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About the book

In "The Moth," curated by Catherine Burns, readers are invited into a rich

tapestry of storytelling that reflects the vibrant community and diverse

voices behind the celebrated platform, The Moth. Originating from intimate

gatherings on a porch in small-town Georgia, The Moth has since evolved

into a national phenomenon known for its poignant and often humorous

narratives, shared through a widely popular podcast and an award-winning

radio show.

This anthology encompasses fifty compelling stories that capture the essence

of true experiences, ranging from lighthearted moments to profound

reflections. For instance, Malcolm Gladwell shares a comedic blunder

during a wedding toast, revealing the unexpected pressures of public

speaking. Rapper Darryl "DMC" McDaniels reflects on how a Sarah

McLachlan song resonates deeply with his life journey, showcasing the

emotional power music has in personal storytelling.

The collection also features high-stakes narratives, such as poker champion

Annie Duke’s gamble that not only tests her skills but also her resolve and

instincts. A.E. Hotchner recounts his thrilling adventure with literary legend

Ernest Hemingway, who was known for his adventurous spirit and

larger-than-life personality, as they navigate the chaotic energy of a bullring.

Additionally, Joe Lockhart shares a gripping account of a late-night
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escapade in Moscow, illustrating the intrigue and tension of navigating

unfamiliar territories.

With its blend of heartfelt humor and rich, personal tales, this anthology

serves as a tribute to the art of storytelling that resonates with both fans of

The Moth and newcomers alike. Each story invites readers to reflect on their

own experiences, demonstrating the universal nature of storytelling in

connecting us all.
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About the author

Catherine Burns, the artistic director of The Moth, plays a pivotal role in

transforming personal storytelling into a celebrated art form. Under her

guidance, The Moth has flourished as an inclusive platform showcasing

stories from individuals across a wide spectrum of experiences. Burns'

commitment to storytelling is evident in her editorial work on several

acclaimed anthologies, including "The Moth: 50 True Stories," "The Moth

Presents All These Wonders," and "The Moth Presents Occasional Magic."

These collections reflect a diverse range of narratives, emphasizing the

power of personal experience and the universal truths that can emerge from

individual lives. 

In her chapters, Burns often intertwines anecdotes from different storytellers,

revealing the common threads that bind us all, such as love, loss, triumph,

and vulnerability. Through her engaging prose, she not only highlights the

unique voices featured on The Moth stage but also provides insights into the

art of storytelling itself, exploring its significance in human connection and

cultural expression. As she navigates through various themes and tales,

Burns invites readers to appreciate the richness of personal narratives,

making a compelling case for why they matter in our shared human

experience.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Innocents Abroad

Chapter 1 Summary: The Moth by Catherine Burns

Introduction to Infinity and Reality  

In the opening, Janna Levin, an astrophysicist, shares her deep-seated

fascination with the cosmos and the intricate nature of reality. She reflects

on Einstein’s paradox concerning infinity, which suggests a universe that,

while finite, harbors endless possibilities, such as paths that could lead one

back to their starting point. This theme of returning—both physically and

emotionally—sets the stage for Levin's personal journey.

Meeting Warren  

While pursuing her research at Berkeley in San Francisco, Levin encounters

Warren, an eccentric and self-described obsessive-compulsive individual

from Manchester. Though he lacks formal education and leads a somewhat

chaotic life, Warren's passion for music and intense demeanor draw Levin in,

creating a compelling contrast to her structured world of astrophysics.

The Relationship Unfolds  
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As their relationship blossoms, Levin and Warren find refuge in their diverse

interests—her scientific ambitions and his musical inclinations provide them

with a shared escape. Despite Reynolds dips—nervously navigating societal

expectations—Warren’s impromptu decision to move in with her introduces

an exhilarating yet daunting shift in their lives.

Challenges in England  

With Levin's fellowship concluding, they prepare for a significant life

change as they move to England. Warren's resistance meets Levin's

commitment to their bond, which takes precedence over logistical concerns.

Their subsequent struggles with poverty and uncertainty unfold as they adapt

to life in Brighton, until Levin secures a new fellowship at Cambridge.

Growth Amidst Turmoil  

At Cambridge, Levin's work focuses on groundbreaking black hole research,

but their relationship begins to fray under the weight of academic pressures

and the relentless bleak weather. Despite a passionate connection, their

divergent paths lead to emotional detachment as they prioritize personal

goals over their shared bond.

The Breaking Point  
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As the harsh winter descends, the couple faces mounting despair,

culminating in a painful breakup. Levin seeks refuge in her academic work,

striving to channel her heartbreak into productivity, while Warren retreats,

overwhelmed by his own struggles.

Aftermath and Reflection  

In the aftermath of their separation, Levin grapples with profound feelings of

loss and inadequacy, taking shelter in a warehouse in London. Her writing

becomes a source of healing, providing an avenue for self-reflection on her

past relationship with Warren and the emotional complexities of their shared

time together.

Reunion and New Beginnings  

Years later, a serendipitous encounter in San Francisco rekindles Levin and

Warren’s connection, evoking nostalgia and warmth. Their paths converge

anew, leading to a reconciliation that culminates in marriage and the joy of

parenthood, despite the challenges posed by their son’s rare medical

condition. This chapter emphasizes the unpredictable nature of relationships

and the intersections of personal and scientific journeys.

Final Thoughts  
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In reflecting on her tumultuous journey, Levin emerges transformed by her

experiences with love, loss, and the pursuit of knowledge. The chapter

concludes with a sense of continuity, portraying her child as a testament to

the enduring connection between the chaotic realms of personal life and the

structured world of mathematics and science.
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Chapter 2 Summary: In the Trenches

### Chapter 2 Summary

Damien Echols: Life After Death  

Damien Echols vividly recounts his harrowing experience on death row,

where he endured profound abuse, particularly during his 18 torturous days

in solitary confinement, known as "the Hole." Here, he faced both physical

beatings and denial of basic needs, which escalated until a concerned deacon

intervened, advocating for his transfer to a regular cell due to fears for his

safety. Damien reflects on his troubled childhood, raised in poverty, where

literature and music were his refuge. Wrongfully convicted at age 18 of a

grisly crime, he became a victim of a flawed justice system that exploited his

interests to paint him as guilty. His nearly two-decade-long nightmare on

death row included inadequate legal representation and a burdensome

appeals process, highlighting the systemic failings that almost cost him his

life.

Ari Handel: Don’t Fall in Love with Your Monkey  

In a compelling narrative, Ari Handel shares his experiences as a young

graduate student studying a monkey named Santiago. Initially filled with joy
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and discovery, their relationship soon faced challenges, especially in earning

Santiago’s trust. As their bond deepened, Ari encountered ethical dilemmas

related to the emotional complexities of training an animal. He narrates a

crucial incident when Santiago resisted his attempts to train him, shedding

light on the struggle for power and the mutual understanding that developed

through their relationship, further complicating his scientific objectives.

Anoid Latipovna Rakhmatyllaeva: Tajik Sonata  

Anoid recounts her life as a piano teacher amidst the chaos of civil war in

Tajikistan. Each day, she embarks on a precarious journey to work,

witnessing the pain and disappearance of familiar faces in her community.

Despite the turmoil, she clings to hope for her family’s safety. A tense

moment arises when soldiers threaten her cherished classroom, underscoring

the vulnerability of art when confronted with violence. This poignant

narrative captures the resilience required to maintain one's passion for music

in dire circumstances.

Joe Lockhart: Impeachment Day  

Joe Lockhart provides an insider's view of his time as White House press

secretary during President Bill Clinton's impeachment trials. His narrative

details the charged atmosphere of political maneuvering, where he learned to

balance the immediate demands of the press with ongoing international
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crises, such as military actions in Iraq. Through a series of intense events,

Lockhart illustrates the difficulties of maintaining integrity and credibility

during one of the most tumultuous chapters in American political history.

Wayne Reece: Easter in a Texas Roadhouse  

Wayne Reece shares a personal story from his seminary days when a car fuel

mishap led him to a late-night adventure in a rural Texas roadhouse. As he

connects with local patrons over a game of pool, he weaves tales of Easter,

enriching both his sermon and his understanding of ministry. This

unexpected camaraderie fosters a deeper sense of fellowship and transforms

his perspective on community.

Richard Price: Bicycle Safety on Essex  

Richard Price’s narrative centers on a police incident involving a black man

and a white boy on a bicycle, revealing the intricate dynamics of race and

law enforcement. Through his observations, he sheds light on the

assumptions and biases that influence both officers and the community,

emphasizing how systemic prejudice can complicate everyday interactions.

This poignant scrutiny draws attention to the need for greater awareness in

addressing societal perceptions.

Jon Levin: Elevator ER  
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Jon Levin narrates an intense emergency room experience that unfolds when

a patient is transported in a malfunctioning elevator. This chaotic situation

forces him to transition from a state of detachment to one of profound

responsibility, as he grapples with life-or-death decisions. In the aftermath,

Jon reflects on how this event reshaped his understanding of his role in

healthcare, marking a significant turning point in his professional identity.

Annie Duke: The Big Things You Don’t Do  

Annie Duke shares a defining experience during a high-stakes poker

tournament, confronting intense pressure and self-doubt in a traditionally

male-dominated arena. Through internal struggles about her abilities, she

learns the importance of strategic decision-making, particularly the courage

to fold when necessary. This pivotal moment not only leads to her ultimate

victory but also catalyzes a transformation in her confidence, solidifying her

status in the competitive world of poker.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Coming Home

### Chapter 3 Summary

Michael Massimino: A View of the Earth  

In 1984, inspired by the film *The Right Stuff*, Michael Massimino

rekindled his childhood aspiration of becoming an astronaut. After years of

perseverance, he achieved his dream in 1996 when selected for NASA's

astronaut program. On May 17, 2009, he faced a monumental challenge

during a spacewalk to repair the Hubble Space Telescope. Confronted by a

stripped screw, he felt the weight of isolation in the vastness of space.

However, his crewmates provided vital support, and, after overcoming

formidable technical obstacles, he successfully restored the telescope. This

experience granted him a profound perspective of Earth, envisioning it as a

shared spaceship amidst the cosmos, deepening his understanding of unity

amid the universe's chaos.

Kimberly Reed: Life Flight  

Amid the emotional turmoil of her father needing a liver transplant,

Kimberly Reed races home to spend what little time she has left with him.

As her family navigates grief and transition, Kimberly confronts her identity,
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having transitioned from male to female. This period of loss compels her to

seek reconnection with her brothers, despite the weight of shared sorrow.

Ultimately, she finds courage to share her truth, striving to re-establish her

role within the family and navigate the complexities of her journey amidst

the backdrop of familial change.

Darryl "DMC" McDaniels: Angel  

Darryl McDaniels, known as DMC from the pioneering hip-hop group

Run-DMC, opens up about a dark chapter in his life, marked by depression

and suicidal thoughts, despite his fame. Discovering solace in Sarah

McLachlan's music, he navigates his inner turmoil and comes to terms with

his identity, particularly following his revelation of being adopted. This

self-discovery propels him to channel his challenges into uplifting music,

ultimately leading to a heartfelt collaboration with McLachlan, showcasing

how vulnerability can inspire resilience.

George Dawes Green: The House That Sherman Didn't Burn  

George shares a poignant family legend about Treutlen Hall, their ancestral

home during the Civil War, which survived Sherman's troops' destructive

march. This tale encapsulates the complex emotions intertwined with

Southern heritage—reflecting both pride and grief for their family history.

As Treutlen Hall eventually succumbs to destruction, George is left
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grappling with mixed feelings of loss and connection, emblematic of the

complicated legacies we inherit, and how they shape our understanding of

identity and belonging.

Sherman “O.T.” Powell: Cocktails in Attica  

Sherman recounts his harrowing experience in Attica prison following a

drug conviction. Initially overwhelmed by fear and isolation, he adapts by

becoming the prison's "waterman" and later harnessing his ingenuity to brew

hooch for extra supplies. While his entrepreneurial endeavors yield fleeting

success, they also attract trouble when he's caught making wine. Reflecting

on his time in prison leads Sherman to prioritize compliance over defiance,

marking a significant turning point as he prepares for a fresh start upon his

release, hoping to reform and reshape his future.

Ed Gavagan: Whatever Doesn’t Kill Me  

After surviving a brutal, near-fatal attack, Ed Gavagan awakens in a hospital,

facing the shadows of trauma and the scars it has left behind. Struggling

with PTSD and the threat of losing his home and business, he finds support

from a compassionate friend who stands by him during his struggles. As he

begins to rebuild his life, Ed recognizes the importance of transforming his

outlook on the future. Through a journey of resilience, he proposes to his

friend, embodying hope and the possibility of love after experiencing
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profound hardship. His story illustrates the urge to rediscover purpose and

rebuild a life filled with meaning.
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Chapter 4: Generations

In Chapter 4 of "The Moth" by Catherine Burns, a series of reflective

 personal narratives explore the intricacies of family dynamics, identity, and

the transitions that define personal growth.

Adam Gopnik: The Changing Relationship with His Son  

Adam Gopnik begins by cherishing his close bond with his son, Luke, as

they share a passion for hockey and enjoy life in Paris. However, as Luke

nears adolescence, Adam feels a poignant shift in their relationship, marked

by his sense of impending loss. Despite the growing distance typical of this

developmental stage, Adam discovers a new way to communicate with Luke

through instant messaging. Their exchanges, often concluding with playful

"LOL" messages, become a vital link, embodying their love and laughter

despite occasional misunderstandings.

Marvin Gelfand: A Story of Immigrant Roots  

Next, Marvin Gelfand recounts his upbringing in Brooklyn as the child of

immigrants, providing insights into the protective nature of his parents and

their sacrifices. Gelfand's story emphasizes the challenges faced by

immigrant families, illustrating how these struggles shaped his childhood

and fostered his passion for education. His journey towards independence
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highlights the lasting influence of his past and the resilience required to

navigate life’s challenges.

Paul Nurse: Uncovering Family Secrets  

Renowned geneticist Paul Nurse shares a transformative revelation regarding

his family history. After his mother discloses her illegitimacy and the

mystery surrounding his father, Nurse is prompted to reflect deeply on his

sense of self in contrast to his family. This unexpected knowledge sparks

discussions about identity and belonging, forcing him to confront how these

revelations intertwine with his professional achievements and personal

journey.

Steve Osborne: The Mug Shot Incident  

Former NYPD officer Steve Osborne recounts a chilling experience while

tracking a fugitive named Hector. Upon learning of Hector's death, Osborne

grapples with feelings of loss and regret, especially as he witnesses Hector’s

mother's despair. This poignant episode urges Osborne to recognize the

humanity behind crime, showing how one’s profession can lead to profound

insights about the lives affected by law enforcement decisions.

Erin Barker: The Complexities of Family Dynamics  
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In her narrative, twelve-year-old Erin Barker faces the upheaval following

the announcement of her mother’s pregnancy amid her parents’ crumbling

marriage. This revelation brings forth a swirl of emotions, including

resentment and confusion about her changing family dynamics. As Erin

navigates her struggles, her journey ultimately emphasizes the evolution of

familial love, culminating in a strengthened bond as she embraces the new

presence of her sister.

Edgar Oliver: Growing Up in a Unique Environment  

Edgar Oliver shares a glimpse into his peculiar childhood in Savannah,

shaped by his mother’s eccentricities and fears. Despite the challenges, his

upbringing is marked by creativity and adventurous rituals, providing him a

lens through which to view his environment. Oliver's tale highlights how

these formative experiences are essential in shaping one's identity and

understanding of family.

Ellie Lee: The Journey to Motherhood  

Ellie Lee reveals her heartfelt journey as a young mother who chooses

adoption for her child. Faced with her own turbulent past, she opts for open

adoption, seeking to create a safe and nurturing environment for her son.

Lee’s narrative traces her path of healing and personal growth, as she builds

a cooperative relationship with his adoptive parents, illustrating the
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transformative power of love and acceptance. 

Carly Johnstone: Embracing Change and Acceptance  

Carly Johnstone shares her evolution from being a troubled teenager to

becoming a more prepared mother following her decision to place her child

for adoption. Confronted by feelings of guilt and loss, she gradually learns to

embrace new familial bonds and transform her life. Her story celebrates

resilience and the beauty of community, spotlighting the significance of

acceptance in one's journey toward healing and connection.

Collectively, these narratives illuminate the profound effects of familial

relationships, individual choices, and the paths we navigate in the pursuit of

understanding ourselves and others.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Shot Through the Heart

Summary of "The Moth" - Chapter 5

In this chapter, a diverse collection of personal narratives unfolds, each

revealing the profound impact of life-changing experiences related to

trauma, loss, and the complexities of human connection.

Sebastian Junger's War Experiences  

Sebastian Junger reflects on his transformation from a disillusioned young

man in a wealthy suburb to a war correspondent at thirty-one. His decision

to report from the front lines during the civil war in Bosnia marks a pivotal

moment in his life. One of the most searing experiences he recounts is

witnessing the death of a young girl in Kosovo, a poignant incident that

crystallizes the brutality of war and its emotional toll on those who witness

it.

Encounters with Mortality  

In Sierra Leone, Junger faces a harrowing near-death experience when his

vehicle is ambushed by rebels. This encounter with mortality leaves him

feeling hollow, emphasizing the surreal nature of experiencing imminent
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danger. Through these experiences, he learns about the duality of fear and

bravery, as well as the strong emotional bonds that can develop among

soldiers in the face of chaos.

Documenting War at Restrepo  

Junger's journey continues as he collaborates with photographer Tim

Hetherington on the acclaimed documentary "Restrepo," which chronicles

life within an American outpost in Afghanistan. The film captures the

ambivalence of war—an amalgamation of excitement mixed with profound

sadness that resonates with viewers long after the credits roll.

Loss and Understanding  

Tragedy deepens when Hetherington is killed in Libya, prompting Junger to

confront his grief and the weight of loss. He reflects on a Vietnam veteran's

somber observation regarding the nature of war—the painful inevitability of

losing comrades. This insight marks a significant evolution in Junger's

understanding of the sacrifices involved in warfare.

Andy Christie's Therapy Session  

In a poignant narrative, Andy Christie shares an unusual therapy session

with his therapist, Phyllis, who reveals she is battling cancer. This revelation
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alters their dynamic, prompting Christie to navigate his feelings of

vulnerability and intimacy. Following her passing, he grapples with the

missed opportunities to express his care and concern, highlighting the depth

of their emotional connection.

Malcolm Gladwell's Unforgettable Song  

Malcolm Gladwell recounts a cherished friendship with Craig, filled with

shared humor and camaraderie. The relationship, however, faces strain after

Craig marries Leigh, shifting the dynamics between the friends. A poorly

timed song performance at Craig's wedding creates a rift that ultimately

leads to the dissolution of their friendship, underscoring the fragility of

connections forged over years.

Cynthia Riggs's Unexpected Romance  

Cynthia Riggs shares her journey of rediscovery when she reconnects with

Howie, an old acquaintance, after sixty-two years. Their exchange of letters,

blossoming into a romantic connection, helps Riggs confront her past while

reigniting her sense of joy and self-worth. Their relationship transcends time

and distance, showcasing the enduring nature of love.

Ophira Eisenberg’s Accident Memory  
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Ophira Eisenberg reflects on a traumatic childhood car accident that claimed

the life of her friend Adrienne. Her narrative explores the echoes of grief she

experiences throughout her childhood and beyond, illustrating her struggle

to process loss while ultimately revealing a journey of resilience and

emotional growth.

Ted Conover’s Insightful Observations in Sing Sing  

Ted Conover provides a glimpse into life at Sing Sing prison, focusing on

the tattoos of inmates and the stories they signify. His interactions with

Delacruz, a tattooed inmate, reveal the deeper narratives that tattoos

represent—connecting themes of identity, humanity, and the unique

expressions of prisoners within the confines of incarceration.

Together, these narratives intertwine trauma and connection, offering a rich

exploration of how individuals navigate loss and relationships during pivotal

moments in their lives. Through their distinct experiences, the chapter

masterfully illustrates the complexity of human emotions in times of crisis

and transformation.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Carpe Diem

Chapter 6 Summary

This chapter presents a mosaic of personal narratives, each woven with

themes of resilience, identity, and the complexities of human relationships. 

Matthew McGough: My First Day with the Yankees  

Matthew McGough reflects on his childhood ambition to be a batboy for the

New York Yankees, sparked by witnessing a young batboy’s blunders during

a game in 1991. After writing to the team and persistently following up, he

secures an interview and ultimately lands the job in 1992. His first day in the

chaotic clubhouse overwhelms him, but a light-hearted interaction with his

idol, Don Mattingly, who jokingly sends him on a quest for a bat stretcher,

helps ease his nerves. Through a series of comical misadventures, McGough

learns that dreams can be achieved with persistence and a dash of luck.

Jeffery Rudell: Under the Influence  

Jeffery Rudell shares his poignant journey of coming out as gay to his

family. Initially met with calmness that quickly shifts to distance and

silence, he experiences deep emotional turmoil. In his quest to regain his
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parents' acceptance, Rudell seeks therapy, which ultimately aids him in

processing their rejection. Over time, he embraces forgiveness and learns to

open himself to love from others, reflecting on the intricate dynamics of

familial affection and the need for patience in healing.

Elna Baker: Yes Means Yes?  

Elna Baker, a 24-year-old Mormon navigating life in New York City,

humorously recounts her struggle to balance societal expectations with her

own desires, particularly concerning her virginity. An eye-opening moment

occurs when she tries on a vintage slip that boosts her confidence, prompting

her to embrace opportunities that lead to unexpected adventures. However,

her journey also involves grappling with the nature of love and desire as she

develops feelings for someone, all while striving to maintain her religious

convictions.

James Braly: One Last Family Photo  

James Braly reflects on the family tensions that arise during his sister

Kathy’s final moments in hospice care, juxtaposed with preparations for her

wedding to Roger. The reunion reveals long-standing grievances among

family members, forcing Braly to confront the emotional complexities of

love, loss, and legacy in the face of impending farewell. As they come

together for the wedding, he recognizes the crucial role of connection and
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the memories they create together.

Tristan Jimerson: A Dish Best Served Cold  

Tristan Jimerson narrates his ordeal with identity theft that drastically alters

his life. Upon discovering the theft, he embarks on an investigative journey

that leads to uncovering the perpetrator's identity. Collaborating with law

enforcement, Jimerson transforms from being a passive victim to an active

investigator, culminating in a sense of empowerment and the realization that

facing challenges directly fosters resilience.

Aimee Mullins: A Work in Progress  

Aimee Mullins shares her inspiring journey of self-acceptance as a woman

with prosthetic legs, evolving from childhood insecurities to a confident

athlete and model. Embracing her unique identity, she emphasizes the

importance of celebrating differences and highlights how self-acceptance has

enabled her to find joy in her achievements and redefine what it means to be

extraordinary.

Nathan Englander: Unhooked  

Nathan Englander recounts his transformative experience during a study

abroad trip that coincides with the fall of the Berlin Wall. His journey from
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Jerusalem to Berlin is marked by anxiety and reflections on freedom, yet

also filled with moments of kindness from strangers. As he navigates

uncertainties, Englander contemplates the themes of unity and reconciliation

that emerge in the wake of such a historic event, underscoring the

significance of cross-cultural connections.

Wanda Bullard: The Small Town Prisoner  

Wanda Bullard shares a heartfelt story about her father, George Bullard, who

demonstrates compassion by reaching out to a young prisoner in need.

Defying strict duty, he chooses to believe in the young man’s potential for

goodness, illustrating the importance of kindness and faith within small

communities. 

Together, these narratives illustrate the diverse tapestry of human

experience, highlighting how individuals confront adversity, navigate

identity, and cherish the connections that enrich their lives amidst life's

challenges.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Save Me

Chapter 7 Summary: The Moth by Catherine Burns

In this chapter, multiple authors share powerful personal narratives that

explore themes of grief, resilience, identity, and connection in the face of

adversity.

Kemp Powers: The Past Wasn’t Done with Me  

Kemp reflects on his life, marked by anxiety and fear following his move to

Chicago amid his father's cancer struggle and his daughter's health issues.

The weight of a tragic childhood event looms over him—accidentally

shooting his best friend, Henry, an incident that haunts him with guilt and

nightmares. Although he received forgiveness from Henry's family, Kemp

feels a continuous obligation to honor Henry's memory, which manifests as a

cautious and anxious adulthood. The confrontation with potential loss of his

daughter forces Kemp to address his suppressed trauma. Seeking therapy, he

begins to untangle his guilt and understand that while he cannot alter the

past, he can shape a brighter future for his children. Through this journey, he

rediscovers joy while maintaining a deep respect for Henry’s legacy.

Jenny Allen: Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow  
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As Jenny faces cancer treatment, the impending loss of her hair due to

chemotherapy becomes a significant emotional hurdle. She grapples with

how to maintain her identity during this trying time, contemplating whether

to use a wig or a scarf. A meaningful encounter with Ruth, a dentist friend

also battling cancer, encourages Jenny to rethink her approach to her own

baldness. Exploring a wig store, she is struck by the commercialization of

wigs, leading her to ultimately embrace her baldness as an authentic

expression of her journey. Instead of a wig, she opts for scarves, celebrating

her connection with other women facing similar struggles. Through these

shared experiences, Jenny finds camaraderie and a sense of community that

transcends the challenges posed by illness.

Joyce Maynard: The One Good Man  

Joyce navigates a tumultuous period marked by her mother's death and her

divorce. Seeking solace, she begins corresponding with "Grizzly," a man

imprisoned due to severe mistakes in his past. Their letters reveal a growing

emotional intimacy, where Joyce believes she may have found a good man

despite Grizzly's violent history. However, her fascination crumbles when

she uncovers the truth of his crime—a murder. This revelation prompts

Joyce to end their correspondence, causing her to reflect on the complexities

of emotional attachment and the precarious balance between love and

danger.
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Stephanie Summerville: Life Support  

In her twenties, Stephanie battles through a joyless hometown and a quest

for belonging. She relocates to a historically Black college in Atlanta, only

to face homelessness and disappointment. With resilience, she takes up a

caregiver position for terminally ill patients, hoping for a fresh start. Her

first assignment proves challenging, requiring her to provide care in a

prejudiced environment. Yet, these hardships lead Stephanie to forge

meaningful connections, highlighting the transformative power of empathy

and kindness. Through the lens of caregiving, she learns to change

perceptions and navigate her own struggles, finding purpose in her efforts to

uplift others.

Jenifer Hixson: Where There’s Smoke  

After escaping an abusive relationship, Jenifer finds herself in an unfamiliar

neighborhood where she meets another woman experiencing a parallel

struggle. Over shared cigarettes, they bond over their vulnerabilities,

exchanging stories that reflect their resilience and desire to escape their

situations. Despite the temporary nature of their connection, Jenifer unearths

a newfound strength, emboldened to confront her reality and embrace her

journey towards freedom.
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Brian Finkelstein: Perfect Moments  

Volunteering at a suicide hotline, Brian becomes acutely aware of the heavy

emotional burdens borne by distressed callers. His connection with a caller

named Amy reveals the depths of her despair, culminating in a shocking

moment as she confides her intent to end her life. Brian's desperate push to

get her help leaves a lasting impact, haunting him as he learns of her

subsequent overdose. This traumatic experience illuminates the fragile

beauty of life’s moments and the profound weight of unrealized potential,

shaping his understanding of resilience in the face of adversity.

Faye Lane: Fireworks from Above  

Faye reflects on her transition from aspiring performer to flight attendant,

initially drawn by the allure of customer service. However, she soon

confronts the challenges posed by rude passengers and the demanding airline

industry. Through these trials, she discovers the joy in forging connections

with travelers, each with their own unique stories. Faye learns to embrace

humanity amidst the hustle of her role, turning her day-to-day experiences

into cherished moments of gratitude and connection, ultimately harmonizing

her dreams with the realities of her job.

Mike DeStefano: Franny’s Last Ride  
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In a moving tribute, Mike shares his love story with Franny, whom he met

during rehab amidst the tumult of health crises due to AIDS. As Franny

battles severe complications, Mike endeavors to create joyful experiences

together, culminating in a poignant motorcycle ride on his Harley. This

moment epitomizes their love and the shared desire to find happiness despite

overwhelming challenges. Mike's commitment to honoring Franny's

memory becomes a source of strength as he grapples with grief, aspiring to

live fully and carry their love forward, even in the face of devastating loss.

Through these narratives, readers are invited to examine the intersections of

love, loss, resilience, and the human spirit, highlighting the strength found in

vulnerability and community.
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Chapter 8: Dates, Locations, and Directors of the
Original Performances of the Stories

In Chapter 8, titled "Original Performances Overview," a structured account

 of various storytelling performances is presented, showcasing the rich

tapestry of themes and artistic expression that have emerged in this vibrant

medium. 

The chapter opens with a comprehensive list of performances, detailing the

titles of the stories, their directors, dates, and venues. Notable premieres

include *Life on a Möbius Strip*, directed by Catherine Burns, which

debuted on June 4, 2011, and *Mission to India*, directed by Meg Bowles,

which premiered on May 31, 2012. Additionally, *Notes on an Exorcism*,

also directed by Burns, was performed on October 29, 2008. These

performances took place at distinguished venues such as The Players and

Cooper Union, as well as various locations throughout New York City,

emphasizing the city's role as a hub for storytelling.

The chapter continues to explore the diverse themes represented in these

performances, which range from profound explorations of love and the

complexities of war to lighter, comedic narratives. Esteemed storytellers and

directors like George Dawes Green and A.E. Hotchner have made significant

contributions to the storytelling landscape, enhancing the emotional depth of

each performance.
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Highlighting significant moments in the storytelling journey, the chapter

mentions performances such as *The Day I Became a Matador* and *The

House That Sherman Didn’t Burn*, which captivated audiences and

transported them through varied emotional landscapes. 

Ultimately, this chapter captures the essence of live storytelling,

underscoring the importance of community engagement and the power of

artistic expression in bringing diverse narratives to life. Through these

performances, storytelling becomes not just an art form, but a shared

experience that resonates within the fabric of the community.
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