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About the book

In the sweltering summer heat, the serenity of Portsea's back beach is

shattered by the discovery of the lifeless body of local surfer Ray Carlson. A

silver-handled kitchen knife, ominously lodged in his chest, sets the stage

for a gripping mystery. Detective Sergeant Zoe Mayer, who has recently

returned from extended leave and is grappling with her own personal

challenges, finds herself assigned to the case. Accompanied by her new

service dog, Harry, whose keen instincts are pivotal in investigations, Zoe

begins to piece together the circumstances surrounding Ray's death.

While a prime suspect is swiftly apprehended, Zoe senses that the situation

appears too convenient and simplistic. Confident in her hunch that deeper

shadows lurk beneath the surface, she grows determined to unravel the

truth—a task made difficult by skepticism from her colleagues, who

question her intuition. As pressure mounts and a menacing figure starts to

target her, Zoe must race against time to connect the dots in an increasingly

convoluted case.

Set against the vibrant backdrop of Melbourne's coastal suburbs, "The Long

Game" weaves a tale of resilience and determination. It showcases Zoe's

unwavering resolve as she battles both personal demons and external threats

in her quest for justice. This intricately plotted mystery emphasizes not only

her capabilities as an investigator but also her strength in the face of danger,
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making the story both thrilling and poignant.
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About the author

In the chapters summarized, the narrative unfolds around the complex

interplay of culture, morality, and truth, as embodied by Simon Rowell’s

characters, particularly in his crime mysteries. The story introduces a

protagonist, a detective coping with the psychological aftermath of

trauma—Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)—who partners with a

trained service dog. This relationship highlights themes of companionship

and healing amidst the chaos of crime-solving.

As the detective navigates through a series of intricate cases, the story delves

into the socio-cultural dynamics of Adelaide, drawing attention to the moral

dilemmas faced by the inhabitants. Each case challenges the protagonist’s

understanding of justice and truth, often reflecting the nuanced human

experiences he encounters. Conversations with various suspects and allies

reveal the layered realities in which crime exists, artfully capturing the

tensions between personal and communal ethics.

Fresh characters emerge throughout the chapters, each bringing their unique

perspectives and motivations to the overarching narrative. These include

local informants, a conflicted police chief, and various community members

who each embody aspects of the morally ambiguous world. Their

interactions not only propel the plot forward but also deepen the reader's

understanding of the broader themes.
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Rowell’s talent for world-building is evident as he paints a vivid backdrop of

the Fleurieu Peninsula, intertwining the beauty of the landscape with the

darker elements of the stories being told. This juxtaposition serves to

enhance the emotional weight of the narrative while inviting reflection on

the nature of humanity within the crime genre.

Overall, these chapters skillfully weave together suspenseful plot

developments with rich character explorations, showcasing Simon Rowell’s

ability to illuminate the complexities of human relationships and the quest

for truth amidst turmoil. As the reader progresses, they are drawn into a

captivating journey that reflects Rowell’s insightful commentary on culture

and morality through the lens of crime fiction.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1.20 PM, SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 1 of "The Long Game"

In the compelling opening chapter of "The Long Game," we are introduced

to Zoe, a dedicated detective returning to the field after a challenging

four-month leave, presumably due to the emotional toll of her profession.

She arrives at a troubling murder scene in Portsea, where the body of a man

in his forties lies brutally stabbed with a kitchen knife. The setting is charged

with an unsettling tension, characterized by the man's lifeless form, a

shattered mirror, and the discomforting heat that contrasts with her dark suit.

As Zoe carefully examines the crime scene, she is accompanied by familiar

figures, including Oliver Nunan, a pathologist who has supported her since

her early days as a detective. Their comfortable rapport provides a moment

of levity amid the grim situation. Oliver reveals critical information about

the victim and narrows down the time of death to earlier in the morning,

suggesting that the murderer enjoyed a significant head start in evading

capture.

Zoe's detective acumen shines as she meticulously observes details,

particularly noting the strong smell of bleach in the room, which hints that

the killer may have attempted to erase evidence of the crime. As she
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collaborates with her forensic team, Zoe demonstrates her sharp instincts and

team-oriented approach, both vital traits for solving the case.

This chapter effectively establishes a tense atmosphere while delving into

themes of resilience and justice, emphasizing the psychological burdens that

accompany crime-solving. With each new detail that Zoe uncovers, the

mystery deepens, inviting readers to join her on an engaging quest to unveil

the truth behind the murder, setting the stage for a thrilling investigation

ahead.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 1.30 PM, SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY

In Chapter 2 of "The Long Game," titled "The Long Game," we rejoin

 Detective Sergeant Zoe Mayer as she navigates the complexities of

returning to her job after a break. She is immediately thrust into a tense

murder investigation when Ray Carlson, a seemingly ordinary man, is

discovered dead in his modern home. The murder scene is chilling and

meticulously arranged, suggesting that the killer had an intimate knowledge

of Ray's life, hinting that this was not a random act of violence.

Teaming up with her former partner Charlie Shaw, who is visibly shaken by

the gruesome scene, Zoe delves deeper into Ray's personal circumstances.

As they explore the motives behind the crime, it becomes evident that Ray’s

recent separation from his wife plays a significant role in the investigation.

The initial lack of forced entry raises more questions, and both Zoe and

Charlie start to uncover the complexities of Ray's relationships.

A pivotal moment occurs when Ray’s close friend, Dwayne Harley, arrives

on the scene. He had come to check on Ray for a planned surfing date and is

overwhelmed by grief. Dwayne’s insistence that Ray had no enemies further

complicates the investigation, but also ignites Zoe’s suspicions, particularly

regarding the dynamics of Ray's former marriage. This emotional tug-of-war

emphasizes the theme of friendship and the hidden struggles that can exist

beneath the surface of everyday life.
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The chapter is laden with vivid descriptions of the chaotic crime scene and

the subsequent police and media response, creating a palpable tension.

Through her keen instincts, Zoe showcases her dedication to justice,

balancing her professional obligations with a deep empathy for those

affected by the tragedy. Themes of love, loss, and the shadows hiding within

seemingly mundane lives are woven throughout the narrative, hinting at the

darker secrets that await discovery as the investigation progresses.

This meticulous exploration of human relationships and misunderstandings

serves as a backdrop, setting the stage for a gripping homicide investigation

that promises to unravel more than just the truth behind Ray's murder. As

Zoe reads the complex interplay of emotions and motives, the reader is

drawn into a labyrinthine story rich with intrigue and suspense.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3.30 PM, SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY

Chapter 3 Summary: Revelations at the Carlson Home

On a sunny Sunday afternoon, detectives Zoe Mayer and Charlie Shaw make

their way to the Carlson residence, an impressive house that exudes an air of

intimidation, reflecting the complexities that await inside. As they approach,

Zoe is aware of an unsettling atmosphere, amplifying her discomfort as they

prepare to deliver life-altering news.

Upon entering, they are met by Donna Carlson, a vibrant woman in her late

thirties, who greets them with unexpected warmth, unaware of the gravity of

their visit. The inviting scent of freshly baked cake juxtaposes starkly with

the tragic news Zoe is about to share: Ray Carlson, Donna's ex-husband, has

been discovered murdered earlier that morning.

Initially, Donna's response is one of disbelief; she struggles to comprehend

the reality of the situation. The detectives learn that Donna initiated their

separation eight months prior, as her desire for a conventional life clashed

with Ray’s carefree disposition. This brief glimpse into their past hints at the

emotional complexities surrounding their relationship.

As the detectives delve deeper, Zoe inquires about Ray's relationships and
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any possible adversaries. Donna vehemently maintains that Ray had no

enemies, providing an alibi supported by a receipt from a shopping trip

around the time of the murder. However, as questions intensify, Donna’s

attitude shifts from defensiveness to disarray, particularly at the suggestion

of investigating her phone records to confirm her whereabouts.

The chapter adeptly highlights the emotional turmoil faced by both the

detectives and Donna. Themes of loss, internal conflict, and the relentless

pursuit of truth permeate the narrative as Zoe and Charlie navigate the

nuances of their investigation. Donna's varied reactions add complexity to

her character, leaving readers pondering her innocence and her deeper

connection to the tragedy surrounding Ray's demise.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 4: 8 PM, SUNDAY 2 FEBRUARY

In Chapter 4 of "The Long Game" by Simon Rowell, we are introduced to

 Zoe, a dedicated homicide detective, as she and her colleague Charlie travel

to an autopsy, leaving their dog Harry resting in the back seat. While they

drive along St Kilda Road, Zoe finds herself reflecting on her life choices

during a phone call with her mother. Her mother expresses a desire for Zoe

to embrace a more conventional lifestyle, with a stable job and family, but

Zoe is steadfast in her commitment to the police force, despite her mother's

worries about the implications of such a demanding career.

The dialogue between Zoe and Charlie further deepens our understanding of

their characters. It highlights their struggle to balance personal and

professional lives amidst the emotional rigors of their jobs. Zoe recalls a

particularly traumatic case from her past, the Lamente case, which

significantly influenced her perspective on motherhood. Simultaneously,

Charlie reveals his recent separation from his partner, adding complexity to

his character and underscoring the theme of relational challenges faced by

those in high-stress occupations.

Upon arriving at the Institute of Forensic Medicine, Zoe enters the viewing

room for the autopsy of Ray Carlson. There, she meets Dr. Anna Sorgstrom,

who is referred to as Oliver’s “retirement plan.” This introduction hints at

the mentorship dynamics within their field, indicating a transfer of
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knowledge from experienced members to newcomers. As the autopsy

begins, Zoe feels a mix of discomfort and resolve, as she grapples with the

morbid setting while becoming increasingly engaged in the investigation.

During the autopsy, pathologist Oliver provides valuable insights that

highlight the meticulous nature of the crime. Zoe's sharp analytical skills

come to the forefront as she deduces that the killer employed bandages

instead of gloves to evade suspicion. This observation underscores the

calculated nature of the murder, indicating that it was executed with careful

planning rather than impulsive rage.

Throughout this chapter, themes of trauma, the weight of professional

responsibility, and the complexities of human relationships are woven into

the narrative. Readers are drawn into Zoe's intricate world, where she

navigates her struggles with past experiences while confronting the

immediate demands of her investigative role. The blend of emotional depth

and practical detail creates a compelling portrayal of life in law enforcement,

engaging readers with the challenges and intricacies of their work.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 7.55 AM, MONDAY 3 FEBRUARY

In Chapter 5 of "The Long Game," the Spencer Street police complex buzzes

 with energy as Zoe Mayer returns to work after an extended absence.

Accompanied by her loyal service dog, Harry, Zoe faces a range of reactions

from her colleagues—some warm and welcoming, others tinged with

skepticism. This dynamic encapsulates the camaraderie and tensions

characteristic of a police environment, highlighting the complex

relationships that form in high-pressure situations.

As Zoe reintegrates into the team, she is brought up to speed on ongoing

investigations, notably a murder case involving Ray Carlson, an average

man whose death unveils a tangled web of personal connections. Through

discussions with her fellow detectives, Zoe learns about Carlson's ex-wife

and friends, revealing their entangled and sometimes questionable

relationships. The investigation is complicated further by the unknown

murder weapon and signs of a deliberate clean-up, suggesting a premeditated

attack rather than a spontaneous act of violence.

The chapter fleshes out key characters within the squad: Iain Gillies stands

out with his gruff humor, while Hannah Nguyen offers a blend of support

and toughness. Their discussions touch on various suspects and the

socio-economic backgrounds of those involved in Carlson's life, hinting at

deeper, underlying motives that could have influenced the murder.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Zoe's interactions extend to Richard Wilcox, a human resources officer,

whose condescending attitude prompts her to assert her capabilities. This

encounter not only emphasizes Zoe's resilience but also her determination to

prove that her time away hasn’t diminished her strength or competence.

Tension escalates with the cautious approach of Zoe's former partner, Rob

Loretti, who is eager to support her while balancing his concern for her

well-being. Their dynamic reflects the intricate nature of professional

relationships in law enforcement, where respect and care often coexist.

The chapter wraps up on a lighter note, featuring an enjoyable exchange

among colleagues that injects humor into the otherwise dark theme of crime

investigation. This combination of serious subject matter with relatable,

heartfelt interactions keeps the narrative engaging, illustrating the ongoing

challenges of personal recovery and the importance of support within the

demanding field of law enforcement.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 9.45 AM, MONDAY 3 FEBRUARY

In Chapter 6 of "The Long Game," detectives Zoe Mayer and Charlie Shaw

 delve into the murder investigation of Ray Carlson by visiting his

sister-in-law, Brenda Johannes, in the troubled town of Rosebud. The

atmosphere is heavy as they approach Brenda's run-down home, overgrown

with weeds and littered with a dilapidated car, symbolizing the chaos in both

her living conditions and her life.

Upon their arrival, the detectives are greeted by the strong smell of cannabis,

which underscores the tension in the air. Brenda’s visible distress upon the

detectives' arrival indicates that her life has been far from stable. As she

steps outside to speak with them, it becomes evident that the disorder within

her home reflects a tumultuous family history more than mere living

conditions.

Zoe queries Brenda about Ray’s murder, learning she was informed of the

tragedy through a text from her sister, Donna Carlson. Brenda's cold and

detached reaction raises Zoe’s suspicions about her emotional connection to

Ray. As the conversation progresses, Brenda reveals her complicated

relationship with him, marked by his addiction issues and a volatile dynamic

with Donna characterized by frequent arguments and domestic disturbances.

This context suggests that the environment surrounding Ray was fraught

with conflict, and their recent impending divorce only heightens the stakes.
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The discussion takes a more intriguing turn when Dwayne Harley, Ray's best

man, comes up. Brenda's involuntary flinch at his mention piques the

detectives' curiosity. She recounts an unsettling encounter with Dwayne,

when he made inappropriate advances towards her and reacted poorly to her

rejection. This adds a layer of potential motive to the investigation, hinting

at unresolved tensions that could be linked to Ray’s death.

Throughout the chapter, the themes of family dysfunction, the impact of

drug use, and the complexities of interpersonal relationships are woven

together, providing depth to the characters and their connections. The

narrative also paints a vivid picture of Brenda's hardened demeanor, shaped

by her painful past, as it concludes with her sardonic humor. The chapter

skillfully builds suspense and raises critical questions about the intertwined

fates of those in Ray's life, setting the stage for further exploration of the

motives behind the murder.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 12.30 PM, MONDAY 3
FEBRUARY

In Chapter 7 of "The Long Game," detectives Zoe and Charlie delve deeper

 into the murder of Ray Carlson by visiting his wife, Donna Carlson, who

presents a complex mix of vulnerability and defensiveness. The chapter

opens in an atmosphere charged with tension as the detectives approach

Donna’s home, where they observe a blue Camry driven by Joshua Priest, a

local man with ties to Ray. This vehicle's flight from police sets a precarious

tone, prompting the detectives to make a calculated choice to abandon the

chase for the time being.

Once inside, the detectives question Donna, who appears to be the

archetypal victim of a troubled marriage. Yet as they probe, they uncover

layers of nuance—Donna insists that Joshua was merely a friend of Ray’s,

but Zoe hints at the awkwardness of Joshua's presence, especially

considering his proximity to the crime scene. The investigation takes a

dramatic turn when news of Joshua's arrest reaches them; he crashed his car

while evading police and is now hospitalized with serious injuries,

enhancing the suspicion surrounding him.

Adding complexity to the narrative is Yvette, a young woman living with

Donna, whose sudden appearance raises eyebrows for the detectives. She

claims not to know Ray, but her presence prompts questions about Donna's

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


domestic life, hinting at deeper, undisclosed dynamics. As conversations

unfold, Zoe finds that Donna stands to gain financially from an insurance

policy linked to her husband's death. This revelation, coupled with hints of

past domestic turmoil—including whispers of infidelity and conflict—paints

a picture of a fraught marriage that Donna disavows, fiercely maintaining

her innocence of any wrongdoing.

The chapter intensifies as Zoe tries to see beneath Donna's culinary

hobby—baking for others—which could be interpreted as a means of

masking the intricacies of her emotions and circumstances. Yet, Donna

remains steadfastly defensive, leaving Zoe and Charlie to ponder the

implications of their findings.

As the chapter closes, the detectives reflect on the tangled web of

relationships and motives surrounding Ray's murder, staunchly considering

whether Donna could be orchestrating a cover-up involving Joshua. Themes

of deception, manipulation, and the struggle for survival resonate strongly,

propelling the reader forward in suspense as the truth behind Ray's tragic

end remains tantalizingly out of reach.
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Chapter 8: 6.30 PM, MONDAY 3 FEBRUARY

Chapter 8 Summary

In this poignant chapter, we find Zoe in the waiting room of her therapist's

office, feeling a mix of discomfort and restlessness. Accompanied by her

loyal dog, Harry, she reflects on the emotional turmoil stemming from her

past as a police officer, grappling with haunting memories yet cherishing the

unwavering bond she shares with her canine companion.

During her therapy session with Alicia, a police psychologist who

specializes in trauma counseling, Zoe candidly discusses her anxiety linked

to revisiting crime scenes and the frustrations of her current, slower-paced

job. Although she yearns to immerse herself fully in her work again, she

acknowledges the protective measures taken by her superiors, which are

meant to safeguard her well-being. Alicia’s compassionate guidance

provides Zoe with a sense of reassurance, yet there lingers a tension as Zoe

worries about how her colleagues perceive her struggles.

Upon returning to her cozy Federation house in Yarraville, Zoe is greeted by

Tom, her boyfriend. His steady presence offers comfort and a semblance of

normalcy as they share the details of their day—Zoe's latest murder

investigation and Tom's endeavors as a lawyer. Their easy conversation
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highlights the emotional refuge their relationship provides, allowing Zoe to

unwind from the intensity of her experiences.

Tom's warmth, alongside the supportive presence of Harry, underscores

Zoe's ongoing journey toward healing. She passionately defends Harry's role

in her recovery, emphasizing how vital he is for her emotional stability. The

chapter culminates in a scene filled with camaraderie as they enjoy beers and

discuss dinner plans, ultimately concluding on a hopeful note that celebrates

the stability and strength fostered by love and companionship.

Key themes woven throughout this chapter include the essence of recovery,

the significance of supportive relationships, and the conflict between

professional responsibilities and personal healing. The bond between Zoe

and Harry epitomizes loyalty and resilience, while her connection with Tom

illustrates the emotional support crucial for navigating the complexities of

life.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 3.45 PM, TUESDAY, 4
FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 9 - "The Long Game"

In this chapter, detectives Zoe and Charlie delve deeper into the

investigation surrounding Ray Carlson’s death. Their journey takes them to

the sweltering streets of Rye, an unusually deserted setting intensified by an

oppressive heat wave. As they navigate the quiet town, Charlie relays critical

information from their informant, Angus: a suspicious blue Camry was

captured on surveillance footage near Ray's residence around the time of his

demise. Energized by this lead, the detectives set their sights on Greg

Enders, a man connected to Ray who might shed light on the mystery.

Upon arrival, they find Greg at his beach shack, which has been modernized

but still reflects a weathered aura. He presents as disheveled and brusque, yet

it quickly becomes apparent that he holds significant insights about Ray's

life. Through their dialogue, the detectives learn that while Ray was

generally regarded as amiable, he wasn’t particularly close to Greg. Greg's

comments reveal a fractured web of relationships surrounding Ray,

especially highlighting his tumultuous history with his ex-wife, Donna,

whom Greg derogatorily critiqued.
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As the conversation unfolds, Greg introduces the detectives to a key figure

in Ray's social circle: Joshua Priest, whom he characterizes as volatile and

unpredictable. This revelation prompts Zoe and Charlie to expand their

investigation into Ray's inner circle. They note that while Ray seemed to

avoid overt enmities, facets of his life raise questions about his gambling

habits and the secrecy surrounding some of his personal affairs. Both Donna

and Joshua emerge as potential suspects, suggesting motives rooted in

complicated interpersonal dynamics.

After concluding their exchange, Zoe and Charlie take a moment to ponder

the implications of their findings. The murky elements of Ray’s existence

indicate that there are layers of secrecy worth uncovering. Just as the chapter

reaches a reflective pause, Zoe receives an urgent phone call regarding a new

development at Ray's house, setting the stage for escalating tension in their

case.

Key Themes:

- Investigation and Deduction: The chapter illustrates the detectives'

 careful assembly of evidence and testimony, highlighting the analytical

nature of their work.

- Relationships and Secrets: The complexity of character relationships,

 particularly Ray's, serves as a crucial backdrop to unraveling the motives

linked to his death.
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- Heat as a Metaphor: The oppressive heat serves as a metaphorical

 layer, amplifying the investigation’s pressure and mirroring the emotional

intensity experienced by the characters.

Overall, this chapter skillfully maintains suspense, inviting readers to

immerse themselves in the unfolding mystery while exploring the rich and

intricate character relationships that propel the narrative forward.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 4 PM, TUESDAY 4 FEBRUARY

Chapter 10 Summary: A Deadly Discovery

In this gripping chapter of *The Long Game*, police officer Zoe leads an

urgent investigation at Ray Carlson's home, accompanied by her partner

Charlie and her loyal dog Harry. The atmosphere is thick with tension as

they navigate a suspicious situation that hints at deeper criminal

entanglements.

Upon their arrival, they encounter John Grant, a troubled nineteen-year-old

known for his run-ins with the law, who is found digging in the backyard.

Zoe's assertiveness establishes her as an authoritative figure, and her

questioning implicates John in the murder of Ray Carlson. John's evasive

demeanor raises red flags; despite his casual excuses, his criminal

record—ranging from petty theft to more serious offenses—suggests he is

not innocent. The discovery of bags of cash buried in the yard complicates

his story, indicating that he is concealing crucial information.

Following this shocking find, Zoe and Charlie take John back to the police

station for a more thorough interrogation. This scene intensifies when John's

lawyer, Allan Fredericks, arrives, eyeing the significant amount of cash that

has surfaced. John's willingness to cooperate becomes apparent, but only as
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long as his interests are safeguarded. Amidst this tension, he mentions a

mysterious girl named Yvette, who allegedly coaxed him into uncovering

the money by promising a hefty reward and a getaway.

Parallel to John’s narrative, the chapter introduces Donna, Ray’s ex-wife,

who emerges as a character with her own ulterior motives linked to the cash.

During her interrogation, Donna's defensiveness becomes clear, revealing

her knowledge of Ray’s dubious dealings and potential criminal

connections. The dialogue between her and Zoe is fraught with tension as

Donna insists on her entitlement to the buried treasure, underscoring themes

of greed, manipulation, and self-preservation.

Throughout the chapter, character developments are significant. Zoe displays

unyielding perseverance as she unravels the case, while John grapples with

his tumultuous past and present choices. Donna's desperation paints a picture

of a woman willing to twist the truth to save herself. The unfolding mystery

emphasizes the intricate relationships of trust and betrayal, immersing

readers in the complex motivations that drive human behavior in the face of

crime. This chapter expertly blends intrigue and tension, setting the stage for

the evolving drama in Zoe's investigation.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 9.30 PM, TUESDAY 4
FEBRUARY

In Chapter 11 of "The Long Game," Zoe and Charlie head to Frankston

 Hospital to interview Joshua Priest, who has just recovered from a car

accident. The pair encounters a young constable named Kevin, who is

clearly impressed by Zoe’s presence, adding a light touch amid the gravity

of the investigation.

Once in Joshua's hospital room, they find him bandaged and dazed. Zoe

quickly informs him that they are probing into the murder of Ray Carlson,

linking Joshua to the crime due to his presence near Ray’s ex-wife’s house

before his attempted escape from the police. Despite substantial evidence,

including eyewitness accounts, Joshua vehemently asserts his innocence,

claiming he was at a café in Albert Park during the murder, effectively trying

to establish an alibi.

Zoe, however, is not convinced. Joshua describes a trendy vegetarian dish,

but his demeanor suggests he is out of place in such a hip locale. She knows

that security cameras could verify his alibi—if indeed he was at the café at

the time of Ray's death. However, his agitation and lack of genuine concern

over Ray’s tragic demise raise more red flags for the investigators,

particularly when he downplays their prior friendship.
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As the interrogation deepens, questions about Joshua's connections to Ray

and his ex-wife, Donna, surface. Despite evidence hinting at Ray’s dubious

financial dealings, including hidden money in his backyard, Joshua claims

ignorance. His lack of emotional reaction and evasive behavior further leads

Zoe and Charlie to doubt the authenticity of his friendship with the deceased.

The chapter intensifies as Zoe hints at the potential involvement of other

characters, such as Donna and a mysterious woman named Yvette,

suggesting a web of relationships that complicates the investigation. Zoe

resolves to verify Joshua’s alibi, setting the stage for future confrontations

and reveals.

In this chapter, themes of deception, loyalty, and the intricate nature of

human relationships unfold against the backdrop of a murder investigation,

illustrating how tangled emotions can obscure the path to truth. This moment

in the story emphasizes that the complexities of personal connections often

deepen the intrigue of criminal motives.
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Chapter 12: 6.30 AM, WEDNESDAY 5 FEBRUARY

In Chapter 12 of "The Long Game," Detective Sergeant Zoe Mayer begins

 her day with her loyal dog, Harry, by her side. After a refreshing jog at the

park, she checks her emails, only to be met with disappointing news

regarding the murder investigation of Ray Carlson. The recently discovered

fingerprints at the crime scene predominantly match those of the victim,

yielding no significant leads to identify the killer. At the precinct, she learns

that their primary suspect, Joshua Priest, possesses a robust alibi, yet he

remains a person of interest.

Later, Zoe receives an unexpected call from Sarah Westbrook, a former

journalist turned podcast producer, who requests a confidential meeting to

discuss a sensitive issue. Intrigued, Zoe arranges to meet Sarah that evening.

Meanwhile, Zoe's partner, Charlie, shares grim updates about the

investigation. Their team has seen losses, with key members Hannah and

Angus no longer on the case. In a surprising turn, they discover that Ray

Carlson may not have been involved in any illicit activities at work, but a tip

surfaces regarding a possible affair between Ray and the wife of a local

businessman, Dwayne Harley. This revelation encourages Zoe and Charlie

to visit Katie Harley to investigate further.

At Katie's upscale home, the detectives probe her relationship with Ray.
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Initially, Katie vehemently denies the affair, but Zoe's persistence reveals

email correspondence indicating a secret romance. As the truth unfolds, an

emotional Katie succumbs to the weight of her hidden life, admitting to a

months-long relationship with Ray. She also confides that her marriage to

Dwayne has been fraught with troubles, yet she struggles to identify anyone

who might harbor ill will toward Ray.

As the investigation deepens, Zoe and Charlie focus on the financial

discrepancies in Ray's life, particularly how he maintained a luxurious

lifestyle that seemed incongruent with his reported income. The chapter

crescendos with tension as they prepare to take Katie in for a formal

statement, emphasizing themes of betrayal and the complex, often hidden

dynamics of relationships. Through this chapter, Zoe's character continues to

evolve as she navigates the intricate layers of deceit and emotional turmoil

that accompany the case.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 3 PM, WEDNESDAY 5
FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 13:

On a tense Wednesday afternoon, Dwayne Harley steps into the Rosebud

Police Station, his heart heavy with worry for his friend Ray. However, his

anxiety quickly turns to devastation when Detective Sergeant Zoe Mayer and

Detective Senior Constable Charlie Shaw reveal that Dwayne’s wife, Katie,

has been having an affair with Ray—a revelation that shatters Dwayne's

world. As he struggles to process this betrayal, his anguish erupts into a raw

scream directed at the wall, illustrating the depth of his despair.

Zoe, ever composed, attempts to redirect Dwayne's emotions towards

cooperation with their investigation, even as he insists he knew nothing of

the affair. The scene shifts momentarily as Zoe and her loyal service dog,

Harry, leave the station, carrying the weight of Dwayne's heartbreak and the

ongoing case.

Later, Zoe meets with an old friend, Sarah, who hosts a podcast and is

seeking her insight on a troubling case involving their former high school

classmate, Trevor Hill, charged with murder. Sarah reveals her doubts about

the legitimacy of the trial, feeling compelled to advocate for Trevor's
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innocence after encountering him and uncovering troubling details about his

situation.

As they talk, they draw parallels between Trevor's case and that of another

inmate, Aaron Smyth, both of whom share unsettling similarities that

distress Sarah. Zoe, aware of the delicate nature of criminal justice and the

myriad claims of innocence she has encountered, listens intently but remains

cautious about jumping to conclusions. She emphasizes the importance of

careful investigation, especially as Trevor seems to be trapped with an

apathetic lawyer fighting for him.

The chapter culminates in an atmosphere thick with uncertainty and moral

ambiguity, as Zoe balances her professional responsibilities with her

empathetic connection to Sarah’s plight for her friend. Dwayne’s shocking

heartbreak and Sarah’s resolve to uncover the truth intertwine, creating a

poignant tension that leaves readers eager to see how these intertwined

stories will unfold in subsequent chapters.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 10 AM, THURSDAY 6
FEBRUARY

In Chapter 14 of "The Long Game" by Simon Rowell, the narrative unfolds

 against the somber backdrop of Ray Carlson's funeral, where the air is

heavy with grief but charged with underlying tensions. Dwayne Harley, who

served as a pallbearer, grapples with his tumultuous feelings, caught

between sorrow and rivalry, as he has his eye on Ray's wife. Observing from

the sidelines, detectives Zoe and Charlie engage in lighthearted banter to

ease the awkwardness of the occasion, yet their attention is drawn to

Dwayne’s suspicious behavior.

Zoe's instincts kick in when she receives a tip about Dwayne disposing of a

garbage bag in a nearby car park. The possibility that this might be linked to

Ray's murder piques her investigative interest, suggesting that Dwayne

might be hiding something. The urgency mounts as she and Charlie decide

to investigate the tip right after the funeral.

At the car park, they encounter Jenny, a forensics expert who examines the

bag and uncovers a blood-stained hoodie, thereby reinforcing their

suspicions about Dwayne's involvement. The tension escalates when Zoe

and Charlie confront Dwayne at his home, where his defensive demeanor

and intoxication raise further red flags. Zoe’s probing questions lead to

defensive responses and emotional outbursts from Dwayne, revealing
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inconsistencies in his alibi.

Through the dynamic exchanges between Zoe, Charlie, and Dwayne, the

chapter delves into themes of guilt, betrayal, and the complexities of truth. It

becomes clear that solving Ray's murder involves not just uncovering

criminal motives but also navigating the deeply personal conflicts that

resonate among the characters. As the chapter concludes, Zoe and Charlie

prepare to collect Dwayne's DNA, intensifying the stakes and hinting at the

twists that lie ahead in their investigation.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 6.30 PM, THURSDAY 6
FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 15 from "The Long Game"

On a sweltering Thursday evening, Detective Zoe finds herself buried under

a heavy caseload as a recent heatwave fuels a spike in violent crime.

Accompanied by her loyal dog, Harry, who contentedly chews on a toy, Zoe

focuses on two disturbing homicide cases that share unsettling similarities.

The first involves Trevor Hill, who murdered his friend Eric Drum after Eric

threatened to reveal Trevor's concealed sexuality—an act of betrayal that

resonates with Zoe on a personal level. The second case is that of Aaron

Smyth, convicted of killing Ben Jennings over a drug debt, further

illustrating themes of betrayal and hidden truths.

While sifting through evidence, Zoe becomes curious about a strange

connection between the victims and attendees at their respective funerals.

Despite her superior, Charlie, favoring a pragmatic approach to the

investigation, Zoe's intuition pushes her to investigate these links further.

A pivotal moment occurs when DNA evidence from a bloody hoodie found

at the scene of Ray Carlson's murder points to Dwayne Harley. This

discovery should signify a straightforward resolution; however, Zoe's gut
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tells her that something is off. Dwayne, when interrogated, expresses

disbelief and desperation, asserting his innocence and claiming he’s been

framed. His emotional upheaval raises doubts about the simplicity of the

evidence, and Zoe feels the weight of the ethical dilemma: should she trust

her instincts or rely on concrete proof?

During a tense interrogation, Zoe learns troubling details about Ray’s

financial dealings, hinting at potential criminal activity that complicates

Dwayne’s alleged motive. Despite Dwayne's vehement denials, the evidence

edges Zoe closer to a decision: they have enough to charge him with murder,

marking a significant turning point in the investigation.

Key Events and Developments:

- Zoe examines the chilling details of two homicide cases, uncovering

similarities that challenge her investigation.

- New evidence implicates Dwayne Harley in Ray Carlson's murder, raising

questions about the clarity of the case.

- Tensions peak during Dwayne's interrogation, where his frantic denials and

emotional responses deepen the intrigue surrounding the case.

- Zoe navigates her internal conflict between her instincts and the urgency of

closing the case, emphasizing the complexity of her role as a detective.
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Themes:

- Truth vs. Deception: The chapter delves into the murky waters of

 truth, as characters wrestle with personal betrayals amidst chaotic events,

showcasing the nuanced nature of human behavior under pressure.

- Justice and Morality: Zoe confronts the moral complexities of her

 work, recognizing that straightforward evidence may mask deeper truths.

- Betrayal and Relationships: Central to both murder investigations and

 personal interactions, the theme of betrayal underscores the unexpected

revelations about those close to the victims.

Through Zoe's perspective, readers are immersed in a world rich with

tension, where the interplay of justice, morality, and the quest for truth

challenges her dedication and resilience as a detective navigating a

landscape fraught with moral ambiguity.
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Chapter 16: 9.15 AM, FRIDAY 7 FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 16: The Long Game

In this chapter, Zoe Mayer finds herself increasingly troubled by her current

case, specifically the Carlson case, despite her partner Charlie's confident

reassurances that it is straightforward. As she listens to conversations around

her, her discomfort grows, particularly regarding the evidence they have

amassed and its potential ties to previous murders. This foreshadows her

intuition telling her that there may be more to the case than initially meets

the eye.

Charlie's dismissal of her concerns, attributing them to her recent time away,

sparks a heated exchange between them. Zoe stands her ground,

emphasizing that a solid evidentiary foundation is crucial to avoid courtroom

failures, revealing her fierce ambition for justice. This conflict not only

highlights Zoe's tenacity but also illustrates the strain in her partnership with

Charlie, who seems unwilling to entertain her instincts.

Determined to seek validation for her hunches, Zoe approaches her superior,

Rob, presenting her theory about potential connections between recent

homicides and participants at various funerals. She supports her claims with

photographs and video evidence, yet is met with skepticism from both Rob
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and Charlie, who dismiss her analysis as mere coincidence. This moment

underscores Zoe's frustration, as she feels her insights are being overlooked

despite their potential significance.

The narrative takes a turn when Drug Squad officers Doug and Frankie

deliver shocking news that Dwayne Harley is being charged with meth

production, hinting at a possible motive behind Ray Carlson's murder. This

revelation ignites Zoe’s investigative drive, and she becomes even more

eager to explore the suspicious individuals tied to the funerals. However,

both Rob and Charlie push back against her pursuit, insisting she is chasing

shadows. This opposition serves to heighten her sense of isolation in an

already tumultuous professional landscape.

Ultimately, Chapter 16 delves into themes of doubt, perseverance, and the

tension between intuition and evidence within the realm of crime

investigation. Zoe's steadfast commitment to uncovering the truth, despite

facing resistance, propels the story forward and sheds light on the intricate

challenges faced by those within the justice system. This chapter serves as a

pivotal moment for Zoe, reinforcing her resolve to navigate the murky

waters of her case, no matter the odds.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 1.30 PM, FRIDAY 7 FEBRUARY

Chapter 17 Summary: The Tension of Trust

In this chapter, Zoe finds herself unexpectedly waiting for a meeting with

her psychologist, Alicia, which heightens her anxiety. Despite believing she

was cleared to return to work after a previous setback, she is caught off

guard by this sudden intervention. Her loyal companion, Harry, offers silent

support from a distance, embodying the kind of steadfast friendship that

helps Zoe navigate her often turbulent emotional landscape.

As Zoe enters the meeting with Alicia, the atmosphere quickly turns

charged. She candidly expresses her frustration regarding a recent

disagreement with her coworkers over a high-profile murder case,

highlighting the intense pressure and stakes involved in their work. Alicia,

maintaining a calm demeanor, gently probes into Zoe’s confidence regarding

her theory that the same suspect is connected to the crime. This line of

questioning ignites Zoe's anger when she realizes that Rob, her partner, has

divulged private information about the case to Alicia—an act that she

perceives as a breach of trust.

Overwhelmed by a mix of panic and frustration, Zoe struggles to keep her

emotions in check. Determined to uphold her professional integrity, she
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firmly declines to discuss the details of the case any further, emphasizing her

commitment to ethical standards in her work. The chapter concludes with

Zoe feeling both burdened and resolute, showcasing her dedication to her

role despite the mounting anxiety she faces.

Themes of tension and trust play a pivotal role throughout this chapter,

reflecting Zoe's internal conflict and the complexities of communication

under pressure. Harry's silent support serves as a reminder of the importance

of reliable companionship as she confronts the challenges of her profession.

As Zoe battles her emotions, the chapter illustrates not only her personal

struggles but also the broader implications of trust and confidentiality in

high-stakes environments.
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Chapter 18 Summary: 3 PM, FRIDAY 7 FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 18: The Long Game

In this chapter, Zoe is deeply engaged in her work at the police department

on a tense Friday afternoon, where she senses her colleague Charlie's

lingering anxiety from a recent unsettling interaction regarding their

supervisor. Attempting to bolster his spirits, Zoe encourages him to move

past their earlier troubles and concentrate on the task at hand: completing

paperwork for an ongoing murder case tied to victim Dwayne Harley.

As Zoe sorts through case files connected to the murder of Ben Jennings, she

examines two Crime Stoppers calls that have emerged as potential leads. The

first caller, a timid young man, recounts a heated argument he witnessed

between Jennings and a man named Aaron Smyth, who had debts owed to

Jennings. The second caller, an older gentleman, reports suspicious activity

from a neighbor who disposed of trash in an unfamiliar bin, which draws a

critical link to a bloody shirt discovered by law enforcement.

Despite their best efforts, the detectives, including Zoe, struggle to tie the

callers to the ongoing investigation. Determined to find connections, Zoe

delves into the voices from the calls, analyzing any patterns but ultimately

finds no substantial similarities. Her attention shifts to the murder of another
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victim, Eric Drum, where she uncovers two additional enigmatic calls: one

from an elderly man alluding to a scandal involving Drum and another from

a middle-aged witness who noticed odd behavior in the woods, leading to

the finding of bloody clothing linked to Drum’s death.

After work, Zoe takes her service dog, Harry, for a walk in Flagstaff

Gardens. There, she reaches out to her friend Rebecca Willis, an audio

expert in forensic analysis, to ask for assistance in verifying whether the

Crime Stoppers calls originated from different individuals. Their exchange

underscores the importance of friendship and collaboration in their pursuit of

justice. This chapter intricately weaves themes of teamwork, trust, and the

relentless pursuit of truth amidst the weight of past errors, setting the stage

for Zoe’s investigative journey ahead.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 6.30 AM, SATURDAY 8
FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 19: "The Long Game"

On a bright Saturday morning, Zoe begins her day with her dog, Harry,

nudging her awake. While sharing tender moments with her boyfriend, Tom,

her thoughts are consumed by an unresolved mystery surrounding Greg

Enders, a man tied to a troubling investigation. Despite having endured a

demanding week at work, Zoe's determination drives her to head down the

peninsula to confront her suspicions about Greg instead of taking a

well-deserved day off.

As Zoe drives to Rye, she feels a newfound sense of purpose and control

compared to her previous visit. Upon arrival, however, she discovers that

Greg's house is unoccupied. A neighbor informs her that he has moved out,

and a trip to the local real estate office uncovers unsettling details: Greg paid

for his property in cash and left no forwarding address. The plot thickens as

Zoe realizes that Greg is connected to dubious characters, raising red flags

about his true nature.

Her investigation deepens when she meets Katie Harley, a local woman

familiar with Greg through social circles. Katie paints Greg as a generous
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and friendly individual, yet she is unable to provide any substantial

background on him. This reinforces Zoe's sense that there is more to Greg’s

story, as those around him have positive perceptions but little knowledge of

his past or reasons for his abrupt departure.

After a day spent piecing together the fragments of Greg's past, Zoe takes a

contemplative break at Sorrento Beach with Harry. This tranquil moment is

interrupted by Tom's call, where he reveals newfound complications: his

ex-girlfriend, Sally, has discovered their relationship, injecting tension into

their romance. Despite the challenges, Zoe and Tom affirm their bond and

plan to see each other later.

In this chapter, the intertwining themes of mystery and personal

relationships are highlighted. Zoe's fierce determination to uncover the truth

about Greg is mirrored by her efforts to navigate her evolving love life with

Tom. Her proactive approach showcases her character growth and resilience,

making the reader root for her as she balances the dual pressures of her

professional and personal challenges.
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Chapter 20: 6 AM, SUNDAY 9 FEBRUARY

### Summary of Chapter 20: The Long Game

Chapter 20 presents a poignant blend of personal intimacy and professional

strain for Zoe, whose budding relationship with Tom deepens during a tender

morning together. In a heartfelt moment, Zoe declares her love for Tom,

marking a significant step in their relationship. However, this revelation

becomes juxtaposed with the mounting pressures of her investigative work,

particularly as her feelings of frustration and betrayal towards her

colleagues, Greg Enders and Charlie, loom large.

As Zoe prepares for a demanding day, the stakes of her current investigation

weigh heavily on her. Despite Tom’s desire for a leisurely Sunday, Zoe is

resolute in her commitment to uncovering the truth behind the case,

showcasing her dedication as she drives through the desolate landscape of

Hastings. This atmosphere mirrors her internal turmoil, especially as she

approaches the scene of Eric Drum's murder and actively seeks out Edward

Nicholas, a shadowy figure connected to the case.

Through her interviews with local residents like Andrea Milburn and Jim

Crowley, Zoe seeks to piece together the elusive narrative surrounding

Edward, whose sudden disappearance raises suspicions among the tight-knit
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community still burdened by its haunting past. Their recollections reflect a

fondness for Eddie, hinting at complexities that add to the puzzle of his

disappearance.

As the chapter unfolds, Zoe’s investigation takes a toll on her health,

illustrated by her unsettling fainting spell in her car. This moment

accentuates her vulnerabilities, with the comforting presence of her service

dog, Harry, reminding readers of the emotional and physical weight she

carries in her unyielding pursuit of the truth.

In a related subplot, Zoe's interview with Charlotte Jennings, a widow

struggling with the aftermath of her husband’s murder, deepens the thematic

exploration of grief that permeates the narrative. Charlotte's emotional

turmoil further emphasizes the personal ramifications of tragedy, contrasting

sharply with the sensationalized narratives often propagated by modern

media, as hinted at by references to a podcast parallel to Charlotte's story.

Overall, Chapter 20 intricately navigates the intersections of Zoe's personal

life and professional challenges. It showcases her resilience amid the

complexities of relationships and the lingering shadows of past traumas that

continue to impact the community, revealing the profound effects that loss

and the pursuit of closure have on individuals.
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Chapter 21 Summary: 6.25 AM, MONDAY 10
FEBRUARY

### Summary of Chapter 21: The Long Game

In Chapter 21 of "The Long Game," Zoe awakens at her dining room table,

surrounded by murder case files, feeling disoriented and overwhelmed. She

is alarmed to discover that her boyfriend, Tom, has seen her notes suggesting

a potential connection between three murders, raising the possibility of a

serial killer at work. Their conversation highlights Zoe's unwavering

commitment to seeking the truth, even as Tom cautions her about the

confidentiality of her investigations.

At the Homicide office, tensions rise when Zoe faces hostility from her

colleagues, particularly from Iain Gillies. Their frustration is compounded

by an outsider, Jim Crowley, questioning the police's handling of the murder

cases, creating a tense atmosphere. Despite this pushback, Zoe remains

resolute, arguing for a re-examination of evidence linked to cases already

charged, which poses a risk to the integrity of ongoing investigations. Her

determination to confront complacency among her team underlines her

dedication to justice.

The chapter further escalates when Zoe clashes with her co-worker, Sally
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Johnstone, who accuses her of disrupting the team and suggests she isn’t

ready to return to work after a recent personal trauma. Undeterred, Zoe

articulates the vital importance of uncovering the truth, even when it disrupts

the status quo. Ultimately, Rob Loretti, a superior, sides with Zoe, granting

her the authority to pursue her inquiries into the murder connections.

This chapter is infused with themes of justice versus complacency, the

complexities of teamwork in a high-stakes environment, and the relentless

quest for truth. It emphasizes that the pursuit of justice often requires

challenging entrenched beliefs and practices. The relationship dynamics

among the characters reveal the pressures within the police force, illustrating

the thin line between protecting colleagues and ensuring that justice prevails.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 8.25 AM, MONDAY 10
FEBRUARY

Chapter 22 Summary

On a tense Monday morning, Zoe arrives at the office to find her boss, Rob,

relaxed but quickly shifting to seriousness as he cautions her to be careful

with her ongoing investigation into a recent murder connected to Greg

Enders. Despite Rob's warnings, Zoe's determination to uncover the truth

drives her forward, especially after uncovering troubling details about

Enders—most notably, his abrupt departure right after the murder.

Zoe shares her findings with Rob and her colleague Charlie, both of whom

grow increasingly uneasy about the implications of her theory. Charlie

voices his concerns about the risks involved, fearing that if they pursue the

wrong lead, it could jeopardize their careers. Zoe’s investigation reveals

alarming patterns; Enders had paid his rent in cash, left his rental in pristine

condition, and provided false references—behaviors reminiscent of other

suspects linked to illicit drug activities, suggesting they may be dealing with

a highly strategic criminal.

In response to the developing situation, Rob assigns Anjali, a talented

investigator from the Fraud Squad, to collaborate with Zoe. This new
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partnership aims to refine their strategy amid looming deadlines, as an

upcoming trial could dramatically influence their case's direction. The trio

feels the weight of urgency, striving to establish connections between

seemingly unrelated fatalities.

Tension escalates when Zoe receives a disconcerting voicemail from Sarah

Westbrook, an old connection, leaving her on edge. A quiet discussion

between Zoe and Charlie highlights their contrasting investigative styles;

Zoe’s relentless pursuit clashes with Charlie’s more cautious approach.

Nevertheless, both are united in their commitment to uncovering the truth.

As the chapter draws to a close, Zoe stumbles upon a new lead—a driver’s

license photo of Alex Verdi that piques her interest. This discovery raises

questions about its potential ties to Greg Enders, further intensifying the

stakes of her investigation. Zoe's relentless drive to solve the case becomes

evident, setting the stage for the challenges that lie ahead.

Themes: This chapter delves into the themes of dedication and risk in

 the quest for justice, the complexities of trust within investigative teams,

and the moral uncertainties inherent in police work. It underscores the

significance of collaboration and the intense pressures faced by detectives

navigating a convoluted and dangerous case.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 7.45 AM, TUESDAY 11
FEBRUARY

In Chapter 23 of "The Long Game," Detective Zoe and her dedicated team

 are immersed in the investigation of a series of murders linked to the

chilling Portsea killing of Ray Carlson. The conference room buzzes with

intensity as they confront the chaotic details displayed on two whiteboards,

which are filled with information from the perplexing cases originating from

Frankston and Hastings.

Zoe’s analytical mind begins to piece together a troubling pattern among the

victims: all are males in their late thirties, murdered in February at yearly

intervals. A moment of revelation strikes her when she discovers that all the

victims, along with their current suspects, share the same birth year—1982.

This unexpected connection ignites Zoe's curiosity, leading her to suspect a

link traced back to their school days. Eager to explore this avenue, she rallies

her colleagues, Charlie and Anjali, urging them to dig deeper into Education

Department records for potential connections among the victims.

The atmosphere in the room shifts from tension to anticipation, showcasing

Zoe’s role as a decisive leader. Her excitement reflects her determination to

unravel the mystery that surrounds these murders. Through her interactions

with Charlie and Anjali, the collaborative spirit of their team emerges,

highlighting the importance of teamwork when facing chaos. Additionally,
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her relationship with Harry adds a personal depth to her character, reminding

readers of her humanity even in dire situations.

Key themes in this chapter revolve around the relentless quest for truth, the

power of collaboration in investigations, and how human

connections—shaped by past experiences—can influence current events.

Zoe’s instinctual drive underscores the narrative's central pursuit of justice,

setting the stage for a significant turning point as the team prepares to

uncover crucial leads in the case. This chapter leaves readers eagerly

anticipating the next steps in their complex investigation.
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Chapter 24: 4.45 PM, TUESDAY 11 FEBRUARY

Chapter 24 Summary: The Discovery

In the dimly lit and musty archives of the state Education Department, Zoe

and Anjali diligently sift through records from the 1990s concerning schools

on the Mornington Peninsula. Joined by their occasionally drowsy

companion Harry, they endure the musty atmosphere as they seek vital

connections related to ongoing investigations involving Ben Jennings and

Eric Drum, two individuals wrapped in controversy and mystery.

Their tireless search leads them to Frankston High School, where they

uncover that Ben and Aaron were classmates for several years. Intriguingly,

by year eleven, only Aaron remains listed, raising questions about what

might have happened during that time. However, their efforts to obtain

records from Hastings Secondary College are thwarted by a corrupted floppy

disk, pushing them to dive deeper into the archive labyrinth.

Anjali's keen analytical skills prove invaluable as they encounter a

significant breakthrough: the name Ivan Raddich appears in both Frankston

and Hastings records, hinting at a potential link between the boys from these

separate institutions. This connection sparks a wave of excitement,

prompting Zoe to grab a box of records from Rosebud Secondary College to
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seek further mentions of Raddich.

When she finds another reference to him, Zoe can hardly contain her

excitement and immediately contacts Charlie to relay their discovery. Her

call and the possibility of unraveling a larger narrative surrounding the

mentioned individuals heighten the stakes of their investigation.

This chapter highlights themes of persistence, collaboration, and the

excitement inherent in uncovering hidden truths. Zoe and Anjali's relentless

pursuit of justice not only underscores their commitment to the investigation

but also sets the stage for unearthing deeper connections that could reshape

their understanding of the situation surrounding Ben Jennings and Eric

Drum. As they draw nearer to the truth, the air is thick with tension and

anticipation, hinting at the significant implications of their findings.
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Chapter 25 Summary: 8.45 PM, TUESDAY 11
FEBRUARY

In Chapter 25, titled "The Long Game," the tension mounts as Zoe, Rob,

 Charlie, and Anjali navigate the perplexing case of Ivan Raddich. The

chapter opens in their office, where a cleaner is at work, highlighting the

backdrop of urgency and diligence surrounding the investigation. Raddich

remains an enigma—his expired license and absence of a criminal record

provide little insight into his murky past, particularly his connection to the

Grover Private Hotel, a boarding house with a notorious reputation.

Anjali uncovers troubling information: Raddich has seemingly vanished,

complicating their efforts. Frustrated by the limitations of their resources,

Zoe is initially resistant but ultimately agrees to enlist the help of Hannah

and Angus, emphasizing the importance of teamwork in unraveling the

mystery. As the group strategizes, they decide to reach out to Raddich's

former classmates by falsely presenting their inquiry as a missing person

case, blending strategy with authenticity.

The chapter shifts to a lighter moment as Anjali, Zoe, and Harry go for

dinner after a long day of research. However, the evening takes an

unexpected turn when Zoe spots Sally Johnstone and Tom together across

the street. This encounter not only stirs personal emotions for Zoe but also

intertwines her private life with the pressures of their ongoing investigation,
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creating a compelling narrative tension.

Overall, this chapter delves into themes of collaboration and the burdens of

past relationships, effectively setting the stage for deeper investigations and

emotional revelations as the plot unfolds. Readers are left anticipating how

these elements will converge as Zoe and her team continue their search for

the truth about Raddich, navigating both professional challenges and

personal dilemmas.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 8.30 AM, WEDNESDAY 12
FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 26: The Long Game

In "The Long Game," Zoe begins her Wednesday morning at the City West

Police Complex, grappling with anxiety after a sleepless night spent

reflecting on her tumultuous feelings regarding Tom and Sally. Despite

Tom's attempts to reach out, she opts for solitude to process her emotions,

finding comfort in her loyal dog, Harry, who seems to sense her distress.

Upon entering the complex, Zoe interacts with her colleagues Iain Gillies

and Garry Burns, who jest about a personal situation involving Garry's

romantic pursuits. However, Zoe remains focused, brushing aside their

banter as she joins her team—Charlie, Hannah, and Angus—for a critical

briefing on their ongoing investigation.

The team is diligently scrutinizing photographs of key suspects linked to

their case. Angus identifies a notable detail about one suspect's hairstyle,

highlighting a method of altering one's appearance, which could be pivotal

for their investigation. Just then, Anjali arrives late, appearing disheveled,

yet she brings significant news: a promising lead on a suspect named Ivan

Raddich, who immigrated to Australia as a child and has a brother, Marko,
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residing in Melbourne and working in government.

Recognizing Marko as their next target for questioning, Zoe feels a surge of

hope that he might lead them closer to Ivan. Anjali also elaborates on the

victims’ connections to Ivan, prompting them to devise a plan where Zoe

and Charlie will interview Marko, while Hannah and Angus will track down

Ivan's former classmates for additional insights. This collaboration

underscores themes of resilience and the complexity of human relationships,

as the team intertwines their efforts to untangle a web of connections in

pursuit of justice.

With renewed determination, Zoe is ready to confront the challenges ahead

and is committed to uncovering the truth about Ivan and his ties to the

victims. The chapter concludes with a sense of optimism and unity, as the

team prepares to deepen their investigation.
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Chapter 27 Summary: 10.30 AM, WEDNESDAY 12
FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 27 - "The Long Game"

In this chapter, Zoe and Charlie, accompanied by Harry, Zoe's police dog,

arrive at the Department of Justice to meet Marko Raddich, the brother of

the missing Ivan. The friendly receptionist acknowledges Harry's presence

as they are led to Marko's office. Marko, described as lean with blue eyes,

appears welcoming but shows signs of distress when Ivan's name comes up.

Settling into Marko's cluttered office with a view of the Yarra River, the

detectives steer the conversation toward Ivan. Marko reveals the tumultuous

nature of their relationship, sharing that it has been nearly a decade since he

last saw his brother. He expresses a deep sense of loss following their

mother's death, recalling their childhood filled with constant relocations due

to their father's job. The difficult emotional aftermath of their mother's

passing weighed heavily on both brothers, especially on Ivan, who has

battled depression.

As Zoe and Charlie dig deeper, Marko's emotions fluctuate between shock

and concern. He admits to feeling helpless about Ivan's current state,

particularly regarding speculation of drug issues that unsettle him. Though
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conflicted, Marko portrays Ivan as a sensitive soul who has lost his way and

harbors an instinctive desire to reconnect, hoping to hear from his brother

when they find him.

Before leaving, Zoe reassures Marko that they will update him if they gather

new information, giving him her card in exchange for his. This chapter

elegantly explores themes of family bonds, the profound effects of loss, and

the longing for understanding, building anticipation for the detectives'

ongoing investigation into Ivan's fate.
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Chapter 28: 3.30 PM, WEDNESDAY 12 FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 28 from "The Long Game"

In this compelling chapter, detectives Zoe and Charlie delve into the case of

Ivan Raddich, a missing man whose troubled past is beginning to unravel

through their investigation. Their first point of contact is Carol Simmons, a

former classmate of Ivan’s at Frankston High. Carol paints a vivid picture of

Ivan’s school years, revealing that he was subjected to relentless bullying,

particularly from a classmate named Ben Jennings. This bullying was

emblematic of the disenfranchisement faced by immigrant students during

that era, highlighting broader societal challenges.

As Zoe and Charlie gather testimonies, they learn of other tormentors,

including Greg Spanno and Aaron Smyth, who contributed to Ivan's torment.

The detectives begin to wonder if there is a sinister connection between the

violent past of these bullies—both of whom have met unfortunate

fates—and Ivan's disappearance. This speculation deepens when they

compile accounts of bullying from various schools, revealing the profound

emotional scars Ivan carried.

During a strategic meeting with their investigative team, Zoe and Charlie

analyze the compiled evidence, which underscores the long-standing effects
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of bullying on victims like Ivan. They theorize that this painful history could

be linked to his current absence, either through a desire for revenge or

perhaps a desperate attempt to escape his haunted past.

As the chapter progresses, the detectives turn their attention to Ivan’s

brother, Marko, whose alibi they need to verify. Marko expresses a heartfelt

wish to reconnect with Ivan, adding layers of complexity to the case. His

sentiments suggest possible familial ties that may impact the investigation.

Key Themes and Developments

- Bullying and Trauma: The chapter poignantly explores how the lasting

 impacts of bullying can shape individuals' lives, hinting that Ivan's

disappearance may be deeply rooted in his traumatic experiences.

- Investigative Teamwork: Zoe and Charlie's collaborative approach

 underscores the critical role of teamwork in unraveling complex cases,

reflecting the need for diverse perspectives in criminal investigations.

- Complex Relationships: The interactions between Ivan, his bullies, and

 his family reveal intricate social dynamics that raise questions about

unresolved trauma and the potential consequences of bullying.

In summary, Chapter 28 effectively intertwines the mystery of Ivan's

disappearance with a powerful commentary on the ramifications of bullying,

setting a suspenseful stage for further exploration into both Ivan's past and

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


the present implications of his absence.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 8.45 AM, THURSDAY 13
FEBRUARY

In Chapter 29 of "The Long Game," Zoe and her investigative team dive

 deep into the troubling case of Ivan Raddich, a suspect whose history of

being bullied suggests possible motives for seeking revenge on those who

tormented him. As they explore Ivan’s past—including the relentless

bullying during his childhood and the devastating loss of his family—they

begin to suspect that he may have committed multiple murders aimed at his

former tormentors.

During a high-stakes strategy meeting, Zoe's theories resonate with her team,

but they express significant concern about the logistics of apprehending Ivan

before he becomes aware of their investigation. The tension escalates further

when Zoe receives a cryptic text from Sarah Westbrook, prompting her to

step outside for a quick conversation. Tragically, this encounter takes a dark

turn as a vehicle veers onto the sidewalk, hitting both Zoe and Sarah and

triggering chaos in the area.

As paramedics attend to the scene, Zoe manages to collect her thoughts

despite her injuries, but her primary concern shifts to Sarah, who is in dire

condition. Investigations reveal that the car involved in the hit-and-run was

stolen, and suspicions arise that the incident may have been premeditated,

intensifying the urgency of their ongoing investigation into Ivan.
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In the aftermath, Zoe faces a personal crisis as tension simmers with her

partner, Tom. His recent meeting with Sally, a prosecutor with whom Zoe

has had contentious encounters in the past, adds strain to their relationship.

Amid her growing anxiety about the accident and the feeling of being

targeted—whether directly or through Sarah—Zoe stands at a crossroads. 

The chapter thematically explores revenge and the consequences it breeds,

the intricacies of personal relationships within high-pressure environments,

and the resilience required in the face of escalating danger. As Zoe grapples

with both her professional duties and personal challenges, readers are left in

suspense, eager to see how these intertwined narratives will unfold and what

implications they hold for Zoe and her team’s future.
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Chapter 30 Summary: 8.30 AM, FRIDAY 14
FEBRUARY

Chapter 30 Summary of "The Long Game"

Set on the morning of February 14, the chapter immerses readers in a

high-stakes environment as Zoe prepares for Trevor Hill's trial while

grappling with injuries from a recent confrontation. Her attention is

momentarily diverted by a mysterious envelope on her desk, which she

initially dismisses as a Valentine’s Day note.

The chapter begins with a lively exchange between Zoe and her colleague

Charlie, who is anxious about his mother's computer troubles related to

pirated movies. This concern triggers a significant realization for Zoe

regarding Ivan, hinting at his potential use of spyware hidden within USB

sticks disguised as movie files. This revelation sparks Zoe's initiative to

delve deeper into Ivan's criminal activities.

Anjali, another colleague, bursts into the scene with critical news about a

cabin owned by Ivan's father, nestled in a remote off-grid location. The

discovery of the cabin's well-maintained condition arouses Zoe's curiosity

about its connection to Ivan's operations, further intensifying the

investigation.
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As the chapter unfolds, Anjali uncovers that malware has been found on Ray

Carlson’s computer, heightening the stakes in their case against Ivan. The

camaraderie and teamwork among the colleagues are palpable as Zoe takes

charge, expertly strategizing their next moves.

Determined to unearth more information, Zoe and Charlie embark on an

expedition into the wilderness to investigate the cabin. Their journey is filled

with trepidation as they prepare for any potential dangers, and the serene

landscape contrasts starkly with the tension surrounding their mission. The

chapter builds to a climactic moment as Zoe reaches for her firearm while

drawing closer to the cabin, foreshadowing an impending confrontation.

The themes of resilience, teamwork, and justice resonate throughout the

chapter, showcasing Zoe's unwavering determination in the face of physical

and emotional challenges. The suspenseful atmosphere keeps readers on

edge, making this segment a compelling continuation of the narrative.
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Chapter 31 Summary: 11.15 AM, FRIDAY 14
FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 31: The Long Game

In this gripping chapter, Zoe and Charlie, accompanied by their loyal police

dog Harry, arrive at a remote cabin to investigate a case. They are met with a

shocking and gruesome discovery: the lifeless body of Ivan slumped in a

bathtub, an apparent victim of overdose. The scene is traumatic for Charlie,

who is visibly affected, while Zoe takes charge, understanding the urgency

of their situation and the necessity to leave before any further complications

arise.

Their urgency intensifies when they realize there's no phone signal to report

the incident. They hurriedly drive back to where communications are

accessible, leading to a tense call with Zoe's supervisor, Rob. During this

conversation, they learn a pivotal detail—the investigation lacks the crucial

physical evidence linking Ivan to any previous murders, placing their case in

jeopardy.

After a lengthy drive, they arrive at the Department of Justice to deliver the

devastating news to Ivan's brother, Marko. As they break the news, Marko's

overwhelming grief and shock reveal the complexity of their estranged
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relationship and the painful family history they share. He reflects wistfully

on their childhood memories spent at the cabin, grappling to reconcile those

innocent times with the current tragedy.

Through their conversation, Zoe and Charlie discover that although the

family believed the cabin had been sold, Ivan had continued to pay the

property taxes, indicating he might have been living there in secret. As

Marko struggles with his emotions, Zoe attempts to comfort him, guiding

him on the next steps following his brother's death.

The chapter culminates with Zoe hinting at looming complications in the

investigation, foreshadowing the challenges ahead.

Key Themes:

- Grief and Loss: The chapter poignantly explores the profound

 emotional impact of Ivan's death on Marko, emphasizing the heavy toll of

tragedy on personal relationships.

- Family Dynamics: It delves into the complexities of familial bonds,

 highlighting how unresolved past issues can complicate grief and

reconciliation.

- Challenges in Law Enforcement: Zoe's frustration at the lack of

 tangible evidence underscores the difficulties faced by law enforcement,

illustrating the emotional strains that accompany the pursuit of justice.
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Overall, this chapter masterfully intertwines the harsh realities of police

work with intimate, personal moments, showcasing the delicate balance

between professional duty and empathetic understanding.
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Chapter 32: 2.45 PM, FRIDAY 14 FEBRUARY

In Chapter 32 of "The Long Game" by Simon Rowell, the emotional weight

 of tragedy takes center stage, particularly focusing on Marko and the

reactions of those surrounding him. The chapter opens with Zoe and Charlie

in a conversation about Harry's unsettling behavior following a poignant

moment of grief. Notably, Harry, who is usually compassionate, fails to

respond to Marko's tears, raising Zoe's suspicions that Marko may be

pretending to feel deeply. Charlie suggests that Harry's shock and emotional

detachment from his brother could explain his apparent apathy, prompting

Zoe to reassess her interpretations of the situation.

As the narrative progresses to the ground floor, Zoe reaches out to Anjali,

seeking validation of Marko's alibi regarding his trip to Mount Baw Baw,

particularly in relation to the murder of Ray Carlson. Zoe's intuition suggests

that Marko’s story is not entirely coherent, amplifying her sense of unease.

The next scene unfolds in a morgue in South Melbourne, where Marko

arrives to identify his brother, Ivan. His pallid complexion and shaking

demeanor underline the gravity of the moment. Zoe, acting as both a

supportive presence and a professional guide, steers him through the

challenging process. Upon encountering Ivan’s body, Marko's response

embodies confusion and horror, reflecting the physical signs of distress

triggered by his brother’s discolored remains.
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This chapter intricately explores themes of grief and the complexities

inherent in sibling dynamics, highlighting the often stark contrast between

outward expressions of sorrow and the internal chaos that can brew beneath.

Marko's harrowing experience demonstrates the profound impact of loss,

while the juxtaposition of his turmoil against Harry's unsettling calm adds

layers of tension to their collective experience of grieving. As readers

navigate through this emotionally charged chapter, they are left to ponder

the unseen depths of each character's struggle in the wake of tragedy.
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Chapter 33 Summary: 7.30 AM, SATURDAY 15
FEBRUARY

In Chapter 33 of "The Long Game" by Simon Rowell, the tension mounts as

 Zoe Mayer navigates a critical investigation amid her recovery from an

injury. The chapter kicks off on a Saturday morning, where, following a

confrontation with Marie Harley—who displays protective instincts—Zoe

secures a USB stick related to a malware case involving the enigmatic Ivan

Raddich. This acquisition signifies a turning point, reflecting Zoe's

commitment and resolve.

After a quick respite at the beach with her dog, Harry, Zoe heads to the

Homicide office, feeling at odds with her casual attire but steeling herself for

the task ahead. Upon meeting her colleague Anjali, they promptly delve into

the USB's contents. Anjali confirms the presence of malware, resonating

with their earlier findings on another victim’s computer. However, she

warns that while this evidence strengthens their case against Ivan, it doesn’t

directly link him to the murder they are scrutinizing.

Internal discord erupts as Zoe confronts detectives Iain and Garry regarding

their dubious methods that led to a prisoner’s confession. This confrontation

reveals underlying tensions within the team and illuminates Zoe's personal

demons, as she grapples with a haunting past. Her bold declaration of Iain as

a coward escalates the conflict, emphasizing her resilience and commitment
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to integrity.

As the investigation progresses, Anjali uncovers vital information about

Marko Raddich, suggesting he may have been accompanied during a recent

trip—contradicting prior statements. This prompts Zoe and her partner,

Charlie, to visit the Rogers, Marko's neighbors. In a nuanced and tense

exchange, they discover that although Marko helped with gardening, he was

not present during the trip, raising further suspicions about his clandestine

activities.

The chapter takes a dramatic turn when a call from the morgue reveals that

Ivan Raddich has been dead for years, a startling fact that reframes Zoe’s

understanding of the case. As she begins to connect the dots, she realizes

Marko's potential involvement might be more sinister than previously

thought. Driven by urgency and the weight of her discoveries, Zoe races

towards Marko's house, leaving a bewildered Charlie behind.

This chapter artfully intertwines themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the ethical

complexities of law enforcement, all while highlighting Zoe's tenacity and

the intricate dynamics of her relationships—each of which complicates her

quest for justice. The closing moments brim with anticipation, setting the

stage for potential dangers and unexpected revelations as Zoe confronts the

truths hidden within the depths of the investigation.
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Chapter 34 Summary: 4 PM, SATURDAY 15
FEBRUARY

In Chapter 34, "The Long Game," by Simon Rowell, the narrative unfolds in

 a high-stakes conference room atmosphere, underscoring the stress felt by

the investigative team. Zoe, an investigator on edge about their current case,

and Harry, her colleague, both sense the alarming weight of their pursuit,

while on the floor, Harry shares her despair. Their colleague Rob enters with

Anjali, and the team dives into their investigation of Marko, an IT contractor

with a cunning ability to alter his identity. 

Marko emerges as a formidable antagonist, skilled in navigating the

government’s cybersecurity systems to create fraudulent identities and

licenses. This technical prowess is rooted in a personal vendetta stemming

from the tragic overdose of his brother, Ivan. Marko’s calculated quest for

revenge against the bullies who harassed Ivan reveals the darker side of

human nature, showcasing how grief can morph into a relentless pursuit of

vengeance. Zoe connects the dots of Marko's backstory, revealing his cold

method of stalking and framing his brother's tormentors while cleverly

evading detection by planting his phone with unsuspecting neighbors during

his crimes. The team grapples with a mix of admiration and horror at

Marko’s intelligence and meticulous planning.

As the group brainstorms strategies to apprehend Marko, Zoe’s fear
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escalates that he might shift focus to other targets, intensifying the urgency

of their situation. Rob and Charlie discuss critical next steps, such as the

need for surveillance and obtaining search warrants for Marko’s belongings

to gather evidence. In a shocking twist, Anjali—who has been quietly

observing—alertly points out that crucial files have been deleted from their

case archives, hinting at a possible insider threat. This revelation sends Zoe

into a whirlpool of anxiety as she considers the implications, particularly

concerning their colleague Tom and whether he has inadvertently

jeopardized their investigation by exposing sensitive information.

This chapter explores profound themes, including the lengths individuals

will go to in the name of revenge, the intricate nature of identity, and the thin

line between collaboration and betrayal within investigative work. The

escalating tension illustrates the stakes not only in capturing a cunning

adversary but also in safeguarding the integrity of the team itself as they

confront both external and internal threats.
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Chapter 35 Summary: 10 AM, SUNDAY 16 FEBRUARY

In Chapter 35 of "The Long Game" by Simon Rowell, Detective Zoe Mayer

 embarks on a crucial mission to locate Marko, a suspect intertwined in a

larger investigation, along with his computer, which contains vital evidence.

As she prepares for what could be a volatile confrontation, the tension

escalates when she discovers that her backup, expected to support her, is

delayed due to suspected sabotage of the police communication systems.

This leaves Zoe, already battling her own physical injuries and wavering

confidence, to rely on her trusted dog, Harry, as she makes her way through

the dense rainforest toward Marko's last known location.

With determination and urgency, Zoe carefully navigates the forest, her

senses heightened as she searches for any clue of Marko's whereabouts. An

inspection of an abandoned cabin yields no leads, heightening her sense of

desperation. Moments later, a tip-off from a man named Serge, suggesting

that he has seen Marko's car, propels Zoe into action, sparking a tense and

dangerous car chase across the rugged terrain.

The chapter peaks as Zoe confronts Marko in a secluded area, revealing the

psychological complexities of their encounter. Marko's manipulation

becomes evident as he engages Zoe in a bitter exchange, revealing personal

grievances linked to his brother's tragic demise. In a precarious position,

with no support in sight, Zoe remains resilient, but the stakes rise sharply
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when Marko turns violent and opens fire. In a split-second decision, Zoe

shoots him in the shoulder just as he threatens Harry, enabling her to tackle

and apprehend him despite her own physical struggles.

The chapter concludes with Zoe capturing Marko, highlighting key themes

of resilience, the complex nature of justice, and the moral dilemmas she

faces as she seeks the truth. This intense showdown amplifies the reader's

anticipation, underscoring the intricate balance between duty and personal

ethics that characterizes Zoe's formidable journey in pursuit of justice.
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Chapter 36: 6 AM, MONDAY 17 FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 36 from "The Long Game"

In this gripping chapter, Marko Raddich finds himself handcuffed to a bed in

St. Vincent’s Hospital's secure ward, flanked only by Zoe and her loyal dog,

Harry. The tense atmosphere is palpable as Zoe attempts to extract the truth

from Marko, who is tangled in a complex web of crimes. Despite her

persistent questioning, Marko remains defiantly cryptic, alluding to his

cunning planning and dark history while withholding critical details.

While Zoe is engaged in her interrogation, Anjali, a forensic investigator

analyzing the evidence, uncovers that Marko's laptop has mysteriously

missing data. This revelation leads them to delve deeper into Marko’s

enigmatic past, particularly sparked by his tattoo, which symbolizes his roots

in Belgrade. This background adds layers to his character, illustrating the

lengths he has gone to obscure his actions and manipulate those around him.

Back at the Homicide unit, Zoe and Harry meet disappointment when they

discover Marko has retained legal counsel, complicating their pursuit of

justice. With the team having already scoured Marko’s residence without

finding any incriminating evidence, time is of the essence. Zoe, showcasing

her sharp instincts, proposes they investigate a potential long-term storage
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locker that Marko might have used to stash away any damning materials.

Amidst the professional pressure, Anjali expresses her emotional struggle,

breaking down as she reflects on her frustrations with Marko's reluctance to

confess. This moment reveals the personal stakes involved in their line of

work, as Anjali grapples with the hope that a revelation from Marko could

be the breakthrough they desperately need.

The chapter intricately weaves themes of manipulation, the relentless pursuit

of truth, and the emotional burdens faced by law enforcement. It underscores

the challenges the characters endure in their quest for justice, creating a

narrative rich with tension and depth.
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Chapter 37 Summary: 7.35 AM, MONDAY 17
FEBRUARY

In Chapter 37 of "The Long Game" by Simon Rowell, the tension reaches

 new heights as Zoe faces Anjali over her troubling history with Marko

Raddich, a menacing figure tied to their ongoing investigation. Anjali opens

up about her past with Marko, revealing that he was not just an ex-boyfriend

but a stalker who had threatened her with explicit videos, creating a barrier

to her fully disclosing his connection with Ivan, the suspected criminal they

are pursuing. Zoe’s anger is palpable, yet she remains resolute, recognizing

that Marko constitutes a significant threat to both Anjali and herself.

Understanding the urgency of their situation, the two women become

focused on finding Marko’s computer, which they believe holds key

evidence for their case. Anjali provides further insight into Marko's character

and behavior, directing them to the State Library, a place where he

frequently spent his time.

Their journey takes them to the library, where they become acutely aware of

their precarious position. Arriving early, they almost find themselves locked

out, heightening their anxiety. Once inside, they engage in a frenzied search

among the shelves that house books on Serbian history. The tension in the

air amplifies as they sift through volumes, determined to find something

critical. 
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Just when hope seems dim, they uncover a hidden black bag beneath the

shelves. This discovery ignites a spark of optimism in their pursuit of truth.

The chapter encapsulates themes of trust, betrayal, and the scars of past

traumas, showcasing Zoe’s steadfast resolve and Anjali’s internal struggles

as she grapples with her history while striving to aid the investigation. The

revelation of the laptop foreshadows a potential breakthrough, propelling the

story forward with a sense of suspense that leaves readers eager for what lies

ahead.
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Chapter 38 Summary: 9 AM, MONDAY 17 FEBRUARY

Summary of Chapter 38: The Long Game

In a tense and gripping Monday morning, forensic officer Bianca arrives at

the library, eager to locate Zoe Mayer and her colleague Anjali. They are

caught in an urgent investigation centered around a laptop connected to a

suspect named Marko. The stakes are high as they face the challenge of

obtaining access to the locked device while Rob, Zoe’s superior, stays on the

line discussing their limited options for proving ownership of the laptop.

Anjali, who has knowledge of Marko's habits, reveals that he is a regular at

the State Library, prompting Zoe to believe that this location could hold

essential evidence for their case. Despite Anjali's emotional struggle

regarding her involvement in the investigation, Zoe reassures her of their

solidarity in facing the challenges ahead.

Once they leave the library, Anjali shares a crucial detail: Marko sports a

tattoo that may relate to his laptop password. Taking swift action, they

retrieve the laptop, and to their astonishment, it unlocks, revealing a trove of

incriminating documents. These files establish a connection between Marko

and several individuals suspected of engaging in illicit activities.
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As Zoe maneuvers through the bustling traffic, Anjali dives into the digital

evidence. She uncovers meticulously organized folders containing not only

damning information but also videos that unexpectedly link to her. However,

Zoe dismisses this information as irrelevant to their case, showcasing a

delicate balance between focusing on the primary investigation and

recognizing personal implications.

The chapter intensifies as they prepare to synthesize their findings for a

presentation at the Supreme Court, encapsulating the urgency and weight of

their work. Themes of teamwork, trust, and the emotional toll of their

pursuit of justice resonate powerfully throughout this chapter, illustrating the

thin line between professional responsibilities and personal struggles.
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Chapter 39 Summary: 9.45 AM, MONDAY 17
FEBRUARY

In Chapter 39 of "The Long Game," the stakes reach a critical high as Zoe,

 Harry, Charlie, and Anjali execute a daring break-in to an evidence locker

central to a high-profile murder trial. The atmosphere is charged with

urgency as Zoe is driven by a fierce determination to confront Sally

Johnstone, a prosecutor preparing to take Trevor Hill, an innocent man, to

trial for a murder he did not commit.

Zoe's confrontation with Sally marks a turning point: she reveals

groundbreaking evidence that not only exonerates Trevor but also identifies

Marko Raddich as the true perpetrator, thereby implicating him in multiple

murders, including that of Dwayne Harley. This revelation sends

shockwaves through the prosecution's case, prompting Iain Gillies, initially

doubtful of Zoe's claims, to reassess the situation when Sally receives a call

from the Director of Public Prosecutions. This call confirms their need to

adjourn the trial to investigate the newly uncovered evidence.

The chapter pulsates with the adrenaline of Zoe’s triumph as she realizes she

has managed to outsmart the prosecution, paving the way for justice. After

this intense confrontation, she checks on Sarah Westbrook, who witnesses

the unfolding drama. Zoe offers Sarah encouragement, suggesting they

celebrate a hopeful outcome together over drinks once she feels better.
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Overall, this chapter is a key moment in the novel, brimming with suspense

and showcasing Zoe's growth as a relentless seeker of truth. Her confidence

and resilience underscore the central themes of justice and determination,

propelling the narrative forward as the plot thickens around the complex

unfolding of the murder case.
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Chapter 40: 11.30 AM, MONDAY 17 FEBRUARY

In Chapter 40 of "The Long Game," the scene opens in a stark hospital room

 where Marko lies in bed, plotting his legal defenses with his lawyer, Stefan

Thomas. As tensions rise, Zoe, the police officer who shot him, confronts

Marko about the incident. With a bravado that masks his vulnerability,

Marko declares his intention to sue Zoe, claiming he acted in fear during

their chase, which sets the stage for an increasingly charged exchange.

The atmosphere transforms dramatically when Charlie, a determined

investigator, enters the room holding an evidence bag that contains a laptop,

pivotal to the unfolding case. Marko's confident demeanor falters at the

sight, especially as Zoe reveals crucial evidence—Marko’s fingerprints

cover the laptop, and the password is tattooed on his arm. This revelation

shatters Marko's attempts to deny ownership, prompting panic as Zoe and

Charlie present their case.

Zoe experiences a surge of empowerment as she realizes she has finally

gained the upper hand against Marko, who faces serious charges, including

murder and attempted murder. The chapter captures a stark contrast between

Zoe's newfound strength and Marko's disintegrating bravado, creating a

powerful moment of personal triumph for Zoe, reminiscent of her struggles

and resilience throughout the narrative.
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As the chapter draws to a close, it shifts to a more intimate scene where Zoe

finds solace in the presence of Harry, her companion, who leans against her,

providing much-needed support amid the chaos. She checks a text from Tom

that hints at a potential new beginning, indicating a desire for a fresh start.

The chapter leaves readers with a blend of tension and personal growth,

underscoring the stakes of the story and Zoe’s journey toward reclaiming her

life.
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