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About the book

In "The Seven Tablets of Creation," Leonard William King meticulously

translates and analyzes a foundational text of ancient Mesopotamian

mythology, presenting the stories inscribed on clay tablets from Babylon and

Assyria. The work, published in 1902, serves as a crucial scholarly

contribution to understanding the epic narratives that detail the origins of the

world and humanity.

The text opens with an exploration of the historical context of Mesopotamia,

highlighting its significance as one of the earliest cradles of civilization.

King emphasizes how the myths served not only as cultural touchstones for

the ancient peoples but also as reflections of their values, beliefs, and

understanding of the universe. 

Central to the narrative are the Seven Tablets themselves, which detail the

creation myth involving key deities such as Marduk, a principal figure in

Babylonian mythology. Marduk is depicted as a heroic god who rises to

power by defeating the forces of chaos, personified by the monstrous

goddess Tiamat. This battle not only establishes Marduk’s supremacy but

also leads to the ordering of the cosmos, showcasing a recurring theme in

ancient myths where chaos must be conquered to establish creation and

civilization.
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As the tablets unfold, readers encounter the step-by-step creation of the

world, reflecting the Babylonian worldview where humanity is formed from

the remnants of defeated chaos, underscoring the belief that human existence

is intertwined with divine struggle. King's analysis of the text reveals deeper

philosophical and theological implications, showcasing how these myths

address questions of existence, mortality, and the intimate relationship

between gods and humans.

Throughout the chapters, King weaves interpretations of various characters

and motifs, revealing how these stories influence subsequent mythologies

and underscore the enduring legacy of Mesopotamian thought. Through his

comprehensive understanding of the linguistics and cultural context, King

provides an enlightening commentary that not only illuminates the text but

also invites readers to ponder the foundational elements of human

civilization, morality, and spirituality. 

In summary, King's "The Seven Tablets of Creation" serves as both a

translation of a significant ancient text and an analysis that contributes to our

understanding of Mesopotamian mythology and its impact on human

thought through the ages.
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About the author

In the chapters that follow, we delve into the life and contributions of

Leonard William King, an influential figure in the field of archaeology and

Assyriology. Born in 1869, King was educated at Rugby School before

proceeding to King's College, Cambridge, where he honed his expertise in

ancient civilizations. 

As a distinguished archaeologist, King focused primarily on the Near East,

amassing a significant collection of stone inscriptions that reflect the rich

history and cultures of ancient Mesopotamia. His role as a teacher at King's

College was pivotal, as he educated future generations in the complexities of

Assyrian and Babylonian archaeology, emphasizing the importance of

context in understanding historical artifacts. 

King's scholarly contributions are marked by his meticulous translations of

key ancient texts, such as the famous Code of Hammurabi, a legal document

that provides insight into the laws and societal norms of ancient Babylon.

His expertise was recognized during his tenure as the Assistant Keeper of

Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities at the British Museum, where he played a

crucial role in curating and interpreting significant artifacts from these

ancient cultures.

Through his writings and teachings, Leonard William King left an indelible
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mark on the study of ancient civilizations, fostering a greater appreciation

for the complexities of human history and the need for a rigorous scholarly

approach to archaeology. His legacy continues to influence current research

and understanding of the ancient Near East.
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Chapter 1 Summary: The First Tablet

Summary of Chapter 1: The First Tablet

Creation and Chaos

At the beginning of existence, the cosmos was in a state of chaos, devoid of

names or form. The primordial waters of Apsû, representing freshwater, and

Tiamat, symbolizing saltwater, were entwined in endless disorder. In this

formless void, no gods existed, and consequently, no fates were woven for

what was to come.

The Birth of the Gods

Amid this chaos, the first deities, Lahmu and Lahamu, emerged, marking the

genesis of divine beings. As order gradually began to take shape, a lineage

of powerful gods came into being, including Anshar (the sky god), Kishar

(the earth goddess), and Anu (the god of the heavens). This burgeoning

pantheon represented the dawn of cosmic order, as the gods began to inhabit

and influence their environment.

Conflict Among the Gods
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However, the tranquility was short-lived. Apsû and Tiamat grew

increasingly vexed by the disorder caused by their offspring, the younger

gods. Apsû, fueled by Mummu's sinister counsel, plotted to eradicate the

divine offspring, viewing their existence as disruptive to the peace he

craved. Tiamat, on the other hand, found herself torn; despite her initial

alignment with Apsû, she was enraged by his intentions and chose to stand

against him, igniting a potential conflict among the forces of chaos and the

newly emerging order.

Apsû's Downfall

In an attempt to annihilate the young gods, Apsû began to enact his plan,

underestimating the resolve of the deities he sought to destroy. His strategy,

influenced by Mummu, ultimately led to his own demise, as the gods proved

to be more resilient than he anticipated. This act of defiance sparked a

greater animosity, particularly from Tiamat, who rallied her own forces

against Apsû.

Ea's Intervention

As tensions escalated, Ea, a wise and cunning god, sensed the shifting

balance and the encroaching threat posed by Apsû and Tiamat. Committed

to preventing further chaos, he sought a way to counter their plans and

hinted at the need for vengeance against Tiamat, suggesting that a prophecy
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had emerged to restore harmony to the cosmos.

Preparation for War

In response to the escalating conflict, Tiamat began to prepare for war,

creating monstrous creatures that embodied her fury, including serpentine

beasts and fierce entities. She appointed Kingu, a powerful deity, to lead her

forces against the younger gods, endowing him with the revered Tablets of

Destiny—magical artifacts that held sway over fate itself.

Conclusion

The First Tablet closes as the stage is set for an epic confrontation. Tiamat's

monstrous creations and Kingu's leadership forebode an impending battle

that will determine the future of the cosmos, pitting the forces of chaos

against the order established by the younger gods. This chapter lays the

groundwork for a profound cosmic struggle, echoing themes of creation,

conflict, and the fight for supremacy amidst the elemental chaos of

existence.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The Second Tablet

Chapter 2 Summary: The Second Tablet

The chapter opens with Tiamat, the primordial goddess of chaos, who is

engulfed in grief over the death of her consort, Apsû. This sorrow transforms

into hostility towards her divine offspring, the younger gods, whom she

blames for his demise. In her wrath, she gathers an army of monstrous

beings, ready to exact revenge.

In a crucial moment of concern, Ea, the wise god and son of Anshar, learns

of Tiamat’s vengeful plans. Alarmed by the terror and might of Tiamat's

newly assembled monstrous forces—creatures designed for chaos and

combat—he rushes to inform his father, Anshar. This act of warning

highlights Ea's loyalty and concern for the divine order.

Meanwhile, Tiamat appoints Kingu, a powerful warrior and her consort, as

the leader of her forces. By giving him the Tablets of Destiny—an ancient

artifact that grants supreme authority—she empowers him to command not

only her army but also to orchestrate the battle against the gods. Her intent is

clear: a total uprising against those she holds responsible for her sorrow.

Anshar, upon realizing the gravity of Tiamat’s full rebellion, is consumed by
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despair. He sends his son Anu to confront her, but Anu falters, retreating in

fear as Tiamat's wrath proves overwhelming. This failure underscores the

daunting challenge posed by Tiamat and sets the stage for a more formidable

response.

Recognizing the need for a hero, Anshar turns to Marduk, the powerful son

of Ea, who embodies strength and potential. Marduk, with a fierce

determination and the heart of a warrior, eagerly accepts the challenge to

pacify Tiamat. In response to Anshar’s call, he vows to prepare for battle,

revealing his confidence in defeating the formidable goddess.

In a significant declaration, Marduk insists that should he emerge victorious,

he desires a lasting legacy—one where his voice and decrees hold

authoritative power among the gods. This desire for influence hints at his

ambitions and foreshadows a shift in the cosmic order, setting the stage for

the impending confrontation with Tiamat.
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Chapter 3 Summary: The Third Tablet

Chapter 3 Summary of "The Seven Tablets of Creation"

In this chapter, the narrative unfolds around an escalating conflict between

the gods and Tiamat, a chaotic primordial figure. Anshar, one of the elder

gods, emphasizes the urgency of the situation by instructing his minister,

Gaga, to approach the deities Lahmu and Lahamu. Tiamat has grown

increasingly furious, mobilizing a fearsome army of monsters to wage war

against the gods, which heightens the existing tension in the cosmic order.

Tiamat commands a formidable force, birthed by Ummu-Hubur, a creator

goddess who has unleashed terrifying creatures like venomous serpents and

other monstrous entities. These beasts threaten the existence of the gods

themselves. At the forefront of Tiamat’s army stands Kingu, whom she

empowers by granting him the Tablets of Destiny—an emblem of ultimate

authority that reinforces his leadership and capacity to execute Tiamat’s

wrath.

In light of Tiamat’s escalating threat, the gods recognize the need for a

champion. Previous attempts by Anu and Nudimmud to confront her have

failed, leaving a void in their defenses. However, Marduk, heralded as a

leading figure among the gods, steps forward with a bold proclamation: he is
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ready to engage Tiamat in battle. He stakes his claim to supremacy by

demanding that if he prevails, the other gods must acknowledge his role as

their chief and affirm his destined leadership.

Gaga, tasked with delivering Marduk's message, gathers the gods for an

assembly. As they convene, a palpable sense of confusion and anxiety fills

the atmosphere, reflecting their fears about Tiamat’s wrath and her

monstrous progeny. Despite their trepidation, the gathering culminates in a

feast where the gods collectively affirm Marduk’s destiny as their champion

against the threatening forces of Tiamat, solidifying their commitment to

face the impending conflict together. This pivotal moment sets the stage for

an epic confrontation, reinforcing the themes of power, destiny, and unity

among the deities.
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Chapter 4: The Fourth Tablet

Summary of Chapter 4: The Fourth Tablet

In this pivotal chapter, Marduk, the chief god of the Babylonian pantheon, is

elevated by the other gods as their sovereign, signifying his immense power

and authority. They celebrate him with symbols of kingship, including a

scepter, throne, and an invincible weapon, which affirm his position as the

ruler of the cosmos.

Marduk prepares for his crucial confrontation with Tiamat, a primordial

goddess embodying chaos and creation. Understanding the gravity of the

situation, Marduk equips himself with powerful weapons and magical

forces, including the creation of the four winds, which will aid him in battle.

The assembled gods collectively decree his fate to confront and defeat

Tiamat, marking the beginning of a monumental conflict.

As Marduk approaches Tiamat, he encounters Kingu, her consort, and boldly

challenges Tiamat’s claim to authority. In response to his provocation,

Tiamat fiercely retaliates, triggering a dramatic battle between the forces of

order and chaos. Marduk's strategy involves using a net to ensnare Tiamat

and unleashing ferocious winds into her mouth, a tactic that ultimately leads

to his triumph. He pierces her heart, defeating her entirely, while the
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remaining gods aligned with Tiamat flee in fear.

In the aftermath of his victory, Marduk captures the fleeing deities, asserting

his dominance over them, and secures the Tablets of Destiny from Kingu.

This act solidifies his claim to ultimate power and control over the cosmos.

Marduk's next monumental achievement is the transformation of Tiamat’s

remains into the very fabric of creation. By splitting her body, he forms the

heavens and the earth, establishing order from the chaos she represented. He

constructs E-shara, a magnificent mansion symbolizing heaven, further

cements his role as the supreme deity and creator.

The chapter concludes with the gods rejoicing at Marduk’s decisive victory,

acknowledging him as the creator who has restored stability to the universe.

This newfound order marks a significant shift in the cosmic balance,

solidifying Marduk's status as the reigning deity of the universe.
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Fifth Tablet

The Fifth Tablet Summary

In this chapter, we explore the profound creation and organization of the

cosmos as orchestrated by Marduk, a prominent deity who defeats chaotic

forces to establish order. 

Creation of Celestial Bodies  

Marduk begins by creating celestial stations for the great gods and

meticulously fixes the stars within the Zodiac, forming a framework for the

heavens. He further divides the year into structured sections, assigning three

stars to each of the twelve months to mark the passage of time and cosmic

events.

Determination of Cosmic Order  

To ensure navigators could traverse the vast expanse of the sky without

confusion, Marduk establishes Nibir, a critical point for defining cosmic

boundaries. He sets up stations for the gods Bêl and Ea, creating formidable

gates that enhance the celestial structure's stability. At the center of this

elaborate design, he places the zenith, which signifies the peak of heavenly

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


order.

Role of the Moon and Timekeeping  

Marduk appoints the Moon-god to oversee the night and monitor the days,

explicitly marking the phases of the lunar cycle. Instructions on the Moon's

movements are intertwined with the solar path, linking celestial phenomena

and significant days to the Sun-god, illustrating the interconnectedness of

various heavenly bodies.

Divine Praise and Recognition  

The gods, including the supreme deity Anu, gather to admire Marduk's

astute creations, particularly a bow that he crafts. Anu bestows multiple

names upon this bow—‘Long-wood’ and ‘Bow-star’ among them—and

establishes a celestial station for it, further enhancing Marduk's status within

the divine hierarchy.

Conclusion  

The tablet underscores the reverence and admiration for Marduk's

contributions to the cosmos, showcasing his pivotal role in bringing

harmony to the celestial realm. The ongoing praises among the gods

reinforce the significance of Marduk's achievements, solidifying his place at
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the forefront of divine power and structure.
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Chapter 6 Summary: The Sixth Tablet

Chapter 6 Summary: The Creation of Man

In this pivotal chapter, Marduk, the most powerful of the gods, is moved by

the burdens of the divine beings and conceives a revolutionary plan to

alleviate their exhaustion. He proposes the creation of mankind, a being

designed to serve the gods and attend to their needs, thereby allowing the

gods to focus on their celestial duties. Marduk shares this innovative idea

with Ea, the god of wisdom and magic, suggesting that he will fashion

humanity from his own blood and bones. This act not only aims to create a

loyal service for the gods but also symbolizes a deep connection between

mortals and the divine.

Marduk's vision extends beyond mere creation; he seeks to transform the

roles and dynamics of the gods themselves. He foresees a collaborative

future where the gods will share responsibilities and face challenges

together, signaling a shift from individual pursuits to collective strength.

Marduk's progressive approach hints at a more engaged and unified

pantheon, preparing them for an evolving reality where their relationships

with each other and humanity will redefine their existence.

In response to Marduk's ambitious plans, Ea recognizes the significance of
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this transformation, hinting at a great change that may accompany both

creation and the divine order. Although parts of the narrative are missing,

the themes of change and potential destruction for the gods loom large,

suggesting that the path to this new reality will not be without its trials.

The chapter concludes on a triumphant note, as the gods celebrate Marduk’s

visionary leadership at their gathering in Upshukkinnaku, their heavenly

abode. They acknowledge him as their savior, welcoming the dawn of a new

age defined by the creation of humanity and the promising dynamics among

the divine, thus solidifying Marduk’s revered position in the pantheon.
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Chapter 7 Summary: The Seventh Tablet

Summary of Chapter 7: The Seventh Tablet

The chapter opens with a veneration of Asari, the deity known as the

"Bestower of planting" and the "creator of grain and plants." This invocation

sets the tone for the reverence paid to Asaru-alim, a higher power

responsible for guiding the decrees of the gods. Following this, Tutu

emerges as a pivotal figure in the divine hierarchy, recognized as both

creator and sustainer, who fulfills the desires of the gods through powerful

incantations while also serving to placate their anger.

Tutu's array of titles underscores his significance in the divine assembly; he

is esteemed as "the Life of the host," and honored with names such as "the

Bringer of Purification" and "the God of the Favouring Breeze." His

merciful nature towards imprisoned gods and his role in creating humanity

for their redemption reflect his deep commitment to maintaining order and

harmony among the divine.

In his capacity to restore cosmic order, Tutu is remembered for quelling

disobedient beings and providing stability within the pantheon. His strength

as "the Destroyer of the foe" is highlighted, as he confounds the nefarious

plans of those who commit evil, ensuring their isolation from his divine
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presence.

The chapter further delves into cosmic creation, alluding to Tutu's

noteworthy victory over the primordial chaos embodied by Tiamat. His

unrivaled might is celebrated, establishing him as a central figure in the

narrative of the world's creation, and earning him accolades from fellow

deities, affirming his role in shaping the divine order.

As the narrative progresses, Tutu is referred to as "the Seizer of the Midst,"

emphasizing his crucial involvement in both the governance of the celestial

realm and the orchestration of universal harmony. The culmination of his

recognition is encapsulated in the exaltation of his title as "the Lord of the

World," solidified by the endorsement of Ea, another important god,

reinforcing Tutu's authority over divine decrees and commands.

In conclusion, this tablet profoundly illustrates Tutu’s intrinsic role within

the godly hierarchy and the greater cosmic order, portraying him as a

formidable protector and creator. His enduring legacy is commemorated

through the respect and devotion of both gods and mortals, cementing his

influence across the realms.
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Chapter 8: Other Accounts Of The History Of Creation

Summary of Chapter 8: Other Accounts of the History of Creation

In this chapter, we explore a series of creation myths from Babylonian

culture, revealing their intricate ties to divine intervention and the emergence

of life.

1. Another Version of the Dragon-Myth  

The chapter begins with a somber reflection on the threat posed by a dragon

named Tiamat, whose existence incites fear across the cities. In response, the

gods gather to address this menace. Tishhu, initially hesitant about

confronting such a fearsome opponent, is ultimately chosen for the task. As

a storm brews, setting the scene for confrontation, Tiamat is defeated, and

her blood flows, symbolizing both destruction and regeneration in the wake

of her demise.

2. Creation of Cattle and Beasts  

Following Tiamat's defeat, the gods set to work creating the world anew,

populating it with diverse life forms. They categorize these beings into

different groups, such as cattle and city-dwellers, showcasing the importance
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of each in the cosmic order. Notably, the deity Nin-igi-azag crafts two

exceptional creatures—one white and one black—suggesting their unique

role in the mythology and possibly representing duality or balance.

3. Creation of the Moon and the Sun  

The narrative then shifts to an assembly of major deities, including Ana,

Enlil, and Enki, who collaborate to establish the celestial bodies that govern

time. This includes the renewal of the Moon and the inception of the month,

signifying the rhythmic passage of time as central to both divine and earthly

life.

4. Address to the River of Creation  

Next, the chapter highlights a mystical river, revered for its life-giving

properties, which is intertwined with fertility and prosperity. Under the

stewardship of the deities Ea and Marduk, this river emerges as a symbol of

sustenance and abundance, reinforcing the connection between nature and

divine will.

5. Another Version of the Creation of the World by Marduk  

The final segment unveils a profound account of creation orchestrated by

Marduk. It depicts a primordial void dominated by water—an emblem of
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chaos. Marduk's transformative actions bring forth order: establishing cities,

creating deities, and molding humanity from earth and divine essence. This

narrative underscores the theme of emergence from chaos into civilization

and structured existence.

Throughout this chapter, the interplay between chaos and order is a recurring

theme, with significant deities playing pivotal roles in shaping the world and

its inhabitants. The various myths accentuate the cultural significance of

creation stories in Babylonian society, underpinning a shared understanding

of their cosmos and the divine forces that govern it.
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