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About the book

In *Weyward*, Emilia Hart masterfully weaves together the stories of three

extraordinary women across five centuries, each navigating the challenges

and societal constraints imposed by their respective times. 

In 2019, we meet Kate, a young woman who escapes an abusive relationship

seeking refuge in her inherited ivy-covered cottage. Here, she delves into her

family's history and unravels dark secrets tied to her great aunt and the

infamous witch hunts of the 17th century, revealing how ancestral

experiences and knowledge continue to resonate through generations. This

connection highlights the powerful legacy of women who used their

understanding of nature and healing to survive against patriarchal

oppression.

Moving back in time to 1619, we encounter Altha, a woman accused of

murder who must leverage her deep-rooted knowledge of nature and healing

practices to defend herself. Living in a period marked by superstition and

fear, Altha’s struggle reflects the broader persecution faced by women

labeled as witches, emphasizing the precarious balance between survival and

societal condemnation.

Meanwhile, in 1942, Violet seeks independence amid the decline of her

family estate, grappling with the whispers of madness that plague her
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lineage. The presence of a mysterious locket bearing the initial “W” serves

as a tangible link to her family's history, symbolic of the secrets and burdens

passed down through generations. Violet's journey showcases the internal

battles many women face against societal expectations and mental health

challenges during a time of global turmoil.

Together, these narratives highlight the profound connections between

women across time and space, illustrating the themes of resilience,

empowerment, and the deep ties to the natural world that shape their

destinies. Each woman's story reflects not only personal struggles but also a

shared lineage of strength and intuition that transcends the confines of their

respective eras. Through their experiences, Hart underscores the enduring

spirit of womanhood and the transformative power of reclaiming one's own

narrative.
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About the author

"Weyward" by Emilia Hart is a captivating debut novel that intertwines the

stories of three women across different eras, each grappling with their

identity and the forces that shape their lives. 

The narrative is set against the backdrop of the mysterious Weyward family,

known for their connection to nature and a historical legacy entwined with

witchcraft and female resilience. The story unfolds through the perspectives

of Altha, the first protagonist, who lives in the 17th century when women

accused of witchcraft are in grave danger. Altha's story introduces readers to

the themes of power and persecution as she discovers her connection to the

earth and its energies, which later becomes a source of both strength and

peril.

In the present day, we meet the second protagonist, a modern-day

descendant of Altha named Violet. Violet is navigating her tumultuous life

while grappling with her familial legacy and the trauma of a broken

relationship. Her journey leads her to confront her past and uncover the truth

about her lineage, as she learns to embrace the nature of her ancestors and

their unique abilities.

The third strand of the narrative follows a woman from the 1980s, whose

story shines a light on the societal changes of that era and the evolving
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understanding of femininity and empowerment. Her journey reveals how the

past continually influences the present, and how the witching wisdom of the

Weyward women can transcend time and trauma, empowering them to

reclaim their voices.

The novel deftly weaves historical elements, feminist themes, and a touch of

magical realism, culminating in a rich tapestry that explores the connections

between women across generations. As the characters navigate their

struggles and embrace their identities, they ultimately find strength in their

shared heritage, learning that the power of the Weyward is not just a story of

witchcraft, but a testament to the resilience of women throughout history. 

Emilia Hart's background in literature and law enhances her narrative style,

providing depth and nuance to the complex lives of her characters, while

also positioning "Weyward" as a story of hope and empowerment. Through

this novel, Hart invites readers to reflect on the historical legacies that shape

contemporary identities and the enduring strength found in community and

lineage.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

Summary of Chapter 1

Kate’s Struggle for Freedom (2019)  

The chapter opens with Kate, trapped in an abusive relationship with her

partner Simon, who exhibits violent and controlling behavior. As she

nervously applies her makeup, her mind races with anxiety, aware that

Simon's return home is imminent. The moment he arrives, his aggressive

demeanor escalates quickly; he accuses her of dishonesty and violently

strikes her. This brutality solidifies Kate's realization of Simon's complete

dominance over her life, leading to a paralyzing fear that he may even be

spying on her. In a decisive moment, Kate draws upon her hidden strength

and recollects her secret escape plan—to flee to Weyward Cottage, a refuge

left to her by her great-aunt. With urgency, she gathers her belongings,

retrieves a concealed phone, and makes her escape, driving through the night

in search of safety and freedom from Simon’s grip.

Violet's Defiance (1942)  

The narrative shifts to Violet, a young girl living a life of privilege at Orton

Hall, yet feeling trapped by her controlling father. Her relationship with her
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brother Graham is strained, marked by tension stemming from a childhood

trauma that has led to his emotional distance. Longing for independence,

Violet finds solace in the natural world, nurturing dreams of becoming a

scientist—ambitions that clash with societal expectations of femininity and

her father's rigid beliefs about masculinity. She identifies with the insects

she observes, seeing them as deserving of respect and understanding, thus

revealing her imaginative spirit. This juxtaposition of her yearning for

freedom against her father's constraints sets the stage for broader themes of

autonomy and the harsh realities faced by women of her time.

Altha's Captivity (16th Century)  

The chapter then shifts to Altha, a woman entangled in the harrowing

realities of being wrongfully accused of witchcraft. As she is led through the

village, the community's scorn weighs heavily upon her. Recalling her

happier days with her mother, she clings to her sense of dignity against the

backdrop of societal oppression. Arriving at the courtroom, Altha stands

firmly in her innocence amid a frenzy of false accusations, embodying

resilience in the face of severe injustice. Her story underscores the historical

persecution of women and highlights the themes of both individual and

collective suffering.

Connecting Threads  
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Throughout this chapter, the lives of Kate, Violet, and Altha are intricately

woven together, each facing distinct but interrelated struggles against

patriarchal control and confinement across different eras. They each grapple

with oppressive forces that manifest emotionally, physically, or socially. The

narrative constructs a rich emotional landscape that emphasizes themes of

autonomy, the quest for freedom, and the shared burdens of womanhood

throughout history, suggesting a continuum of resistance that resonates

deeply across generations.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

In Chapter 2 of "Weyward," we further explore the lives of its three

 protagonists, with a focus on Violet, Kate, and Altha, whose stories

intertwine through themes of confinement, societal expectations, and the

struggle for autonomy.

Violet's life at Orton Hall is marked by tension, particularly in her

relationship with her father, who criticizes her adventurous spirit after she

climbs trees, leading to a ruined skirt. This incident symbolizes the clash

between her desire for freedom and the strict societal norms of gender roles

in the early 20th century, especially as her father insists on her behaving

appropriately for the forthcoming visit of her cousin Frederick, a soldier

returning from World War II. His threats of sending her away to finishing

school amplify the pressure she feels to conform, highlighting the restrictive

expectations placed on young women of that era. Despite this, Violet finds

solace in the natural world, yearning for the freedom it represents, and

visualizing an escape from her stifling home life.

Meanwhile, we encounter Kate, who is in a solitary cottage reflecting on her

past with her abusive partner, Simon. This reflection unveils her complex

emotional landscape—she feels both a deep fear of returning to him and a

strong desire to seek independence. Her inner turmoil reveals the scars of

domestic abuse, illustrating the difficulty of breaking free from a toxic
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relationship while facing the remnants of trauma.

Altha’s narrative contrasts sharply with that of Violet and Kate, as she

endures imprisonment after being falsely accused of witchcraft. Her court

proceedings are marked by ridicule, yet Altha's memories of a nurturing

family life provide a poignant backdrop to her current plight. Her longing for

home and connection underscores the tragedy of her situation, creating a

deep emotional resonance.

As their stories unfold, themes of nature's freedom against societal

constraints, the weight of family expectations, and the journey toward

self-discovery emerge. The lives of Violet, Kate, and Altha are intricately

linked, each facing their struggles, yet all are bound by a poignant legacy of

resilience and the pursuit of autonomy. This chapter richly develops their

characters and sets the stage for their future transformations.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3

Summary of Chapter 3 from "Weyward" by Emilia Hart

Chapter 3 elegantly weaves together the past and present of Altha and

Violet, two women bound by their family’s tumultuous history. Alternating

between Altha's poignant memories and Violet's contemporary struggles, the

chapter delves into themes of love, loss, and legacy.

Altha's Memories of Grace  

The chapter opens with Altha reminiscing about her childhood friendship

with Grace Milburn, filled with innocent adventures during a summer

marred by troubling whispers about Altha’s family. This idyllic period is

shattered when Grace's mother succumbs to scarlatina, a crisis that compels

Altha and her mother to assist. Tragically, this fateful night—the loss of

Grace’s mother—ends their close bond, leaving Altha burdened with guilt

and a lingering sense of sorrow.

Courtroom Tensions  

The narrative shifts to the present-day courtroom, where Altha is accused of

a crime related to her past. As Grace takes the stand to testify 
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Chapter 4: 4

In Chapter 4 of "Weyward" by Emilia Hart, the interconnected narratives of

 Kate, Altha, and Violet unfold, revealing the complex layers of love, shame,

and generational burdens each woman carries.

Kate's Discovery  

As Kate adjusts to life in her great-aunt's cottage, she uncovers a package

containing letters from Rupert to Elizabeth from 1925. These letters expose

a passionate and possibly forbidden romance tied to Orton Hall, deepening

Kate's curiosity about her family's past. Drawing parallels between Rupert's

longing for Elizabeth and her own tumultuous relationship with Simon, Kate

reflects on her feelings of inadequacy and emotional scars—especially

heightened by the possibility of an unplanned pregnancy. The chaotic nature

of her present intersects with the historical echoes from Rupert and

Elizabeth's romance, creating a rich tapestry of personal conflict and the

search for belonging.

Altha in Court  

The focus shifts to Altha, now imprisoned and facing trial for witchcraft

following the tragic death of John Milburn. Her internal monologue reveals

her fear and despair as she confronts a justice system quick to demonize her
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based on superstition. Altha recalls her mother’s teachings on witchcraft,

adding emotional depth to her plight. In the courtroom, young Daniel Kirkby

testifies about the day of the incident, detailing his terror during a chaotic

stampede of cows that led to John's death. His hesitance to confront Altha

only amplifies the tension and misconstructions surrounding her guilt,

illustrating the dangers women face when male fear manifests into societal

hysteria.

Violet's First Crush  

Violet’s perspective introduces the innocence and confusion of first love.

She finds herself infatuated with her cousin, Frederick, struggling to present

herself as mature while navigating the shadow of her family’s troubled

legacy. Their interactions are both charming and awkward, especially when

Frederick's remarks about her mother stir deep emotions within Violet. A

kiss from him ignites a mix of excitement and uncertainty, as she

contemplates the weight of her family's past and the potential for madness to

loom over her future romantic prospects.

Themes and Character Development  

This chapter emphasizes themes of love, shame, and the impact of historical

legacies. Kate's yearning for connection amid insecurity contrasts sharply

with Altha's desperate situation, showcasing the perils women faced in a
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patriarchal society. Violet’s burgeoning understanding of love is

complicated by her family's history, reinforcing the idea that the past

continually shapes the present. Each woman’s journey highlights personal

struggles woven through societal expectations and the weight of ancestral

connections, effectively tying their fates together in poignant ways. The

chapter resonates with rich imagery of emotional upheaval and the lingering

effects of history, captivating readers as the narrative threads intertwine.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

Chapter 5 Summary:

In this chapter, we delve into the emotional complexities of Violet and Kate,

two key characters linked by their turbulent family histories. 

Violet's dinner preparations bring a mix of excitement and anxiety as she

reflects on her recent kiss with Frederick, a pivotal moment that stirs a

whirlwind of emotions within her. While she grapples with the thrill of

romance, unsettling childhood memories about her mother’s enigmatic past

begin to surface. These memories hint at family madness and hidden truths,

suggesting a legacy that looms over Violet. As she enters the grand dining

room, the atmosphere feels contradictory; the lavish setting contrasts sharply

with the underlying family tensions exacerbated by the ongoing war.

Conversations turn to heavy topics, particularly her father's critique of

American involvement, with Frederick engaging him directly, highlighting

the contentious dynamics.

Throughout dinner, Violet's inner turmoil intensifies. She is plagued
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6

Chapter 6 Summary

In this chapter, we delve into Altha’s tumultuous past, shaped by loss, grief,

and a quest for identity. Imprisoned in the dungeons on accusations of

witchcraft, Altha reflects on her life, particularly her profound bond with her

mother, a healer whose declining health following the arrival of a mysterious

couple left deep scars on both their lives. This loss instills in Altha feelings

of guilt and helplessness, setting the stage for her struggles.

Following her mother’s death, Altha faces abandonment when her beloved,

Grace, marries another man, intensifying her sense of isolation. The

narrative shifts to her trial, where Altha is accused of witchcraft in

connection to a local tragedy. The stakes rise as William Metcalfe, Grace’s

father, presents damaging claims that portray Altha as a blight on the

community, underscoring themes of misogyny and the fear of the unknown

that often influenced witch trials of the time.

As Altha endures the humiliation of being labeled a devil’s descendant, she

teeters on the brink of despair. However, hope flickers when she is declared

not guilty of murder by witchcraft. Despite the verdict, Altha’s reputation

and spirit are deeply scarred, casting a shadow over what should be a
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moment of relief.

Her story intertwines with that of Violet, a new character grappling with her

own traumatic experiences with a man named Frederick. Violet’s struggle

with shame and loneliness echoes Altha's journey, highlighting the theme of

female resilience amidst familial bonds and the lingering effects of past

traumas.

Set against the historical backdrop of witch trials and societal expectations,

the narratives of Altha and Violet explore themes of survival and the

haunting legacy of their heritage, preparing readers for the conflicts yet to

unfold. This chapter artfully weaves together personal history and broader

societal themes, making it a poignant exploration of the female experience in

a troubled world.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7

Chapter 7 Summary

In this chapter, we accompany Kate as she begins to acclimate to her new

life at the quaint bookshop in the village of Crows Beck. The work provides

her with a comforting routine, particularly as she sorts through a treasure

trove of donated books, filled with rare gems that spark joy in her heart.

Within the bookshop's cozy confines, Kate develops a deepening friendship

with her boss, Emily, who shares personal anecdotes, including her own

excitement about impending motherhood.

As both women navigate their pregnancies, Kate feels the first gentle kicks

of her baby—a bittersweet reminder of her situation. She grapples with

complicated emotions regarding Simon, her child's father, whom she has

been estranged from for some time. Against the backdrop of Bonfire Night,

the warmth of their blossoming friendship becomes a source of both support

and reflection for Kate, who silently battles the shadows of her past.

Memories of lost friendships surface, emphasizing her struggle with feelings

of isolation.

The conversation turns to Aunt Violet, a mysterious and estranged relative

from Kate's past. Emily shares stories of Violet's adventurous spirit, drawing
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parallels between their own strengths, yet the shadows of Violet's scandalous

history loom over them, leaving a sense of uncertainty in its wake.

Later, in a solitary moment by the fire, Kate makes a significant decision to

burn her old clothes—an act symbolizing her desire to sever ties with her

past mistakes and Simon's influence. This powerful gesture serves as her

declaration of independence as she strives to forge a new identity.

As winter blankets the village in snow, Kate finds solace in the serene

beauty of her surroundings, heralding a sense of renewal and hope for her

future daughter. 

One day at work, Emily presents Kate with a box of dusty books from Orton

Hall, stirring Kate’s curiosity about her family history, particularly

concerning Violet. As she sifts through the contents, she discovers a

handwritten letter from Violet tucked within a copy of "The Brothers

Grimm." This letter hints at troubling events involving a man with green

eyes, signaling deeper family secrets that remain unresolved.

The man in question is revealed to be Frederick Ayres, a viscount with a

notorious reputation tied to scandal and trauma. This revelation resonates

with Kate’s own struggles, intensifying her reflections on loss and resilience.

Through the lens of friendship and the legacies of the past, this chapter
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skillfully marries themes of personal identity reclamation, resilience, and the

bittersweet journey of motherhood. With a striking interplay of nature's

beauty and the emotional weight of personal narratives, Kate's journey

weaves between hope and foreboding as she seeks to define her future and

embrace her new role as a mother.
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Chapter 8: 8

Chapter 8 Summary: Weyward

In this deeply emotional chapter, Violet grapples with her complex feelings

about family as she visits her mother’s dilapidated cottage. The setting

mirrors her internal struggle, with dust and decay reflecting her longing for

connection amidst a backdrop of loneliness. As she cleans the neglected

house, Violet discovers remnants of her mother Lizzie’s life, including

weathered letters that unveil the haunting secrets of the Weyward lineage. 

Through her exploration, Violet learns that Lizzie was not merely a victim

but a woman ensnared by her husband’s ambitions. She was labeled “mad”

due to the oppressive nature of her marriage, ultimately succumbing to a

disastrous medical treatment. This revelation exposes the dark threads of

power and manipulation interwoven with Violet's heritage, prompting her to

confront the shadows cast by her father’s domineering presence.

Simultaneously, Kate's narrative unfolds, presenting a modern-day struggle

as she prepares for motherhood while facing the tumultuous legacy of her

relationship with her estranged mother. Her context serves as a parallel to

Violet’s historical plight, emphasizing the latter’s determination to protect

her unborn child from the shadows of her past, particularly regarding Simon,
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her former partner.

Themes of motherhood, inheritance, and the fight against patriarchal

dominance resonate throughout the chapter. As Violet embarks on a

transformative journey of self-discovery, she resolves to embrace the

wisdom of her ancestry to break free from her father's malevolent control.

This marks a pivotal moment of empowerment for her character.

Chapter 8 masterfully intertwines the past and present, illustrating the

enduring impact of familial trauma while celebrating the resilience of its

female characters. The chapter concludes on a suspenseful note as Kate

receives an ominous call from Simon, hinting at unresolved conflicts that

threaten her newfound stability, and setting the stage for future challenges.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9

Chapter 9 Summary of "Weyward" by Emilia Hart

In this chapter, Altha becomes increasingly concerned for her friend Grace,

who has vanished from their shared world since her marriage. Attending

church, Altha observes Grace from a distance, noticing her distress under the

oppressive eye of her husband, John. The arrival of spring brings the hope of

May Day Eve, a vibrant village celebration that Altha has previously

shunned due to her mother's strict teachings against paganism. Despite her

reservations, the enticing aroma of the bonfire and the joyful villagers ignite

her emotions as she searches for Grace among the crowd.

During the festivities, Altha experiences a chilling vision of Grace, bloodied

and alone. Before she can intervene, Grace vanishes from sight, leaving

Altha troubled and uncertain about her friend's safety. Concerned for Grace's

well-being, Altha covertly observes her the following day at the Milburn

farm, where Grace struggles under the burden of domestic chores while

dealing with the looming presence of her abusive husband. Witnessing

Grace’s suffering heightens Altha's protective instincts, and she wrestles

with dark thoughts of revenge against John.

The narrative then shifts to Violet, who revels in her independence at the
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cottage. She reflects on her mother and prepares a potent herbal mixture. As

the wind howls ominously outside, Violet’s ritual culminates in a painful yet

liberating process that helps her terminate an unwanted pregnancy, leading

her to feel empowered and more connected to her family history.

Meanwhile, Kate grapples with her own crisis as her abusive ex-boyfriend,

Simon, closes in on her. Feeling trapped and terrified, she hides in the attic,

frantically trying to contact the police. The tension heightens as she searches

for a means of defense while battling guilt and fear stemming from her past

relationship with Simon. During her search, she uncovers a hidden locket

and an old book filled with enigmatic writings—symbols of hope as she

prepares for an impending confrontation.

Throughout this chapter, the themes of female resilience and the bond

between women are powerfully underscored. Altha, Violet, and Kate each

confront their own struggles, navigating the harsh realities of abuse and

reclaiming their autonomy, thus illustrating a shared fight for survival that

intricately binds their stories together.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10

Summary of Chapter 10 of "Weyward" by Emilia Hart

In Chapter 10, the narrative delves into Altha's memories, highlighting the

emotional burden of the promises made to her dying mother. As she reflects

on her family's history, Altha confronts the gifts and secrets intrinsic to the

Weyward women—particularly their profound connection to nature and

healing, which is both a source of strength and vulnerability. A pivotal

moment surfaces in her recollections when her mother imparts wisdom

about their powers, cautioning her against using them in a world that often

punishes women for their gifts. This legacy brings forth themes of sacrifice

and the complexities of wielding inherited abilities.

The chapter shifts to Violet, whose turmoil deepens following the tragic loss

of her child. In the heat of her crisis, her brother Graham arrives to support

her, taking swift actions to conceal the evidence of her miscarriage from

their father and the doctor. This moment of crisis fosters a deeper connection

between the siblings, revealing their shared trauma and the complexities of

their familial bond. Simultaneously, Violet's struggle with her father's

indifference and the societal constraints placed on women highlights her

character's development and the emotional conflicts she navigates.
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Parallel to Altha and Violet’s experiences, Kate’s story unfolds, threading

back to Altha through an ancestral manuscript. Facing Simon in a precarious

situation, Kate begins to embrace her Weyward lineage, tapping into the

inherent wildness and strength of her ancestors. A transformative moment

occurs as she prepares to reclaim her autonomy, symbolized by a crow

circling above—a powerful omen of freedom and empowerment.

Chapter 10 intricately weaves themes of female agency, societal oppression,

and the unbreakable bonds among the Weyward women. It underscores the

resilience that comes from recognizing and embracing one's heritage, while

also grappling with the patriarchal boundaries that aim to restrict them. The

interplay of memory, trauma, and the quest for reclamation sets the stage for

the unfolding drama, intricately linking the lives of Altha, Violet, and Kate

in a rich tapestry of strength and hope.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11

Chapter 11 of *Weyward* by Emilia Hart unfolds with a gripping intensity

 as it details Kate's harrowing confrontation with her abusive partner, Simon.

Surrounded by the flurry of birds outside, which symbolize her innate power

and connection to nature, Kate finds herself engulfed in a moment of peril as

Simon, consumed by rage and paranoia, tries to choke her, convinced she

plans to escape with their child. Instead of yielding to fear, Kate taps into a

deep reservoir of strength, understanding she is not alone but is part of a

lineage of resilient Weyward women known for their mystical abilities and

fierce independence.

In a powerful twist, her connection to nature manifests as a swarm of birds

and insects bursts through the window, serving as unexpected allies in her

time of need. The cacophony distracts Simon, granting Kate a moment to

regroup. Seizing this opportunity, she stands resolute, reclaiming her agency.

The birds seem to retaliate against Simon, disorienting him and empowering

Kate to confront and command him to leave, signaling a vital transformation

in her ability to resist her abuser.

The narrative then shifts to Altha, another of the Weyward women, as she

reflects on her tumultuous past intertwined with the essence of spring—a

metaphor for rebirth and resilience. Driven by a desire for justice against her

abuser, John, she climbs an oak tree to free a crow that she believes
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embodies her mother’s spirit. The release of the crow prompts chaos, leading

to John's ultimate destruction at the hands of captured cows, an act

underscoring the collective power and vengeance of the Weyward women,

firmly rooted in their connection to the natural world.

Next, we explore Violet's journey as she contends with her evolving identity

amidst personal trauma, including the news of her father’s death and

revelations about her lineage. Despite the somber shadows of her past,

Violet begins to embrace her role in preserving the legacy of Weyward

Cottage, fostering a deeper bond with nature. As winter approaches, she

envisions a bright future ahead, signaling her readiness to harness her

powers and embark on her own path of self-discovery.

The chapter culminates with Kate in labor, drawing strength from the

presence of her mother. The visceral bond between Kate and her newborn,

Violet Altha, represents the continuity of the Weyward legacy. The chapter

closes on a hopeful note, emphasizing the cyclical nature of empowerment,

resilience, and the enduring connections among the women of this lineage,

underscored by their deep entwinement with the natural world. This richly

woven tapestry of strength and familial heritage reinforces the theme of

transformation that permeates the lives of the Weyward women.
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