively dismantle these barriers, allowing for the growth of truth and
light. Furthermore, personal evangelism endeavors can be invigorated by
addressing opposing spiritual influences through prayer and authoritative

declarations.
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In conclusion, this chapter empowers believers by affirming that they
possess considerable authority to confront spiritual oppression for
themselves and others. By realizing their identity in Christ and actively

engaging in prayerful action, they can overcome spiritual adversities and
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Chapter 9 Summary: — The Final Outcome of Authority

Chapter 10— The Final Outcome of Authority

This chapter delves into the complex relationship between divine authority
and human responsibility, particularly in the context of Redemption
achieved through Christ.

Under standing Divine Per mission

The narrative begins by exploring the theological question of why God
permits certain adversities to persist in the world. It posits that humanity is
inherently designed to reclaim authority over creation, with Christ serving as
the ultimate Representative in this redemptive process. This framework
suggests that through Christ's work, individuals can overcome the challenges

imposed by sin and the adversary.

Human Responsibility and Authority

Building on this foundation, the text emphasizes that God has endowed
humanity with the authority to confront and rebuke malevolent forces.

Believers are urged to recognize their vital role in transforming negative

circumstances and to embrace their power over adversity. This
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empowerment reflects a deep-seated belief in the potential for human agency

to invoke change in the face of challenges.
Awakening Privilege and Duty

As the chapter progresses, it highlights a growing awareness among
believers of their privileged position in Christ. This awakening comes with
an understanding of the responsibilities associated with such privilege. The
“manchild," a symbolic representation of the collective body of believers
destined to rule, is depicted as nearing completion, embodying a diverse

assembly of individuals across time who share in this divine purpose.

| mminent Shaking of Powers

Transitioning to a prophetic tone, the text predicts an imminent upheaval of
gpiritual powers that oppose Divine authority. As the Church preparesfor its
ascension to God’ s Throne, these malevolent forces are portrayed as
becoming increasingly agitated, leading to heightened conflict. This
“shaking” serves as both awarning and an encouragement, signaling that the
resistance to divine authority is weakening.

Call to Action

Concluding on a motivational note, the chapter issues afervent call for the
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Church to actively engage with these current challenges. It stresses the
necessity of faith, courage, and determination, reinforced by the sacrifice of
Calvary, to advance God's kingdom. The narrative encourages believersto
unite and take a stand in their faith, particularly against competing
ideologies and religions, asserting a collective readiness to fight for the

cause of the Lord.

In summary, Chapter 10 encapsulates a profound theological and
motivational discourse, urging believers to awaken to their authority and
responsibilities as they prepare for the transformative role they are destined
to play in God's plan.
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