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About the book

In "The King's Speech: How One Man Saved the British Monarchy," readers
areintroduced to Lionel Logue, an unremarkable yet determined Australian
speech therapist whose life intertwines with that of the Duke of Y ork, later
King George V1. Set against the backdrop of the British monarchy in crisis,
following the unprecedented abdication of Edward VII1 in 1936, this
narrative encapsul ates a remarkabl e transformation aided by Logue's

innovative techniques and empathetic mentorship.

Asthe story unfolds, Logue navigates the complexities of George VI's
stammer, which is deeply rooted in his childhood experiences, particularly
stemming from his father's severe treatment. This personal insight into the
King's struggles provides context for the deep emotional scars that affect his
ability to communicate, thereby underscoring the significance of Logue's
role in bolstering the King's confidence. The book is enriched by references
to Lionel Logue's own diaries and archives, revealing a touching bond
between Logue and George VI that transcends their professional

rel ationship—devel oping into afriendship built on trust and mutual respect.

Additionally, the significant influence of the Queen Mother is highlighted as
she supports both her husband and Logue in their journey to restore the
monarchy's stability during tumultuous times. Together, they navigate the

pressures of duty, expectation, and personal challenge, illustrating the
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resilience of the royal family in face of national adversity.

Co-authored by Logue's grandson, this compelling biography not only
chronicles the professional triumphs of Logue’ s groundbreaking speech
therapy methods but also paints an intimate portrait of human connection
amid the often rigid structure of royal obligations. Ultimately, it reveals how
acommoner’s compassion and dedication could alter the trgjectory of a
monarchy, transforming a stuttering Duke into a steadfast King during a

pivotal moment in history.
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About the author

In the chapters summarizing Mark Logue's contributions and the historical
context of "The King's Speech," we explore the intertwined narratives of
personal struggle, innovative healing techniques, and the enduring legacy of

aroyal relationship.

Mark Logue, the grandson of Lionel Logue, a pioneering Australian speech
therapist, delvesinto the life of King George VI, who faced significant
challenges due to a speech impediment that hampered his ability to
communicate effectively. Mark's connection to Lionel provides a unique
perspective, as he not only documents the groundbreaking methods
employed by his grandfather to assist the king but also reveals the nuances
of their personal relationship.

King George V1, who took the throne during a tumultuous period leading up
to World War |1, embodies themes of vulnerability and resilience. His
journey from a hesitant speaker to a powerful orator encapsulates the
broader struggle many individuals face with communication, profoundly

impacting hisrole as aleader during a critical time in history.
Through their collaborative efforts, Mark Logue highlights not only the

innovative techniques that transformed the king's speech but also the
emotional bond forged between the therapist and his royal patient. This
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relationship serves as a microcosm of the impact that personal stories and
dedicated mentorship can have on individual lives, ultimately resonating

with audiences far beyond the confines of monarchy.

In summary, these chapters illustrate how Mark Logue's dedication to
capturing his grandfather's legacy offers vital insights into the themes of
courage and perseverance, emphasizing how transformative language can be,
both personally and historically. The exploration of their shared journey
sheds light on the profound influence of individual storiesin shaping public

consciousness and understanding of significant historical figures.
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Chapter 1 Summary: One: God SavetheKing

Chapter One: God Save theKing

The chapter opens on the morning of May 12, 1937, with King George V|
awakening in Buckingham Palace on the eve of his coronation. His peaceful
rest is shattered by the sounds of loudspeakers and marching bands,
heightening his anxiety about the momentous day ahead. This coronation is
particularly significant asit follows his unexpected ascension to the throne
after the abdication of his brother, Edward V111, a decision that sent

shockwaves through the monarchy and the nation.

Amidst the royal preparations, Lionel Logue, an Australian speech therapist,
is also preparing for the day. He has played a crucia role in helping the King
manage his lifelong struggle with a speech impediment, particularly

stammering, which has made public speaking a daunting task for George V1.

Asthe day unfolds, London fills with eager crowds, and both the King and
L ogue grapple with arising tide of nervous anticipation. The coronation
ceremony at Westminster Abbey carries immense historical and spiritual
significance, accentuating the King's deep religious beliefs and the
monumental task that awaits him: being anointed and delivering a speech to

the nation.
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Despite his worries, the coronation proceeds with traditional rituals,
including the King receiving the crown and taking his oath. Logue watches
attentively from the Abbey, keenly aware of the stakesinvolved. While there
are afew minor hiccups, the King manages to deliver his words with

impressive clarity, evoking a sense of relief in Logue.

Following the ceremony, the King and Queen navigate their way back
through jubilant crowds, even as rain begins to fall, symbolizing the mixed
emotions of the day. Later that evening, the King faces another significant
chalenge: alive radio address that is expected to resonate with listeners
across the nation. Thisis a moment Logue has meticulously prepared him

for, but the tension is palpable.

When the time arrives, King George V1 rises to the occasion, delivering his
message with confidence and poise. After the broadcast, he expresses
heartfelt gratitude to Logue for his unwavering support throughout the day.
The chapter concludes with Logue reflecting on the successful events,
feeling ablend of pride and exhaustion as the King's speech earns accolades
in the press, marking aturning point in both their lives and the future of the

monarchy.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Two: The ‘common colonial’

Chapter Two: The'Common Colonial'

Adedlaidein the 1880s

In the late 19th century, Adelaide emerged as a vibrant city in South
Australia, known for its well-planned boulevards and strong civic pride.
Founded in 1836 and named in honor of Queen Adelaide, the city boasted a
burgeoning infrastructure, featuring piped water, horse-drawn trams, and
gas-lit streets. Cultural institutions flourished, including a university and the
South Australian Art Gallery, contributing to athriving intellectual and

artistic community.
Lionel George Logue'sEarly Life

Born on February 26, 1880, Lionel George L ogue was the eldest of four
children in afamily with deep roots in the brewing industry; his grandfather
established a successful brewery, which was eventually handed down to
Lionel's father, George Logue. Growing up in this environment, Lionel
enjoyed a happy childhood, attending Prince Alfred College. Despite initial
academic struggles, he found solace in poetry and elocution, sparking a

lifelong passion.
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Risein Elocution

L ogue's fascination with oratory led him to excel in elocution competitions,
revealing histalent for vocal expression. At age sixteen, he embarked on a
formal study of elocution under Edward Reeves, apivotal figurein his
development. Logue began to perform public recitals, garnering recognition
for his abilities, but was met with personal adversity when his father passed
away in 1902.

Professional Beginnings

At just 23, Logue established an el ocution practice and founded the Lionel
L ogue Dramatic and Comedy Company. His performances quickly earned
him accolades and a positive reputation within the community. Seeking to
broaden his horizons, he relocated to Kalgoorlie in 1904, looking for new

opportunities.

Lifein Perth and Marriage

Transitioning to Perth after a short time in Kalgoorlie, Logue founded an

el ocution school and spearheaded a public speaking club. In March 1907, he

married Myrtle Gruenert, and the couple soon welcomed two sons, adding

joy to their lives amid professional pursuits.
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World Tour Ambitions

In December 1910, the Logues embarked on an ambitious world tour to
explore new cultures and venues for Logue's work. Their journey took them
to iconic cities such as Chicago and New Y ork, where they connected with

prominent figuresin elocution and oratory.
Struggles and Achievements

Their adventures, however, were not without difficulties. A failed
investment led to financial strain, and the onset of World War | further
complicated their situation. Although Logue volunteered for military
service, his enlistment was denied due to medical issues. Instead, he
channeled his energy into organizing charity performances to support the

war effort.
L ogue's Impact and Successes

Throughout this tumultuous period, L ogue began to focus on helping
servicemen suffering from speech disorders caused by war injuries. His
innovative approaches to treatment, which starkly contrasted with the harsh
techniques employed el sewhere, earned him respect and recognition as a

compassionate and skilled practitioner in speech therapy.
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Conclusion

By the end of Chapter Two, Lionel George Logue was solidifying his
position as a significant figure in the fields of elocution and drama, poised
for the challenges and opportunities that awaited him in the evolving

landscape of early 20th-century Australia.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Three: Passageto England

#H# Chapter Three: Passage to England

Journey to England

On January 19, 1924, Lionel and Myrtle Logue embarked on an unexpected
adventure, sailing from Australia to England aboard the Hobsons Bay with
their three children: Laurie, Vaentine, and Antony. This 41-day journey,
which concluded on February 29 in Southampton, arose from a sudden
change of plans; they had initially intended to vacation with a doctor friend,

who had to cancel |ast minute.
The Need for Change

The Logues faced both excitement and uncertainty about their decision to
return to England after a decade in Australia. The impending Wembley
British Empire Exhibition stirred interest, but finding available passage
proved difficult due to the high demand for cabins. Ultimately, a last-minute
cancellation provided them with the opportunity they needed. With their
parents deceased and no strong ties remaining in Australia, thistrip

represented both a homecoming and a chance for new beginnings.
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Socio-Economic Turmaoil

Upon their arrival, the Logues confronted a Britain still grappling with the
aftermath of World War |. The nation was still reeling from economic strife
and a shifting political landscape, characterized by the rise and fall of

L abour governance amid widespread public dissatisfaction.

L ogue's Challengesin England

Whileinitially planning a holiday, Lionel quickly realized the urgency of
finding work to support his family. With £2,000 in savings, he settled them
in modest accommodations and searched for employment in London.
Despite lacking formal medical qualifications, he reached out to local
schools to provide his services for children with speech defects, gradually

establishing a practice.
Building a Career

As Lionel connected with the Australian community in London, he began
treating a diverse range of patients. His approach to speech therapy was
innovative and revolutionary for the time, focusing not only on the physical
aspects of speech impediments but also on their psychological components,

particularly stammering.
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Historical Context of Stammering Treatment

The chapter delves into the historical treatment of stammering,
acknowledging its recognition since ancient times. Previous treatment
methods varied widely in effectiveness, with some even proving harmful.
Logue' s strategies signified a progressive shift from antiquated techniques,
paving the way for modern understanding of breath control and speech

coordination.
| nnovative Therapy Techniques

L ogue pioneered unique therapies that harmonized the mind and body,
promoting effective communication. His efforts culminated in aradio
broadcast where he shared insights about vocal therapy, underscoring its
importance in alleviating the challenges faced by individuals with speech

difficulties.
Conclusion

Chapter Three encapsulates Lionel Logue's transformative journey as he
transitioned to England, highlighting his growing influence in the field of
speech therapy against a backdrop of personal trials and societal changes.
This pivotal chapter sets the stage for Logue's evolving career and the

innovative methodol ogies that would define his legacy.
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Chapter 4: Four: Growing Pains

Chapter 4 Summary: Growing Pains

In this chapter, we delve into the formative years of George V1, afigure
shaped by royal expectations and personal adversities. Born on December
14, 1895, at Y ork Cottage on the Sandringham estate, George was the second
son of King George V and a great-grandson of Queen Victoria. His birth,
while celebrated, also brought about mixed feelings due to its coincidental
timing with the commemoration of notable royal deaths. Nevertheless,

Queen Victoriaregarded the day as auspicious.

George's upbringing was characterized by the ssmplicity of Y ork Cottage,
starkly contrasting with the grandeur of the main estate. Raised primarily by
nurses and a governess, he experienced emotional distance from his parents,
particularly under his father's rigid Victorian discipline, which diverged
from his own upbringing. Education in his early years was minimal,
involving private tutoring that failed to stimulate significant intellectual

development.
As George matured, the dynamics with his family became increasingly

complex. His elder brother, David, often placed George in a caretaker role,

influencing their relationship, especially during their formative adol escent
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years. Health issues emerged early for George, including a debilitating
stammer from age eight, which was compounded by the rigid expectations

and punishments from his father.

In their adolescent years, both brothers joined the Royal Navy, abeit with
starkly different experiences. George faced bullying and health challenges,
including an undiagnosed ulcer, making his naval training a struggle.
Eventually, his health issues|ed to atransfer to the Royal Air Force during
World War |, where he attempted to continue his education at Trinity
College, Cambridge, even as he grappled with his speech impediment,

affecting his confidence in public settings.

Throughout his youth, George felt overshadowed by David, who captured
public affection and admiration, leaving George to contend with a sense of
inadequacy stemming from his perceived shortcomings. However, a
significant turning point came with his marriage to Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon in
April 1923. This union brought newfound happiness and strengthened
familial ties, especially with the birth of their daughter, Elizabeth.

Despite these personal joys, George's struggles with his speech continued to
loom large, evoking anxiety during public engagements. As he assumed
royal responsibilities, the pressures mounted, with public speaking emerging

asasdignificant hurdle.
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Overadll, the chapter portrays the intricate dynamics of George VI's early life,
casting a shadow of struggle against the backdrop of royal duties. His

personal challenges foreshadow the complexities he would face as a future

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio

Free Trial with Bookey k‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

People fave bpag [=F?
N Crazy

=t
o ALRTA Y a&\\_{_
\“:.:-\-:m L O QAN

)
We
ok

Oe

Why Bookey is must have App
for Book Lovers

30min Content

@ The deeper and clearer interpretation we provide, the better
grasp of each title you have.

E Text and Audio format

Absorb knowledge even in fragmented time.

—v Quiz
Check whether you have mastered what you just learned.

A® And more
oo Multiple Voices & fonts, Mind Map, Quotes, IdeaClips...

\ L
Free Trial with Bookey~



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 5 Summary: Five: Diagnosis

CHAPTER FIVE: Diagnosis

I nitial Assessment

In October 1926, Australian speech therapist Lionel Logue began evaluating
the Duke of Y ork, who would later become King George VI. Logue
identified that the Duke's speech difficulties stemmed from a combination of
anxiety and ineffective breathing techniques. He noted that the Duke
possessed a strong physical presence with good chest development, but his
speech issues were deeply rooted in his upbringing and previous treatment
methods, pointing to the psychological factors that often accompany

communication disorders.
Treatment Plan

To address these challenges, Logue laid out a comprehensive treatment
strategy that emphasized daily breathing exercises, gargling techniques, and
vowel practice. Realizing the importance of arelaxed environment for
effective therapy, he opted for informal sessions that cultivated a sense of
equality between him and the Duke. This approach not only aleviated the

Duke's anxiety but also fostered a deeper therapeutic connection.
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Progress and Sessions

As therapy progressed, the Duke demonstrated significant improvement.

L ogue's meticul ous notes over the following months highlighted the Duke's
growth in controlling his diaphragm and enhancing his speech clarity.
Through dedicated sessions, the Duke built his confidence and refined his

abilities, marking a positive trgjectory in his communication skills.
Preparationsfor International Engagement

Anticipation mounted as the Duke prepared for a pivotal trip to Australia,
where he would address significant public engagements, including a
landmark speech at the opening of the Commonwealth Parliament.
Motivated by the impending demands of public speaking, the Duke
intensified his practice, culminating in a successful farewell dinner speech
that bolstered his confidence.

Australia Tour Challenges
During the Australian tour, the Duke faced initial self-doubt without Logue's
immediate support. However, he excelled in various speaking appearances,

receiving an overwhelmingly positive response from the public. This

experience solidified his self-assurance and showcased the progress he had
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made in mastering his speech, reinforcing his abilities to connect with

audiences.
Return and Continued Efforts

Upon returning to England, the Duke recognized that his journey was
ongoing and resumed regular sessions with Logue. Their relationship
deepened beyond the professional realm, evolving into a close friendship.
Both the Duke and Duchess became actively involved in the continued
process of refining his speech through unwavering support and practice,
underscoring the collaborative effort in overcoming the Duke' s speech

challenges.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Six: Court Dresswith Feathers

CHAPTER SIX: Court Dresswith Feathers

Overview

On June 12, 1928, Buckingham Palace hosted a prestigious event where a
select group of women, including Myrtle Logue, were to be presented to
King George V and Queen Mary. This occasion was a significant
recognition of Myrtle's husband, Lionel Logue, who was noted for his

groundbreaking work as a speech therapist.

Preparation for the Event

Aninvitation detailed the required attire: 'court dress with feathers and
trains.' Myrtle' s choice of an opulent gown underscored her excitement and
anxiety, especially as they faced severa delays en route to the palace,
amplifying her sense of anticipation.

Experience at the Palace

Upon their arrival, Myrtle and the other guests were enveloped by the
grandeur of Buckingham Palace. The lengthy wait intensified the
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atmosphere until the moment of presentation arrived. The women took turns
curtsying before the King and Queen, concluding with aresounding fanfare

that marked the formal proceedings close.

After the Event

Post-presentation, Myrtle and Lionel shared a meal in the palace's supper
rooms, allowing them a moment to savor the elegant occasion. Myrtle
reflected positively on the event, viewing it as a challenging yet rewarding

experience that added to their shared memories.

Life Beyond the Court

After this royal engagement, the couple found solace in a holiday bungalow
on Thames Ditton Island. This retreat brought them joy and relaxation
during the summer months, offering a much-needed escape from their
otherwise busy lives. Myrtle cherished the tranquility and leisure they

experienced there, further strengthening their bond.

The Dukeof York's | mprovement

Asthe narrative shifts, it highlights the significant progress of the Duke of

Y ork in overcoming his stutter, which had long hindered his confidence. The

media began to laud hisincreasing fluency and poise, directly attributing this
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transformation to Lionel Logue’' s unconventional therapeutic techniques.
Media Attention

As news of the Duke's improvements spread, reporters clamored for insights
into his journey, emphasizing Lionel's crucial role in his development.
Articles proliferated in various publications, chronicling the Duke's prior

struggles and celebrating his blossoming public speaking abilities.
Conclusion

This chapter underscores the blend of royal duties and personal challenges,
particularly focusing on the Duke of Y ork’s remarkable journey toward
self-improvement, with Lionel Logue at the heart of this transformation. In
parallel, Myrtle's reflections on their experiences together paint a picture of a
couple navigating life's complexities while embracing the joys of love and

family amidst the backdrop of royal engagement.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Seven: The Calm Beforethe Storm

CHAPTER SEVEN: The Calm Beforethe Storm

Set against the tumultuous backdrop of the 1930s, a decade characterized by
the aftermath of the Wall Street Crash and the looming specter of World War
I, this chapter captures a pivotal yet tranquil period in the lives of the Duke
and his speech therapist, Logue. While global events were on the brink of
upheaval, the early years of this decade were relatively peaceful for the

Duke, who skillfully navigated royal duties alongside afulfilling family life.

Asthe Duke celebrated significant personal milestones, including the birth
of his second daughter, Margaret Rose, and the acquisition of the Royal

L odge at Windsor, the public's focus steadily shifted toward his children,
particularly Princess Elizabeth, affectionately known as Lilibet. The royal
family was acutely aware of their public image, embracing the media

attention as part of their royal responsibilities.

Meanwhile, Logue also experienced persona changes, moving with his
wife, Myrtle, to a spacious home in Sydenham Hill. The new residence, with
its garden, was awelcomed change for Myrtle. Asthe Duke's speech
improved through their sessions, Logue began to confront mixed feelings

about his diminishing necessity to the Duke; yet, their correspondence
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remained strong, with L ogue continuing to provide encouragement as the

Duke gained confidence in his public speaking.

The Great Depression cast along shadow over the lives of both men. The
economic crisis forced the royal family to make symbolic sacrifices, yet it
struck Logue harder as many of his patients struggled to afford therapy.
Despite the difficult circumstances, the Duke's support played a crucial role

In sustaining L ogue's speech therapy practice.

Professionally, L ogue's reputation flourished, highlighted by the creation of
the British Society of Speech Therapistsin 1935. This organization aimed to
elevate the profile of speech therapy in atime when the field was plagued by

concerns of quackery and skepticism about its effectiveness.

As 1936 unfolded, concerns regarding King George V's health intensified,
culminating in the King's passing on January 20, 1936. This event
profoundly affected the Duke, who found himself stepping into the role of

heir presumptive under the new king, Edward V11I.
Chapter Seven illustrates the stable yet dynamic lives of the Duke and Logue

amidst an uncertain world, laying the groundwork for the imminent crises

that would irrevocably change their destinies.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 8: Eight: Edward VI111’s 327 Days

Chapter Eight: Edward VII11's 327 Days

Overview of Edward's Brief Reign

Edward V111 ascended to the British throne in January 1936, greeted by
widespread admiration for his charm and approachability. However, his
reign would prove to be remarkably brief, lasting less than ayear dueto a

significant constitutional crisisthat culminated in his abdication.

Edward's Personal Life

At the outset, Edward was relatively reserved, but notable encounters
sparked atransformation in his personality. He became enamored with the
vibrant nightlife of London, engaging in a series of scandalous affairs, most
notably with Freda Dudley Ward and Thelma Furness. Through Furness, he
met Wallis Simpson, a woman whose magnetic charm captivated him and
would drastically alter the course of hislife.

Declaration of Love

Edward's initial friendship with Simpson rapidly evolved into a passionate
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affair following an intimate M editerranean getaway. This relationship stirred
controversy across Britain, primarily due to Simpson being a twice-divorced
woman, rendering her unacceptable as a potential queen in the eyes of the

monarchy and the Church of England.

Crissand Abdication

As the relationship deepened, Edward expressed a desire to marry Simpson,
igniting political uproar. Despite receiving some initial support from royal
family members, strong opposition arose from the government and public,
leading Edward to face an untenable situation. On December 10, 1936, he
made the historic decision to abdicate, declaring he could not fulfill hisroyal
duties without Simpson by his side. His abdication marked the shortest reign
of any British monarch in modern history and was a direct challenge to the

established norms of duty and loyalty.

Post-Abdication

The abdication led to the ascension of Edward’ s brother, George VI, who
assured the nation of his commitment to constitutional governance. After his
abdication, Edward was titled the Duke of Windsor, yet his relationship with
Simpson remained under intense media scrutiny, reflecting ongoing public

fascination and concern.
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Edward's L egacy

The chapter concludes with an exploration of Edward’s complex legacy,
characterized by his romantic entanglements and the seismic shift in British
royalty that resulted from his choices. His brief reign and tumultuous
abdication underscore the tension between personal desire and public duty,

paving the way for George VI's more stable monarchy amid the social
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Chapter 9 Summary: Nine: In the Shadow of the
Coronation

CHAPTER NINE: In the Shadow of the Coronation

Summary

In April 1937, as the coronation of King George V|, affectionately known as
Bertie, approached, the atmosphere at Windsor Castle was charged with
anticipation and anxiety. Mark Logue, the King’'s speech therapist, was
summoned to assist Bertie, who was deeply concerned about delivering his
coronation speech on May 12, especially with alive broadcast set for that
evening. Despite his past struggles with stammering, there was a pal pable
sense of hope as L ogue recognized the King's progress, even as he grappled

with nerves about public speaking.

As preparations ramped up, Logue and Bertie dedicated themselves to
rehearsing the coronation speech. They made important adjustments to
ensure it resonated well with the audience. Bertie had moments of
self-doubt, especially during public engagements. Notably, at an event
unveiling a monument dedicated to his father, he delivered a commendable
speech, despite facing challenges with certain words. Logue diligently noted

the King's struggles, reflecting on the significant pressure Bertie felt asthe
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momentous day approached.

The King's speaking engagements varied in outcome, leading to both
triumphs and setbacks. L ogue's support was crucial, particularly in
managing the logistics of audio equipment, which amplified the King's
voice during the crucial broadcast. In light of a controversial article that
misrepresented Logue's influence in Bertie's life, a mutual friend intervened

to suppress the negative media attention, alleviating additional stress.

As the coronation drew nearer, Logue received recognition for his service, a
gesture that moved both him and the King. Bertie expressed his gratitude,
feeling more assured in his speech delivery thanks to their intensive practice

sSessions.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates the tension and preparation leading to a
pivotal moment in King George VI's reign. It highlights the deepening bond
between L ogue and the King, who navigated the challenges of royal duty
together amidst the backdrop of public expectation and personal anxiety.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Ten: After the Coronation

Chapter Ten: After the Coronation

Overview of theKing's Triumph

The chapter opens with the successful coronation of King George VI on
October 12, 1937, which garnered widespread acclaim from newspapers that
praised his clarity and diction despite his speech impediment. Listeners both
at home and abroad were pleasantly surprised by his performance, marking a

triumphant start to hisreign.
Continued Challenges and Support

Despite the coronation's success, the King faced ongoing difficulties with
public speaking. His speech therapist, Lionel Logue, reported progress but
emphasized the importance of rest and proper treatment due to concerns
from the King's staff about the heavy workload impacting his speech. This
background highlights the internal struggles faced by the new monarch, still
grappling with expectations and his past challenges.

Preparationsfor Parliamentary Duties

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Asthe State Opening of Parliament approached, the pressure mounted for
George VI to live up to the public speaking standards set by his father.

L ogue played a crucial role in reassuring the King, acknowledging his
improvements through practice—even while donning the cumbersome
crown during rehearsals. This development shows the supportive
relationship between Logue and the King, which is central to George VI's

journey toward confidence.
Successin Public Speaking

The King's anxiety subsided as he delivered his speech to Parliament, which
was met with positive reviews—described as a triumph by the press. Logue
observed a notable increase in the King' s confidence throughout the address,
reflecting the pride felt by his wife, Queen Elizabeth. This moment marks a
significant turning point in the King's public speaking journey, showcasing

hisresilience.
Debate Over the Christmas Broadcast

Despite established tradition dating back to his father's reign, George VI
grappled with the decision of whether to deliver a Christmas address. The
weight of hisfather’slegacy loomed large, yet pressure from the Empire and
his advisors ultimately pushed him toward afinal decision to address the

nation, illustrating the ongoing struggles with his role and expectations.
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Christmas Day Broadcast Experience

On December 25, 1937, the King delivered hisfirst Christmas broadcast,
distinguishing it from his father's traditions by asserting that he would not
overshadow the legacy of the past. Although faced with some technical
difficulties, the address was considered successful. Afterward, the royal
family celebrated together, emphasizing a moment of joy and unity amidst

the challenges of royal duties.
Acknowledgments and Reflections

Post-broadcast, the King expressed heartfelt gratitude to Logue,
acknowledging the therapist's significant support. Logue, in turn, reflected
on the day’ s importance, capturing the emotional weight of the event. The
chapter also touches on Myrtle's experience back in Australia, highlighting
her pride in her husband's royal role and setting the stage for future
developments in both their lives. This ending serves to connect the personal
and public facets of their experiences, underscoring the intertwining of duty,

family, and legacy in the King'slife.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Eleven: The Path to War

CHAPTER ELEVEN: The Path to War

As George VI and Queen Elizabeth celebrated their royal tour in Australia,
Europe was slipping deeper into turmoil and preparing for conflict. Adolf
Hitler's ambitions laid the groundwork for war; first acquiring the Saar area
in 1935 and then Austriain 1938, he set his sights on Czechoslovakia. The
German-speaking population in the Sudetenland, seeking self-determination
or integration with Germany, provided Hitler with a convenient justification

for his aggressive stance.

In September 1938, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain engaged in
diplomacy with Hitler, ultimately agreeing to the annexation of the
Sudetenland in exchange for a proposed plebiscite. However, this
arrangement quickly unraveled, leaving Czech sovereignty hanging in the

bal ance without the firm support of Britain and France.

Amid these escalating tensions, King George V| felt the weight of potential
war heavily pressing on him, haunted by memories of World War |. In search
of clarity regarding public sentiment towards conflict, he turned to Lionel

L ogue, his speech therapist and confidant. Despite his royal title, George's

authority was limited, unable to wield significant influence in government
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matters as the monarchy's power had waned over the years.

The Munich Agreement was finalized on September 30, 1938, allowing
Germany to annex the Sudetenland. Chamberlain returned to England
boasting of a peace agreement, yet this merely postponed the inevitable
outbreak of war. Asthe international situation soured, George VI’sreliance
on Logue deepened, with more frequent consultations as the King navigated

his responsibilities amid growing uncertainty.

Upcoming challenges loomed as the King prepared for significant speeches,
notably for the State Opening of Parliament on November 8, 1938. He was
also scheduled for a groundbreaking visit to Canadain May 1939, ajourney
aimed at bolstering connections with the Commonwealth and the United
States.

L ogue's presence at Buckingham Palace became increasingly vital as he
assisted the King in perfecting his speeches. Among upcoming engagements
was an essential address for Empire Day in Canada, further degpening

L ogue’ s ties with the royal family, where he also enjoyed charming

interactions with Princess Margaret.
During his visits, Logue met Queen Mary, the King’'s mother, who was

familiar with him and appreciated his role in supporting her son. Despite the

brewing storm of political tension, the family dynamics remained cohesive,
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and the King appeared resolute as he looked forward to histravels.

In May 1939, the King and Queen embarked on their significant journey to
Canada, underscoring diplomatic importance and emphasizing the need for
solidarity among the Commonwealth nations. The trip included a pivotal

meeting with U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, further reinforcing the

united front against Nazi threats.

The royal couple received afervent welcome across Canada, areflection of
the strong ties between Britain and its Commonwealth. King George VI's
confidence flourished during this period, evident in his speeches throughout
the tour. Upon returning to England, public admiration for his oratory
enhanced his sense of self-worth, with Logue's dedicated coaching playing a

crucia rolein his development.

The chapter concludes by highlighting the King's growing confidence and
effectivenessin public speaking, marking atransformative phasein hisreign
as he embraced his role with renewed determination and assurance, prepared
to face the challenges that lay ahead.
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Chapter 12: Twelve: ‘Kill the Austrian House Painter’

CHAPTER TWELVE: ‘Kill the Austrian House Painter’

World War |l Begins

On September 3, 1939, the British government declared war on Germany
following itsinvasion of Poland, marking the start of World War 11. Prime
Minister Neville Chamberlain announced the declaration, reshuffling his
cabinet to include Winston Churchill as First Lord of the Admiralty, akey
position in naval leadership.

Heightened Tension and Mobilization

As August drew to a close, Britain faced escalating anxiety about the threat
of conflict. Logue, who played an integral rolein the King's
communications, recalls a poignant meeting with the monarch, where both
expressed their deep concerns over the brewing crisis. The German invasion
of Poland on September 1 prompted Britain to take immediate action,
including extensive preparations to evacuate children from urban areas to

safeguard them from potential bombings.

Preparationsfor Air Raids
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In anticipation of aerial assaults, the British government undertook
significant measures to bolster civilian safety. Thisincluded distributing gas
masks and establishing air raid sheltersin urban spaces. The Logue family,

like many others, fortified their home, bracing for the impact of war.
The Declaration of War

On the day of the official declaration, there was an immediate and palpable
mix of relief and apprehension among the public. Logue humorously refers
to the growing desire to retaliate against Hitler, whom he playfully termed

“the Austrian house painter," underscoring the shifting sentiments of the

day.
TheKing' s First Wartime Speech

That evening at 6 PM, the King addressed the nation, delivering a heartfelt
message about the inevitability and necessity of war. Logue assisted in

fine-tuning the speech for clarity, noting the King' s evident sadness during
rehearsals. The broadcast aimed to galvanize the British people, fostering a

sense of unity and resolve against the aggression they faced.

Responses and Reactions
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In the wake of the broadcast, reactions varied from congratulations to the
sobering realization that more speeches would follow as the war unfolded.

The Queen observed a noticeable shift in Bertie (the King’ s nickname) from
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Chapter 13 Summary: Thirteen: Dunkirk and the Dark
Days

Chapter Thirteen: Dunkirk and the Dark Days

The Dunkirk evacuation stands as a pivotal moment in World War I,
marking a profound low for the Allies. On Empire Day, 24 May 1940, King
George V1 delivered an emotionally charged address that reflected the
nation's gravitas as the threat of Nazi invasion loomed heavily over Britain,

following aggressive assaults in Denmark, Norway, and Belgium.

As military defeats piled up, Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain grappled
with mounting political pressure, especially during the contentious Norway
debate. These challenges eventually led to his resignation, paving the way
for Winston Churchill to assume |eadership and establish a coalition
government amidst the German onslaught across Europe. Churchill’s

government called for national unity to confront the escalating Nazi menace.

A poignant call for assistance came when Queen Wilhelmina of the
Netherlands reached out to King George V|1, seeking help as her nation fell
into enemy hands. This moment underscored the urgency felt throughout

Europe, highlighting the need for cooperation in the face of disaster.
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Logue' s careful preparations for the King's Empire Day addressillustrated
the uncertainty of the times. Remarkably, despite the grim situation, the
King maintained an air of optimism during rehearsal’s, suggesting a strong
rapport with Logue, his speech therapist, who had helped him manage his
stutter.

When the King finally delivered his speech, it resonated powerfully with the
public. His words acknowledged the severe challenges ahead but also
infused hope, calling for resilience and unity in the face of adversity. The
overwhelmingly positive response provided a much-needed morale boost at

atime when despair threatened to take hold.

While the evacuation of British and Allied troops from Dunkirk was a
logistical success, it was largely perceived as a significant defeat in the
broader context, particularly as European nations continued to succumb to
Nazi control. This created a pressing urgency for Britain to bolster its

defenses and preparedness for the trials that lay ahead.

The chapter concludes by reflecting on the spirit and heroism displayed
during the Dunkirk evacuation, while simultaneously acknowledging the
deep losses and hardships still to come. The King's inaugural address,
supported by Logue, serves as a powerful emblem of resilience during one
of history's darkest periods, setting the stage for the trials that Britain must

continue to face.
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Next Chapter Preview

The forthcoming chapter, "The Tide Turns," will delve into the evolving
landscape of the war and explore Britain's tenacity amid ongoing conflicts,

foreshadowing a shift in the tide of the struggle.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Fourteen: The Tide Turns

## CHAPTER FOURTEEN: The Tide Turns

A Pivotal Moment in World War I

On June 6, 1944, known as D-Day, the Allies launched a decisive campaign
to reclaim mainland Europe, marking aturning point in the war. Following
significant victoriesin North Africaand Sicily by the summer of 1943, the
Allies had gained momentum. The fall of Mussolini’sregime and Italy’s

surrender further boosted Allied morale, alongside notable naval successes.
L eader ship and Military Strategy

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill conveyed a sense of optimism
about the war's trgjectory while addressing King George V|1, speculating on a
potential German defeat by the year's end. However, he recognized the
persistent challenges faced in the Far East. The King, who had previously
visited troops in North Africa, expressed a strong desire to connect with
soldiers on the front lines. Meanwhile, Logue, the King's speech therapist,
kept abreast of the war through the experiences of his sons, who were

serving in different military capacities.
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L ogue's Personal Challenges

Despite the war's progress, Logue confronted personal obstacles, including a
hospital stay due to a stomach ulcer and the financial strain of maintaining
his large home. However, he continued to be acknowledged for his
contributions to the royal family, receiving various honors throughout this

turbulent period.
Preparing for a Historic Broadcast

As D-Day approached, Logue received a summons to Windsor Castle to
assist the King with a critical broadcast aimed at rallying the nation. The
tensions of the moment were palpable as Logue prepared the King for his
speech, scheduled for the evening following the Normandy landings. This
broadcast represented a crucial opportunity for the King to demonstrate his
growing confidence and skill in public speaking.

The Success of D-Day

The Allied invasion commenced early on June 6, and the landing in
Normandy was successfully executed. The King's subsequent address
resonated deeply with the nation, calling for unity and resilience. The
success of this operation not only marked a significant military achievement

but also paved the way for further Allied advances, including the liberation
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of Paris and ongoing battlesin Italy.
Reflecting on the King's Growth

Despite the success, there remained noticeable limitations in the King’s
speech abilities, as highlighted by a letter from a contemporary.
Nevertheless, Logue and the King continued their diligent work on
subsequent speeches, showcasing their collaborative effort to enhance the
King's public speaking prowess while simultaneously bolstering national

morale during the war.

Concluding Thoughts

This chapter underscores the intersection of significant military
advancements and personal developments during acritical period of World

War 11, illustrating the resilience of both King George VI and his trusted

advisors amid the challenges of conflict and uncertainty.
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Chapter 15 Summary: Fifteen: Victory

CHAPTER FIFTEEN: Victory

The announcement of Germany’ s surrender on May 8, 1945, marked a
historic turning point, igniting celebrations across London as jubilant crowds
flocked to Buckingham Palace. Tens of thousands reveled in the streets,
organized festive parties, and united in the shared relief of a prolonged and

grueling conflict finally coming to an end.

Amidst the jubilance, Prime Minister Winston Churchill delivered a
powerful address to the nation. He celebrated the hard-won victory while
reminding the public that the fight was not yet over, with Japan still posing a
significant threat. Churchill's leadership throughout the war had been
instrumental, and his speech resonated with the sentiments of both triumph

and caution.

Theroyal family, led by King George VI, also acknowledged the
momentous occasion. They appeared on the palace balcony, joined by Queen
Elizabeth and their daughters, soaking in the public's overwhelming joy and
gratitude. This display of solidarity with the nation was a pivotal moment for

the monarchy, reinforcing their role in the nation's collective spirit.
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As preparations unfolded for the King's broadcast to the nation later that day,
his speech therapist, Lionel Logue, was called upon to assist him. Logue had
played a crucial role in helping the King overcome his speech difficulties, a
challenge that persisted even during this moment of victory. Their work
together was punctuated by light-hearted moments, injecting some levity

into the weighty atmosphere.

During the King's address, he expressed heartfelt gratitude to God for the
victory and extended his thoughts to the ongoing conflict with Japan,
imploring the nation to honor those whose sacrifices had paved the way for
peace. Despite struggling with fatigue that led to some stumblesin his

delivery, the King's sincerity touched the hearts of the cheering crowds.

However, as elation filled the air, the royal family also faced personal
realities. Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret managed to slip away from their
royal dutiesto join the celebrations, seeking ataste of the liberation that
permeated the streets. Y et, for Logue, the jubilation was soon overshadowed
by deep personal sorrow as he confronted the grief of losing his wife shortly
after the victory celebrations.

L ogue continued to navigate his personal challenges while managing his
health, reflecting the broader societal shifts occurring in post-war Britain,
including significant reforms introduced by the newly elected Labour

government. The atmosphere of recovery and hope intertwined with the
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lingering aftermath of war.

In stark contrast to national triumph, King George VI struggled with
declining health, a weariness that weighed heavily on him after the years of
conflict. Logue and those close to the King grew increasingly concerned

about hiswell-being.

Amidst these personal and national struggles, aflicker of hope emerged with
the announcement of Princess Elizabeth's upcoming marriage to Philip
Mountbatten, hinting at a promising future for the monarchy and the nation
aike.

As the chapter draws to a close, it encapsulates the bittersweet realities of
victory. It highlights the intertwining of collective triumph and individual
losses, illustrating the complex emotional landscape faced by those

navigating the aftermath of war and the dawn of anew era.
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Chapter 16: Sixteen: TheLast Words

Chapter Sixteen: The Last Words

This chapter captures the poignant final moments of King George VI and the
enduring impact of his relationships, particularly with those who supported
him through his health struggles.

King George VI's Christmas M essage

On December 25, 1951, King George VI delivered a heartfelt Christmas
broadcast that resonated with the public. His voice, shaky and altered due to
arecent lung operation, reflected hisfrail health. In his message, he
expressed profound gratitude for the loyalty and kindness he received during
his illness, emphasizing the importance of friendship in times of hardship.
This moment was heavy and emotional, as the King's vulnerability became

evident to listeners nationwide.
Health Decline and Broadcast Events
The King's health had been declining since the late 1940s, leading to

medical advice against public engagements. This marked a significant

changein royal tradition as the Christmas message was pre-recorded for the
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first time. Despite visible signs of his worsening condition, including a
critical operation to remove amalignant lung growth in 1951, George V|

was determined to personally convey his message to the public.
Deter mination for Public Engagement

In atestament to his commitment, the King insisted on recording his
message himself over two days, utilizing short segments to manage his
fatigue. His determination to speak directly to his subjects underscored his
deep sense of duty, despite being aware of his declining health. The hurried
production of this message reflected both his resolve and the tumultuous

circumstances surrounding him.
The Final Days of George VI

Following a seemingly hopeful Christmas and a brief recuperation, tragedy
struck on February 5, 1952, when the King enjoyed a shooting trip.
However, he was tragically found dead in his bed the next morning due to
coronary thrombosis. This news reached his family, including Princess
Elizabeth, while they were on aroyal tour in Kenya, marking the abrupt end

of an era.

Lionel Logue: The King's Therapist
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Lionel Logue, the King's speech therapist since 1926, expressed his sorrow
at not having the chance to respond to the King's last letter. After George
VI's passing, Logue received heartfelt acknowledgments from both Queen
Mother and Queen Elizabeth 11 for his pivotal rolein the King'slife,

underscoring their appreciation for his influence during tumultuous times.
L ogue's L egacy and Passing

Despite his significant contributions, Logue's death on April 12, 1953, went
largely unnoticed, save for abrief obituary. He did not achieve substantial
financial success, though his unique therapeutic methods—highlighting
proper breathing techniques and personalized treatment—were instrumental
in supporting the King's improvement. The nature of their relationship
remains mysterious, suggesting a depth of rapport that transcended typical

boundaries.
Reflections on Therapy and Rapport

L ogue's success can largely be attributed to the extraordinary bond he
formed with King George VI. Their relationship was not solely professional;
it evolved into a profound friendship that provided emotional support
alongside practical speech improvement. This connection remained
significant throughout the King' s reign, illustrating the power of compassion

in therapy during the most challenging times.
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This chapter poignantly reflects on themes of duty, health, and the persona
connections that can profoundly influence on€e’ sjourney through adversity,

culminating in amoment that marks the end of an erafor the British
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