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About the book

In "The Two of Us," Sheila Hancock crafts a heartfelt memoir that delves

into the intricate emotions surrounding love and loss, reflecting on her

profound connection with her late husband, John Thaw, an esteemed British

actor known for his roles in television and film. Through her eloquent and

candid prose, Hancock guides readers through the bittersweet experience of

shared life—a journey marked by the challenges of aging and the weight of

illness. 

As the narrative unfolds, Hancock provides insights into the couple's deep

bond, enriched by a wealth of shared memories that highlight both the joys

and trials they encountered together. She balances humor with sorrow,

demonstrating how life’s mundane moments can become poignant

touchstones in a relationship. 

Hancock's storytelling invites readers to step into their world, revealing how

love persists in the face of adversity and change. The memoir resonates

universally, encouraging reflection on personal relationships and the

resilience of the human spirit. Through her experiences, Hancock celebrates

the lasting impact of companionship, making "The Two of Us" not just a

tribute to her late husband, but a testament to the transformative power of

love.
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About the author

Sheila Hancock, born on February 22, 1933, in Winchester, England, is a

distinguished British actress, author, and director whose illustrious career

has spanned decades across theatre, film, and television. Her remarkable

versatility has earned her acclaim, particularly for her role in the West End

musical "Sister Act," which showcased her talent for both performance and

connecting with audiences. Additionally, Hancock made an indelible mark

on television through her appearances in the revered series "Talking Heads,"

crafted by playwright Alan Bennett. 

Beyond her stage and screen accomplishments, Hancock is also a respected

writer. Her memoir, "The Two of Us," stands out as a poignant reflection on

her profound connection with her late husband, John Thaw, an accomplished

actor best known for his role in the detective series "Morse." In this memoir,

Hancock delves into themes of love, loss, and resilience, offering readers a

glimpse into her personal experiences and the powerful dynamics of their

partnership. 

Hancock's storytelling is characterized by its emotional depth and

relatability, establishing her as a prominent voice in contemporary literature.

Her artistic contributions resonate widely, bridging her roles as both

entertainer and chronicler of the human experience, making her an

influential figure in the arts and a source of inspiration for many. As readers
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explore her works, they encounter not only her remarkable career journey

but also the universal themes that underpin her life and art.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 3 The Adolescent

Chapter 1 Summary of "The Two of Us" by Sheila Hancock

The chapter opens with the narrator sharing her experience as an evacuee in

Wallingford during World War II. Isolated and often bullied by local children

who regarded her and other evacuees as outsiders, she grapples with feelings

of loneliness and fear. However, her fortunes begin to change when she

connects with the Jones family, who embrace her and introduce her to the

joys of rural life. Through playful adventures and mischievous escapades,

she slowly finds a sense of belonging within her new environment.

As she adapts to life in this unfamiliar town, the narrator learns to assert

herself. Her interactions with local children empower her, nurturing a

budding confidence and a spirited rebelliousness characteristic of youthful

resilience amid the backdrop of war. This formative period is marked not

only by challenges but also by the thrill of discovering her identity and

voice.

Transitioning to Crewkerne, the narrator experiences the sweet pangs of her

first crush on a boy named Keith. This innocent infatuation brings with it a

whirlwind of excitement and embarrassment, showcasing her youthful

curiosity and naiveté in the face of young love, all set against the continuing
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turbulence of wartime.

Amidst the chaos and uncertainty of WWII, the narrator finds refuge in

nature. She cherishes nostalgic memories of carefree moments spent with

friends and the unexpected kindness of American GIs stationed in the area.

These reminiscences not only provide her with comfort but also illustrate the

stark contrast between the harsh realities of war and the simple joys that can

be found in small moments.

The chapter culminates with the narrator's unwavering commitment to

education, driven by her parents' aspirations for her future. Despite the

disruptions of war, she remains determined to secure a place at grammar

school, which reflects her resilience and hope for a brighter tomorrow. Her

successful pursuit highlights her inner strength and determination as she

navigates the complexities of life as an evacuee.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 4 The Teenager

Chapter 2 Summary: The Teenager

In this chapter, Jack drives home the value of family unity to his sons,

instilling in them the fear of losing that bond, especially in light of their

tumultuous upbringing. John's childhood has been significantly shaped by

their mother's abandonment, which has thrust him into a caretaker role for

his younger brother, Ray. This responsibility is compounded by Jack's

ongoing battle for custody, which is bolstered by Auntie Beattie and a

supportive community that rallies around the boys, showcasing the

importance of collective support during their struggles.

As the boys mature, they seek comfort in activities such as attending football

matches and engaging in school plays. Even in the absence of their mother,

they manage to carve out a new existence. For John, a particular light shines

through his passion for performing; his initial success on stage not only

bolsters his confidence but also ignites an aspiration to pursue a career as an

actor.

During his teenage years, John faces a series of challenges both at home and

in school. In an effort to cope with his circumstances, he leans into humor

and performance. This period of adolescence coincides with the vibrant
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youth culture of the 1950s, characterized by the rise of music and social

change. John's experiences reflect not only his personal insecurities but also

the broader shifts occurring in post-war British society.

Ultimately, this chapter charts John's journey of self-discovery and talent

exploration. Through the lens of his emerging passion for performing, he

begins to navigate and reconcile his past, illustrating a powerful connection

between personal growth and societal change.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 5 The Student

Chapter 3: The Student

In this chapter, the author embarks on a reflective journey through their early

professional life, grappling with feelings of misalignment and searching for

identity. The chapter opens with a contemplation of their career path,

revealing a sense of discovery that only emerged later in life. A significant

turning point in this journey was their experience at the prestigious Royal

Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA) in 1949, an institution predominantly

accessible to the affluent and under the leadership of Sir Kenneth Barnes.

Amidst these reflections, the author recalls striking memories of Tarlton, a

place where they planted trees that have since flourished into an orchard.

This nostalgia evokes a warm sentiment, symbolizing the growth and

positive memories of the past that continue to shape their identity.

The discussion shifts to the cultural landscape of the time, highlighting the

traditional focus of RADA's curriculum on theatre arts over budding

television media. The author reminisces about the crucial role of radio in

shaping their early exposure to drama, emphasizing how the BBC's

promotion of English language and literature was a cornerstone of societal

norms.
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However, beneath this narrative of growth and camaraderie lays the author's

struggle with self-image. They candidly admit to feelings of inadequacy

about their appearance, especially when comparing themselves to

conventionally attractive peers like actress Diane Cilento. Their reflections

reveal an acute awareness of the beauty standards imposed by the theatre

industry, which favored a particular look, leading to envy and self-doubt.

The chapter also delves into the gender dynamics at RADA, shaped by

post-war societal shifts that resulted in a significant population of women in

their cohort. The author shares a meaningful encounter with a gay classmate,

Tony Beckley, who adds depth to their understanding of gender and sexual

identity during a time when societal constraints were particularly heavy on

individuals outside the heterosexual norm.

Amidst these challenges, friendship flourishes. The author recalls joyful

times spent with Tony at popular social spots like Lyons Corner House, a

reflection of the camaraderie that sometimes transcends societal pressures.

They express admiration for established actors, particularly Paul Scofield,

and dream of achieving stardom themselves. The chapter closes with a

tribute to Tony Beckley’s vibrant personality, underscoring his impact on the

author’s life and the theatre community, as well as an acknowledgment of

the legacy he leaves behind. 
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This chapter serves as a poignant reminder of the complexities of identity,

the sociocultural contexts of the time, and the essential role of friendship and

shared dreams in the pursuit of a more authentic self within the theatrical

world.
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Chapter 4: 7 The Young Woman

The Young Woman

First Job in Acting  

Sheila Hancock begins by reminiscing about her first professional acting

role after graduating from the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA) in

1951. She joined the repertory theatre at the Theatre Royal in Oldham,

where she embraced challenging and provocative roles that often surprised

the management. Despite her mother's hopes for her to secure more

conventional parts, Hancock was determined to follow her passion for

acting, paving the way for her future in the theatre.

Life in the Spotlight  

As her career gained momentum, Hancock faced the challenges of public

life, particularly when it came to media attention. She recounts her

experiences of requesting privacy for herself and her partner, John, only to

be met with the relentless pursuit of aggressive photographers. This struggle

highlights the difficulties of navigating fame, especially for a young actress

striving to find meaningful work amid an often superficial industry. She

candidly reflects on the monotonous audition process in London and her
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eagerness to land more substantial roles.

A Year in Oldham  

During her time in Oldham, Hancock found solace in the camaraderie of the

local community, although the living conditions were bleak. She shares her

fondness for Ethel, a close friend who was a victim of domestic violence,

allowing Hancock to witness the harsh realities faced by mill workers. This

experience deepened her understanding of the societal struggles of the time

and fostered a sense of empathy for those around her.

Reflections on Work and Personal Life  

Hancock reflects on the fierce competition in the acting world and the

scarcity of significant roles during her early career. Living hand to mouth

molded her experiences and shaped her identity as an actress. She also

narrates personal anecdotes, including a forbidden romance that emphasized

the societal expectations placed upon women. This blend of professional and

personal challenges paints a vivid picture of her journey thus far.

Marriage and Early Domestic Life  

In this chapter, Hancock discusses her marriage to Alec, revealing the

difficulties they faced in the early years of their union, particularly while
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living in a cramped basement apartment. Their struggles reflect the broader

social changes of the 1950s, as they navigated the complexities of starting a

life together amid economic hardships. Her reflections underscore the

gradual improvement in their circumstances as they grew more established.

Cultural Observations and Changes  

Hancock's insights extend to her observations of the cultural landscape of the

1950s, where she critiques public figures and their often flawed personas.

Her longing for authenticity resonates throughout her narrative as she

navigates her evolving identity as an actress and a woman. These reflections

are juxtaposed with her personal transformations, encapsulating the essence

of her journey through a rapidly changing society.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 8 The Young Man

Chapter 5 Summary: Theatrical Struggles in Liverpool

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, the Young Man Repertory Theatre in

England, notable for its innovative productions featuring talents like Sheila

Hancock, began to lose its vitality. By the time John Thaw arrived in

Liverpool in 1960 to fulfill a contract with the prestigious Royal Academy

of Dramatic Art (RADA), the theatre scene had grown stagnant under the

influence of local impresario Maud Carpenter, whose resistance to new and

daring plays hampered creative expression. Thaw's performance in Sean

O’Casey's *Juno and the Paycock* emerged as a beacon of talent amidst a

generally uninspired landscape.

As he endeavored to establish himself in this daunting theatrical

environment, John confronted broader societal anxieties, including the threat

of terrorism and personal health issues. Despite the prevailing mediocrity

and the discouraging attitudes of many actors around him, he remained

committed to refining his craft. Support from fellow artists, particularly

Freddie Farley and Barry J. Gordon, provided him with a crucial lifeline.

Complicating matters were his romantic entanglements, particularly with a

woman named Jennifer, which sowed discord between John’s professional

aspirations and his personal desires.
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Throughout this tumultuous period, John fostered important friendships,

notably with Ken Parry, who became a mentor. As he interacted with openly

gay men, John began to challenge his own prejudices regarding sexuality.

His rising fame in the acting world contrasted sharply with the burgeoning

music scene of The Beatles, who were capturing the essence of Liverpool.

In a pivotal shift, John reluctantly navigated the emerging realm of

television, discovering success in this medium despite his initial skepticism.

His roles in trailblazing series like *Z-Cars* marked a significant turning

point, allowing him to collaborate with innovative writers and directors and

solidifying his development as an actor.

However, with the ascent of his career, John's personal life became

increasingly chaotic, particularly his marriage to Sally Alexander. While

they experienced joyful moments, including the birth of their daughter

Abigail, the pressures of John's fame and his volatile temperament strained

their relationship. Furthermore, the aspirations Sally held for the theatre

conflicted with John's growing prominence in television, further widening

their emotional divide.

In sum, Chapter 5 encapsulates the intricate dynamics of John Thaw's early

career, weaving together his personal struggles, evolving friendships, and

the tensions between the realms of theatre and television. As he sought
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artistic fulfillment and personal connection, he faced the dual challenges of

societal anxieties and his own ambitions amidst the complexities of life.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 10 So What About Love?

What About Love?

Disastrous Rehearsals  

In the crucial first week of rehearsals for the play "So What About Love?",

tensions ran high as the cast grappled with numerous challenges. Much of

the frustration centered around John Thaw’s performance, which clashed

with the desired light comedic tone that director Herbert Wise and other

actors envisioned. Sheila Hancock, an experienced actress, voiced her

concerns to Wise about Thaw's casting, questioning whether he was indeed

right for the role despite previous assurances regarding his talents. This

tension set a contentious backdrop for the initial rehearsals.

Christmas Reflections  

As Christmas approached, Hancock cherished time spent with her family,

contemplating both the joys of the present and the difficulties of past

Christmases. Despite the festive spirit, the specter of Thaw’s challenges

loomed large, casting a shadow over their creative process. The post-holiday

period necessitated an urgent push to enhance their performances, reigniting

the earlier tensions and uncertainties.
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Unexpected Bonds  

A turning point came during a seemingly trivial incident involving a difficult

evening dress, which prompted Hancock to engage more meaningfully with

Thaw. This moment led to an unexpected breakthrough, as Thaw laughed

genuinely for the first time, marking a notable shift in their dynamic.

Encouraged by this newfound rapport, Hancock began to share creative

ideas with Thaw, who gradually started to embrace collaboration.

New Challenges and Communication  

Despite this progress, new challenges emerged, particularly concerning

Thaw’s health issues, which created strain on his relationships. Hancock

noted the complications in Thaw’s personal life, revealing a complex and

often aloof nature. The strain affected communication not only with

Hancock but also with his family, highlighting underlying tensions that

further complicated the rehearsal process.

Touring Together  

As the duo embarked on a tour together, their relationship deepened,

unveiling layers of each other's personalities. Hancock was taken aback by

Thaw’s surprises and realized he was far more multifaceted than she had
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originally perceived. These shared experiences fostered a burgeoning

friendship, enriching both their professional and personal lives.

The Harsh Reality of Theatre  

Upon returning to London for Thaw's 60th birthday, the glittering facade of

the West End theatre was starkly contrasted by the gritty realities backstage.

A negative review from a leading critic hit hard, affecting not only Hancock

but also the overall morale of the production. In facing this harsh feedback,

Hancock struggled with her own insecurities but sought to maintain a sense

of humor, highlighting the ongoing challenges and intricate emotional

landscape of life in theater.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 11 When the Journey Was Rough

Chapter 7 Summary: When the Journey Was Rough

In this chapter, we explore the divergent yet parallel journeys of John and

Sheila following their time together. John found success in the world of

comedy, securing roles in prominent television and theatre productions.

Despite his professional achievements, he grappled with personal struggles

that often overshadowed his career. In contrast, Sheila redirected her

energies back into sitcoms and theatre while simultaneously navigating the

complexities of family life. This choice served as a coping mechanism to

deal with the emotional fallout of their relationship.

Sheila’s life took a darker turn as she faced the profound sorrow of watching

her mother’s health decline, culminating in her mother’s death. This

experience forced Sheila to confront her faith, which had once been a solid

foundation in her life. The pain of loss turned her deeply introspective,

leading to feelings of guilt and a significant crisis of faith. Compounding her

grief were the losses she experienced with her father's death and the

diagnosis of cancer for her partner, Alec, further deepening her emotional

turmoil.

Amid these tribulations, a philosophical transformation began to take shape
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within Sheila. As she cared for both her mother and later Alec, she wrestled

with her long-held belief in an all-loving God. This painful journey through

suffering led her to abandon the search for divine explanations for pain and

suffering, embracing instead the raw realities of life and death. This shift

marked a significant departure from her earlier ideals.

Through her grief, Sheila discovered feminism, sparked by the impactful

readings from "The Female Eunuch." This discovery prompted her to

reevaluate her identity and societal expectations. Sheila became actively

involved in women’s groups, advocating for women’s rights and rejecting

the outdated norms that confined women to subservient roles. Her advocacy

grew, leading her to public speaking engagements where she passionately

championed the empowerment of women.

The chapter concludes with Sheila's reflections on the broader societal

changes occurring around her, intertwining her personal growth with

significant political events and cultural shifts. Her journey of transformation

fosters a connection between her personal experiences and the collective

struggles for women’s rights, underscoring how individual and societal

narratives often intersect.
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Chapter 8: 12 It Took You

Chapter 8 Summary: A Journey Through Love and Loss

A New Beginning  

In the aftermath of Alec’s death, Sheila finds solace in her reunion with

John. Their bond deepens as they navigate the emotional turbulence of loss

together. John’s determination and passion resonate with Sheila, who seeks

comfort and love amid her feelings of shock and upheaval. Their

relationship blossoms against the backdrop of grief, allowing both to

redefine their lives.

Challenges in Health  

As Valentine's Day nears, the couple faces a daunting challenge when John

receives troubling health news from his doctor, Slevin. Concerned yet

proactive, Sheila takes it upon herself to seek out information and support,

demonstrating her commitment to caring for John at home. Despite the

looming shadow of illness, their intimacy thrives, enriched by romantic

gestures and playful banter that bring moments of joy amidst difficulties.

Blossoming Romance  

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


With renewed happiness, Sheila revels in her relationship with John,

cherishing their quirky traditions and shared meals. Their love deepens as

she contemplates expanding their family, leading to the joyous surprise of a

pregnancy that lights up their lives and brings excitement to both John and

Sheila’s daughters.

A Relationship Reaffirmed  

Embracing an unconventional path, Sheila and John choose to marry on

Christmas Eve. Their wedding is a departure from traditional expectations, a

joyous celebration that, unbeknownst to them, will later draw media

attention. Early married life is characterized by bliss and compatibility,

highlighting the lighthearted joy they find in one another as they build their

future together.

Family Dynamics  

Family life flourishes within the warmth of their household, showcasing

John's delightful interactions with Sheila's daughters. His humor and

candidness inject energy into their blended family, creating a vibrant

atmosphere filled with love. Although they occasionally face tensions, the

overall harmony shines through, illustrating the beauty of their new family

unit.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Health Decline and Acceptance  

As John's health begins to fail, Sheila remains a steadfast presence. She

navigates their evolving circumstances with grace, reflecting on the

profound themes of love and loss. In these poignant moments, John’s

vulnerability surfaces, yet he strives to hold onto a semblance of normalcy,

surrounded by the love they share.

Final Moments  

The chapter reaches its emotional peak with John’s final moments.

Surrounded by family, Sheila provides comfort as he passes away

peacefully. Their profound love resonates deeply, culminating in bittersweet

acceptance of their journey together, illustrating the delicate balance

between love and loss. Through this heartfelt narrative, Sheila encapsulates

the essence of their relationship, emphasizing the enduring power of love

and connection, even in the face of inevitable grief.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 13 It Took Two of Us

### Chapter 9 - "The Two of Us" Summary

Context and Themes  

The chapter opens against the gritty backdrop of the 1970s, a decade marred

by global violence and political unrest, including the Vietnam War, IRA

bombings, and political assassinations in the U.S. This environment of

societal turmoil serves as a poignant contrast to the hopeful and vibrant

ethos of the 1960s. It sets the tone for the personal struggles and reflections

that unfold throughout the chapter.

Personal Reflections  

As the author approaches their birthday, the deep pain of losing John weighs

heavily on them. Grieving profoundly, they try to find solace in literature,

particularly Shakespeare, but ultimately feel overwhelmed by sorrow. In an

attempt to escape the ceaseless ache of loss, they immerse themselves in

work, leading to busy, distracting days.

Filming "Regan" and "The Sweeney"  
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Amidst this grief, John is approached with a contract for a new police drama,

initially titled "Regan," which later evolves into the iconic "The Sweeney."

While hesitant about stepping into another police role, John’s eventual

acceptance marks the beginning of a path that kindles both success and

personal turmoil. The author expresses support for John's decision, noting

how the series not only gains traction but fosters a familial bond among the

cast and production crew.

Cultural Impact of "The Sweeney"  

"The Sweeney" emerges as a groundbreaking series, challenging television

norms by incorporating violence and anti-authoritarian themes. Its portrayal

of police brutality and moral ambiguity resonates strongly with the era's

social climate, sparking both controversy and acclaim. Consequently, John

and his co-stars become beloved figures in pop culture, navigating the

complexities of fame while managing interactions with enthusiastic fans.

Personal Struggles in Fame  

The narrative delves into how John's escalating fame complicates their

personal life. The scrutiny of their relationship and public personas contrasts

sharply with their everyday lives and familial responsibilities. The

juxtaposition between their private struggles and public attention adds depth

to their story, mirroring the broader chaotic landscape of 1970s fame.
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Grief and Mourning  

In the aftermath of John’s death, the author is engulfed by profound sorrow.

They describe feelings of paralysis and despair while recounting the rituals

surrounding his passing. Choosing a private cremation to shield their grief

from media intrusion reflects a deep desire for intimacy in mourning and

underscores their longing for John's presence.

Family Dynamics  

Interactions with their children highlight the intricate dynamics of a family

affected by public life. The influence of John’s fame becomes apparent, as it

generates both pride and confusion among the children, complicating their

understanding of their father's legacy.

Critique of Success  

As John’s career reaches new heights, the author confronts a sense of guilt

intertwined with their newfound wealth and success. Despite enjoying

material comforts, the emotional strain alongside the violence and upheaval

of society presents a stark contrast, prompting introspection regarding the

price of fame.
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Conclusion  

The chapter wraps up with the author’s contemplation of John’s upcoming

memorial service. They grapple with the disconnection between how the

public perceives John—through the lens of his roles—and the complexities

of his true self. This reflection captures the profound emotional turmoil in

the wake of loss, weaving together themes of love, grief, and the incessant

quest for identity amid a tumultuous societal backdrop.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 14 It Takes Care

Summary of Chapter 10 - "The Two of Us" by Sheila Hancock

In Chapter 10, entitled "The Two of Us," Sheila Hancock navigates the

backdrop of the Winter of Discontent in 1979, a period marked by

widespread strikes and social upheaval in the UK. This tumultuous

environment, shaped by Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher's austerity

measures targeting public spending and union powers, casts a shadow over

the era's political landscape. Despite some advancements in women's roles in

the workforce, Sheila laments the stagnation of feminist causes during this

time, underscoring the challenges women continue to face.

Amidst this socio-political turmoil, Sheila shares intimate anecdotes about

her family life with actor John Thaw, weaving humor into tales of their

chaotic cooking endeavors and the mishaps of family barbecues. These

personal stories illuminate a close-knit family dynamic, rich with both joy

and chaos, particularly during children's gatherings, creating a poignant

contrast to the external chaos of the world.

As the chapter unfolds, Sheila addresses John’s professional struggles,

illustrating his frustrations with the television industry and the delays of

various projects. This is juxtaposed with her own career highlights,
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including a significant role in "Sweeney Todd," a milestone that she

achieved despite battling stage fright. John’s unwavering support during

these challenges emerges as a crucial element in her journey, showcasing the

strength of their partnership.

The narrative takes a poignant turn as Sheila recounts a vivid dream about

John, which encapsulates her deep sense of loss and yearning for connection

following his death. Through this reflection, she explores the

all-encompassing nature of grief, a universal experience that resonates with

many. The chapter reveals that the process of mourning, while personally

exhausting, is a shared human experience.

As Sheila immerses herself in directing, she reflects on how her career has at

times overshadowed family life. She recognizes John's innate talent and

adaptability in performance, while also commenting on his struggles with

recognition in the competitive theater world. This commentary dovetails

with a broader social critique of Thatcherism, highlighting the fractures

within communities and the importance of artistic expression as a means of

coping during times of societal unrest.

In her concluding thoughts, Sheila listens to a tape of Elgar, which stirs

cherished memories and stresses the intricate link between private grief and

collective human experience. Her final reflections celebrate John's humanity

and exceptional talent, noting the pride felt by his peers. In doing so, she
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emphasizes the inseparable bond between her personal and professional life,

ultimately framing the chapter as a tribute to love, loss, and the enduring

power of art amidst life's challenges.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 15 It Takes Patience

It Takes Patience

Introduction to Ted Childs and Kenny McBain  

In the mid-1980s, Ted Childs, a visionary Head of Drama at Central TV,

garnered a reputation for his ability to identify and cultivate fresh talent in

the television industry. Among the promising individuals he encountered

was Kenny McBain, an aspiring writer eager to shift from children's

programming to the more nuanced realm of adult drama.

The Inspector Morse Proposal  

Spearheading a bold initiative, Kenny proposed adapting Colin Dexter's

series of detective novels featuring the enigmatic Inspector Morse. Set

against the picturesque backdrop of Oxford, these stories encapsulated

intricate plots and rich character development. However, the project faced

skepticism from Central TV executives, who perceived Morse as an

unlikable protagonist, raising concerns about audience appeal.

Negotiations and Support  
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Recognizing the potential of Kenny's vision, Ted stepped in to facilitate a

pivotal meeting with John Birt, then Director of Programmes at London

Weekend Television (LWT). Despite the earlier reluctance of Central TV, the

meeting proved fruitful, garnering approval to advance the project—a

significant win for Kenny and the team.

Production Team Assembly  

With a green light on the project, Kenny enlisted the talents of Anthony

Minghella to adapt the stories. Advocating for two-hour episodes—an

unusual format for the time—Kenny aimed to elevate the series’ storytelling.

The team worked tirelessly to attract some of the industry's best writers and

directors, thereby ensuring high production values that would set the series

apart.

Development of Inspector Morse  

During the show's development, John Birt provided insightful guidance,

advocating for subtle character enhancements to make Inspector Morse more

relatable to viewers. Collaborating closely with Colin Dexter, who was

experiencing health challenges, the team refined the character of Morse

while maintaining the essence of Dexter’s original narratives, ultimately

creating a more engaging lead.
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Tragic Loss of Kenny McBain  

As the series began to take shape, Kenny's strategic vision and collaborative

efforts were crucial to its success. However, tragedy struck when he

succumbed to leukemia at the young age of thirty-seven. His untimely

passing reverberated deeply within the production team, leaving a profound

impact on those who knew him, especially John Birt. Kenny's legacy lived

on through the series, a testament to his talent and dedication to the craft.
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Chapter 12: 16 Fear and Despair

### Summary of Chapter 12: Fear and Despair

Health Crisis and Struggles  

The chapter begins with a pivotal health scare for the author during a tour in

Madrid, resulting in hospitalization for suspected gallstones and pancreatitis.

This crisis catalyzes deep reflection on her tumultuous relationship with

John, conveyed through a letter he sends which lacks acknowledgment of

their underlying issues. During this challenging time, the author finds a

renewed bond with her daughter, Joanna. Together, they navigate the

emotional fallout from the author's past secrecy about her cancer, revealing

the shared struggles they face.

Independence and Healing  

Determined to prioritize her well-being, the author undergoes gallbladder

surgery and receives the hopeful news that she is cancer-free. This moment

marks a significant turning point, prompting her to adopt a holistic approach

to health, blending traditional and complementary medicines. However, she

grapples with both physical health challenges and mental superstitions

related to luck. The chapter draws parallels to societal perspectives on
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illness, particularly how the AIDS crisis has shaped collective grief and

coping mechanisms.

Emotional Turmoil and Isolation  

The narrative evolves as the author confronts profound loneliness and

heartache following John's death. She reminisces about their shared rituals

and the comforts of their past life, highlighting the disorientation she feels in

his absence. The author also reflects on significant historical events that

intersect with her personal grief, contemplating societal attitudes toward

death, illness, and public tragedies that have transformed the collective

consciousness.

Memorial and Legacy  

Amidst her reflections on the painful separation from John and his theatrical

legacy, the author begins to understand the importance of moving forward.

She seeks solace in creating new memories with her family, celebrating

milestones, and facing adversities together. This journey illustrates how

personal grief connects to broader human experiences, crafting a narrative

filled with love, despair, resilience, and the ongoing trials of life after loss.

Conclusion  
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In conclusion, this chapter intricately weaves the complexities of chronic

illness with the emotional depths of love and grief. The author’s journey

highlights her confrontation with health crises, the nuances of familial

relationships, and the enduring legacy of a relationship that profoundly

shapes her identity. Through this exploration, the chapter encapsulates the

interwoven stories of healing, loss, and the quest for resilience amidst

despair.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 17 Change

Change

John's Transformation through Therapy  

John’s journey began with a single therapy session with Udi Eichler, a

skilled therapist who quickly recognized the depth of John's struggles. As

they explored John’s complexities, Udi encouraged him to value himself and

confront his fears related to abandonment and alcohol abuse. This

therapeutic relationship deepened, and John started documenting his dreams,

which unearthed traumatic experiences from his childhood. However, their

connection faced a rupture when John, fueled by his anger and unable to

address issues surrounding his drinking, chose to cut ties with Udi after an

unspecified incident that left them both at a crossroads.

Declining Support and Struggles  

In the aftermath, John's emotional state deteriorated, plunging both him and

his partner, Sheila, into despair. The impact of his addiction became

increasingly apparent, disrupting his professional life and personal

relationships. Sheila's attempts to support him led her to unsettling

discoveries about his secretive habits, including hidden alcohol and
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smoking, deepening her concern and sense of helplessness.

Tough Love and Seeking Help  

Sheila, influenced by Clare Higgins—a knowledgeable counselor in

addiction—along with friends, decided to adopt a "tough love" approach.

They believed that withholding support might motivate John to seek help.

Their strategy bore fruit when John finally reached out, prompting Sheila

and Jo to guide him toward recovery from a supportive yet distant stance.

Beechy's Impact  

John's path took a significant turn upon meeting Dr. Beauchamp Colcough,

affectionately known as Beechy. Drawing from his own past experiences,

Beechy formed a connection with John that inspired him through an

intensive treatment process. This relationship played a pivotal role in John's

newfound commitment to sobriety, which he felt was not just a personal

achievement but a liberating step toward emotional healing and reconnecting

with those he cared for.

John's Personal Growth and Loss  

Amidst the progress, John faced the tragedy of losing his father, which

stirred a profound sense of grief within him. For the first time, he allowed
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himself to experience and express these emotions, showcasing his personal

growth. This emotional engagement, coupled with changes in his lifestyle

and improved familial relationships, indicated a significant transformation in

John's character.

Renewed Relationships  

As John and Sheila navigated their turbulent feelings, they found a way to

reconnect, rekindling their bond amidst their struggles. Conflicts arose, but

these were now shaped by mutual growth rather than cruelty or fear. Sheila

began to realize the importance of her own independence, cultivating her

identity separate from John, while cherishing the journey they shared

together.

Final Reflections  

In the wake of John's absence, as spring blossomed, Sheila wrestled with

contrasting emotions—the vibrant beauty of life overshadowed by her

profound sense of loss. Through this internal struggle, she understood the

importance of embracing her own identity, recognizing it as a vital step

toward her healing journey.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 18 You Came Through

Chapter 14 Summary: You Came Through with the Fog Cleared

In this chapter, the story unfolds through significant themes of clarity, love,

and resilience as John and Sheila navigate their shared journey in the late

1990s.

Clarity and Forgiveness  

In 1997, John confronts his past mistakes, particularly his struggles with

addiction, expressing deep remorse to Sheila. This moment of clarity

prompts a heartfelt apology, reinforcing their bond and illuminating Sheila's

unwavering support through the turmoil. John's acknowledgment of the

impact of his actions marks a turning point in their relationship.

Milestones of Love  

Celebrating their Silver Wedding Anniversary in 1998, John and Sheila share

gifts and messages filled with gratitude and love. John's letters encapsulate

his pride in Sheila and the life they’ve built together, while she reflects on

the transformative influence he has had on her life. Their mutual

appreciation signifies the strength of their connection.
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Family Matters  

The couple faces external challenges, particularly involving their daughter’s

difficulties and the health scares of their grandchild, Jack. In these trying

times, John emerges as a pillar of support, bringing the family together to

face these hardships, reinforcing his role as a loving father and grandfather.

The Joys of Grandparenting  

John and Sheila revel in the joys of grandparenthood, showcased through

Lola's performance at her dance school and John's affectionate moments

with his grandchildren. This new chapter brings lightness and love into their

lives, enriching their relationship and allowing them to witness joy through

their family.

Artistic Endeavors and Struggles  

As Sheila reflects on John's artistic career, she captures the tension between

his struggles and successes. With each performance, John learns to embrace

life sober, rediscovering his humor and creativity. Their partnership during

this time strengthens, as they both navigate the complex terrain of personal

and professional growth.
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Journey of Self-Discovery  

As John battles health issues, Sheila embarks on her spiritual journey,

exploring various beliefs and ultimately finding peace within the Society of

Friends (Quakers). This new spiritual connection offers her solace and

assists her in grappling with her own desires for deeper meaning amidst life's

challenges.

Cherished Memories and Loss  

Sheila nostalgically recalls their cherished moments together—trips,

laughter, and quiet evenings—highlighting the poignancy of their love story

as John's health declines. The recollections are bittersweet, signifying both

the beauty and sorrow intertwined in their lifelong partnership.

End of an Era  

Facing John's illness, their relationship evolves, revealing an unwavering

strength rooted in love and support. As Sheila navigates her impending loss,

she captures the essence of their shared journey, a testament to their

resilience in the face of adversity.

Conclusion  
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Through Sheila’s introspective reflections, this chapter elucidates the

complexities of marriage, the trials of life, and the endurance of love. Their

story demonstrates how forgiveness, shared struggles, and cherished

moments weave a rich tapestry of companionship amidst the inevitable

challenges life presents.
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Chapter 15 Summary: 19 A Single Woman

In Chapter 15 of "The Two of Us" by Sheila Hancock, the narrator reflects

 on the complex dynamics of guilt and responsibility that surround her

relationship with John, whose battles with addiction and depression weigh

heavily on her conscience. She finds herself wrestling with the notion that

her ordinary demeanor might have limited John’s potential, considering

whether her presence provided him with a comforting refuge from external

pressures or inadvertently stifled his growth due to her own insecurities.

This introspection leads her to draw parallels between her maternal instincts

and those of John’s mother, who had long since vanished from his life.

John’s mother remains a shadowy figure, rarely mentioned and almost

non-existent in his recounting of his childhood. This silence frustrates the

narrator, igniting her curiosity about the effects of his mother’s abandonment

on both John and their daughters. She embarks on a quest to understand

John’s past, particularly through the lens of his family, focusing on his

grandmother and aunt. While his aunt emerges as a lovingly supportive

influence, emblematic of familial warmth, John’s mother is painted in stark,

neglectful contrast—her absence reverberating throughout the family and

hinting at deep emotional scars that challenge their unity.

As the chapter unfolds, the narrator uncovers the surprising detail that John

had engaged in secret visits with his mother during his youth. This
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revelation suggests a fraught but meaningful relationship marked by conflict

and longing—a reflection of John’s struggle with issues of loyalty and his

complicated lineage. These clandestine meetings highlight the tangled web

of familial ties and underscore the profound impact that parental

relationships can have on individual growth.

Overall, this chapter explores the intricate themes of familial bonds and the

weight of past relationships, emphasizing the lasting influence they exert on

personal development and the ongoing journey of self-understanding.
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Chapter 16: 20 I Thought One Was Enough, It’s Not True

Summary of Chapter 16: I Thought One Was Enough, It’s Not True

In this chapter, the author initiates a poignant reflection on a tribute held for

Jack Gold, which stirs a deep sense of regret in her for not fully expressing

her appreciation for him while he was alive. The event serves not only as a

celebration of Jack’s life but also highlights the emerging stardom of Ray

and intertwines humor through Tom's lighthearted anecdotes, eliciting

laughter even amid the prevailing grief. This blend of joy and sorrow paints

a complex picture of how friends cope with loss.

As the tribute fades, the author confronts a heavy atmosphere of mourning

that seems to demand a pause in life's activities. She draws sobering parallels

between her personal bereavement and the collective suffering experienced

by families impacted by historical tragedies like 9/11. Through this

comparison, she critiques misguided responses to terror, particularly military

actions, and underscores the relentless cycle of violence that often follows

such events.

In stark contrast to this heaviness, the author finds solace in moments spent

with her grandchildren, Jack and Lola. Their innocent laughter and playful

interactions remind her of the resilience of childhood joy, echoing the
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philosophical musings of Albert Camus, who emphasizes that even in the

shadow of adult sorrow, joy can still flourish.

The narrative then reaches a significant crossroads in the author’s grieving

process, where she must choose between the paths of recovery or perpetual

martyrdom to her loss. A shared poem resonates with her deeply, delineating

the choices between succumbing to despair and embracing cherished

memories. This prompts her to honor John’s life not through continued

sorrow but by nurturing love and allowing herself to move forward.

The chapter concludes with a resonant message on the enduring power of

love and remembrance. The author resolves to hold the past dear while

committing to living fully in the present, intertwining the lessons learned

from both grief and joy into her journey ahead.
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