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About the book

In *The Missing Gospels*, Darrell L. Bock embarks on a comprehensive

exploration of the lesser-known gospels that did not make it into the

canonical New Testament. He systematically addresses common

misconceptions about these texts and the broader context of early Christian

writings, particularly those found in the Nag Hammadi library, a collection

of early Christian and Gnostic manuscripts discovered in Egypt in 1945. 

Throughout the book, Bock emphasizes the importance of these gospels,

which include titles such as the Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Mary,

in understanding the diverse beliefs and practices that characterized early

Christianity. By presenting insights from a range of prominent scholars, he

provides a nuanced view that differentiates between the historical

development of these texts and the theological implications they carry.

The chapters are structured to guide readers through the historical context of

the gospels' emergence, the significance of the Nag Hammadi find, and the

debates surrounding their authenticity and theological value. Bock's

accessible writing style encourages both casual readers and scholars to

engage with the material, fostering a deeper understanding of how these

"missing" gospels contribute to our knowledge of early Christian thought.

Key themes in the book include the nature of truth versus orthodoxy in early
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Christianity, the evolution of canon formation, and the impact of political

and theological power struggles on the acceptance of certain texts over

others. Ultimately, *The Missing Gospels* is not just a study of lost

writings; it is an invitation to re-examine the foundations of Christian belief

and the historical forces that shaped its narrative. Bock's work challenges

readers to approach early Christian texts with an open mind, equipped with

the historical and scholarly context necessary for informed discussion and

understanding.
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About the author

Certainly! Here's a smooth, logical, and readable summary of the content:

In his work, Darrell L. Bock, a respected biblical scholar and theologian,

delves deeply into the study of the New Testament, with a strong emphasis

on the Gospels and the historical figure of Jesus. As the Executive Director

of the Hendricks Center at Dallas Theological Seminary and a professor

specializing in New Testament Studies, Bock brings a wealth of knowledge

to his exploration of these texts.

Bock's academic journey is marked by a Ph.D. from the University of

Aberdeen, where he honed his expertise in biblical interpretation. His

scholarship is characterized by a desire to connect scholarly research with

accessible theology, making the profound insights of biblical texts available

to lay audiences. This approach not only enhances understanding but also

fosters a richer engagement with faith and practice.

Throughout his writings, Bock engages with contemporary debates

surrounding biblical texts, emphasizing the importance of historical context

and interpretation. By bridging the gap between rigorous scholarly inquiry

and practical theological application, he positions himself as a pivotal figure

in current discussions about the New Testament and its relevance today.
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In summary, Bock’s contributions to biblical scholarship are significant,

providing clarity and insight into the Gospels and their teachings, while

encouraging a thoughtful exploration of their implications for modern faith

communities. His commitment to making complex theological concepts

accessible continues to resonate with both academic and lay audiences alike.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1. Making a Scorecard: The Periods
and Players of Early Christianity

### Making a Scorecard: The Periods and Players of Early Christianity

This chapter serves as an exploration of the formative years of early

Christianity, specifically during the second and third centuries. It presents a

structured overview of three significant periods: 

1. The Apostolic Period: Encompassing approximately AD 30 to 100,

 this era begins with Jesus's ministry and the early activities of his apostles.

Within this timeframe, the canonical gospels were penned, capturing the

essence of early Christian belief and practice. However, competition arose

from alternative groups, notably the Gnostics and figures like Simon Magus,

who challenged mainstream interpretations. Additionally, epistles from this

period reveal a rich diversity of belief, including debates surrounding the

resurrection of Christ and the nature of his embodiment.

2. The Period of the Apostolic Fathers and the Rise of Alternative Works

: Lasting until the mid-second century, this period is defined by writings

from individuals connected to the apostles, such as Clement of Rome and

Ignatius. As traditional teachings began to solidify, various alternative

beliefs, especially Gnosticism, emerged. This led to a proliferation of
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non-canonical gospels that reflected differing theological perspectives,

emphasizing the need for contextual understanding of these early texts.

3. The Period of the Apologists and Further Alternatives: Extending

 from the mid-second century onwards, this period features prominent

defenders of Christianity like Justin Martyr. The apologists aimed to clarify

and affirm Christian beliefs against rival philosophical systems and heretical

movements. They strategically countered divergent interpretations of

Christianity, contributing to the establishment of orthodox doctrine.

Together, these periods provide a comprehensive framework for

understanding the diversity and complexity of early Christian beliefs,

highlighting the interplay between various theological movements and their

contexts.

### Christianity and the Promise of Israel’s God

Early Christianity began as a Jewish movement steeped in the expectations

outlined in Jewish Scriptures. Central to its message was the belief that Jesus

was the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel, a notion that provoked

varying interpretations among different Jewish sects. Central to this debate is

the idea of a divine deliverer, a future figure prophesied in the Hebrew

Bible. This expectation faced contention, particularly from figures like

Marcion, who rejected the Hebrew God outright, and from Gnostic
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movements that questioned the nature of divinity.

Modern scholarship continually grapples with the extent to which early

Christianity intersects with Jewish theology. This chapter emphasizes that

the roots of Christian belief are deeply intertwined with the promises of

Israel's God, challenging readers to understand the continuity and divergence

between early Christian thought and its Jewish foundations.

### The Periods of Early Christianity: Putting the Newly Discovered

Gospels in Context

The delineated periods provide a foundational structure for understanding

early Christianity; however, recent scholarship suggests that these categories

may oversimplify the rich tapestry of early Christian beliefs. Each era not

only highlights notable figures and movements but also reflects the ongoing

evolution and complexity of early Christian thought.

### Summary of the Periods

In sum, the three periods outline key developments and personalities in early

Christianity, organized by their geographical and contextual significance.

These periods unveil patterns of diversity, showcasing the dynamic interplay

of beliefs within early Christian communities. They also lend insight into the

historical debates surrounding the evolution of Christian thought as it

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


transitioned from its Jewish roots into distinct theological expressions.

### Study Questions

1) What arguments does the new school present regarding early

Christianity's diversity?

2) How is Irenaeus characterized in relation to these new arguments,

particularly regarding the emphasis on earlier texts?

3) In what ways did Israel's promises influence the development of early

Christianity?

4) What are the distinguishing features of the three early Christian periods?

5) Which claims from the new school hold historical significance, and what

complexities arise in these discussions? 

These questions are designed to prompt deeper reflection on the implications

of early Christian thought and its development over time.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2. Discussion of a Key Alternative
View: About Gnosticism and Its Definition

### Summary of "Two Discussions of a Key Alternative View: About

 Gnosticism and Its Definition"

This chapter delves into Gnosticism, a significant alternative expression of

Christianity that emerged in the second century. Central to the discussion is

the comprehension of Gnosticism, a term derived from the Greek word for

knowledge, "gnosis." However, the complexity of defining Gnosticism

arises from its diverse interpretations and the historical debates surrounding

its origins.

### The Complexity of the Term Gnosticism

The term "Gnosticism" was originally introduced in 1669 by philosopher

Henry More as a pejorative label, complicating its scholarly understanding.

It encapsulates beliefs centered on special knowledge, but several key issues

have emerged in academic discourse:

- Variety of Views: Ancient texts categorized as Gnostic encompass a

 broad range of beliefs, making a singular definition elusive.

- Labeling Issues: The designation of "Gnosticism" is often associated

 with heretical interpretations, which can obscure its true significance.
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- New Discoveries: Recent findings, notably the Nag Hammadi

 library—a collection of early Christian and Gnostic texts—have revealed

the diversity within Gnostic writings, challenging established definitions.

### Defining Gnosticism

Kurt Rudolph provides a framework for understanding Gnosticism through

five key characteristics:

1. Dualism: A fundamental belief in the existence of both good and evil

 forces, contrasting the unknowable true God with the creator God of the

flawed material world.

   

2. Cosmogony: A narrative that frames the cosmos as a battleground

 between realms of light (representing good) and darkness (symbolizing

evil), with an intrinsic flaw in the physical world.

   

3. Soteriology: Salvation is viewed as attainable through knowledge,

 focusing on spiritual liberation rather than the redemption of the physical

body.

   

4. Eschatology: A belief in future existence emphasizes spiritual

 connection and the necessity of detaching from the corrupt material realm.
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5. Cult and Community: Gnostic practices and rites foster a structured

 community centered around these beliefs.

### Key Observations

While no single characteristic can definitively identify Gnosticism, the

convergence of these traits provides a basis for its recognition. Gnosticism's

unique depiction of divinity and creation has spurred orthodox reactions and

debates regarding its relationship with mainstream Christianity. Earlier

perspectives that posited Gnosticism as a derivative of Christian thought are

increasingly being reconsidered in light of new findings, suggesting a more

complex interplay between these spiritual movements.

### Study Questions

1. What three factors contribute to the challenges in defining Gnosticism?

2. What are the five traits typically linked to Gnostic beliefs?

3. In Harnack's evaluation of Gnosticism, what crucial observation is often

overlooked, and why is its perspective significant? 

This analysis of Gnosticism not only elucidates its complexities but also

positions it within the broader context of early Christian thought, inviting

further exploration of its influence and evolution.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3. Dating the Origin of Gnosticism

Dating the Origin of Gnosticism

The study of Gnosticism hinges on its definition, origins, and evolution

within the context of early Christianity and surrounding philosophical

movements. Gnosticism exists as a complex collection of beliefs that

emphasize esoteric knowledge (gnosis) as key to spiritual enlightenment and

salvation.

Challenges in Tracing Gnostic Origins

Identifying the origins of Gnosticism poses significant challenges due to its

inherently syncretic nature. Influences from Greek philosophy, Jewish

traditions, and early Christian teachings intertwine, resulting in a diverse

array rather than a singular, unified movement. Rather than organized into

cohesive communities, Gnostic schools operated more like philosophical

groups, leading to varied practices and teachings that complicate the tracing

of their roots.

Gnosticism as a Prominent Alternative in the Second Century
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In the landscape of early Christianity, Gnosticism distinguished itself as a

leading alternative to other movements like Marcionism and Montanism. Its

appeal lay in its alignment with prevalent Greco-Roman thought and its

intricate theological framework, which resonated with many who were

seeking deeper spiritual insights beyond traditional doctrines.

Perspectives on the Origins and Age of Gnosticism

Scholars predominantly discuss four main perspectives on the origins of

Gnosticism:

1. Pre-Christian Gnosticism: This viewpoint suggests Gnosticism

 developed independently of Christianity, a notion that was widely accepted

until the mid-20th century, though it has since lost favor among scholars.

2. Simultaneous Emergence with Christianity: Some scholars propose

 that Gnosticism arose concurrently with early Christianity, suggesting a

mutual influence between Gnostic thought and contemporary philosophical

and Jewish ideas.

3. Response to Early Christianity: Another theory posits that

 Gnosticism emerged as a direct reaction to early Christian doctrines, as
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evidenced by textual analysis that reveals Gnostic writings often opposing

Christian teachings.

4. Jewish Roots of Gnosticism: An emerging perspective contends that

 Gnosticism may have derived from a rejection of traditional Jewish beliefs,

perhaps influenced by pivotal historical events impacting Jewish

communities.

The most plausible theory likely merges elements from the last two views,

indicating that Gnosticism arose both as a departure from Jewish traditions

and as a response to early Christian thought, shaping its diverse expressions

in the second century.

Study Questions for Reflection

1. What do Gnostic codes signify in the broader understanding of

Gnosticism?

2. Can you identify three major alternative movements that emerged within

the second century?

3. What are the four views regarding Gnosticism’s origins, and which of

them seems most compelling based on the synthesis of evidence?
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Chapter 4: 4. Early Christianity’s Diversity and
Historical Judgments

### Summary of Chapters

FOUR EARLY CHRISTIANITY’S DIVERSITY AND HISTORICAL

 JUDGMENTS  

This chapter discusses the diversity within early Christianity, arguing that

rather than a monolithic faith, it consisted of various movements, each with

its unique beliefs and practices. It questions if the multiplicity observed in

the second century was already present in the first, positing that the New

Testament itself encapsulated this heterogeneity through its diverse authors,

each addressing different audiences and concerns. The chapter probes

whether there were core beliefs that united these various groups under the

wider Christian umbrella.

TWO KEY DYNAMICS: TRADITION AND LINKED COMMUNITIES

  

In this chapter, two fundamental dynamics that fostered unity among early

Christians despite their differences are examined: the reliance on oral

tradition and a shared missionary ethos. Early Christians emphasized

teachings passed down orally in the absence of a formalized New Testament
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canon. This oral tradition helped maintain continuity of beliefs, while the

movement's mission spurred connections among distinct communities,

enabling followers to identify themselves collectively as adherents of “the

Way,” a term that illustrated a shared path of faith and practice.

GROUND BENEATH OUR FEET: FOUR WAYS THAT SOURCES

 WORK  

The chapter delves into the significance of ancient sources for understanding

the variances in early Christian practices. It advocates for a historical method

that evaluates the reliability, dating, and contextual ideas of sources. By

tracing back from later texts, scholars can discern the underlying beliefs that

predate them. This approach acknowledges that many early Christian

concepts emerged before the establishment of specific texts, thus offering a

nuanced understanding of the faith's development.

AN EXAMPLE OF HISTORICAL ANALYSIS: TESTING THE GOSPEL

 OF THOMAS AND NEW SCHOOL CLAIMS ABOUT JESUS  

Using the Gospel of Thomas as a case study, this chapter critiques the

contemporary interpretation of Jesus as portrayed by the new school -

portraying him primarily as a wise teacher. It highlights contrasts between

the teachings in Thomas and the canonical Gospels, questioning the

simplified view that Thomas depicts a non-exalted conception of Jesus. The

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


chapter suggests that the Gospel of Thomas may actually reflect a more

intricate understanding of Jesus, pushing against the notion of it as merely a

guide to moral wisdom.

SUMMARY  

The chapter emphasizes the complexities faced in historical research,

especially concerning the diverse dynamics of early Christian communities.

It stresses the importance of rigorous analysis of sources, while recognizing

various interpretations of Gnosticism and traditional Christianity.

Introducing Walter Bauer’s influential theories, the author posits that a

deeper exploration of these themes is essential for grasping the full scope of

early Christianity’s rich tapestry.

### STUDY QUESTIONS

1. What major differences existed between the early traditional Christian

communities and alternative Gnostic communities?

2. What four distinct issues must one identify when working with historical

sources?

3. Do the Gospel of Thomas and Q indeed present Jesus solely as a teacher

of wisdom?

4. What are the main insights gained from our analysis of historical sources?
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5. The Claims of Walter Bauer and
the Roots of the New School

### Summary of "The Claims of Walter Bauer and the Roots of the New

 School"

#### Introduction to New Theories

Historical interpretation can shift dramatically with the introduction of new

theories. A notable example is the new school of early church studies

inspired by Walter Bauer's innovative work. His ideas sparked significant

debate but have not fundamentally altered the conventional understanding of

history.

#### Walter Bauer's Contribution

In 1934, German theologian Walter Bauer published *Rechtgläubigkeit und

Ketzerei im ältesten Christentum* (Orthodoxy and Heresy in Earliest

Christianity). His groundbreaking argument challenged the prevailing

assumption that heresy emerged after orthodoxy, asserting instead that early

Christianity was marked by a multitude of beliefs coexisting rather than a

singular orthodox path. Bauer emphasized that in historical narratives,

acknowledging diverse viewpoints is crucial, countering the notion that only

dominant groups shape history.

#### Bauer's Theory on Orthodoxy and Heresy
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Bauer advanced two foundational ideas:

1. The early Christian community was characterized by multiple

interpretations and expressions of faith rather than a monolithic orthodoxy.

2. The Roman church's ascendancy resulted in the marginalization of

alternative Christian groups, thus skewing the understanding of early

Christian history.

#### Assessment of Bauer's Theory

Despite introducing a fresh lens for examining early Christianity, Bauer's

theories faced significant criticism:

1. Critics argue that his portrayal of Roman dominance over orthodoxy is

overstated, given the presence of powerful churches outside Rome that also

shaped Christian thought.

2. His claim that alternative perspectives predominated in early Christianity

is increasingly challenged, with some evidence indicating that orthodox

beliefs had a broader acceptance than he proposed.

#### Critique of Bauer's Content

Bauer's critics question the robustness of his claims:

- The assertion of Rome's central role in establishing orthodoxy neglects the

significance of influential centers like Antioch and Asia Minor.

- The evidence cited to support the notion of heretical groups as leading

figures in early Christianity lacks depth, particularly with respect to regions

such as Edessa.
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#### Conclusion About Bauer's Impact

Bauer's methodologies enriched the scholarly conversation surrounding early

Christianity and paved the way for new research avenues. Nevertheless,

claims regarding the overwhelming dominance of heretical views remain

tenuous at best. It's essential to recognize the diversity of beliefs in early

Christianity while also acknowledging that orthodox views played a vital

role during the church's formative years.

### Study Questions

1. What were Bauer’s two contributions to the study of the early church?

2. What were the two elements of Bauer’s thesis?

3. How is his thesis to be assessed?
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6. The Nature of God and Creation,
Part 1

### Chapter Summary: The Nature of God and Creation, Part 1

Introduction to Textual Analysis  

This chapter opens with an examination of early Christian understandings of

God and creation, particularly through lesser-known texts from the first two

centuries. It focuses on works within the “Coptic Gnostic Library,”

highlighting important aspects of translation and interpretation. Three main

considerations guide this analysis: the inconsistencies in translations due to a

lack of standardized versions, concerns regarding pagination, and the diglot

format that presents texts in two languages side by side. Importantly, it aims

to avoid “mirror readings” that could bias interpretations against opposing

views.

New Perspectives on God and Creation  

Various Gnostic and early Christian writings provide a rich tapestry of

beliefs surrounding the divine and the act of creation:

- Gospel of Thomas: This text comprises 114 sayings attributed to Jesus,
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 which include wisdom sayings and parables. It is primarily concerned with

self-knowledge rather than traditional divine attributes, indicating God as a

creator but not elaborating further on His nature. Debate over its dating to

the second century significantly influences the understanding of early

Christian diversity concerning Jesus.

- Gospel of Mary Magdalene: In this fragmentary work, a dialogue

 between the risen Jesus and Mary explores Gnostic cosmological themes,

touching upon the essence of matter and divine grace but providing minimal

details about creation or God's nature.

- Gospel of Philip: A later gospel steeped in Gnostic elements, it merges

 theological reflections with references to sacraments. It reveals a dualistic

approach to the divine, signifying a departure from strict monotheism.

- Gospel of Truth: Attributed to Valentinian disciples, this work lacks

 chronological structure but delves into Gnostic notions of creation and

redemption, framing creation as fundamentally flawed and emphasizing the

importance of knowledge of the true Father.

- Apocryphon of John: This pivotal text articulates a comprehensive

 Gnostic perspective on creation and God, depicting creation as a series of

emanations and differentiating between a perfect true God and a flawed

creator.
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- Hypostasis of the Archons: This writing explores divine hierarchy and

 the conflict among celestial beings, portraying Gnostic interpretations of

creation.

- Gospel of the Egyptians: This text narrates a mythological creation

 involving numerous divine figures, straying significantly from a

monotheistic framework, and illustrating a more elaborate cosmology.

- Gospel of Peter: While primarily a passion narrative, this gospel offers

 minimal commentary on God's nature, instead insinuating God's role as a

judge.

- Gospel(s) of Bartholomew: These texts maintain traditional views of

 God as the Creator, subtly incorporating early ideas of the Trinity.

Summary of Findings  

Collectively, these texts present a varied understanding of God and creation,

with a predominant theme indicating a flawed or malevolent act of creation.

This stands in stark contrast to more conventional religious perspectives,

setting the stage for deeper discussions about early Christian beliefs

regarding the divine and existence in subsequent chapters.
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Study Questions

1. Why is the Gospel of Thomas significant, and what implications does its

dating hold for broader discussions on early Christianity?

2. How do these texts define the act of creation, and who is identified as the

creator?

3. What role does the figure of Sophia (often seen as wisdom) play in these

narratives, and can her representation be interpreted as favoring female

perspectives?
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7. The Nature of God and Creation,
Part 2

### Chapter Summary: The Nature of God and Creation, Part 2

In this chapter, a comprehensive understanding of the relationship between

God and Creation is explored through the lens of early Christian writings,

primarily the New Testament. Written by diverse apostolic authors in the

first century, the New Testament stands as a crucial historical record of early

Christian beliefs, even as critics argue against prioritizing these texts due to

potential biases. Initially, these teachings were passed down orally, and only

later were the New Testament writings amalgamated, serving as historical

markers of Christian doctrine rather than as singular authoritative sources.

Theological Summary of Creation  

The chapter delineates two core concepts regarding Creation found in the

New Testament: (1) God’s position as the sole Creator and (2) the active role

of Jesus in the act of Creation. The Apostle Paul’s letters, particularly 1

Corinthians 8:5-6, illustrate the unity of God amidst a polytheistic

Greco-Roman context and highlight Jesus as a mediating figure. Further

insights are presented in Colossians 1:15-17 and Hebrews 1:10-12, where

the sovereignty of Jesus over Creation is painstakingly affirmed,
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synthesizing his divine nature with that of God.

Witness from Other New Testament Writers  

The consistent theme of Jesus' integral role in Creation extends throughout

the New Testament, reinforcing its significance in Christian theology. The

writings of the Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel of John further stress

God as the Creator, with explicit acknowledgment of Jesus' participation in

this divine act. Additionally, works like Revelation and the Epistle of James

echo the concepts of God's creative authority and the inherent goodness of

Creation.

The Apostolic Fathers' Confessions  

The beliefs established in the New Testament are echoed by the early church

fathers—Clement, Ignatius, and the Shepherd of Hermas—who affirm the

one God as the Creator and the goodness of Creation. Their collective

writings contribute to a unified theological understanding that emphasizes

the relationship between God and Jesus within the grand narrative of

Creation. Justin Martyr, a later figure, resonates with these sentiments,

reinforcing the bonds between God and Jesus in the narrative of Creation.

Summary  
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The chapter concludes by portraying a coherent traditional view of God and

Creation across early Christian texts, asserting the singularity of God as

Creator while acknowledging the distinctive role of Jesus without

compromising God’s oneness. Rooted firmly in Jewish tradition, these

themes stand in contrast to later Gnostic interpretations and alternative

beliefs that threatened the integrity of the good Creation doctrine. The early

church's steadfastness against these diverging views underscores its

commitment to preserving the foundational beliefs about God and Creation.

Study Questions  

1) What historical significance do the New Testament texts hold in

understanding early Christianity?  

2) What key affirmations regarding God and Creation can be identified in

these texts?  

3) How do traditional texts differ from alternative interpretations, and what

significance do these differences hold?
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Chapter 8: 8. Jesus: Divine and/or Human? Part 1

EIGHT JESUS: DIVINE AND/OR HUMAN? PART 1

This chapter delves into the diverse portrayals of Jesus as found in both

traditional and contemporary texts, exploring the complex spectrum of views

ranging from his divine characteristics to his humanity. The exploration

covers four principal perspectives on Jesus' nature:

1. Heavenly Being: Jesus is seen as a divine entity capable of interacting

 with humanity.

2. Dual-Natured Figure: He embodies both human and divine attributes,

 balancing the two aspects of his existence.

3. Limited Divinity: This perspective presents a Jesus whose divine

 qualities are constrained or diminished in certain contexts.

4. Purely Human Teacher: In this view, Jesus is regarded merely as a

 skilled human teacher or prophet, devoid of supernatural elements.

Jesus in New Materials

The chapter further examines several non-canonical texts, which offer

unique insights into Jesus’ character and nature:
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- Gospel of Thomas: This text reveals a high Christology, characterizing

 Jesus as a unique envoy from God. Through his sayings, he is portrayed as a

source of light and creation, emphasizing his unparalleled status and the

secretive nature of his teachings, which suggest insider knowledge reserved

for an elite group.

- Gospel of Philip: Here, the virgin birth is denied, and Jesus is

 portrayed as existing in a duality of human and divine. His baptism marks a

significant transformation, emphasizing his spiritual rather than physical

nature. This gospel reflects a dualistic worldview that devalues physical

reality in favor of a spiritual existence.

- Gospel of Truth: This text introduces a Trinitarian perspective,

 highlighting Jesus’ divine wisdom and his role in connecting humanity to

God. It defines Jesus as a guide and a teacher of knowledge rather than

focusing on his earthly existence.

- Letter to Rheginos: This letter emphasizes the spiritual aspect of

 resurrection while distinguishing between the material world and deeper

truths. Jesus is depicted as merging human and divine qualities in his quest

for truth.

- Teachings of Silvanus: This wisdom text presents Jesus as a divine
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 educator and reaffirms the goodness of creation. It emphasizes his dual

nature and the unique relationship he holds with God, portraying him as a

beacon of light and knowledge.

- Apocalypse of Peter: This text offers a complex image of Jesus,

 focusing heavily on his celestial attributes while suggesting that his physical

suffering was illusory. This docetic perspective raises questions about the

nature of his human experience.

- Valentinian Expositions and the Second Treatise of the Great Seth: The

se writings delve into Gnostic themes, primarily examining the contrasts

between the human and divine aspects of Jesus. They depict a divine figure

whose humanity seems superficial or illusory.

Summary of Findings

Overall, none of the texts analyzed strictly depict Jesus as purely human;

rather, they all incorporate elements of the divine. This exploration

illustrates a continuum from a high heavenly figure to interpretations of

Jesus’ humanity as potentially illusory. The prevailing trend is higher

Christology, affirming Jesus’ integral role in creation and the spiritual

wisdom he imparts to his followers.
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Study Questions

1. Identify the four views of Jesus and their respective periods.

2. Do these texts support the concept of a human Jesus? Provide reasoning.

3. What range of perspectives regarding Jesus’ nature is evident in these

texts? Provide an example for each view.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9. Jesus: Divine and/or Human?
Part 2

NINE JESUS: DIVINE AND/OR HUMAN? PART 2 JESUS IN THE

 TRADITIONAL MATERIALS

Overview  

This chapter delves into the intricate relationship between Jesus' humanity

and divinity, particularly as it is outlined in traditional Christian materials

such as the New Testament. The unity of Jesus as both human and divine is

framed as a central issue in understanding His identity and role as the

Savior, or Christ.

Jesus’ Humanity in the Gospels  

The portrayal of Jesus in the four Gospels is notably focused on His human

experiences, teachings, and interactions, especially leading up to His

crucifixion. In contrast, alternative texts like those from the Nag Hammadi

library often present a transformed, ascended Christ who communicates

profound truths after His death. This distinction is crucial for grasping the

purpose and identity of Jesus within the Christian faith.
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Paul's Teachings  

The Apostle Paul, in his letters such as Romans and Titus, offers a profound

theological perspective on Jesus, depicting Him as the "descendant of

David," which underscores His humanity, while simultaneously affirming

His divinity as the "Son-of-God-in-power." Paul effectively connects Jesus'

identity to Old Testament prophecies, solidifying His role as both the Christ

(the anointed one) and Lord.

Human and Divine Nature in Other New Testament Writings  

The Gospel of John further emphasizes the tangible reality of Jesus’

humanity, asserting that authentic fellowship with God comes through

recognizing the incarnation. Additionally, the book of Hebrews presents

Jesus as a compassionate High Priest, highlighting His shared experience in

human suffering, thereby reinforcing His role as a bridge between humanity

and divinity.

Apostolic Fathers  

In the writings of early church leaders such as Clement of Rome and

Ignatius of Antioch, there is a strong emphasis on the indivisible nature of

Jesus. They label any attempts to separate His divine and human aspects as

heretical, thus affirming that His suffering and true human experiences are
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essential to the Christian faith.

Justin Martyr's Contributions  

Justin Martyr plays a critical role in articulating the relationship between

God and Jesus by asserting their unity and underscoring the significance of

Jesus’ suffering and crucifixion. He frames Jesus as the mediator between

humanity and the Divine, highlighting the transformative power of His

sacrifice and emphasizing His rightful place in Christian worship.

Melito of Sardis and the Discourse on the Cross  

Melito of Sardis succinctly affirms Jesus’ dual nature, depicting Him as fully

experiencing human life while retaining His divine essence. His writings

reject dualistic interpretations that undermine the reality of Jesus' human

experiences, reinforcing the early church's understanding of His nature.

Summary of Core Beliefs  

The chapter concludes with the observation that the early Christian

community maintained a steadfast belief in the unity of Jesus as both fully

human and fully divine. This balance, along with His authentic suffering,

emerged as foundational tenets of Christianity. While theological debates

and clarifications would later arise, the core conviction that Jesus, as the
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incarnate Son of God, suffered for humanity was firmly established from the

early days of the faith.

Study Questions  

1) How do traditional texts portray the divinity and humanity of Jesus?  

2) Is this portrayal consistent across the discussed materials?  

3) What key differences exist between alternative and traditional

interpretations of Jesus' person?  

4) Are these differences significant in understanding the early Christian

faith?  

This chapter effectively highlights the theological foundations of how Jesus’

dual nature was understood in the early church, setting the stage for ongoing

discussions about His identity and role in the salvation narrative.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10. The Nature of Humanity’s
Redemption: Spiritual or Also Physical? Part 1

### Chapter Summary: The Nature of Humanity's Redemption: Spiritual or

 Also Physical? Part 1

#### Introduction

This chapter delves into the intricate nature of humanity, addressing

fundamental questions about creation and the components of human nature,

which include the body, soul, and spirit. At the core of the discussion is the

nature of redemption: is it purely a spiritual phenomenon, or does it also

encompass the physical realm? The chapter highlights a spectrum of beliefs

regarding human salvation, revealing both convergence and divergence

among various perspectives.

#### The Nature of Humanity

A primary inquiry focuses on whether humanity is a unified whole or if it

inherently consists of distinct elements—body and soul, or body, soul, and

spirit. This discussion reveals a rich tapestry of thought regarding the human

condition and salvation, reflecting differing theological views that influence

how redemption is understood and pursued.

#### Humanity in the Gospel of Thomas

The chapter draws upon sayings from the Gospel of Thomas, which
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illustrate humanity's struggle with spiritual blindness and the imperative for

deeper understanding. Key sayings demonstrate the interplay between body

and spirit and the necessity of a vibrant spirit for access to the divine realm:

- Saying 28: Describes humanity as blind and intoxicated, indicating a

 lack of awareness.

- Saying 29: Highlights the miraculous aspect of spirit residing within

 the body.

- Saying 37: Suggests that true salvation constitutes a transformation

 into a new existence.

- Sayings 87 & 112: Present a critical view of both body and soul,

 underscoring their limitations.

#### Insights from Pistis Sophia

The text Pistis Sophia presents a compelling narrative about souls derived

from the redemptive work of Jesus, focusing on the dichotomy between light

(spiritual) and dark (material) existence. This dualistic framework

categorizes individuals based on their spiritual illumination, offering a clear

distinction between the enlightened and the unenlightened.

#### Resurrection Themes Across Texts

The chapter examines various texts that revisit the concept of resurrection,

often framing it as a spiritual rather than a bodily phenomenon:
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- Letter to Rheginos: Emphasizes resurrection as a transformative

 spiritual experience, disregarding the salvation of the physical body.

- Teachings of Silvanus: Defines humanity in a tripartite manner—body,

 soul, and mind—highlighting the need for alignment with spiritual truths.

#### Contrasting Views in Gnostic Texts

Several Gnostic writings, including the Apocryphon of John, the

Apocryphon of James, the Apocalypse of Peter, and the Gospel of Philip,

further elaborate on the duality of humanity and the nature of both creation

and redemption:

- Apocryphon of John: Proposes that all individuals possess the potential

 for knowledge and salvation.

- Apocalypse of Peter: Differentiates between mortal and immortal

 souls, attributing a crucial role to knowledge in the attainment of salvation.

#### Conclusions on Redemption

In summarizing the diverse perspectives, the chapter concludes that

humanity finds itself in a flawed material existence, where individuals are

categorized into those who understand their divine origins and those who do

not. Authentic redemption is thus linked to spiritual enlightenment and

ascent, where the elevation of the spirit takes precedence over physical

existence. 
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#### Summary of Accounts

Together, the texts present a cohesive view that recognizes the imperfections

of creation, the dual nature of humanity, and the central role of spiritual

understanding in the path to redemption. This journey ultimately aspires to a

return to a perfect, nonmaterial state, emphasizing the transcendence of the

spiritual over the physical.

#### Study Questions

1. What is the central premise regarding the nature of salvation as articulated

in these texts?

2. What diversity of opinions about salvation is evident in these writings?

3. Based on the insights from these texts, what implications are there for the

fate of the physical world?
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11. The Nature of Humanity’s
Redemption: Spiritual or Also Physical? Part 2

In the second part of "The Nature of Humanity's Redemption," the

 exploration of redemption delves deeply into the complexities surrounding

the concepts of humanity's salvation, particularly asking whether it

encompasses the physical body, the soul, or both, and assessing the broader

implications for all of creation.

Key Questions of Redemption raise pivotal inquiries about which

 aspects of a person experience redemption and how these relate to the

physical world. The text grapples with the connections between human

redemption and the restoration of the entirety of creation.

Resurrection in the New Testament provides a foundational perspective

 through Paul's teachings, notably in 1 Corinthians 15. Paul emphasizes the

significance of physical resurrection, arguing that Jesus' bodily resurrection

is integral to Christian faith. He references established traditions and

contrasts prevalent Greco-Roman beliefs—where the soul's immortality was

favored—with Jewish traditions that embraced physical resurrection. Paul

posits Jesus as the "first-fruits" of resurrection, suggesting that all believers

will share in this physical transformation. He stresses that without the reality

of resurrection, the Christian faith would collapse.
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In Explaining Physical Resurrection, Paul offers metaphors, likening the

 body to seeds that undergo transformation when buried, thereby affirming

continuity between the earthly and resurrected states. The redemption

process promises believers an imperishable, glorious body, reinforcing the

significance of physicality in salvation.

The Role of Creation in Redemption extends the scope of redemption

 beyond individuals to all of creation, indicating a collaborative relationship

in God's restoration plan. Paul acknowledges human actions' corruptive

effects on creation but assures that God's intention is for a redemptive

renewal rather than a complete eradication of the material world.

Various Textual Evidence of Resurrection highlights Jesus' affirmations

 of physical resurrection through His dialogues with the Sadducees and

teachings in the Gospels. Support from other New Testament figures, like

Peter and John, further solidifies the idea that resurrection includes both

physical and spiritual renewal.

The doctrine of redemption is supported by insights from Early Church

 Fathers, such as Clement and Ignatius, who advocate for the

 resurrection of the body, viewing salvation as an integrative process that

unifies body and soul in Christ. Their teachings reflect a comprehensive

understanding of redemption encompassing both spiritual and physical

renewal.
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Justin Martyr's Defense of Resurrection provides a notable counter to

 Greek philosophical perspectives that diminish the importance of physical

resurrection. He ardently defends the belief in God’s creative power,

asserting that resurrection is a possibility due to divine action.

In the Summary and Distinctions section, the narrative contrasts

 traditional materials' emphasis on the material and spiritual restoration of

humanity with alternative theological perspectives that often prioritize the

spiritual realm to the exclusion of the physical. The promise of a new

heavens and a new earth signifies a holistic redemption that affirms

humanity's full essence and the integrity of creation. Later creeds reaffirm

the traditional belief in the tangible resurrection and life beyond, solidifying

foundational Christian doctrines.

Finally, Study Questions are posed to provoke further contemplation on

 the extent of salvation, its textual prevalence, the centrality of resurrection

in traditional beliefs, and the significant disparities between traditional and

alternative theological frameworks. These queries invite readers to reflect on

the robust narrative surrounding human redemption and its implications for

both the individual and the cosmos.
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Chapter 12: 12. Jesus’ Death: Knowledge, Sin, and
Salvation, Part 1

### Summary: Jesus' Death: Knowledge, Sin, and Salvation, Part 1

This chapter delves into the multifaceted understanding of Jesus' work and

its implications for salvation, drawing on traditional interpretations and

alternative Gnostic texts. The crux of the chapter is the interplay between

knowledge, sin, and divine enlightenment as keys to understanding Jesus’

mission and sacrifice.

### Jesus' Work in the New Materials

Jesus' work is portrayed as a profound struggle against malevolent spiritual

forces, marking a significant aspect of salvation. Interpretations vary widely;

some focus on the knowledge He imparts, while others emphasize His

actions aimed at addressing human sinfulness.

### The Gospel of Thomas

The Gospel of Thomas presents Jesus' emphasis on secret knowledge,

particularly through His dialogue with Thomas. This text posits that true

spiritual awakening stems from self-awareness. Jesus asserts that the
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kingdom of God is not a distant promise but is currently accessible to those

who understand themselves.

### The Apocryphon of James

This work highlights the necessity of spiritual fulfillment for achieving

healing and ethical living. Here, knowledge emerges as the pathway to the

divine, underscoring a tripartite relationship between faith, love, and

understanding Jesus' message as fundamental for salvation.

### The Apocryphon of John

In this text, salvation is depicted as the illumination of one’s true identity,

aligning with divine truth and transcending ignorance and darkness. Jesus is

viewed as a redeemer, illuminating the path toward salvation and restoring

souls’ connection with the divine.

### Letter to Rheginos (Treatise on the Resurrection)

This correspondence reiterates themes of reconciliation, illustrating Jesus as

the formidable Son of God who triumphs over death. Knowledge and truth

serve as guiding principles toward salvation, stressing their importance in

spiritual journeys.
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### Sophia of Jesus Christ

In this Gnostic text, a resurrected Jesus shares insights into spiritual realities,

suggesting that genuine understanding can reconcile humanity with the

divine. This restoration aims to correct the flaws introduced by Wisdom

Sophia, merging human essence with divine purpose.

### Gospel of Thomas the Contender

This dialogue focuses on self-awareness as a key to enlightenment. Jesus

teaches that recognizing one’s spiritual essence enables a distance from base

desires, fostering a life rooted in true knowledge.

### Gospel of Truth

The Gospel of Truth portrays Jesus as the illuminator of reality, allowing

believers to grasp the nature of existence and their relationship with the

Father through the wisdom He imparts.

### Dialogue of the Savior

This discourse emphasizes the believer's spiritual journey, underscoring faith

and knowledge as crucial elements in uncovering the mysteries of creation

and one’s spiritual origins.
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### Gospel of Philip

Philip conveys the reconciliation achieved through Christ’s life and

teachings, highlighting the redemptive aspect of His message and

symbolizing humanity’s restoration to divine communion.

### Apocalypse of Peter

This text draws a distinction between the eternal and the ephemeral,

focusing on Jesus’ role in unveiling true knowledge. It brings forth profound

implications for humanity’s understanding of existence and spirituality.

### Gospel of the Savior

Echoing Gnostic themes, this work elaborates on the transformative

potential of Jesus' teachings, encouraging followers to interact with spiritual

truths while grappling with the significance of His death and resurrection.

### Tripartite Tractate

This comprehensive dialogue discusses redemption from ignorance and the

diverse paths individuals may take toward spiritual realization. It recognizes

the Savior's pivotal role within both personal and cosmic contexts.
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### Interpretation of Knowledge

This text bridges traditional Christian thought with Gnostic ideas,

highlighting the importance of knowledge as a form of salvation. It seeks to

unify competing ideologies within Christianity while illuminating the

cosmic implications of Jesus’ work.

### Conclusion

Franzmann encapsulates Jesus' mission as one of revelation, enlightenment,

and reconciliation, identifying seven foundational elements defining His

role. His death emerges as a crucial juncture, positioning Him as the ultimate

guide toward spiritual knowledge and liberation.

### Study Questions

1. What central theme about Jesus' work is conveyed across the alternative

materials?

2. Which fundamental elements are associated with Jesus' mission,

according to these texts?

3. What unique perspectives on Jesus' death appear in some Gnostic texts,

and how do they contextualize this within their teachings?
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13. Jesus’ Death: Knowledge, Sin,
and Salvation, Part 2

Jesus’ Death: Knowledge, Sin, and Salvation, Part 2 - Summary

This chapter delves into the profound significance of Jesus’ actions,

knowledge, and the concept of sin, examining whether Jesus merely offers

humanity a path or fulfills a greater divine purpose. Central to this

discussion is Romans 3:21–26, where the Apostle Paul articulates that God’s

righteousness is accessible through faith in Jesus, emphasizing that all

people have sinned and require justification—an unearned grace provided

through Jesus' sacrifice. This act embodies the very essence of the Law and

the Prophets, addressing humanity's sinfulness and allowing believers to

attain righteousness.

Moving forward, the text emphasizes faith and justification. According to

Paul, salvation springs from faith in Jesus' work, which compels believers to

acknowledge their sinful nature instead of searching for an innate divine

spark. Jesus acts as the remedy for sin, guiding humanity towards a spiritual

existence, while underscoring the human inability to seek God through

personal means. His role provides access to righteousness that individuals

cannot attain on their own.
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Further highlighting the theme of reconciliation, 2 Corinthians 5:18–20

specifies that sin serves as the primary barrier to God, rather than mere

ignorance. Paul's letters affirm that Christ died for the ungodly, reinforcing

the sacrificial nature of His death as a payment for sin and a pathway to

redemption.

The chapter transitions to the significance of the Lord's Supper, where

various accounts of the Last Supper illuminate its role within early Christian

communities as a memorial of Jesus' sacrifice. The Eucharist represents both

His death and the covenantal promise of forgiveness, a theme echoed in

Paul’s writings and the Synoptic Gospels.

Covenant language permeates early Christian texts, establishing a

foundational understanding of Jesus' work against the backdrop of sin.

Influential figures like Clement and Ignatius, known as the Apostolic

Fathers, bolster this idea, emphasizing the sacrificial significance of Jesus'

death for salvation and highlighting the diversity of interpretations regarding

His work.

The dimension of sacrifice is further explored through texts like those of

Justin Martyr, who ties Jesus’ work to prophetic fulfillment and atonement.

This consistent tradition of viewing Jesus’ death as sacrificial is critical for

understanding both individual faith and communal worship within early

Christianity.
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The chapter also contrasts traditional materials with newer interpretations,

outlining the overlapping themes of reconciliation and spiritual knowledge

while noting key distinctions in how sin and salvation are perceived.

Traditional sources emphasize Jesus’ death as essential for atonement—a

perspective that is often muted in alternative Christian texts, which tend to

focus on self-discovery and spiritual enlightenment.

In conclusion, this exploration reveals that the understanding of Jesus'

sacrificial death remains a cornerstone of traditional Christian faith, rooted

in apostolic teachings, and sharply contrasts contemporary interpretations

that lean towards individual self-realization rather than collective

redemption through Christ's atoning sacrifice.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14. Conclusion: The New School,
the Missing Gospels, Alternative Christianities, and
Orthodoxy

Chapter Fourteen of the text reflects on the evolving landscape of early

 Christianity, particularly in light of the discoveries made in the Nag

Hammadi texts. These ancient manuscripts have unveiled a multitude of

early Christian expressions that challenge the long-held doctrines of

orthodox Christianity. A faction known as the "new school," drawing

influence from theologian Walter Bauer, argues for the inclusion of these

diverse viewpoints that were largely marginalized in historical narratives.

The Contributions and the Limitations of New School Claims

Contributions:  

The new school has offered several important insights into early Christian

studies:

1. Alternative Beliefs: It has highlighted various expressions of

 Christian thought during the second century, which played a crucial role in

the formation of orthodox Christianity in subsequent centuries.
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2. Complexity of Early Christianity: The movement emphasizes the

 intricate nature of the early religious landscape, shedding light on the

debates and controversies reflected in the writings of early church fathers.

  

3. Regional Diversity: New school scholars demonstrate that different

 geographical areas fostered unique interpretations of Christianity,

suggesting a more pluralistic early church than previously acknowledged.

  

4. Reevaluation of Early Identity: As a result, historians are encouraged

 to rethink the identity of early Christianity before the establishment of a

consolidated New Testament canon.

Limitations:  

Despite these contributions, the new school also exhibits significant flaws:

1. Undervaluation of Traditional Sources: Proponents often

 underestimate the value of traditional texts, which are historically our most

reliable connection to the beliefs of the early Christian community.

  

2. Failure to Acknowledge Doctrinal Differences: They tend to overlook

 crucial doctrinal disagreements that existed within early Christianity,

thereby oversimplifying the relationship between alternative sects and

mainstream teachings.
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3. Superficial Argument for Variety: The new school’s assertions of

 diversity can sometimes lack a nuanced understanding of why traditional

teachings held historical authority.

Conclusion: Who Deserves the Makeover?

The chapter concludes by asserting that orthodox Christianity is not merely a

product of later theological developments but is deeply rooted in the

teachings attributed to the apostles during the formative years. While the

Nag Hammadi texts enrich our understanding by showcasing non-orthodox

ideas, these texts largely reflect beliefs that diverged from the earliest

authorized beliefs of the church rather than redefining Christianity. As such,

the chapter posits that it is the new school's approach that may require

reevaluation rather than an overhaul of Christianity itself.

Study Questions:  

To facilitate understanding and further exploration of the themes, the chapter

presents several study questions designed to provoke critical thinking:

1. What specific contributions has the new school made to the study of early

Christianity?
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2. What are the primary criticisms or issues identified within the new

school’s arguments?

3. In what ways do traditional sources maintain an advantage over

alternative texts regarding historical continuity?

4. What essential beliefs did early orthodoxy affirm, and which notions were

consistently rejected?

5. Is there substantial evidence to support the existence of a wide spectrum

of views in early Christianity, and what sources document this diversity?

6. What factors contributed to the eventual exclusion of certain texts by

traditionalist Christians?

7. Should the historical narrative of early Christianity be revised given new

findings, and what are the implications of this inquiry? 

This chapter serves as a sophisticated examination of the interplay between

alternative and orthodox Christianities and calls for a careful consideration

of historical sources to accurately understand the roots of Christian faith.
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