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The Dragon's Bride Summary
Lost Love and Hidden Gold Ignite a Timeless Passion.
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About the book

In the gripping tale of “Con Somerford: Earl of Wyvern,” the newly

appointed Earl arrives at his ancestral fortress, a majestic castle perched

precariously on the cliffs of Dover. As he steps into his new role, he is

blindsided by an unexpected reunion with Susan Kerslake, a woman from

his past who left an indelible mark on his life. Armed with a pistol and an

unwavering resolve, Susan stands as the housekeeper of Crag Wyvern,

having been drawn to the estate not only by the whispers of hidden treasure

but also to assist in her family's covert smuggling operations along the

treacherous coastline.

Once passionate and carefree, the bond between Con and Susan has been

marred by the arrogance of their youth and shaped by the harsh realities of

war. Their paths have diverged, yet their hearts remain intertwined, steeped

in nostalgia and longing. As they confront the ghosts of their shared past,

both characters are tempered by life's difficulties—Con hardened by his

responsibilities and the weight of his title, and Susan softened by her

struggles and steadfast determination.

In this complicated reunion, Con and Susan face a pivotal choice: to reignite

the flames of a love that might have only dimmed with time or to let their

past define their future. As they delve deeper into their history and the

mysteries of Crag Wyvern, they must decide whether they can embrace the
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possibility of rekindling their once-in-a-lifetime passion, setting the stage for

a tumultuous journey filled with danger, discovery, and the complexities of

love.
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About the author

**Summary of Jo Beverley's Life and Career**

Mary Josephine Dunn, better known by her pen name Jo Beverley, was born

on September 22, 1947, in Lancashire, England. From a young age, Jo

exhibited a passion for storytelling, beginning to write medieval romances at

sixteen while attending an all-girls boarding school. Her early fascination

with historical narratives paved the way for her later career as a novelist.

Jo pursued her interest in literature academically, earning a degree in English

history from Keele University in 1970. Shortly after her graduation, she

married her college sweetheart, Ken Beverley, and took on a role as a youth

employment officer. However, in 1976, seeking new opportunities, the

couple relocated to Canada. This move marked a significant turning point

for Jo, as she began to dedicate herself fully to writing.

Settling in Ottawa, Jo became an active member of the Ottawa Romance

Writers’ Association, where she found a nurturing community that enabled

her to refine her craft. Her dedication paid off in 1988 with the publication

of "Lord Wraybourne's Betrothed," which marked her debut and led to her

ascendance in the romance genre.

Throughout her prolific career, Jo Beverley became a staple on bestseller
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lists, captivating readers with her richly woven narratives and

well-developed characters. Her contributions to romance literature were

recognized with numerous accolades, including five prestigious RITA

awards and her induction into the Romance Writers of America Hall of

Fame.

Jo Beverley's storytelling legacy continued to resonate beyond her passing

on May 23, 2016, leaving behind a treasure trove of beloved characters and

narratives that enriched the genre of historical romance. Her journey

illustrates the profound impact of passion, community, and dedication in

crafting unforgettable stories.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

Summary of Chapter One: The Dragon's Bride

Set against the backdrop of a moonlit night in May 1816 along the southern

coast of England, Chapter One introduces us to the perilous world of

smuggling, particularly centered around the coastal estate of Crag Wyvern.

With the recent conclusion of the war against Napoleon, the risks for

smugglers have significantly increased due to enhanced naval patrols.

Captain Drake, a seasoned smuggler, leads a group of men down a headland

toward the beach, emphasizing the urgency and danger of their operations.

Among these key players is Susan Kerslake, whose family has deep ties to

this dangerous trade. Following the capture of her family’s previous Captain

Drake, Susan, along with her younger brother David, now feels the weight of

responsibility to take charge and uphold their smuggling legacy amidst

rising threats from more aggressive gangs. Torn between her commitment to

this life and a yearning for safety, she recognizes that David must step up as

the new Captain Drake to navigate their precarious situation effectively.

In the midst of their anxious anticipation for a smuggling ship's arrival,

Susan reflects on her tumultuous past, particularly her first love, Con

Somerford, who is to become the new Earl of Wyvern. This bittersweet
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remembrance colors her current reality, as she grapples with the implications

of her earlier choices and the longing to escape a life filled with danger.

The tension intensifies when a light signals a possible threat, prompting

Susan’s instinctive bravery and determination to investigate. Her unexpected

encounter with Con, now cloaked in the responsibilities of nobility, forces

both to confront their unresolved feelings and complex history. Con’s casual

attitude toward her smuggling endeavors only deepens Susan’s turmoil, as

the reunion brings their past love starkly into the present amidst rising

stakes.

As the chapter concludes, there is a palpable sense of urgent uncertainty.

Susan must navigate her rekindled emotions for Con while ensuring her and

David's safety in the treacherous world they inhabit. This opening chapter

deftly intertwines themes of loyalty, love, the burden of past decisions, and

the high-stakes reality of smuggling, setting the stage for a gripping tale of

redemption and danger.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

Chapter Two Summary

In this chapter, the emotional atmosphere is thick with nostalgia and

unresolved tension as Susan reunites with Con, her childhood friend and

former lover, after a long eleven-year separation. Their physical

transformations are evident, but the connection they once shared remains

palpable. Con, now the Earl of Wyvern, embodies the weight of his new

title, while Susan serves as his housekeeper, a role that cleverly masks her

deeper involvement in smuggling—an occupation she embraced in an effort

to escape her past.

The chapter delves into their contrasting journeys. Susan reflects on the

promises and dreams they shared, recognizing the heavy cost of her choice

to distance herself from Con in pursuit of a more “respectable” existence.

Meanwhile, Con is haunted by the scars of war that have reshaped him from

the carefree teen Susan once adored into a more serious and battle-weary

man.

Their reunion is marked by prickly conversations that reveal layers of

resentment and lingering feelings. As Susan guides Con through his

ancestral home, the eerie remnants of its history—a torture chamber and an
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unsettling mix of decor—evoke the shadows of their past, highlighting a

sense of lost innocence.

Tension escalates when Con questions Susan’s authority and past, leading to

an uncomfortable moment when she unintentionally hints at their previous

intimacy. This interaction underscores the emotional chasms that have

developed between them over the years. Susan then steps away to prepare a

bath and food for Con, further illustrating the widening gulf between their

past affections and their current realities.

As Con adapts to his role as earl, he senses a looming threat linked to the

smuggling activities entwined with his estate and Susan’s murky

involvement. Their tentative dance around their shared history, now

shadowed by loyalty and ambition, sets the stage for a complex interplay of

emotions and challenges that they must navigate moving forward.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3

Chapter Three Summary

In this pivotal chapter, Susan is acutely affected by the sudden return of Con,

a man she hasn't seen in eleven years. Now the formidable Earl of Wyvern,

Con presents a stark contrast to the boy she once knew; time has sculpted

him into a soldier marked by the trials of war. As memories rush back,

Susan experiences a torrent of nostalgia intertwined with fear, reawakening

deep-seated emotions.

Their reunion occurs against the backdrop of Crag Wyvern, a setting rife

with tension and unresolved issues. Con’s noble expectations clash sharply

with Susan's reality, where she has assumed responsibility for the household

amidst the chaos of local smuggling activities. Her defensive answers

regarding her role reveal the complexity of her circumstances—she now

navigates a life filled with challenges to protect her brother, demonstrating

her growth into a capable woman juxtaposed against the girl Con once knew.

The character development is rich in its exploration of their evolving

identities. Susan's transformation into a resourceful housekeeper immersed

in the shadows of smuggling reflects her resilience, while Con grapples with

the dual burdens of his military past and his new title. His character is
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enmeshed in memories of loss, and though he feels drawn to Susan, he is

also cautious, haunted by lingering doubts about her motivations.

The chapter effectively highlights key themes of duty, nostalgia, and the fear

of confronting the past. As Susan reassesses her feelings for Con, the

narrative hints at potential rekindling of their once-great affection.

Concurrently, Con's skepticism about Susan’s intentions illustrates his

struggle with isolation in his new role as Earl, adding layers of complexity to

their interaction.

The tension in the household escalates as the realities of smuggling interlace

with their personal histories, creating a precarious balance between past

affection and the present dangers surrounding them. The chapter culminates

with both characters retreating into their respective responsibilities,

reinforcing the intricate dynamics of their re-established connection—one

fraught with both possibility and peril.
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Chapter 4: 4

Chapter Four Summary

In Chapter Four of "The Dragon's Bride," Susan is thrust into a whirlwind of

emotions as she reunites with Con, a figure from her past whom she once

loved deeply. The eleven years apart have introduced significant changes in

both their lives; Con is now the authoritative Earl of Wyvern, burdened by

his experiences as a soldier, while Susan has grown into a resilient

housekeeper managing his estate. Their previous bond of friendship is

clouded by unresolved feelings and the weight of their individual

transformations. 

As Susan navigates their newfound dynamic, her excitement at Con's return

is undercut by a palpable tension. Con's cold and commanding demeanor

serves as a stark reminder of their lost innocence, highlighting how their

lives have diverged since their youthful days filled with adventure and

affection. His playful inquiries about her role in the household contrast with

an underlying ambiguity in their relationship, underscoring how much has

changed between them.

The chapter vividly portrays their complex interactions, marked by Con's

scrutiny and Susan's defensiveness. As they discuss household matters, the
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shadows of their past loom large, with the threat of Con's precarious position

amid local smuggling activities and the secrets both characters harbor. This

atmosphere of danger adds depth to their exchanges, fueling a growing sense

of unease.

Amidst the everyday chaos, Susan wrestles with her lingering feelings for

Con, haunted by memories of their youthful encounters and by the dragon

tattoo he carries—an emblem of his past and their intertwined history. As

rumors of Con’s return and their former bond circulate among the estate's

staff, Susan feels her carefully constructed life begin to unravel.

The chapter concludes with a mingling of nostalgia and uncertainty, laying

the groundwork for a deeper exploration of love, duty, and the complexities

inherent in their renewed relationship. The interplay of their emotions,

responsibilities, and the looming threats of the past invite readers to discover

the intricacies of Susan and Con’s evolving connection, setting the stage for

the challenges that lie ahead.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

In Chapter Five of "The Dragon's Bride," the narrative dives deep into the

 turbulent emotions and complexities arising from Susan's unexpected

reunion with Con, now the Earl of Wyvern. This meeting unearths a flood of

memories from their youthful romance, which had been shattered by painful

circumstances over a decade ago. Con, once the kind-hearted boy who

promised to protect Susan, has evolved into a battle-hardened soldier

grappling with his own traumas. Meanwhile, Susan navigates her life as a

housekeeper, concealing her ties to the region's smuggling trade.

The chapter begins with Susan feeling disoriented and conflicted as she

comes face-to-face with Con, whose presence rekindles feelings she had

long thought buried. Eleven years have changed them both physically and

emotionally, as they confront the stark realities of who they have become.

Their lively banter, laced with underlying tension, highlights not only the

remnants of their affection but also the anger that has accumulated over the

years.

As Susan assumes her dual role as both housekeeper and caretaker, she faces

the challenge of maintaining her independence while acknowledging the

still-simmering connection with Con. Their conversations reveal a complex

web of emotions, as Con questions her authority, hinting at unresolved

grievances from their past. Despite the distance he tries to create, Susan can't
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help but be reminded of their shared history, stirring a deep yearning within

her.

As they wander through the shadowy corridors of Crag Wyvern, a sense of

dread creeps into the narrative. Susan becomes increasingly aware of the

dangers that accompany Con's new position as earl, especially with the

smuggling operations that threaten not only his safety but also her family's

secrets. This knowledge places Susan in a precarious position as she

grapples with her desire to protect Con while fearing the consequences of

her hidden affiliations.

The chapter deepens the exploration of themes like lost innocence and the

weight of past choices, as Susan comes to the painful realization that moving

on from her feelings for Con is nearly impossible. She struggles to fulfill her

duties amidst the emotional turmoil, reflecting on how their childhoods and

family dynamics shaped them into the individuals they are today.

Overall, Chapter Five serves as a poignant exploration of the collision

between past and present, illuminating Susan's internal battle between her

longing for freedom and the constraints of her current life. The stage is set

for a complicated dance of emotions, leaving readers captivated by the

question of how Susan and Con will navigate their intertwined fates amidst

the shadows of their shared history.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6

In Chapter 6 of "The Dragon's Bride" by Jo Beverley, the narrative focuses

 on Susan Kerslake, the new housekeeper at the ominous Crag Wyvern, and

her tumultuous emotions regarding Con Somerford, the recently returned

Earl of Wyvern. The chapter opens with Con making a dramatic entrance to

his cliffside fortress, where he finds Susan anxiously waiting for him, pistol

in hand—a symbol of their fraught history.

Eleven years prior, Susan abruptly ended their youthful romance, leaving

both with feelings of regret. Now, she returns to Crag Wyvern, spurred by

rumors of hidden gold, which she hopes to recover to aid her brother, David,

the new captain of a smuggling operation. Her motivations are not solely for

wealth but also rooted in familial loyalty and the desire for freedom from

their precarious circumstances.

Throughout the chapter, themes of longing, regret, and the quest for

redemption unfold as Susan grapples with the weight of her ambitions versus

her enduring feelings for Con. Con has transformed from the boy Susan once

loved into a hardened soldier, and their shared past complicates any potential

for rekindling their romance. As Con confronts his responsibilities as the

Earl, he also seeks to understand his complex relationship with Susan.

The narrative builds tension with intimate moments between Susan and Con,
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charged with unresolved chemistry, as they navigate their shared history

while facing the dangers inherent in their current lives tied to smuggling.

Their interactions reflect the broader struggles of duty versus desire, set

against the backdrop of Crag Wyvern—a fortress rich with resentment and

the promise of hidden treasures.

In summary, this chapter deepens the character dynamics between Susan and

Con, blending their troubled past with the urgent realities of their present,

creating an atmosphere filled with both personal and external conflict.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7

In Chapter Seven, Con meets Susan Kerslake, the newly appointed

 housekeeper at Crag Wyvern, a grand estate recently bereaved of its earl.

Upon first sight, Con is captivated by Susan's angelic beauty but resolves to

keep their interaction professional as he probes into the circumstances of the

earl's death. This inquiry hints at suspicions of foul play, which catches

Susan off guard. She discusses the earl's unconventional lifestyle and his

paranoia, noting his tendency to isolate himself within the estate despite

having no apparent threats.

Their conversation reveals Susan's determined nature and economic

necessity, hinting at challenging family circumstances that have shaped her

ambition to forge a career. Con, while grappling with his attraction to her,

recalls their complex history, leading to a mix of playful digs and deeper

revelations about their past. His teasing about her aspirations seems both

confrontational and revealing, showcasing the tension and unresolved

feelings lingering between them.

The dialogue then shifts towards the economic realities of Crag Wyvern and

the community's adaptation to the pervasive smuggling in the area, a practice

that Con approaches with disdain. Susan, however, displays a nuanced

understanding of the local dynamics, suggesting her connections to these

activities could be more significant than what she initially discloses. Con
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suspects that her ties may extend to Captain Drake, a local smuggler whose

identity and renown may complicate their interactions.

As their tour of the estate unfolds, Susan reveals improvements she has

made to enhance the house's hospitality, such as a drawing room intended

for conventional guests. Yet, their playful banter is infused with tension, as

both grapple with their concealed feelings and the emotional barriers

constructed over time. Con’s growing attraction to Susan is palpable, and he

struggles between indulging in romantic impulses and maintaining

emotional restraint.

Their exploration leads them to the late earl’s bizarre bedroom, a reflection

of his eccentric and chaotic life. Amidst the remnants of the earl’s

peculiarities, their conversations oscillate between humor and tension,

showcasing Con's rational responses next to the earl's madness. This mixture

of laughter and unease emphasizes the unresolved emotions and shared

history that continues to shape their relationship.

Overall, this chapter intricately weaves a narrative of attraction, ambition,

and the complex interplay of past connections, setting the stage for further

developments in their dynamic.
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Chapter 8: 8

In Chapter Eight of "The Dragon’s Bride," the tension escalates as Con and

 Susan Kerslake confront their troubled relationship against the mysterious

backdrop of Crag Wyvern, the estate belonging to Con's late uncle, the

eccentric earl. Now the earl himself, Con wrestles with the secrets

surrounding his uncle's untimely death and his complex feelings toward

Susan, who has taken on the role of housekeeper.

The chapter opens with Con appreciating Susan's beauty, which sparks

memories of their past. However, their conversation soon veers into serious

territory as Con questions Susan about the estate's management following

the earl's abrupt death. Susan, defending her actions, reveals her

independence and ambitions while disputing any insinuations of

opportunism. This exchange hints at the possibility of foul play in the earl's

demise, but Susan asserts her loyalty to the household and its staff.

As they navigate through the sprawling house, particularly the unsettling

library and strange sanctum filled with bizarre specimens, the atmosphere

thickens with tension. Con's disdain for his late uncle's quirks, juxtaposed

with his own curiosity, serves as an emotional backdrop. Despite Con's

growing attraction to Susan, he remains conflicted due to his commitment to

marry Lady Anne Peckworth, a choice that places additional strain on their

interactions.
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Their dialogue is peppered with humor amid the tension as they dissect the

late earl's peculiar belongings. Susan's coy wit provides a playful counter to

Con's probing questions, showcasing her ability to hold her own in a

conversation filled with innuendo and sharp retorts. Con's intrigue about the

earl's rumored involvement in smuggling alludes to the economic difficulties

faced by the region as the war nears its conclusion. A brief moment of

camaraderie surfaces in their shared laughter over the earl's obsession with

odd symbols, yet the levity is overshadowed by the weight of their

unresolved past.

As Con takes charge of organizing the estate, he uncovers discrepancies

pointing towards the late earl's secretive financial dealings. This revelation

not only deepens Con's understanding of Susan's capabilities but also

implicates her in a role that transcends her mere position as housekeeper. 

The chapter culminates with Con contemplating a pivotal decision about his

future. He acknowledges the emotional pull that Susan exerts on him, setting

the stage for a potential reevaluation of his impending marriage to Lady

Anne. His intention to write to Lady Anne serves as a crucial turning point,

indicating his struggle to reconcile his rational obligations with his

undeniable feelings for Susan.

Overall, this chapter masterfully blends humor, intrigue, and emotional
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complexity as Con and Susan navigate their charged dynamic against the

haunting legacy of Crag Wyvern and its enigmatic former occupant. Themes

of ambition, the intricacies of relationships, and the lingering shadows of

past choices resonate throughout, pushing the narrative toward a pivotal

evolution in the characters’ fates.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9

Chapter Nine Summary of *The Dragon’s Bride*

In Chapter Nine of *The Dragon’s Bride*, the intricate dynamics between

Con Somerford and Susan Kerslake come to the forefront against a backdrop

of suspicion and dark mysteries following the untimely death of the late earl.

The chapter begins with Con reflecting on Susan's beauty, imagining her as a

youthful girl, but the conversation quickly shifts to the pressing issues

surrounding the management of Crag Wyvern. 

Suspicion and Tension

Con raises questions about the earl's death, implying it may have been the

result of foul play linked to the earl’s dubious experiments with potions. In

her defense of the earl's character, Susan deftly turns the suspicion back onto

Con, reminding him that he stands to gain the most from the earl's demise.

Their interplay is marked by both professional conflict and personal tension;

Con’s sharp remarks hint at unresolved emotions, while Susan maintains a

strong, guarded demeanor.

Character Revelations
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During their discussion, Susan shares her motivations for becoming the

housekeeper at Crag Wyvern, citing financial necessity and a yearning for

purpose after the earl’s passing. Con, grappling with his own feelings and

regrets about their shared history, acknowledges her ambitions and the

tangled emotions that linger between them.

Exploring the House and Past

As they navigate the estate, Susan's diligent management is on display

amidst the disordered remnants left by the earl—his eccentric collections

and a cluttered workshop filled with curious objects. The exploration

intensifies Con's attraction to Susan but also deepens his internal conflict

regarding his potential marriage to Lady Anne Peckworth, a subject that

sharply affects Susan.

The Smuggling Trade

Their tour unveils connections to the local smuggling operations the earl was

involved with, hinting at a hidden financial network that may threaten both

their futures and the well-being of their community. Despite the seriousness

of the topic, their exchanges are punctuated with tension-laden humor, as

Susan wields her wit throughout their interactions.

Decision Points and Distrust
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Con resolves to maintain authority over the estate while expressing

skepticism about the smuggling operations, viewing them as a looming

threat. However, Susan appears to harbor her own secrets, hinting at ties to

the smuggling activities through her brother, David, who has taken up the

mantle of Captain Drake.

Confrontations and Choices

The chapter draws to a close with Con offering Susan a position to work

closely with his secretary, de Vere. He establishes clear boundaries to shield

his emotions, recognizing the peril of rekindling their past connection while

grappling with his obligations and future commitments. Meanwhile, Susan

wrestles with her own fears and desires, caught between her complicated

affection for Con and the shadows of Crag Wyvern.

Throughout this chapter, themes of ambition, trust, and the weight of the

past are intricately interwoven in their interactions, as both Con and Susan

face critical decisions that will influence their destinies amid the looming

intrigue surrounding them.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10

Chapter 10 Summary: Unraveling Secrets

In Chapter 10, Con and Susan Kerslake grapple with the aftermath of the late

Earl's death, a pivotal event that propels them into a complicated interplay of

past connections and current predicaments. As Con contemplates Susan, he

is struck by her angelic features that evoke bittersweet memories and

unresolved emotions from their shared past. Their dialogue begins with the

Earl's mysterious demise, where Susan defends his reputation despite Con’s

probing questions that suggest he suspects foul play.

Despite her initial wariness, Susan reveals her resilience and ambition in the

wake of the Earl's passing. Their conversation is laden with tension,

underscored by unspoken grievances from their history. The palpable strain

reflects both their emotional distance and their lingering connection,

highlighting the complexities of their current relationship.

As they sift through the chaotic remnants of the Earl's chambers, which are

littered with odd artifacts, moments of shared laughter briefly soften the

atmosphere. Nevertheless, the backdrop of smuggling operations—the Earl's

clandestine dealings that threaten the estate’s stability—casts a shadow over

their interactions. Susan’s loyalty to her brother David, now taking on the
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mantle of Captain Drake, complicates her feelings as she navigates between

familial ties and her emerging independence.

Con’s inquiries about money draw attention to the Earl's intricate financial

dealings, revealing a web of deception that Susan is determined to unravel.

This inquiry serves as a catalyst for Susan's inner struggle; while she craves

connection and understanding, she is acutely aware of the burdens her past

decisions impose on her present.

The chapter culminates in a realization that both Con and Susan stand at

pivotal crossroads in their lives, torn between their prior relationship, their

family loyalties, and the uncertain future looming ahead. This dynamic,

intertwined with the clandestine undertones of smuggling and hidden

secrets, sets the stage for further conflicts and deeper explorations of their

characters as they confront the unresolved tensions of their past and the

implications for their future.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11

In Chapter 11 of "The Dragon's Bride" by Jo Beverley, tension simmers as

 Con, the newly appointed Earl of Wyvern, encounters Susan Kerslake, the

housekeeper and daughter of the former Captain Drake. The chapter opens

with Con's immediate awareness of Susan's beauty, which evokes memories

of their youthful connection. As they converse, the gravity of the late earl’s

unexpected demise becomes apparent, and their dialogue reveals the

complexities of their past and the current dilemmas facing the estate.

Susan shares details about the late earl's sudden death, leading Con to

question whether foul play was involved. However, Susan staunchly defends

the late earl, emphasizing that his death benefited no one but Con himself.

Her insights indicate her deep understanding of the local community, hinting

at her suspicions regarding the smuggling operations that have taken root

nearby. Their exchanges are charged with unresolved emotions, particularly

for Con, who is grappling with his feelings for Susan.

As Con tours the estate, he encounters evidence of the late earl's chaotic life,

including an eclectic assortment of items that reflect the earl’s troubled

psyche. This exploration underscores Con's desire to impose order in the

wake of the late earl’s eccentricities while foreshadowing conflicts with

Susan's brother, David. Recently appointed as Captain Drake, David is now

a pivotal player in the local smuggling network, intensifying the stakes
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surrounding the estate’s future.

Determined to confront their fraught history, Con invites Susan and David to

dinner. Susan's preparation for this meal, choosing a dress that highlights her

grace, suggests a yearning to rekindle the connection she once shared with

Con. The chapter weaves themes of identity, duty, and lingering attraction as

the characters navigate their intertwined lives amidst the backdrop of a

community grappling with illicit activities.

This chapter effectively sets the stage for impending conflicts, where

personal loyalty, familial obligations, and repressed romantic feelings clash,

forcing Con and Susan to reckon with their past as they face an uncertain

future at Crag Wyvern.
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Chapter 12: 12

Chapter Twelve Summary of "The Dragon's Bride" by Jo Beverley

In this pivotal chapter, Con, recently appointed as the Earl of Wyvern, finds

himself in a tense yet revealing discussion with Susan Kerslake, the estate's

housekeeper. Their conversation delves into the circumstances surrounding

the mysterious death of the previous Earl, igniting Con’s suspicions of foul

play, particularly in connection to the estate’s smuggling operations. This

exchange is laced with unresolved feelings from their past, highlighting a

shared history marked by both affection and conflict. As Con grapples with

his memories of Susan as a lively young woman, he struggles with the

reality of her current position and his own conflicting emotions regarding an

imminent engagement to Lady Anne.

Susan, determined and resilient, asserts her independence while managing

the estate, embodying a complex blend of vulnerability and strength shaped

by her family's difficult legacy. Her chemistry with Con is palpable, filled

with tension as they navigate their old feelings against the backdrop of

Susan’s responsibilities and loyalty to her family. 

The dynamic further complicates with the arrival of Susan’s brother, David,

who embodies a protective instinct toward Susan, introducing layers to their
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familial bond. However, David harbors a secret: he is Captain Drake, the

enigmatic leader of the local smuggling ring. This secret adds an intriguing

layer to the narrative, as it juxtaposes Susan’s desire for closeness with her

brother against her own conflicting desires and her complicated history with

Con.

Throughout the chapter, the ghosts of their past emerge, intertwining the

themes of loyalty, ambition, and the struggle for personal identity amidst a

backdrop of shadowy secrets and looming danger. As they prepare for

dinner, the chapter ends on a note of tension and anticipation, hinting at the

potential for both love and heartbreak. Thus, this chapter not only builds

suspense but also intricately explores the characters' emotional landscapes,

setting the stage for the complexities of their intertwined futures.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13

In Chapter 13 of "The Dragon's Bride" by Jo Beverley, the story deepens as

 Con Somerford, the newly appointed Earl of Wyvern, returns to his

ancestral home, Crag Wyvern. His arrival is marked by an unexpected and

charged reunion with Susan Kerslake, the housekeeper and once his

 childhood friend and lover. Their past relationship hangs heavily between

them, rekindling feelings that neither has fully resolved.

As Con takes on the responsibilities of his title, he finds himself at odds with

Susan, who is deeply entrenched in a smuggling operation led by her

brother, David. David, having assumed the mantle of “Captain Drake”

 from their captured father, Mel Clyst, thrusts Susan into a position where

 she must navigate loyalty to her family and the dangerous world of

smuggling. Her motivations are complex, driven by a blend of duty to

protect her brother and a desperate need to sustain their livelihood within the

smuggling community.

The chapter unfolds against a backdrop of tension as Con attempts to restore

order to his estate while grappling with his ambitions to separate himself

from the chaos of smuggling. His desire to distance himself from this world

conflicts with Susan’s fierce commitment to her family, showcasing themes

of loyalty, identity, and the haunting remnants of their shared past. As they

interact, the chemistry between them is undeniable, with exchanges that

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


fluctuate between playful banter and intense emotional strain.

Their dialogue takes a turn when they discuss the eccentric and bizarre

remnants left behind by Con’s predecessor, the mad Earl, illustrating the

bizarre complications of both their current circumstances and their shared

history. This serves as a poignant reminder of the challenges they face

together, juxtaposing their mutual attraction with unresolved resentment and

regret.

The chapter reaches a dramatic climax when Con offers Susan gold from the

smuggling operation in exchange for a night together. This proposition

complicates her emotions further, igniting a struggle within her as she

weighs the practical benefits against the emotional implications of such an

arrangement. This moment captures the battle between desire and

consequence, hinting at the deeper conflicts that lie ahead for both

characters.

Ultimately, Chapter 13 intricately intertwines the past and present of Susan

and Con, exploring their unresolved feelings while delving into heavier

themes of ambition, familial loyalty, and the lingering shadows of love.

Their internal and external conflicts foreshadow further complications as

they confront their intertwined fates amid the challenges of their lives.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14

Chapter 14 Summary of "The Dragon's Bride"

In this chapter, the narrative opens with Susan waking up engulfed in

urgency after a disquieting dream in which Con is battling a dragon. This

dream propels her to devise a plan to escape her current circumstances and

assert some control over her life at Crag Wyvern. Over breakfast, she

contemplates potential candidates for a new housekeeper, hoping to manage

her surroundings while maintaining emotional distance from Con.

Susan's day unfolds with interactions that deepen her understanding of Con's

character, notably through conversations with Sarmiento, Con’s charming

Spanish valet. Sarmiento enlightens her about Con’s past, particularly his

troubled relationship with Lord Vandeimen and the haunting memories from

the war. The insights he provides resonate with Susan, igniting her

compassion for Con and leading her to worry about his emotional

well-being.

Simultaneously, Susan embarks on a quest for hidden gold, a task tied to her

responsibilities at Crag Wyvern. As she navigates her duties, she is

increasingly torn between her obligations and her burgeoning feelings for

Con. Reflections on the previous evening's events further complicate her
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emotions as she uncovers more about Con's painful history.

A pivotal moment arises when Susan spontaneously activates a fountain in

the garden, igniting a sense of joy within her. However, the appearance of

Con transforms this delight into an electrifying encounter, underscoring the

undeniable chemistry between them. As they converse, the atmosphere shifts

as Con reveals his sorrow over the war, creating an intimate yet tense

moment filled with unspoken emotions.

Ultimately, Susan steels herself, committed to honoring her integrity rather

than becoming a mere distraction for Con amidst his turmoil. In a symbolic

gesture, she proposes erecting a statue of Saint George instead of the dragon,

representing heroism and hope in the face of adversity. As she leaves the

scene briskly, the unresolved emotional tension between them lingers,

highlighting the complexities of their relationship against the backdrop of

war’s impact and personal struggles.

This chapter encapsulates themes of duty versus desire, the shadows of past

traumas, and the quest for personal agency, all while further developing the

emotional bond between Susan and Con.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 15

### Chapter Fifteen Summary

In Chapter Fifteen of "The Dragon's Bride," Susan awakens with a strong

resolve to escape Crag Wyvern, the estate she now inhabits. Haunted by

vivid dreams of a dragon and troubling conversations with Con, her

enigmatic and brooding host, she begins to assert herself by tackling the

household's daily responsibilities. As she prepares for the day, she

deliberately avoids Con, driven by uncertainty about his intentions for both

the estate and their relationship.

During her tasks—ordering supplies and coordinating breakfast—Susan

uncovers more about Con's past, particularly his connections with notable

figures such as Lord Vandeimen and Major Hawkinville. Through her

observations, it becomes clear that Con is wrestling with emotional scars

from his wartime experiences, which raises concerns for Susan as she

contemplates her capacity to support him. The chapter intricately weaves

their complex feelings, highlighting Susan's apprehension about their future

together amid Con's burdens.

A pivotal moment occurs when Susan narrowly escapes a confrontation with

Con, only to later witness him tending to his men outdoors. This tender
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scene fosters within her a mix of admiration and yearning, yet it

simultaneously amplifies her insecurities, especially concerning Lady Anne,

a figure rumored to harbor a significant connection with Con.

Their dynamic shifts dramatically when an accidental mishap involving the

fountain leaves Con drenched, sparking an unexpected moment of playful

intimacy between them. With an undeniable and almost primal attraction

simmering beneath the surface, Susan hesitates, still feeling overshadowed

by Lady Anne’s memory in Con's life.

The chapter takes a darker turn when Lieutenant Gifford, a figure from the

military with dubious intentions, confronts Susan. He reveals his interest in

her while threatening her brother David, who is embroiled in smuggling—a

dangerous secret that poses a threat to both siblings. Dressed in defiance,

Susan quickly formulates a sharp retort, attempting to navigate this perilous

encounter with courage and wit.

Just as tensions escalate between Susan and Gifford, Con enters, sensing the

charged atmosphere and the underlying conflict. Susan’s internal struggle

deepens as she is torn between her growing feelings for Con and her

responsibility to protect herself and her brother from Gifford’s dangerous

ambitions.

Through this chapter, the narrative probes themes of duty, desire, and the
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lingering effects of war on personal connections. Susan finds herself at a

critical crossroads, caught in a web of loyalty to her family and her

burgeoning, yet complicated, relationship with Con. As events unfold, the

potential for confrontation and revelation looms, setting the stage for

dramatic developments that could irrevocably alter the paths of both Susan

and Con.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 16: 16

Chapter 16 Summary: The Dragon's Bride

In Chapter 16 of "The Dragon's Bride," the tension begins as Susan awakens

with a fierce determination to escape her troubled circumstances at Crag

Wyvern. Her vivid dream involving Con and a dragon—a symbol of power

and conflict—provokes her realization that staying close to him is

complicating her feelings, especially as he grapples with his own inner

turmoil.

As the day unfolds during breakfast, Susan immerses herself in her duties as

the housekeeper, interviewing potential replacements for Con's estate. She

deliberately avoids interactions with Con, but finds herself entranced by

conversations with Sarmiento, Con's charming Spanish valet. Through

Sarmiento, she learns about Con’s emotional battles and his complicated

past, which deepens her concern and affection for him.

While overseeing household matters, Susan encounters Con in the garden,

where he is laboring to repair a fountain—a task that highlights both his

physical strength and vulnerability. Watching him intensifies her feelings, as

they share a magnetic connection that sparks unresolved tensions. Their

interaction becomes charged, fraught with the weight of their past memories
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and the uncertainty of their futures.

When Con notices her presence, he invites her to join him, breaking through

the barriers that Susan has tried to erect between them. Despite her

intentions to maintain distance, their attraction is undeniable, culminating in

a flirtatious yet intimate exchange by the fountain. At the same time, Susan

wrestles with her loyalty to Lady Anne, Con's fiancée, which complicates

her burgeoning feelings and creates an internal conflict regarding her

emotional ties.

The chapter reaches a climax when Lieutenant Gifford threatens Susan,

leveraging her past connection with Captain Lavalle to intimidate her. In

response, Con's protective instincts surge; he assures her that he will

confront Gifford and deal with the threat without compromising his own

integrity. This moment underscores Con's role as a protector, revealing the

depth of his feelings for Susan.

The theme of conflicting loyalties resonates throughout the chapter. Susan

grapples not only with her desire for Con but also with her sense of duty to

Lady Anne and the implications of Gifford’s threats on her brother, David,

entangled in smuggling activities. She recognizes the fragility of their

friendship, fearing that exploring her feelings for Con could lead to

additional pain.
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As Con’s own struggles with the aftermath of war and his responsibilities as

an Earl loom large, both he and Susan face choices with significant

ramifications for their futures. This chapter masterfully weaves themes of

longing, loyalty, and personal sacrifice, immersing the reader in the

emotional complexities of Susan and Con's relationship. The bittersweet

undercurrent hints at the high cost of their unfulfilled desires, leaving

readers eager to discover their fates.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 17

### Summary of Chapter Seventeen from "The Dragon's Bride"

In Chapter Seventeen, Susan embarks on a fervent quest to break free from

her tumultuous life at Crag Wyvern, a mansion steeped in haunting

memories and her unresolved past with Con. Plagued by nightmares that

transport her back to Irish Cove, she resolves to take proactive steps toward

independence, including writing letters to prospective housekeepers and

diligently attending to household chores, all while carefully avoiding Con to

maintain her emotional distance.

During her time in the kitchen, Susan converses with Con’s valet,

Sarmiento. Through their discussions, she learns about Con’s connections

and two of his old friends—Major Hawkinville and Lord

Vandeimen—adding complexity to her understanding of Con’s character. As

she grapples with her concern for him, it becomes apparent that Con bears

deep scars from his wartime experiences, which he struggles to express.

The arrival of her brother, David, heightens Susan's anxieties as they

confront the precariousness of their situation, particularly with local

Preventive officer Lieutenant Gifford suspicious of David's true identity as

Captain Drake. Their dialogue reveals their mutual burdens and worries
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about Gifford’s unwanted interest in Susan. She warns David to stay under

the radar and to be cautious about their interactions.

As the narrative unfolds, Susan finds herself experiencing a turbulent mix of

emotions toward Con, blending love, longing, and a yearning for freedom.

When Con and another character, de Vere, suggest exploring the mansion's

old torture chamber, Susan reluctantly takes the lead, attempting to confront

the unsettling history embedded in the walls.

The atmosphere grows increasingly intense as they delve into the chamber,

filled with grim faux implements of torture. In this charged setting, Con and

de Vere, in a spontaneous outburst of reckless energy, begin to dismantle the

disturbing devices. Amidst this chaos, Susan and Con share a fervent kiss,

igniting a deep-seated tension and desire that Susan has long buried.

The climax of the chapter unfolds as Con and de Vere discover gold hidden

beneath the debris they have created, presenting a potential solution to

David’s critical situation. This revelation adds a layer of urgency to Susan's

inner conflict, as she must reconcile her growing feelings for Con with her

responsibility to safeguard her brother.

Ultimately, this chapter explores profound themes such as longing, the

weight of the past, and the intricate interplay between friendship and desire.

Susan stands at a crossroads, torn between her burgeoning affection for Con
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and her commitment to her family's safety, while the hidden treasures at

Crag Wyvern hint at transformative possibilities that could alter the fate of

them all.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 18

In Chapter 18, Susan awakens with a strong resolve to escape the confines of

 Crag Wyvern, driven by nightmares and haunting memories of dragons and

battles. Seeking to take control of her situation, she begins by organizing the

household and aims to find a local woman to serve as a housekeeper.

Through her interactions with Sarmiento, Con’s Spanish valet, she learns

more about Con’s past friendships, which stirs her concern for his

well-being.

As the day progresses, Susan dedicates herself to her duties yet cannot shake

her thoughts of Con. She reflects on the restoration of a damaged fountain,

symbolizing the contrasts between freedom and captivity, which resonate

deeply with her own feelings toward Con. Her attraction to him simmers just

beneath the surface, and when they share a playful moment, it escalates into

a passionate kiss—an escape from their complicated reality. However, the

intensity of their feelings is overshadowed by the harsh truths of their

circumstances, prompting Susan to wrestle with her desire for Con while

striving to preserve her dignity.

Meanwhile, Con is caught in a moral struggle, feeling bound by his

commitments to Lady Anne while simultaneously grappling with his

attraction to Susan. As their emotional entanglement deepens, the discovery

of hidden gold within the castle—that stems from deceitful pasts—adds
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another layer of tension between them, testing the boundaries of friendship

and loyalty.

Compounding their challenges, Susan faces threats from Lieutenant Gifford,

who seeks to exploit her past vulnerabilities. As she fights for the safety of

her brother David and her own dignity in the midst of these challenges, Con

steps into the role of protector, embodying strength against both widowhood

and treachery. 

Overall, the chapter explores themes of love, honor, and personal legacy

within the crumbling and secret-laden walls of the estate. The dynamic

between Susan and Con underscores the complexities of their past

relationships and the uncertain nature of their future, prompting

introspection about loyalty, desire, and the sacrifices one must make for

love.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 19

In Chapter Nineteen, Susan awakens with a newfound resolve to reclaim her

 life from the suffocating environment of Crag Wyvern. Haunted by dreams

of Con's struggle and longing for the simplicity of her past in Irish Cove, she

shakes off her doubts and begins to assert herself in managing the estate. As

she seeks potential housekeepers and painstakingly organizes household

affairs, she encounters Sarmiento, Con's Spanish valet. Their conversation

reveals not only Sarmiento's insights into Con's character and the friends he

has lost to war, but also Susan's deep-seated worries about Con and his

challenging rapport with Lord Vandeimen.

As Susan delves into the estate's hidden treasures, she becomes increasingly

torn about her feelings for Con. She observes Con's dedication as he works

relentlessly to free a statue from the fountain—a metaphor for the internal

conflicts that plague him. Though they share a silent understanding of their

bond, Susan retreats, acutely aware that deepening their relationship could

yield serious repercussions.

In a surprising turn, Con broaches the topic of their shared past and their

kiss, proposing a deal where he would offer gold in exchange for a night

together. Although initially taken aback by this blunt proposition, Susan

recognizes it as an opportunity to explore their undeniable chemistry, even

as it threatens to complicate their already tangled lives.
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Their eventual union is marked by a mix of physical desire and emotional

vulnerability, ignited by passion, laughter, and an undercurrent of yearning.

Yet, the weight of their histories looms heavily over them; Susan wrestles

with the joy of the moment while feeling the absence of Lady Anne—a

figure of responsibility and constraint in her life.

Ultimately, the chapter concludes with a significant shift in their relationship

dynamic. Susan's departure underscores the fragility of their connection,

leaving Con to reflect on the complexities and implications of their

passionate night together, filled with both fervor and the bittersweet taste of

regret. This chapter encapsulates the tension between longing and the stark

realities they face, paving the way for deeper emotional explorations ahead.
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Chapter 20: 20

In Chapter Twenty of "The Dragon's Bride" by Jo Beverley, the narrative

 delves into the emotional and psychological landscapes of Con Somerford,

the newly appointed Earl of Wyvern, and Susan Kerslake, the housekeeper

of his ancestral home, Crag Wyvern. The chapter opens with Con returning

to his childhood estate, burdened by memories of both his past and his

wartime experiences. His return is shocking: he encounters Susan—a figure

from his youth—armed with a pistol, signaling the tension and unresolved

feelings that still linger between them.

The chapter juxtaposes the hardened Con, marked by the scars of war and

bearing a symbolic dragon tattoo, with Susan, who, although softened by

time, embodies determination and resilience. Their shared history is tinged

with a bittersweet teenage romance that has evolved into a complex adult

relationship, further complicated by Susan’s involvement in her family's

illicit smuggling operations aimed at protecting her brother, David.

As they navigate this emotionally charged reunion, the chemistry between

them manifests in a passionate kiss within the shadowy, dungeon-like

confines of Crag Wyvern, leaving both shaken and longing for what might

have been. Susan expresses her desire to reclaim her dignity and the bond

they once had, while grappling with the painful memories of their past.
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Con's internal conflict takes center stage as he wrestles with the contrasting

identities of the innocent boy he once was and the troubled man shaped by

his war experiences. He is drawn to the prospect of rekindling his

relationship with Susan, yet feels the weight of his obligations, including an

impending marriage to Lady Anne, adding to his turmoil.

The chapter concludes with Susan reflecting on the destructive choices of

their past and her urgent need to find hidden gold that could secure a better

future for her and her brother. This urgent search further complicates her

feelings for Con, hinting at the potential for a deepening relationship amid

the tumultuous secrets of Crag Wyvern. The emotional intricacies and the

conflicts between past and present set the stage for an impending

confrontation between their desires and responsibilities, leading to a

dramatic evolution in their relationship.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 21

In Chapter 21 of "The Dragon's Bride," titled "The Dragon's Bride," we

 witness Susan experiencing a profound moment of self-reflection and

personal growth. A comforting tea with Amelia and the other servants at

Crag Wyvern provides her with a brief reprieve from her sorrows, allowing

her to foster connections with people who share her feelings of alienation.

Among them are Ada and Diddy, two women whose tales of hardship and

determination resonate with Susan, creating a sense of solidarity within the

household.

The gathering takes a pivotal turn when Amelia hands Susan a letter,

purportedly from her estranged mother, Lady Belle. This letter stirs a mix of

intrigue and apprehension in Susan, given her complex emotions

surrounding Lady Belle's long absence from her life. The arrival of this

correspondence hints at a potential unraveling of family secrets that could

change everything.

Once isolated, Susan examines Lady Belle’s chaotic, daring handwriting and

discovers shocking revelations: her mother had entered into a secret

marriage with the Earl of Wyvern while still wed to another man. The letter

recounts a scandalous history filled with deception, including references to a

doppelgänger, smuggling, and Lady Belle’s attempts to protect her children

from the fallout of her choices. 
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As Susan processes the implications of this startling information, she

realizes that she and her brother David might have a legitimate claim to the

earldom, a prospect that could dramatically alter their lives. Yet, this

newfound power comes with a moral quandary; revealing this information

could jeopardize Con, the current heir and someone Susan has grown close

to. 

The chapter captures Susan's internal struggle as she weighs her loyalty to

Con against her desire to support her brother David. As she contemplates the

option of destroying the letter to keep the truth hidden, the weight of her

dilemma deepens. This internal conflict centers on essential themes of

identity, loyalty, and the intricate nature of familial relationships, leaving

readers eager to discover what choices Susan will ultimately make.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 22

Chapter 22 Summary: Tea, Secrets, and Revelations

In this chapter, Susan finds comfort in the bustling kitchen of Crag Wyvern,

bonding over tea and shared stories with Amelia and the other servants. All

of them, including Susan, share a sense of not quite fitting into the world

around them. The warmth of their camaraderie provides a temporary escape

from the constraints of their lives. 

The atmosphere shifts when Amelia presents Susan with a letter, which

Susan instinctively believes is from her estranged mother, Lady Belle. With

a mix of anticipation and anxiety, she opens the letter, only to uncover

unsettling family mysteries. Lady Belle reveals that she was married to the

late Earl of Wyvern, a confession that clarifies why Susan’s parents were

never legally wed. As the letter unfolds, it becomes clear that Lady Belle’s

life was marked by unconventional decisions, including a secret marriage

and subsequent affairs. These revelations leave Susan shaken as she

contemplates their implications for herself and her brother, David.

A prominent theme in this chapter is the conflict between familial loyalty

and personal integrity. Faced with the possibility of leveraging her mother’s

revelations to alter her and David's status, Susan grapples with a moral
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dilemma. While ambition tempts her, she ultimately recognizes that

embracing the truth is the only path that will lead to genuine understanding

and fulfillment.

This chapter also highlights Susan's growing relationship with David, where

they engage in an earnest conversation about their newly uncovered heritage.

David expresses pride in their mother’s audacity, yet he is resolute in his

refusal to pursue any deceitful advantage. This dialogue not only brings

them closer together but also highlights the widening gap between Susan’s

past with Con—a character she has complicated feelings for—and her

deepening awareness of her family’s intricate history.

As the chapter concludes, a sense of unresolved tension hangs in the air as

Susan prepares to reveal her family's secrets to Con. This pivotal moment

promises to challenge their relationship and opens the door to new conflicts

and transformations. Through Susan’s journey of self-discovery and the

quest for belonging, themes of identity and truth become increasingly

central, pushing her toward difficult but necessary choices about her future.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 23

Summary of Chapter 23: The Dragon's Bride

In Chapter 23, titled "The Dragon's Bride," Susan finds solace in the

camaraderie of the servants at Crag Wyvern, particularly Amelia, who

becomes a close confidante. This bonding experience underscores Susan's

sense of belonging with those who, like her, feel marginalized from high

society. The warmth of these communal interactions provides a stark

contrast to the loneliness she often feels in her aristocratic surroundings.

Amidst this newfound connection, Susan receives a letter from her estranged

mother, Lady Belle. This correspondence upends her understanding of her

family history. In it, Lady Belle reveals that she was married to the mad earl

of Wyvern, suggesting that both Susan and her brother David are legitimate

heirs to the earl’s title. This shocking revelation forces Susan to confront a

moral dilemma: should she aid David in claiming a title that could

drastically alter their futures?

As Susan and David process the implications of the letter, they each face the

weight of their lineage. Susan is particularly torn, feeling a deep loyalty to

Con, a man she loves but who is also entangled in her family's complex

history. Con’s return from an important visit with Nicholas
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Delaney—another character with potential influence over their

lives—further complicates Susan's emotional landscape. Their relationship is

laden with love yet shadowed by guilt and past secrets.

The chapter reaches a pivotal moment when Con and Susan share an intense

kiss, charged with both passion and a sense of impending troubles stemming

from their family legacies and responsibilities. Their moment of connection

is interrupted by the arrival of Hawkinville, an event that heightens the

tension and uncertainty surrounding their future.

Overall, this chapter intricately weaves themes of identity, belonging, and

the conflicting claims of love and duty, vividly portraying Susan’s internal

battles and the turbulent world she navigates in her quest for understanding

and acceptance.
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Chapter 24: 24

In Chapter Twenty-four, the narrative shifts to Susan’s attempt to find solace

 amid the turmoil at Crag Wyvern. Comfortably settled in the servants’

quarters, she forges a connection with Amelia, whose cheerful presence

helps Susan navigate her chaotic emotions. This chapter symbolizes a

sanctuary for Susan, a place where she feels less alone in her struggles.

The chapter takes a dramatic turn when Amelia surprises Susan with a letter,

purportedly from her estranged mother, Lady Belle. The letter arrives like a

bolt from the blue, unsettling Susan as it unveils shocking revelations about

her lineage. Lady Belle claims to have secretly married the mad Earl of

Wyvern, which could legitimize both Susan and her brother David as heirs to

the earldom. This development throws Susan into moral turmoil: should she

encourage David to claim the title, thereby risking Con’s future as Captain

Drake and igniting family conflicts?

After much internal conflict, Susan decides she cannot withhold this critical

information from David. When she finally shares the letter with him, he

approaches the news with skepticism due to the potential implications of

fraud but begins to embrace the pride in their noble bloodline as the son of

Mel Clyst. Despite this newfound pride, David hesitates to pursue the

earldom, signaling an important moment of introspection and ethical

consideration in the face of family legacy.
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Parallel to the familial drama, Susan grapples with her feelings for Con and

the weight of their intertwined past. Their romance is underscored by

longing, yet obstructed by their current obligations—Con’s engagement to

Lady Anne looms over them, creating a complex emotional landscape. In a

poignant conversation, the two express their unfulfilled desires and

reminisce about what might have been, making their bond more intense yet

fraught with tension.

As the chapter progresses, Con finds himself torn between his commitment

to Lady Anne and the undeniable affection he harbors for Susan. Their

moments of intimacy blossom, yet they are clouded by the realities of duty

and their troubled histories. The chapter culminates in a crescendo of

internal conflict and connection, setting the stage for substantial choices that

could upend their lives.

Themes of duty, identity, and the intricate nature of love weave through the

chapter, which expertly encapsulates the emotional stakes involved in the

characters’ dilemmas. With the implications of Lady Belle's revelations

hanging in the air, the foundations of Susan and Con's relationship teeter on

a precipice of uncertainty, promising further turmoil and transformation in

the chapters to come.
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Chapter 25 Summary: 25

In Chapter 25, the intricate dynamics of family, identity, and societal

 expectations come to the forefront as Susan and Con grapple with their

evolving emotions amidst significant revelations stemming from a letter

from Susan's estranged mother, Lady Belle. 

The chapter opens with Susan finding solace and camaraderie among the

servants at Crag Wyvern, where she discovers a sense of belonging and

support—especially during a lively tea conversation with her cousin,

Amelia. This interaction offers a brief respite from the turmoil in Susan’s

life, but it soon takes a dramatic turn when Amelia informs her about a letter

from Lady Belle. This letter, despite a past filled with neglect, ignites a

spark of curiosity within Susan, tying her to her mother’s history and,

consequently, to her own identity.

As Susan reads the contents of the letter, she uncovers startling information:

Lady Belle was secretly married to the mad Earl of Wyvern, a revelation that

not only impacts her perception of her mother but also has significant

implications for her brother, David. This newly uncovered family history

suggests that David could have a legitimate claim to the earldom, further

complicating Susan's feelings amid her loyalty to Con, who is entangled in

his own obligations towards Lady Anne.
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Struggling with the weight of this newfound responsibility and the promise

of a potential rise to prominence for David, Susan finds herself at a moral

crossroads. The themes of identity, family ties, and the ambiguous nature of

loyalty take center stage as she contemplates whether to reveal this vital

information to her brother. Ultimately, her commitment to honesty prevails,

leading her to decide that she must share the truth with David, despite the

risks involved.

As tensions rise, Susan's emotional journey intertwines with her burgeoning

feelings for Con, which complicate matters further, especially as he prepares

to marry Lady Anne. This unacknowledged bond adds layers to their

relationship, rich with nostalgia and unfulfilled potential. The chapter

crescendos with a cliffhanger involving Captain Drake, suggesting that more

upheaval is on the horizon.

Key characters experience notable development: Susan emerges with

newfound confidence and agency as she confronts her heritage, while Con

finds himself torn between his lingering feelings for Susan and his duties to

Lady Anne. Amelia represents innocence and naivety, serving as a stark

contrast to Susan’s turbulent emotions, and Lady Belle looms as a complex

figure whose past actions shape the current drama in Susan’s life.

Chapter 25 intricately weaves themes of personal growth, societal

constraints, and the heavy burden of family legacy into a narrative rich with
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suspense and emotional complexity.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 26

In Chapter Twenty-Six of "The Dragon's Bride," Susan begins to find solace

 in her routine as she enjoys tea with Amelia and the other servants in the

kitchen of Crag Wyvern. This moment of camaraderie underscores a shared

sense of isolation within their roles, while serving as a comforting reprieve

for Susan as she contemplates her past and her ongoing estrangement from

her mother, Lady Belle.

Susan's inner conflict intensifies when she receives a letter revealing that her

mother had secretly married the late Earl of Wyvern, potentially legitimizing

her brother David’s claim to the earldom. This newfound information

weighs on her conscience, especially as she considers how it might affect

Con, her companion who embodies both a different future and her

longstanding feelings. The situation escalates with disturbing news of David

being injured during a smuggling incident, prompting a surge of concern

from Susan.

In this critical moment, Con emerges as a protector, demonstrating his

strength and leadership by organizing a rescue mission to secure David and

the community’s welfare. The atmosphere shifts to one of urgency and

bravery, as the characters prepare for the dangerous confrontation ahead.

Driven by the need to safeguard her brother and uphold their familial ties,

Susan resolves to disguise herself and join the rescue efforts, highlighting
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her commitment to her family.

The rescue mission unfolds against a backdrop of themes such as

responsibility, loyalty, and the intricate relationships that bind the characters

together. Con’s dedication to both Susan and David is evident as he juggles

the complexities of his past loyalties with the new responsibilities he faces.

The chapter builds to a climactic confrontation, intertwining personal stakes

with broader implications for their lives at Crag Wyvern.

As the chapter concludes, it hints at the potential for transformation. The

choices made amidst their turbulent emotions could reshape their futures and

the way they navigate the challenges of their intertwined histories.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 27

In Chapter 27 of "The Dragon's Bride" by Jo Beverley, the relationship

 between Con Somerford, the newly appointed Earl of Wyvern, and Susan

Kerslake evolves against the dramatic backdrop of Willow Cove and the

imposing Crag Wyvern. As Con grapples with his newfound responsibilities,

he unexpectedly crosses paths with Susan, the temporary housekeeper at his

estate, who also happens to be a figure from his past. Their youthful

romance adds layers of complexity to their current interaction, as both

characters have undergone significant transformations; Con has been

hardened by the trials of war, while Susan has become more resilient and

self-sufficient.

The chapter opens with an intense confrontation that awakens suppressed

emotions. Con's attraction to Susan is palpable, yet he is bewildered by her

motives, particularly as she seems to be entangled in a quest to unearth

hidden gold once owned by the Earl. Susan's dedication to her brother David

and their smuggling enterprise makes her anxious about Con discovering

their illicit dealings.

Their exchanges are charged with a mixture of longing and remorse as they

navigate their complicated emotions. The chemistry between them reignites,

layered with unresolved feelings from their shared past. The chapter deftly

explores themes of love, betrayal, and the tension between past desires and
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present circumstances.

Con is torn between his duties as Earl and his feelings for Susan, feeling a

protective instinct yet conflicted by her possible involvement in smuggling,

a world he wishes to escape. The stakes rise further with the involvement of

Lieutenant Gifford, who shows interest in Susan, provoking jealousy in Con

and highlighting the complexities of loyalty, love, and power in their lives.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates the intricacies of human relationships

conditioned by both fate and choice. Con and Susan find themselves at a

pivotal juncture, their conflicting feelings and uncertain futures intertwining,

prompting an essential re-examination of their identities and destinies at

Crag Wyvern. This critical chapter sets the stage for the evolution of their

relationship as they confront both their past and impending choices.
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