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About the book

In "Veiled Sentiments," Lila Abu-Lughod embarks on an extensive field

study of a Bedouin community in Egypt's Western Desert, dedicating nearly

two years to understanding the complex dynamics of gender relations and

emotional expression through oral lyric poetry. The Bedouins, traditionally

nomadic tribes, have a rich cultural heritage, wherein poetry serves as a vital

form of communication and personal reflection, especially for women and

young men. 

As Abu-Lughod immerses herself in their daily lives, she uncovers the

haunting beauty of their poetry, revealing the intricate emotional landscapes

of individuals that are often obscured by broader social narratives. This

poetry not only articulates personal emotions but also serves as a vehicle for

navigating and expressing desires, grievances, and social commentary within

a patriarchal framework.

Throughout her analysis, Abu-Lughod skillfully highlights the interplay

between poetic expression and power dynamics, illustrating how these

lyrical forms both preserve and challenge social hierarchies. Initially

approached as a study of a specific artistic expression, her inquiry deepens,

evolving into a profound exploration of the politics surrounding sentiment

and the complex relationship between cultural ideology and lived

experience. 
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This intricate examination reveals the multifaceted roles that poetry plays in

the lives of the Bedouins—acting as a form of resistance, a means of

asserting personal agency, and a method of reinforcing communal bonds.

With the release of a New Updated Edition, Abu-Lughod's work continues

to resonate as a significant contribution to anthropological literature,

shedding light on broader themes of emotion, tradition, and the nuanced

terrain of gender relations in contemporary Bedouin society.
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About the author

**Summary of Chapters Featuring Lila Abu-Lughod** 

In these chapters, we delve into the life and work of Lila Abu-Lughod, a

prominent figure in anthropology and women's studies. Born in 1952 to a

Palestinian father and an American mother, her unique heritage influences

her academic pursuits and perspectives. Abu-Lughod's formative years were

shaped by her father's role as a Palestinian academic, which instilled in her a

deep awareness of the cultural and political contexts surrounding Arab

identity. Her mother's background in sociology further enriched her

understanding of gender dynamics, particularly within Middle Eastern

societies.

Abu-Lughod's journey into academia led her to Harvard University, where

she earned her PhD in 1984. Her scholarly work is primarily focused on

ethnographic research, which involves immersive studies of communities to

understand their customs, beliefs, and social structures. Through her seven

influential books, she examines vital themes such as nationalism, media

representation, gender politics, and the interplay of memory and sentiment in

the lives of individuals. 

A significant aspect of her research includes the portrayal of Arab women in

media and literature, through which she challenges stereotypes and
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highlights the complexities of their lives. Abu-Lughod argues that these

representations often fail to capture the nuanced realities of their

experiences, emphasizing the importance of looking beyond simplistic

narratives to appreciate the rich tapestry of their identities.

Throughout her work, Abu-Lughod advocates for a more nuanced

understanding of culture and human experience, particularly in the context

of a rapidly globalizing world. Her insights into the politics of representation

serve as a call to critically examine how narratives are constructed and the

implications they hold for real people. By weaving together personal history,

academic scholarship, and urgent social commentary, these chapters

illuminate her significant contributions to the field and the broader dialogues

surrounding women's experiences in the Arab world.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Guest And Daughter

Summary of Chapter 1: "Veiled Sentiments" by Lila Abu-Lughod

Introduction  

In the opening chapter of "Veiled Sentiments," Lila Abu-Lughod recounts

her ethnographic journey to the Awlad 'Ali Bedouins in Egypt, juxtaposing

her life in Alexandria with the starkly different environment of the desert.

Her journey symbolizes a transition from the fast-paced urban lifestyle to a

community deeply rooted in traditional practices yet on the cusp of modern

change.

Describing the Landscape and Community  

Abu-Lughod skillfully describes the physical landscape, where the journey

to the Western Desert unfolds through dusty plains and simple homes,

marking her entry into the world of the Awlad 'Ali. This community

exemplifies a traditional Bedouin lifestyle, exhibiting gradual

sedentarization—many have moved from tents to more permanent structures

while retaining core cultural practices that define their identity.

Fieldwork Experience  
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During her fieldwork from October 1978 to May 1980, Abu-Lughod

immersed herself in the daily lives of the Awlad 'Ali, navigating complex

household dynamics centered around the Haj, or tribal leader, and his

family. Through this intimate lens, she delves into kinship structures and

gender roles, highlighting the tension between tradition and the encroaching

modernity that the community faces.

Community Dynamics  

Abu-Lughod illustrates the multifaceted social fabric of the Awlad 'Ali,

where kinship ties and social obligations govern interpersonal relationships.

She emphasizes the significance of communal meals and shared experiences,

portraying a community that thrives on solidarity and collaboration as they

manage their internal and external interactions.

Role as a Female Researcher  

As a female researcher, Abu-Lughod experiences a unique perspective

compared to her male counterparts. Her gender and unmarried status grant

her closer access to the women of the community, enabling her to engage

with their stories and struggles. Her journey from being perceived as a guest

to becoming a recognized family member underscores the intricate dynamics

of her integration and the nuanced identity she develops within this cultural
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setting.

Poetic Expressions and Sentiments  

The chapter further explores how the Awlad 'Ali articulate emotions,

highlighting poetry as a vital medium for expressing personal sentiments

that may clash with societal expectations. Through poetry, the Bedouins

convey complex emotional landscapes that enrich their social discourse,

reflecting a deeper understanding of their emotional lives.

Conclusion  

Abu-Lughod's first chapter lays the groundwork for her exploration of the

Awlad 'Ali community. By combining detailed personal observation with

broader sociocultural themes, she aims to unravel the intricate notions of

honor, modesty, and the representation of sentiments in both poetic and

everyday interactions. This rich investigation challenges conventional

perceptions of emotion and gender within Bedouin society and prompts

reflections on the implications of identity, research, and belonging in

anthropological studies.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Identity In Relationship

Identity in Relationship

Upon entering the world of the Awlad 'Ali, a prominent Bedouin tribe, my

expectations were challenged. Influenced by romanticized stereotypes, I

anticipated a vibrant coastal culture; however, I quickly learned that the

Bedouins hold a profound appreciation for their desert homeland. Their

nostalgic reflections on a life once lived amidst the dunes painted a picture

of a people deeply connected to the desert's resources and experiences, often

preferring its arid beauty over the comforts of sedentary existence.

The Awlad 'Ali's sense of identity is intricately woven into their genealogy

and tribal affiliations, rather than being defined solely by their nomadic

lifestyle. Their identity is anchored in a robust moral framework that

venerates honor and modesty. Central to their cultural perspective is the

concept of "blood," which transcends mere biological ties. It embodies a

complex representation of identity, anchoring individuals to their ancestry

while fostering connections with one another in contemporary contexts.

Asl: The Blood of Ancestry
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In Awlad 'Ali culture, blood serves as a powerful symbol of both historical

connections and present relationships. Nobility and lineage are paramount,

with the tribe priding itself on being descendants of ancient Arabian clans.

Their identity is a tapestry of historical narratives, marked by resilience

against various governing forces and external pressures through the ages.

Despite the shifting sands of external influences and circumstances, the

Awlad 'Ali preserve a unique cultural identity, tightly knit through shared

blood, lineage, and the enduring legacy of their ancestors.

Garaba: The Blood of Relationship

The value of blood kinship is vital within the Awlad 'Ali social structure,

prioritizing familial bonds over geographical affiliations. Tribes form the

cornerstone of their identity, with interpersonal connections largely reliant

on kinship rather than community locality. The organization of their society

revolves around tribal relationships, which are further solidified through

shared life experiences and emotional support.

As modernization introduces a cash economy, transforming social dynamics

and escalations in economic stratification, the bonds of tribal kinship remain

resilient. The principle of agnation—where individuals identify through

paternal lineage—dominates social identities and behavioral expectations.

Loyalty to kin is fervently upheld, with communal rituals such as visits
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during significant life events reinforcing these bonds and emphasizing

emotional ties within the family.

Identity in a Changing World

Amidst these enduring connections, the Awlad 'Ali are navigating significant

societal transformations driven by modernization and economic shifts. The

rise of permanent settlements has reshaped social interactions and

hierarchical relationships. While men increasingly venture into the cash

economy, finding enhanced mobility and new opportunities, women often

find their roles confined to domestic responsibilities, reflecting an economic

devaluation of their contributions.

This shift in roles alters family dynamics and long-held communal

responsibilities, creating tension within traditional structures. Nonetheless,

despite observable changes to daily life, foundational principles like honor

and dignity continue to underpin Awlad 'Ali culture, reflecting their

resilience as they adapt to the challenges of a modernizing world.

In summary, identity within the Awlad 'Ali intricately intertwines ancestry,

social organization, and the necessity for adaptation in the face of change.

Their unwavering adherence to cultural integrity and kinship bonds

highlights the enduring nature of their identity amidst an evolving society.
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Chapter 3 Summary: Honor And The Virtues Of
Autonomy

### Honor and the Virtues of Autonomy

#### Autonomy and Hierarchy  

In Bedouin society, particularly among the Awlad 'Ali tribe, identity is

intricately linked to the concept of "blood," which reflects an individual's

moral nature. For the Awlad 'Ali, honor and modesty are vital values that

distinguish them from others. These values guide personal behavior and

societal structures, creating a complex interplay between the ideals of

equality and established hierarchies. Although the culture espouses

egalitarian principles, social stratification exists within families and clans.

Members navigate this duality by upholding a code that emphasizes personal

autonomy. While individuals of lower status can gain respect through a

different set of modesty principles, the overarching ethos prioritizes

independence as part of their moral framework.

#### Family Hierarchical Relationships  

Within families, hierarchy manifests through unequal relationships,

primarily between elders and younger relatives. Elders wield control over

resources and decision-making, whereas younger members are expected to

offer deference and support. Gender dynamics further complicate these
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relationships, as men generally maintain authority over women in familial

contexts. This structure mirrors broader societal norms that rationalize

inequality through moral virtues, thereby reinforcing the cultural hierarchy.

#### The Moral Basis of Hierarchy  

Authority in Bedouin culture derives from moral worth rather than coercion.

The honor code comprises virtues like generosity, honesty, and

independence, which individuals must embody to secure their social

standing. Ancestry, or "asl," plays a crucial role in this moral framework, as

it encompasses the perceived inherited qualities that differentiate various

tribes. For the Awlad 'Ali, possessing a strong moral character is essential for

earning respect and authority within their community.

#### Hasham: The Honor of the Weak  

For individuals of lower socio-economic status, navigating their roles amid

cultural ideals proves challenging. Although autonomy is revered, limited

resources hinder their capacity to fulfill the honor code, particularly among

women who are often seen through the lens of dependency. The concept of

"hasham" embodies a blend of modesty and a sense of shame, guiding

respectful behavior toward those in superior positions and reinforcing

established social hierarchies. This system allows those at the bottom of the

social ladder to maintain their dignity while acknowledging their

dependence.
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#### Limits on Power  

In Bedouin society, authority holds fragility. It is contingent upon the

respect and consent of those who are dependent. Leaders must approach

their relationships with dignity and cannot overtly display power, as doing

so risks undermining their authority. Supernatural beliefs and social customs

often serve as safeguards against the misuse of power. Thus, even within

hierarchies, the principles of respect, obligation, and protection are

paramount.

#### Conclusion  

The tension between autonomy and hierarchy within Bedouin society

illustrates foundational concepts of honor, respect, and responsibility. While

the honor code advocates for moral virtue and self-restraint, it also imposes

limitations on individuals in subordinate positions, discouraging rebellion.

Ultimately, the intricate dynamics of social interaction are shaped by the

dual aspirations for independence and recognition within a nuanced

hierarchical framework.
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Chapter 4: Modesty, Gender, And Sexuality

In the chapters focusing on "Modesty, Gender, and Sexuality" within the

 context of the Awlad 'Ali Bedouin culture, the intricate interplay between

gender norms and societal hierarchy is examined. This analysis reveals how

traditional values shape individual behaviors and communal identities.

Gender Ideology and Hierarchy  

Central to Bedouin moral discourse is the dichotomy between masculinity

and femininity, illustrating a clear social hierarchy. Masculinity is linked to

traits like honor and autonomy, while femininity emphasizes modesty and

dependence. This ideological framework is deeply rooted in cultural

expressions, such as proverbs and customs, reinforcing women's perceived

inferiority linked to their reproductive roles. The societal emphasis on

chastity reflects a woman's honor and enforces her subordinate position,

suggesting that the regulation of female sexuality is a form of respect for

higher social ranks.

The Social Value of Male and Female  

Within this cultural landscape, there is a pronounced preference for sons

over daughters, shaped by the patrilineal structure that governs lineage and

inheritance. Sons are seen as future contributors to family prestige and
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legacy, whereas daughters, despite their crucial role in household stability,

are regarded as less valuable. Women's primary responsibilities revolve

around nurturing family connections and maintaining kinship ties, which are

often overshadowed by the more significant bonds formed through male

offspring.

Natural Bases of Female Moral Inferiority  

The moral hierarchy is further justified by associating women with natural

biological processes, such as menstruation and childbirth, which are viewed

as inherently linked to moral shortcomings. As a result, women's lack of

autonomy is often rationalized by their biological characteristics. Cultural

norms enforce restrictions on women's independence and behavior,

promoting ideals of chastity and self-control as virtues.

Red Belts and Black Veils: The Symbolism of Gender and Sexuality  

Clothing serves as a powerful symbol of gender roles within the Bedouin

society. The red belt worn by women represents fertility and the transition

into adulthood, while the black veil signifies modesty and the societal

expectation of sexual restraint. Newlywed women don veils as a marker of

their new status. Though modesty in dress is critical, interactions with close

relatives allow for moments of relaxed femininity, revealing the nuanced

expressions of women's identities that coexist with societal pressures.
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The Meaning of Veiling  

Veiling is not merely a physical act but a significant cultural gesture

denoting modesty and the concealment of sexual shame. Women use veils to

communicate their sexual history and their acknowledgment of kinship

hierarchies. The decision to veil is context-dependent; women veil more

rigorously around men of higher social standing, while they may be less

stringent with male relatives or peers, highlighting the complexities of social

dynamics.

In summary, the relationship between sexuality, modesty, and honor in the

Awlad 'Ali Bedouin culture profoundly shapes daily interactions and social

structures. A woman’s honor is intricately tied to her ability to control her

sexual expression and adhere to societal norms, which ultimately reinforces

the existing power hierarchy within the community.
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Poetry Of Personal Life

### The Poetry of Personal Life

Overview  

This chapter delves into how poetry, particularly the genre known as

ghinndwa, plays a vital role in the personal lives of the Awlad 'Ali Bedouins.

It highlights the intersection of moral and ideological frameworks within

their culture, revealing how these elements are expressed through individual

creativity.

Poetry in Social Context  

Field recordings demonstrate that poetry is often spontaneously woven into

everyday conversations, especially among women engaged in domestic tasks

such as sewing. One memorable session featured two women exchanging

verses focused on themes of love, patience, and despair. This practice not

only deepens emotional connections but also fosters a communal

understanding of individual experiences through shared cultural narratives.

The Ghinndwa: A Unique Genre  
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The ghinndwa, meaning "little song," is a concise poetic form deeply rooted

in both oral and written traditions. It is particularly prominent in social

gatherings, where individuals can spontaneously recite or sing their

ghinndwas. This immediacy facilitates personal and direct discussions of

emotions, enhancing the communal atmosphere.

Poetry as a Means of Expression  

For the Awlad 'Ali people, ghinndwas transcend mere artistic output; they

are viewed as personal reflections that encapsulate individual emotions and

experiences. These poems often express feelings of sadness, loneliness, and

longing, providing a vital outlet for artists to convey their emotional

landscapes and social contexts.

Common Themes in Ghinndwas  

A thematic analysis of ghinndwas reveals recurrent motifs such as love, loss,

and interpersonal relationships, communicated through a shared emotional

vocabulary and vivid imagery. Many poems reflect negative or dysphoric

sentiments, pointing to the intricate social dynamics that characterize the

Bedouin community.

Connection to Personal Life  
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The chapter underscores the importance of social context in shaping the

interpretation of poetry. The meanings derived from ghinndwas are

inextricably linked to the personal narratives and histories of the poets and

their audiences. Individual circumstances, relationships, and community

interactions significantly influence how these poetic expressions are created

and perceived, emphasizing their role in conveying intimate thoughts and

emotional realities.

Conclusion  

The ghinndwa emerges as a powerful embodiment of the Awlad 'Ali's

cultural identity, intricately connecting their social fabric to their emotional

experiences. In essence, the poetry of personal life not only reflects societal

norms but also serves as a vital means of self-expression, helping individuals

to navigate their personal challenges and strengthen communal bonds

through verse.
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Chapter 6 Summary: Honor And Poetic Vulnerability

Chapter 6: Honor and Poetic Vulnerability

In this chapter, the author explores the intricate relationship between poetry

and emotional expression within the Awlad 'Ali community, emphasizing

poetry as a distinctive discourse that reveals vulnerability and deep feelings,

particularly during personal hardships such as loss. While ordinary language

often conveys anger or hostility, poetry serves as a conduit for articulating

sadness and complex emotional connections, contrasting with the typically

rigid norms of public discourse.

The author delineates the coexistence of poetry and everyday expressions,

illustrating how each functions within its own realm. Poetry emerges as a

sanctuary for deep emotional articulation, especially during crises, while

public expressions tend to reflect societal values of honor and restraint. This

duality is captured through case studies of individuals grappling with

rejection and loss.

The chapter presents the cases of Rashid and Mabruka to highlight the

tensions between societal expectations and genuine emotional experiences.

Rashid's sense of betrayal from his eloping bride showcases his struggle; his

public display of anger conceals the sorrow he privately conveys through
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poetry. Similarly, Mabruka experiences anger and resentment, yet her poetic

expression reveals a deeper emotional struggle that defies surface

sentiments.

Responses to death within the Awlad 'Ali community further illustrate this

complex emotional landscape. Death provokes a blend of anger and blame in

public settings, but poetry and mourning rituals provide avenues for

expressing sorrow and vulnerability. The chapter recounts three poignant

cases: a girl's unexpected death spurs accusations, an elderly woman's

passing incites anger over perceived disrespect, and a murder intertwines

grief with a desire for revenge, all reflected in poetic forms.

Honor, a central theme in this discourse, shapes how emotions are publicly

expressed. Values such as autonomy and strength dominate social

interactions, leading individuals to often respond to loss with denial or anger

to maintain a façade of composure. Admitting vulnerability is viewed as a

weakness, thus creating a significant cultural tension.

Cultural context plays a pivotal role in how the Awlad 'Ali navigate their

emotional experiences surrounding loss and bereavement. Although poetry

provides a means of expressing grief and vulnerability, the broader cultural

framework mandates strength in public life, resulting in a dichotomy

between personal feelings and societal expectations.
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The chapter concludes by posing critical questions regarding the coexistence

of the contrasting discourses of honor and vulnerability. It invites readers to

consider why these distinct expressions manifest differently in poetry versus

everyday life. The author indicates that subsequent chapters will delve

deeper into the intersection of poetry and love, promising a richer analysis of

emotional expression in Bedouin society.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Modesty And The Poetry Of Love

Modesty and the Poetry of Love

Discourses on Love

In this chapter, the profound importance of love relationships within

Bedouin culture is explored, focusing on how these connections are

intertwined with ideals of honor and modesty. Bedouins, a nomadic Arab

people, possess a deep-rooted belief system that perceives romantic

relationships as potential disruptors of societal norms. The concept of

modesty, primarily seen as a moral virtue, places an especially high

expectation on women, who must navigate their sexuality cautiously to

uphold respectability. Men, too, are expected to suppress their sexual desires

to maintain their autonomy and dignity. This cultural framework creates a

complex environment where love is both revered and constrained by

communal expectations.

Star-Crossed Lovers

The chapter shifts to the role of poetry in articulating romantic emotions,
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particularly through the medium of *ghinnawas*, a traditional form of

Bedouin verse known for its expressive and often mournful nature. Here,

love poetry serves as a poignant outlet for feelings that societal norms may

otherwise stifle. Themes of unattainable love emerge, highlighting the

struggle between individual passions and the strictures of cultural

expectations, such as arranged marriages and kinship obligations, especially

among patrilateral parallel cousins—relatives linked through male lines who

often play significant roles in marriage dynamics.

An Arranged Marriage

The narrative of Fayga illustrates the internal conflict frequently faced by

individuals in arranged marriages. Fayga grapples with the dissonance

between public expectations and her private dissatisfaction. While she is

culturally obliged to comply with her arranged union, her poetry reveals her

growing unease and emotional turmoil. Through her verses, Fayga expresses

sentiments that would typically be deemed inappropriate for public

utterance, allowing her to navigate the tension between conformity and

emotional honesty.

Marriage, Divorce, and Polygyny
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This section examines the complexities surrounding marriage, divorce, and

polygyny in Bedouin society. Marriages are traditionally arranged at a young

age, with minimal agency afforded to the individuals involved. Divorce

carries a significant stigma, particularly when it occurs after many years of

marriage, as it poses particular social repercussions for women who often

find themselves cornered by societal expectations. Emotions such as

jealousy and love find their voice in poetry, which acts as a crucial medium

for expressing sentiments that could otherwise jeopardize one's social

standing or compromise ideals of modesty.

Conclusion

In summary, this chapter underscores the intricate interplay between poetry

and expressions of love in Bedouin culture, revealing a landscape where

public demeanor and private feelings often clash. The use of poetry

facilitates a deeper articulation of conflicted emotions while adhering to

cultural frameworks of modesty, honor, and familial duty. This critical

exploration highlights how these literary expressions not only shape

personal identities but also reflect broader social narratives within the

Bedouin context. Through the lens of love and poetry, an understanding of

individual struggles and societal roles becomes possible, painting a vivid

picture of life in this culturally rich environment.
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Chapter 8: Ideology And The Politics Of Sentiment

### Chapter 8: Ideology and the Politics of Sentiment

This chapter delves into the expressive landscape of Bedouin society,

particularly focusing on the Awlad 'Ali tribe, exploring how individuals can

convey sentiments that defy prevailing cultural norms—such as vulnerability

and romantic love—through the medium of poetry. It highlights the unique

social settings in which poetry flourishes, alongside its dual role as a form of

intimate expression and a commentary on cultural expectations.

#### Social Contexts of Discourse

Poetry in Bedouin culture is predominantly crafted and shared within

intimate circles—among family and close friends—rather than in public

arenas, providing a safe space for emotional expression. The cultural

principle of *hasham*, which emphasizes shame and modesty, inhibits open

dialogue in everyday interactions. In contrast, poetry acts as a liberating

form of communication, free from these constraints, allowing individuals to

navigate personal feelings while maintaining social decorum.

#### Cultural Functions of Poetry

As a medium of intimate communication, poetry facilitates the expression of

vulnerability in a culturally acceptable manner. Its often formulaic structure
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permits individuals to cloak their true feelings, allowing for the sharing of

personal experiences while preserving a degree of anonymity. More

critically, poetry serves to connect individual sentiments to wider cultural

narratives, positioning personal struggles within a larger context of

communal identity and tradition.

#### Poetry and the Ideology of Honor

The chapter asserts that the vulnerability and affection expressed in poetry

starkly contrast with the dominant cultural values of honor and self-restraint

that govern public life. The ability to voice such intimate emotions through

poetry underscores the tensions individuals face between adhering to societal

expectations and pursuing personal connections. This nuanced relationship

reveals that poetry can both challenge and uphold societal norms,

representing a complex interplay of personal and collective identities.

#### Public Perception and The Role of Poetry

Within Bedouin culture, poetry is revered as a symbol of freedom,

paradoxically serving as both a form of rebellion against societal constraints

and as a culturally celebrated mode of expression. The sentiments

encapsulated in poetic works can signify defiance against the entrenched

hierarchies, illustrating the dual capacity of poetry to articulate dissent while

also gaining acceptance despite the risks involved in revealing personal

emotions.
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#### Shifts in Perspective

The changing social and political landscape presents important

considerations for anthropologists regarding their ethical obligations to the

communities under study. The author expresses ambivalence about

integrating personal narratives into academic work, reflecting a heightened

awareness of the potential consequences of exposing cultural practices to

broader audiences. This call for a reevaluation of ethnographic roles

emphasizes the importance of understanding how personal histories affect

community identities, particularly amid social transformations.

#### Conclusion

The intricate relationship between poetry and personal sentiment in Bedouin

culture epitomizes the challenges of individual expression within the

framework of communal expectations. As societal dynamics evolve, the

ethical responsibilities of anthropologists working with intimate narratives

are increasingly critical, urging researchers to thoughtfully navigate their

roles in preserving and representing community identities. This chapter

reinforces that while poetry serves as a vessel for emotional expression and a

critique of social norms, it is also a reflection of the ongoing negotiation of

identity and belonging within a changing cultural landscape.
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