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About the book

In "Totto-chan: The Little Girl at the Window," Tetsuko Kuroyanagi
presents a charming and insightful memoir that explores the adventures of a
curious and imaginative girl named Totto-chan. Set in post-war Japan, the
narrative unfolds as Totto-chan is expelled from her conventional school due
to her free-spirited nature and penchant for asking questions that often lead
to disruptions. Rather than suppressing her individuality, Totto-chan's
mother supports her by enrolling her in an unconventional school known as

Tomoe Gakuen, where education is redefined.

At Tomoe Gakuen, under the guidance of the compassionate and visionary
headmaster, Mr. Kobayashi, children are encouraged to explore their
interests at their own pace. The school, with itsinnovative approach to
learning, features outdoor classrooms, opportunities for hands-on
experiences, and an emphasis on emotional well-being. Here, Totto-chan
|earns the importance of creativity, empathy, and self-expression—qualities

that are integral to her personal growth.

Asthe story progresses, readers are introduced to a cast of diverse
characters, including Totto-chan’ s classmates, who each bring their own
unigue backgrounds and stories. Through their interactions and adventures,
the narrative illustrates the transformative power of friendship and

acceptance in fostering a nurturing learning environment.
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Kuroyanagi's memoir not only highlights the joy of childhood discovery but
also poses important questions about the role of education. By shining a
light on Mr. Kobayashi’s belief in the individual potential of each child, the
story inspires profound reflections on teaching methods, the value of
nurturing unique talents, and the significance of understanding each child's
needs.

Ultimately, "Totto-chan" is a heartwarming testament to the beauty of
childhood and the diverse pathways to learning, affirming that every child's
journey is deserving of respect and encouragement. Through Totto-chan’s
adventures, readers can appreciate the extraordinary lessons that emerge

from embracing individuality and fostering alove for learning.
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About the author

** Chapter Summary of "Totto-chan: The Little Girl at the Window"**

In "Totto-chan: The Little Girl at the Window," Tetsuko Kuroyanagi reflects
on her childhood experiences within the unique environment of Tomoe
Gakuen, an unconventional school in Tokyo during World War 1. The
memoir opens with a glimpse into Kuroyanagi's early years as alively and
curious child, fondly called Totto-chan. Her vivid imagination and spirited
nature often lead her to seek adventure outside the conventional boundaries
set by society.

Totto-chan's journey takes a transformative turn when she is expelled from
her previous school due to her unorthodox behavior. This pivotal moment in
her life introduces her to Tomoe Gakuen, a progressive school founded by
the innovative educator Soji Shimada. The school emphasizes creativity,
individual expression, and experiential learning, allowing children to explore
their interests freely. This contrasts starkly with traditional educational

systems that prioritize rote memorization and conformity.

As she adjusts to her new surroundings, Totto-chan meets a variety of
fascinating classmates and teachers who shape her understanding of the
world. Each character embodies different aspects of childhood and

education, showcasing the importance of compassion and empathy. Notably,
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Mr. Soji Shimada, the school's founder, becomes a pivotal figurein
Totto-chan’ s life, inspiring her through his unyielding belief in the potential
of every child. He encourages students to embrace their uniqueness,
fostering an environment where learning becomes ajoyous and enriching

experience.

Throughout the memoir, Kuroyanagi weaves in anecdotes that highlight the
playful yet profound lessons she learns, from the joys of nature to the value
of friendship. The backdrop of World War Il adds an underlying tension, as
the children navigate the complexities of life amid aworld in turmoil.
However, the narrative remains uplifting, focusing on the resilience of youth

and the transformative power of education.

In summary, this chapter encapsulates Kuroyanagi's reflection on her own
formative years, illustrating her belief in the power of nurturing creativity
and individuality in children. "Totto-chan: The Little Girl at the Window"
serves not only as a memoir but also as a call to value free thought, kindness,
and the importance of a supportive educational environment—principles that
resonate deeply in Kuroyanagi’ s ongoing advocacy for children and

education in her later life.
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Chapter 1 Summary: The Railroad Station

In Chapter 1 of "Totto-chan," we are introduced to the spirited young girl,
Totto-chan, as she arrives at Jiyugaoka Station with her mother. Brimming
with excitement about her first train journey, she expresses awhimsical
desire to keep her ticket, leading to a playful exchange with the ticket
collector. He humorously suggests the possibility of her working with his
son one day, which Totto-chan combines with her dreams of becoming a spy
and aticket seller—atestament to her vivid imagination and eagerness for

adventure.

However, the chapter quickly reveals concerns about Totto-chan’s future,
particularly in light of her recent expulsion from her previous school due to
disruptive behavior. Asthey walk to her new school, Totto-chan
enthusiastically shares her various ambitions, which makes her mother
anxious about how her daughter will fit in had she not yet learned of her

expulsion.

The narrative transitions into reflections on her earlier school experience,
where her teacher explains to Totto-chan's mother the reasons for her
dismissal. Totto-chan'sinsatiable curiosity and lively interactions with the
world around her—Iike engaging with street musicians—made it difficult for
her to focus. Even her attempts at art, which stem from her creative spirit,

often led to messy outcomes that frustrated her teacher, painting a picture of
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achild full of life yet misunderstood by the rigid structure of traditional

schooling.

Despite the challenges, Totto-chan's mother comesto arealization: her
daughter's behavior, athough disruptive, stems from an innocent and vibrant
personality rather than intentional mischief. Understanding the need for a
nurturing environment that is more aligned with Totto-chan's unique
disposition, she prepares to transfer her daughter to a new school. Unaware
of the gravity of her situation, Totto-chan remains optimistic, dreaming of
the exciting possibilities that await her, including the return of street
musicians, highlighting her hopeful view of the world and her eagerness for

new experiences.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The New School

Summary of Chapter 2: " Totto-chan”

The Arrival at the New School

Totto-chan stands at the gate of her new school, which is a stark contrast to
her previous one, noted for its humble and organic growth. Her curiosity is
piqued when she discovers that the school employs six abandoned railroad

cars transformed into classrooms, igniting a sense of joy and wonder within

her.

First Impressions

Eager to dive into this unique educational environment, Totto-chan can’t
contain her excitement. However, her mother gently reminds her that she
must be accepted before she can enter. Accepting this, Totto-chan vowsto
behave politely while expressing her burgeoning affection for the school.

M eeting the Headmaster

Inside the headmaster's office, Totto-chan's playful imagination leads her to

mistakenly identify him as a stationmaster, afitting mix-up given the train
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theme. The headmaster, with his shabby suit but inviting presence,
encourages her to speak freely. Thisinvitation resultsin an engaging
four-hour conversation where Totto-chan shares lively anecdotes about her
experiences at her previous school and her life. This showcases her vibrant

personality and sets the tone for a nurturing educational relationship.
L unchtime Atmosphere

The headmaster also introduces Totto-chan to the school’ s unique lunchtime
structure, which promises to be more relaxed than what sheis used to. As
students prepare their lunches together, Totto-chan's anticipation builds,
looking forward to this communal experience that marks the start of her

journey in this unorthodox but welcoming school environment.
A New Beginning

Eager for her first day, Totto-chan awakens with a sense of enthusiasm that
signals afresh start. As she gets ready, she shares playful moments with her
family and her dog, Rocky, which enriches her morning with warmth and
excitement. This day represents a significant turning point in Totto-chan's
life, shedding the shadow of her previous expulsion, and stepping into a

world full of possibilities at the train school.
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Chapter 3 Summary: The Classroom in the Train

In Chapter 3 of "Totto-chan," titled "Totto-chan's Arrival at Tomoe Gakuen,"
the protagonist, Totto-chan, steps into her new classroom, an old railroad
car transformed into a unique learning space. Filled with excitement, sheis
welcomed by an atmosphere of joy and creativity, inspiring her to attend
school eagerly every day. As her classmates arrive, she discovers awarm
and informal environment that fosters a sense of belonging and eagerness to

learn.

At Tomoe Gakuen, education diverges from traditional methods, allowing
students to choose their subjects freely rather than adhering to arigid
schedule. This innovative approach nurtures curiosity, encouraging children
to engage with topics that ignite their passion and enabling personal growth

at their own pace.

A highlight of each school day is the lunch hour, where the headmaster
promotes a wholesome eating philosophy by asking students to bring
"something from the ocean and something from the hills." This tradition not
only introduces them to diverse culinary experiences but also cultivates a

community spirit as they share their meals and stories.

Before lunch, the children partake in a special ritual where they sing a song
composed by the headmaster, promoting the idea of savoring their food. This
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practice underscores the importance of mindfulness, conversation, and
enjoyment around mealtime, instilling in them an appreciation for the act of
eating together.

Following lunch, the class embarks on nature walks, a cherished time for
exploration and discovery. During these outings, they discuss various plants
and elements of nature, seamlessly blending play with learning and

absorbing lessons in science and history in a natural setting.

Totto-chan, spirited and imaginative, expresses a desire for a school song.
The headmaster responds by crafting a simple tune, but the children find it
too simplistic and move on without adopting aformal anthem. This moment
captures the essence of youthful preferences and carries the implication that
while the headmaster's affection for the school is clear, it may not resonate
as deeply with the students who overlook its significance. Overall, this
chapter beautifully illustrates the nurturing and innovative environment of

Tomoe Gakuen through Totto-chan's engaging experiences.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 4: “Put It All Back!”

Summary of Chapter 4. Totto-chan

In this chapter, we navigate through Totto-chan's adventurous spirit and her
experiences that foster her sense of self and connection with her school

environment.
Totto-chan's Purse I ncident

Totto-chan faces a challenging day when she accidentally loses her cherished
purse—a beautifully crafted item—Dby dropping it into atoilet's cesspool
after peering down the hole against her mother's warnings. Driven by
determination, she embarks on a quest to retrieve it, employing alarge ladle
to explore the depths of the cesspool, despite the unpleasant smell and the
daunting nature of the task. This moment showcases her resilience and
adventurous character, typical of ayoung child exploring the boundaries of

curiosity and caution.
Unwavering Commitment

While engaged in her pursuit, the headmaster witnesses her efforts. Instead
of reprimanding her, he offers support, fostering feelings of self-respect and
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trust within Totto-chan. This understanding from a figure of authority
encourages her to feel valued within her school community, highlighting the

importance of empathy in education.
Result of the Efforts

Although Totto-chan is ultimately unsuccessful in recovering her purse, she
finds fulfillment in the effort she put forth and commits to restoring the
cesspool to its original condition. This resolution serves as alearning
moment; she promises never to peer down the toilet again and her
admiration for the headmaster grows, emphasi zing the chapter's theme of

understanding and personal growth.

Totto-chan's Name and | dentity

Reflecting on her name, which was originally Tetsuko—chosen by her
parents who anticipated a boy—T otto-chan embraces her nickname with
pride. Her playful interactions with her family highlight her unique identity
and the warmth of her familial relationships, showcasing how one's name
can be a source of self-acceptance.

Radio Comedians' Influence

Totto-chan's love for radio comedians comes into conflict with her mother's

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

disapproval, revealing the innocent complexities of childhood enjoyment.
Her secretive admiration for the humor of the comediansillustrates the
natural inclination of children to find joy in laughter, despite parental

restrictions.
Arrival of a Railroad Car

The excitement among the children escal ates upon the announcement of a
new railroad car that will serve asalibrary for the school. This anticipation
gparks their imaginations as they wonder about how it will arrive, leading to
collaborative discussions and plans to stay overnight to witness the
momentous occasion. Thisillustrates the enthusiasm and crestivity that
children possess, as they rally their parents and engage in collective

adventure.
The Swimming Pool Experience

In aliberating swimming experience at school, Totto-chan enjoys her first
taste of swimming in anon-traditional, clothing-free environment
encouraged by the headmaster. This progressive approach promotes body
positivity and acceptance, allowing children to play freely without shame. It
encapsulates the spirit of childhood exploration and fosters a sense of
community among the students, reinforcing the chapter’ s underlying

messages of freedom and acceptance.
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Through these various incidents, Chapter 4 illustrates Totto-chan’'s

developing identity in a nurturing school environment, marked by both
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Report Card

Chapter 5: Summary

In this chapter, Totto-chan embarks on a series of delightful experiences,
beginning with her excitement over her first report card, which she rushes
home to share with her loyal dog, Rocky. Despite not fully grasping the
significance of her grades, Totto-chan feels aswell of pride, especially when
Rocky responds with hisloving affection. With her spirits high, she eagerly

runsinside to present her report card to her mother.

As summer vacation begins, Totto-chan learns from the headmaster that the
school has planned a camping trip for the next day. Her curiosity is piqued,
though atouch of anxiety looms over her. That night, she can hardly contain
her excitement. When she arrives at school the following evening, she
discovers that the camping adventure is creatively set to happen indoorsin
the Assembly Hall. The children revel in the experience, setting up tents,

sharing exciting stories, and forging cherished memories amidst laughter and

joy.

The chapter continues with Totto-chan planning a secret adventure with her
classmate Y asuaki-chan, who, due to polio, has never climbed atree.

Totto-chan finds the perfect climbing tree and invites him to join her for this
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gpecia experience. Although Y asuaki-chan struggles with the climb,
Totto-chan demonstrates her resourcefulness by bringing a stepladder.
Working together and encouraging each other, they finally reach the tree’s
fork, enabling Y asuaki-chan to feel the thrill of climbing for the first time.

Next, the children partake in a humorous "Bravery Test" at Kuhonbutsu
Temple, where some brave classmates volunteer to play ghosts while others
attempt to scare them. The endeavor turnsinto a comical event, with many
students leaving early, frightened by the darkness, showcasing that even the
supposed ghosts can fedl fear, culminating the evening in laughter and

lightheartedness.

Totto-chan then visits her father’ s rehearsal hall, a space filled with music
and creativity. She marvels at the interactions among the adult musicians,
particularly the esteemed conductor Mr. Rosenstock. The bustling
atmosphere, complete with the occasional shouts during rehearsals,
captivates her, offering avivid glimpse into the vibrant world of music and

performance that her father is part of.

As summer vacation draws to a close, the Tomoe students embark on a
memorable school trip to a hot spring resort in Toi. Filled with excitement,
the children enjoy train and ship rides, swim in the sea, and gather around
for ghost stories. Through these fun activities, they learn about responsibility

and teamwork while creating lasting memories, all culminating in a joyful
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group photograph that encapsulates the spirit of their adventurous summer.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Eurythmics

#H# Chapter 6 Summary

After Summer Vacation

With summer vacation behind her, Totto-chan eagerly returned to Tomoe
Gakuen for the second semester. During her break, she made many new
friends, enriching her social circle. Her excitement was compounded by the
school's unigue focus on music and movement, particularly through a

method called eurythmics.
I ntroduction of Eurythmics

The headmaster, Sosaku Kobayashi, had embraced eurythmics, an
educational approach created by Swiss educator Emile Jaques-Dalcroze.
Dalcroze believed that children should experience music physically rather
than just audibly. Inspired by such practices observed during histravelsin
Europe, Kobayashi became the first in Japan to integrate eurythmics into
elementary education, thus laying the groundwork for a distinctive learning

environment.

Eurythmicsin Class
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At the start of each class, Totto-chan and her classmates engaged in rhythmic
exercises that taught them to respond to various musical tempos through
movement. Accompanied by the headmaster's piano playing, they practiced
coordinating their movements, a method that significantly boosted their

focus and physical coordination.

Symbolism of Tomoe

The name "Tomoe," derived from atraditional Japanese comma-shaped
symbol, was intentionally chosen by Kobayashi to embody the harmonious
development of body and mind for the students. By incorporating
eurythmics into the curriculum, he aimed to nurture the children’s

personalities organically, without imposing adult expectations.

The Temple Fair

Totto-chan experienced the thrill of her first temple fair, brimming with
colorful stalls and joyful activities. She was particularly enchanted by a box
of baby chicks and begged her parents for one. Despite their reservations
about the chicks' delicate nature, her persistence led to a heart-wrenching

experience when the chick died shortly after being brought home.

Wor st Clothes Policy
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Kobayashi introduced a policy allowing students to wear their "worst
clothes' to school, which eliminated the anxiety of damaging their outfits
during play. This liberating approach resonated with Totto-chan,
encouraging her to explore freely and engage in imaginative play without the
fear of getting dirty.

New Friend: Takahashi

Totto-chan welcomed a new classmate, Takahashi, who, although smaller
than the others, quickly formed a bond with her. They connected over shared
interests, and Totto-chan was eager to learn about his hometown, Osaka,
enriching her understanding of different lives and experiences.

L ear ning to Speak

To foster communication, the headmaster initiated alunchtime practice
where students took turns speaking to each other. This activity encouraged
shy children to speak up and helped all students gain confidence in
expressing themselves, promoting a more supportive classroom atmosphere.

Accident with Rocky

One day, while playing with her beloved dog, Rocky, an unfortunate
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incident occurred when he bit her ear. Though injured, Totto-chan’s thoughts
were more about Rocky's welfare than her own pain, fearing repercussions
for him. After healing, she returned home to Rocky, deepening their bond
through the incident.

Conclusion

Chapter 6 encapsulates Totto-chan's joyful adventures at Tomoe Gakuen,
showcasing the headmaster's innovative educational philosophy. Her
experiences reflect the richness of childhood as she navigates friendship,
loss, and the freedom of playful exploration, highlighting both personal

growth and community spirit.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Sports Day

Summary of Chapter 7 of " Totto-chan"

Tomoe's Unigue Sports Day

Every November 3rd, Tomoe School holds a special Sports Day, chosen by
the headmaster for itsideal weather. Unlike traditional sports events, this
day features imaginative competitions such as the Carp Race and the
Find-A-Mother Race, thoughtfully incorporating ordinary school itemsinto
the games. This approach creates a vibrant atmosphere that encourages
participation from both students and their parents, highlighting the school’ s

focus on creativity and community.
Totto-chan's Experiences on Sports Day

On Sports Day, Totto-chan feels amix of emotions as she wears navy blue
shortsinstead of her preferred athletic bloomers. Amid the excitement, her
classmate Takahashi stands out, winning all his events despite his shorter
stature, showcasing the spirit of competition. The headmaster adds a
whimsical touch by awarding quirky vegetable prizes, much to the students
embarrassment as they carry them home, reinforcing the day’s

lightheartedness.
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The Poet |ssa

The headmaster, affectionately known as "lssa Kobayashi," draws
inspiration from the renowned poet K obayashi |ssa, famous for his simple
yet profound haikus. He introduces the students to the beauty of nature
through poetry, nurturing their appreciation for both literature and the world

around them.

Totto-chan's Discovery

During atrain ride, Totto-chan discovers a five-sen coin, prompting her to
ponder what to do with it. Ultimately, she hides the coin in athicket near the
station. The following day, she returns to find it mysteriously gone, sparking
her curiosity and leading to reflections on ownership and | oss.
Communication Through Hands

Totto-chan observes agroup of children communicating with hand gestures,
which captivates her. These children turn out to be deaf, attending a nearby
school. Their unique and silent form of interaction inspires Totto-chan, who

admirestheir ability to connect without words.

A Lesson in Compassion and Under standing
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In an encounter with Masao-chan, a boy who derogatorily labels her as
"Korean," Totto-chan faces harsh societal prejudices. Her mother helps her
understand the deeper reasons behind M asao-chan's behavior, emphasizing
the values of kindness and equality among children. Determined to forge a
connection, Totto-chan resolves to respond with friendship, showcasing her

innate compassion and desire to bridge divides.
Conclusion

Chapter 7 of "Totto-chan" beautifully illustrates themes of individuality,
understanding, and the strength of community. Through the various events at
Tomoe School, the chapter highlights the distinctive educational philosophy
of the headmaster and the innocent, empathetic perspective of children like
Totto-chan, emphasizing the significance of nurturing compassion in a

diverse environment.
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Chapter 8: Pigtails

Totto-chan's Ambitions and Hair Adventures

Totto-chan, a spirited young girl, harbored two ambitious dreams: to wear
athletic bloomers and to braid her hair. Inspired by older girls flaunting long
braids, she longed for the same style. After persuading her mother,
Totto-chan proudly got her hair braided, but to her dismay, her pigtails ended
up looking like "pigs tails."

On her train ride to school, she eagerly anticipated compliments, but only
recelved afew from her classmates. Her enthusiasm quickly soured when a
boy named Oe playfully tugged at her pigtails, likening them to hand straps.
The negative attention caused her to trip and cry, prompting her to seek
solace from the headmaster. He comforted her, reaffirming that her hair was
beautiful and encouraging her to embrace her uniqueness despite Oe's

teasing.

The Importance of Kindness

L ater, Oe expressed his regret over the incident, explaining that the
headmaster had advised him to treat girls with kindness. This revelation
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surprised Totto-chan, who had not considered that boys were encouraged to
show gentleness and respect toward girls. Oe's experience served as an

important lesson on the values of respect and compassion.

New Year's Vacation and Skiing Fun

As New Y ear's vacation approached, Totto-chan enjoyed skiing with her
family in the picturesque Shiga Highlands. There, she met foreign visitors
and practiced her English, joyously saying "Thank you" and receiving warm
smiles in return. One memorable day, she had the opportunity to ski with the
esteemed world champion skier, Schneider, who treated her with special
attention. This experience made Totto-chan feel important and grown-up,

enhancing her sense of self-worth.

TheLibrary Car Unveiled

Upon returning to school, Totto-chan and her classmates were thrilled to
discover anew library car filled with books. This colorful and engaging
space quickly became their beloved gathering spot, where they eagerly
selected titles and shared stories, fostering a joyful atmosphere of

camaraderie and laughter.
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L essons of Compassion in the Kitchen

In a poignant moment, Totto-chan and Oe overheard a troubling exchangein
which the headmaster reprimanded their homeroom teacher for making
insensitive jokes about a classmate's physical challenges. This incident
highlighted the headmaster's unwavering commitment to caring for his

students and showcased the compassionate environment prevalent at Tomoe.

With spring on the horizon, Totto-chan reflected on her cherished
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Chapter 9 Summary: Her Second Year at Tomoe

Chapter 9 Summary

Spring at Tomoe Gakuen

As spring blossoms at Tomoe Gakuen, the atmosphere buzzes with life and
color. Totto-chan fondly reflects on her transformation from an unsure new
student to a confident second grader alongside her classmates. Despite some
skepticism from parents about the school’ s unconventional teaching
methods, the children’sjoy is palpable; a poignant scene unfolds when a
boy, upset about leaving, lashes out at the school’ s headmaster, emphasizing
their deep attachment to the unique learning environment fostered by Mr.
Kobayashi.

Swan Lake

Totto-chan attends her very first ballet performance of * Swan Lake*, where
the ethereal movements and enchanting music ignite her passion for dance.
Inspired and captivated, she immediately confides in her mother her dream
of becoming a ballerina. However, her initial excitement is soon challenged
when her ballet lessons at alocal studio do not resonate with her vision of

dancing gracefully like a swan. The mismatch leads her to discontinue the

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

classes, illustrating the importance of pursuing one’ s true aspirations.
The Farming Teacher

The arrival of a new teacher, who doubles as a farmer, introduces the
children to hands-on learning through a practical farming lesson. This
experience starkly contrasts with traditional education, emphasizing the
value of nature and agriculture. Asthey plant afield together, the students
relish in hard work and devel op a deep respect for their farming teacher,
highlighting the school's commitment to experiential learning and the

cultivation of life skills.
Field Kitchen

Totto-chan isthrilled as she prepares for a cookout at Thunder Canyon, a
collaborative event where classmates will showcase their culinary skills.
Engaging in various cooking activities—from chopping vegetables to
preparing meals—enabl es the children to embrace responsibility and
independence. Inspired by her mother’ s culinary practices, Totto-chan
impresses everyone with her homemade pickles. The success of their shared

meal fosters camaraderie and satisfaction among the group.

“You'reReally a Good Girl”
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Throughout her experiences, the headmaster regularly reassures Totto-chan
of her inherent goodness, a sentiment that boosts her self-esteem despite her
mischievous tendencies. He recognizes her kindness, particularly her
supportive nature towards classmates with disabilities. This affirmation

hel ps her navigate feelings of curiosity-driven trouble, reinforcing her
understanding of her true worth and the importance of compassionin

shaping her identity.
HisBride

Now in third grade, Totto-chan devel ops atender crush on her classmate,
Tai-chan. However, after a disappointing exchange during a game, where he
bluntly refuses her playful proposal of marriage, her heart sinks. Though
initially hurt, Totto-chan reflects on her feelings and, rather than retreating,
chooses to express her affection by sharpening Tai-chan's pencils. This act of
persistence highlights her earnestness and willingness to nurture her

feelings, reinforcing her tenacious spirit in the face of emotional challenges.
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Chapter 10 Summary: “ Shabby Old School”

##H# Summary of Chapter 10 - "Totto-chan”

In this chapter, we delve into the vibrant life at Tomoe School, where
students explore the meaning of community and compassion through various

experiences.
The Jingle of Schools

The chapter opens with children from different schools playfully chanting a
jingle that highlights the notion that the true essence of a school lies within

its spirit and values, rather than its external appearance.
Totto-chan's Indignation

One day at Tomoe School, Totto-chan overhears a group of children
dismissing her beloved school as a " shabby old school," igniting a sense of
indignation within her. Determined to defend Tomoe's honor, she
passionately counters their remarks, rallying her classmates to celebrate their

unigue school, inspired by its warmth and nurturing environment.

TheHair Ribbon
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During lunch, Totto-chan shares a touching story with the headmaster about
a special ribbon that once belonged to her aunt. Upon learning that afellow
student, Miyo-chan, wishes for asimilar ribbon, Totto-chan selflessly
decides to stop wearing it to school, demonstrating her kindness and support

for her friend.
Visiting the Wounded

In a heartfelt moment, Totto-chan and her classmates visit alocal hospital
for wounded soldiers. Although nervous about the unknown, sheis uplifted
by the soldiers cheerful spirits. Feeling moved, she performs a song,
touching the hearts of both the soldiers and her classmates, fostering a

deeper understanding of sacrifice and resilience in the face of hardship.
Health Bark

The children encounter a vendor selling "health bark," which claimsto
reveal if someoneis healthy. With encouragement from the headmaster and
teamwork, they acquire some health bark, leading to ajoyous celebration
when they discover that everyone, including the headmaster and adog, is

declared healthy.

The English-speaking Child
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A new addition to Tomoe School, Miyazaki, shares fascinating stories from
hislife in America. He enriches the classroom by teaching his classmates
English, introducing them to different cultures and further solidifying Tomoe

as awelcoming and inclusive environment for all.
Amateur Drama

The children prepare to stage a play titled "Kanjincho." Despite the
excitement, Totto-chan faces challenges in following the rehearsal
directions. Thisleads to chaos, and feeling disheartened, she steps away
from the group, finding solace by dancing alone in the playground,

embracing her creativity in her own way.

Chalk

In music class, the students engage in a unique activity where they write
rhythms with chalk on the wooden floor. This imaginative approach not only
enhances their appreciation for music but also fosters a sense of community
as they collaborate to clean up afterward.

Y asuaki-chan's Death

The chapter closes on a poignant note with the news of Y asuaki-chan’s
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death. The students gather to attend his funeral, where Totto-chan reflects on
cherished memories they shared. Overcome with sorrow, she vows to keep
his book safe until they can reunite, encapsul ating the deep connections

formed in the nurturing environment of Tomoe School.
In this chapter, Totto-chan and her friends navigate joy and loss,

exemplifying the importance of friendship, empathy, and the simple yet

profound experiences that make their school aloving community.
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Chapter 11 Summary: A Spy

Summary of Chapter 11: Totto-chan by Tetsuko Kuroyanagi

In this poignant chapter, the children at Tomoe School grapple with the
absence of their friend Y asuaki-chan, whose departure is felt deeply among
the students, leaving a void that affects their small classroom dynamic. This
sense of loss prompts Totto-chan to reflect on her future aspirations. Initially
dreaming of becoming a musician or ballerina, she soon contemplates a
more traditional role, such as that of a nurse. However, upon further
introspection, she experiences a breakthrough, realizing that her true passion

lies elsewhere.

Totto-chan's playful ambition leads her to declare her dream of becoming a
spy, yet her friend Tai-chan provides a grounding perspective, pointing out
the various traits required for a spy. Hislogical critiques highlight the skills
of intelligence, language proficiency, beauty, and composure essential for
therole. This earnest discussion steers Totto-chan towards understanding her

own strengths, prompting her to revise her aspirations.
As the backdrop of World War Il intensifies, the realities of rationing and

food shortages start to impact the daily lives of Totto-chan and her family.

Despite her efforts to procure atreat from a vending machine, she repeatedly
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encounters disappointment, symbolizing the larger constraints imposed by

the war.

The theme of integrity surfaces when Totto-chan’s father isfaced with a
moral dilemma: heis offered a chance to perform music in a munitions
factory in exchange for food. Upholding the integrity of his art amidst the
war's chaos, he chooses not to compromise his principles, adecision

supported wholeheartedly by Totto-chan and her mother.

Amidst these struggles, a touching exchange occurs between Totto-chan and
the headmaster. She expresses her heartfelt desire to one day teach at Tomoe,
making a sincere promise that reflects her optimism and commitment to the

school despite the prevailing uncertainties of wartime.

However, sorrow soon deepens when Totto-chan discovers her beloved dog,
Rocky, is missing. Conversations with her mother lead her to confront the
painful possibility of Rocky's death, evoking cherished memories that
amplify her grief.

In a bittersweet note, the children organize ajoyful farewell tea party for
their friend Ryo-chan, celebrating their shared experiences and reinforcing
their strong bonds of friendship. This warm gathering contrasts sharply with

the looming tragedies of the war.
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Tragicaly, the chapter concludes with the devastating news that Tomoe
School has burned down due to bombings. Amid this chaos, the

headmaster’ s unwavering hope and determination to rebuild offer aglimmer
of resilience. As Totto-chan faces an uncertain future, she clingsto hiswords

of hope, finding comfort and courage to navigate the dark times that lie
ahead.
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