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About the book

"The Outsiders' by S.E. Hinton vividly portrays the turbulent journey of
14-year-old Ponyboy Curtis as he navigates the deep divide between two
rival groups. the affluent Socs and the struggling Greasers. Proud of his
identity as a Greaser, Ponyboy feels the heavy burden of societal prejudice
and the pressure to stand up for his friends. However, atragic event leads his
friend Johnny to commit an unimaginable act, causing Ponyboy’ s world to
begin unraveling. This heartfelt coming-of-age story delves into themes of
belonging, loyalty, and the shared experience of pain, highlighting that,
despite their differences, al young people yearn for connection and

understanding.
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About the author

S.E. Hinton, born on July 22, 1948, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, is arenowned
American author best recognized for her groundbreaking young adult novel,
"The Outsiders," which was published in 1967 when she was just 16 years
old. Her writing is marked by a genuine portrayal of the struggles and social
Issues faced by teenagers, drawing heavily from her own experiences
growing up in adivided community. Frequently praised for her talent in
articulating the complexities of adolescence, Hinton's works have been
instrumental in shaping the young adult genre, inspiring countless readers
and writers over the years. Through her insightful exploration of themes
such as class conflict, family dynamics, and friendship, she continues to
resonate with audiences and has secured her place as a significant figurein

American literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

Summary of Chapter 1

In the opening chapter of "The Outsiders,” we are introduced to Ponyboy
Curtis, a 14-year-old greaser with light-brown hair and greenish-gray eyes.
He admires tough characters, like Paul Newman. After amovie, he reflects
on hisfamily and friends, particularly contrasting his two brothers: Darry,
the serious caregiver who had to grow up too fast, and Soda, the easygoing
brother who always makes Ponyboy feel loved.

Although Ponyboy enjoys his own company, he is mindful of the dangers of
walking alone; greasers often face attacks from the Socs, the affluent kids
from the West Side. During hiswalk, he notices ared Corvair following him.
Though scared, he attempts to stay calm. However, he soon encounters five
Socs who confront him. Terrified, he tries to defend himself but is quickly
overpowered and injured. Just as the situation intensifies, Darry and the rest

of the gang rush in to save him.

After the confrontation, Ponyboy feels shaken and embarrassed about crying
in front of Darry, who appears tough and unyielding compared to the more
understanding Soda. The bond between the brothersis evident; Soda stands
up for him against Darry's reprimands, highlighting their protective family
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dynamic. As Ponyboy navigates the challenging world of greasers versus
Socs, he also struggles with feelings of inadequacy and alonging for

acceptance.

This chapter emphasizes themes of class struggle, identity, and the
significance of family. Ponyboy's internal conflicts and observations lay the
groundwork for the challenges he and his friends will face in their divided

society.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

Chapter 2 Summary of *The Outsiders*

In this engaging chapter, Ponyboy and Johnny hang out with Dally in their
neighborhood, fully embracing the carefree essence of their greaser lifestyle.
Their evening kicks off with some lighthearted fun at a drugstore before they
make their way to a popular drive-in called The Dingo, notorious for its
rough crowd. At the drive-in, Dally attempts to flirt with two Soc girls,
Cherry and Marcia, but his bold approach backfires, particularly with
Cherry, who firmly stands her ground. In a surprising turn, Johnny defies
Dally to protect Cherry, showcasing unexpected bravery despite his usually

timid demeanor.

As Ponyboy introduces himself to Cherry, he discovers that, despite their
differing backgrounds, they have shared interests. They bond over
discussions about their families, sensing a tentative connection. This
highlights the theme of class conflict; Cherry reveals that Socs have their

own troubles, challenging Ponyboy's assumptions about the rival group.
Asthe night unfolds, the greasers enjoy popcorn at the drive-in, and the

atmosphere initially feels laid-back. However, Ponyboy's recollection of a

traumatic incident involving Johnny—during which he was brutally beaten
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by a group of Socs—casts a shadow over their evening. This memory serves
as a stark reminder of the ongoing tensions between the two groups and the

fear it instills in Johnny, who now carries a switchblade for protection.

Through this experience, Ponyboy realizes that while greasers and Socs lead
different lives, they also face similar struggles. The chapter skillfully
captures the characters' dynamic interactions, their diverse backgrounds, and
the societal issues that persist in their world. It paves the way for exploring
deeper relationships across social divides and the underlying violence that

surrounds them.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3

Chapter 3 Summary

In Chapter 3 of "The Outsiders,”" the narrative picks up after Ponyboy and
his friends attend a movie where they meet two girls, Cherry and Marcia
Concerned about getting home safely, the girls accept Two-Bit's offer for a
ride, and the group begins to bond during the journey. As Ponyboy talks
with them, he starts to see that Socs—the wealthier group—share some
interests, like music, with Greasers—his own group. However, Cherry
underscores the significant emotional and value-based differences that
separate them, illuminating the theme of social class and the distinct

emotional experiences of the two groups.

During their conversation, Ponyboy opens up about personal matters,
including his brother Soda and his beloved horse, Mickey Mouse. This
moment deepens our understanding of Ponyboy's character and highlights
his emotional depth. Just when they start to feel at ease, a blue Mustang—a
symbol of trouble—pulls up, escalating the tension as Randy and Bob, two
Socs, confront them. The situation threatens to turn violent, but Cherry steps
in, expressing her distaste for fighting and urging everyone to leave with the

Socs to avoid conflict.
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After this encounter, Ponyboy reflects on the harsh realities they face. He
engages in a heated discussion with Johnny and Two-Bit about the
unfairness of their lives. His frustration mounts as he recognizes how much
more challenging lifeis for Greasers compared to Socs, who seem to have
everything handed to them. Although Two-Bit triesto bring some levity to

the situation, the tension lingers.

L ater, when Ponyboy arrives home late, he is met with fury from Darry,
who, in amoment of anger, slaps him. This marks a pivotal moment, asit is
the first time Darry has physically harmed him. Feeling unloved and
misunderstood, Ponyboy decides to run away with Johnny. They find a quiet
spot in the chilly night, where they share their fears and feelings, forging a
deep connection. Johnny reveals his sense of isolation, underscoring themes

of friendship and the quest for belonging.

In a moment of vulnerability, the two boys choose to walk rather than hide,
clinging to the hope that their circumstances will eventually improve, even

as the underlying tension about their divided world remains pal pable.
This chapter skillfully explores the complexities of adolescent emotions, the

burden of family expectations, and the harsh realities of social divisions, all

while showcasing the powerful bonds that unite the characters.
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Chapter 4: 4

Chapter 4 Summary

In the early morning hours, Ponyboy and Johnny find themselvesin a
deserted park, hoping to enjoy a moment of peace. Their tranquility is
abruptly interrupted by a blue Mustang, revealing a group of Socs—their
rivals—who seem to be looking for trouble after Johnny and Ponyboy
previoudy spent time with their girls. Despite Johnny's warning, the Socs
approach, and tensions quickly rise. With acohol fueling their aggression,

the boys become surrounded and threatened.

Things take aviolent turn when, in afrantic effort to protect Ponyboy from
drowning, Johnny stabs one of the Socs—Bob—with a switchblade. Panic
ensues as Bob lies dead before them, and readlity sinksin: they have
committed murder. In desperation, Johnny and Ponyboy seek help from
Dally. Surprisingly, Dally remains calm and even praises Johnny for his

actions despite the severity of the situation.

Dally supplies them with money, aloaded gun, and directions to a safe
hiding spot—an abandoned church on Jay Mountain. Although he receives
the equipment, Ponyboy is filled with unease. They manage to escape

capture by jumping atrain to Windrixville, where they discover a secluded
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refuge.

Throughout this chapter, themes of violence, the harsh realities of life as
greasers, and the fragility of youth are starkly portrayed. Ponyboy and
Johnny transition from carefree teenagers into fugitives, underscoring the
heavy burdensthey carry in their tough environment. The chapter concludes

with them taking shelter in the old church, leaving their future uncertain and
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

Chapter 5 Summary

In this chapter of "The Outsiders," Ponyboy awakens in an abandoned
church, feeling disoriented and fearful. The severity of his situation hits him
hard, sparking dreadful imaginings about Johnny's fate and what lies ahead
for them. Meanwhile, Johnny is out gathering supplies and leaves a note to

reassure Ponyboy of hisreturn.

When Johnny returns with food, he unveils their plan to cut and bleach their
hair as a way to disguise themselves, knowing that their descriptions would
appear in the papers because of the murder incident. Initially, Ponyboy
resiststhisidea; his hair isapoint of pride and akey part of hisidentity.
However, understanding the gravity of their situation, he reluctantly
consents. The emotional scene of them cutting their hair signifies a profound
loss of identity, becoming a physical representation of their fear and

desperation.

Asthey adjust to their new appearances and the burden of their choices,
Johnny confides his guilt over killing Bob, the Soc. He grapples with the
weight of his actions, which leads both boys to tears and heightened anxiety.
They find comfort in each other, acknowledging their struggles and
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promising to stick together through whatever challenges arise.

Days pass as they hide in the church, passing the time by reading " Gone
with the Wind" and playing poker. During this period, their bond strengthens
as they share their thoughts on life and friendship. Ponyboy reflects on the
beauty of the world around them, impressing Johnny, who is often

overlooked despite hisintelligence and depth.

Just when they feel lost and weary, Dally arrives with updates from the
outside world and a letter from Soda, which expresses concern for their
safety and well-being. This letter serves as areminder to Ponyboy of the

strong ties to his family, particularly Darry's love and regret.

Dally's visit also marks a turning point—he reveal s the escal ating tensions
between the Socs and the greasers. The growing conflict heightens the stakes
for Ponyboy and Johnny as they navigate their new identities and the

conseguences of their actions.
Throughout this chapter, themes of identity, loss, and friendship are explored

in depth, as Ponyboy and Johnny confront their choices and the realities of

growing up in adivided world.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6

Chapter 6 Summary

In Chapter 6 of * The Outsiders*, the tension among the characters
intensifies as they discuss the fallout from Johnny and Ponyboy’ s desperate
situation. While at a Dairy Queen, Dally reveals that Cherry Vaance, Bob’'s
Soc girlfriend, has decided to help them by offering to testify that their
actions were in self-defense. This unexpected support demonstrates that
Cherry, despite being a Soc, possesses a compassionate side, which Johnny

and Ponyboy contemplate during their conversation.

The mood shifts dramatically when Johnny expresses his desire to turn
themselvesin, surprising Dally. Johnny is burdened by guilt over their
hideout and believes that avoiding responsibility isn’t fair to hisfriends.
Dally, however, fears the repercussions and is concerned about how the
system treats Greasers like them. Johnny’ s fragile emotional state is palpable
as he struggles with his parents' indifference, evoking sympathy from

readers who understand his longing for belonging.
Asthey drive back, Dally suddenly spots smoke rising from the church

where they were hiding, realizing that it is on fire. In a courageous act, he

and Ponyboy rush into the blazing building when they learn that children are
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trapped inside. The ensuing chaos brings their bravery to light as they work
to rescue the children, facing significant peril. The situation escalates, and
Johnny sustains injuries while saving the last child. Dally is compelled to hit

Ponyboy to prevent him from re-entering the flames for Johnny's sake.

The chapter concludes with Ponyboy regaining consciousnessin an
ambulance, anxiously questioning whether Dally and Johnny are okay. A
teacher tending to him informs Ponyboy of Johnny’s seriousinjuries,

flooding him with guilt and concern.

Finaly, in the hospital waiting area, Ponyboy is reunited with his brothers,
Darry and Soda. This emotiona encounter reveals the depth of Darry’slove
and concern for Ponyboy, highlighting that he cares deeply beneath his
tough exterior. This moment of realization reinforces Ponyboy’ s sense of
family and belonging, leaving the chapter on a poignant note of

reconciliation.
Key Themes

- Friendship and L oyalty: The bond among Ponyboy, Johnny, and Dally
istested as they confront challenges together.

- Class Conflict: The divide between Greasers and Socs is evident
through Cherry’ s involvement and societal perceptions of both groups.

- Bravery and Sacrifice: Ponyboy and Johnny’s heroic actions highlight
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their growth and showcase their courage in perilous situations.
- Family and Belonging: Ponyboy’ s reflections on his brothers

emphasi ze the significance of family ties and the quest for acceptance.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7

Chapter 7 Summary

In Chapter 7 of "The Outsiders," Ponyboy, Darry, and Sodapop anxiously
await news about Johnny and Dally in the hospital after their brave effortsto
rescue children from a burning church. The atmosphere is charged; reporters
and police barrage Ponyboy with questions, leaving him feeling nauseous
and overwhelmed. To ease the tension, Sodapop lightens the mood by
imitating the reporters, while Darry tries to protect Ponyboy from the

surrounding chaos.

Finally, the doctors deliver abrief update: Dally will recover, but Johnny's
condition is critical, with a broken back and severe burns. This news deeply
affects Ponyboy, filling him with fear for hisfriend's life and future. Even if
Johnny survives, he may never be the same, which intensifies Ponyboy's

anxiety about what lies ahead for their close-knit family.

Once back home, Ponyboy reflects on his relationships with his brothers and
the shared responsibilities they hold. Asthey prepare breakfast, Two-Bit and
Steve drop by, bringing a sense of normalcy and camaraderie. However, the
mood shifts dramatically when Ponyboy comes across a newspaper article

that portrays them as heroes yet ominously suggests that he and Sodapop
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could be placed in aboys home. This potential outcome terrifies him, as it

threatens to dismantle their brotherly bond.

A chance encounter with Randy, a Soc, leads to a meaningful conversation
about the senseless cycle of violence between their groups. Randy shares his
disillusionment and weariness with the fighting, exposing the complexities
of teen struggles that transcend social class. This exchange highlights the
shared humanity of both groups, as Ponyboy realizes that they all face their

own unique challenges.

Throughout the chapter, themes of brotherhood, loyalty, and the
conseguences of violence resonate powerfully. Ponyboy's inner conflict
reveals a deep yearning for understanding and connection, while the
unfolding events lay bare the harsh realities faced by both Greasers and
ocs.
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Chapter 8: 8

Chapter 8 Summary

In Chapter 8 of "The Outsiders," Ponyboy and Two-Bit are eager to visit
Johnny, who isin critical condition in the hospital after the fire. Although
the nurses are initially hesitant, they manage to gain access to him after
recelving permission from the doctor. Johnny, though weak, strivesto
maintain a positive outlook, voicing his worries about his hair and missing
bedtime stories. Astheir conversation progresses, Johnny opens up about his
fears of dying and his regret over not having enough time to experience life.
He feels frightened and disheartened by the many things he hasn’t yet

encountered in his young life.

Johnny's emotional turmoil escalates when he refuses to see his mother, not
wanting her negativity in hislife. This decision reveals the strained
relationship he has with his family and underscores the theme of yearning
for acceptance, as well as the pain of unsupportive familial bonds. When
Johnny ultimately passes out from distress, Ponyboy and Two-Bit share their
anxieties about the impending rumble with the Socs, emphasizing the

escalating tension and stakes surrounding their situation.

Meanwhile, they also visit Dally, who is recovering in the hospital yet
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maintains his tough persona. He is anxious about missing the rumble and
asks Two-Bit for his knife, highlighting his eagerness for revenge in light of

Johnny's condition. This chapter underscores the camaraderie among the
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9

Chapter 9 Summary

In Chapter 9 of "The Outsiders," Ponyboy returns home just before a rumble
between the Greasers and the Socs. He feels the mounting pressure of the
impending fight and reflects on his troubled relationship with sleep, which
he tries to alleviate by taking more aspirin than he cares to admit. At home,
he enjoys ameal prepared by his brother Darry but remains anxious about
the confrontation ahead. The strong bond among Ponyboy, Soda, and Darry
is emphasized as they prepare for the rumble, highlighting their brotherly

connection despite the tension surrounding them.

Asthe boys gear up for the fight, Ponyboy observes the various motivations
behind their actions: Soda relishes the excitement of it all, Steve fights out of
hatred, and Darry is motivated by pride. In contrast, Ponyboy is uncertain
about why heisfighting. After some persuasion from Soda and a hesitant
agreement from Darry, Ponyboy is allowed to join the rumble, even though

Darry worries for his safety.
Upon arriving at the vacant lot, they encounter Tim Shepard's gang and the

Brumly boys. The chapter conveys a palpable tension as Ponyboy notices

the ruthless nature of these young hoodlums compared to the more brotherly
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dynamic of his own gang. When the Socs arrive, Ponyboy is struck by the
contrast between their polished appearances and the scruffy look of the

Greasers, which reinforces societal prejudices.

The rumble kicks off with Darry stepping up to challenge Paul Holden, a
former classmate, igniting feelings of rivalry and resentment. The fight
begins with immediate violence, and Ponyboy quickly finds himself
overwhelmed, feeling the physical toll of the chaos unfolding around him.
Despite the intensity of the battle, the Greasers ultimately emerge victorious,

providing atemporary sense of relief.

However, the tone shifts dramatically as Dallas and Ponyboy rush to the
hospital to see Johnny, who isin critical condition following a previous
incident. Dally, embodying both toughness and vulnerability, is desperate to
see hisfriend. In a heartfelt moment, Johnny shares his despair about
fighting and urges Ponyboy to "stay gold," a poignant symbol of innocence
and hope. Tragically, Johnny passes away shortly after, leaving Dally
devastated and consumed by grief, which underscores the tragic

conseguences of their violent world.

Through this chapter, themes of brotherhood, the weight of societal
expectations, and the futility of violence are explored, culminating in a
heart-wrenching farewell that highlights the fragility of life amidst the

struggle for identity and acceptance.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10

Chapter 10 Summary

In this intense chapter of "The Outsiders," Ponyboy grapples with shock and
confusion following the death of his close friend, Johnny. As he walks
home, he desperately clings to the hope that Johnny is still alive, mentally
retreating to the happier moments they shared together. However, reality hits
hard when he gets home and finds the rest of the gang injured and mourning,

especialy over Johnny'sloss.

Ponyboy breaks the tragic news to his brothers, and the weight of their grief
hangs heavily in the air. Soda and Darry are visibly shaken, all feeling the
sharp sting of losing two beloved friends—Johnny and Dally. Dally's
desperate actions lead him to rob a storein acry for help, culminating in his
tragic death at the hands of police gunfire. This moment highlights Dally's
character as someone aways on the edge, unable to cope with overwhelming

feelings of loss.

As Ponyboy wrestles with guilt and confusion, the narrative delves into the
theme of heroism and how society views young men like Dally. Unlike
Johnny, who is remembered as a hero, Dally is|abeled a delinquent, which
profoundly impacts Ponyboy.
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Overcome with emotional and physical exhaustion, Ponyboy finally
collapses and wakes up in bed, cared for by his brothers. As he pieces
together the events that transpired, a sense of fear washes over him about the
future, worrying that he might be separated from Darry and Soda.
Throughout the chapter, there is a poignant exploration of family, the pain of

loss, and the struggle of coping with grief.

In the end, Ponyboy's fragile mental state is revealed, emphasizing themes of
brotherhood, resilience, and the quest for identity amidst chaos. The
memories of Johnny and Dally linger heavily, shaping Ponyboy's

understanding of loyalty and the complexities of life as a young outsider.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11

Chapter 11 Summary

In this chapter of "The Outsiders," Ponyboy finds himself confined to bed
for an entire week, grappling with feelings of frustration and restlessness.
During this time, he reflects on Bob Sheldon, the boy whose life was lost
after Ponyboy and Johnny defended themselves. While flipping through
Soda's old yearbook, Ponyboy spots Bob's photo, prompting him to
contemplate what Bob was truly like beneath his tough exterior. He
guestions Bob's life, considering his relationships with family and friends,
and ultimately seeks to understand the individual behind the conflict.

Ponyboy's recovery is interrupted by avisit from Randy, a Soc who is also
aware of Bob's death. Their conversation becomes uncomfortable as
Ponyboy wrestles with the upcoming court hearing. Randy expresses
concern for his own family but surprises Ponyboy with his genuine worry
for him, given their social differences. He insists that Ponyboy is not at fault
for Bob's death, yet Ponyboy struggles to shake off the burden of guilt,

acknowledging hisinvolvement in the tragic encounter.

Astensions rise around the uncertainty of hisliving situation with Darry and

Soda, Ponyboy's vulnerability becomes more pronounced. He fears that if
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the judge deems Darry unfit, he could end up in foster care, intensifying his
anxieties about family and belonging. The chapter concludes with
heightened tension, as Darry emphasi zes his care by scolding Ponyboy for
smoking in bed. A new layer of their relationship emerges when Darry refers
to Ponyboy as “little buddy” for the first time, suggesting a developing bond

between the brothers.

Overall, this chapter explores themes of guilt, understanding, family
connections, and socia divides, highlighting Ponyboy's inner turmoil as he
navigates the complexities of human relationships in the aftermath of

violence.
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Chapter 12: 12

Chapter 12 Summary

In this chapter of "The Outsiders," Ponyboy attends the hearing regarding
the events surrounding Bob's death. He finds the setting to be less dramatic
than he had expected, surrounded by only afew familiar faces, including
Randy, Cherry Valance, and his brothers Darry and Soda. As Randy takes
the stand, Ponyboy triesto remain calm, keeping Darry's advice to stay quiet
in mind. The main focus of the hearing centers on the circumstances leading
up to the confrontation, while Ponyboy becomes increasingly anxious about
his own involvement in Bob's death. When the judge finally directs a
guestion at him, Ponyboy surprisingly sidesteps the incident and instead
discusses his home life and school. In the end, he is acquitted; however, this

moment of relief fails to restore his sense of normalcy.

Following the hearing, Ponyboy grapples with feelings of disconnection and
distraction. He becomes more absent-minded, frequently misplacing his
belongings and struggling academically, particularly in English. Noticing his
difficulties, his teacher offers him a chance to passif he submits a strong
theme. The weight of school pressure, combined with the emotional turmoil

stemming from Johnny's death, takes atoll on him.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

During lunch with Two-Bit and Steve, Ponyboy runs into some Socs who
confront him about Bob's death. To his surprise, he finds an unexpected

surge of confidence and stands up to them. Two-Bit cautions him not to
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