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About the book

In "What This Cruel War Was Over," Chandra Manning presents a
transformative examination of the American Civil War, shifting focus from
traditional narratives to the intimate perspectives of soldiers, both black and
white, from the North and the South. Through arich tapestry of personal
letters, diaries, and regimental newspapers, Manning unveils the human

experiences and sentiments that shaped the conflict.

The book begins by contextualizing the war within the broader framework of
American society, entrenched in the institution of davery. Manning
emphasizes how soldiersinitially entered the war with varied
motivations—ranging from a desire to preserve the Union to support for
their states rights. However, as the war progressed, many began to confront

the deegper moral and political ramifications surrounding slavery.

Manning' s exploration highlights crucial turning points, particularly how
encounters with black soldiers and the witnessing of slavery's brutality
prompted white soldiers to reassess their beliefs about the institution. The
evolution of these perspectives reflects the tumultuous shifts in the country's
ideology, as soldiers grappled with the reality that the war was
fundamentally about ending slavery.

Additionally, Manning portrays the experiences of black soldiers, whose

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

participation in the war played a critical role in redefining their identities and
affirming their fight for freedom and equality. Their stories, often
overlooked, demonstrate the complexities of their contributions and the

multifaceted nature of the Civil War.

Throughout the chapters, Manning effectively intertwines individual
narratives with the larger historical context, revealing how the soldiers
growing recognition of slavery as the war’ s central issue not only reshaped
their understanding but also altered the nation’ s trgjectory. In closing, "What
This Cruel War Was Over" emerges as a profound treatise that compels
readers to reconsider the lasting effects of the Civil War and the ways it
continues to resonate in contemporary discussions of race and justice in

America.
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About the author

Chapters summarizing Chandra Manning’ s work delve into the intricate
interplay of social, political, and military experiences during the American
Civil War, emphasizing the perspectives of both soldiers and civilians.
Manning, a distinguished historian who earned her doctorate from the
University of California, Berkeley, has established herself as aleading
authority on this era, particularly in examining how factors such as race and

gender influenced people's motivations.

Her acclaimed book, "What This Cruel War Was Over," serves as afocal
point for these chapters, asit uncovers the complex realities that shaped
individuals' understandings of the conflict. In thiswork, Manning illustrates
how soldiers’ motivations were not solely rooted in their military duties, but
were deeply intertwined with the pressing social issue of slavery. She
examines how both Union and Confederate soldiers grappled with their
beliefs about freedom, loyalty, and the institution of slavery, often

challenging the notion that the war was a simple fight for states rights.

Additionally, Manning highlights the experiences of civilians during the
war, revealing their vital roles and the profound effects of the conflict on
everyday life. Women, in particular, emerge as pivotal figures, whether as
supporters on the home front or participantsin the war efforts, thereby

expanding the narrative beyond just male soldiers. The exploration of their
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experiences provides a more nuanced understanding of the war's impact on

society asawhole.

Throughout these chapters, Manning's analysis underscores the social
changes triggered by the war, as well asthe lasting implications for
American society and its values. By weaving together personal stories and
broader historical contexts, she illuminates the human experiences that often
remain obscured in traditional narratives of the Civil War, making a
compelling case for understanding the war through the lenses of race,
gender, and individual motivation. The chapters ultimately contribute to a
richer comprehension of this pivotal moment in American history,
challenging readers to reflect on the complexities of freedom and equality

that continue to resonate today .
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Chapter 1 Summary: “WHEN THISCRUEL WAR IS
OVER”

Overview of "When ThisCruel War 1sOver"

"When This Cruel War Is Over," aso known as "Weeping, Sad and Lonely,"
emerged as the most iconic piece of sheet music during the American Civil
War, with sales exceeding a million copies. The song's melancholic melody
and heartfelt lyrics struck a deep chord among soldiers and civilians alike.
Concerned that the song’ s sorrowful tone could weaken troop morale,
military officers even attempted to ban its performance in camps. Despite
these efforts, the haunting tune gained popularity among both Union and

Confederate forces, reflecting their shared experiences of loss and longing.

Lyrics Comparison

The song's lyrics, while largely consistent across versions, featured subtle
differences that represented the two opposing sides. The Union version
celebrated pride in the blue uniform of their soldiers, while the Confederate
adaptation referenced the gray uniform, symbolizing their own commitment
to the cause. This slight modification illustrated the deeply personal

connections soldiers felt toward their respective allegiances and highlighted
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the war'srole in shaping individual identities.

Themesand Imagery

The song resonates with profound themes of yearning, sacrifice, and hope
amidst the brutal realities of war. Its repeated chorus expresses a sorrowful
desire for reunion when peace is finally restored, capturing the emotional
turmoil experienced by soldiers and those waiting at home. Vivid imagery
within the lyrics brings to life the agonies of battle, including visions of
wounded soldiers and heartfelt cries for solace, emphasizing the war's

devastating impact on families and communities.

Cultural Significance

The lasting popularity of "When This Cruel War Is Over" underscores the
emotional landscape of the Civil War period, serving as a poignant reflection
of the sentiments shared by soldiers and their loved ones. Its powerful
messages of love, endurance, and the personal sacrifices made during the
war make it an emblematic piece of music that transcended the divides
between Union and Confederate soldiers. This song not only tells a story of
pain and loss but also captures the essence of a nation grappling with the

cost of conflict.
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Chapter 2 Summary:

Summary of Chapter 2: What This Cruel War Was Over

The Outbreak of War

Chapter 2 begins with a pivotal moment in American history: the
bombardment of Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861. This event signals the start
of the Civil War, aconflict rooted in profound divisions between the North
and the South, primarily over the issue of slavery. For the Confederates,
slavery was not only integral to their economic system but also essential to
their conception of societal order; conversely, many Northerners
increasingly viewed it asamoral atrocity that needed to be addressed.

Different Per spectiveson Liberty and the Revolution

Aswar loomed, youth on both sides of the Mason-Dixon Line grappled with
the concept of liberty and their rolesin the brewing conflict. Southern
students and communities often defended slavery as a vital aspect of their
freedoms, while Northern counterparts framed their struggle as a righteous
fight to uphold the Union and the liberties it represented. This clash of
ideologies highlighted the contrasting worldviews, reflecting deeper societa

values and historical contexts.
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The Role of Slavery in Secession

The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, who was against the expansion of
davery, acted as a catalyst for Southern states to consider secession. This
decision sparked intense debates within the South regarding loyalty to the
Union and the preservation of their way of life. These discussions were
steeped in historical legacy and economic self-interest, illustrating the

South's complex relationship with governance and autonomy.
Connection Between Slavery and Social Structure

In the South, slavery transcended mere economics; it was the foundation of
social structure and identity. For many white Southerners, any threat to the
institution of slavery resonated as a direct threat to their societal existence.
This sense of urgency contributed to a collective mentality that favored
rebellion against perceived Northern aggression, intertwining economic,

social, and cultural threads into a singular resolve.
Union Soldiers Evolving Under standings of Slavery
As Union soldiers engaged with the redlities of slavery on the ground, their

perceptions began to evolve. Many came to see slavery asamorally

corrupting force that undermined the values necessary for afunctioning
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democracy. Experiences during battles and encounters with enslaved
individuals led a growing number of soldiersto believe that emancipation
was not only essential for moral reasons but also crucial for the war effort

and the survival of the Union.
Emerging Policies and Reactions

Early actions by military leaders, such as General Frémont's proclamations
against slavery, demonstrated an emerging recognition of the need to address
the institution. However, these measures were met with varied responses
from both soldiers and their leaders, reflecting alack of consensus regarding
the war's objectives. Nevertheless, a significant shift occurred among many
Union soldiers towards the belief that abolishing slavery was vital for

achieving victory and preventing further conflict.
Conclusion: Divided but Evolving Per spectives

The chapter concludes by highlighting the changing perceptions surrounding
davery among Union soldiers, who increasingly recognized it as athreat to
the nation's future rather than a solely Southern issue. Conversely,
Confederate soldiers interpreted the actions of the Union as affirmations of
their worst fears about Northern intentions, thereby solidifying their
commitment to fight. This evolving dialogue on slavery, liberty, and

governance underscores the complexities and deeply personal convictions
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that ignited one of the most devastating wars in American history.
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Chapter 3 Summary:

Chapter 3: “Richmond IsaHard Road to Travel”: Gaps Between

Expectation and Experience

Overview of Soldiers' Expectations and Realities

Asthe Civil War unfolded in early 1862, Confederate soldiers, exemplified
by James Boyd from Georgia, grappled with growing frustration over the
disparity between their initial expectations and the grim realities of warfare.
Many had enlisted with high ideals of an independent Confederacy, only to
face outdated weaponry, unfulfilled promises, and a strict military hierarchy
that undermined morale. This disconnection bred doubt among the ranks,
particularly when soldiers perceived that their government prioritized the

preservation of slavery over addressing their pressing needs.
The Burden of War and Its Demands

By 1862, the relentless pressures of combat intensified disillusionment
across both Union and Confederate forces. Soldiers, now grappling with the
harsh demands of military life, clung to the belief that failing to fight would
endanger their families, which spurred them to continue. However,

Confederate patriotism collided with the realities imposed by government
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mandates like conscription and impressment, causing significant strain on

soldiers and their families.
Experiences on the Battlefield

The brutality of battles such as Shiloh and the Peninsula Campaign starkly
contrasted the romanticized visions of heroism and glory that many soldiers
initially held. The violence and suffering they encountered led to rising
tensions not only on the battlefield but also within the ranks, with some
soldiers directing their frustrations towards military leaders and strategies

rather than the enemy.

Government Policies and Civilian Relations

Many Confederate soldiers began to express their dissatisfaction with the
Richmond government, feeling burdened by regulations that disrupted their
lives. Complaints about extortion and inadequate civilian support spurred
feelings of betrayal, which fostered a sense of alienation among the troops.
Asthey reflected on their sacrificesin light of the government'sincreasing
demands, dissent within the ranks grew.

Shifting Per spectives on Slavery and Race

The ingtitution of slavery profoundly affected both Union and Confederate
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soldiers but in different ways. For Union troops, the fight often intertwined
with amoral imperative to emancipate slaves, driven by their commitment to
republican ideals. Personal encounters with the brutal realities of davery
opened many eyesto its atrocities. Conversely, Confederate soldiers saw the
potential for abolition as a direct threat to their way of life, which reinforced
their motivations to fight, even as they faced inner turmoil regarding class

disparities within their ranks.
Evolving Views and Tensions on Racial |ssues

Within the Union forces, there was a complex relationship with the concept
of emancipation, with soldiers largely supporting it as a pathway to victory,
yet grappling with the implications for black Americans and the challenges it
posed to social norms. Meanwhile, Confederate soldiers reinforced their
commitment to the fight as a safeguard of social order, buoyed by a

prevailing belief in white supremacy.
Conclusion: Adaptation Amidst Disillusonment

Asthe war dragged on, both Union and Confederate soldiers encountered
profound challenges that forced them to reassess their loyalties and the
reasons behind their struggles. Faced with disillusionment, many
Confederate soldiers found that the fear of abolition united them in their

fight, while Union soldiers remained motivated by the conviction of
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defending ajust government. These evolving experiences not only
transformed their perspectives on the war but also shaped their
understanding of crucial issuesrelated to slavery, patriotism, and identity

against the backdrop of the ongoing conflict.
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Chapter 4:

Summary of Chapter 4. " Kingdom Comingin the Year of Jubilo":

Revolution and Resistance

| ntroduction

In January 1863, the aspirations and anxieties of Confederate soldiers such
as James Harrison were heavily influenced by President Abraham Lincoln's
Emancipation Proclamation. This chapter delvesinto how this pivotal
document, along with the enlistment of Black soldiersin the Union Army,
not only fortified the resolve of Confederate forces but also complicated the

Union's objectives in the ongoing Civil War.

| mpact of the Emancipation Proclamation

The Emancipation Proclamation transformed the nature of the conflict from
a straightforward battle for the Union into a profound moral fight against
davery. Thismoral shift necessitated that Union soldiers grapple with the
inconsistenciesin their beliefs, revealing that saving the Union would

require substantial reforms, particularly concerning the institution of davery.

Union Morale and Military Setbacks
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As 1862 turned into 1863, Union forces experienced serious defeats, notably
the setback at Fredericksburg, which led to a steep decline in troop morale.
The harsh realities of military failures prompted many soldiers to doubt the
feasibility of preserving the Union without embracing deeper systemic

changes.
Shifting Per spectives on Emancipation

As soldiers began advocating for emancipation, thisled to areflection
among white Northerners about their own rolesin enabling slavery. This
awakening sparked a revolutionary introspection about the nation’s core
values of liberty and equality, leading to a broader reeval uation of societal
idedls.

Reactionsto Black Enlistment

The addition of Black soldiersin the Union Army forced significant
conversations regarding issues of race and citizenship. Initially met with
resistance by many white soldiers, the strategic importance and competence

of Black troops gradually became undeniable, altering perceptions over time.

Confeder ate Response to Emancipation
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In stark contrast, Confederate soldiers reacted with a mixture of anger and
trepidation to the Emancipation Proclamation and the mobilization of Black

soldiers. To them, emancipation represented a direct assault on their social
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Chapter 5 Summary:

Summary of Chapter 4: “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory”: The War and the
Hand of God

July 4, 1863: A Turning Point

The pivotal date of July 4, 1863, marked a crucial juncture in the American
Civil War with the Union's triumph at the Siege of Vicksburg. This victory
kindled a sense of hope among Union soldiers, particularly Lieutenant
Quincy Campbell, who interpreted it as an act of divine intervention. While
the Union celebrated this victory alongside another at Gettysburg, a sobering
realization dawned regarding the moral ramifications of the war, especially
concerning the sin of slavery, which plagued both the North and the South.

God's Judgment and Soldiers Reflections

Asthe conflict escalated, soldiersincreasingly perceived the war asadivine
reckoning for their society's failings, notably the institution of slavery. Black
Union soldiers viewed the war as a potential avenue for achieving equality
and humanity for African Americans, while Confederate soldiers clung to
the belief in the righteousness of their cause, interpreting setbacks astrials of

their determination rather than as signs demanding societal change.
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The Fourth of July Celebrations and M or ale Shift

The Union's victories instigated fervent celebrations on July 4, rejuvenating
troop morale after a series of earlier defeats. Soldiers felt a spiritual
obligation to act honorably following these successes, interpreting their
military achievements as endorsements from God. Nonetheless, the victories
were accompanied by alingering sense of introspection about the broader

implications of the war.
Draft Riots and Racial Tensions

In stark contrast to Union optimism, draft riots erupted in northern cities,
reflecting escalating racial tensions. Many white citizens directed their
frustrations toward Black Americans, whom they perceived as economic
rivals, leading to violent spectacles of racism. Union soldiers expressed
outrage at these riots, deeming them treasonous and counterproductive to the

war effort.
Political Discontent in the Confeder acy
Within the Confederacy, military defeats fueled growing resentment among

soldiers toward their leaders. Many felt abandoned by the elite who had

championed the war, leading to increasing class tensions. This discontent
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revealed arising skepticism about the motivations behind the war's

continuation and the societal inequalities it reinforced.
Spiritual Reflections Amidst Hardship

In the face of adversity, Confederate soldiers found comfort in their faith,
viewing their hardships as divine tests meant to strengthen their resolve.
However, their religious fervor did not prompt a critical reassessment of the
moral underpinnings of slavery or their societal structures. Conversdly,
Union soldiers felt a moral imperative to confront the unresolved issues that

underlined the conflict.
Notes on Future Expectations

Asthe war progressed, Confederates remained resolute in their belief that
fighting was essential to preserve slavery. They intertwined their religious
convictions with a profound sense of injustice regarding any threat to their
"divinely ordained" social order. The contrasting interpretations of God's
will during the war underscored a significant divergence in moral

frameworks, justice, and the necessity for socia transformation.
Conclusion

The events of 1863 reveaed a stark divide in how Union and Confederate
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soldiers understood the war's spiritual and societal implications. With the
Union grappling with the moral weight of slavery and the Confederacy
steadfastly upholding its social hierarchies, the forthcoming year promised

to further accentuate these ideological differences.
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Chapter 6 Summary:

Chapter 6 Summary: "What This Cruel War Was Over"

Context of 1864

Asthe year 1864 commenced, black soldiersin the Union Army celebrated
their emancipation in Charleston Harbor, even as they grappled with
ongoing discrimination, such as unequal pay and limited opportunities for
officer roles. Sgt. William Gray rallied his fellow soldiers through jubilee
meetings, instilling a sense of hope while they fought not only for the Union

but also for their rightful place in society.
Military Setbacks

Initial optimism in the Union was buoyed by President Lincoln’s support for
General Ulysses S. Grant. However, as the year unfolded, the Union faced
devastating military challenges, most notably in battles like the Wilderness
and Cold Harbor, which resulted in significant casualties. The heavy losses
began to dampen morale among troops, leading many to reconsider their
commitment to reenlistment amid growing war fatigue and disillusionment

with the violence that permeated their lives.
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Political Turmoil and Antiwar Sentiment

As Union military fortunes waned, antiwar sentiments gained traction in the
North. The Chicago Democratic Convention emerged as a major platform
advocating for peace negotiations while challenging the ongoing
emancipation efforts. Many Union soldiers started voicing their frustrations,
guestioning the war's purpose and feeling increasingly aligned with the
anti-war Democrats, revealing a shift in support and morale on the home

front.
Racial Dynamics and Emancipation

The brutal realities of war forced Union soldiers to reaffirm their
commitment to emancipation as a crucial objective. Y et, as casualty counts
continued to rise, some soldiers began retreating from their earlier support
for racial equality. The connection between the war’ s outcome and the fate
of abolition created an atmosphere where enthusiasm for racial progress
diminished, reflecting the complex interplay between wartime sacrifices and

social change.
Confederate Responses

In the Confederacy, soldiers faced immense hardships, compounded by

government neglect regarding their families. Policies like mandatory
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re-enlistment incited resentment, as many Confederate troops felt their
dignity and autonomy were being compromised. Amidst these struggles,
they frequently expressed hostility towards blacks, viewing them as a cause
of their woes while grappling with their own perceived injustices during the

turmoil of war.
Election Politicsin a Divided South

In North Carolina, the gubernatorial election became a battleground
reflecting deep racia fears. Incumbent Zebulon Vance' srhetoric effectively
mobilized military support against peace candidate William Holden, as
soldiers resonated with Vance' s militaristic and racially charged messages,
interpreting them as a defense against a threatening Union and the

preservation of their way of life.
Conclusion

By the end of summer 1864, Union soldiers found themselves confronting
not only the immediate physical dangers of battle but also deeper ideological
struggles as they continued to fight against the Confederacy and the
institution of slavery itself. This chapter reveals a shifting landscape where
evolving notions of racial identities, political affiliations, and the harsh
realities of war intersected, highlighting the turbulent yet transformative
possibilities of anation striving for freedom and equality.
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Chapter 7 Summary:

Chapter 6 Summary: The Coming of the End

*Morning Reflections on War*

On February 1, 1865, Sergeant John Keirns received a poignant |etter
accompanied by the song "Take Y our Gun and Go, John," symbolizing the
profound emotional toll that the Civil War exacted on soldiers and their
families. In the midst of conflict, Keirns felt the weight of separation from
his loved ones, poignantly urging hiswife to “Pray for Freedom,”
highlighting the personal sacrifices that accompanied the fight for the

nation’s future.

*The Union's Turning Tide*

After a challenging year, Union forces began to gain significant ground,
notably with victoriesin Atlanta and Virginia. The capture of Atlanta
marked a crucia turning point, uplifting the spirits of Union soldiers who
became increasingly convinced that the war must culminate in the abolition
of davery. Yet, amidst their triumphs, soldiers like Sergeant Horatio
Barrington grappled with the devastation wrought by warfare, embodying
the complex emotional landscape of those on the battlefield.

*Political Landscape and Soldier Sentiment*
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Asthe 1864 presidential election loomed, Union troops rallied behind
President Abraham Lincoln, fearing that a Democratic victory would
jeopardize their hard-won progress. For many soldiers, Lincoln’s reelection
was viewed as essential to securing their commitment to freedom and the
fight against slavery. His platform resonated deeply with them, reinforcing

their determination to see the war through to its conclusion.

*The March of Union Forces*

General Sherman's relentless campaign embodied the Union's resolve to
dismantle Southern resistance. His aggressive tactics devastated the South's
infrastructure and sparked necessary debates about the nation's future.
Soldiers began to frame their struggle as not only afight against rebellion

but also a battle to forge a nation free from the stain of davery.

*Emerging Vision for African American Rights*

The war also spurred crucial discussions regarding the rights of African
Americans among Union soldiers. Many white soldiers began to advocate
for the full citizenship and equal rights of black Americans, recognizing that
education for former slaves was pivotal to achieving lasting equality and

justice.
* Confederate Despondency and Fractured Morale*

Conversely, by early 1865, Confederate soldiers faced a growing sense of

despair. The fall of Atlanta and an overwhelming weariness permeated their
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ranks, leading to arise in doubts about their leaders and the viability of their
cause. Although there were increasing calls for peace, the Confederacy's
unwavering commitment to slavery fueled their determination to persistin

the conflict.

*Black Enlistment: A Double-Edged Sword*

In a desperate bid to bolster troop numbers, the Confederate Congress
authorized the enlistment of black soldiers. This controversial decision
elicited mixed reactions among Confederate soldiers, many of whom viewed
it as abetrayal of their longstanding racist beliefs and feared it would

dismantle the very societal hierarchy they sought to preserve.

*The Closing Chapters of the War*

By April 1865, the momentum of the war had dramatically shifted. Union
forces advanced relentlessly, culminating in the fall of Richmond, further
solidified by the involvement of African American soldiersin the Union
victory. This transformation influenced the perceptions of freedom among
Union soldiers and challenged the Confederates commitment to maintaining

away of life based on dlavery.

The chapter closes by starkly contrasting the visions of the two factions:
while Union soldiers embraced the prospect of post-war equality,
Confederate soldiers were left to confront the erosion of their societal norms

and the harsh readlity of impending defeat. As the tumultuous events of 1865
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unfolded, they set the stage for a profound transformation, heralding a new
erain America marked by the abolition of slavery and a redefined moral

landscape.
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Chapter 8: CONCLUSION

#tt Conclusion: What This Cruel War Was Over

#H# The Fall of Richmond and Surrender at Appomattox

On April 3, 1865, the Confederate capital of Richmond fell into chaos as
Confederate forces ignited flames to the city while retreating. The situation
took a dramatic turn as Union forces, notably the Fifth Massachusetts
Cavalry and the Twenty-ninth Connecticut Infantry, marched in, marking a
significant victory for the Union. Just aweek later, on April 9, General
Robert E. Lee s surrender at Appomattox Court House symbolized the
imminent end of the Civil War. However, joy among Union soldiers was
quickly overshadowed by the tragic assassination of President Abraham
Lincoln shortly thereafter, blending celebration with sorrow.

#H#H Impact of Lincoln’s Assassination

The assassination of Lincoln had a profound emotional impact on Union
soldiers. They had forged a strong ideologica connection with him, viewing
hisvision for a united nation and the abolition of slavery asamoral duty.
Many vowed to honor his legacy by continuing the fight for equality and

justice, believing that true redemption for the nation was still within reach.

##H The Response of Confederate Soldiers
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In contrast, the Union victory reshaped the outlook for Confederate soldiers,
who turned their focus towards returning home and reassessing their futures.
These men often grappled with fears regarding the new societal |landscape
that awaited them—one that would exist without slavery. Many were
anxious about their identities and the fragility of their pre-war socia

structure.

#it## Confederate Soldiers Motivations

Though Confederate troops initially fought to uphold slavery and the
Southern way of life, their motivations became increasingly conflicted.
Many soldiers experienced a crisis of purpose, torn between allegianceto a
government that seemed to abandon them and their personal aspirations for a
better life. Some sought refuge in religion, interpreting the war as divine

retribution requiring personal redemption.

#i#H Political Outlook of Confederates Post-War

Following their defeat, many Confederates braced for difficult
Reconstruction policies imposed by the victorious North. They feared a
significant loss of political influence and property, anticipating a bleak
future in a society faced with profound transformation away from the

foundations of dlavery.

#HH Union Soldiers’ Growing Awareness of Racial Equality

During and after the war, white Union soldiers began to question their
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previous attitudes towards race. The conflict presented them with
opportunities to interact with Black Americans and witness their courageous

contributions, prompting a re-evaluation of entrenched beliefs about racia
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