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When Zachary Beaver Came To Town Summary
A summer of friendship and self-discovery in asmall Texas town.
Written by New Y ork Central Park Page Turners Books Club
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About the book

*When Zachary Beaver Came to Town* unfoldsin asmall Texas town
during the summer of 1971, a period marked by significant cultural shifts
and social change. The story centers around 13-year-old Toby and his best
friend Cal, who are on the cusp of adolescence, grappling with the

challenges of growing up in aclose-knit community.

The arrival of Zachary Beaver—a remarkable 600-pound boy who performs
in atraveling sideshow—shakes up the monotony of their summer days.
Zachary, labeled as a"freak" by some townspeople, becomes an emblem of
both fascination and fear. As Toby and Cal form an unlikely friendship with
him, they are drawn into aworld that forces them to confront their own

insecurities and societal prejudices.

Through their interactions with Zachary, the boys learn valuable lessons
about acceptance, kindness, and the quest for belonging. Zachary's presence
serves as a catalyst for Toby, who struggles with feelings of isolation,
particularly as he deals with his family'sissues, including his mother's
absence and his father's emotional turmoil. The boys' experiences with
Zachary challenge them to rethink their perceptions of normalcy and
friendship.

As the summer progresses, the friendship between Toby, Cal, and Zachary
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deepens, intertwining their livesin ways they never anticipated. They find
camaraderie in their struggles, discovering that everyone—regardless of size
or difference—craves connection and understanding. Thisjourney leads
them to significant self-discovery, helping Toby and Cal navigate the

complexities of their own identities and relationships with others.

Ultimately, *When Zachary Beaver Came to Town* is more than just a story
about a boy of extraordinary size; it is about the power of friendship, the
courage to embrace differences, and the universal longing to belongin a
world that often judges us based on superficial traits. Through their summer
adventures, Toby and Cal learn that true acceptance transcends appearances

and that every individual has a unique story worth telling.
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About the author

In the chapters of Kimberly Willis Holt's works, themes of identity,
belonging, and the complexities of childhood shine through, often set against
varied backdrops that echo her own experiences. For instance, in *\When
Zachary Beaver Came to Town*, readers are introduced to a small Texas
town that comes alive through the eyes of two young boys, Toby and his
friend, who find themselves grappling with issues of friendship, loneliness,
and the bittersweet nature of growing up when a mysterious sideshow

performer, Zachary Beaver, arrives.

Zachary, a hefty boy with a compelling story of hisown, serves as a catalyst
for change in the boys ' lives. His presence forces Toby and hisfriend to
confront their own insecurities and hopes, exploring themes like acceptance
and understanding beyond appearances. Julie, a character who symbolizes
the complexities of young love, also plays apivotal role, as her evolving

relationship with Toby brings forth both challenges and growth.

Asthe story unfolds, the boys' adventures with Zachary reveal the dynamics
of their small town with its unigue characters, such as the skeptical adults
who struggle to comprehend Zachary's place in their lives. Holt uses these
interactions to delve deep into the hearts and minds of her characters,
inviting readersto reflect on their own experiences of fear, empathy, and the

transition from childhood to adolescence.
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In another notable work, * My Louisiana Sky*, set against the vibrant
backdrop of Louisiana, Holt captures the essence of family ties and the
weight of expectations. The protagonist, ayoung girl named Tillie, navigates
the complexities of her life with her mentally challenged parents, which not
only shapes her perspective on family but also instills in her a sense of
responsibility and compassion. Throughout her journey, Tillie'sgrowthis
marked by her struggles to balance her dreams of leaving the small town

with her deep-rooted love for her family.

Holt's ability to weave together rich narratives filled with relatable
characters and poignant lessons on life' s challenges resonates deeply with
her young readers, drawing from her own rich background as aformer Navy
brat. This personal history informs the fluidity and authenticity in her
storytelling, as her characters wrestle with change, much like she did in her

own upbringing, moving frequently and adapting to diverse environments.

Overadll, Holt’ s works celebrate childhood while also exploring profound
themes of resilience, friendship, and self-discovery, making her astaplein
children’ s literature and a beloved author for young readers and their

families.
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Chapter 1 Summary:

Chapter One: A New Arrival in Antler

In the dleepy town of Antler, Texas, monotony reigns until aremarkable
event stirs the residents: the arrival of an old blue Thunderbird towing a
trailer adorned with festive Christmas lights. This eccentric vehicle promotes
the spectacle of the “fattest boy in the world,” captivating the townsfolk and
drawing a crowd eager to witness what promises to be an extraordinary

sight.

The story unfolds through the eyes of Toby, alocal teenager, who is
spending time with hisfriend Cal and other familiar faces, including Miss
Myrtie Mae— the town historian. Ever the observer, Miss Myrtie Mae
documents the occasion with her camera, while also keeping an eye on
Toby’s mother, who is preoccupied preparing for a singing contest inspired
by her idol, the legendary Tammy Wynette.

Despite feeling neglected as his mother focuses on her ambitions, Toby's
curiosity overcomes his hunger. Initially indifferent to the spectacle of the
“fattest boy," he begrudgingly agreesto wait in line for just a bit longer,
influenced by Cal's enthusiasm for the gossip surrounding the event. Cal

believes this might be arare experience for their small town.
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The atmosphere brims with excitement as residents gather, some pretending
to be aloof while clearly intrigued. Among the attendees is Scarlett Stalling,
acharismatic girl who captivates Toby when she asks him to ook after her
younger sister, Tara, while she prepares for her date with Juan— the school’s
standout Mexican boy. Feeling a blend of longing and insecurity, Toby
grapples with his admiration for Scarlett, despite Juan’ s confident presence

overshadowing him.

Taras lively antics and outspoken nature serve as areminder of the
awkwardness and trials of adolescence, juxtaposing Toby's budding feelings
with the reality of youth. Asthetrio waitsin line, the narrative unfolds with
themes of teenage crushes, the charm of small-town life, and the innocence
that comes with growing up. This chapter lays the groundwork for upcoming
adventures and highlights the significance of unexpected happenings that

disrupt the tranquility of their close-knit community.
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Chapter 2 Summary:

In Chapter Two, the small town of Antler is ablaze under the summer sun,
and Wylie Womack’ s snow cone stand becomes a vibrant hub for local kids.

Wylieisjoined by his best friend, Cal, and Cal’ s younger sister, Tara, asthey
eagerly await the arrival of Zachary Beaver, famoudly known as the world’'s
fattest boy, who is making a special visit to their town. This event stirs a

pal pable excitement among the children, highlighting their youthful

curiosity.

Asthey walk towards Zachary’ strailer, the sheriff, Levi Fetterman, makes
an appearance with hisloyal dog, Duke. Known for his compassion,
especialy towards stray animals, Levi adds a comforting presence to the

narrative.

Once they reach the trailer, an intoxicating mix of anticipation and
awkwardnessfillsthe air. Tara's enthusiastic anticipation sharply contrasts
with Wylie’ s more conflicted feelings; he is torn between supporting the
excited younger sibling and managing his own desire to impress the older
girl, Scarlett, who is also nearby. Cal playfully jests about Zachary’s size,
eliciting giggles from Tara, yet this joke underscores the innocence of

childhood humor.

Inside the trailer, the atmosphere shifts as the kids encounter Zachary. Heis
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depicted as an immense, quiet presence, engrossed in a game show, the
sterile confines of the trailer hinting at alife filled with isolation. Despite
their curiosity, the kids' inquiries come off as naive and awkward,
emphasizing the complex dynamics at play. Zachary, viewed almost like a
sideshow attraction, seems indifferent to their enthusiasm, deepening the

sense of discomfort.

The situation escalates when Tara, overwhelmed by a bizarre mix of fear and
excitement, experiences an embarrassing accident. Thisincident horrifies
Zachary and sends Wylie into aflurry of panic as he rushes Tara out, adding
tension to the moment. Their hasty exit leads them to cross paths with Juan
and Scarlett, amplifying Wylie's embarrassment and heightening his anxiety

about fitting in.

Through this chapter, themes of childhood innocence and social dynamics
are explored, vividly portraying the delicate balance between fascination and
discomfort. Wylie' sinternal struggle to balance his protective instincts
toward Tarawith his yearning to impress peers like Scarlett resonates with

readers, reflecting universal experiences of adolescence.
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Chapter 3 Summary:

##H# Summary of Chapter Three: Seeing Scarlett and Juan Together

In this chapter, the narrator paints avivid picture of lifein Antler, Texas, a
small town grappling with decline. As he navigates the familiar but fading
landscape of vacant stores and foreclosed farms, he feels a bittersweet mix
of longing and envy upon witnessing his crush, Scarlett, with another boy,
Juan. The day begins at the Dairy Maid, where the absence of hisfriend Cal
intensifies the narrator's feelings of isolation. He reflects on the shrinking
community around him, overshadowed by the beauty of Palo Duro Canyon,

yet weighed down by economic hardship.

Contrasting his family's modest lifestyle with Cal's crowded household
situation, the narrator shares a glimpse into hishome life. Helivesin a
hand-me-down house with his father, who juggles a job at the post office
with raising fishing worms. This dynamic emphasizes themes of family,
longing, and the bittersweet innocence of youth, particularly as the narrator
grapples with his mother's recent departure to pursue her dreams—Ileaving
him and his father to adapt to an awkward new normal marked by silent

dinners.

A rare moment of connection occurs during dinner as the narrator and his
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dad collaborate on preparing a salad, highlighting their everyday struggles.
Y et, despite this brief interlude of companionship, feelings of isolation
weigh heavily upon him. Seeking solace, he rides to Gossimer Lake, only to
be confronted by the painful sight of Scarlett and Juan together—a reminder

of his heartache and unfulfilled desires.

As the chapter concludes, the narrator’ s thoughts linger on the ordinary yet
poignant details of lifein Antler, encapsulating his feelings of longing and
uncertainty. He yearns for excitement, feeling overshadowed by the image of
the girl he dreams of, contentedly interacting with someone else, degpening

his sense of isolation in atown that seems to shrink around him.
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Chapter 4:

Chapter Four Summary

The sun rises on a Saturday morning, drawing Toby from sleep as he hears
the enthusiastic calls of Cal, who burstsinto action at the crack of dawn like
an eager alarm clock. Cal's boundless energy pulls Toby into the bustling
routines of their family’ s cotton farm, which isfilled with toil and
camaraderie. Despite Toby’s mother voicing concerns that Cal's dad may
overwork his children, the weekend off brings a sense of freedom, and Toby

findsjoy in the simplicity of their shared childhood.

As Toby prepares for the day, the lively chaos of Cal's household unfolds
around him. A lighthearted moment arises when Cal’ s sister, Kate,
hilarioudly fails at parallel parking, showcasing the warmth and humor that
characterize their friendship. The boys share playful banter, solidifying their
bond as they race their bikes down Ivy Street, deftly avoiding cracksin the
pavement—a metaphor for navigating the ups and downs of early

adolescence.
Thelir chatter soon turns to speculation about Zachary Beaver, a boy known

for his exceptional size and mysterious lifestyle. This discussion unearths

their childhood fears and experiences with bullying, encapsulating the mix
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of curiosity and unease that often accompanies growth. This moment reveals
a deeper concern about acceptance and the cliques that define their social

landscape.
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Chapter 5 Summary:

Chapter 5 Summary

In Chapter 5 of "When Zachary Beaver Came to Town," Toby and his friend
Cal embark on a quest to uncover the truth behind the rumors surrounding
Zachary Beaver, who is said to be the fattest boy in the world. Their journey
takes them to the local library, a place steeped in nostalgiafor Toby, who
fondly remembers previous visits with his mother. At the library, they
encounter Miss Myrtie Mag, the librarian, who, sensing their curiosity about
Zachary, hands them the Guinness Book of World Records. She hints at the
widespread interest in Zachary, emphasizing the community’ s tendency to

scrutinize those who are different.

As Toby and Cal sift through the book, they learn that the heaviest recorded
man weighed 739 pounds, which casts doubt on Zachary's claim of weighing
643 pounds. Miss Myrtie Mae then challenges the boys to reconsider their
assumptions, urging them to allow Zachary to define his own identity rather
than letting societal labels dictate it. This interaction introduces significant
themes of acceptance, the impact of judgment, and the importance of

understanding others beyond surface appearances.

Following their library expedition, Toby shares arare moment of connection
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with hisfather, Otto, over lunch at the Bowl-a-Rama Café. The café buzzes
with chatter as locals discuss various topics, including Lee Trevino's recent
golf victory. However, the conversation soon shiftsto Zachary, where aloca
woman, Earline, voices her unfounded negative opinions about him,

showcasing the town's inclination to judge outsiders.

L ater, feeling amix of curiosity and empathy, Cal |eaves a half-eaten snow
cone at Zachary's trailer as a gesture of goodwill. To their surprise, a hand
reaches out from the shadows to retrieve the cup, confirming that Zachary is
indeed present. This moment adds a layer of intrigue to Zachary’ s character,

hinting at his existence beyond the gossip.

The chapter concludes with a humorous and chaotic twist as Toby's
neighbor, Kate, celebrates passing her driving test. Her excitement
culminatesin acomica mishap involving her car and the mailbox,
lightening the mood and illustrating the innocence and unpredictability of

youth.

Throughout this chapter, readers witness the exploration of themes such as
curiosity, the search for identity, the harshness of community judgment, and
the carefree spirit of adolescence, all woven into the fabric of small-town

life.
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Chapter 6 Summary:

Chapter 6 Summary

In this chapter, Toby and his friend Cal find themselves perched on the roof
of the Bowl-a-Rama, observing their small town of Antler while awaiting
their mission to deliver suppliesto Zachary Beaver, a boy who has become
an object of fascination for the duo. It' s been three days since Paulie
Rankin’s visit, and the boys suspect that Zachary, who livesalonein a
trailer, might be running low on essentials. Their makeshift food delivery
consists of fresh vegetables from Toby’ s dad’ s garden and various snacks
gathered by Cal.

Asthey pass the time, the boys engage in lighthearted banter, touching upon
local lore, particularly the story of Miss Myrtie Mae. Known in the town for
her bittersweet love life, Miss Myrtie Mae was once set to marry alawyer
who left her just before the wedding, illustrating the painful complexities of
romance and loss. This anecdote deepens their understanding of love and
relationships, showing how personal histories shape the community's

character.

Their conversation takes a more serious turn when Cal mentions receiving a

letter from his older brother Wayne, who is currently serving overseas. In a
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heartfelt moment, the letter creates a bridge of connection between the boys,
yet also introduces a layer of worry as they contemplate the dangers Wayne
facesin awar zone. This shift in tone serves as a poignant reminder of their

carefree childhood days now overshadowed by the realities of adulthood.

The boys' anxiety grows when Cal jokingly suggests that Zachary might be
dead, aremark that leaves Toby feeling unnerved. However, their wait is
soon interrupted when the door to Zachary’ strailer creaks open, revealing
himin al hisimposing size. Toby and Cal’sinitial shock at Zachary's
massive figure quickly transforms to a sense of empathy, as Toby reflects on
his own feelings of awkwardness during childhood when grappling with

growth and self-acceptance.

With the food delivery mission successfully completed, their attention turns
to leaving. Toby notices Cal has accidentally dropped Wayne's letter.
Seizing the moment, he slips it into his pocket, cherishing the connection it

represents to his friend while planning to return it later.

Overadll, this chapter weaves together themes of friendship, the innocence of
youth, and the bittersweet nature of love and loss, all set against the richly
depicted backdrop of asmall town filled with distinctive characters and deep

emotional undercurrents.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 7 Summary:

In Chapter Seven of "When Zachary Beaver Came to Town," Toby and his
friend Cal are increasingly concerned about Zachary Beaver, areclusive
sideshow performer, especially after the departure of Paulie Rankin, his
former caretaker and a captivating figure in their small town. The boys drop
off groceries at Zachary'strailer and find themselves imagining wild tales of
Paulie's past in the circus, filling the silence with their curiosity and

speculation.

Their moment of camaraderie is shattered when Mason, Malcolm's younger
brother, and his friends show up, mercilessly teasing Zachary and causing a
ruckus at his home. Protecting Zachary becomes paramount for Toby and
Cal, who retaliate by throwing rocks—a decision that escalates into chaos
when they accidentally shatter awindow. Regretting their impulsive actions,

Toby isleft with agrowing sense of guilt asthey flee the scene.

The following day, Sheriff Levi Fetterman visits Toby, concerned about
Zachary's well-being and loneliness. He believes that teenagers like Toby
and Cal could help approach Zachary without intimidation. This propels the

boys into a new mission: to check on Zachary and make sure he's safe.

Upon visiting him, Toby and Cal display nervousness but bravely enter

Zachary'strailer. Inside, Toby quickly notices Zachary'sinjuries and the
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unease in the air, prompting concern from the sheriff about Zachary'sliving
conditions. Zachary's grumpy and dismissive demeanor frustrates Toby,
revealing atough exterior that likely hides deeper struggles. Thisvisit
uncovers hints about Zachary's difficult past and potential plansfor his
future in the sideshow business, suggesting he might have aspirations

despite his current circumstances.

As the chapter concludes, Toby begins to sense that there is more to Zachary
than meets the eye, laying the groundwork for further exploration of his
character. Key themes emerge, such as the intricacies of friendship, the
challenges of feeling marginalized, and the stark realities of life asillustrated
through Zachary's experiences. Throughout this chapter, the boys learn
important lessons about loyalty, empathy, and the responsibilities that

accompany their journey into adulthood.
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Chapter 8:

In Chapter Eight, titled "She Didn’t Win," Toby grapples with mixed
emotions upon hearing that his mother has only placed as arunner-up in a
singing competition. While he feels disappointed for her, there's aflicker of
relief at the thought of her returning home soon. Thisrelief, however, is
short-lived when his father mentions that a talent manager has taken notice
of her, casting doubt on when she might actually come back. This news
dredges up memories of past conflicts within their family, particularly an

intense argument that still affects their household's atmosphere.

Despite hisinitial urge to reach out to his mother, Toby convinces himself
that she must be returning soon since she left behind her guitar and pearl
necklace—items that signify her intention to stay away longer. This leads
him to daydream about a future where he becomes her manager, filling him

with excitement and hope.

Later in the day, following a nap, Toby finds solace by the lake, reminiscing
about happier memories with his mom. It is here that he encounters Scarlett,
agirl he hasfeelings for. Scarlett shares a recent disappointment involving a
boy named Juan who canceled plans with her, fostering a connection
between them based on shared heartache. Their conversation naturally
evolves into a spontaneous dance, where Toby experiences a mix of

nervousness and joy. This sweet moment culminates in abrief but thrilling
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kiss on his cheek from Scarlett as they are interrupted by pesky mosquitoes.

As herides home, a sense of eation washes over him; he reflects on how
Antler, despite itsimperfections, feels like the right place for

him—especially moments like this.
Key Events:

- Toby discovers his mother’ s runner-up status and the potential for arecord
deal, leading to uncertainty.

- The chapter explores Toby's reflections on familial conflicts, revealing
emotional depth.

- A turning point occurs when Toby and Scarlett share an intimate dance,

culminating in akiss.

Character Developments:

- Toby demonstrates maturity in his feelings towards his mother, embracing
hope for their future.

- His connection with Scarlett deepens as they confide in each other,

revealing vulnerabilities.

Themes:
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- The tension between family responsibilities and personal aspirations.
- The innocent thrill of first love and emotional connection.
- Resilience in navigating disappointment and cherishing fleeting joyful

moments.

Overall, this chapter adeptly weaves together the themes of family

dvnamics. personal asnirations. and the tenderness of vouna love. as Tobv
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Chapter 9 Summary:

Chapter Nine Summary - " When Zachary Beaver Came To Town"

In Chapter Nine, Toby eagerly anticipates hisfirst real job mowing the
Pruitts' yard, atask that symbolizes his transition into adulthood and
responsibility. Upon waking, he notices his father in a disheveled state,
hinting at deeper family struggles that he has been reluctant to confront.

As Toby interacts with his neighbors, particularly the well-meaning but
intrusive Mrs. McKnight, he grapples with the absence of his mother. This
leads him to fabricate a story about her well-being, illustrating the

discomfort he feels regarding his family's situation.

Arriving at the Pruitts, Toby meets the eccentric Miss Myrtie Mae and her
husband, the Judge. An amusing misunderstanding arises when the Judge
mistakes Toby for a delinquent, creating a mix of humor and tension.
Despite hisinitial anxiety, Toby startsto enjoy the work as he maneuvers the
lawn mower in various patterns, although his mind drifts to thoughts of

Scarlett, the girl he likes, and the limited time he has to spend with her.

The atmosphere lightens when Miss Myrtie Mae offers Toby treats, but the
day takes aturn as the Sheriff stops by seeking worms for fishing. Their
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conversation touches upon Zachary Beaver’ s uncertain future—Zachary
being a unique and somewhat tragic figure in town—jprovoking mixed
feelingsin Toby. Although he doesn’'t have afavorable opinion of Zachary,
he cannot help but feel pity for him.

After along day, Toby completes the mowing task. Miss Myrtie Mae
provides forthright feedback on his work while showing her generous side
by giving him a German chocolate cake to bring to Zachary, reflecting the

community spirit and care present in their town.

On hisway home, Toby's thoughts are consumed by the pressure of his
responsibilities juxtaposed with his desire to pursue arelationship with
Scarlett. Just as he feels he might escape the weight of duty, the Judge's

voice reminds him of the expectations that bind him.

This chapter deftly explores themes of responsibility, the complexities of
growing up, and the significance of community connections. Toby's journey
reflects his struggle to balance familial obligations with personal desires

amidst the evolving dynamics of adolescence and friendship.
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Chapter 10 Summary:

In Chapter 10 of "When Zachary Beaver Came to Town," Toby returns home

utterly exhausted after a day that leaves him emotionally drained. After a
refreshing shower and some grooming, he decides to surprise Scarlett with a
carefully hidden German chocolate cake, a gesture fueled by his burgeoning

crush on her.

Hisvisit to Scarlett’s home isfilled with amix of excitement and
nervousness. The atmosphere islively yet quirky, reflecting Scarlett’s
vibrant personality. As she flips through a magazine, she shares her dreams
of becoming a model or an international stewardess, ambitions that resonate
with Toby but also make him feel awkward. He is entranced by her charm,
yet hisinability to openly express his feelings resultsin a comical moment

characterized by sweaty palms.

Scarlett’shome is cluttered yet vibrant, areflection of her childhood and the
rich tapestry of memoriesit holds. When she asks Toby to retrieve her radio,
he inadvertently sprays her perfume while exploring, leading to a humorous
encounter with her younger sister, Tara. Their playful yet fiercely loya
sibling dynamic injects further chaos into the scene, showcasing the

Innocence and bonds of childhood.

The chapter takes a more serious tone when Scarlett receives a phone call
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from Juan, her previous love interest. The abruptness of their conversation,
coupled with Scarlett’ s emotional reaction, suggests lingering feelings that
weigh heavily on both her and Toby. In an effort to comfort her, Toby finds
himself overshadowed by the complexities of Scarlett’s past relationship,

heightening his sense of helplessness.

Ultimately, amid the swirling emotions between Scarlett and Juan, Toby
makes the difficult decision to step back. He agrees to accompany Tarato
see Zachary Beaver, feeling like an outsider in the narrative of the girl he
admires. This chapter poignantly explores themes of adolescent crushes,
self-discovery, and the unpredictable nature of young love, al while
maintaining arelatable and lighthearted tone. Through Toby’s experiences,
we witness the bittersweet essence of youth, filled with dreams,

complexities, and heartache.
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Chapter 11 Summary:

Chapter Summary: The Foil and the Cake

This chapter opens with a humorous yet tense interaction between Toby and
Tara, revolving around a missing piece of aluminum foil from a German
chocolate cake. Tara's playful attempt to justify her use of the foil asa
fashion statement—the creation of a bracelet—sparks annoyance in Toby,
who is already on edge. The situation escalates when Toby decides to

confront Zachary Beaver, only to find him absent from his trailer.

Just when the mood seems bleak, Cal unexpectedly arrives at Zachary's
home, |eading to a chaotic and amusing scene where Tara, overwhelmed by
Zachary's playful antics of puffing out his cheeks, reactsin fear. This
comedic relief is complemented by their shared enjoyment of a cake sent by

Miss Myrtie Mage, adding a touch of warmth to the gathering.

However, the atmosphere soon shifts. Cal's probing questions about
Zachary's mother introduce an element of discomfort, revealing Zachary's
defensive nature. His struggles with loneliness and the impact of his home
life become evident as he shuts down the conversation about his family,
showcasing how deeply personal experiences can shape one's interactions

and emotional responses.
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After the visit, Toby's reflections on the day lead him to confront his own
family dynamics. Upon receiving a letter from his mother, he grapples with
feelings of neglect and anger, resonating with themes of abandonment. This
letter highlights her emotional struggles and their strained relationship,
culminating in Toby tearing it up in frustration, symbolizing hisinner

turmoil and sense of being unloved.
Key Eventsand Character Developments:

- Tara's Playfulnessvs. Tension: The foil incident presents Tara's
light-hearted side but also sheds light on the friction in her relationship with

Toby.

- Zachary's Vulnerability: This chapter deepens our understanding of
Zachary, illustrating his loneliness and defensiveness regarding personal
matters, painting a vivid picture of his character.

- Toby's Emotional Conflict: The letter from his mother servesas a
catalyst for Toby's feelings of abandonment, emphasizing the complexities

of familial relationships and the need for communication.
Themes:

- Friendship and Loneliness: The blend of humor and seriousnessin the

interactions among Toby, Cal, and Zachary highlights the multifaceted
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nature of friendships, where joviality coexists with underlying feelings of

solitude.

- Family and Abandonment: Toby’s experience with the letter from his
mother underscores the fragile bonds of family, illustrating the challenges

of connectivity and understanding in complicated emotional landscapes.
The chapter effectively juxtaposes light-hearted moments with profound

emotional revelations, engaging readers and prompting reflection on the

interplay of relationships and personal struggles.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 12

In Chapter Twelve, Toby Wilson navigates the complexities of hislife as he
prepares for another Saturday of worm deliveries with his father. As dawn
breaks, he is enveloped in awave of nostalgia triggered by memories of his
mother, particularly her beloved pancakes, which starkly contrast with his
father's clumsy attempt at breakfast. This moment not only highlights his

father's struggle to fill the void left by Toby’s mother's absence but also

emphasi zes the emotional vacuum in their household.

Asthey embark on their delivery route through the picturesque landscapes of
Antler, Toby reflects on his evolving feelings about their small-town life,
especially in the wake of his mother's departure. While his father takes pride
in their modest worm business, Toby finds himself yearning for adventure
and alife beyond routine. This desire ignites tension as he approaches his
father, probing into the painful decision that led them away from Dallas,
where they once sought a different life. The conversation teeters on the edge
of unspoken grief, revealing the strain in their bond and the weight of shared

memories.

Their stop at the bait shop introduces Freddy, the shop owner, who
seamlessly blends humor and nostalgia, creating a bittersweet atmosphere
that mirrors Toby's inner turmoail. In this setting, Toby's bitterness surfaces as

he grapples with his father's rough lifestyle, feeling increasingly alienated
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from the dreams of stardom his mother once held for him in Nashville. This
clash of aspirations fosters a silent tension between Toby and his father,

illustrating their difficulty in connecting without her presence as a mediator.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates a journey through grief, dreams, and
the struggle to reconcile the past with the present. The act of unloading
worms becomes a stark reminder of their current reality, reinforcing the

themes of seeking purpose and hope amidst 1oss, as Toby vearns for a
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Chapter 13 Summary:

Chapter Thirteen Summary

As summer's heat reaches a peak, Toby eagerly counts down the days—224,
to be precise—until Wayne's return. Amidst the steamy days, Toby and his
friend Cal spend time discussing their plans regarding Zachary Beaver, a
local outcast who has piqued Cal’ s curiosity. Although Toby hesitates to
involve Zachary in their social activities, Cal's enthusiasm persuades him.
They decide that atrip to the Sands drive-in Theater would be a great outing,
but they soon realize Zachary’s size poses a challenge; he wouldn't be able
to fit into aregular car. To address this issue, they brainstorm practical

solutions like building steps to help him into the truck.

Using Toby's dad's tools, the boys begin constructing the steps, reinforcing
their growing friendship and sense of camaraderie. They aso approach Kate,
amutual friend initially reluctant to join, but she ultimately agrees,
understanding the importance of supporting Zachary. Her concern for his
well-being deepens, as she realizes he could end up in atroubled situation if
|eft isolated.

When they finally invite Zachary to join them, he responds with initial

skepticism and grumpiness, yet after Kate encourages him, his demeanor
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shifts, and he surprisingly accepts the invitation with asmile. The drive to
the theater isamix of excitement and apprehension, amplified by the

mocking of other kids who taunt Zachary, but the group perseveres.

At the drive-in, Zachary initially feels self-conscious, but a genuine
connection begins to form between him and Kate as they share stories. This
moment of interaction marks a turning point, where the prior judgments and

hesitations dissipate into a burgeoning friendship.

The chapter culminates in a newfound adventure when Cal suggests they
help Zachary get baptized, leaving readers with an optimistic view of their

evolving relationships.
Key Eventsand Character Developments

- Toby and Cal’ s construction of steps for Zachary symbolizes their
strengthening friendship and commitment to helping him.

- Kate' s transformation from skepticism to compassion highlights the
growing theme of empathy as she reaches out to Zachary.

- Zachary’ s journey from reluctance to acceptance emphasizes the

transformative power of friendship and belonging.

Themes:
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- Friendship and Acceptance: The chapter illustrates how true friends
rally to support one another despite their differences, showcasing the
strength of connection.
- Empathy: All characters confront their biases and demonstrate
moments of understanding and kindness, reinforcing the importance of
compassion.
- Adventure and New Experiences. The outing to the drive-in signifies
the excitement of life's new beginnings, encouraging the charactersto step

beyond their limitations.
This chapter effectively captures the essence of childhood friendships, the

trials of acceptance, and the joy that comes from shared experiences, leaving

alingering sense of hope and possibility.
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Chapter 14 Summary:

In Chapter 14 of "When Zachary Beaver Came To Town," we delve deeper
into themes of faith, personal identity, and the significance of relationships
against a backdrop of loss and longing. The chapter begins with Toby and
his friend Cal perched on the roof of the Bowl-a-Rama, engaged in a
conversation about baptism. This topic becomes particularly poignant for
Zachary, who isreflecting on hislate mother and the legacy of her love,
evidenced by aBible she gifted him. Cal suggests that Zachary might be

longing for baptism as a way to connect with her memory.

Toby, however, is feeling detached from his own faith, especially after his
mother's departure. He dismisses the notion of baptism for Zachary but is
gparked with curiosity when he notices Kate visiting him, leaving with a
grocery sack that suggests something significant is happening in Zachary's

life.

The story progresses as Cal shows Toby a comical sight: oversized clothes
intended for Zachary, further cementing the unusual circumstances of
Zachary's arrival in their town. Contemplating the concept of baptism and its
implications, Toby decides to seek guidance from Miss Myrtie Mae, a
respected figure in the community. During lunch, she explains the serious
nature of baptism and the spiritual commitment it entails, prompting Toby to

reflect on his own beliefs and the weight of such decisions.
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As Toby's day unfolds, he mows lawns and daydreams about a special gift
for Scarlett, agirl for whom he has feelings. He contemplates giving her his
deceased mother's pearl necklace, a cherished heirloom laden with
memories. Despite his desire to share something meaningful with Scarlett,
Toby grapples with guilt about parting with the necklace as it represents his
mother’ s love and legacy. Ultimately, he resolvesto leave it for Scarlett as a
surprise, but awave of regret washes over him once he returns home and

guestions hisimpulsive decision.

Just as he embarks on ajourney to retrieve the necklace before Scarlett
discoversit, he encounters Reverend Newton, suggesting that an important

conversation looms ahead, leaving Toby anxious about the future.

Throughout this chapter, we witness key developments in the characters.
Toby demonstrates growth and self-reflection, seeking spiritual guidance as
he navigates the complexities of faith and commitment. Cal stands as a
supportive friend, pushing Toby to consider the importance of faith during
challenging times. Miss Myrtie Mae embodies wisdom and guidance,
reinforcing the gravity of the decisions Toby faces. Meanwhile, the
interaction between Toby, his mother’s memory, and his feelings for Scarlett
highlights the emotiona weight attached to gifts and choices shaped by

parental influence.
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Overadll, the chapter thoughtfully explores the intricate landscape of identity,
spirituality, and the bonds that shape one’s journey in the wake of personal

|oss.
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Chapter 15 Summary:

In Chapter 15 of "When Zachary Beaver Came to Town," Tobias, or Toby,
finds himself in a challenging and awkward situation as his father invites
Reverend Newton over for adiscussion. The reverend's visit revolves around
the topic of baptism, a subject that weighs heavily on Toby's mind. The
Reverend, deeply devoted to hisfaith, seeks to guide Toby, recounting his

own past as a greedy tax collector to connect with the boy's spiritual doubts.

Amidst Reverend Newton's well-intentioned push for Toby to embrace faith,
Toby wrestles with his own feelings. His true concern lies not with his own
spiritual journey but with his friend Zachary Beaver, who has expressed an
interest in baptism. Thisinternal conflict causes Toby anxiety, leading him
to reveal that he has a friend eager for the sacrament without disclosing

Zachary's identity.

After the reverend departs, Toby feels awave of relief but isimmediately
confronted by another pressing issue: retrieving pearls that once belonged to
his deceased mother. Fearing their loss, he rushes to Mrs. Stalling's house,
only to discover that Tara, Mrs. Stalling's daughter, has already claimed
them. In his quest to regain the pearls, Toby is unexpectedly invited to assist
with alocal event focused on gathering ladybugs, indicating the small-town

camaraderie and shared responsibilities among neighbors.
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As Toby participates in the ladybug collection with friends Kate and Cal, he
reflects on the complexities of hislife, the haunting memories of his mother,
and the uncertainty surrounding Zachary's reaction to the baptism
proposition. However, the tone shifts sharply when Toby witnesses a
heart-wrenching scene—members of the military delivering tragic newsto
Mrs. McKnight about her son, Wayne, who is affected by the ongoing war.
This moment starkly contrasts Toby’ s personal struggles, highlighting the

pervasive theme of 1oss within their community.

Feeling overwhelmed by the dual realities of his own life and the grief
surrounding him, Toby longs to escape the harshness of the world. The
chapter encapsulates the delicate interplay of faith, friendship, personal
turmoil, and the collective sorrow of a small town, reflecting the poignant

journey of growing up amid life's profound challenges.
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Chapter 16:

Summary of Chapter Sixteen

In this emotionally charged chapter, the community grapples with the heavy
grief following the death of Wayne, Cal's brother. The chapter opens with a
somber tone as flags throughout the town are lowered to half-mast in
Wayne's honor, reflecting the shared sorrow of the townspeople. Toby, who
serves as the narrator, expresses his sense of isolation amidst the collective
mourning. He observes Cal's unexpected anger, especially during the tender
moments spent tending to ladybugs—a symbol of innocence that starkly

contrasts with their current state of grief.

As preparations for Wayne's funeral unfold, the town comes to a standstill,
with children kept indoors and adults lost in deegp contemplation. Toby is
overwhelmed with feelings of guilt and uncertainty about how to support Cal
and his family during this difficult time, particularly in dealing with his

mother’ s attempts to connect with him.

Seeking solace, Toby immerses himself in caring for the ladybugs, which
transports him back to a happier summer when he and Wayne experienced
the "Ladybug Waltz." This nostalgic moment highlights the stark reality of

loss, as Toby confronts the unfulfilled hope of Wayne' s safe return from war.
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When the day of the funeral arrives, Toby finds himself torn. Despite his
father’ sinsistence that he should attend, he feels incapable of confronting
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Chapter 17 Summary:

In Chapter Seventeen of "When Zachary Beaver Came To Town," the
aftermath of Wayne's funeral weighs heavily on Toby, who is struggling
with a profound sense of grief. His home life istense, particularly due to his
father's unusual silence, which only intensifies the oppressive atmosphere in
the small town of Antler. Toby finds himself yearning for an escape, yet he
Is acutely aware that the whole town is engulfed in mourning, particularly

after the news that both he and Ferris were absent from the funeral.

In search of distraction, Toby decidesto visit the Bowl-a-Rama, where he
finds Ferrisin a difficult situation: the establishment must close because the
cook did not comein. Seeing Ferriss distress, Toby offersto help, an act that
signals asignificant shift in his character as he begins to take responsibility
during this tumultuous period. Ferris reluctantly accepts the help,
acknowledging that while the pay might not be much, the food they serveis

decent.

As the lunchtime rush begins, Sheriff Levi stops by for ameal and shares
important details about Zachary Beaver, who is still reeling from his

mother’ s death and lacks a support system, with only an incarcerated relative
left in hislife. The sheriff’s comments serve to heighten Toby's
apprehensions regarding Zachary's future, especially since it appears that he

is considered too unique for standard foster care, amplifying Toby’sfeelings
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of helplessness.

While managing the lunch crowd, Toby is reminded of his absence from the
funeral when the townspeople praise his friend Cal for his bravery during
such trying times. This praise leaves Toby feeling guilty and out of place,
underscoring the emotional turmoil he is experiencing as he navigates the

community's grief.

After the lunch rush, during his dishwashing duties, Toby has a poignant
encounter with Scarlett, who returns a necklace he had given her. Her refusal
to accept such a meaningful gift disappoints him, although it becomes clear
that she values their friendship but does not share his romantic feelings. This
moment is bittersweet for Toby, highlighting the complexity of young love
and unrequited feelings.

By the chapter's end, Toby reflects on the various emotional burdens he
carries—both personal and communal. The theme of friendship emergesasa
vital element of his experience, reminding him of the importance of
connections even amidst sorrow. Despite the heavy mood that permeates this
chapter, there is a sense of growth and maturity in Toby, who is beginning to

understand the intricacies of grief, responsibility, and heartache.
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Chapter 18 Summary:

Chapter 18 Summary

In this chapter, Toby steps up to take on extra responsibilities as a caregiver,
filling in for Ima Jean while sheisill. After completing his chores, Ferris,
his boss, requests that Toby deliver a plate of spaghetti and meatballs to
Zachary Beaver. Although Toby feels uneasy about facing Zachary, who is
often an outsider in their community, he reluctantly leaves the food at

Zachary’ s doorstep after a quick knock, and quickly heads home.

On his porch, Toby encounters Juan Garcia, a friend who appears disheveled
and isvisibly troubled. Their conversation reveals Juan's deep, unrequited
feelings for Scarlett, a girl admired by both boys. Juan struggles with
expressing himself to Scarlett and admits his frustration over her lack of
response to his attempts to connect, hinting that his choice not to attend
Scarlett’ s grandfather’ s party may have stemmed from embarrassment over

his appearance.

Feeling empathy for Juan, Toby suggests they meet later outside his house,
hinting at his desire to help. Inspired by the moment, Toby concocts a plan
to take Scarlett on a surprise bike ride, using his mother's scarf as a blindfold

to add an element of excitement. He finds Scarlett on her porch playing
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solitaire and, despite her initial hesitance, convinces her to join him. Asthey
ride through town, Scarlett clings to Toby, and laughter fills the air, marking

a carefree moment in their youth.

Their adventure leads them to Juan’ s house, where he is practicing golf.
When Toby removes Scarlett's blindfold, her reaction isamix of surprise
and adesire to retreat, sensing the tension in the air. Juan seizes the moment,
eager to engage with Scarlett, but the atmosphere feels awkward. In a
surprising gesture, Scarlett leans in and kisses Toby on the cheek,
whispering that he is the nicest boy in Antler. A whirlwind of emotions
swells within Toby—ypride, confusion, and a touch of melancholy—as he
rides away without looking back, pondering the complexity of hisfeelings
for Scarlett.

Key Events:

- Toby coversfor ImaJean at work, highlighting his reliability and caring
nature.

- He delivers food to Zachary, despite his reluctance, illustrating his
willingness to step out of his comfort zone.

- Toby and Juan reveal their insecurities regarding their feelings for Scarlett,
depicting the challenges of teenage romance.

- A spontaneous bike ride transforms into a pivotal moment for Toby,

Scarlett, and Juan, deepening their relationships.
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Character Developments:

- Toby emerges as a supportive friend, eager to help those he cares about.

- Juan's character is fleshed out through his vulnerability and internal
struggles with self-worth.

- Scarlett exhibits curiosity and confusion in her interactions, portraying the

complexity of teenage attraction.
Themes:

- The chapter embodies themes of friendship and loyalty, especially through
Toby’s acts of kindness.

- It delvesinto the awkwardness and challenges of teenage romance,
illustrating the dynamics between Toby, Juan, and Scarlett.

- The impact of self-image and societal expectations emerge through Juan’s

embarrassment over his clothing, affecting his interactions with Scarlett.
This chapter effectively deepens the exploration of adolescent relationships,

revealing the characters' insecurities and aspirations amidst the humor and

heart of their experiences.
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Chapter 19 Summary:

In Chapter 19 of "When Zachary Beaver Came to Town," Toby finds himself
emotionally drained after attempting to play matchmaker for his friends and
yearns for a peaceful evening spent watching television. However, an
unexpected invitation from his father to go fishing at Lake Kiezer offersa
change of scenery. Although hesitant at first, Toby is unexpectedly soothed
by the serene surroundings, prompting reflections on his childhood and the

complex nature of his relationship with his father.

Asthey fish together, Toby's father catches a sizable bass but chooses to
release it back into the water, illustrating his belief in appreciating the thrill
of the catch rather than keeping it. This moment sparks a meaningful
conversation about his father's own childhood, revealing the pressures he
faced growing up—an experience that differs from Toby's sense of ennui

during these quiet moments.

Their conversation evolves to touch on family dynamics, particularly the
emotional impact of Toby's mother leaving them, and the significance of
love and connection with others. Toby's dad offers poignant insights,
suggesting that life's true essence lies in the relationships we nurture, subtly
referencing Toby’ s friendship with Cal, who is grappling with the recent loss
of his brother, Wayne.
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The narrative takes a dynamic turn when Toby spots Cal biking nearby and
decides to catch up. This pursuit leads to a minor accident that leaves Toby
scraped but undeterred. When he finally encounters Cal at Gossimer Lake,
their initial exchange is marked by Cal's anger and resentment, but they

quickly shift to laughter, showcasing the deep bond of their friendship.

Asthey converse, Toby confesses his guilt about not writing to Wayne and
skipping the funeral, opening up a discussion about grief and vulnerability
that strengthens their connection. Both boys come to terms with their loss

and support one another, reinforcing their friendship amid shared pain.

The chapter concludes on a positive note as Toby and Cal share light-hearted
jokes about their earlier mishaps, emphasizing the importance of friendship
and camaraderie during challenging times. Their ability to find humor in
adversity highlights a comforting truth: bonds forged in hardship can

become sources of strength and joy.

[m]:- 35 [m]

W
More Free Book
[x]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/scWO9aOrzTb

Chapter 20:

In Chapter Twenty, the urgency surrounding Zachary's baptism intensifies as
it must occur that evening before a representative from social services
arrives the next day to take him away. The protagonist, Tobias, is determined
to give Zachary this meaningful send-off, prompting him to meticulously

plan the day, beginning with mowing the Pruitts' yard at dawn.

During histask, Tobias encounters Miss Myrtie Mage, aquirky yet caring
figure in the community. Despite her eccentric habits, Myrtie Mae displays a
thoughtful nature by advising Tobias to start weeding so as not to disturb the
Judge, their neighbor. This interaction illustrates the community's

interconnectedness and Myrtie's keen awareness of those around her.

As he finishes the yard work, Tobias finds an unexpected connection with
his family history through Myrtie Mae, who shares old photographs of his
grandfather, stirring nostalgic feelings within him. Later, he shares a
poignant moment tossing a baseball with the Judge, which evokes fond
memories of playing catch with his father. This heartwarming encounter
underscores Tobias's deep-seated desire for connection and the looming

changesin hislife as he prepares to say goodbye to Zachary.

Eventually, Tobias seeks out Ferris, hoping he will conduct the baptism
outside of the formal church setting. Although Ferrisinitialy hesitates,
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feeling uncertain about how to proceed, Tobias's earnestness and unwavering
belief in the significance of the baptism convince him to reconsider. With
their friend Malcolm willing to support them physically during the
ceremony, Tobias feels the weight of responsibility but remains optimistic

about honoring Zachary’ s journey.

Throughout the chapter, Tobias reflects on the spiritual significance of
baptism and reaches out to Ferris again, using a thoughtful biblical quote to
further persuade him. The narrative weaves together themes of friendship,

community bonds, nostalgia, and the solemnity of rites of passage,
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Chapter 21 Summary:

Chapter 21 Summary: A Baptism Under the Stars

In this pivotal chapter, the protagonist grapples with anxiety about the
baptism of hisfriend Zachary Beaver, a significant event that embodies both
hope and persona growth. As the evening approaches, he strugglesto
memorize Bible verses, but his thoughts are consumed by worries about the
impending ceremony. To provide support, hisfriends Cal and Kate join him,
and together they venture to Zachary'strailer, determined to help him

prepare for what he earnestly desires.

Upon reaching the trailer, it becomes apparent that Zachary isfilled with
trepidation about the church ceremony. Hisinitial hesitance is met with
encouragement from his friends, who gently persuade him to join them.
Thelir plans hit a snag when they discover that their truck won't start. Just as
frustration settlesin, Wylie Womack, a well-known figure in their town,
comes to their rescue, offering them aridein his golf cart to Gossimer

L ake—the planned baptism location.
At the lake, an air of anticipation surrounds the group, heightened by the

arrival of Malcolm, who shares Zachary's sense of nervousness about the

baptism. Asthey await Ferris, the local preacher, thetensionintheair is
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palpable. When Ferrisfinally arrives, he takes the lead, engaging Zachary
with thoughtful questions before wading into the water with him. The scene
blends humor and seriousness as they struggle to lift Zachary, whose size
adds an unexpected challenge, creating an unforgettable moment during the

baptism.

Emerging from the water, Zachary displays a mixture of confusion and joy,
signifying a transformative experience. Ferris imparts a blessing over him,
creating an atmosphere charged with spirituality and light that envelops the
group. Theride back to the trailer is bittersweet as they face the looming
arrival of asocial worker to oversee Zachary's situation. As they walk
through the town, Ferris spontaneously leads them in singing “Amazing

Grace,” enhancing the sense of unity and reflection.

Their moment of celebration, however, is briefly interrupted by Sheriff Levi,
who arrives with concern but ultimately sharesin their joy upon hearing
about the friendship among the group. He brings promising news: Zachary's
friend Paulie will be returning soon, hinting at the possibility of camaraderie
and support ahead. The chapter concludes on areflective note as the
protagonist sifts through letters from his mother, indicating an emotional
journey that lies ahead.

Key Themesand Character Developments
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1. Friendship and Support: The deep connections between the
characters shine as they collectively uplift Zachary, emphasizing the vital

role of support in overcoming fears and uncertainties.

2. Faith and Redemption: Zachary’ s baptism stands as a powerful
symbol of redemption and growth, representing his brave embrace of faith

despite initial apprehensions.

3. The Search for Belonging: Through Zachary’sjourney, the narrative
explores the fundamental human desire for community and acceptance,

particularly during challenging transitions.
This chapter captures the essence of a significant turning point for Zachary

and hisfriends, artfully intertwining threads of anxiety, humor, and profound

emotional resonance under a starlit sky.
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Chapter 22 Summary:

Summary of Chapter 22: A Bittersweet Farewell

In Chapter 22 of "When Zachary Beaver Came to Town," the narrative
unfolds the day after Zachary's significant baptism, highlighting themes of
friendship, change, and nostalgia. Toby visits Cal's house, where he finds
Cal's brother Billy absorbed in aletter from their older brother Wayne, who
Is currently serving in the military. Wayne's words evoke a stark contrast
between their peaceful childhood and the grim realities of war, reminding

the boys of their innocence in the face of life's challenges.

The focus shifts as Toby, Cal, and Zachary participate in awhimsical
activity—releasing ladybugs into the cotton fields. This moment, described
as magical, mirrors their carefree summer amid a backdrop of uncertainty
and transient joy. The ladybugs, appearing like rubies against the soft pink
of the sky, symbolize hope and serve as areminder of the innocence shared
between the boys. Miss Myrtie Mae captures this fleeting moment with her

camera, preserving the essence of their summer adventure.
Asthe day progresses, a bittersweet mood envelops the trio. Toby and Cal

observe Zachary standing quietly, absorbing the beauty of the moment with

alook of amazement reminiscent of his baptism. This scene encapsulates
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Zachary's journey of transformation and acceptance, illustrating how

profoundly he has impacted their lives during his brief timein Antler.

As dusk descends, the boys find themselves atop the Bowl-a-Rama,
watching as Zachary's trailer departs from town. Despite his promise to stay
in touch, the farewell carries a poignant weight of finality—arealization that
their lives are now diverging. They reflect on the memories they've created
together and ponder whether Zachary will cherish histime in their small

town.

The chapter concludes with a blend of longing and fond reminiscence,
leaving readers with a bittersweet sense of nostalgia for summer's rich
experiences and the inevitable passage of time. This farewell encapsulates
the essence of their friendship and the enduring impact of shared moments,

emphasizing how these experiences shape their identities.
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