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About the book

"When Heaven and Earth Changed Places" is a powerful memoir by Le Ly

Hayslip that chronicles her turbulent childhood during the Vietnam War.

Growing up as the youngest of six in a devout Buddhist family, Le Ly's life

was dramatically altered when the U.S. military invaded her tranquil village

in central Vietnam. At just twelve years old, she was thrust into a world of

chaos as the war intensified, forcing children like her into precarious roles as

spies and saboteurs. 

As violence erupted around her, Le Ly endured unimaginable hardships,

including imprisonment and torture, while witnessing the heartbreaking loss

of her loved ones. Despite the overwhelming despair, her story is also one of

resilience and hope. Her unwavering faith in humanity serves as a beacon of

strength throughout her experiences.

Nearly two decades after escaping to America, Le Ly feels a compelling

connection to her homeland that draws her back, where she confronts a

tapestry of joyous memories intertwined with profound sorrow. The

narrative intricately intertwines her violent past with her ongoing journey

towards reconciliation, providing an insightful and poignant reflection on

Vietnam's historical scars and the enduring strength of the human spirit.

Through her memoir, Le Ly Hayslip not only shares her personal struggles

but also offers a broader commentary on the impact of war and the
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possibility of healing and forgiveness.
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About the author

Le Ly Hayslip, a Vietnamese-American memoirist and humanitarian, offers

a poignant exploration of resilience and peace through her life experiences.

Born into a farming family in Ky La, near Da Nang, she was the youngest of

six siblings. Her childhood was shattered at the age of 12 when the Vietnam

War engulfed her village, forcing her to confront the harsh realities of

conflict. By the time she turned 14, she had suffered torture due to her

suspected revolutionary sympathies, highlighting the brutal environment in

which she lived.

In her memoir *When Heaven and Earth Changed Places: A Vietnamese

Woman's Journey from War to Peace*, Hayslip recounts her tumultuous

adolescence during this devastating period. The narrative not only captures

the chaos and violence of the war but also her courageous escape to Saigon,

where she worked as a housekeeper and briefly as a nurse assistant,

navigating life in the city amid the ongoing turmoil.

Her subsequent work, *Child of War, Woman of Peace*, shifts focus to her

experiences in the United States during the final years of the Vietnam War.

Through these writings, Hayslip reflects on her healing journey and the

challenges she faced in adapting to a new culture while carrying the weight

of her past.
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Rather than allowing her trauma to define her, Hayslip transformed her

suffering into a mission to uplift herself and others. This dedication led her

to establish the East Meets West Foundation, an organization aimed at

improving healthcare and fostering self-sufficiency in Vietnam. Through her

literary contributions and humanitarian initiatives, Le Ly Hayslip embodies

a spirit of hope and healing, advocating for resilience in the face of adversity

and striving for a peaceful future.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1: Coming Back

In the chapters titled "Coming Back," Le Ly Hayslip narrates her poignant

 life story, marked by survival, loss, and a steadfast bond to her roots in

Vietnam. 

Birth and Early Life  

Le Ly's journey begins with her dramatic entry into the world as a premature

baby, where her mother's unwavering love and resilience shine brightly. Set

against the backdrop of a rural Vietnamese village, her mother, despite being

advanced in age, defies the midwife's bleak recommendations and nurtures

Le Ly with fierce devotion. The essence of their relationship fosters a sense

of pride in her lineage, despite the neglect she experiences as a child, often

seen merely as an added burden. Such adversity shapes her resilience,

instilled by her mother’s care.

Childhood Fears and War  

Amidst moments of joy with her sister, Le Ly’s childhood innocence is

shattered by the omnipresent threat of war. The memories of air raids

resonate deeply within her; her sister’s calming songs offer solace during the

turmoil, exemplifying the theme of familial protection. As violence

escalates, her family is forced to flee, highlighting the fragility of their
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security. The cataclysm of war leads to profound loss and devastation,

underscoring the collective suffering of their community.

Village Life and Rituals  

In the midst of conflict, Le Ly delights in the rhythms of village life and the

revered rituals surrounding rice cultivation—a vital part of their existence.

She learns the importance of agricultural duties, ingrained with community

ties and familial bonds. Rituals honoring ancestors enrich their daily

experiences, reflecting a deep spiritual connection and a shared aspiration

for peace amid chaos.

Coping with Loss and War's Effects  

The relentless grip of war brings heartbreak, as friends and family fall victim

to violence. Le Ly poignantly juxtaposes themes of loss with the human

desire for hope and continuity. Communal mourning and storytelling serve

as vital cultural practices, allowing memories to flourish despite the shadow

of death, illustrating how grief can weave a shared narrative through the

tapestry of their lives.

Gender Roles and Duty  

Through the lens of her mother's teachings, Le Ly reflects on the societal
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roles imposed upon women, emphasizing the expectations of duty and

survival that eclipse individual joy. This narrative reveals the sacrifices

women like her mother and sister made amidst a patriarchal society, where

abuse and limited freedom shadow their lives, causing Le Ly to confront the

injustices faced by women during her upbringing.

The Family's Fragmentation  

As the war intensifies, Le Ly unveils the fracture within her own family. The

struggles of her sister Hai to support her child amidst conflict highlight the

trials faced by women left to shoulder familial burdens in times of chaos.

The absence of her father looms large, encapsulating the broader

implications of war that affect their survival and unity.

Loss of Innocence  

This chapter captures Le Ly's awakening to the harsh realities of life, where

war transcends mere battles and manifests as a conflict against humanity.

Each personal story within her family reflects the profound tragedy of a

community in despair, revealing the deep echoes of personal loss that

traverse beyond individual grief.

A Journey of Return  
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Le Ly concludes her narrative with contemplation on her journey back to

Vietnam, intertwining themes of identity and belonging that surface after

years of separation. As she prepares to reconnect with her past, she

emphasizes the enduring ties of hope, duty, and cultural heritage, framing

her journey against the poignant backdrop of a war-torn Vietnam—a

testament to the resilience of the human spirit amidst the trials of life. 

Together, these chapters weave a vivid tapestry of Le Ly Hayslip's

experiences, articulating the personal and collective struggles faced by those

who endured the ravages of war, while celebrating the strength of familial

bonds and cultural identity.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2: Fathers and Daughters

Summary of Chapter 2: Fathers and Daughters

This chapter delves into the intricate relationship between the narrator and

her father following her brother Bon's departure for the North, set against the

turbulent backdrop of the Vietnam War. 

The narrator paints a vivid portrait of her father as a robust and dedicated

man with a lineage of respectability. His character is defined by kindness,

humor, and an unwavering work ethic, making him beloved not only within

the family but also among the community. He embodies a balance of

discipline and gentleness, reinforcing family values with warmth and

honesty.

In contrast, the narrator’s mother serves as a more austere and pragmatic

force in their household. While her father brings levity and musical

interludes during the dark times of war, the mother's practicality grounds the

family, demonstrating the dual nature of parental roles. The father’s songs

cleverly comment on the absurdities of their situation and the broader

political turmoil, illustrating how art can provide solace amidst chaos.

Through shared moments, the father imparts valuable lessons about their

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Vietnamese heritage, including stories of female warriors, nurturing a sense

of cultural pride and strengthening their bond. This mentoring plays a

critical role in shaping the narrator’s identity as she grapples with the

complexities of her heritage.

As conflict intensifies, the impact of war seeps into their daily lives,

affecting neighbors and igniting the father’s protective instincts. The

pervasive atmosphere of uncertainty instills a sense of urgency regarding

family survival and the preservation of their legacy.

Children in the village engage in playful mimicry of battle, reflecting a stark

contrast between innocent childhood games and the grim realities embraced

by their families. This juxtaposition highlights the blurred lines between

play and the adult world of conflict, capturing the intertwining of innocence

with the harshness of war.

The chapter also delineates the narrator's evolving views on the Viet Cong

and Republican soldiers, mirroring the moral ambiguities that pervade the

conflict. As she encounters new perspectives, her growing awareness of the

political complexities surrounding her becomes evident, illustrating the

internal struggles faced by those caught in the crossfire.

In his moments of wisdom, the father emphasizes the paramount importance

of survival and the responsibilities entwined in family loyalty, encouraging
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the narrator to prioritize life and legacy above all else. This guidance

resonates throughout the chapter, encapsulating themes of resilience and

peace, and shaping the narrator’s understanding of her role amidst

turmoil—not as a soldier, but as a devoted daughter safeguarding her family

and heritage.
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Chapter 3 Summary: 3: Open Wounds

Chapter Three: Open Wounds

Setting the Scene  

Le Ly embarks on a journey back to Ho Chi Minh City, reflecting on the

profound weight of her past shaped by the Vietnam War. Accompanied by

her friend Per, she experiences a conflicting blend of nostalgia and trauma

that overwhelms her as she anticipates revisiting her homeland.

Contrasting Memories  

As Le Ly reminisces about her childhood in the village of Ky La, she paints

a vivid picture of her interactions with both American and Vietnamese

soldiers. The chaos of Saigon emerges in her memories, revealing a city that

embodies both vibrancy and devastation. This duality captures her complex

emotions toward the city, juxtaposing lively experiences with painful

recollections of destruction.

The Impact of War on the Village  

Le Ly recounts her return to Ky La amid the war's upheaval. The village
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finds itself trapped in a relentless struggle for power between government

forces and the Viet Cong. This conflict wreaks havoc on the community,

fracturing families and instilling pervasive fear among the residents, who

navigate a landscape riddled with violence.

Life as a War Child  

The narrative shifts focus to the plight of children in wartime Vietnam. Le

Ly shares her observations of the deep sorrow experienced by orphans and

the innocent victims of the war. The psychological scars are evident as

children are forced to confront brutality and loss, growing up far too quickly

in a world dominated by conflict.

Growing Tensions  

As the war escalates, tensions rise between the villagers and the soldiers. Le

Ly's interactions with both the Republican soldiers and the Viet Cong

become increasingly perilous, marked by moments of defiance and bravery

that contribute to her struggle for identity in a fractured society.

Summoned for Justice  

Amid personal crises filled with betrayal and violence, Le Ly grapples with

the repercussions of her wartime decisions. Her return home is shadowed by
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fears of punishment and accusations of treachery as the ghost of the war

continues to haunt her and her family, amplifying the weight of her past.

Confronting Traumas  

The chapter reaches its climax as Le Ly confronts her traumatic experiences,

including assaults that shattered her innocence. Despite fleeting moments of

connection with the Viet Cong and glimpses of empowerment, the shadows

of her suffering loom large, reflecting a deeper commentary on the wartime

experiences uniquely faced by women.

Conclusion  

As her flight draws closer to Ho Chi Minh City, Le Ly feels the intertwining

of her childhood memories with her adult experiences, presenting a heavy

emotional burden. The notion of returning to a "home" fraught with tension

poignantly illustrates her internal struggle between a painful past and an

uncertain future. Her anticipated arrival in a transformed Saigon promises

both hope and haunting memories, compelling her to reconsider the

complexities of reconciliation in a nation marked by division.
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Chapter 4: 4: Losing the Way

Losing the Way

April 3, 1986: Arrival at Tan Son Nhut Airport  

Le Ly Hayslip arrives back in Vietnam amidst a swirl of anxiety and

apprehension. A threatening notice taints her anticipation, as memories of

her turbulent past flood her mind. Confronted by the oppressive political

climate, she hesitates, but her longing to reunite with Anh, her childhood

love, pushes her to regain her composure.

Reflections on Childhood and Romance  

Hayslip reflects on her youth, particularly her betrothal to Tung, a boy from

a neighboring village who disappeared after joining the Viet Cong. This loss

instills in her a profound understanding of the dual nature of love and loss,

casting a pall of uncertainty over her life. Following her exile, she

encounters danger and betrayal, which leave deep emotional scars.

Life in Danang: A Struggle for Survival  

Hayslip recounts her turbulent life in Danang, where the war alienates her
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from her family and home. She grapples with loneliness and yearns for

connection, while her mother strives to provide some form of refuge amidst

worsening circumstances. Several harsh experiences shape her journey,

reinforcing the notion that survival comes at a high cost.

Mother’s Sacrifice and the Weight of War  

During a poignant reunion with her parents in Ky La, Hayslip discovers the

extent of her family’s struggles and the sacrifices made by her mother, who

becomes a vigilante in their community. As political tensions rise, family

dynamics strain under the weight of war, presenting an ongoing challenge to

their very survival.

Moving Forward: Dreams of a Better Life  

Determined to seek a brighter future, Hayslip's family relocates to Saigon,

where promises of stability contrast sharply with the scars left by conflict.

The vibrant city they once knew now feels hollow and desolate, a reflection

of the struggles they have endured.

Facing the Past and Finding Love Again  

In Saigon, as Hayslip settles into a new life working as a housekeeper for

Anh, her long-suppressed feelings resurface, awakening a deep affection.
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Their romance blossoms in secrecy, bringing both joy and conflict as

Hayslip grapples with moral dilemmas and personal obligations that

complicate her feelings.

Conclusion: Navigating Uncertainty and the Journey Ahead  

This chapter weaves Hayslip’s emotional struggles within a chaotic

landscape, illustrating the reality many Vietnamese faced at the time. Caught

in the intersection of desire and harsh reality, she walks the dark alleys of

Saigon, uncertain of what the future holds, yet resilient in her pursuit of hope

against the backdrop of war.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 5 Summary: 5: Losing Love

Summary of Chapter 5: Losing Love

Setting the Scene  

The chapter opens in Saigon, 1986, where Le Ly Hayslip navigates the

streets with a sense of purpose, determined to confront her past. During her

journey, she encounters a lost pedicab driver and decides to assist him,

leading her to a boy who reveals himself to be the son of Anh, her former

love. This chance meeting serves as a catalyst for her to delve into her

memories.

Reminiscence of Lost Love  

As Le Ly travels through the bustling streets, she reminisces about her

tumultuous relationship with Anh, which began in 1966. After a night filled

with intimacy, Anh gradually grows distant, leaving Le Ly feeling

abandoned and lonely. Despite her affection for him, she finds herself caring

for Anh's wife, Madame Lien, motivated by a sense of guilt. Complicating

matters further, Le Ly discovers she is pregnant, which intensifies her

emotional turmoil.
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Confirmation of Pregnancy  

Le Ly’s mother becomes aware of her daughter’s condition and urges her to

meet with an herbalist for an abortion. However, Le Ly feels a strong

connection to her unborn child and decides to embrace her fate. The tension

escalates when Madame Lien confronts her about the father of the child,

leading to a public altercation that strains relationships and culminates in a

fierce confrontation involving Le Ly's mother.

Banishment and Departure  

To prevent further conflict, Anh ultimately decides that Le Ly and her

mother must leave his household. He provides them with support for their

return to Da Nang, effectively closing the chapter on their shared past. As

they depart, Le Ly’s mother expresses her resentment, blaming her daughter

for their misfortunes and longing for a different future.

Reunion with Anh  

In the present-day Saigon of 1986, Le Ly encounters Anh once more, now

changed by years and life’s trials. Their past rekindles feelings between

them, but the nature of their relationship has evolved; Anh has become a

brotherly figure, shaped by their shared history and the child they created

together.
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Remembering Family  

Le Ly then reflects on her brother, Sau Ban, and their idyllic childhood

which was shattered by the encroaching realities of war. Sau Ban is

portrayed as caring and selfless, yet as the Vietnam War escalates, the family

is torn apart by the harshness of conflict.

Conclusion of Conflict  

As the war intensifies, Sau Ban’s desperate attempts to avoid conscription

ultimately fail, plunging him and the family into further turmoil. The chapter

concludes on a poignant note, with both Le Ly and her mother expressing

their fears about love, life, and the uncertain future they face against the

backdrop of Vietnam’s turbulent history. The lingering impact of their

experiences highlights both the personal and collective struggles wrought by

war.
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Chapter 6 Summary: 6: A Question of Faith

Chapter 6 Summary: A Question of Faith

In a significant gathering on April 4, 1986, at the Vietnamese National

Committee's briefing room in Saigon, expatriates convene under the

guidance of Brother Quang. He establishes essential rules for their visit to

Vietnam, particularly emphasizing the necessity of obtaining travel

permissions and the limitations on financial transactions, underscoring the

oppressive environment in post-war Vietnam.

Amid the assembly, the discussion shifts to the theme of money exchange,

provoking anxiety among attendees who plan to bring dollars to support

their families. Le Ly, the protagonist, reflects on her own choices.

Determined to maintain her integrity, she chooses to avoid the black market,

believing more honorable methods exist to aid her relatives.

As Le Ly prepares for her journey to Danang to reunite with her family, she

grapples with a swirl of excitement and apprehension. The impending visit

rekindles memories of her childhood and worries about her mother and

siblings, emphasizing the emotional stakes involved. Upon arriving at the

airport, she encounters a variety of characters, including a friendly soldier,

whose interaction brings a brief sense of comfort amid her turmoil.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


The chapter delves into Le Ly's family dynamics, particularly focusing on

her fraught relationship with her mother and the impact of the war on their

lives. Her father, portrayed as mentally troubled, roams the village in a

desperate quest for his family, illustrating the psychological scars left by the

conflict. Meanwhile, Le Ly juggles her own heartache as a mother-to-be,

reflecting on the weight of expectations and fears of inadequacy regarding

her family’s perception.

Le Ly’s struggle intensifies when she confronts a violent incident in the

streets, narrowly escaping an assault thanks to the intervention of a

helicopter, a moment that intertwines themes of peril and unexpected

salvation. This experience deepens her understanding of her father’s pain

and the necessity for reconciliation within her fractured family.

As her pregnancy progresses, Le Ly faces the arduous reality of her

circumstances, often feeling like a burden to her relatives. The chapter

vividly portrays the challenges of life in a post-war society, where survival

necessitates resilience. Le Ly finds herself engaging in small

entrepreneurship, utilizing her creativity and determination to provide for

herself and her unborn child, while slowly building a supportive network

with other women, including a fellow pregnant woman who offers her

shelter and work.
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Through her tribulations, Le Ly reflects on the contradictions shaping her

identity. She recognizes the gap between the person she imagined she would

become and the reality of her current situation. This internal conflict

highlights her growth, resilience, and the necessity for adaptability in a

world that demands strength from its survivors.

As the chapter concludes, Le Ly's preparations to meet her family resonate

with a profound mixture of apprehension and hope. Her journey culminates

in a deeply introspective understanding of faith, identity, and the enduring

bonds of family, intricately interwoven with the scars of history, trauma, and

the will to survive.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7: A Different View

Chapter Seven: A Different View

In this chapter, the narrator reflects on the significant impact of war on her

life, particularly during a time when her focus on business led her to neglect

her family, especially her younger brother, Hung. Realizing the importance

of family ties, she decides it is essential to return to her father in Ky La, not

only for reconciliation but also to explore possible business opportunities.

However, warnings of danger in the area weigh heavily on her mind.

Upon her return, the devastation is palpable. Ky La has been transformed

into a war zone, and the destruction of cultural and spiritual landmarks

leaves her feeling detached from her roots. This loss evokes profound

sorrow, compelling her to mourn not just for her home but for a culture that

appears to be withering amidst the chaos.

Reuniting with her father is bittersweet; he is frail and damaged by the

hardships of the war. Their conversation reveals painful truths about the

suffering caused by missteps during conflict, and the narrator wrestles with a

mix of anger at the injustices her father endured and the compassion that

lingers for him.
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While seeking assistance from American soldiers for her father's well-being,

the narrator encounters barriers, including disrespect from a translator,

which adds to her frustration. Observing the complex dynamics between the

villagers and the American military, she notices a rising fear, particularly in

relation to the presence of Korean soldiers, indicating the pervasive

atmosphere of mistrust and anxiety.

The village's demographics have drastically changed; countless families are

left without husbands, and children have become victims or refugees, with

the cycle of poverty and suffering deepening. The narrator, in visiting old

friends, grapples with the transformative scars of war on her community,

feeling a mix of nostalgia and mourning for what was lost.

As her father shares his wisdom, the narrator confronts her feelings of

vengeance and resentment. He encourages her to prioritize love and

compassion over animosity, applying his insights to navigate the

complexities of their shared suffering in a war-torn environment.

Tragedy strikes with her father’s death by suicide, prompting the narrator to

confront the intricate traditional burial rites interwoven with the backdrop of

ongoing conflict. Burdened by grief and newfound responsibilities, she must

lead her family through mourning rituals that honor her father while

grappling with her emotional turmoil.
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Amidst bureaucratic obstacles and the chaos of war, the family strives to

adhere to cultural traditions during her father’s funeral. Their resilience

showcases a commitment to preserving their heritage, even in the face of

tremendous loss.

Following her father’s passing, the narrator recognizes her role extends

beyond mere survival; she must nurture her family's connections and foster

love in the aftermath of grief. This realization empowers her to honor her

father’s memory through compassion and support for her son and family.

The chapter concludes with the narrator reflecting on the overarching themes

of life and death, instilled by her father's lessons. She acknowledges the

futility of war, reaffirming her commitment to live meaningfully and

compassionately in a world marked by conflict. This narrative ultimately

weaves together personal loss, cultural identity, and a resilient hope for

peace amidst chaos.
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Chapter 8: 8: Sisters and Brothers

Chapter 8: Sisters and Brothers - Summary

In "Sisters and Brothers," Le Ly Hayslip vividly portrays her emotional

return to Vietnam and her experiences in the bustling marketplace near

China Beach in Danang. This chapter marks a poignant reunion with her

family, particularly through her sister Tinh and her nephew Cu, who brings

news about her other sister, Hai. The anticipation of reconnecting with loved

ones after years abroad generates both excitement and anxiety within Le Ly.

However, her initial joy is soon overshadowed by a sense of dread as she

contemplates the lasting scars of the Vietnam War, which not only affected

her but also reshaped her family's dynamics. She grapples with the complex

emotions surrounding her American identity, as her family harbors fears of

being associated with her due to the stigma attached to her background. This

fear becomes particularly apparent during her encounter with Hai, whose

mistrust and apprehension underscore the profound impact of the conflict on

their relationship.

As Le Ly awaits a meeting with her brother, Bon Nghe, the tension mounts.

She worries that he may see her as a traitor or spy, reflecting the lingering

political divisions that continue to fracture the Vietnamese society even after
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the war's end. When Bon Nghe finally arrives, their initial interaction is

tense, filled with unspoken love and concern. He cautions her to be mindful

of their mother, who may still face consequences from their family's

turbulent history.

The chapter shifts to Le Ly's deepening fears about her mother's potential

refusal to see her, amplifying her longing for acceptance and connection.

These contemplative moments encapsulate her desperation to reunite before

time slips away, illustrating the weight of unresolved familial ties against the

backdrop of their shared trauma.

Overall, this chapter poignantly highlights the enduring ramifications of war

on personal relationships, illustrating the challenging journey towards

understanding and reconciliation among family members grappling with the

scars of their collective past.
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Chapter 9 Summary: 9: Daughters and Sons

Summary of Chapter 9: Daughters and Sons

In the wake of a devastating war, Le Ly Hayslip reflects on the profound

impact it has had on her family and village, particularly the bond she shares

with Bac Luc, her surrogate mother. The effects of the war are palpable; Bac

Luc's life has been irrevocably altered—she has lost her son, and her

subsequent injury has left her paralyzed and dependent. Despite the

overwhelming sorrow, Hayslip visits Bac Luc regularly, bringing food and

companionship, symbolizing her deep desire to nurture and support someone

who once cared for her.

As she reconnects with her biological mother, Hayslip finds herself

navigating a complex web of emotions stemming from years of separation

and trauma. Her mother embodies a mixture of pride and despair, haunted by

the legacy of loss, particularly concerning her son, Sau Ban, who was

presumed dead during the conflict. The cultural rifts and emotional struggles

between them illustrate the difficulty of reconciling their individual

experiences of suffering, yet Hayslip remains committed to strengthening

their familial ties.

During their reunion, crucial discussions unfold about the past, revealing
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Hayslip's brother, Bon Nghe, as a principled figure deeply troubled by the

family's history and future. Their conversations serve as a poignant reminder

of the importance of understanding and healing from old wounds, while

Hayslip continues to wrestle with her identity amid the significant

transformations occurring in Vietnam.

The chapter culminates in a moving moment of connection between Hayslip

and her mother, signifying a gradual reconciling of their contrasting lives

and perspectives after years apart. Ultimately, it encapsulates the enduring

themes of loss and resilience, highlighting the universal quest for familial

love and understanding in the shadow of war's scars.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10: Power on Earth

### Power on Earth

#### Decision to Leave Vietnam

Le Ly Hayslip finds herself at a pivotal moment, reflecting on her decision

to leave Vietnam. Throughout her recent experiences, particularly her close

relationship with her mother and her newborn nephew, she feels a deep

sense of familial responsibility. This bond drives her to distance herself from

risky ventures that threaten her family’s safety and stability, subtly preparing

her for an inevitable departure from her homeland.

#### Challenges of Departure

As Le Ly contemplates her exit, she confronts the stark limitations of her

options. With the backdrop of Vietnam's social upheaval, she faces a

difficult choice: further her education abroad, enter a marriage with an

American for security, or navigate the predatory landscape that often

ensnares vulnerable Vietnamese women seeking a better life. The weight of

these decisions looms heavily over her, filled with the personal sacrifices

and heartache typical of those caught in war-torn circumstances.

#### Financial Struggles and Sacrifice

Struggling financially and with her family relying on her diminishing
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income, Le Ly feels the dire pressure of survival. This pressure leads her to

interactions with American GIs, culminating in an unexpected and

distressing proposition from Big Mike, a familiar military police officer. He

offers her money for sexual services, presenting a solution that is both

tempting and morally challenging.

#### Crisis of Conscience

The substantial financial incentive weighs heavily on Le Ly's conscience. As

she wrestles with the decision of compromising her values, the dire

circumstances of her family push her toward an emotional crisis. Initially

resistant, the looming threat of homelessness forces her to confront her

desperation head-on.

#### The Transaction

Eventually, Le Ly succumbs to the proposal, grappling with the emotional

aftermath of her choice. Following the encounter, she is engulfed by shame

yet feels a measure of relief as the funds provide for her family’s immediate

needs, leading her to carry the burden of her actions in silence.

#### Returning Home

Upon her return home, Le Ly constructs a narrative of financial success to

shield her mother from the painful truth of her choices. As family dynamics

shift, she builds relationships with American soldiers but consciously

chooses not to engage in prostitution, seeking an alternative path forward.
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#### A New Opportunity

Through her networking efforts, Le Ly encounters an American named

Steve, who offers her a legitimate job opportunity in a hospital. This

moment marks a significant transition from her previous life in the black

market, symbolizing her desire for stability and a more respectable

existence.

#### Reflection on Choices

As she reestablishes connections with her family, Le Ly reflects on the

myriad of choices she has faced and the sacrifices required for her survival.

Her journey provides her with a nuanced understanding of the complex

interplay between war, cultural identity, and the differing realities of life in

Vietnam and America.

#### Meeting with Officials

Later, Le Ly is invited to discuss her perspectives as a Vietnamese-American

with Communist officials. This meeting highlights the ongoing struggles

within Vietnam and the urgent need for dialogue to create a bridge between

divided viewpoints, emphasizing the importance of understanding and

empathy in the face of conflict.

#### Final Thoughts

Through her personal stories and the insights gained from conversations, Le
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Ly comes to appreciate the significance of sharing experiences. This

openness is vital not only for her family’s healing but also for the broader

Vietnamese community's future. She recognizes her potential role in

advocating for change and facilitating understanding amidst the

ever-evolving landscape of her homeland.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb


Chapter 11 Summary: 11: Almost in Paradise

In Chapter Eleven, titled "Almost in Paradise," Le Ly starts a new chapter in

 her life by taking a job at a hospital in Danang, a stark departure from her

previous, tumultuous experiences working in the black market and as a

housekeeper. The hospital setting offers her a sense of relief, characterized

by kind and professional staff, contrasting sharply with her earlier

interactions. However, this newfound comfort is complicated by the

unwelcome advances of an administrator known as Sergeant Octopus, who

makes her uncomfortable. Fortunately, she finds an ally in Greg, an

American technician referred to as Red, who notices her distress and offers

his support.

After being reassigned to the radiology lab, Le Ly begins to appreciate the

safety and comfort of her new role. Although she initially views Red with

indifference, she slowly begins to perceive him differently due to his

respectful and kind demeanor, which stands in stark contrast to the behavior

of the men she has known. Their relationship takes an awkward turn when

she unexpectedly visits Red's home and finds him in a compromising

situation with rowdy friends. However, Red reassures her of his genuine

care, deepening their connection.

As their relationship blossoms, Le Ly feels the pressure to conform to an

idealized image of American femininity, which leads her to consider
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becoming a dancer in a nightclub. This choice poses a moral dilemma for

her, as it conflicts with her values, yet the allure of financial independence is

enticing. 

Through a day filled with realizations about her worth and the complexities

of her relationship with Red, Le Ly rejects the idea of compromising her

principles and ultimately chooses to step away from the nightlife scene. This

decision forces her to confront her identity, caught between her Vietnamese

roots and her desire to embrace American culture.

The chapter concludes with a reflective excursion through familiar

landscapes with Anh, invoking memories of her past life in Vietnam and the

lasting scars of war. Le Ly grapples with these memories while nurturing

hopes for a peaceful future, unburdened by the echoes of conflict that once

shaped her life. This journey reveals her inner conflict and her quest for

self-identity amidst the complexities of cultural duality.
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Chapter 12: 12: Finding a Family

### Finding a Family: Chapter 12 Summary

In Chapter 12 of Le Ly Hayslip's memoir, the author embarks on a poignant

journey back to her native Vietnam, exploring themes of loss, the lingering

effects of war, and the deep human desire for connection and family.

Journey to the Past  

Hayslip's expedition begins on Highway 540 as she visits the house of

Nguyen Van Troi, a Viet Cong hero symbolizing the conflicting legacies of

the Vietnam War. As she navigates through the remnants of a war-torn

society—graveyards, orphanages, and crumbling clinics—Hayslip grapples

with her discomfort over the glorification of figures like Troi. Her driver,

Tuan, shares her disillusionment, indicating that these memorial sites are

primarily tourist attractions, reflecting a deeper, shared ambivalence among

those who lived through the conflict.

A Gesture of Kindness  

During the trip, Hayslip’s spontaneous decision to treat her companions to a

meal at a local eatery shifts the mood, fostering camaraderie among them.
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This act of generosity opens channels for storytelling, allowing each person

to share their post-war experiences, creating a familial bond despite their

diverse backgrounds.

Struggles for Independence  

Transitioning from her tumultuous relationship with Red, Hayslip seeks

stability and secures a job as a waitress in a casino. Unfortunately, she

encounters harassment from Korean soldiers, who misinterpret her friendly

demeanor. Amidst this backdrop, she meets Jim, an Amerasian contractor

whose initially supportive presence offers her a glimmer of hope.

Complicated Relationships  

While Hayslip and Jim's relationship brings warmth and affection, especially

toward her son Hung, it quickly deteriorates due to Jim's struggle with

alcoholism. His violent outbursts culminate in a near-fatal encounter,

prompting Hayslip to involve military police for her safety. The ensuing

deportation of Jim leaves her feeling abandoned, deepening her

disappointment in love.

Reunion with Family  

Years later, Hayslip's journey culminates in a heartfelt reunion with her
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brother, Bon Nghe, in 1986. Their meeting, while scripted and formal,

reveals the muted expressions of love shaped by past traumas. As they

exchange stories of their lives, Hayslip feels the enduring bonds of family

and acceptance, despite the years of separation.

Reaffirmation of Values  

Through these conversations, Hayslip gains insights into her mother’s

sacrifices and the wisdom she imparted. Her mother’s teachings about love,

responsibility, and compassion resonate with Hayslip, providing her a sense

of purpose and belonging that helps her navigate the complexities of her

past.

New Beginnings  

As the chapter draws to a close, Hayslip articulates her aspirations to forge a

better future for her family. Recognizing the progress made individually and

collectively, she envisions a life rich in dreams and aspirations, firmly rooted

in her relationships and heritage. This renewed hope signifies not only a

personal revival but also a commitment to build a life steeped in love and

connectedness.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13: Finding Peace

### Finding Peace

#### Morning of Departure  

Le Ly Hayslip awakens at The Pacific Hotel in Danang, feeling a chill as she

realizes she has fallen asleep fully dressed and without covers. Panic sets in

when she discovers her mother, affectionately known as Mama Du, is

missing. In a hurried search, she finds her mother resting uncomfortably on

the floor, having chosen it over the bed. As they prepare for breakfast, Le Ly

grapples with the bittersweet emotions of reunion, knowing she must soon

depart for Saigon. This moment encapsulates the duality of joy and sorrow

— happiness intertwined with the inevitable pain of separation.

#### Reflecting on Relationships  

As Le Ly reflects on her familial relationships, she recalls the complicated

dynamics with her estranged sister, Ba. Her time with Anh and his friends

brings back feelings of resentment and unresolved conflicts, reminding her

of past grievances. Despite the emotional heaviness, she gradually discovers

fleeting moments of tranquility through the connections she shares with

family, hinting at the potential for healing.

#### New Beginnings  
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Le Ly navigates the intricacies of her relationships while confronting the

traumas of her past and yearning for a brighter future. Her interactions with

American GIs starkly contrast her old life with her evolving identity. These

encounters empower her resolve to seek inner peace, as she acknowledges

that her life experiences have forged a resilient spirit within her.

#### Unexpected Encounters  

Amid her struggles with the complexities of American bureaucracy and the

weight of her situation, Le Ly begins to understand the intricate nature of

love and companionship. Her relationship with Ed, a compassionate older

American, introduces the potential for new beginnings, even as she struggles

with her reluctance to release the pain of her past.

#### Farewell Dinner  

As evening draws near, Le Ly prepares for a farewell dinner at Tinh’s house,

excited for a final gathering with family. A moment of tension arises when

her mother feels uneasy, but the unexpected arrival of Ba — her sister —

transforms the atmosphere. This surprise symbolizes a significant turning

point, showcasing the family's desire for forgiveness and unity. 

#### Conclusion  

The chapter closes on a hopeful note as Le Ly's family comes together,

emphasizing the strength of familial bonds and the journey toward healing

old wounds. She recognizes that true peace emerges through the act of
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forgiveness, personal growth, and the courage to repair fractured

relationships, offering a poignant reminder that even amidst pain, renewal is

possible.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14: Letting Go

Chapter 14 Summary: Letting Go

Family Reunion at Tinh’s House  

On April 10, 1986, Le Ly Hayslip gathers with her family for a poignant

dinner at Tinh's house, which may be her final meal in Vietnam. The

atmosphere is festive yet laden with unspoken tensions, particularly between

Ba, a determined family member, and Bon Nghe, a representative of the

Communist regime. Their exchanges unveil underlying conflicts rooted both

in familial dynamics and ideological beliefs stemming from the war. Despite

these disagreements, moments of reconciliation suggest a yearning for unity

amidst their differences.

The Complexity of Broader Relationships  

During the dinner, discussions veer towards past grievances regarding

government shortcomings and personal disputes, prompting Le Ly to reflect

on the broader ideological divides between communism and capitalism. She

articulates a vision of humanity that transcends political labels, advocating

for forgiveness and understanding as antidotes to entrenched

resentment—underscoring that pain can teach valuable lessons about
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connection.

Reflections on Marriage Decisions  

As Le Ly considers her future with Ed, an older American man, she

confronts the cultural expectations surrounding marriage and personal

aspirations. Memories of her previous relationships in Vietnam surface,

revealing the tension between societal duty and romantic love. This

contemplation deepens her understanding of her desires, fears, and the

societal pressures that shape her decisions, illuminating the often complex

fabric of human relationships.

Navigating Bureaucracy and Emigration  

As she prepares to emigrate to America, Le Ly faces the daunting task of

navigating Vietnam's bureaucratic maze, notorious for its corruption.

Despite the challenges and the pressure of extortion she encounters, her

determination to secure the necessary paperwork for herself and her son,

Jimmy, showcases the resilience of immigrants battling systemic obstacles

to forge a new life.

Bittersweet Departure  

With the departure date looming, Le Ly is hit with a wave of emotional
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turmoil as she contemplates leaving behind her family and home. Her

mother’s mixed emotions—concern for her well-being and

love—underscore this significant transition between cherished connections

and hopeful aspirations for the future. In a heartfelt farewell, Le Ly

embraces the love, pain, and the bittersweet nature of leaving her roots

behind.

Final Reflections on Growth and Change  

As she boards the plane, Le Ly is enveloped in a blend of melancholy and

excitement, acutely aware of the transformations within herself and her

homeland. The flight symbolizes her journey towards a new chapter,

encapsulating both the lessons learned from her past and the uncertainties

that await. Embracing the complexities of love and forgiveness, she

acknowledges that growth often comes from navigating the intricate tapestry

of human experiences and cultural exchanges, underscoring the universal

quest for belonging and understanding across borders.
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