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About the book

In "The Wave" by Todd Strasser, the narrative unfolds in a high school

history class in Palo Alto, California, set against the backdrop of 1969—a

time of significant social change and political unrest in the United States.

History teacher Burt Ross, eager to illustrate the dangers of totalitarianism,

introduces an experimental movement he calls The Wave. This initiative

emphasizes a triad of principles: "strength through discipline, community,

and action." Initially intended as a teaching tool, The Wave swiftly

captivates the student body, fostering a sense of unity and purpose among

them.

As students increasingly align themselves with The Wave, its influence

permeates the school, creating an atmosphere charged with excitement and

camaraderie. However, two students, Laurie Saunders and David Collins,

grow increasingly concerned about the movement's implications. They

observe how peer pressure drives their classmates to abandon individual

thought in favor of blind conformity, leading to disturbing behaviors and an

unsettling group mentality.

Laurie, a perceptive and outspoken student, begins to unravel the dangers

behind The Wave's surface allure. David, while initially supportive of the

movement, gradually recognizes its toxic potential as their peers become

more dogmatic and competitive in their dedication to The Wave. Together,
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they realize that the escalating fervor could lead to significant consequences,

reminiscent of historical instances of authoritarian control.

As tensions rise, Laurie and David resolve to confront their school's newly

formed cult-like environment. They face challenges not only from their

enthusiastic classmates but also from the authoritarian tendencies emerging

in their once-ordinary school setting. Ultimately, the duo's fight against The

Wave becomes a struggle for individuality, critical thinking, and moral

integrity, showcasing the delicate balance between community and

conformity. As they endeavor to halt The Wave's advance, they must grapple

with the harsh reality that the allure of power and belonging can sometimes

lead individuals down a perilous path.
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About the author

**Summary of Todd Strasser's "Summer of '69"**

In "Summer of '69," Todd Strasser artfully captures the essence of youth and

personal identity during a pivotal moment in American history— the

summer of 1969. This era is characterized by significant cultural shifts,

including the Vietnam War protests, the rise of counterculture movements,

and landmark events like the Woodstock Festival, which serve as a backdrop

for the characters’ journeys.

The narrative revolves around a group of teenagers grappling with the

pressures of growing up while navigating the vibrant yet tumultuous social

landscape of the time. As they explore their individual aspirations and

confront family expectations, the protagonists experience the thrill of first

loves, the pain of loss, and the search for self amidst external chaos. These

themes resonate deeply as the characters reflect on their beliefs and values in

a changing world.

Key developments reveal the characters’ struggles with identity and

belonging, as they become increasingly aware of broader societal issues and

their impact on personal relationships. This blend of personal growth and

historical context not only enriches their experiences but also invites readers

to reflect on their own lives and the enduring challenges of youth.
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Strasser's background as a writer deeply influences the story. His own

experiences as a young man, coupled with the rich tapestry of historical

events from 1969, lend authenticity and depth to the narrative. The author

draws on his literary knowledge, gained from both his formal education and

diverse life experiences, to create relatable and thought-provoking

characters.

Ultimately, "Summer of '69" serves as both a nostalgic look back at a

transformative era and a poignant exploration of the universal quest for

identity, capturing the spirit of a generation while highlighting the timeless

journey of adolescence. Through this engaging narrative, Strasser invites

readers into a world where the complexities of youth intertwine with the

broader societal changes that shape individual destinies.
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Chapter 1 Summary: An unusual history class

SUMMARY OF CHAPTER: AN UNUSUAL HISTORY CLASS

At Gordon High School, history teacher Ben Ross is increasingly

exasperated by his senior class’s habitual tardiness and lack of preparation

for class discussions. As he teaches about World War II, particularly the

grim realities of concentration camps, the students react with discomfort and

confusion over why ordinary Germans failed to resist the Nazis. Ben, feeling

the weight of their questions and his inability to answer them satisfactorily,

decides to launch an experimental project aimed at helping the students

better understand the dynamics of power and discipline within society.

Following their view of the documentary, Laurie, a thoughtful student, feels

unsettled by the film's content, in stark contrast to her boyfriend David, who

believes that history has imparted important lessons that ensure such horrors

could never reoccur. The next day, students are greeted by the new slogan

“Strength through discipline” written on the blackboard, which sparks Ben’s

initiative to illustrate the importance of discipline in achieving success. He

introduces structured exercises meant to promote teamwork and order, and

though the initial attempts are chaotic, the students gradually begin to

synchronize under his leadership.
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Amid this transformation, Ben highlights Robert, a socially awkward

student, as an example of how embracing The Wave—a concept born from

their experiment—can empower individuals. This newfound structure helps

Robert gain confidence and even increases his social standing, as he takes on

a protective role for Ben during the experiment.

As students adopt the principles of The Wave, they experience a sense of

unity and excitement. They learn a distinct salute and create a logo

symbolizing their collective strength and purpose. However, not all are

convinced; Laurie voices her concerns to her parents, with her mother

expressing apprehension about the experiment’s potential to evolve into a

mind-control situation akin to a cult.

Meanwhile, the boys use The Wave principles to boost morale during

football practice, highlighting a broader theme of how discipline and group

identity can influence positive change, but also bringing attention to the

dangers of blind obedience to authority. The chapter richly explores the

balance between community spirit and individual thought, revealing both the

motivational power of discipline and the risks associated with losing

personal autonomy in a collective mindset.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The experiment spirals out of
control

Chapter 2 of "The Wave" sees the eponymous experiment evolve into a

 potent force, transcending the boundaries of the history classroom to

cultivate a sense of unity among the students. Ben Ross, the teacher

orchestrating The Wave, is initially thrilled by the increased engagement and

enthusiasm among his students. However, as the movement expands,

concerns begin to mount, particularly from his wife, Christy, who fears the

ramifications may be more significant than they anticipated.

To solidify The Wave's structure, Ben issues membership cards and appoints

monitors to uphold new rules, fostering an environment where students feel

equal and connected. However, this newfound camaraderie comes at a cost

for Laurie Saunders, who increasingly feels the weight of social pressure and

conformity. Her unease is dismissed by her peers, showcasing the intense

loyalty that The Wave has generated among its followers.

Ben’s principal, Mr. Owens, cautions him about potentially losing control

over The Wave, a warning Ben dismisses, believing he can manage the

situation. Meanwhile, Laurie's journalistic instincts urge her to investigate

the burgeoning movement. At a school newspaper meeting, she learns about

a disturbing incident: a student assaulted for refusing to join The Wave. This

revelation intensifies her resolve to uncover the negative implications of the
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movement.

As a rally is organized to attract more followers, Laurie decides to separate

herself from The Wave, leading to a rift with her boyfriend, David, who is

passionately devoted to the initiative. Devoting herself to investigative

journalism, Laurie gathers her fellow writers to cover the disturbing realities

surrounding The Wave, including a violent incident targeting a Jewish

student.

Tensions escalate when Laurie's locker is vandalized, and she feels a

growing sense of danger while walking home. David, frustrated by the

distance growing between them, lashes out at Laurie but soon realizes that

The Wave’s influence has detrimental effects on both their relationship and

the school atmosphere. Christy, Ben’s wife, continues to express her

concerns about the potential fallout of the experiment, but Ben remains

steadfast, convinced of its educational significance.

The chapter culminates in a tense final meeting where Ben plans to strip The

Wave of its mystique and reveal its darker truths, drawing an alarming

parallel to Adolf Hitler and the perils of blind conformity. This revelation

forces the students to confront the unsettling realities of their actions and the

consequences of their participation in The Wave. As they emerge from the

auditorium, visibly shaken, this moment marks a pivotal turning point in the

narrative, highlighting the dangers inherent in unquestioned allegiance and
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groupthink.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Amy Smith

In Chapter 3 of "The Wave" by Todd Strasser, the narrative delves into the

 significant influence of The Wave on high school students, with a particular

focus on Laurie Saunders. Laurie, increasingly alarmed by the movement's

intensity and potential dangers, becomes one of the few students able to see

its seductive nature for what it is. Demonstrating her commitment to

freedom of expression and her conviction in standing up against The Wave,

she takes a bold step by publishing a special edition of the school newspaper

to voice her concerns. This act not only highlights her bravery but also

serves as a critical reminder of the importance of individual thought in the

face of overwhelming group dynamics.

In the backdrop, we are introduced to Amy Smith, Laurie's best friend, who

struggles with feelings of envy and inadequacy stemming from her

perceived overshadowing by Laurie, especially in relation to their mutual

friend, David. Despite being intelligent and attractive, Amy grapples with

insecurities that The Wave initially seems to alleviate, as she feels

empowered by the movement. However, this shift also creates a rift between

the two girls, emphasizing how easily friendships can become strained when

competitive emotions arise.

In a candid moment, Amy confronts her feelings, sharing her frustration with

Laurie. She expresses how The Wave has allowed her to feel a sense of
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belonging and equality that she had longed for, effectively declaring a

newfound identity for herself. As she embraces The Wave, she tells Laurie,

"you're not a princess anymore," signifying her transformation as she steps

out of Laurie's shadow. Yet, while reveling in this newfound power, Amy

remains oblivious to the darker side of The Wave, foreshadowing the

escalating tensions and moral dilemmas that the movement will provoke.

This chapter masterfully explores themes of friendship, individual identity,

and the psychological complexities of group mentality, demonstrating how

rapidly personal alliances can change under the influence of an enticing

collective movement. The narrative sets the stage for deepening conflicts as

students grapple with the balance between individuality and the allure of

communal belonging, highlighting the potential perils of losing oneself in

the crowd.
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Chapter 4: David Collins

In Chapter 4 of "The Wave," we witness significant character developments,

 particularly with Robert, a previously subdued student. His transformation

begins when Ben, the teacher, acknowledges him as a role model for The

Wave, a social experiment designed to explore the dynamics of conformity

and group mentality. This praise instills a newfound confidence in Robert,

allowing him to gradually shed his timidity and embrace his role within the

movement. As he immerses himself deeper, he takes on the role of Ben's

protector, fiercely defending The Wave against any opposition. However,

this shift also unveils a troubling aspect of his character; his zeal for the

group's unity prompts aggressive reactions towards dissenters, suggesting

that the journey to acceptance can lead to dark consequences.

In parallel, we are introduced to David Collins, Laurie’s boyfriend, who also

embodies the complexities of belonging. A charismatic football player,

David initially embraces The Wave, believing it could galvanize his team’s

performance. However, as his ardor for the movement intensifies, he begins

to inadvertently distance himself from Laurie, who becomes increasingly

concerned about the potential risks associated with the ideology behind The

Wave. Their subsequent conflict serves as a catalyst for David's realization

that while The Wave fosters a sense of community and discipline, it also

poses dangers that threaten personal relationships and individual

convictions.
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This chapter effectively underscores themes of belonging and the perilous

quest for acceptance, illustrating how characters like Robert and David can

become consumed by a movement that promises unity but often demands

the sacrifice of personal principles and relationships in the pursuit of success

and camaraderie. As the story unfolds, the implications of their choices may

have lasting repercussions, providing a poignant commentary on the

seductive nature of conformity.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Nazism

Summary of Chapter 5 of "The Wave"

Chapter 5 delves into the historical rise of Adolf Hitler and the devastating

impact of Nazism in Germany, providing critical context for understanding

authoritarianism and the dynamics of group behavior. Following the severe

repercussions of World War I, including economic despair and social

upheaval exacerbated by the Treaty of Versailles, Hitler ascended as the

Führer of the Nazi Party. His exceptional oratory skills garnered him a

devoted following, and by 1933, he successfully consolidated power by

eliminating political adversaries.

The chapter draws connections between these historical events and the

actions of Ben, the teacher in "The Wave," who, in his effort to instill

discipline and unity among his students, unwittingly employs similar

rallying tactics. In an environment marked by economic turmoil and

widespread unemployment, Hitler exploited public sentiment, utilizing

propaganda to establish a totalitarian regime characterized by the

suppression of dissent and the promotion of the Nazi ideology across all

societal facets.

Central to Hitler's strategy was the indoctrination of youth through the Hitler
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Youth, a compulsory organization aimed at instilling loyalty to the regime in

boys and girls alike, preparing them as future supporters, both ideologically

and during wartime. The systematic oppression escalated into the

establishment of concentration camps, beginning with the first camp in

Dachau in 1933. This horrific system evolved into a brutal mechanism for

mass extermination during the Holocaust, targeting Jews, the mentally ill,

and other marginalized groups, culminating in the notorious Final Solution.

The stark imagery of gas chambers and crematoria serves as a chilling

testament to the depths of Nazi brutality.

As the chapter unfolds, it highlights crucial themes of conformity, the

seductive nature of power, and the peril of unquestioning loyalty, mirroring

the experiences of Ben's students within "The Wave." Ultimately, this

historical examination serves as a powerful reminder of the capacity for

ordinary individuals to become complicit in atrocities, emphasizing the

importance of critical thought and moral responsibility in the face of

authoritarianism.
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Chapter 6 Summary: The concept of the group in social
psychology

Summary of Chapter 6 of "The Wave" by Todd Strasser

In Chapter 6, the story takes a profound turn as it grapples with the dark

themes of conformity and authority, drawing unsettling parallels to historical

tragedies, most notably the Holocaust. This backdrop serves to underscore

the narrative’s exploration of how group dynamics and societal pressures can

lead individuals to abandon their moral compass.

The chapter opens by reflecting on the grim realities of the Holocaust, a

period marked by inhuman acts where countless lives were lost and

identities extinguished, all under the influence of blind obedience and a

complicity that permeated society. It delves into the Vichy regime's

collaboration with Nazi Germany, illustrating how such complicity can be

facilitated by both societal norms and governmental structures, casting a

long shadow over the responsibilities of individuals within a community.

To further contextualize the dangers of conformity, the chapter introduces

concepts from social psychology. It highlights the pioneering work of

psychologist Gordon Allport, setting the stage for discussions on how

individuals are often swayed by established authority or group consensus.
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The experiments conducted by Solomon Asch and Stanley Milgram in the

wake of World War II reveal stark truths about human behavior: Asch

showed how peer pressure can lead individuals to conform against their

better judgment, while Milgram’s shocking experiment exposed the

disturbing extent to which people will follow authority, even when it results

in harm to others.

The narrative then shifts to Ron Jones’s experiment at Cubberly High School

in 1967, which echoes these psychological findings. Jones’s experiment,

"The Wave," demonstrates how swiftly individuals can adopt authoritarian

behaviors when they perceive strength in group identity. In this context,

Ben, a prominent character, employs three resonant slogans—“Strength

Through Discipline,” “Strength Through Community,” and “Strength

Through Action”—to create a potent sense of belonging among students

who are often yearning for acceptance in the challenging landscape of high

school. This approach reflects the allure and inherent dangers of group

identity, as it captures the students' desire for connection.

Ultimately, Chapter 6 serves as a powerful cautionary tale, illustrating how

societal pressures can lead individuals to compromise their values under the

influence of charismatic leaders. It emphasizes the critical need for

independent thinking in confronting authority, as the boundary between

unity and tyranny can often be alarmingly thin.
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Chapter 7 Summary: The duty of memory: remembering
and understanding

In Chapter 7 of "The Wave," Ben Ross’s experiment continues to reshape the

 social landscape of his high school, effectively dissolving the barriers that

once separated the popular crowd from the outcasts. This radical experiment

is designed to foster a sense of unity among students, creating an intriguing

environment where they feel an unprecedented sense of equality and

empowerment, believing they can achieve greatness together.

To reinforce this newfound camaraderie, Ben assigns specific roles within

The Wave, notably entrusting Brian, a popular student, and Robert, a

socially marginalized student, with the responsibilities of monitors. This

strategic choice symbolizes a significant shift in social hierarchies, as

Robert’s ascendance from an outcast to a central figure in The Wave

illustrates the experiment's transformative power. This role reversal not only

enriches Robert’s character arc but also prompts all students to re-evaluate

their identities and relationships within the group dynamic.

As the chapter unfolds, Ben Ross ponders the broader implications of The

Wave, urging his students to cultivate a sense of personal responsibility and

to challenge authority rather than submit to it blindly. This theme resonates

deeply as he draws comparisons to historical horrors, particularly the

Holocaust, highlighting the necessity of not just remembering the past, but
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understanding it. Through this discourse, he reinforces the idea that critical

awareness and historical understanding are essential to prevent the

recurrence of such atrocities.

Chapter 7 deftly explores themes of equality, responsibility, and the crucial

role of memory, prompting readers to reflect on the complexities of power

dynamics and the significance of learning from history. In doing so, it

challenges students—and the audience—to confront the ethical implications

of their actions and the weight of their collective responsibilities.
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Chapter 8: Further reflection

Chapter 8 Summary of "The Wave" by Todd Strasser

In Chapter 8 of "The Wave," the experiment initiated by teacher Ben Ross to

illustrate the dangers of authoritarianism and groupthink takes a deeper turn,

dramatically affecting his students. The Wave, initially designed as a lesson

about the historic tendencies towards totalitarianism, now becomes a

powerful movement that begins to overshadow individual identities and

foster an unsettling sense of collective belonging.

As the chapter unfolds, students like Laurie Saunders start to feel the weight

of their participation in The Wave, grappling with growing unease about the

movement's increasing authoritarian nature. Laurie, a strong-willed and

independent thinker, questions the moral ramifications of conformity and the

pressure exerted by her peers to align with the group's ideals. In sharp

contrast, other students, such as Robert Billings, find comfort and a sense of

protection within The Wave's framework, illustrating the movement's

attraction to those seeking community and acceptance.

Ben Ross, the teacher and orchestrator of The Wave, begins to understand

the unexpected consequences of his own creation. His initial intent to engage

students in a historical lesson shifts as he observes their transformation;
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while they appear more unified, they seem paradoxically stripped of their

humanity and autonomy. This alarming transformation drives home the

poignant message about the allure of power and the susceptibility of

individuals to surrender their identity for the sake of belonging.

The chapter delves into significant themes, including the tension between

conformity and individuality, the appeal of collective identity, and the

potential risks intrinsic to totalitarian influences. It raises essential questions

about the moral responsibilities that accompany leadership and community,

echoing philosopher John Stuart Mill's perspectives on personal freedom and

ethical obligations. 

As an atmosphere of tension and conflict thickens, characters confront their

choices amid The Wave's rising influence. The narrative invites readers to

consider the real implications of history and the timeless lessons about

power dynamics. A critical reflection emerges: if Ben Ross had not

intervened, could The Wave have devolved into a more dangerous and

uncontrollable force?

Ultimately, Chapter 8 serves as a thought-provoking examination of the

psychological implications of group dynamics and the ethical dilemmas that

surface when authority begins to eclipse individuality. The chapter sets the

stage for the ongoing exploration of these themes, leaving readers to ponder

the thin line between unity and oppression.
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